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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar! 
When: January 21, 2025 06:00 PM Alaska 
Topic:  January 21, 2025 Assembly Meeting 
 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/88075594564?pwd=XWr1mhwR3RyCbEGOcgscxddR7dEbQN.1  
Passcode:482260 
 
Join by phone: 
(720) 707-2699 or (253) 215-8782 
Webinar ID: 880 7559 4564 
Passcode: 482260 
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. January 6, 2025 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Bid Awards 

A. Pumps and Related Equipment for Pump Station 4 Project Bid Award 

Public Works Director Cotta recommends award of the Pumps and Related Equipment 
bid to DPX/Alaska Pump and Supply, of Anchorage, for an amount not to exceed 
$158,208. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 
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9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

10. Consent Agenda 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Resolution #2025-02 Edit Notification 

After the adoption of Resolution #2025-02 on January 6, Clerk Thompson was 
informed that Proposal 242 was not an ADF&G proposal.  Proposal 242 to the Board 
of Fisheries was drafted by the Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.  The only reference to 
Proposal 242 being an ADF&G proposal was in the title of the resolution.  Clerk 
Thompson edited the title before the Resolution was signed to reflect that Proposal 
242 was submitted by the Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.  A copy of the edits made to 
Resolution #2025-02 is attached in this meeting packet. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. January 21, 2025 Mayor's Report 

13. Manager's Report 

A. January 21, 2025 Manager's Report 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-24:  An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of General 
Obligation Bonds of the Borough, in the Principal Amount not to Exceed 
$3,500,000, to Pay the Costs of Public School Capital Improvements; Fixing 
Certain Details of Such Bonds; Authorizing the Sale of Such Bonds; Authorizing 
the Preparation, Execution, and Delivery of Certain Documents in Connection 
Therewith; Pledging the Full Faith and Credit of the Borough to the Payment 
Thereof; and Providing for Related Matters - Third and Final Reading 

If approved, Ordinance #2024-24 will authorize the issuance of General Obligation 
Bonds in the principal amount not to exceed $3.5 million to fund capital improvements 
for the Petersburg School District. The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance 
#2024-24 in its first and second readings. 

 

15. New Business 

A. Republic Services Municipal Solid Waste and Transportation and Disposal 
Contract Extension 

The Borough's two-year solid waste contract with Republic Services expires in 
September of 2025, but has an option to extend the agreement for one year if the 
Borough notifies Republic Services of the extension by February 1, 2025.  Public 
Works Director and SEASWA Representative Cotta recommends the extension to 
provide time for SEASWA to conduct a solid waste study to determine how the 
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Southeast region can work together on waste disposal in the future.  If the Republic 
Services contract is not extended and the waste disposal picture is still unclear with 
SEASWA in September of 2025, the Borough would either need to find another solid 
waste vendor or obtain our own fleet of containers to use for solid waste shipment via 
Republic.  The monetary value of extending the contract for one year is expected to be 
between $425,000 and $475,000 at a rate of $192.40/ton starting September 1, 2025. 

B. Support for Reauthorization of Secure Rural Schools (SRS) Funding 

The Petersburg Borough has received approximately $500,000 annually from the 
Secure Rural Schools Reauthorization Act of 2023 which is used to maintain high 
quality education services in our local schools and to maintain our municipal roads.  A 
bill to reauthorize and extend the SRS program through 2026 passed the Senate but 
died in the House in November of 2024.  If SRS funding is not reauthorized by the 
119th US Congress, the Borough will need to decide to reduce funding to the school 
district or raise our property tax rate to the maximum allowed by Borough Charter.  If 
approved, the attached letter urging reauthorization of the Secure Rural Schools 
Reauthorization Act of 2023 will be sent to Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and 
Representative Begich.  

C. Assembly / School Board Work Session 

Borough Charter Section 8.04 provides that the Assembly and School Board shall 
meet at least once yearly in public session to discuss and coordinate financial 
planning, capital improvement needs, comprehensive plans for education, and other 
matters of concern.  Thursday, February 6, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. has been suggested for 
the work session. 

D. Appointment to the Planning Commission 

Donald Sperl has submitted a letter of interest to fill the vacant seat on the Planning 
Commission until the October 2025 Municipal Election. 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since January 2, 2025 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

B. Recognitions 

18. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, January 06, 2025 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Vice Mayor Donna Marsh 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Scott Newman 
Assembly Member Rob Schwartz 
Assembly Member Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member James Valentine 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. December 16, 2024 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

The December 16, 2024 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Valentine. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 
 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Schwartz, Seconded by Assembly Member Newman. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 
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5. Public Hearings 

A. Ordinance #2024-24:  An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of General 
Obligation Bonds of the Borough, in the Principal Amount not to Exceed 
$3,500,000, to Pay the Costs of Public School Capital Improvements; Fixing 
Certain Details of Such Bonds; Authorizing the Sale of Such Bonds; Authorizing 
the Preparation, Execution, and Delivery of Certain Documents in Connection 
Therewith; Pledging the Full Faith and Credit of the Borough to the Payment 
Thereof; and Providing for Related Matters 

No testimony was given. 

6. Bid Awards 

A. Pump Station 4 and Force Main Replacement Project Bid Award 

The Assembly unanimously approved award of the Pump Station 4 and Force Main 
Replacement Project to Rock-N-Road Construction for an amount not to exceed 
$2,090,300. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

Debra O'Gara, PIA President, urged the Assembly to approve Resolution #2025-01. 

John Jensen and Craig Evens each spoke in support of Resolution #2025-02. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

No views were shared. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

There were no reports. 

10. Consent Agenda 

There were no consent agenda items. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter updated the Assembly on Medical Center activities. 

B. US Forest Service Update 
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District Ranger Case gave an update on Forest Service activities. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. January 6, 2025 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen read his report. 

13. Manager's Report 

There was no written Manager's Report. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-24:  An Ordinance Authorizing the Issuance of General 
Obligation Bonds of the Borough, in the Principal Amount not to Exceed 
$3,500,000, to Pay the Costs of Public School Capital Improvements; Fixing 
Certain Details of Such Bonds; Authorizing the Sale of Such Bonds; Authorizing 
the Preparation, Execution, and Delivery of Certain Documents in Connection 
Therewith; Pledging the Full Faith and Credit of the Borough to the Payment 
Thereof; and Providing for Related Matters - Second Reading 

If approved in three readings, Ordinance #2024-24 will authorize the issuance of 
General Obligation Bonds in the principal amount not to exceed $3.5 million to fund 
capital improvements for the Petersburg School District. 

