
VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

FINANCE & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, October 12, 2020 - 6:30 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF PHONE PARTICIPATION (Roll Call) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Voice Vote) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Voice Vote) 
1. Motion to approve the September 14, 2020  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT Public Comment is encouraged.  The Village Board will receive comments from the public, 

pursuant to State Statutes. Comments will be limited to five minutes on topics relating to the Village of Poplar Grove. Be 
further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for 
further discussion or consideration. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
2. Public Works Director, Mitch Hilden  
3. Treasurer, Carina Boyd  
4. Engineer Report, Chris Dopkins  
5. Wastewater, Test inc  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
6. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve check 

disbursement in the amount of $162,894.24 in AP Checks $ 9,839.51 in insurance 
expenses and $7,853.15 in EFTS for a total of $180,586.90  

7. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 20-
33  a resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois to approve and authorize the 
Village President to execute renewal for operations management and supervision 
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agreement for wastewater treatment plants, lift stations and water treatment plants for 
the Village of Poplar Grove with Test, INC 

8. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Ordinance 20-
24 an ordinance of the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois authorizing the Village to execute 
a promissory note evidencing an general obligation of the Village in an amount not to 
exceed $1,500,000.00 for the purposes of financing the construction of a new public 
works building and appurtenances thereto  

9. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 20-
34 a resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove to procure geotechnical site exploration 
services for the public works building site.    

 
ADJOURNMENT (Voice Vote) 
 
KJA 10/09/2020 
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VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

FINANCE & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
 

Monday, September 14, 2020 - 6:30 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

 

MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order at 6:31pm by President Costanza.  
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT 
 
President Owen Costanza 
Finance Chairman Eric Miller 
Chairman Ron Quimby 
Trustee Jeff Goings 
Trustee Ed Wethington 
Clerk Karri Anderberg  
Attorney Roxanne Sosnowski  
Treasurer Carina Boyd  
Public Works Director Mitch Hilden  
Engineer Chris Dopkins  
 
APPROVAL OF PHONE PARTICIPATION (Roll Call) 
None  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA (Voice Vote) 
Motion made by Trustee Wethington, Seconded by Trustee Goings. Motion passed by voice 
vote.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Voice Vote) 
1. Motion to approve minutes from the August 10, 2020 meeting  

Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Wethington. motion 
passed by voice vote.  
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PUBLIC COMMENT Public Comment is encouraged.  The Village Board will receive comments from the public, 

pursuant to State Statutes. Comments will be limited to five minutes on topics relating to the Village of Poplar Grove. Be 
further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for 
further discussion or consideration. 
none  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
2. Waste Water Report, Test Inc 

no questions for test.  
3. Public Works, Mitch Hilden  

Dog park construction has started and will ready for next year. Public works building 
plans are under way and 173 road project is being finished up.  

4. Treasurer, Carina Boyd  
No questions for carina  

5. Engineer Report, Chris Dopkins  
No questions for Dopkins  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
6. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village board to approve check 

disbursement  in the amount of $107,098.10 in in AP checks, $13,001.79 in Insurance 
Expense checks, and $7,853.15 in      EFTS for a total of $127,953.04 
Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Goings. Motion passed 
by voice vote  
 

7. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Resolution 20-
28 a resolution of the Village of Poplar Grove resolving to award the contract for phase II 
clean and televise sanitary sewer.  
Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Wethington. Motion 
passed by voice vote.  
 

8. Discussion and possible recommendation to the Village Board to approve Ordinance 20-
22 an ordinance of the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois adopting local coronavirus urgent 
remediation emergency support program financial support conditions and certifications  
Motion made by Finance Chairman Miller, Seconded by Trustee Wethington. Motion 
passed by voice vote.  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT (Voice Vote) 
 
Motion made by Trustee Goings, Seconded by Trustee Wethington. Motion passed by voice 
vote.  
meeting adjourned at 6:51pm  
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VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 
“A Great Place to Call Home” 

200 Hill Street, P.O. Box 1, Poplar Grove, IL  61065  

Phone: (815) 765-3201 – Fax: (815)765-3571 

www.villageofpoplargrove.com  

 
September 2020 Public Works Report 

 

General:  
 

We have received our salt bids back from the State and received excellent results. Our bid this year was $46.71 per 

ton, compared to $97.75 per ton we were paying last year. This will be a significant savings to our budget.  

