
VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

FINANCE & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, June 10, 2019 - 6:45 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF PHONE PARTICIPATION (Roll Call) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Voice Vote) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Voice Vote) 
1. Motion to approve minutes from May 13, 2019 meeting 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Public Comment is encouraged.  The Village Board will receive comments from the public, 

pursuant to State Statutes. Comments will be limited to five minutes on topics relating to the Village of Poplar Grove. Be 
further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for 
further discussion or consideration. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
2. Treasurer Report, Carina Boyd 
3. Engineer Report, McMahon 
4. Public Works, Mitch Hilden 
5. Wastewater Report, TEST 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
6. Discussion and Possible Recommendation to the Village Board to approve Check 

Disbursement and Payroll in the amount of $250,802.99 
 
7. Discussion and Possible Recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 

19-22 A Resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove resolving to procure Engineering 
Services for the Phase 1 Clean & Televise of Sanitary Sewer 



8. Discussion and Possible Recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 
19-23 A Resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove to Authorize Bid Letting for the IL 173 
Water Main Improvements 

 
9. Discussion and Possible Recommendation to the Village Board to approve 255 Oak 

Street a water and sewer bill credit. 
  
ADJOURNMENT (Voice Vote) 
  
KJ 06/06/2019 
  



VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

FINANCE & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, May 13, 2019 - 6:30 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

 

MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Costanza called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT 
President Owen Costanza 
Chairwoman Neeley Erickson 
Trustee Erin Walsh 
Trustee Sophia Ramdass 
Trustee Eric Miller 
Trustee Ron Quimby 
Attorney Roxanne Sosnowski 
Deputy Clerk Katie Jaster 
Clerk Karri Anderberg 
Carina Boyd 
Mitch Hilden 
Chris Dopkins 
ABSENT 
Trustee Jeff Goings 
 
APPROVAL OF PHONE PARTICIPATION (Roll Call) 
None.  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Voice Vote) 
Motion by Chairman Miller, seconded by Trustee Wethington to amend the agenda item 
number 6 check disbursement and payroll in the amount of $226,524.89 to $226,691.43. 
Motion carried by voice vote.  
Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Quimby to approve the 
amended agenda. Motion carried by voice vote.  



  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Voice Vote) 
1. Motion to approve minutes from April 8, 2019 meeting 
Motion made by Trustee Quimby, Seconded by Chairman Miller. Motion carried by voice vote.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Public Comment is encouraged.  The Village Board will receive comments from the public, 

pursuant to State Statutes. Comments will be limited to five minutes on topics relating to the Village of Poplar Grove. Be 
further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for 
further discussion or consideration. 

Dan Cheek at 6:32 pm spoke to the Village Board regarding the drainage issue on Bullard Street. 
President Costanza, Public Works Director Mitch Hilden, and Chris Dopkins stated they will take 
a look at the issue tomorrow once Public Works finishes cold patching.  
 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
2. Treasurer Report, Carina Boyd 

No questions. 
3. Wastewater Report, TEST 
 Trustee Quimby asked if we should send letters to Prairie Green about the grease issue 

in that area. President Costanza and Director Hilden stated we have sent letters and 
flyers about the do's and don'ts for the sewers.  
No other questions. 

4. Public Works Report, Mitch Hilden 
 Trustee Quimby asked about the Grading on Oak Street. Director Hilden stated they are 

working on the issue and are trying to get the water to flow. They are hoping the issue 
will be resolved soon. Public Works will keep an eye on it and will regrade if necessary.  
No other questions.  

5. Engineer Report, McMahon 
 No questions.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
6. Discussion and Possible recommendation the Village Board to approve Check 

Disbursement and Payroll in the amount of $226,524.89 
 Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Wethington. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, Trustee 
Wethington 
 

7. Discussion and Possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Employee 
Health Care Proposal from Blue Cross Blue Shield for PPO Gold & HMO Platinum at a 
cost not to exceed $140,000.  

