
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING - 

OCTOBER 21, 2025 AGENDA 
Tuesday, October 21, 2025 at 7:30 PM 

Online via Zoom 

 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81892274132?pwd=T4OVGbgS1FcqAwaACs8RSbdpL3E14j.1  

CALL TO ORDER 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS STATEMENT 

Notice of this meeting has been given to the Hopewell Valley News, Trenton Times and was posted on 

the bulletin board at Borough Hall at 30 North Main Street and on the Borough website according to the 

regulations of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

ROLL CALL 

1. ( ) Holtermann ( ) Baum ( ) Chandler ( ) Coats ( ) Davis ( ) Homel ( ) Shivers 

( ) Ford ( ) Wallace    

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Meeting open to public for comments.  

Please raise your hand and when the secretary acknowledges you state your name and address for 

the record.  There will be a total of 15 minutes allotted for public comments. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

2. *September 22, 2025 Minutes 

APPLICATIONS 

3. *25-006 - 221 S. Main Street, Block 801, Lot 28 - Windows and Doors  

4. *25-007 - 141 S. Main Street, Block 601, Lot 5 - Addition 

OTHER BUSINESS 

5. Mercer County - Municipal Historic Preservation Projects Email 

6. Street Trees in the Historic District 

7. Hopewell Valley Historical Society's History Awards Criteria for Historic Preservation 
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8. Review the 2025 Master Plan Initiative Process 

9. Update to Areas in Need of Redevelopment 

10. Certified Local Government 

11. New Homeowner Letter 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

*Indicates Action may be Taken 
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BASEMENT PLAN
1/4" = 1'-0"
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Borough of Pennington 

30 N. Main Street 
Pennington, New Jersey   08534 

609-737-0276 x3 
 

, 2025 
 
New Resident 
 
RE: N. Main Street   
 Block, Lot  

Crossroads Historic District  
 

Sent via U.S. Mail    
 

Dear New Homeowner, 
 
Congratulations on the recent purchase of your home and welcome to Pennington Borough!   

 
You are receiving this informational letter as your home is located within Pennington Borough’s Historic 

District.  The Pennington Borough Council established a Historic Preservation Ordinance for the long-

term protection of Pennington’s historic character in 2011. As part of the ordinance, Pennington’s 

Crossroads Historic District was established and a Historic Preservation Commission was formed.   
 

The goal of the Commission is to protect Pennington from the loss of its unique historic character over 

time. The ordinance was carefully written to minimize the inconvenience of the review process and the 

requirements are the result of substantial community input. To safeguard the history and character of the 

properties identified within the Historic District and pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-65.1, Borough Code 
Chapter 119, certain exterior changes are subject to review by the Pennington Borough Historic Preservation 
Commission. 
 

Demolition of historic structures is discouraged, and certain types of exterior changes which are visible 

from the street are reviewed. In many cases, attendance at a meeting is not required. The attached sheet 

provides a summary of when you do and do not need to apply to the Commission for proposed changes, 

and how the application and approval process works. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission has a webpage that can address questions about this process: 

https://www.penningtonboro.org/1212/Historic-Preservation-Commission.  Scroll to the bottom of the 

webpage to FAQs.    
 
Please contact Robin Tillou, HPC Board Secretary, at 609-737-0276 x3 or planning@penningtonboro.org for 
any questions or concerns you may have. 
 
Regards, 

The Historic Preservation Commission 
Eric Holtermann, 2025 HPC Chair; Bob Chandler, 2025 Vice-Chair; Mary Baum; David Coats; Jack Davis; 
Katrina Homel; Natalie Shivers; George Ford, Alt I; Craig Wallace, Alt II 
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Borough of Pennington  - Historic Preservation Commission Review Procedures 1 
 

 

 
BOROUGH OF PENNINGTON  

HISTORIC REVIEW PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
Pennington’s Historic Preservation Ordinance regulates changes made to individually-listed 
historic sites and properties located within the historic district.  The ordinance meets the 
requirements of New Jersey’s Municipal Land Use Law (MLUL).  Also, the ordinance is available 
on line at the Borough website:  www.penningtonboro.org.    
 
According to the ordinance, the Historic Preservation Commission is charged with determining 
whether proposed changes to existing historic sites or buildings within Historic Districts are 
appropriate.  This is accomplished by a review process which results in issuance of a “Certificate 
of Appropriateness” (C of A).  The ordinance specifically identifies when a Certificate of 
Appropriateness is required, and when it is not required. 
 
 Historic Review Required: 

• Changes to the exterior of a structure which are visible from the street, including 
replacement of doors and windows 

• Demolition of any principal building or part of a principal building,  

• Relocation of principal buildings 

• Building additions and new construction visible from the street. 
 
 Historic Review not required: 

• Changes to the interior of a structure 

• Exterior or interior painting 

• Ordinary maintenance and repair with in-kind materials 

• Replacement of any materials with new materials which match design, scale and 
appearance 

• Replacement of roofing materials with any replacement material 

• Changes to landscape, walkways, driveways, fences, signs or other site items 

• Exterior lighting not attached to principal structure or not visible from street 

• Changes in technology including solar panel, satellite dishes, or HVAC equipment 

• Work related to an accessory structure in a rear yard 

• Alterations to structures constructed after 1945 
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Borough of Pennington  - Historic Preservation Commission Review Procedures 2 
 

 
 
(continued) 
 
The Historic Preservation ordinance includes specific criteria for the review and approval 
process.  The Historic Preservation Commission must comply with these criteria in determining 
the appropriateness of any application. 
 
When it is determined that the proposed work requires Historic Review, there are two types of 
applications for a Certificate of Appropriateness: 
 

1. For most changes, the Property Owner submits an “Application for Certificate of 
Appropriateness”, available at Borough Hall.  The Historic Preservation Commission then 
reviews the application at a regular monthly public meeting, and approves or denies the 
application, consistent with the requirements of the ordinance.  Approvals may include 
conditions.  
 

2. Certain minor changes, generally related to doors, windows or exterior sheathing, can 
be approved quickly with a “Minor Work Application”, which does not require review at 
a regular monthly meeting. 
 

Either type of application, when approved, is issued a “Certificate of Appropriateness”.  In the 
case of a disagreement, the actions of the Historic Preservation Commission may be appealed 
to the Borough Planning Board 
 
Note that the Historic Preservation Commission acts only in an advisory capacity when 
applications are made to the Planning or Zoning Boards for Site Plan, Subdivision or Variance 
Applications.  The Historic Preservation Commission does not issue a Certificate of 
Appropriateness in these cases, but instead submits their review and recommendations to the 
Planning Board. 
 
Also note that the Certificate of Appropriateness is independent from and does not replace any 
other required reviews or approvals such as zoning and building department approvals 
 
Historic Preservation Commission meetings are open to the public and are generally held on the 
third Tuesday of the month at Borough Hall.  Please check in advance to verify that a meeting is 
scheduled. 
 
December, 2012 
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