 

Myself, Chris, and Ken were to meet various builders in Westergren to go over TCO issues and the builders did not 

show up. We have documented the issues and are trying to schedule another meeting time to go over the issues with 

the builders.  

 

Staff completed ROW inspections on various new build properties and submitted any changes needed to our office.   

 

I am still trying to get a good price on bulk trees for our parkways. As of now, we are looking to spend between 

$250 and $350 per tree, if our staff were to install them. However, if we install them ourselves, there will not be any 

warranty on the tree. If we want a nursery to install them, the price almost doubles, but the tree is warrantied for a 

year.  

 

Our commercial electrical bidding was completed and a one-year contract was signed with Rock River Energy. This 

was for all Village owned properties that are part of our water and wastewater systems.  

 

IBID is up and running now and our 2007 International has been placed up for auction. It is a two-week auction and 

I will report the results at the October board meeting. If it does not sell, it will be automatically re-listed. Before 

being listed, staffed stripped decals and removed any fittings/lights that would work with our other two older plow 

trucks.  

 

Comfort Solutions performed annual PM’s on furnaces/heaters at all Village owned properties. The heater in the grit 

room at the south plant and the heater at well 3 need to be replaced. Comfort Solutions is replacing the heater at well 

3 and Ion is getting quotes on replacing the unit in the grit room. I will have a separate memo with a 

recommendation for replacement of the heater in the grit room ready for our October board meeting.  

 

At Owens request, I have obtained quotes from three different plumbing companies to replace the toilets, sinks, 

urinals, and drinking fountain at Village Hall with new, touch free fixtures. This would be paid for the CURES 

ACT. 

 

Streets/Storm Sewer:  
 

Staff began prepping trucks for plow season by servicing them and performing PM’s. Cylinders that were leaking 

last season, or have developed leaks since, have been sent out for repair at Sublette Mechanical. Staff replaced any 

noticeably faulty hydraulic hoses as well to prevent down time during a snow event. Other minor repairs were done 

on our trucks and our white 2005 International is currently at Decker Trucks to get the PTO and drive shaft repaired 

or replaced. Staff also did PM’s and serviced our street sweeper and skid loader.  

 

We had a strong storm blow through in August which caused significant tree damage and required cleanup. Various 

cleanup related to this event continued into September. 
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Staff changed batteries in two flashing beacons on Orth Rd.  

 

The remainder of the fence posts were removed from the ROW in Olson Woods, as well as scab trees growing 

behind the curb, as staff preps to snow plow the neighborhood for the first time this winter.  

 

Staff excavated around the inlets and outlets in the Prairie Green drainage swale. We also continued to work in the 

retention pond off of W. Edson Road as time and weather allowed.  

 

Street Sweeping took place throughout the month. 

 

Potholes were patched on multiple occasions. 

 

 

Parks/Buildings: 
 

I continue to work with our design professionals on our new public works facility. Plans are looking great. We still 

have not heard back yet on the DECO grant we are using to do the site improvements. This may delay bidding 

slightly.  

 

Mowing is in full swing on all Village owned parks and properties. The final roadside ditch mowing for 2020 has 

been done. Weather pending, staff will mow off all retention ponds one more time before winter.  

 

Our portion of the old EPI building was broken into. Staff had to board up doors and other points off access until the 

building is demolished as part of our new shop plans. 

   

Broadleaf and non-selective pesticides were applied throughout Village Parks and properties. 

 

Dach Fence has our fence for the dog park on order. Fencing orders are delayed at the moment due to COVID. 

Many homeowners are doing projects around their house this year and fencing seems to be topping the list. Staff 

spent significant time again this month re-shaping the area and trying to grade out low and high spots. We also 

hauled in fill dirt from Olson Woods, Landmark Crossing, and the Boone County Highway Department. All of the 

fill dirt was given to us at no cost. I’ve met with a representative from Conserv FS on site and they have 

recommended that we either get the seed and fertilizer in by October 12th, or we wait to seed it until early spring. 

Staff will start spreading black dirt from Joe Cooling’s the first week of October and get the seed/fertilizer down 

right away if the weather allows it.  I still anticipate the grand opening of the dog park to be in early spring after the 

grass has been established.  