 Motion made by Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Quimby for discussion.  
Broadmoor Agency Matt Riplinger and Ken Bennett spoke to the Board regrading 
Employee Health Care Proposal. Ken explain the benefits of leaving the current Local 



Government Health Care Plan and switching to Blue Cross Blue Shield. Ken explained 
each of the plans to the Board that Broadmoor presented to the Employees.  
Attorney Sosnowski took the floor to asked questions to Ken regarding the differences 
between Local Government Health Care and Blue Cross Blue Shield for the Board to 
consider the differences.  
Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Quimby to amend the 
not to exceed amount $140,000 to $160,000. Motion carried by voice vote.  
Voting Yea: Finance Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, 
Trustee Wethington 
 

8. Discussion and Possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 19-
17 A Resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois to approve and authorize the 
Village President to execute an agreement with Melrose Pyrotechnics, Inc for fireworks 
display services in the amount of $6,500. 

 Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Walsh. 
Chairman Miller explained the breakdown of the cost to the Village for the fireworks 
and the donation from McMahon and Sosnowski Szeto.  
Voting Yea: Finance Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, 
Trustee Wethington 
 

9. Discussion and Possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 19-
20 A Resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove to authorize additional work to the 2019 
Pavement Maintenance Program. 

 Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Walsh. 
Engineer Chris Dopkins explained the Pavement Maintenance program to the Board and 
what additional work may still need to be done.  
Trustee Wethington stated to Dopkins that they may what to take a look at the Raven's 
Crest entrance for the storm sewer.  
Voting Yea: Finance Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, 
Trustee Wethington 
 

10. Discussion and Possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 19-
21 A Resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove to retain Foss Landscaping to regrade 
Sherman Oaks Drainage Easement & to provide Restoration to the Ray Street Sanitary 
Sewer Project. 

 Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Wethington. 
Engineer Chris Dopkins explained the Sherman Oaks Drainage Easement to the Board. 
They ran out of time last year, so they are planning and finishing the job this year and 
what to make sure that it was clear that they may still have duck ponds left. The 
drainage must be at a certain level, before no ponds will be left.  
Voting Yea: Finance Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, 
Trustee Wethington 
 



11. Discussion and Possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve the purchase 
of a Skid Mounted Sprayer in the amount of $3304. 

 Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Quimby. 
Public Works Director Mitch Hilden explained to the Board the benefits of having this 
sprayer and how it would benefit the staff compared to the current equipment that we 
have. After the sale of the Lesco Mower, the Village earned a total of $3,002. For the 
price of the sprayer it would only cost the Village about $300 out of the budget.  
Voting Yea: Finance Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, 
Trustee Wethington 
 

12. Discussion and Possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve P.C. Tech 2 U 
to purchase and install Lenovo ThinkSystem Tower Server in the amount of $12,277.99 

 Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Quimby. 
Chairman Miller explained the Software Program BS&A is not cloud based, so the server 
is having a hard time keeping up with this software. President Costanza explained the 
benefits of having a new server to become cloud based in case of any issues in the 
future.  
Voting Yea: Finance Chairman Miller, Trustee Quimby, Trustee Walsh, Trustee Ramdass, 
Trustee Wethington 

  
ADJOURNMENT (Voice Vote) 
Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Quimby. Motion carried by 
voice vote.  
Adjournment at 7:13 pm.  
 
  
KJ 06/07/2019 
 











 

McMAHON ASSOCIATES, INC. 1700 HUTCHINS ROAD  MACHESNEY PARK, ILLINOIS 61115 
PH 815.636.9590  FAX 815.636.9591   MCMAHON@MCMGRP.NET   WWW.MCMGRP.COM 

To:    The Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
From:   Chris Dopkins, P.E., Village Engineer 
 
Re:  Engineering Report  
 
Date:   June 5, 2019 

 
Please allow this memorandum to provide a brief summary of major activity that involves the engineering 
department: 

 Former EPI Building:  The demolition is substantially complete.  The Contractor still needs to 
complete some minor clean up, finish grade the site with topsoil, and complete the site restoration 
(seeding, fertilization and installation of erosion control blanket).  It has simply been too wet for the 
Contractor to work, and the Contractor will return to the site to finish once weather conditions allow.  