The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #20224-24 in its second reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution #2025-01:  A Resolution Approving the Real Property Improvement 
and Conveyance of Borough Owned Land, Described as Lots 25 and 26, Block 
302, Lots 7, 8, 9, and 10, Block 304, and Lots 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15, Block 305, 
Airport Addition Subdivision, According to Plat 77-2 Recorded on March 1, 1977; 
Seven (7) of which will be Conveyed to the Tlingit Haida Regional Housing 
Authority (THRHA) and Four (4) of which will Stay in Borough Ownership, for the 
Purpose of Expanding the Airport Subdivision; and Authorizing the Borough 
Manager to Sign Conveyance Documents 

By roll call vote, the Assembly unanimously approved Resolution #2025-01. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
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Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 

B. Resolution #2025-02:  A Resolution Supporting Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game (ADFG) Proposal 243 and Opposing Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Proposal 
242, both of which will be Considered at the January 28 - February 9, 2025, 
Alaska Board of Fisheries Meeting 

Resolution #2025-02 was unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Schwartz, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Newman. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 

C. 2025 Capital Projects List 

The Assembly approved the Capital Projects List as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Valentine. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 

D. 2025 Federal Priority Projects List 

The Federal Priority Project List was unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Newman, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since December 12, 2024 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

There were no comments. 

B. Recognitions 

There were no recognitions. 

18. Adjourn 
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The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Valentine. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, 
Assembly Member Valentine 
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Public Works Department 

PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4430 Fax (907) 772-4102 

www.petersburgak.gov 

 

        

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

         Memorandum 
 

 

 

January 14, 2025 

 

To:  Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 

 Mayor Jensen and Members of the Petersburg Borough Assembly 

 

From:  Chris Cotta, Public Works Director 

Re:  Pumps and Related Equipment for Pump Station 4 – Bid Award Recommendation 

 

Petersburg’s Borough Assembly recently awarded construction of the Pump Station 4 project to Rock-N-Road 

Construction. A separate bid process was undertaken by the Borough to purchase the pumps and related 

equipment needed for the project. 

 

In response to the Borough’s bid solicitation for pumps and equipment, 1 respondent submitted a timely bid: 

DPX / Alaska Pump and Supply. DPX’s bid is summarized in the attached bid tabulation form. The pumps and 

equipment will qualify for ADEC reimbursement under the terms of the Borough’s ADEC loan for Pump Station 4, 

and the overall project budget is more than adequate to support this purchase. 

 

For the reasons outlined above, Public Works recommends award of the Pumps and Related Equipment bid to 

DPX / Alaska Pump and Supply, of Anchorage, in the amount of $158,208. If you agree with this 

recommendation, please forward it to the Borough Assembly for consideration at their next regular meeting to 

be held on January 21st, 2025. I will be present at the meeting to answer any questions that you or the Assembly 

may have about this proposed award. Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

Attachment: Bid Tabulation (1 page) 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION #2025-02 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY OF PETERSBURG, 

ALASKA, SUPPORTING ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME (ADFG) 
PROPOSAL 243 AND OPPOSING ADFG TERRITORIAL SPORTSMEN, INC. 

PROPOSAL 242, BOTH OF WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED AT THE JANUARY 28 
- FEBRUARY 9, 2025, ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES MEETING 

 
WHEREAS, the commercial Southeast Alaska Red King Crab fishery is almost exclusively 

an Alaskan resident fishery; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough has the largest commercial Red King Crab fleet in 
the State of Alaska and the largest crab processor in the region; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current ADFG Red King Crab management plan does not allow for annual 
commercial Red King Crab harvest even when there is a harvestable surplus; and 

 
WHEREAS, ADFG has proposed a new management plan in Proposal 243 that will allow 

for a commercial fishery when scientifically and biologically available; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough supports the scientific analysis of the State of Alaska and ADFG, 
which protects and allows a sustainable harvest of the Red King Crab resource on which coastal 
communities like Petersburg depend; and 
 

WHEREAS, when open, the commercial Red King Crab fishery supports 100 local fishing 
and processing jobs, and provides $2 million in additional fishing income; and 
 

WHEREAS, Proposal 243 was generated in collaboration with ADFG, the fishing 
community and processing community; and 
 

WHEREAS, Proposal 243 will not hurt other user groups of Red King Crab, it will only 
allow access to Red King Crab already allocated to the commercial fishery; and 
 

WHEREAS, Proposal 242 would reallocate the remaining commercial Red King Crab 
Guideline Harvest Level (GHL) in area 11-A to the personal use fishery; and 
 

WHEREAS, personal use fishermen already receive 60% of the Red King Crab GHL in 
11-A; and 
 

WHEREAS, Area 11-A’s biomass is important to the area wide stock assessment for the 
commercial fishery; and 
 

WHEREAS, reallocating 11-A Red King Crab from the commercial GHL to personal use 
would lead to further season closures of the commercial fishery and would reduce harvest 
opportunity for the local commercial fishing fleet.  
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ASSEMBLY, 
THAT: 
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Section 1. The Petersburg Borough Assembly strongly supports Proposal 243 and opposes 
Proposal 242, both of which are scheduled for consideration at the January 28 - February 9, 2025, 
Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting. The Assembly urges the Board to support Proposal 243 and 
oppose Proposal 242 to prevent detrimental economic and social impacts on Alaska’s coastal 
fishing industry and communities. 
 
Section 2.  The Petersburg Borough reaffirms its support for ADFG and the commercial Red King 
Crab fleet, acknowledging their essential contributions to Petersburg’s economy, community well-
being, and sustainable fishery practices. 
 
Section 3. The Petersburg Borough calls upon the Alaska Board of Fisheries to commit to 
science-based, objective assessments for Red King Crab management, working in collaboration 
with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the processing industry, and the fishing community 
to ensure that management decisions reflect the value and benefits Alaska’s fishing industry 
brings to all residents. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly this 6th day of January, 
2025. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 

Rebecca Regula, Deputy Clerk 
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Mayor’s Report  

for 
January 21, 2025 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 

1. American Cruise Lines: The Borough has been discussing the possibility of a 
new dock in Petersburg for American Cruise Lines to use. It is important for 

everyone to weigh in on this important topic.  
 

2. Seeking Letters of Interest: The Petersburg Borough is accepting letters of 

interest from citizens who wish to serve the community by filling one of the 
vacant seats on the following Borough Boards until the October 2025 Municipal 

Election: 
 

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – one vacant seat 

 Planning Commission – one vacant seat 
 

Letters of interest may be submitted to Clerk Thompson at the Borough offices 
located at 12 S. Nordic Drive; by sending to PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  
99833; or by emailing to dthompson@petersburgak.gov.  

 
3. Assembly Work Session with Hospital Board: The Assembly and the 

Hospital Board will hold a work session in the Assembly Chambers on Monday, 
January 27, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.  Borough Charter Section 9.04 states a public 

work session must be held at least once per year to discuss and coordinate 
financial planning, capital improvement needs, comprehensive plans for health 
care and other matters of concern. 

 
4. Alaska Municipal League Winter Legislative Conference:  Mayor Jensen 

and Assembly Member Lynn will be attending the AML Winter Legislative 
Conference in Juneau February 18 – 20, 2025. 
 

5. Tlingit Haida Regional Housing Authority (THRHA) and the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Program to Provide Free Tax 

Preparation Support:  THRHA and the VITA program will be at the Petersburg 
Indian Association on March 10, 2025, from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. to provide free 
tax preparation support.  There will also be a Financial Education Workshop 

given from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.  See the attached flyer for more information. 
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Items to BringFree Tax Assistance

info@thrha.org
lending@hyfclending.com

5446 Jenkins Drive
 Juneau, AK 99801

(907) 780-3105 
Call toll-free (888) 241-6868

THRHA and the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program are coming to your community to 
provide tax preparation support.

