
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
Monday, June 28, 2021 at 5:30 PM 

Council Chambers at City Hall and also Electronically through Zoom 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING 

The following item will be addressed at this or any other meeting of the city council upon the request 

of the mayor, any member(s) of council and/or the city attorney: 

Announcement by the mayor that council will retire into closed session for consultation with 

city attorney on matters in which the duty of the attorney to the city council under the Texas 

disciplinary rules of professional conduct of the state bar of Texas clearly conflicts with the 

open meetings act (title 5, chapter 551, section 551.071(2) of the Texas government code). 

(All matters listed under the consent agenda item are routine by the city council and will be enacted 

by one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that 

item will be removed from the consent agenda and will be considered separately.) 

AGENDA 

Council will consider/discuss the following items and take any action deemed necessary. 

COVID-19 MEETING PROCEDURE 

Public notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Port Lavaca, Texas, will hold a special 

meeting Monday, June 28, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., at the regular meeting place in Council Chambers 

at City Hall, 202 North Virginia Street, Port Lavaca, Texas to consider the following items of business: 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, social distancing guidelines will be encouraged for in-person attendance.  

The meeting will also be available via the video conferencing application “ZOOM”. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88433664101?pwd=YUhEVnBXRmpTYTBkOEVUY3FlY3UzZz09 

Meeting ID:        884 3366 4101 

Passcode:        690068 

One Tap Mobile 

+13462487799,,82182482989#,,,,*912619# US (Houston) 

Dial by your location 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - Comments will be limited to three (3) Minutes 

per individual unless permission to speak longer is received in advance 
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Port Lavaca, TX CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING June 28, 2021 
 

 
 

III. ACTION ITEMS - Council will consider/discuss the following items and take any action 

deemed necessary 

1. Consider recommendation of the Planning Board for approval of a preliminary and final plat 

located within the Port Lavaca Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) for the Louis Neill 

Subdivision, being a 4.162-acre tract of land situated in the Pascual Guajardo Survey, Abstract 

No. 20, Calhoun County, Texas.  Presenter is Jessica Carpenter   

2. Consider recommendation of the Planning Board for approval of a replat for the Johnson 

Subdivision, Block 6, Lots 12-16 and part of Lot 11 of Mariemont Subdivision, Section 3 

Volume Z, Page 373 of the C.C.D.R. Samuel Shupe Survey, Abstract No. 0000 of Calhoun 

County Texas.  Presenter is Jessica Carpenter   

3. Consider recommendation of the Planning Board for approval of a preliminary and final plat 

of Desai Subdivision, Block 1, Lot 1 and Lot 2, generally located north of Travis Street and 

south of Tiny Browning Boulevard on SH 35 North.  Presenter is Jessica Carpenter   

4. Consider approval of New Plan Options for the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year, with Texas Municipal 

League (TML) Multi-State Intergovernmental Employee Benefits Pool, related to the city’s 

group health insurance coverage.  Presenter is Jody Weaver  

5. Announcement by Mayor that City Council will retire into closed session for consultation with 

City Attorney on matters in which the duty of the Attorney to the City Council under the Texas 

Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with 

the Open Meetings Act (Title 5, Chapter 551, Section 551.071(2) of the Texas Government 

Code).  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow   

 

6. Return to Open Session and take any action deemed necessary with regard to matters in closed 

session.  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow   

IV. ADJOURN SPECIAL MEETING 

V. CERTIFICATION OF POSTING NOTICE 

 

This is to certify that the above notice of a special meeting of the City Council of the City of Port 

Lavaca, scheduled for Monday, June 28, 2021, beginning at 5:30 p.m., was posted at city hall, 

easily accessible to the public, as of 5:00 p.m. Thursday, June 24, 2021. 

_____/s/ Mandy Grant________________ 

Mandy Grant, City Secretary 

 
 

ADA NOTICE 

The Port Lavaca City Hall and Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible.  Access to the building is 

available at the primary north entrance facing Mahan Street.  Special parking spaces are located in the 

Mahan Street parking area.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Port 

Lavaca will provide for reasonable accommodations for persons attending  meetings. To better serve you, 

requests should be received 24 hours prior to the meetings.  Please contact City Secretary Mandy Grant 

at (361) 552-9793 Ext. 230 for assistance. 