 2019 Pavement Maintenance Program:  Nearly all of the paving work is complete.  We have run 
into a problem at the very east end of Quail Trap Road.  There was too much moisture present to 
achieve compaction of the stone, so we were not able to finish paving the roadway.  It is advisable to 
install a culvert pipe in order to facilitate drainage (which will help the pavement last longer), and the 
Contractor has submitted pricing for review.   
The sealcoating Contractor contacted our office last week.  They advise that sealcoating of Orth 
Road and the WWTP driveways should occur in late June or early July.    

 Oak Lawn Lift Station:  We have prepared a temporary construction easement and have provided a 
copy of the same to the owner of the park for review and execution.  Once it is returned (and weather 
conditions cooperate) we will schedule the contractor to the site.    

 Hawthorn Meadows:  There has been no change since last month’s report.     

 IL 173 Water Main:  Plans have been submitted to the Village for review, and a resolution 
authorizing bidding is on the Finance Committee agenda.  Once the Village has completed its review 
the plans will be sent to IEPA (and IDOT) for permitting.  Bidding will occur concurrently with the 
permitting process and we would reasonably expect to have the permits at or about the same time 
that the Contractor will be prepared to begin work at the site.   

 Miscellaneous Small Projects:  The weather has set the restoration of the Ray Street ditches 
behind.  We are hopeful that the Contractor can complete the work within the next 7-10 days.     

 South WWTP Access Easement:  It was discovered that the access easement to the South WWTP 
was apparently never recorded.  We have been in coordination with the property owner and surveyor 
and at the time of this memo the easement drawing and legal are complete.  The Village Attorney will 
be developing the easement agreement which will then be presented for approval in July/August.  

 Dog Park Grading Plan:  We have assembled a grading plan for the proposed dog park.  Final 
revisions are being made to the plan per Village comments and it will be done by June 14

th
. 

 Summit Street:  A resident of Summit Street was present at last month’s Committee meeting to 
discuss drainage and sewer issues.  The Phase I Cleaning and Televising of sanitary sewer will 
include provisions to televise the services at the south end of Summit Street, and DPEW Hilden and I 
are scheduled to meet to review the drainage issues.  

 Clean & Televise:  A proposal for the Phase I Clean and Televise is being presented to the Finance 
Committee for approval.  If approved, the project will be done in the fall of 2019.   

  
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (815) 636-9590 with any questions.  Thank you. 



VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 
“A Great Place to Call Home” 

200 Hill Street, P.O. Box 1, Poplar Grove, IL  61065  

Phone: (815) 765-3201 – Fax: (815)765-3571 

www.villageofpoplargrove.com  

 
May 2019 Public Works Report 

 

General:  
 

Neighbors’ Fest planning and scheduling of vendors, rentals, and participants is well under way and everything is 

ready for June 15
th

. Signs to place around town were ordered from Jeff’s lettering and are up. Hydeout is also 

providing some signs and we will put them up as soon as we get them.  

 

Public works has filled both part- time seasonal positions and they are starting the week of June 3
rd

. 

 

We took delivery of our street sweeper and pick up truck that were ordered and both of them have been put to use. 

RNOW had a salesman on site at delivery to train employees on how to properly use the street sweeper.  

 

I attended three classes as part of the UW program that I am in. The topics were Labor and Employee Relations, 

Budgeting for Public Works, and Fundamentals of Public Works Part 2.  

 

With warmer weather and the amount of rainfall we have had, resident contact forms are coming in daily for review 

and addressing. These include potholes, tree branches to be trimmed, sinkholes, grass that needs to be mowed, 

drainage, flooding, standing water etc….Some are easily fixed and some take quite a bit of research on easements, 

plats, and jurisdiction.  

 

Our Lesco zero turn was sold on IBID. We reinvested that money into purchasing a truck mounted weed sprayer and 

are waiting for that to come in and get delivered.  

 

I attended Union negotiations, along with Owen, Ron, and Roxanne. The next meeting is scheduled for June 19
th

.  

 

Owen and I had a meeting with Jeff Petry and his builders regarding Westergren and future expansion. I advised on 

where they already have sewer and water connections, as well as ROW issues we would like to see addressed.  

