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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Nov 17, 2021 06:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: November 17, 2021 Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/82858259186?pwd=dzBCb1pjMHpYbjNKZUc2eUEyZzgzZz09 
Passcode: 098378 
 
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 346 248 7799  or +1 720 707 2699  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 312 626 6799  or 
+1 646 558 8656  or +1 301 715 8592  
Webinar ID: 828 5825 9186 
Passcode: 098378 
  

Note: This meeting was rescheduled from Monday, November 15, 2021.   
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes of: 
October 19, 2021 
November 1, 2021 

Special Assembly Meeting Minutes of: 
November 5, 2021 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Bid Awards 
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7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

10. Consent Agenda 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Redistricting Update 

Assembly Member Tremblay will provide an update on redistricting for Petersburg. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. November 15, 2021 Mayor's Report 

13. Manager's Report 

A. November 15, 2021 Manager's Report 

14. Unfinished Business 

15. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-18:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.16 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Electric Utility", and Including Electric 
Rate and Connection Cost Increases 

If adopted, Ordinance #2021-18 will increase electric rates and connection costs to 
cover the full annual revenue requirements of the Utility and update language to 
address danger trees, confidentiality of billing and other important matters. 

B. Ordinance #2021-20:  An Emergency Ordinance Amending Emergency 
Ordinance #2021-19, which Implemented a Public Health and Safety Measure 
Requiring Face Coverings in Indoor Public Settings, to Include (1) a Fine for 
Noncompliance, (2) Communally Used Areas within its Scope, and (3) a 
Provision that Requires Businesses and Building Owners to Deny Admittance to 
any Individual who Fails to Comply with the Ordinance 

Ordinance #2021-20, if adopted in its one and only reading, will amend Emergency 
Ordinance #2021-19 to include communal spaces shared with other individuals not 
from one's household; to require that businesses and building owners deny admittance 
to any individual who fails to comply with the Emergency Ordinance; and to provide for 
fines for any person and/or business, employer, or building owner or lessee who 
violate the Emergency Ordinance. 

C. Motor Pool Shop Fire Damage Repair - Change Order #2 
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Public Works Director Cotta recommends approval of Change Order #2.  The changes 
to the project are directly related to fire damage or the fire codes covering the 
rehabilitated structure and are mostly covered by insurance. 

D. Borough Guidance on Volunteer Projects 

Assembly Member Lynn requested Manager Giesbrecht draft some guidance and 
standards for Volunteer Projects. 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since October 28, 2021 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

B. Recognitions 

18. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

PRESENT 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
 

2. Oath of Office 

A. Oath of Office for Newly Elected Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 

Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh took the Oath of Office.  

3. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. October 4, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes 

B. October 8, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes 

All minutes were approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
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5. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was amended to add to Assembly Discussion Item 18  - House Poverty and 
Economic Task Force. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
 

6. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2021-15 

Dana Thynes, Michelle Pfundt, Michael Truex and Russ Thynes shared concerns 
regarding Ordinance # 2021-15, which updates Code Chapter 9.04 entitled "Disease 
Control".  

B. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2021-17 

No testimony was given. 

7. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

8. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Michelle Pfundt shared her concerns regarding Ordinance #2021-15, which updates Code 
Chapter 9.04 entitled "Disease Control".  

Frederick Olson Jr, Executive Director of the SE Alaska Indigenous Transboundary 
Commission, spoke about the importance of Resolution 2021-11. 

Brian Lynch discussed the effects of mining in Canada. 

Breanna Walker discussed the effects of mining in Canada. 

Sally Dwyer spoke about the new deck project at Mountain View Manor and in support of 
Resolution #2021-12. 

Jill Weitz, Director of Salmon Beyond Borders, spoke in support of Resolution #2021-11. 

9. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
 
No views were shared. 

10. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

No reports were given. 
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11. Consent Agenda 

A. THE 420 Marijuana Establishment License Renewal Application 

THE 420 has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office for a retail 
marijuana establishment license renewal.  The Assembly unanimously supported the 
application. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
 

B. SEA*WEED FARMS Marijuana Cultivation Facility License Renewal Application 

SEA*WEED FARMS has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office 
for a marijuana cultivation facility license renewal.  The Assembly unanimously 
supported the application. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
 

12. Report of Other Officers 

A. SEAPA Update 

Assembly Member Lynn provided an update on SEAPA activities.  

B. Sea Otter Working Group Update 

Assembly Member Meucci provided a report to the Assembly on the Sea Otter 
Working Group.  