 

2



COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Consider recommendation of the Planning Board for approval of a preliminary 

and final plat located within the Port Lavaca Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) for the Louis 

Neill Subdivision, being a 4.162-acre tract of land situated in the Pascual Guajardo Survey, 

Abstract No. 20, Calhoun County, Texas.  Presenter is Jessica Carpenter  

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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 CITY OF PORT LAVACA 

 
PB MEETING:  June 28, 2021 
 
DATE:  06.23.2021 
 
TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
FROM:  JESSICA CARPENTER, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: Consider and discuss approval of a preliminary and final plat located within the Port 

Lavaca Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) for the Louis Neill Subdivision. Being a 4.162-
acre tract of land situated in the Pascual Guajardo Survey, Abstract No. 20, Calhoun 
County, Texas. The proposed ETJ preliminary plat is subdividing 4.162-acres from the 
53.64-acre remainder parcel. Reference PIN 26905 attachment to identify the ETJ 
segregation. 

 

Plats within the ETJ of Port Lavaca are processed in accordance with Chapter 42 – Subdivisions and Plats. 
Below references the City Code of Ordnances, Chapter 42 – Subdivisions and Plats, where this 
Preliminary and Final Plat request is compliant and will meet the ordinance as presented. 
 
Chapter 42 - SUBDIVISIONS AND PLATS 
https://library.municode.com/tx/port_lavaca/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH42SUP
L_ARTIINGE_S42-5PO 

Sec. 42-5. - Policy. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to lay out, subdivide, plat or replat 
any land into lots, blocks, and streets within the jurisdictional area of this chapter without the proper 
approval of the planning commission. It shall be unlawful for any such owner or agent to offer for sale 
or sell property for building lots, building tracts or urban use therein, which has not been laid out, 
subdivided, platted, or replatted with the approval of the planning commission in accordance with this 
chapter. 

The applicant is compliance with the ETJ platting process prior to development. 

Chapter 42 - SUBDIVISIONS AND PLATS [1] 
https://library.municode.com/tx/port_lavaca/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH42SUP
L 
Footnotes: 
--- (1) --- 
State Law reference— Extraterritorial jurisdiction of municipalities, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code 
ch. 42; municipal regulation of subdivisions, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code ch. 212; extraterritorial 
jurisdiction of municipalities in counties that regulate subdivisions, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code 
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https://library.municode.com/tx/port_lavaca/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH42SUPL_ARTIINGE_S42-5PO
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ch. 242; recording of plats, V.T.C.A., Property Code § 12.002; extension of subdivision rules to 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code § 212.003. 
 
Plats within the ETJ of Port Lavaca are processed in accordance with Chapter 42 – Subdivisions and 
Plats. The Local Government Code provide for reference as noted in the city code. 
 
Texas Local Government Code 
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/LG/htm/LG.212.htm 

Sec. 212.0025.  CHAPTER-WIDE PROVISION RELATING TO REGULATION OF PLATS AND 
SUBDIVISIONS IN EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION.   
 
The authority of a municipality under this chapter relating to the regulation of plats or subdivisions in the 
municipality's extraterritorial jurisdiction is subject to any applicable limitation prescribed by an 
agreement under Section 242.001. 
 
Sec. 212.003.  EXTENSION OF RULES TO EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION.   
 
(a)  The governing body of a municipality by ordinance may extend to the extraterritorial jurisdiction of 
the municipality the application of municipal ordinances adopted under Section 212.002 and other 
municipal ordinances relating to access to public roads or the pumping, extraction, and use of groundwater 
by persons other than retail public utilities, as defined by Section 13.002, Water Code, for the purpose of 
preventing the use or contact with groundwater that presents an actual or potential threat to human health. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Approval 

Staff recommends approval of the preliminary and final plat located within the Port Lavaca Extra 
Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) for the Louis Neill Subdivision. Being a 4.162-acre tract of land situated in 
the Pascual Guajardo Survey, Abstract No. 20, Calhoun County, Texas. The proposed ETJ preliminary 
plat is subdividing 4.162-acres from the 53.64-acre remainder parcel. Reference PIN 26905 attachment 
to identify the ETJ segregation. 

