
VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE 

“A Great Place to Call Home” 

 

 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
 

Wednesday, August 22, 2018 - 7:00 PM 

200 N. Hill Street, Poplar Grove, IL 61065 
 

Commissioners – Jake Dykstra (Chair), Jessica Roberts, 
 Don Sattler, Ed Wethington, Keith Richard, Nate Sroka 

 

 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. Motion to approve minutes from June 7, 2018  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: (General Comments) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2. Swearing in of George Fowler  
3. Public Hearing on case 2018-04- The applicant, Trajectory Energy Partners, LLC, PO Box 

310, Highland Park, IL 60035 is requesting a text amendment to the Poplar Grove Zoning 
Ordinance (Chapter 8) pertaining to Sections 8-2-3 Definitions, 8-6-2-B-2 A-1, 
Agricultural/Rural District, 8-6-9-B-2 GB, General Business District, 8-6-11-B-2 LI, Light 
Industrial District, 8-6-12-B-2 HI, Heavy Industrial District and 8-6-13-B-2 Permitted Uses 
Table in accordance with Section 8-5-4, Text Amendment.  The request will allow non-
building mounted solar collectors for export of energy for use by an electrical utility as a 
special use in the above referenced zoning districts.  

4. Public hearing on case 2018-05- The applicant, Poplar Grove Solar, PO Box 310, Highland 
Park, IL 60035, on behalf of the property owner, DYN 173, LLC (First Midwest Group), 
6801 Spring Creek Road, Rockford, IL 61114, is requesting a special use to install two 
non-building mounted solar collectors (total of 36 acres) for export of energy for use by 
an electrical utility (pending text amendment approval) at 4324 Illinois Route 173 within 
the GB, General Business and LI, Light Industrial Districts (Poplar Grove Zoning 
Ordinance Sections 8-6-9-B-2, 8-6-11-B-2 and 8-5-7 Special Use).  PIN:  03-14-300-
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002.  The property is rectangular in shape and is currently being farmed. The solar farm 
will be on the northern part of the property, away from Illinois Route 173.  There is a 
cluster of single family residential to the east and a farmstead to the northwest. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Village of Poplar Grove 
Planning & Zoning commission 

Minutes of June 7, 2018  
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order by Chairman Jake Dykstra at 7:00pm in the 

Poplar Grove Village Hall. 

 

Present: 

Present by roll call were Chairman Jake Dykstra, Don Sattler, Members Nate Sroka, and Ed Wethington.  

Staff present was Gina DelRose. Village representatives present were Administrator Diana Dykstra, and 

Village Clerk Karri Anderberg and Attorney Aaron Sezto.  

 

Minutes: 

Motion was made by Wethington and 2
nd

 by Sattler to approve the October 3, 2017 minutes. Motion was 

carried by voice vote 5-0.  

 

Public Comments: 

No Public Comment.  

 

    

New Business: 

 

Public Hearing on Case 2018-03: Applicant, Steve Thomas, 11619 IL Route 76 on behalf of the 

property owners, Bel-Air Estates, LTD, 11619 Illinois Route 76 and Poplar Grove Aviation Education 

Association, Inc., 5151 Orth Road, Poplar Grove, Illinois 61065. The planned development in the GB, 

General Business District at 11619 Illinois Route 76 and 5151 Orth Road, Illinois 61065. The planned 

development will bring the Poplar Grove Airport and the Poplar Grove Vintage Wings and Wheels 

Museum into compliance with the current Zoning Ordinance so that future expansions can occur. 

Deviations from the Zoning Ordinance include buy are not Limited to: Section 8-6-9-B-1 Permitted 

by Right (Airports are not currently permitted and Public/Private Institutional land uses such as the 

museum are permitted by special use); Section 8-6-9-G-8 Primary Structure Maximum Height: 35 

feet, greater with a special use (Hangars and other buildings may be constructed up to 175 feet); 

Section 8-10-5-A Building Design and Construction Requirements for Business Districts (metal is not 

a permitted primary material) and Section 8-10-7-B-5-b Curbing (some interior drive aisles and 

parking areas may not be curbed). PINs: 05-02-200-004, 05-01-100-011, 05-01-300-014, 05-02-200-

006, 05-01-101-009 and 05-01-101-010. The approximately 250-acre development is irregular in 

shape and consists of the Poplar Grove Vintage Wings and Wheels Museum and the Poplar Grove 

Airport.   

  
The Public hearing was opened at 7:04pm. Gina DelRose stated that the hearing had been published and 

certified notifications had been sent out. Gina DelRose went through the background, finding of facts and 

recommendations. New site plan was given to P and Z commission members.  Staff recommends approval 

of case 2018-03 subject to the following conditions:  

1. The planned community development shall be developed in substantial conformance with the 
narrative and site plan submitted with the application.  

2. A full site plan shall be submitted to and approved by the staff (building, public works, planning, 
etc.) prior to the issuance with the application.  

3. The Planned Development is granting (but not limited to) the following flexible standards:  
Section 8-6-9-B-1  Permitted by Right (airports are not currently permitted and public/private 
institutional land uses such as the museum are permitted by special use); Section 8-6-9-G-8 3



Primary Structure Maximum Height: 35 feet, Greater with a special use (Hangars and other 
buildings may be constructed up to 175 feet); Section 8-10-5-A Building Design and Construction 
Requirements  for Business Districts (some interior drive aisles sand parking areas may not be 
curbed).  

4. The planned community development shall allow for future development, expansions and 
renovations on the subject property that are related to the airport and museum land uses.  

 
The hearing was closed at 7:21pm.  Discussion among commission members followed. 

 
A motion was made by Wethington 2nd by Sattler to approve the finding of facts. Motion was carried by 

roll call 5-0-1 with Dykstra, Richard, Sattler, Sroka and Wethington voting yes.  

 

A motion was made by Sattler by Wethington to approve the staff report as presented. Motion was carried 

by roll call 5-0-1 with Dykstra, Richard, Sattler, Sroka and Wethington voting yes.  

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission members feel that 175 feet is too high for a building by the airport 
and feel that 75 feet more than enough.   
 
An amended motion was made by Sattler 2nd by Sroka to approve the finding of facts amending the 
height of building from 175 to 75 feet.  Motion was carried by roll call 5-0-1 with Dykstra, Richard, 

Sattler, Sroka and Wethington voting yes.  

 
 

 

 
A motion was made by Wethington, 2

nd
 by Sattler to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was carried by voice 

vote 5-0-1.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 pm.        

 

     
 
____________________________________ 

Karri Anderberg  
  

4



 

 

 

Oath of Office 

 

     I, George Fowler do solemnly swear that I will 

 

support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution  

 

of the State of Illinois,  and that I will faithfully discharge the duties 

 

of the office of the Planning and Zoning Member of the Village of 

Poplar Grove to the best of my abilities, so help me God.  

 

 

                                                                     ________________________ 

         George Fowler  

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

________day of ___________, 2017 A.D. 

 

_______________________________                                                                              

 Village Clerk 
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