Please note that we do not provide assistance for 
comprehensive income tax returns, business tax 
returns, or returns involving litigation or ongoing 
legal action. 

Free Tax Preparation: 
March 10, 4 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Financial Education Workshop: 
March 10, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

Location: 
Petersburg Indian Association
15 N. 12th St., Petersburg, AK

Dinner will be provided for the attendees 

If you can’t access our events, you can send a 
completed intake/interview form 13614-C, photo 
ID, and all tax documents to the address below. 
Attention: THRHA VITA Program
5446 Jenkins Drive, Juneau, AK 99801.

ATTENTION
PETERSBURG
RESIDENTS

All income information 
(if filing jointly, for both spouses)

Social Security cards for ALL  
those claimed on your tax return

Picture ID for you and your spouse

W-2s

Interest and any other  
investment statements

Unemployment statements

Social Security statements

Pension or retirement statements

Any 1099-DIV Forms

Power of attorney (if you have one)

Copy of previous year’s tax return

Any other tax-related documents

Your return will not be processed  
with partial documentation
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
 

 
 
 

Borough Manager’s Report 
Assembly Meeting 21 January 2025  

 
 

 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board is having a meeting on Wednesday, January 22nd at 4pm at the 
Aquatic Center.   
 

 Please look at the new Gymnasium and Aquatic schedules around the Community Center now that school is 
back in session!  You can also find the updated schedules on Facebook and our website.   
 

 The borough was selected to receive a FY 2025 RAISE grant for the Scow Bay Haul-out. The $8.8 million 
award, coupled with the $4.1 million congressional funding received last year, fully funds the proposed 
project, including expanded uplands, extended breakwater, new concrete plank launch ramp, mooring float, 
concrete wash-down pad with pre-treatment system, extension of water/sewer/power to site, area lighting, 
and power pedestals.  
 

 PMPL is finishing up on the annual FERC license compliance correspondence and reporting.  There were 
no license compliance issues to discuss with our stakeholders for 2024.  
 

 Crystal Lake continues to receive inflows from rain; however snowpack is minimal.   
 

 While it was initially a mystery, the outage on December 23rd was confirmed to be caused by a bird strike 
near the South Nordic/Dock Street area.  
 

 The department put the new 55’ bucket truck into service after a once over by the motor pool.  The new 
digger derrick truck is complete and on its way to Petersburg at the present time.  The old-line trucks will be 
auctioned in the near future, with proceeds from the sales going back into the replacement account.  
 

 Staff has submitted all required information to the Dept of Energy for the Section 243 grant.  The final 
amount of this grant towards the Blind Slough Hydro project is $2.815 million.  Now we wait to see how 
long it will take for DOE to issue payment.  
 

 The Harbor Department reminds their permanent stall holders to return their updated stall contracts that 
were sent out at the end of the year.  
 

 I submitted the CAPSIS list through the State’s online system and gave each assembly member a copy of the 
summary.  If an Assembly member wants more detailed information on an item on the list, let me know.   
 

 As you know, Debra Thompson will be retiring from the Borough on April 30th.  I have offered the 
Borough Clerk position to Becky Regula, and she has accepted, beginning on April 1st.  This will be brought 
forward to the Assembly at the February 3rd meeting for approval.  We will post the Deputy Clerk position 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

soon for a hopeful start date of April 1 as well.   
 

 I have completed the draft proposal for Skylark Development.  This has been supplied to the developer, and 
I am expecting their feedback shortly.  Once this is resolved, the ordinance and other documents will be 
brought to the Assembly for approval.   
 

 Streets Dept personnel operated a small excavator to assist with firefighting efforts at a structure fire on 
Frederick Point Drive.  
 

 Martin and crew are ditching and grading at the baler site to mitigate some drainage issues that are present in 
the loading dock area.  
 

 Assistant Director Marohl has stepped in to lead the Sanitation Dept in the short term as we are working on 
finding a permanent Sanitation Supervisor.  
 

 Siemens will be here starting January 15th to investigate some HVAC issues at the muni building and 
Library.  
 

 The maintenance crew is assisting Island Refrigeration with some repairs to the heat pump system at Motor 
Pool.  
 

 We are still waiting for the new EPA discharge permit to drop. This is expected sometime in January.   
 

 The Pump Station 4 and Force Main Replacement project was awarded to Rock-N-Road. An award letter 
has been sent, and Rock-N-Road is working with the Borough on submittal of the required contract 
paperwork. 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2024-24 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY OF PETERSBURG, ALASKA, 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF THE 

BOROUGH, IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $3,500,000, TO PAY 
THE COSTS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS; FIXING CERTAIN 

DETAILS OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SUCH BONDS; 
AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION, EXECUTION, AND DELIVERY OF CERTAIN 
DOCUMENTS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; PLEDGING THE FULL FAITH AND 

CREDIT OF THE BOROUGH TO THE PAYMENT THEREOF; AND PROVIDING FOR 
RELATED MATTERS 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough, Alaska (the “Borough”) is a home rule borough and 
is authorized to take the actions set forth in this ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, on July 15, 2024, the Borough Assembly enacted Ordinance No. 2024-12 the 
(“Ballot Ordinance”), authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds of the Borough (the 
“Bonds”) in the principal amount not to exceed Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($3,500,000), in one or more series, for purposes of financing public school capital improvements 
(the “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ballot Ordinance, the Borough Assembly directed that a 
proposition ratifying the issuance of the Bonds be submitted to the qualified voters of the Borough 
for approval or rejection at a regular municipal election to be held on October 1, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, at such election, the qualified voters of the Borough ratified the issuance of 
the Bonds; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Assembly deems it necessary and desirable and in the public 
interest to authorize the issuance of the Bonds in accordance with the terms and conditions set 
forth in this ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Assembly finds it is necessary and appropriate to delegate to 
each of the Borough Manager and Borough Finance Director the authority to determine the 
principal installments, interest rates and other details of the Bonds, and to determine other matters 
pertaining to the Bonds that are not provided for in this ordinance; and  

WHEREAS, the Alaska Municipal Bond Bank is expected to purchase the Bonds 
pursuant to the terms of a loan agreement; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY OF 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA, that: 
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Ordinance No. 2024-24 
Page 2 
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Section 1. Definitions.   In addition to the definitions specified elsewhere in this 
Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings in this Ordinance: 

(a) “Authorized Denomination” means, unless otherwise specified in the Loan 
Agreement, $5,000 or any integral multiple thereof within a maturity of a 
series of the Bonds. 

(b) “Authorized Officer” means each of the Borough Manager, the Borough 
Finance Director, and the Borough Clerk. 

(c) “Ballot Ordinance” shall have the meaning set forth in the recitals to this 
Ordinance. 

(d) “Beneficial Owner” means, with respect to the Bonds, the owner of any 
beneficial interest in the Bonds. 