Planning Board Recommendation: APPROVAL 

Approve a preliminary and final plat located within the Port Lavaca Extra Territorial Jurisdiction 
(ETJ) for the Louis Neill Subdivision. Being a 4.162-acre tract of land situated in the Pascual 
Guajardo Survey, Abstract No. 20, Calhoun County, Texas. The proposed ETJ preliminary plat is 
subdividing 4.162-acres from the 53.64-acre remainder parcel. Reference PIN 26905 attachment to 
identify the ETJ segregation. 

Attachments: 

• Louis Neill Subdivision 
• Louis Neill Subdivision metes and bounds  
• PIN 26905 
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1 

4.162 ACRES 

THE STATE OF TEXAS} 
THE COUNTY OF CALHOUN} 

BEING a 4.162 acre tract of land situated in the Pascual Guajardo Survey, Abstract No. 20, Calhoun County, Texas, 
and being that same Tract One, a called 4.16 acre tract of land described by Warranty Deed dated March 21, 1974 
conveyed from James C. Neill to Louis W. Neill and wife, Irmalee Neill as recorded in Volume 284, Page 1176 of the 
Deed Records, Calhoun County, Texas, said 4.162 acre tract being more particularly described by metes and 
bounds as follows: 

BEGINNING at a found 5/8" steel rebar along the northeast line of State Highway No. 238 (a 120-foot Right-of-
Way) marking the west corner of the aforesaid 4.16 acre tract and the herein described tract; 

THENCE, North 43°54'14" East (North 53°40'00" East), departing the northeast right-of-way line of said State 
Highway No. 238, with the northwest line of said 4.16 acre tract, at a distance of 1.50 feet passing the south corner 
of Lot 34 of the Blue Heron Subdivision according to the established map or plat thereof as recorded in Volume Z, 
Page 728 of the Plat Records, Calhoun County, Texas, at a distance of 445.96 feet passing a found 5/8” steel rebar 
with cap stamped “G&W” along the southeast line of Lot 33 of the aforesaid Blue Heron Subdivision for reference 
and continuing for a total distance of 548.10 (549.20) feet to a point along Chocolate Bay marking the common 
corner of said 4.16 acre tract and the aforesaid Lot 33 for the north corner of the herein described tract; 

THENCE, along said Chocolate Bay, with the northeast line of said 4.16 acre tract, the following courses and 
distances: 

South 09°11'31" East (South 00°06'00" West), a distance of 104.83 (103.80) feet to a point marking an
interior corner of the herein described tract; 

South 61°36'31" East (South 52°19'00" East), a distance of 255.18 (252.67) feet to a point marking the
east corner of said 4.16 acre tract and being the northwesterly corner of a called 4.50 acre tract of land
described by Instrument to 135081 of the Official Public Records, Calhoun County, Texas for the east
corner of the herein described tract;

THENCE, South 27°34'48" West (South 36°41'00" West), along the common line between said 4.16 acre tract and 
the aforesaid 4.50 acre tract, at a distance of 90.00 feet passing a set 5/8” steel rebar with yellow plastic cap 
stamped “URBAN SURVEYING, INC.” for reference along said common line and continuing for a total distance of 
430.25 (429.60) feet to a set 5/8" steel rebar with yellow plastic cap stamped “URBAN SURVEYING, INC.” along the 
northeast right-of-way line of said State Highway No. 238 marking the south corner of said 4.16 acre tract and 
being the west corner of said 4.50 acre tract for the south corner of the herein described tract; 

THENCE, along the northeast right-of-way line of said State Highway No. 238, with the southwest line of said 4.16 
acre tract, the following two (2) courses and distances: 

North 63°24'47" West (North 54°16'00" West), a distance of 461.45 (464.41) feet to a set 5/8" steel rebar
with yellow plastic cap stamped “URBAN SURVEYING, INC.” marking an angle point of the herein 
described tract; 

North 63°19'44" West (North 54°11'00" West), a distance of 10.57 (10.59) feet to the POINT OF
BEGINNING, CONTAINING within these metes and bounds a 4.162 acre tract of land, more or less.

Basis of Bearing is based on Subdivision Plat recorded in Volume Z, Page 728 of the Plat Records, Calhoun County, 
Texas. 