 

Freedom Builders has started to erect our replacement salt shed. The blocks have been set and they anticipate 

installing the canopy the week of October 5th-9th. After the building is complete, I will have an electrician come out 

and install lighting and outlets. We will also need to have our salt hauled back to our site from the Boone County 

Highway facility.  

 

 

Water/Sewer distribution:  
 

The pump for our mini lift station on Bullard Street went bad. We had a backup to install and have ordered another 

pump to have on hand for a backup.  

 

Fire hydrant flushing was completed in our south system this month. We will move on to the west and north system 

in October.  

 

Staff moved sludge at the SWWTP to assist test in their pressing process.  
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I hired Frinks to clean and televise the sewer lateral at 306 S. State St. The owner has had the lined cleaned multiple 

times and televised but his video was not very clean and did not provide footage indicators. I will submit the video 

to McMahon’s office for their sewer team to review.  

 

Locates were done as required by law and are coming in daily. We also marked and called in our locates. 

 

Meters were read and all un-reads were gathered manually.  

 

Other work performed by staff included, door notices, water turn ons, water turn offs meter installs/replacements, 

MXU replacements/installs, bbox adjustments/repairs, final reads, consumption/water quality/pressure complaint 

appointments.  

 

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me at MHilden@villageofpoplargrove.com or 815-742-0418 

 

 

Mitch Hilden 

Director of Public Works 
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McMAHON ASSOCIATES, INC. 1700 HUTCHINS ROAD  MACHESNEY PARK, ILLINOIS 61115 

PH 815.636.9590  FAX 815.636.9591   MCMAHON@MCMGRP.NET   WWW.MCMGRP.COM 

To:    The Village President and Board of Trustees 
 
From:   Chris Dopkins, P.E., Village Engineer 
 
Re:  Engineering Report – August 2020 Activity 
 
Date:   September 10, 2020 
 
Please allow this memorandum to provide a brief summary of major activity that involves the engineering 
department: 

 

• Grant Opportunities:  We continue to monitor grant opportunities for the Village.  As was reported 
last month, there have been grant opportunities announced through the Governor’s office.  These are 
termed “Rebuild Illinois” grants.   There are specific requirements for the funds and we have been in 
close contact with President Costanza regarding the applicability of the funds to Village needs.  The 
grant opportunities to date have been geared towards “shovel ready” projects meaning that all of the 
engineering, permits, easements, etc. must be in hand and the project must be ready to go to letting.  
Further, the grant opportunities are also focusing on project w/ economic opportunities.  The Village 
does not have projects that fit the shovel ready definition, and would not be competitive when scored 
by economic impact.  We will certainly continue to monitor the opportunities available.   

• Washington/Main Improvements: Executed contracts have been received from the Contractor, and 
shop drawing reviews are underway.  We anticipate site work to begin the week of 10/19.     

• Sanitary Sewer Cleaning/Televising Phase II:  Contracts have been sent to Visu-Sewer for 
execution.    

• Public Works Building:  We are pleased to advise that design is approximately 50% complete and 
is on schedule albeit the site design is lagging due to me being out of the office unexpectedly for two 
and half weeks.  Geotechnical proposals have been obtained and are being presented to Board and 
Committee this month for approval.       

• IL 173 Water Main:  The contractor needs to submit a final pay application, we need to provide a 
summary of area of farm field disturbed to the farmer to compute crop damage, finalize the easement 
documents, and we need to provide a final summary of costs to Frontier so that the Village can be 
reimbursed. I would expect that those activities will be complete in the next 30 days.     
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RESOLUTION NUMBER:  20-33 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE, ILLINOIS TO APPROVE 

AND AUTHORIZE THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT TO EXECUTE A RENEWAL FOR 

OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT AND SUPERVISION AGREEMENT FOR 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS, LIFT STATIONS, AND WATER 

TREATMENT PLANTS FOR THE VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE WITH TEST, INC. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village of Poplar Grove (the “Village”) operates a water and wastewater 

utility system; and  

 

WHEREAS, Test, Inc. (“Test”) contracts with municipalities for management, 

supervision, operation and maintenance of the Village’s water and wastewater utilities; and  

 

 WHEREAS, November 1, 2017, the Village and Test entered into an agreement for 

services; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village and Test wish to renew the agreement for services effective 

November 1, 2020 until October 31, 2022; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Test has prepared an Operations Management and Supervision Agreement 

for Wastewater Treatment Plants, Lift Stations, and Water Treatment Plants for the Village of 