(e) “Bonds” means each of the bonds of the Borough, the issuance and sale 
of which are authorized herein as the evidence of the indebtedness referred 
to in Ballot Ordinance. 

(f) “Bond Bank” means the Alaska Municipal Bond Bank, a public corporation 
of the State of Alaska.  

(g) “Bond Bank Bonds”  means the general obligation bonds to be issued by 
the Bond Bank, a portion of the proceeds of which will be used to purchase 
each series of Bonds. 

(h) “Bond Register” means the registration books maintained by the Paying 
Agent as registrar, which shall include the names and addresses of the 
owners or nominees of Registered Owners. 

(i) “Borough” means Petersburg Borough, a home rule borough duly 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Alaska. 

(j) “Code” means the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended from time 
to time, together with all regulations applicable thereto. 

(k) “Cost” means the cost of planning, designing, site preparation, 
construction, acquiring, renovating, installing, and equipping the Project, 
including interest on the Bonds during the period of planning, designing, 
site preparation, constructing, acquiring, renovating, installing, and 
equipping the Project, the cost whether incurred by the Borough or by 
another of field surveys and advance planning undertaken in connection 
with the Project properly allocable to the Project, the cost of acquisition of 
any land or interest therein required as the site or sites of the Project or for 
use in connection therewith, the cost of any indemnity and surety bonds 
and premiums on insurance incurred in connection with the Project prior to 
or during construction thereof, all related direct administrative and 
inspection expenses whether incurred by the Borough or by another in 
connection with the Project prior to or during construction thereof and 
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allocation of portions of direct costs of the Borough, legal fees, costs of 
issuance of the Bonds by the Borough, including financing charges and 
fees and expenses of bond counsel, financial advisors, and consultants in 
connection therewith, the cost of any bond insurance premium, the cost of 
audits, the cost of all machinery, apparatus, and equipment, the cost of 
engineering, architectural services, designs, plans, specifications, and 
surveys, estimates of cost, the reimbursement of all money advanced from 
whatever source for the payment of any item or items of cost of the Project, 
and all other expenses necessary or incidental to determining the feasibility 
or practicability of the Project, and such other expenses not specified 
herein as may be necessary or incidental to the acquisition and 
development of the Project, the financing thereof, and the putting of the 
same in use and operation. 

(l) “Government Obligations” means direct obligations of, or obligations the 
timely payment of principal of and interest on which are unconditionally 
guaranteed by, the United States of America. 

(m) “Loan Agreement” means the loan agreement between the Borough 
and the Bond Bank relating to the purchase of the Bonds, specifying the 
matters required to be set forth therein by this ordinance, which offer is 
authorized to be accepted by the Borough pursuant to this ordinance, if 
consistent with the provisions of this ordinance. 

(n) “Ordinance” means this ordinance of the Assembly. 

(o) “Owner” means, with respect to the Bonds, the Registered Owner or 
Beneficial Owner of the Bonds. 

(p) “Paying Agent” means the entity or official of the Borough appointed as 
such to perform the duties of paying agent, registrar, transfer agent, and 
authentication agent pursuant to this Ordinance and its successors. 

(q) “Paying Agent Agreement” means the agreement, if any, between the 
Borough and the Paying Agent specifying the terms and conditions under 
which the Paying Agent will perform its duties. 

(r) “Project” means public school capital improvements located in the 
Borough.   

(s) “Record Date” means, (i) with respect to an interest payment date, unless 
otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, the close of business of the 
Paying Agent on the 15th day of the month preceding an interest payment 
date; and (ii) with respect to a prepayment or redemption date, the close of 
business of the Paying Agent on the date on which the Paying Agent 
prepares the notice of prepayment or redemption. 

(t) “Registered Owner,” with respect to Bonds, means the person named as 
the registered owner of the Bonds in the Bond Register. 
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(u) “Rule” means Rule 15c2-12 of the United States Securities and Exchange 
Commission, promulgated under Section 15(c)(2) of the Securities and 
Exchange Act of 1934. 

(v) “Term Bonds” means Bonds designated for mandatory sinking fund 
prepayment or redemption. 

Section 2. Authorization of Bonds; Purpose of Issuance.  For the purpose of 
providing the funds required to pay a portion of the Costs of the Project, the Borough hereby 
authorizes and determines to issue and to sell the Bonds in the aggregate principal amount of not 
to exceed Three Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,500,000). The Bonds shall be 
designated “Petersburg Borough, Alaska General Obligation Public School Bond,” with such 
additional series, year, and other designation as the Borough Manager or the Borough Finance 
Director may fix and determine. The Borough has ascertained and hereby determines that each 
and every matter and thing as to which provision is made in this ordinance is necessary in order 
to carry out and effectuate the purpose of the Borough in accordance with the constitution and 
the statutes of the State of Alaska and the Charter and Code of the Borough to incur the 
indebtedness and issue the Bonds as referred to in Ballot Ordinance. 

Section 3. Obligation of Borough.  The Bonds shall be direct and general obligations 
of the Borough, and the full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the payment of 
the principal of and interest on the Bonds. The Borough hereby irrevocably pledges and 
covenants that it will levy ad valorem taxes upon all taxable property within the Borough, without 
limitation of rate or amount, to pay the principal of and interest on the Bonds as the same become 
due and payable. 

Section 4. Dates, Maturities, Interest Rates, and Other Details of the 
Bonds.  Bonds shall be dated the date of its initial delivery to the purchaser, shall be issued in an 
Authorized Denomination, and shall be numbered separately in such manner and with any 
additional designation as the Paying Agent deems necessary for purposes of identification. 

Interest on the Bonds shall be payable on the dates specified in the Loan Agreement, and 
principal installments of the Bonds (whether at maturity or upon prior prepayment or redemption) 
shall be payable in each of the years and in the amounts specified in the Loan Agreement.  

Unless otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, interest on the Bonds shall be 
computed on the basis of a 360-day year composed of twelve 30-day months. The the Manager 
and the Finance Director of the Borough are each individually authorized to fix and determine the 
principal amount, optional and mandatory sinking fund prepayment and redemption provisions, 
maturity dates, principal amounts per maturity, payment dates, and the rates of interest to be 
borne by the Bonds, provided that (i) the true interest cost of the Bonds shall not exceed 4.95% 
unless approved by resolution of the Borough; and (ii) all of the Bonds shall mature on or before 
December 1, 2044. 

Section 5. Place and Medium of Payment.  Both principal of and interest on the 
Bonds shall be payable in lawful money of the United States of America which, on the respective 
dates of payment thereof, shall be legal tender for the payment of public and private debts. If the 
Bonds are registered in the name of the Bond Bank, payments of principal and interest thereon 
shall be made as provided in the Loan Agreement. If the Bonds are not registered in name of the 
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Bond Bank, payment of principal of and interest on the Bonds shall be made to the Registered 
Owner at the address appearing on the Bond Register on the Record Date by check or draft 
mailed by first-class mail on the payment date, or, at the request and sole expense of a Registered 
Owner made on or prior to the Record Date, by wire transfer to a bank account in the United 
States on the payment date, and payment of the final principal amount of the Bonds shall be made 
at the office of the Paying Agent upon presentation and surrender of the Bonds by the Registered 
Owner to the Paying Agent. 