The foregoing legal description and accompanying survey plat were prepared from an actual survey made on the 
ground under my supervision in May, 2021 and are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

____________________________________ 
Urban Surveying, Inc. 
By: Michael K. Williams 
Registered Professional Land Surveyor 
Texas No. 6616 

S24342.00 

________________________ 05/25/2021
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Consider recommendation of the Planning Board for approval of a replat for the 

Johnson Subdivision, Block 6, Lots 12-16 and part of Lot 11 of Mariemont Subdivision, Section 

3 Volume Z, Page 373 of the C.C.D.R. Samuel Shupe Survey, Abstract No. 0000 of Calhoun 

County Texas.  Presenter is Jessica Carpenter  

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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 CITY OF PORT LAVACA 

 
PB MEETING:  JUNE 28, 2021 
 
DATE:   06.23.2021 
 
TO:    HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
FROM:   JESSICA CARPENTER, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: Consider and discuss approval of a replat of lots 12-16 and part of lot 11 in block 6 of 

Mariemont Subdivision, Section 3 Volume Z, Page 373 of the C.C.D.R. Samuel Shupe 
Survey, Abstract No. 0000 of Calhoun County Texas. Located south of McPherson Drive 
and north of Larry Drive. The property identification numbers for this replat are as follows: 
PIN 20869, PIN 20877, PIN 20883, PIN 20895, PIN 20905, PIN 20917. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sec. 42-106. - Application—Required. 

The subdivider or his duly authorized representative shall appear before the planning commission, at 
an official meeting, and submit a formal application for replat approval. 

Applicant has adhered to the proper subdivision replat application submittal and review procedural 
process prior to presentation before the Planning Commission. 

The intent of this replat of lots 12-16 and part of lot 11 in block 6 of Mariemont Subdivision is to replat 
6 lots into one larger lot. The property owner understands most of this property is in a flood zone. The 
only building site is part of lot 11 and part of lot 12 that does not require meeting Base Flood Elevation 
requirements for building within the FEMA AE Flood Zone. The driveway access shall be from Larry 
Drive to lot 11 as it is the only developed road to these lots. The proposed replat will create one large 
lot for the property owner to construct a residential home and enjoy open space. 

Below references the City Code of Ordnances, Chapter 42 – Subdivisions and Plats, where this 
Preliminary Plat request is compliant and will meet the ordinance as presented. 

Sec. 42-5. - Policy. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to lay out, subdivide, plat or replat 
any land into lots, blocks, and streets within the jurisdictional area of this chapter without the proper 
approval of the planning commission. It shall be unlawful for any such owner or agent to offer for sale 
or sell property for building lots, building tracts or urban use therein, which has not been laid out, 
subdivided, platted, or replatted with the approval of the planning commission in accordance with this 
chapter. 

The applicant is compliant with the replat process prior to submitting any building plans for residential 
development. 

Department Comments: 
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Engineering: Only driveway access shall be from Larry Drive to lot 11. 

Fire: No comment 

Public Works: Utility easement shown in the darker line color (same as building lines)  

Development Services: Comply with building permit processes upon replat approval and recordation. 
Adhere to FEMA flood zone regulations. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval 
 
The replat request for approval of the replat of lots 12-16 and part of lot 11 in block 6 of Mariemont 
Subdivision, meets the City Code of Ordinance, Chapter 42 - Subdivisions and Plats. Therefore, staff 
recommends approval as per the ordinance citations within this report. Recommended conditions of 
approval are as follows: 

1. Only driveway access shall be from Larry drive to lot 11. 
2. Utility easement shown in the darker line color (same as building lines)  
3. Comply with building permit processes upon replat approval and recordation. 
4. Adhere to FEMA flood zone regulations. 

Planning Board Recommendation: APPROVAL 

Approve a replat of lots 12-16 and part of lot 11 in block 6 of Mariemont Subdivision, Section 3 Volume 
Z, Page 373 of the C.C.D.R. Samuel Shupe Survey, Abstract No. 0000 of Calhoun County Texas. 
Located south of McPherson Drive and north of Larry Drive. The property identification numbers for 
this replat are as follows: PIN 20869, PIN 20877, PIN 20883, PIN 20895, PIN 20905, PIN 20917. 