 

Staff had multiple meetings with Broadmoar insurance company regarding new health insurance for Village 

employees. The meetings were very beneficial and staff appreciates them taking the time to go through the plans.  

 

Carina and I met with a representative from Comed and reviewed their load shed plan, its effects on us, and went 

over our sensitive facilities.  

 

We continue to work with the Boone County Health Dept regarding 203 S. State. The resident has set up multiple 

appointments to gather belongings out of the home and we have to remove boarding to allow her to do so.  

 

 

Vehicle and equipment maintenance/repairs were performed throughout the month. All of the work was performed 

by staff unless otherwise noted. The following work was performed: 

 

-2007 International 7400  

-2005 International 7400  

-2005-2 International 7300  



-Case Skidloader was greased and fluids checked.  

-2016 Kubota Tractor was greased and fluids checked 

-2016 Kubota MX5200 tractor had the seat repaired after a support bracket broke.  

-2017 Kubota Mini Excavator was greased and fluids checked. 

-2012 Ford F-250 had the air conditioning system repaired and recharged. There were multiple holes in the 

evaporator line. 

-2013 GMC 2500 

-2011 Chevy Silverado  

-2016 GMC 1 Ton  

-2019 Schwarze street sweeper had door decals installed.  

-2019 Chevy Silverado had door decals and Weathertech floor mats installed. It also had a strobe lighting package 

installed by Automotive Solutions.  

-Wacker roller  

-Woods finishing mower was greased and had the belts changed. 

-Kubota 48” zero turn was greased and fluids checked, and battery system serviced.  

-Kubota 60” zero turn was greased and fluids checked 

-Kubota 72” front mount mower was greased and fluids checked. It also had new blades installed.  

-The tractor, sweeper, and mowing equipment were pressure washed. 

 

Streets/Storm Sewer:  

 
Rock road has completed all of their manhole adjustments, pavement patches, and resurfacing around town with the 

exception of Quail Trap rd. They have the entire West section done, and roughly 80 percent of the East section done. 

The ground was too soft and there was too much water infiltrating the area to do it properly so they will be back out 

when the weather turns for the better. Staff picked up and delivered 13 manhole rings and covers from Core and 

Main to the contractor.  

 

Staff picked up garbage bags along Woodstock and Whiting roads from community cleanups.  

 

Check drainage areas and grates for obstructions with large rain events. 

 

All Village roads have been swept at least once this month with the exception of Westergren. State Street has been 

swept multiple times.  

 

A large order for sign posts, road signs, traffic safety related signs, speed limit signs, and stops signs was placed 

with Econsigns to help bring the Village signage more up to date and to replace existing bent/too short sign posts. 

Staff will begin installing them next month.  

 

Orth road had patching and shouldering done to prep for sealcoating that is going to get done during the second 

contract of our MFT projects. Staff was able to do this instead of the contractor which resulted in a significant 

savings.  

 

Various street signs were replaced or put back up after wind storms.  

  

The drainage swale behind 300 Oak St. was excavated. It did allow the water to flow from the outlet further South, 

but it appears we need to take the excavation even further. A locate extension has been called in and we will 

continue to work on it as weather allows. This project continues to be on hold with the wet weather.  

 

Potholes were patched on multiple occasions and cold patched was picked up from William Charles airport pit. 

 

Parks/Buildings: 

 



Staff has been out mowing/trimming all Village owned parks and properties on a weekly basis. ROW’s and drainage 

areas will be addressed as needed or as weather allows. Roadside ditches have had their first mowing. The seasonal 

employees should ease the park mowing burden and allow staff to work on other projects throughout the Village.  

 

Broadleaf weed spraying was performed in all of our parks and at the Village Hall. Staff also sprayed non-selective 

herbicide in our ROW properties.  

 

We trucked in 28 yards of mulch to the Village Hall and mulched the beds, islands, and the tennis court beds. 

 

NTrak has completed the EPI demolition project. All of the buildings are down, pallets and debri that were deemed 

to be on Village property were removed, and grading, seeding, and straw blanketing should begin soon. The weather 

has put the project completion on hold. I met with Boone County Soil and Water on site to review drainage plans 

and compliance. His report showed that he did not have any concerns.  

