
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
Monday, October 07, 2024 at 5:30 PM 

City Council Chambers | 202 N. Virginia Street, Port Lavaca TX 77979 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING 

The following item will be addressed at this or any other meeting of the city council upon the request 

of the mayor, any member(s) of council and/or the city attorney: 

Announcement by the mayor that council will retire into closed session for consultation with 

city attorney on matters in which the duty of the attorney to the city council under the Texas 

disciplinary rules of professional conduct of the state bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the 

open meetings act (title 5, chapter 551, section 551.071(2) of the Texas government code). 

(All matters listed under the consent agenda item are routine by the city council and will be enacted 

by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that 

item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered separately.) 

AGENDA 

Council will consider/discuss the following items and take any action deemed necessary. 

MEETING PROCEDURE 

Public notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Port Lavaca, Texas, will conduct a 

Special Meeting on Monday, October 07, 2024 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the regular meeting place in 

Council Chambers at City Hall, 202 North Virginia Street, Port Lavaca, Texas to consider the items 

listed. 

[After publication, any information in a council packet is subject to change during the meeting] 

The meeting will also be available via the video conferencing application “ZOOM”. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81965416529?pwd=jLxdq45vRrX1Dmupl5EgPMgTOKFNbv.1 

Meeting ID:        819 6541 6529 

Passcode:        789773 

One tap mobile 

+13462487799,,81965416529#,,,,*789773# US (Houston) 

Dial by your location 

• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
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Port Lavaca, TX CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING October 07, 2024 
 

 
 

 

I. ROLL CALL 

II. CALL TO ORDER 

III. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

(Limited to 3 minutes per individual unless permission to speak longer is received in advance. You 

may make public comments as you would at a meeting by logging on with your computer and using 

"Join Zoom Meeting" information on first page of this agenda). 

IV. ACTION ITEMS - Council will consider/discuss the following items and take any action 

deemed necessary 

1. Consider proposed submittal of proposal to Matagorda Bay Mitigation Trust in response to 

Request for Proposals #2024-2025-1, due by 5:00 p.m. on October 14, 2024.  Presenter is Jody 

Weaver   

2. Announcement by Mayor that City Council will retire into closed session: 

• For consultation with City Attorney on matters in which the duty of the Attorney to the 

City Council under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of 

Texas clearly conflicts with the Open Meetings Act (Title 5, Chapter 551, Section 551.071(2) 

of the Texas Government Code).  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow   

• To deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease or value of Real Property (Deliberation in an 

Open Meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the Governmental Body in 

negotiations with a third party), in accordance with Title 5, Chapter 551, Section 551.072 of 

the Texas Government Code).  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow   

3. Return to Open Session and take any action deemed necessary with regard to matters in closed 

session.  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow   

V. ADJOURN SPECIAL MEETING 

VI. CERTIFICATION OF POSTING NOTICE 

This is to certify that the above notice of a Special Meeting of the City Council of the City of Port 

Lavaca, scheduled for Monday, October 07, 2024, beginning at 5:30 p.m., was posted at City Hall, 

easily accessible to the public, as of 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 07, 2024. 

________________________________ 

Mandy Grant, City Secretary 

 
 

ADA NOTICE 

The Port Lavaca City Hall and Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible.  Access to the building is 

available at the primary north entrance facing Mahan Street.  Special parking spaces are located in the 

Mahan Street parking area.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Port 

Lavaca will provide for reasonable accommodations for persons attending  meetings. To better serve you, 

requests should be received 24 hours prior to the meetings.  Please contact City Secretary Mandy Grant 

at (361) 552-9793 Ext. 230 for assistance. 
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Consider proposed submittal of proposal to Matagorda Bay Mitigation Trust in 

response to Request for Proposals #2024-2025-1, due by 5:00 p.m. on October 14, 2024.  

Presenter is Jody Weaver  

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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Brown 

Pelicans 

Return to 

Calhoun 

CountyTim McFarland
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Many shore 

birds, 

including 

brown 

pelicans, 

lay their 

eggs on the 

beach or in

small 

shrubbery 

only one or 

two feet 

above 

the ground. 

The eggs 

are at 

high risk 

of damage 

or 

destructio

n from 

heat, 

other 

birds, 
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In 1962, the Port 

Lavaca Ship Channel was 

dredged. Some of the 

spoil was used to build 

an island in Matagorda 

Bay.

There were no 

predators, so soon 

thousands of shore 

birds safely raised 

their young.

Fishermen in the area, 

called it Bird Island.
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By 1969 brown 

pelicans were 

almost 

extinct, down 

to 10 nesting 

pairs.

There were no 

brown 

pelicans in 

Calhoun 

County.

Brown Pelican
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By the late 1960’s 

it was found that a 

chemical that was 

being widely used to 

kill insects, 

including mosquitos, 

was causing the 

severe decline in 

some bird 

populations, 

including 

The shells of the 

eggs were so thin 

that the eggs 

cracked before the 

chick was full 
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Chester 

Smith
Audubon Texas 

manages the 

rookery islands 

in the state of 

Texas. In 1970, 

they asked a Port 

O’Connor 

resident, Chester 

Smith to be the 

first manager, or 

Warden of Sundown 
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Mr. Smith worked to 

make the island home 

for more birds. He 

built low structures 

for more birds to 

roost. 

Then he built a fenced 

chicken coop. 
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Chester went to the 

Corpus area where there 

were still a few brown 

pelicans. He brought 

back a pair of chicks. He 

put them in the coop he 

had 

built on Sundown Island.

Every morning, he went to 

the island and cast 

netted for bait and fed 

the chicks until they 
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Chester Smith 

loved educating 

people about the 

importance of 

rookery islands. 

He told the story 

of the return of 

brown pelicans to 

school children 

and adults.
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Now Calhoun county is 

home to over 2,000 

brown pelicans. 

Almost every brown 

pelican in Calhoun 

County is because of 

the concern and work 

of one man, 

Chester Smith.
53

Item 1.



The island now is 

home 

to 19 species of 

birds 

and over 22,000 

birds.

The island has 

been renamed and 
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Chester 

Island 

2024

Pelican Nest 

with eggs.
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Audubon Texas still 

manages Chester Island.  

The Warden of Chester 

Island is Tim 

Wilkerson. His wife, 

Peggy, is also involved 

with protecting the 

island and the birds of 

Chester Island.

Chester Smith was her 

dad. 

We all must work 

together to keep 
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Please take a 

copy of Audubon 

Texas’ 

recommendations 

for protecting 

rookery beaches 

and islands.
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Announcement by Mayor that City Council will retire into closed session:

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
• For consultation with City Attorney on matters in which the duty of the Attorney to the 

City Council under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of 

Texas clearly conflicts with the Open Meetings Act (Title 5, Chapter 551, Section 551.071(2) of 

the Texas Government Code).  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow  

• To deliberate the purchase, exchange, lease or value of Real Property (Deliberation in an 

Open Meeting would have a detrimental effect on the position of the Governmental Body in 

negotiations with a third party), in accordance with Title 5, Chapter 551, Section 551.072 of the 

Texas Government Code).  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow  
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Return to Open Session and take any action deemed necessary with regard to 

matters in closed session.  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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