Attachments: 

• Johnson Replat 
• PIN 20869 
• PIN 20877 
• PIN 20883 
• PIN 20895 
• PIN 20905 
• PIN 20917 
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Consider recommendation of the Planning Board for approval of a preliminary 

and final plat of Desai Subdivision, Block 1, Lot 1 and Lot 2, generally located north of Travis 

Street and south of Tiny Browning Boulevard on SH 35 North.  Presenter is Jessica Carpenter  

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:

21

Item 3.



 CITY OF PORT LAVACA 

 

MEETING:   June 28, 2021 

 

DATE:  06.23.2021 

 

TO:   HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

FROM:  JESSICA CARPENTER, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTOR 

 

SUBJECT: To consider and discuss approval of a preliminary and final plat, Desai Subdivision. 

Generally located north of Travis Street and south of Tiny Browning Boulevard on 

SH 35 N. The property identification for this site is 29853. The preliminary legal 

description for the proposed subdivision will be Lot 1 and Lot 2 of Block 1 of Desai 

Subdivision in Calhoun County, Texas. The total acreage for this plat is 3.99 acres. 

As well as consider and discuss for approval a Variance request for a reduced 

frontage lot width from the minimum of 50 ft to 40.06 ft. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sec. 42-6. - Procedure 

A plat must be approved prior to the offering for sale of any lot, tract, or building site; prior to any 

construction work; and before any map of said subdivision is prepared in a form for recording.  

The applicant for the proposed Desai Subdivision plat is requesting to subdivide the 3.99-acre parcel 

currently developed as their La Quinta Inn and Suites property, into two (2) lots. Lot one (1) is 1.28 

acres and will be the lot for the current site of the La Quinta Inn and Suites. Lot two (2) is 2.71 acres 

of undeveloped land adjacent to lot 1. The applicant is preparing to develop lot 2 as a future hotel. 

Currently the preliminary plat is representing the access for lot 2 through the existing access for the La 

Quinta hotel.  

However, the applicant is considering seeking approval from TxDOT to widen the existing access on 

lot 1 from SH 35 N, and utilizing the flag portion of lot 2 as the easement to improve the access to lot 

2. There is not a direct access from SH 35 N for lot 2. TxDOT will not approve a separate direct access 

to lot 2 from SH 35 N due to the close proximity of the existing accesses to Walmart and La Quinta, and 

because the SH 35 N frontage of lot 2 does not meet the minimum frontage requirements of a lot as per: 

 Sec. 42-131. - Lots. 

(a)Minimum dimensions. 

(1) Sewered lots. Where connection to the city's sewage collection system is available, each lot 

shall have minimum area of 5,500 square feet with a minimum width of 50 feet… 

Therefore, the applicant is requesting a variance to the above referenced code as lot 2 has a 40.06 ft. 

width as the front property line adjacent to SH 35 N. This is 9.94 ft. less than the minimum lot width 

requirement of 50 ft. 

Unfortunately, the applicant has sought shared access with Walmart in the past. Walmart has refused 

the applicant a shared access agreement. Therefore, the applicant has a hardship in developing the 

2.71-acre property to the rear of their existing LA Quinta hotel with adequate access. 

Below references the City Code of Ordnances, Chapter 42 – Subdivisions and Plats, where this 

Preliminary Plat request is compliant and will meet the ordinance as presented. 
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Sec. 42-2. - Purpose. 

(c) The city planning commission, before approving any plats submitted to it, shall refer such plats to 

the departments, agencies, and utilities in this chapter named for their suggestions and comments by 

written report. 

Applicant has adhered to the proper subdivision plat submittal and review procedural process prior 

to presentation before the Planning Commission. 

Sec. 42-5. - Policy. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or agent of any owner of land to lay out, subdivide, plat or replat 

any land into lots, blocks, and streets within the jurisdictional area of this chapter without the proper 

approval of the planning commission. It shall be unlawful for any such owner or agent to offer for  sale 

or sell property for building lots, building tracts or urban use therein, which has not been laid out, 

subdivided, platted, or replatted with the approval of the planning commission in accordance with this 

chapter. 

The applicant is preparing to develop another hotel behind the existing La Quinta Inn and Suites. This 

commercial corridor of SH 35 N is well suited to support a new hotel and the plat serves as the legal 

location for the proposed hotel upon approval of the platting process. 