13. Mayor's Report 

A. October 19, 2021 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen read the Mayor's report into the record. Mayor Jensen noted that he will 
not be at the November 1st Assembly meeting and that Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor 
will be presiding. The Mayor asked the Clerk to advertise for the open seat on the 
SEAPA board.  
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14. Manager's Report 

A. October 19, 2021 Manager's Report 

Borough Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is 
attached and made a permanent part of these minutes.  

15. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-15:  An Ordinance Updating Chapter 9.04 of the Municipal 
Code, Entitled "Disease Control", to Update Language and Reflect Borough 
Incorporation  

In the second reading of Ordinance #2021-15, the Assembly unanimously approved 
the following amendments.  

Amendment 1: Add the word "any" in section 9.04.020 so it now reads, "Screening of 
any person coming into the borough..." Add the word "any" to subsection A to read, 
"any persons entering the borough."   

Amendment 2: Section 9.04.030: Replace the words "make such" with the word 
"provide" to now read, "The health officer shall provide reports to the borough 
assembly." 

Amendment 3: Section 9.04.040. Add the sentence, "The health officer shall ensure 
that due process is provided to any person who is the subject of a health directive 
which orders the involuntary quarantine of that person, including reasonable notice of 
the directive, delivery of the evidence supporting the directive, and an opportunity to 
be heard in objection to the directive.”  

A motion was made by Assembly Member Meucci to approve Ordinance #2021-15 as 
amended. Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger; Voting Yea: Assembly Member 
Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton 
Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 

B. Ordinance #2021-17:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.12 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Sanitation"  

Ordinance #2021-17 was adopted in its second reading by a vote of 7-0.  

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 

16. New Business 

A. Resolution #2021-11:  A Resolution of the Petersburg Borough Assembly in 
Support of a Permanent Ban on Tailings Dams and for a Temporary Pause in the 
Permitting, Exploration, Development, and Expansion of Canadian Mines Along 
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Alaska-British Columbia Transboundary Salmon Rivers Until the United States-
Canada Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 and the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples are Upheld and an International Agreement on 
Watershed Protections is Implemented 

Resolution #2021-11 was adopted by a vote of 5-2.  

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member Kensinger, Vice Mayor 
Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
Voting Nay: Assembly Member Lynn, Mayor Jensen 
 

B. Resolution #2021-12:  A Resolution Approving the Expenditure of up to $25,000 
from the American Rescue Plan Special Revenue Fund for Petersburg Mountain 
View Manor Assisted Living Capital Outlay in Response to the Continuing 
COVID-19 Health Emergency 

A motion to amend Resolution #2021-12 was amended to change the dollar amount 
from $25,000 to $20,000. The Assembly unanimously approved the Resolution as 
amended.  

Motion made by Assembly Member Kensinger to approve Resolution #2021-12 as 
amended, Seconded by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 

C. Resolution #2021-13:  A Resolution of the Petersburg Borough Applying & 
Accepting COVID Grant Funding from the State of Alaska, Department of Health 
and Social Services, for COVID Testing and Vaccine Administration Costs 
Incurred by the Petersburg Medical Center with the Petersburg Borough Acting 
as a Pass Through 

Resolution #2021-13 was adopted by a vote of 7-0.  
 
Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
 

D. 2021/22 Assembly Appointments  

       Mayor Jensen appointed the following Assembly Members as representatives or 
liaisons to the following Boards and Committees for 2021/2022 with unanimous 
Assembly consent. 
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Southeast Conference Representatives - Mayor Mark Jensen (voting member) and 
Assembly Member David Kensinger.  

Alaska Municipal League Representative - Mayor Mark Jensen and Assembly Member 
Lynn 

Liaison to Harbors and Ports Advisory Board - Assembly Member Meucci 

Liaison to Hospital Board - Assembly Member Lynn 

Liaison to  Public Safety Advisory Board - Assembly Member Meucci 

Elected Official to Local Emergency Planning Committee - Assembly Member Meucci 

Assembly Member Stanton Gregor was appointed as Vice Mayor. 

E. Work Session with the City of Kupreanof Council 

A motion to set up a work session with the City of Kupreanof Council failed by a vote 
of 3-4. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. Voting Yea: Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member Kensinger, 
Assembly Member Meucci 
Voting Nay: Assembly Member Lynn, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
 

F. Work Session with the School Board  

       A motion to hold a work session with the School Board passed by a vote of 5-2.  

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member Kensinger, Vice Mayor 
Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
Voting Nay: Assembly Member Lynn, Mayor Jensen 
 

G. Work Session with the Hospital Board  

      A motion was made to hold a work session with the Hospital Board. Motion failed 0-7.  