Poplar Grove to memorialize the terms of services between the parties; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Poplar Grove has reviewed the proposed 

Operations Management and Supervision Agreement for Wastewater Treatment Plants, Lift 

Stations, and Water Treatment Plants for the Village of Poplar Grove with Test and approves of 

the same; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village now desires to renew the Operations Management and 

Supervision Agreement for Wastewater Treatment Plants, Lift Stations, and Water Treatment 

Plants for the Village of Poplar Grove with Test for management, supervision, operation and 

maintenance of the Village’s water and wastewater utilities services by Test. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village President and Board of 

Trustees of the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois as follows: 

 

1. The above recitals are incorporated herein and made a part hereof. 

 

2. The Village hereby accepts and approves the renewal of the Operations Management and 

Supervision Agreement for Wastewater Treatment Plants, Lift Stations, and Water 

Treatment Plants for the Village of Poplar Grove effective November 1, 2020 until October 

31, 2022, attached hereto as Exhibit A, with Test. 

 

3. The Village President and Village Clerk are hereby authorized to execute and attest the 

Operation Management and Supervision Agreement for Wastewater Treatment Plants, Lift 
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Stations, and Water Treatment Plants for the Village of Poplar Grove with Test for the 

Village’s water and wastewater utilities services attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

 

 

PASSED UPON MOTION BY          

 

SECONDED BY            
 

BY ROLL CALL VOTE THIS ____ DAY OF __________________, 2020 
 

AS FOLLOWS: 
 

VOTING “AYE”:           
 

             
 

VOTING “NAY”:           

 
             

 
ABSENT, ABSTAIN, OTHER         

  
             

 
 APPROVED________________________, 2020 

 

 
 

 
 

___________________________________ 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 

 
 

 

 
 

ATTEST:      
 

 
 

 
              

VILLAGE CLERK 
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EXHIBIT A: Renewal Operations Management and Supervision Agreement for 

Wastewater Treatment Plants, Lift Stations, and Water Treatment Plants for the Village of 

Poplar Grove 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-24 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE, ILLINOIS 

AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE TO EXECUTE A PROMISSORY NOTE 

EVIDENCING A GENERAL OBLIGATION OF THE VILLAGE IN AN AMOUNT NOT 

TO EXCEED $1,500,000.00 FOR THE PURPOSES OF FINANCING THE 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING AND APPURTENANCES 

THERETO 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Poplar Grove, Illinois (“Village”) is a duly organized and 

existing municipality created under the provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois, and is now 

operating under the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, as supplemented and amended;  

 

 WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village have determined that it is 

advisable, necessary, and in the best interest of the Village and its residents to construct a new 

public works building and appurtenances thereto (the “Project”); and   

 

 WHEREAS, the estimated costs of the Project is anticipated to be $1,500,000.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined that there are insufficient funds on hand 

and lawfully available to pay up-front these costs of the Project, and it is necessary to issue 

additional obligations of the Village to pay such costs; and 

 

 WHEREAS, these costs of the Project are expected to be defrayed by the $1,500,000.00 

proceeds of the obligations authorized by this Ordinance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Section 8-1-3.1 of the Illinois Municipal Code provides that the corporate 

authorities of a municipality may borrow money from any bank or other financial institution 

provided such money shall be repaid within 10 years from the time the money is borrowed. The 

mayor or president of the municipality, as the case may be, shall execute a promissory note or 

similar debt instrument, but not a bond, to evidence the indebtedness incurred by the borrowing. 

The obligation to make the payments due under the promissory note or other debt instrument shall 

be a lawful direct general obligation of the municipality payable from the general funds of the 

municipality and such other sources of payment as are otherwise lawfully available. The 

promissory note or other debt instrument shall be authorized by an ordinance passed by the 

corporate authorities and shall be valid whether or not an appropriation with respect to that 

ordinance is included in any annual or supplemental appropriation adopted by the corporate 

authorities. The indebtedness incurred under Section 8-1-3.1., when aggregated with the existing 

indebtedness of the municipality, may not exceed the debt limitation provided in Section 8-5-1 of 

the Illinois Municipal Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 8-1-3.1 of the Illinois Municipal Code, the Village desires 

to borrow $1,500,000.00 from Solutions Bank f/k/a Poplar Grove State Bank and evidence such 

borrowing through a promissory note from the Village to such bank for purposes of financing the 

costs of the Project; and  
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 WHEREAS, the promissory note shall be repaid within 10 years (or less) from the time the 

money is borrowed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the indebtedness evidenced by the promissory note, when aggregated with the 

existing indebtedness of the Village will not exceed the debt limitation provided in Section 8-5-1 

of the Illinois Municipal Code; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the promissory note shall be a General Obligation to the Village; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the promissory note shall be issued in accordance with the terms listed in the 

loan commitment, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the promissory note shall also be secured by the full faith and credit of the 