Section 6. Prepayment, Redemption, and Purchase of Bond.  The Loan 
Agreement may provide that principal installments of the Bonds stated to mature in one or more 
years are not subject to prepayment or redemption at the option of the Borough prior to maturity, 
and that principal installments of the Bonds stated to mature in one or more years are subject to 
prepayment or redemption at the option of the Borough prior to their stated maturity dates, at any 
time on or after the date specified in the Loan Agreement, as a whole or in part, at the price or 
prices specified in the Loan Agreement, expressed as a percentage of the principal amount 
thereof, plus accrued interest to the date fixed for prepayment or redemption.  

The Loan Agreement may provide that principal installments of the Bonds stated to mature 
in one or more years are Term Bonds and, if not previously prepaid or redeemed at the option of 
the Borough, defeased, or purchased by the Borough for cancellation, are to be called for 
mandatory sinking fund prepayment or redemption prior to their stated maturity dates, on the 
dates and in the amounts specified in the Loan Agreement, at a prepayment or redemption price 
equal to 100 percent of the principal amount to be prepaid or redeemed, without premium, plus 
accrued interest to the date fixed for prepayment or redemption. 

All or a portion of the principal amount of the Bonds that are subject to optional or 
mandatory prepayment or redemption may be prepaid or redeemed in any Authorized 
Denomination. If less than all of the outstanding principal amount of the Bonds is prepaid or 
redeemed, then, upon surrender of the Bonds to the Paying Agent, there shall be issued to the 
Registered Owner, without charge, a new Bond (or Bonds, at the option of the Registered Owner) 
of the same interest rate, maturity, and series, in any Authorized Denomination, in the aggregate 
principal amount to remain outstanding. 

Unless otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, if less than all of the outstanding Bonds 
are prepaid or redeemed at the option of the Borough, the Borough shall select the maturities to 
be prepaid or redeemed, and if less than all of the outstanding Bonds of a maturity are to be 
prepaid or redeemed, the Paying Agent shall select the principal installments of the Bonds to be 
prepaid or redeemed randomly in such manner as the Paying Agent shall determine. 

Notice of prepayment or redemption of the Bonds, unless waived by the Registered Owner 
of the Bonds to be prepaid or redeemed, or unless otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, 
shall be given by the Paying Agent not less than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the date fixed 
for prepayment or redemption by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the Registered Owner of the 
Bonds to be prepaid or redeemed at the address appearing on the Bond Register on the Record 
Date. The requirements of the preceding sentence shall be satisfied when notice has been mailed 
as so provided, whether or not it is actually received by the Owner of any Bonds. In addition, 
notice of prepayment or redemption shall be mailed or sent electronically by the Paying Agent 
and within the same period to the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board and to such other 
persons and with such additional information as an Authorized Officer may determine, but such 
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additional notice shall not be a condition precedent to the prepayment or redemption of any 
Bonds. 

Unless otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, in the case of an optional prepayment 
or redemption, the notice of prepayment or redemption may state that the Borough retains the 
right to rescind the prepayment or redemption notice and the optional prepayment or redemption 
of those principal installments of the Bonds by giving a notice of rescission to the affected 
Registered Owners at any time on or prior to the date fixed for prepayment or redemption. Any 
notice of optional prepayment or redemption that is so rescinded shall be of no effect, and any 
Bonds for which a notice of optional prepayment or redemption has been so rescinded shall 
remain outstanding. The Paying Agent shall give prompt notice to the affected Owners that the 
prepayment or redemption was rescinded and that the principal installments of the Bonds called 
for prepayment or redemption and not so paid remain outstanding. 

If notice of prepayment or redemption is given for any Bonds as provided in this Section 
and is not rescinded, such Bonds shall become due and payable on the date fixed for prepayment 
or redemption at the price specified in the notice of prepayment or redemption, and upon the 
deposit of money with the Paying Agent in the amount necessary to effect the prepayment or 
redemption, such Bonds shall cease to bear interest on the date fixed for prepayment or 
redemption. 

All principal installments due under the Bonds which are prepaid, redeemed, or purchased 
by the Borough pursuant to this Section shall be canceled. 

Section 7. Failure To Pay Principal Installments Due Under the Bonds. Unless 
otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, if a principal installment due under the Bonds is not 
paid when properly presented at its maturity or date fixed for prepayment or redemption, the 
Borough shall be obligated to pay interest on the principal installments due under the Bonds at 
the same rate provided in the Bonds from and after its maturity or date fixed for prepayment or 
redemption until the Bonds, both principal and interest, is paid in full or until sufficient money for 
its payment in full is on deposit with the Paying Agent and the Bonds have been called for payment 
by giving notice of that call to the Registered Owner. 

Section 8. Paying Agent.  The Borough Manager of the Borough is hereby authorized 
and directed to appoint a Paying Agent, which shall be qualified to perform its duties, and which 
may be the Finance Director or other officer of the Borough. The Paying Agent shall keep, or 
cause to be kept, the Bond Register for the registration and transfer of the Bonds, which shall be 
open to inspection by the Borough at all times. The Paying Agent is authorized, on behalf of the 
Borough, to authenticate and deliver Bonds transferred or exchanged in accordance with the 
provisions of the Bonds and this Ordinance, and to serve as the Borough’s paying agent for the 
Bonds. The Paying Agent shall be responsible for its representations contained in the Paying 
Agent’s Certificate of Authentication on each Bond.  

Section 9. Registration of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be issued only in registered form 
as to both principal and interest and shall be recorded on the Bond Register. The Bond Register 
shall contain the name and mailing address of the Registered Owner of the Bonds and the 
principal amount and number of the Bonds held by each Registered Owner. The Borough and the 
Paying Agent, each in its discretion, may deem and treat the Registered Owner of the Bonds as 
the absolute owner thereof for all purposes, and neither the Borough nor the Paying Agent shall 
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be affected by any notice to the contrary. The Bonds may be transferred only upon the Bond 
Register. Upon surrender for transfer or exchange of any Bonds at the office of the Paying Agent, 
together with a written instrument of transfer or authorization for exchange in form and with 
guaranty of signature satisfactory to the Paying Agent, duly executed by the Registered Owner 
or its duly authorized attorney, the Borough shall execute and the Paying Agent shall deliver an 
equal aggregate principal amount of Bonds of the same interest rate, maturity, and series of any 
Authorized Denominations, subject to such reasonable regulations as the Paying Agent may 
prescribe and upon payment sufficient to reimburse it for any tax, fee, or other governmental 
charge required to be paid in connection with such transfer or exchange. Any Bonds surrendered 
for transfer or exchange shall be canceled by the Paying Agent. The Borough covenants that, 
until the Bonds have been surrendered and canceled, it will maintain a system for recording the 
ownership of the Bonds that comply with the provisions of Section 149 of the Code. 