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Nay: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
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17. Communications 

A. Communications Received Since September 30, 2021 

J Thompson 10.03.2021 

D Marsh 10.03.2021 

C Lagoudakis 10.04.2021 

M Truex 10.04.2021 

J Lichtenberger 10.04.2021 

DNR Notice of 2021 Remote Recreational Cabin Sites 10.08.2021 

18. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Redistricting Maps 

The Assembly discussed the proposed redistricting maps and how they would affect 
Petersburg.  

B. House Poverty Task Force 

Assembly Member Trembly has joined the House Poverty Task Force. There are 21 
members from across the State. The goal of the task force is to examine how current 
State statutes and regulations affect poverty in the State of Alaska.  

C. Assembly Member Comments 

Assembly Member Stanton Gregor thanked the citizens of Petersburg for the strong 
voter turn out on October 5th and thanked those who put their names on the ballot.  

Assembly Member Meucci thanked Director Cotta and employees of the baler facility 
for giving him the opportunity to ride along in the garbage truck and to see what goes 
on in the Sanitation Department.  

D. Recognitions 

Assembly Member Kensinger thanked Sally Dwyer and everyone who has participated 
in the Mountain View Manor Deck Project.  

Assembly Member Tremblay thanked everyone who has worked on preparing for 
Oktoberfest which will be held on Saturday, October 23rd and begins at 10:00 am in 
the Community Gym.  

19. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.  
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, November 01, 2021 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 

EXCUSED 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

There were no minutes available for approval. 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was amended to change the number of the Resolution regarding Redistricting, 
from #2021-13 to #2021-14, and to add "Standards for Volunteer Projects" under 
Assembly Discussion Items.  The agenda was unanimously approved as amended. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Tremblay, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 
 

5. Public Hearings 

There were no public hearings. 
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6. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

No views were shared. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

No views were shared. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

No reports were given. 

10. Consent Agenda 

There were no Consent Agenda items. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter updated the Assembly on current COVID positives, PMC 
activities, the status of the Community Needs Assessment and new facility funding 
opportunities. 

B. PMPL Rate Study Presentation  

John Heberling with D. Hittle and Associates discussed the results of a 2021 Electric 
Rate Study. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. November 1, 2021 Mayor's Report 

Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor read his report into the record. 

13. Manager's Report 

A. November 1, 2021 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 
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A. Ordinance #2021-15:  An Ordinance Updating Chapter 9.04 of the Municipal 
Code, Entitled "Disease Control", to Update Language and Reflect Borough 
Incorporation - Third and Final Reading 

Ordinance #2021-15 was unanimously approved in its third and final reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Kensinger, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 
 

B. Ordinance #2021-17:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.12 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Sanitation" - Third and Final Reading 

By unanimous roll call vote, Ordinance #2021-17 was adopted in its third and final 
reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Tremblay, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 
 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution 2021-13   A Resolution of the Petersburg Borough in Support of 
Redistricting Map Designated "Senate Minority Proposed Southeast" 

Resolution #2021-14 was amended to add an additional Whereas as 
follows:  "Whereas, only one current proposal maintains Petersburg Borough 
boundaries, while also including the entirety of Kupreanof Island, as well as the Stikine 
River delta, both areas of cultural, economic, and ecological significance to our 
borough."  The resolution was unanimously approved as amended. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 
 

B. Blind Slough Hydro Equipment Procurement Contract 

The Assembly unanimously approved the issuance of a Notice to Proceed to Gilkes 
Hydro for the Blind Slough Hydro Equipment Procurement contract in an amount not to 
exceed $2,092,191.08. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
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Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 
 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since October 15, 2021 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Standards for Volunteer Projects 

Assembly Member Lynn requests Manager Giesbrecht come up with some standards 
for volunteer projects within the Borough for consistency purposes and so Borough 
Department Heads have guidelines to follow for working with volunteer groups for 
public/private partnership projects. 
 

B. Recognitions 

Assembly Member Tremblay recognized the members of the SHARE Coalition for their 
work to make Petersburg a safer place. 

Assembly Member Find-Walsh thanked Brian Richards for hosting a meeting focused 
on building walking trails in the community. 

18. Executive Session 

The Assembly adjourned to Executive Session at 1:08 p.m. to receive advice and 
information provided by the Borough Attorney concerning the remedies available to the 
Borough in regard to a sales tax delinquency. 

