
VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Wednesday, November 13, 2024 - 7:00 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF PHONE PARTICIPATION (Roll Call) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Voice Vote) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Voice Vote) 
1. Motion to approve Board of Trustee Meeting minutes from October 09, 2024 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Public Comment is encouraged.  The Village Board will receive comments from the public, 

pursuant to State Statutes. Comments will be limited to five minutes on topics relating to the Village of Poplar Grove. Be 
further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for 
further discussion or consideration. 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS  
2. Treasurer Report, Carina Boyd  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
3. Motion to discuss/approve reimbursement request for 409 Scarlet Oak Drive.  
 
4. Motion to discuss the Electrical Municipal Aggregation bids and to select a supplier and 

term for our residents and small businesses as the existing contract with Dynegy is 
ending in March 2025. 

 
5. Motion to discuss/approve to approve check disbursement for payments scheduled to 

be paid prior to November 30, 2024, in the amount of $464,588.17 in AP checks, 
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$12,134.98 in insurance expense checks,  $27,915.42 EFTS, and Payroll with estimates 
included $74,135.89 for a grand total of $578,774.46.  

 
6. Motion to discuss/approve the 2024 Tree Lighting  and Staff Scheduling. 
 
7. Motion to discuss Ordinance 2024-17 an ordinance authorizing the levy and collection 

of taxes for the general corporate liability insurance, social security, and audit purposes 
for the fiscal year commencing on May 1, 2024 and ending on April 30, 2025 for the 
Village of Poplar Grove, Boone County, Illinois and action to adopt tentative levy 

 
8. Motion to discuss/approve a 5 foot high divider fence between existing tennis net 

postsleeves - galvanised  black vinyl coated $3,500. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
9.  Motion to go into executive session pursuant to to 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (1) Personnel - The 

appointment, employment compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees of the public body, or legal counsel for the public body and 5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(3) The selection of a person to fill a public office, as defined in this Act, 
including a vacancy in a public office, when the public body is given power to appoint 
under law or ordinance, or the discipline, performance or removal of the occupant of a 
public office, when the public body is given power to remove the occupant under law or 
ordinance. 

 
ADJOURNMENT (Voice Vote) 
 
KJM 11/11/2024 
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VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

Wednesday, October 09, 2024 - 7:00 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Sattler  
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT 
President Don Sattler  
Admin Chairman Owen Costanza 
Trustee Dan Cheek 
Trustee Austin Davies 
Trustee Bruce Moore 
Trustee Betsy Straw via phone 
Clerk Karri Miller  
Attorney Stuart Diamond 
 
ABSENT 
Finance Chairman Jeff Goings 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
APPROVAL OF PHONE PARTICIPATION (Roll Call) 
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Moore to approve Betsy 
Straw phone participation. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, Trustee 
Straw 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Voice Vote) 
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Cheek. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, Trustee 
Straw 
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Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Davies to move item 5 up to 
item 3. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, Trustee 
Straw 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Voice Vote) 
1. Motion to approve Board of Trustees Meeting minutes from September 11, 2024.  

Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Cheek. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
Motion made by Trustee Davies, Seconded by Admin Chairman Costanza amend item 2 
to from August 14th to June 19th, 2024. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT Public Comment is encouraged.  The Village Board will receive comments from the public, 

pursuant to State Statutes. Comments will be limited to five minutes on topics relating to the Village of Poplar Grove. Be 
further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for 
further discussion or consideration. 
No public comment 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2. Motion to discuss/approve to approve check disbursement for payments scheduled to 

be paid prior to September 30, 2024, in the amount of $135,262.30 
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Cheek. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
Trustee Costanza thanked Don for helping get payroll completed in the treasurers 
absence.  
 

3. Motion to discuss and possible action for a possible credit or reimbursement to 
residents effected by the boil order.  
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Moore. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
 Trustee Costanza stated Residents experienced water discoloration due to sediment, 
leading to a boil water advisory. The advisory was precautionary, with no contaminants 
found in the water. Residents were advised to run their tubs for 30 minutes to clear the 
water, leading to increased water bills. Some residents ran water for longer periods, 
resulting in bills amounting to hundreds of dollars. Many residents have expressed 
dissatisfaction, posting their high water bills online and contacting the village with 
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complaints. The advisory primarily affected Sherman Oaks and the northeast part of 
town, impacting approximately 100 to 150 homes. 
 