Department & Agency Comments: 

Engineering:  

• If the access easement is recorded as currently proposed on the preliminary plat, lot two (2) will 

require development restrictions. Commercial retail would not be feasible to be developed on lot 

2 as the access does not serve adequately for semi-truck access for delivery. A proposed hotel 

would be adequate. 

• No direct access to lot 2 from the reduced frontage of 40.06 ft. on SH 35 N. 

• Until final improvements are decided for access to lot 2 and widening existing access on lot 1 is 

approved by TxDOT, the applicant will be required to provide a blanket easement for access to 

lot 2 in writing on the face of the plat, including the fire department conditions stated below. 

TxDOT:  

• A new driveway between La Quinta and Walmart would not meet TxDOT access guidelines. The 

best opportunity for access would be a shared access off the existing Walmart driveway. 

 

 

Fire:  
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• Represent a 25-Foot Fire Lane - Emergency Access Easement and full fire turn around on the 

face of the plat for recordation of the easement that extends through lot 2.  

• Provide engineered plans for all fire sprinkler protection systems for future construction at the 

time of building plan submittal. 

Public Works:  

• Provide utility easements on the plat for lot 2 due to utilities that currently exist on the interior of 

the south and west property lines of lot 2. 

• Provide engineered plans for water, sewer, and drainage at the time of building plan submittal. 

Development Services:  

• Meet all department and agency conditions prior to submitting the final plat. 

• Comply with building permit processes upon plat approval and recordation. 

Planning Board Recommendation: APPROVAL 

Approve of preliminary and final plat, Desai Subdivision. Generally located north of Travis Street 

and south of Tiny Browning Boulevard on SH 35 N. The property identification for this site is 

29853. The preliminary legal description for the proposed subdivision will be Lot 1 and Lot 2 of 

Block 1 of Desai Subdivision in Calhoun County, Texas. The total acreage for this plat is 3.99 

acres. As well as consider and discuss for approval a Variance request for a reduced frontage lot 

width from the minimum of 50 ft to 40.06 ft. 

 

Attachments: 

Desai Preliminary Plat 

Images of the site 

CAD information 

Walmart Subdivision 
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Consider approval of New Plan Options for the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year, with 

Texas Municipal League (TML) Multi-State Intergovernmental Employee Benefits Pool, related 

to the city’s group health insurance coverage.  Presenter is Jody Weaver

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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Date:  June 24, 2021 
 
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
 
From:  JoAnna P. “Jody” Weaver, P.E., Interim City Manager 
  Susan Lang, Director of Finance 
 
Reference: Health Insurance Plan Recommendation for FY 2022 
 
 
We have received and reviewed the available health insurance plan options available to the City for the 
fiscal year beginning October 1, 2021.  According to TML Health Benefits Pool, the City’s current 
provider of coverage, United Health Care, will no longer be an option.  Had the United plan been offered, 
the cost of renewal would have likely increased by more than 6%.  Fortunately, the City’s risk pool has 
partnered with BCBSTX for what it believes to be a 6.9% cost of care savings across the Pool.  We are 
limited in our choices and must respond to TML by June 30, 2021. 
 
Several plan options that closely resemble the City’s current plan have been compared.  Based upon 
the City’s utilization and experience, the coverage option that provide the best benefit for its employees 
will only increase the current rates by 2.25%. 
 
Changes to plan coverage should be highlighted below: 

• The $30 co-pay for office visits will remain the same, but X-rays and laboratory testing will now 
be included in the co-pay.  The previous plan did not include those items in the office visit co-
pay. 

• The prescription drug plan will now allow a 2-tiered Dispense As Written (DAW) option where 
the difference can be paid by the employee if a Generic does not meet the health needs of the 
employee.  The previous plan did not cover the DAW and would only pay for Generic. 

• The Individual Deductible will increase by $200 (all plan choices had the same increase), and 
the Out of Pocket Maximum will increase by $700 in total. 

 
The City is projecting an increase to the annual budget of approximately $21,000 for FY 2022, if the 
City pays the entire amount of the premium increase.  There would only be an offset of approximately 
$4,000 if the City were to equally shift the increase on to its employees.  Based upon this de minimis 
amount, staff is recommending the City budget for the entire increase and maintain the employee 
portion of premiums the same as last year.  As with last year, the city expects to receive a “renewal 
credit” that may offset the increase in premium contributions.  Last year’s renewal credit amounted to 
$5,479.21 per month or $65,751.  TML has not made a final decision on this year’s credit, but we are 
hopeful that this will help to offset the increased premiums for fiscal year 2022. 
 