The Assembly returned to Regular Session at 1:38 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Tremblay, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 

19. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:39 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Tremblay, Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Fine-Walsh 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

November 5, 2021 Special 
Assembly Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Friday, November 05, 2021 4:00 PM Zoom Meeting 

 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 

Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Assembly Member Taylor Norheim 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 

EXCUSED 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was unanimously approved as presented. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member 
Lynn, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Norheim, Assembly Member 
Tremblay 
 

3. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 

Dr. Selina Burt, Jennifer Bryner, Erica Kludt-Painter, Joe Bertagnoli, Dr. Jennifer Hyer, 
Heather Conn, Dr. Courtney Hess, Rick Dormer and Carol Kandoll all spoke in favor of a 
local masking requirement. 

Dana Thynes and Brittni Caulum spoke in opposition to a local masking requirement. 

4. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-19: An Emergency Ordinance Implementing a Public Health 
and Safety Measure (Requirement of Face Coverings in Indoor Public Settings) 
to Address Current Community COVID-19 Outbreak - One and Only Reading 
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By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved Emergency Ordinance #2021-19 
in its only reading.  The ordinance requires masks or face coverings to be worn 
indoors in any building within the Borough that is open to the public from the date of 
adoption to December 6, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. unless earlier repealed by the Assembly. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Kensinger, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly 
Member Lynn, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Norheim, Assembly 
Member Tremblay 
 

5. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:54 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member 
Lynn, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Norheim, Assembly Member 
Tremblay 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
November 15, 2021 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 
1.  Thank you Veterans:  A heartfelt Thank You goes out to our local Veterans for 
your service to our country! 

 
2.  Seeking Letters of Interest: The Petersburg Borough is accepting letters of 

interest from citizens who wish to serve the community as Board Member to the 
Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) for calendar year 2022.  The Borough 
Assembly will appoint one voting member and one alternate to the SEAPA board. 

 
In addition, vacant seats exist on the following Borough Boards/Commissions: 

 
Planning Commission – two vacant seats 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – two vacant seats 

Public Safety Advisory Board – one vacant seat 
 

Appointments to the Planning Commission, and the Parks & Recreation and 
Public Safety Advisory Boards will be in effect until the October, 2022 Municipal 
Election. 

 
Letters of interest should be submitted to Mayor Jensen or Clerk Thompson at the 

Borough offices located at 12 S. Nordic Drive; by sending to PO Box 329, 
Petersburg, AK 99833; or by emailing to dthompson@petersburgak.gov. 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
 

Borough Manager’s Report 
Assembly Meeting 15 November 2021 

 

 Ryan continues to work on the Fire Engine specifications with a team from the Volunteers. 
 

 The Volunteers; Fire, EMS, and SAR are participating in virtual training due to COVID surge in Petersburg.  
 

 REMINDER: Parks and Recreation is working on placing a light at the Ice Skate Pond.  Please contact the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board or Stephanie Payne with comments or input.   
 

 Visitation suspended at Assisted Living due to the recent Covid outbreak. Call 772-2445 with any questions. We 
hope to be open soon!  
 

  The residents of Mountain View Manor would like to thank Pastor Erik Olsen and his wife for ministering to 
our residents over the years. We will miss him and wish him well in his retirement.  
 

 Moderna booster shots were given by PMC to residents that wanted them at assisted living on Friday 11/12.   
 

 We continue to be short staffed in multiple departments due to the most recent outbreak.  This includes the 
PD, Dispatch, Public Works, the Motor Pool, and Parks & Rec.   
  

 Equipment is ready for snow removal, and we have plans in place to cover snow removal routes if the need 
occurs before we are up to full staff levels. 

 

 The Motor Pool Shop Repair project is progressing well. Interior paint is nearly complete and next steps will 
be installation of mechanical and electrical fixtures and equipment, including the new overhead crane. 
 

 Sanitation is working on a plan for transitioning recycling pickups to every-other-week instead of weekly. 
The changeover will take place after the holiday season and will be advertised for several weeks beforehand.  
 

 We are looking into bringing an overhead door specialist to town to evaluate and repair the various garage 
doors at several Borough facilities.  Many of these doors have developed problems over the years and our 
intention is to put together a plan to get them all working properly again. This may involve budgeting for 
replacement of some older doors that are in poor condition.  
 

 Molly is working with a contractor to acquire last of data needed for PD’s E911 system.  
 

 Federal agencies holding briefings on the new infrastructure bill. Liz has been attending the relevant ones.  
 

 Petersburg residents have received over $725,000 in rental and utility payments through the Alaska Housing 
Rent Relief Program. Alaska Housing is getting closer to announcing its Homeowner Assistance Program. 
Homeowners experience financial difficulties due to Covid19 are encouraged to sign up to receive program 
updates at: alaskahousingrelief.org/homeowners   
 

18

Item 13A.

https://www.alaskahousingrelief.org/homeowners


Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 The Harbor is working with Tamico and Thomas Mercer to sleeve a compromised pile in South Harbor. 
 