Section 10. Form of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be in substantially the following form, 
subject to the provisions of the Loan Agreement, and with such changes as the Manager of the 
Borough approves: 

No. _____                 $__________ 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

STATE OF ALASKA 

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  

GENERAL OBLIGATION PUBLIC SCHOOL BOND, 20XX 

Maturity Date: Interest Rate: [CUSIP No.:] 

Registered Owner: 

Principal Amount: 

The Petersburg Borough (the “Borough”), a municipal corporation of the State of Alaska, 
hereby acknowledges itself to owe and for value received promises to pay to the registered owner 
set forth above (the “Registered Owner”), or its registered assigns, the principal amount set forth 
above in accordance with the installment payment schedule set forth below (unless prepaid prior 
thereto as provided herein) together with interest on such installments from the date hereof or the 
most recent date to which interest has been paid or duly provided for, on each __________ 1 and 
__________ 1, commencing __________ 1, 20__, at the interest rate per annum set forth below. 

 
Year of Principal 

Installment Payment 
(___________) 

 

 
Principal Installment 

Amount 

 
 

Interest Rate 

   
Payment of principal hereof and interest hereon shall be made to the Registered Owner 

at the address appearing on the Bond Register on the Record Date by check or draft mailed by 
first-class mail on the payment date, or, at the request and sole expense of a Registered Owner 

23

Item 14A.



Ordinance No. 2024-24 
Page 8 

{01553914}{01553914}{01553914}{01553914}{01553914}{01553914}{01553914}{}  

made on or prior to the Record Date, by wire transfer to a bank account in the United States on 
the payment date, and payment of the final principal amount hereof shall be made at the office of 
the Paying Agent upon presentation and surrender of this bond by the Registered Owner to the 
Paying Agent. Notwithstanding the foregoing, so long as the Alaska Municipal Bond Bank (the 
“Bank”) is the Registered Owner of this bond, payments of principal and interest shall be made 
as provided in the Loan Agreement between the Bank and the Borough (the “Loan Agreement”).  
Interest on this bond shall be computed on the basis of a 360-day year composed of twelve 30-
day months. 

This bond is one of the General Obligation Public School Bonds of the Borough (the 
“Bonds”), together aggregating $__________ in principal amount and constituting bonds 
authorized for the purpose of providing the funds required to pay public school capital 
improvements, and is issued under Ordinance #2024-24 of the Borough titled: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH ASSEMBLY OF PETERSBURG, ALASKA, 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BONDS OF THE BOROUGH, IN THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$3,500,000, TO PAY THE COSTS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS; FIXING CERTAIN DETAILS OF SUCH BONDS; 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SUCH BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE 
PREPARATION, EXECUTION, AND DELIVERY OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS IN 
CONNECTION THEREWITH; PLEDGING THE FULL FAITH AND CREDIT OF 
THE BOROUGH TO THE PAYMENT THEREOF; AND PROVIDING FOR 
RELATED MATTERS. 

(the “Ordinance”). 

This bond is subject to prepayment or redemption prior to the maturity date as provided in 
the Ordinance. 

This bond is transferable as provided in the Ordinance, (i) only upon the Bond Register 
and (ii) upon surrender of this bond together with a written instrument of transfer duly executed 
by the Registered Owner or the duly authorized attorney of the Registered Owner. The Borough 
and the Paying Agent may treat and consider the person in whose name this bond is registered 
as the absolute owner hereof for the purpose of receiving payment of, or on account of, the 
principal or prepayment or redemption price, if any, hereof and interest due hereon and for all 
other purposes whatsoever. 

This bond is a direct and general obligation of the Borough, and the full faith and credit of 
the Borough are pledged to the payment of the principal hereof and interest hereon. The Borough 
has irrevocably pledged and covenanted to levy ad valorem taxes upon all taxable property within 
the Borough, without limitation of rate or amount, to pay the principal hereof and interest hereon 
as the same become due and payable. 

Reference is hereby made to the Ordinance and any ordinance supplemental thereto for 
a description of the rights of the Registered Owner of this bond and of the rights and obligations 
of the Borough thereunder, to all of the provisions of which the Registered Owner of this bond, by 
acceptance hereof, assents and agrees. 
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IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED AND RECITED that all conditions, acts, or things required by 
the constitution or statutes of the State of Alaska or the Borough Charter or the ordinances or 
resolutions of the Borough to exist, to have happened, or to have been performed precedent to 
or in the issuance of this bond, exist, have happened, and have been performed, and that the 
series of Bonds of which this is one, together with all other indebtedness of the Borough, is within 
every debt and other limit prescribed by such constitution, statutes, charter, ordinances, or 
resolutions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA, has caused this bond 
to be signed in its name and on its behalf by its Manager, and its corporate seal to be hereunto 
impressed or otherwise reproduced and attested by its Clerk, all as of the _____ day of 
_______________, _____. 

PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA 

 /specimen/  
Borough Manager 

ATTEST: 

 /specimen/  
Borough Clerk 

Section 11. Execution of Bonds.  The Bonds shall be executed in the name of the 
Borough by the Borough Manager, and the corporate seal of the Borough shall be impressed or 
otherwise reproduced thereon and attested by the Borough Clerk. The execution of the Bonds on 
behalf of the Borough by persons who at the time of the execution are duly authorized to hold the 
proper offices shall be valid and sufficient for all purposes, although any such person shall have 
ceased to hold office at the time of delivery of the Bonds or shall not have held office on the date 
of the Bonds. Only Bonds bearing a Certificate of Authentication in substantially the following 
form, manually signed by the Paying Agent, shall be valid or obligatory for any purpose or entitled 
to the benefits of this Ordinance: “Certificate of Authentication. This bond is one of the fully 
registered Petersburg Borough, Alaska, General Obligation Public School Bond, 20XX described 
in the Ordinance.” The authorized signing of a Certificate of Authentication shall be conclusive 
evidence that the Bonds so authenticated has been duly executed, authenticated, and delivered 
and is entitled to the benefits of this Ordinance. 

Section 12. Mutilated, Destroyed, Stolen, or Lost Bonds.  Upon surrender for 
cancellation to the Paying Agent of mutilated Bonds, the Borough shall execute and deliver a new 
Bond of the same interest rate, principal amount, maturity, and series. Upon filing with the Paying 
Agent evidence satisfactory to the Borough that a Bond has been destroyed, stolen, or lost and 
of the ownership thereof and upon furnishing the Borough with indemnification satisfactory to it, 
the Borough shall execute and deliver a new Bond of the same interest rate, principal amount, 
maturity, and series. The person requesting the execution and delivery of a new Bond pursuant 
to this Section shall comply with such other reasonable regulations as the Borough may prescribe 
and pay such expenses as the Borough may incur in connection therewith.  

Section 13. Disposition of Sale Proceeds of the Bonds. The Borough Finance 
Director is hereby authorized and directed to create a fund designated as the “Public School 2025” 
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for the Bonds to be used for the payment of Costs of the Project.  The proceeds of the Bonds 
(except for accrued interest, if any, which shall be applied to payment of interest on the Bonds) 
shall be deposited into the Public School 2025 Fund to be used to pay costs of issuing the Bonds 
and Costs of the Project; provided however, that any bond premium exceeding the costs of issuing 
the Bonds shall be deposited into the fund for payment of principal and interest on the Bonds, or 
for other lawfully authorized purposes. 