Village. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village 

of Poplar Grove, Illinois as follows: 

 

1. Incorporation of Preambles.  The Village Board finds and determines that all of the 

recitals contained in the preambles to this ordinance are true, correct and complete and 

incorporates them into this Ordinance by this reference.  

 

2. Determination to Authorize Borrowing via Promissory Note.  It is necessary and in the 

best interest of the Village to undertake the Project for the public health, welfare, safety 

and convenience of the residents of the Village.  Accordingly, the Project shall be 

undertaken.  For the purpose of paying the costs of the Project, a promissory note, along 

with any other documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this Ordinance, are 

authorized to be executed by the Village President pursuant to Section 8-1-3.1 of the 

Illinois Municipal Code in an amount not to exceed $1,500,000.00, payable from (among 

other things) the general fund of the Village and subject to terms in the loan commitment 

in Exhibit A.  Such indebtedness shall be repaid within 10 years (or less) from the date of 

the borrowing.   

 

3. Authorized Signers. Each draw on the promissory note shall be authorized by two account 

signers.  

 

4. Full Faith and Credit Obligation.  The indebtedness evidenced by the promissory note 

shall also be secured by the full faith and credit of the Village. 

 

5. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be held 

invalid, the invalidity of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any 

other provision of this ordinance. 

 

6. Repealer, and Effective Date.  All ordinances, resolutions, or orders or parts of 

ordinances, resolutions or orders, in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are 
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repealed to the extent of such conflict.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect after 

its adoption, approval and publication, as provided by law. 

 
PASSED UPON MOTION BY          

 
SECONDED BY            

 
BY ROLL CALL VOTE THIS    DAY OF     , 2020 

 
AS FOLLOWS: 

 
VOTING “AYE”:           
 
             
 
VOTING “NAY”:           
 
             
 
ABSENT, ABSTAIN, OTHER         
  
         
 

 
 APPROVED________________________, 2020 
 
 
ATTEST:      
 
              
CLERK      PRESIDENT 
 

 

 

  

678.



EXHIBIT A – LOAN COMMITMENT 
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Resolution 20 - 34 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE TO PROCURE 
GEOTECHNICAL SITE EXPLORATION SERVICES FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS 

BUILDING SITE 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Poplar Grove (Village) is currently designing a new Public 
Works Building; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Village desires to retain a professional consulting firm to complete a 

Geotechnical Site Exploration to determine soil types and bearing strengths for use in preliminary 
foundation and site design: and, 
 

WHEREAS, Testing Service Corporation and Geocon Professional Services have 
submitted a proposal for the Geotechnical Site Exploration; and, 

 
WHEREAS, after close and careful consideration, the Village desires to enter into a 

professional service agreement with Geocon Professional Services; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the Village has determined that it is in the best interest of the Village and its 
citizens to retain the services of the Geocon Professional Services for the Geotechnical Site 
Exploration. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village 

of Poplar Grove, Boone County, Illinois, that: 
 

1. The above recitals are incorporated herein and made part hereof. 
 

2. The Village President is authorized to execute a professional service agreement with 
Geocon Professional Services for the Geotechnical Site Exploration Services for the 
Public Works Building for the amount of $5,837.00.   
 

3. FURTHER, said agreement is attached to and made part of this resolution. 
 
 

     
PASSED UPON MOTION BY          
 
 
SECONDED BY           
 
 
BY ROLL CALL VOTE THIS ______ DAY OF ________________, 2020. 
 
 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 
VOTING “AYE”:           

 
            

 
VOTING “NAY”:           
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ABSENT, ABSTAIN, OTHER         
 
 
 
 
APPROVED________________________, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      
 
       
VILLAGE CLERK:_________________________________ 
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