Staff recommends the approval of BCBSTX Option 2 as offered by TML Health Benefits Pool. 

 

 

Memorandum 
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5/27/2021 7:47 AM

$0.00
6%

Current Plan 2020-2021
Current Rates
P85-30-23 $30 OV

80% / 50%
PPO

$300 In Ded
$550 Out Ded
$2,300 In OOP

$30 OV
NonDAW Rx Plan

EE $569.98 $569.98
EE + Spouse $1,157.08
EE + Child(ren) $1,003.18
EE + Family $1,681.46

0%

New Plan Options Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4
2021-2022 6.42% Increase 2.25% Increase 0.56% Decrease 1.64% Decrease

Copay-500-2K ER Copay-500-3K ER Copay-500-4K ER Copay-750-3K ER
80% / 50% 80% / 50% 80% / 50% 80% / 50%

PPO (copay) PPO (copay) PPO (copay) PPO (copay)
$500 In Ded $500 In Ded $500 In Ded $750 In Ded

$1,000 Out Ded $1,000 Out Ded $1,000 Out Ded $1,500 Out Ded
$2,000 In OOP $3,000 In OOP $4,000 In OOP $3,000 In OOP

$0 Tela Health Copay $0 Tela Health Copay $0 Tela Health Copay $0 Tela Health Copay
$30 OV/$45 SP/$75 UC/$500 ER Copay $30 OV/$45 SP/$75 UC/$500 ER Copay $30 OV/$45 SP/$75 UC/$500 ER Copay $30 OV/$45 SP/$75 UC/$500 ER Copay

DAW1&2 Rx Plan DAW1&2 Rx Plan DAW1&2 Rx Plan DAW1&2 Rx Plan
EE $606.60 $582.82 $566.78 $560.66
EE + Spouse $1,231.44 $1,183.16 $1,150.60 $1,138.16
EE + Child(ren) $1,067.64 $1,025.80 $997.56 $986.78
EE + Family $1,789.50 $1,719.36 $1,672.02 $1,653.96

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

Please sign & date option chosen:
Signature / Date Signature / Date Signature / Date Signature / Date

DAW1&2 Plan: If a brand name drug is dispensed and a generic alternate drug exists, the Covered Individual pays the difference between the brand
name and generic price in addition to the appropriate copayment for the brand name. The cost difference between the brand name and generic price
does not apply to any individual deductibles or out of pocket amounts. The differential applies to all prescriptions purchased through this
program when a generic alternate is available.

NonDAW Plan: If a brand name drug is dispensed and a generic alternate drug exists, the Covered Individual pays the appropriate brand copay.
7/1/2021 10/1/2021 6/25/2021

THIS DOES NOT COMPLETE THE RERATE PROCESS. YOU WILL NEED TO SIGN THE MEMBER OPTION AND DO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING BY 06/25/2021:
1.  Scan an image of the signed member option and email it to underwriting@tmlhb.org, or
2.  Fax the signed member option to (512) 719-6541, attn: Underwriting
THEN A NEW RERATE NOTICE WILL BE GENERATED AND MAILED TO YOU. THE RERATE SHEET MUST BE SIGNED AND 
RECEIVED IN AUSTIN BY 07/01/2021 FOR THE NEW BENEFITS AND RATES TO BE EFFECTIVE FOR 10/01/2021.

MEDICAL COST PROJECTION

MEMBER OPTION

Port Lavaca - PPORTLA1
05/27/21
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Announcement by Mayor that City Council will retire into closed session for 

consultation with City Attorney on matters in which the duty of the Attorney to the City Council 

under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly 

conflicts with the Open Meetings Act (Title 5, Chapter 551, Section 551.071(2) of the Texas 

Government Code).  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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COMMUNICATION

SUBJECT: Return to Open Session and take any action deemed necessary with regard to 

matters in closed session.  Presenter is Mayor Whitlow  

__________________________________________________________________

INFORMATION:
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