4. Motion to discuss and possible action for a possible credit and/or long term payment 
plan for 14025 Ashwin Lane. 
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Cheek. 
Trustee Costanza reported that the homeowners experienced a water softener leak, 
resulting in a $1,200 water bill. They are requesting a long-term payment plan to 
manage the cost. 
Motion made by Trustee Davies, Seconded by Trustee Cheek to approve a payment plan 
of 12 months plus their current water bill. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
 

5. Motion to discuss and possible action for a possible credit and/or long-term payment 
plan for the address195 Red Oak. 
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Moore. 
Public Comment for Jolene Crackel - stated her meter was faulty and her bill was $430.2. 
Mrs. Crackel stated she was very upset and that she felt she should not have to pay 
when her bill is normally $135.00. She stated that she did have plumber out and found 
no leaks  
Trustee Costanza stated that since the meter was replaced there was no more issues 
and the water read was back to normal.  
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Moore to adjust the 
bill to the average bill. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
 

6. Motion to discuss update on Community Alert System. 
Motion made by Trustee Cheek, Seconded by Admin Chairman Costanza. 
Trustee Cheek reported  
Three potential systems were evaluated, with a focus on cost-effectiveness and 
functionality. 
The preferred system, Code Red by Onsolve, offers call-outs, emails, and text messages, 
which was a unique feature among the options. The system's cost was discussed, with 
an annual fee structure and a potential three-year contract to reduce costs. 
Trustee Cheek forward the contract over to Attorney Diamond to review and bring back 
next month for final approval  
 

7. Motion to discuss/approve no dogs allowed signs to be placed in Village Parks.  
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Moore. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, 
Trustee Straw 
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8. Motion to discuss/approve Ordinance 2024-16 An Ordinance of the Village of Poplar 
Grove, Illinois amending Title 2 Chapter 3 of the Village of Poplar Grove Code of 
Ordinances regarding Peddlers, Hawkers, and Solicitors.  
Motion made by Trustee Davies, Seconded by Admin Chairman Costanza. 
Trustee Davies stated the ordinance may inadvertently prohibit charitable, political, 
religious, and non-profit organizations from soliciting donations door-to-door. The term 
"solicitor" should be clearly defined to avoid broad interpretations. 
Moved to next month  
 

9. Motion to discuss and possible action to release all executive session records from July 
10, 2024 and August 14, 2024 that include printed, hand written, digital audio 
recordings by the Village Clerk, or anyone else, and security camera recordings from the 
beginning to the end of each executive session for transparency purposes without 
redaction.  
Voting Yea: Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, Trustee Straw 
Voting Nay: Admin Chairman Costanza 
Trustee Costanza is concerned with potential legal issues due to pending criminal 
charges in Boone County.  
Village Attorney advised on potential liability and privacy implications. 
Motion made by Trustee Davies, Seconded by Trustee Cheek release records excluding 
interview content  
Public Comment from David Allgood - Concerns raised about discussing topics in private 
that should be public, highlighting the need for transparency. Emphasized the 
importance of adhering to statutory guidelines for executive sessions. 
   
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT (Voice Vote) 
 
Motion made by Admin Chairman Costanza, Seconded by Trustee Davies. 
Voting Yea: Admin Chairman Costanza, Trustee Cheek, Trustee Davies, Trustee Moore, Trustee 
Straw 
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm  
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Curent Contract                  

Supplier: Dynegy

Current Price: 6.999

Price/Options  Same Rate for both 

Residential and small Commercial 

 ComEd PTC

Oct 2024- May 2025

6.612 cents/kwh                     
100% Renewable/Green 

power Early Term. Fee

MC2

1 yr: 8.85

21 mo: 9.55

1 yr: xx

2 yr: xx

3 yr: xx None

Direct Energy

1 yr: 9.32

16mo: 9.63

2 yr: 10.01

3 yr: 10.34

1 yr: 9.58

16mo: 9.91

2 yr: 10.31

3 yr: 10.69 None

Constellation

3mo: 7.589

1 yr: 10.016

2 yr:  10.63

1 yr: xx

2 yr: xx

3 yr: xx None

Dynegy

1 yr: 9.48

15 mo:  9.65

2 yr: 10.36

3 yr:11.05

1 yr: 9.74

15 mo:  9.91

2 yr: 10.68

3 yr: 11.42 None

* ComEd only bought  50% of the power needed, so they will have a floating rate, which could change on a monthly basis.

Poplar Grove - Prelim Bid 11/07/24-
Aggregation Bid Review
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VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 
“A Great Place to Call Home” 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL  61065 

Phone: (815) 765-3201 – Fax: (815)765-3571 

                  https://www.poplargrove-il.gov/ 

 

 

Memorandum re: Tennis Court Fencing.  11/8/2024 

 To the Village Board, 

 

I’m including this memo on the agenda in regards to an additional item for the tennis 

court rehabilitation project.  The project itself is nearly complete, with minor touch up work left.  

The courts are now playable for tennis, as well as two pickleball courts.  Initially, the divider 

between the pickleball courts was going to be the old tennis net and posts.  After seeing this set 

up and talking with Paul from Midwest Sports Surfaces, we discussed doing a 5 foot high black 

vinyl chain link fence as the divider instead.  This is the typical set up for pickleball courts, with 

examples at Belvidere Park as well as other area pickleball courts. The additional cost to go this 

route would be $3,500 including installation.  I believe this is the right route to go, considering 

the amount of work that has gone into restoring the courts.  It creates a more stable and safer 

divider between the courts and will be significantly more aesthetically pleasing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Howe 

Director of Public Works 
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