Section 14. Tax Covenants. The Borough covenants to comply with any and all 
applicable requirements set forth in the Code in effect from time to time to the extent that such 
compliance shall be necessary for the interest on the Bonds to be excluded from gross income 
for federal income tax purposes. The Borough covenants that it will make no use of the proceeds 
of the Bonds that will cause the Bonds to be “arbitrage bonds” subject to federal income taxation 
by reason of Section 148 of the Code. The Borough covenants that it will not take or permit any 
action what would cause the Bonds to be a “private activity bonds” as defined in Section 141 of 
the Code. 

 The Borough covenants to comply with the tax certificate executed upon the issuance of 
the Bonds unless it receives advice from nationally recognized bond counsel or the Internal 
Revenue Service that certain provisions have been amended or no longer apply to the Bonds. 
 

Section 15. Sale of the Bond; Loan Agreement.  The sale by the Borough to the Bond 
Bank of not to exceed $3,500,000 in aggregate principal amount of the Bonds, as specified in the 
Loan Agreement and this Ordinance, is hereby authorized and approved. The sale proceeds of 
the Bonds shall be applied to pay Costs of the Project and shall be deposited in the Public School 
2025 Fund of the Borough for such purpose. 

The Borough authorizes the Borough Manager to negotiate, execute, and deliver a Loan 
Agreement, in a form consistent with the provisions of this Ordinance. The execution by the 
Borough Manager any such Loan Agreement or shall be conclusively evidenced by such official’s 
execution and delivery of such document. 

 The Manager and Finance Director of the Borough are each authorized to execute and 
deliver a continuing disclosure undertaking if required by the purchaser of the Bonds to comply 
with Rule 15c2-12. 
 

Section 16. Authority of Officers.  Each Authorized Officer is hereby authorized and 
directed to execute such documents, agreements, and certificates and to do and perform such 
things and determine such matters necessary and desirable for the Borough to carry out its 
obligations under the Bonds, the Loan Agreement, and this Ordinance. 

Section 17. Amendatory and Supplemental Ordinances. 

(a) The Borough Assembly from time to time and at any time may adopt an 
ordinance or ordinances supplemental hereto, which ordinance or ordinances thereafter shall 
become a part of this Ordinance, for any one or more of the following purposes: 

(i) to add to the covenants and agreements of the Borough in this 
Ordinance other covenants and agreements thereafter to be observed, or to surrender any right 
or power herein reserved to or conferred upon the Borough; or 
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(ii) to make such provisions for the purpose of curing any ambiguities 
or of curing, correcting, or supplementing any defective provision contained in this Ordinance or 
in regard to matters or questions arising under this Ordinance as the Borough Assembly may 
deem necessary or desirable and not inconsistent with this Ordinance and which shall not 
materially adversely affect the interest of the Registered Owners. 

Unless otherwise specified in the Loan Agreement, any such supplemental ordinance may be 
adopted without the consent of any Registered Owner, notwithstanding any of the provisions of 
subsection (b) of this Section. 

(b) With the consent of the Registered Owners of a majority in aggregate 
principal amount of the affected Bonds at the time outstanding, the Borough Assembly may adopt 
an ordinance or ordinances supplemental hereto for the purpose of adding any provisions to or 
changing in any manner or eliminating any of the provisions of this Ordinance or of any 
supplemental ordinance; provided, however, that no such supplemental ordinance shall: 

(i) extend the stated maturity date of any of the Bonds, or reduce the 
amount or change the payment date of any principal installment, or reduce the rate of interest 
thereon, or extend the stated dates for payments of such interest, or reduce any prepayment or 
redemption price, without the consent of the Registered Owner of Bonds so affected; or 

(ii) reduce the aforesaid percentage of Registered Owners required to 
approve any such supplemental ordinance, without the consent of all Registered Owners of the 
Bonds then outstanding. 

It shall not be necessary for the consent of the Registered Owners under this subsection to 
approve the particular form of any proposed supplemental ordinance, but it shall be sufficient if 
such consent approves the substance thereof. 

(c) Upon the adoption of any supplemental ordinance under this Section, this 
Ordinance shall be deemed to be modified and amended in accordance therewith, and the 
respective rights, duties, and obligations under this Ordinance of the Borough and all Registered 
Owners shall thereafter be subject in all respects to such modification and amendment, and all 
the terms and conditions of the supplemental ordinance shall be deemed to be part of the terms 
and conditions of this Ordinance for any and all purposes. 

(d) Bonds executed and delivered after the execution of any supplemental 
ordinance adopted under this Section may bear a notation as to any matter provided for in such 
supplemental ordinance, and if such supplemental ordinance shall so provide, new Bonds 
modified so as to conform, in the opinion of the Borough, to any modification of this Ordinance 
contained in any such supplemental ordinance may be prepared by the Borough and delivered 
without cost to the Registered Owners, upon surrender for cancellation of such Bonds in equal 
aggregate principal amounts. 

Section 18. Defeasance.  Payment of any Bonds may be provided for by the 
irrevocable deposit in trust of cash, noncallable Governmental Obligations, or any combination 
thereof. The cash and the maturing principal and interest income on such Government 
Obligations, if any, must be sufficient and available without reinvestment to pay when due the 
principal, whether at maturity or upon fixed prepayment or redemption dates, of and interest on 
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such Bonds. The cash and Government Obligations shall be held irrevocably in trust for the 
Registered Owners of such Bonds solely for the purpose of paying the principal or prepayment or 
redemption price of and interest on such Bonds as the same shall mature or become payable 
upon prepayment or redemption, and, if applicable, upon the irrevocable giving of (or irrevocable 
provision for the giving of) notice of prepayment or redemption and notification of all Registered 
Owners of affected Bonds that the deposit required by this Section has been made and that such 
Bonds are deemed to be paid in accordance with this Ordinance. Bonds the payment of which 
has been provided for in accordance with this Section shall no longer be deemed outstanding 
hereunder. The obligation of the Borough in respect of such Bonds shall nevertheless continue, 
but the Registered Owners thereof shall thereafter be entitled to payment only from the cash and 
Government Obligations deposited in trust to provide for the payment of such Bonds. 

Section 19. No Recourse. No recourse shall be had for the payment of the principal of 
or the interest on the Bonds or for any claim based thereon or on this Ordinance against any 
member of the Borough Assembly or officer of the Borough or any person executing the Bonds. 
The Bonds are not and shall not be in any way a debt or liability of the State of Alaska or of any 
political subdivision thereof, except the Borough, and do not and shall not create or constitute an 
indebtedness or obligation, either legal, moral, or otherwise, of the State of Alaska or of any 
political subdivision thereof, except the Borough. 

Section 20. Severability.  If any one or more of the provisions of this Ordinance shall 
be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be contrary to law, then such provision shall 
be null and void and shall be deemed separable from the remaining provisions of this Ordinance 
and shall in no way affect the validity of the other provisions of this Ordinance or of the Bonds. 

