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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, January 10, 2023 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 

When:  January 10, 2023 12:00 PM Alaska 

Topic:   January 10, 2023 Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/96232354380?pwd=UkU0b1JiaHl5SGQ4OU1lSzNaZTdCZz09 

Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 

Passcode: 289401 

Or Telephone: 

        (253) 215 8782 US (Tacoma) or (720) 707 2699 US (Denver) 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 11.08.2022 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

6. Consent Calendar 

7. Public Hearing Items 

A. 1. Consideration of an application from Bruce Stedman for two variances at 203 N. 4th 
St. (PID: 01-006-206) 
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(a) a variance from the 80' road frontage requirement to allow a lot with 75' road 
frontage and, 

(b) a variance from the 8,000-sf minimum lot size requirement to allow for a lot of 
7,500sf. 

2.  Consideration of an application from Bruce Stedman for a minor subdivision at 203 
N. 4th St. (PID: 01-006-206) 

 

     

8. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 

B. Staff Comments 

C. Next Meeting is February 14, 2023 at 12:00noon in the Assembly Chambers 

9. Adjournment 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, November 08, 2022 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 

When:  November 8, 2022 12:00 PM Alaska 

Topic:   November 8, 2022 Regular Planning Commission Meeting 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/96232354380?pwd=UkU0b1JiaHl5SGQ4OU1lSzNaZTdCZz09 

Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 
Passcode: 289401 

Or Telephone: 
        (253) 215 8782 US (Tacoma) or (720) 707 2699 US (Denver) 

Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 
Passcode: 289401 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00noon. 

2. Roll Call 

PRESENT 

Commission Chair Chris Fry 

Commission Secretary Sally Dwyer 

Commissioner Jim Floyd 

Commissioner Marietta Davis 

Commissioner Phillip Meeks 
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ABSENT 

Commission Vice-Chair Heather O'Neil 

Commissioner John Jensen 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd to 
approve the agenda as presented. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd, 
Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Meeks 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Davis to 
accept the minutes from the October 11, 2022 meeting as presented. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd, 
Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Meeks 

A. Meeting Minutes from October 11, 2022. 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

None. 

6. Consent Calendar 

None. 

7. Public Hearing Items 

Commissioner Jim Floyd asked if the plan is to leave the sign on the corner of the 
property. Chad Wright spoke on behalf of the Petersburg Indian Association to address 
questions. Chad stated that PIA would grant an easement for the sign to remain on the 
corner. 

Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer to 
approve the application to include the Findings of Fact. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd, 
Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Meeks 

A. Recommendation to the Borough Assembly to amend the zoning map by changing Lot 
B, Greenbelt Subdivision from Open Space-Recreation to Commercial-1 (PID: 01-006-
431). 
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8. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 
None. 

B. Staff Comments 

Director Liz Cabrera stated there is an agenda item for next month, so there should be 
a meeting. 

C. Next Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 13, 2022 at noon. 

9. Adjournment 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd to 
adjourn. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd, 
Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Meeks 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05pm. 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
Meeting date: January 10, 2023 

 
TO:   Planning Commission 

FROM:  Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development Director 

Subject:   PLATTING VARIANCE & MINOR SUBDIVISION 
   203 N 4th Street (PID: 01-006-206) 

 

Recommended Motions: 

I move to approve a platting variance along with findings of facts to allow a road frontage of 75’ 
and lot size of 7,500 sf at 203 N 4th Street. 

I move to approve a minor subdivision along with findings of facts and conditions of approval at 
203 N 4th Street. 

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission makes the following findings of fact:  

1. An application for a variance was submitted by Robert Bruce Stedman (applicant) and fees 
paid on July 18, 2022.  

2. The subject property is located at 203 N 4th Street. 
3. The existing lot is 17,500 sf and zoned single-family residential. Surrounding properties are 

also zoned single-family residential. 
4. The subject property has access to municipal water and sewer, and electric services. 
5. Surrounding area is well-developed with residences. 
6. The stated intended use for the subdivided property is residential use. 
7. The proposed northern lot: 

a. Lot area is approximately 7,500 sf, which does not meet the minimum lot size of 
8,000-sf. Applicant has requested a platting variance. 

b. Legal and practical access is N. 4th Street. 
c. Road frontage is 75’, which does not meet the 80’ required in the district. Applicant 

has requested a platting variance. 
d. There is an existing car port on the lot. 

8. The proposed southern lot:  
a. Lot area is approximately 10,000 sf, which exceeds the 8,000-sf minimum lot size 

for the zoning district. 
b. There is an existing 2,861 sf one-family residence and garage on the property.  
c. Minimum yard setback requirements for the structure are met. 
d. The proposed lot coverage is 16%, which is below the maximum 35% allowed in 

the district. 
e. This is a corner lot and has legal and physical access to N 4th Street and Excel St. 

9. Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the subject property. 
10. On January 10, 2023, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning 

Commission. 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
Meeting date: January 10, 2023 

 
11. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 

materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 

Section 2. Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning Commission 
makes the following determinations: 

1. The proposed subdivision would create one 10,000-sf lot and one 7,500-sf lot. The 7,500-sf 
lot is smaller than the minimum lot size for the district, however many lot sizes in this 
neighborhood are 5,000-sf. The 7,500-sf lot size is adequate to accommodate a residence 
and required off-street parking.  

The substandard size of the lot is not likely to cause detriment to surrounding properties 
given that other lots in the area are smaller. The proposal is not likely to be detrimental to 
public health, safety, or welfare as existing and planned uses on the subject properties are 
consistent with allowed uses for the district. 

2. The proposed 7,500 sf lot has a road frontage of 75’, which is less than the required 80’ for 
the district, however many lots in this neighborhood have road frontage of only 50’. The 
road frontage for the proposed lot is sufficient to allow for a driveway and provide off-
street parking for future residential development.  
 
The substandard road frontage is not likely to cause detriment to surrounding properties 
given that other lots in the area are smaller. The proposal is not likely to be detrimental to 
public health, safety, or welfare as existing and planned uses on the subject properties are 
consistent with allowed uses for the district. 
 

3. Conditions of approval prior to recording of plat: 

• The subdivider submits a plat based on the sketch approved by the Planning 
Commission with legible lettering meeting the generally accepted standards for good 
draftsmanship as prepared by a professional land surveyor, properly registered in the 
State of Alaska, drawn to scale, and provided in a format, size, suitable for recording.  

• The existing car port on the northern lot shall be removed. 

 

_____________________________________________ 
Chair, Planning Commission 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Secretary, Planning Commission 
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January 4, 2023 
 
Petersburg Planning Commission  
PO Box 329 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
 
Dear Commission Members,  
 
Director Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development 
 
Thank you for the notice of public hearing for consideration of the application for the two 
variances and minor subdivision at 203 N 4th Street (PID: 01-006-206).  
 
We are neighboring property owners with an adjacent property line located at 204 N 3rd 
Street.  This letter serves as our public comment supporting the application for the 
proposed variances.   
 
We have a verbal agreement with the 4th street property owner to purchase the adjacent, 
wooded lot directly behind our property.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.     
 
Sincerely,   
 
 
Tom Abbott and Elizabeth Hart  
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