 

A keypad was installed on the walk in door for the Village Hall shed so Edwards tennis center can access their 

equipment without having one of our keys.  

 

Lights were purchased from the bathrooms at Lion’s Park and installed by the Lion’s Club. 

  

Water/Sewer distribution:  
 

Hydrants were flushed in the West and North water systems. 

 

Two employees attended a Julie locating training at the Winnebago County Highway Dept.  

 

Locates were done as required and are coming in abundance daily. We also marked and called in our locates for 

multiple projects that we are working on.  

 

A fire hydrant repair was done on Rt 76 after it was hit by a car.  

 

Meters were read and all un-reads were gathered manually.  

 

Staff has been busy in the newly developed Westergren neighborhood with water turn ons, water turn offs, checking 

bboxes for occupancy permits, low water pressure complaints, utility locates, and meter/mxu installation.  

 

Headworks barrels were emptied at the NWWTP. 

 

The door that was approved at the January board meeting was installed at Well 3 by Barcol Door Company.  

 

Other work performed by staff: 

- 35 non-payment door notices 

- 8 water turn on’s 

- 6 water turn off’s 

- 10 meter replacements/installs 

- 13 MXU replacements 

- 3 bbox adjustments 

- 27 final reads 

- 2 consumption/water quality complaint apts 

 

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me at MHilden@villageofpoplargrove.com or 815-742-0418 

 

 

Mitch Hilden 

Director of Public Works 

 























































































McMAHON ASSOCIATES, INC. 1700 HUTCHINS ROAD MACHESNEY PARK, ILLINOIS 61115
PH 815.636.9590 FAX 815.636.9591 MCMAHON@MCMGRP.NET WWW.MCMGRP.COM

To: The Village President and Board of Trustees

From: Chris Dopkins, P.E., Village Engineer

Re: IL 173 Water Main Replacement

Date: June 5, 2019

As you are well aware, the existing water main at the northwest corner of IL 173/State had failed numerous
times, and has since been taken out of service. The main itself is located within the IL 173 right of way
beneath the northerly curb line, and the main is in very poor condition and simply needs to be replaced and
the Village has authorized engineering earlier this year. I am pleased to advise that the plans for the water
main replacement are currently being reviewed by Village Staff and are nearly ready for public bid letting and
permitting. Attached to this memorandum is a resolution that will authorize bid letting for consideration at the
June Finance and Board Meetings.

I look forward to discussing this at the Finance Committee meeting, In the mean time, please do not hesitate
to contact me at 636-9590 if I may provide additional assistance.



RESOLUTION 19-___ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE TO AUTHORIZE BID 
LETTING FOR THE IL 173 WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS 

 
WHEREAS, the water main located along IL 173 between State Street and Summit 

Street has failed and requires replacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois (“Village”) desires to replace the water 

main and to that end has (1) secured an easement along the north side of IL 173; and (2) has 
authorized the Village Engineer to prepare plans and specifications for public bid letting; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Village’s purchasing policies and State Statute, projects in 
excess of $25,000  are to be publically bid; and 
 

WHEREAS, plans and specifications for the replacement of the water main are ready for 
public bid letting; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village has determined that it is in the best interest of the Village and its 
citizens to undergo the public bid letting process to obtain proposals for the replacement of the 
water main as set forth herein. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village 
of Poplar Grove, Boone County, Illinois, that: 
 

1. The above recitals are incorporated herein and made part hereof. 
 

2. The Village Engineer is hereby authorized to advertise the construction drawings and 
corresponding specifications for the IL 173 Water Main Improvements for public bid 
letting as provided by Ordinance and State Statue.  

 
     
PASSED UPON MOTION BY          
 
 
SECONDED BY           
 
 
BY ROLL CALL VOTE THIS ______ DAY OF ________________, 2019 
 
 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
VOTING “AYE”:           

 
            

 
VOTING “NAY”:           

 
            

 
ABSENT, ABSTAIN, OTHER         
 
 
 



 
APPROVED________________________, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      
 
       
VILLAGE CLERK:_________________________________ 
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