Section 21. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately from and 
after its passage and approval by the Borough Assembly. 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ASSEMBLY, 
PETERSBURG, ALASKA, THIS _____ day of _______________, 2025. 

 

PETERSBURG, ALASKA 

   
Mark Jensen, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk  

         Adopted: 
         Published: 

         Effective: 
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Memorandum 
 

January 14, 2025 
 
To: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 
From: Chris Cotta, Public Works Director 
Re: Republic Services Contract Extension 
 
The Borough’s Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Transport and Disposal Agreement with Republic Services 
was renewed in September 2023. The renewal was for a 2-year contract term, with an optional 1-year 
contract extension at the Borough’s discretion. The two-year renewal period ends in September 2025 
and if we want to extend for another year, we need to let Republic know by no later than February 1st, 
2025. Value of the one-year contract extension is expected to be between $425,000 and $475,000 
depending on waste volume actually collected and shipped out. 
 
My recommendation is to extend the contract for one year, for the following reasons: 
 

 If we do not extend, we will likely need to purchase our own fleet of containers for waste 
shipment (using Republic); or find an alternate waste services provider. Buying a fleet of 
containers is cost prohibitive and we need to avoid that option if possible. As for alternative 
shippers, the last time we sought alternatives for waste shipment and disposal, the only price 
we got was significantly higher than Republic quoted. By extending our contract now, we will 
lock in a rate of $192.40/ton through Republic starting September 1st of 2025 and continuing 
through end of August 2026. This is still less than the $195.87/ton that we were quoted by 
Waste Management back in 2023. Finding a lower price than Republic is offering via the 
proposed contract extension is unlikely. 

 

 The Southeast Alaska Solid Waste Authority (SEASWA) is currently in the process of undertaking 
a large-scale study of solid waste management issues and potential solutions in Southeast 
Alaska. By the time our contract extension expires in 2026 we should have a much better 
understanding of possible alternatives for the region. This will give us more information with 
which to make an educated decision on what the best options for solid waste management and 
disposal will be for Petersburg once our Republic contract has fully run its course. 
 

For reference, I have attached my 2023 contract renewal memo to the Manager along with a copy of the 
2023 contract renewal/extension letter from Republic Services. If you agree with my recommendation 
for the one-year contract extension starting September 2025, please forward this issue to the Borough 
Assembly for consideration at their next regular meeting to be held on January 21st. I will be present at 
the meeting to answer any questions that you or the Assembly may have in regards to this issue. Thank 
you. 
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Memorandum 
 

July 12, 2023 
 
To: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 
From: Chris Cotta, Public Works Director 
Re: Republic Services Contract Renewal 
 
The Borough’s Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Transport and Disposal Agreement with Republic Services 
expires on August 31, 2023. The basic terms of this agreement date from 2013 and cover transportation 
and disposal of MSW and recyclables generated by the Petersburg Borough. The basic form of the 
agreement has been in use for over 25 years and was updated in 2013 to incorporate changes resulting 
from negotiations with the Southeast Alaska Solid Waste Authority (SEASWA) and Petersburg Borough. 
 
Republic Services is proposing a 2-year renewal of the existing agreement, with some significant 
changes: 

 Price escalations will be a fixed 5.5% per year.   

 In the first year of the new contract our base rate per ton of MSW will go up from $128.76 to 
$172.86 starting September 1, 2023 and will thereafter be subject to the annual 5.5% increase. 
This represents a first-year increase of approximately 34% from our current rate. 

 Recycling rates will also increase but the first-year cost is a lesser percentage than MSW.  

 Once the proposed renewal agreement expires (in either 2 or 3 years), future agreements with 
Republic will require the Borough to utilize its own shipping containers. This would mean a 
substantial capital investment and would also greatly increase O&M costs for the dept. 
 

Although the contract cost increase is significant, the above costs are in line with what other nearby 
Southeast communities pay for waste disposal. Annual contract cost is expected to be in the $400-450K 
range, with a total value of the proposed 2-year contract of approximately $850K. We were able to 
obtain one other quote for solid waste shipment and disposal, from Waste Management. Their base rate 
per ton was $195.87 vs. $172.86 quoted by Republic.   
 
Public Works recommends moving forward with the 2-year renewal as described above, with optional 
3rd year at Borough’s discretion. Hopefully by the time the contract has reached its expiration date we 
will be able to find a less expensive solution for waste disposal, either by negotiating a joint contract 
with other local communities or perhaps a region-wide solution applied through the SEASWA. 
 
If you agree with this contract approval recommendation, please forward it to the Borough Assembly for 
consideration at their next regular meeting on July 17th, 2023. Thank you. 
 
Attachment: Republic Services Contract Extension Agreement (1 page) 
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January 21, 2025 
 
 
Honorable Senator Murkowski     Honorable Senator Sullivan        Honorable Representative Begich  
522 Hart Senate Office Building     302 Hart Senate Office Building    153 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510      Washington, DC  20510        Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Representative Begich, 
 
On behalf of the 3,367 residents in the Petersburg Borough in Alaska, we urge the reauthorization of the 
Secure Rural Schools Reauthorization Act of 2023, extending it through 2026 and ensuring that local 
governments in forested counties continue to have a crucial reliable funding stream. 
 
The SRS program provides critical funding to national forest counties to finance numerous critical services, 
including infrastructure, conservation projects, search and rescue missions, fire prevention programs and 
education services. In Petersburg, we rely on SRS funds to maintain high quality education services in our 
local schools and to maintain our road system. If Congress fails to renew its long-standing federal obligation 
to forest counties and the lands managed by the federal government by not reauthorizing the SRS program, 
the Petersburg Borough and over 700 similar counties across the United States would face dramatic 
budgetary shortfalls. Authorization for SRS last lapsed in FY 2016 and as a result federal forest payments 
to counties decreased by over 80 percent. 
 
Historically, rural counties have relied on a share of receipts from local timber harvests to supplement local 
funding for education services and roads. During the 1980s, national policies substantially diminished the 
revenue-generating activity permitted on these forests. The resulting steep decline in timber sales 
decreased the revenues that rural counties and school districts received from forest management activities. 
In response to this decline, SRS was first enacted in 2000 to stabilize payments to counties and compensate 
for lost revenues. 
 
SRS was last reauthorized on February 15, 2021, for FYs 2021 through 2023. In April 2023, the U.S. Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land Management distributed $270 million to over 700 counties, parishes and 
boroughs. In April 2024, the U.S. Forest Service announced $232 million in SRS funds to be distributed to 
counties. Ensuring these funds continue to be distributed to federal forest counties will allow counties to 
fund essential government services fully – those mandated by federal and state laws – such as education, 
emergency services, transportation infrastructure and law enforcement. 
 
Thank you for your continued service to the Petersburg Borough and our residents. We appreciate your 
partnership and respectfully ask that you swiftly reauthorize the Secure Rural School program through 
2026. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Mark Jensen, Mayor 
Petersburg Borough, Alaska 
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