 Thank you to harbor users for paying attention to vessels during stormy weather.  Please continue to notify 
the Harbor Office if you plan on being out of town and provide us with your boat watching contact info.  
 

 The library is currently offering curbside service. People can place holds in our online catalog or call us and 
we will have their item available for pickup M-Sat 11:30am-1:30pm.  
 

 Library is working with a graphic designer and Homeport Electronics to create a sign for the Helmi Jensen 
Community Room. Installation is scheduled for later this month.  

 

 Dr. Tuccillo and Chief Kerr have been visiting local businesses to talk about virus safety and encouraging 
them to support the Borough’s mask mandate.  There are still some organizations that are refusing to 
support the mandate.     
 

 Andrew Ayriss, Carl Tate, Eric Wolf and James Kerr received SWAT 1 Certified Operator status on the 
following.  

 High Risk Warrants  
 SWAT Team concepts 
 Room clearing 
 High Risk Warrant planning and execution 
 Mechanical breaching 
 Breach point procedures 
 Distraction device deployment and certification 
 Tactical firearms training 
 Barricade subject operations 
 Stealth search techniques 
 Chemical munitions deployment 
 Introduction and practical application of the K9 in the SWAT mission 

 Andrew Ayriss, Carl Tate, Eric Wolf and James Kerr also received SWAT 2 Certified Operator status on the 
following.  

  Hostage Rescue Team  
 Individual and team movements 
 Surgical firearms training (Sniper) 
 Strong hold options 
 Stealth to contact 
 Open air options 
 Mobile option 
 Covered Pile tactics 
 Vehicle assaults 
 Tactical rescue 
 Tubular assaults 
 Tactical movement under Night Vision Goggles  

 SWAT 1&2 certification will better assist the Petersburg Community in the event of a crisis. Other members 
of the department will be trained on the topics by the 4 who attended the training.    
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2021-20 

 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AMENDING EMERGENCY ORDINANCE #2021-19, 
WHICH IMPLEMENTED A PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURE REQUIRING 
FACE COVERINGS IN INDOOR PUBLIC SETTINGS, TO INCLUDE (1) A FINE FOR 

NONCOMPLIANCE, (2) COMMUNALLY USED AREAS WITHIN ITS SCOPE, AND (3) 
A PROVISION THAT REQUIRES BUSINESSES AND BUILDING OWNERS TO DENY 

ADMITTANCE TO ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO FAILS TO COMPLY WITH THE 
ORDINANCE 

 
WHEREAS, in response to a significant community spread COVID-19 outbreak, the 

Borough Assembly, on November 5, 2021, enacted Emergency Ordinance #2021-19; and 
 
WHEREAS, that Emergency Ordinance required all persons to wear masks or face 

coverings over their nose and mouth when they were indoors in any building within the Borough 
that is open to the public; and  

 
WHEREAS, since that date the number of new cases has continued to quickly grow, with 

the Petersburg Medical Center (PMC) reporting 22 new active COVID-19 cases on November 
10, 2021, bringing the active case count to 92, with 86 pending send-out COVID tests that 
should be resulted in the next 3-5 business days; and 

 
WHEREAS, there have been 74 new positive cases in the last seven days alone, with 

Petersburg having a daily new case rate (per 100,000) nearly 6 times that of the State of Alaska 
as a whole, which is itself over 3 times higher than the national average; and 

 
WHEREAS, many businesses and building owners are taking measures to ensure 

compliance with the Emergency Ordinance to keep their employees, customers and visitors safe, 
however it has been reported that a number of businesses are not; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Assembly believes that requiring businesses and building owners to deny 

admittance to those not complying with the Emergency Ordinance will assist in stemming this 
rapidly spreading outbreak; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to provide an additional safety measure, the Assembly wishes to 

include within the scope of the Emergency Ordinance communal areas in buildings not specifically 
open to the public where individuals gather who are not members of the same household; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Assembly further believes that instituting specific fines for violation of the 

Emergency Ordinance will provide an incentive for compliance, to further aid in bringing this public 
health crisis under control; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Assembly finds that a health crisis continues to exist in the community due 

to the expanding COVID-19 outbreak and the limited medical resources existing within the 
community to address the outbreak; and  

 
WHEREAS, Charter Section 3.03 provides for emergency ordinances which in the 

judgement of the Assembly are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health or safety, and such ordinances may be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced; and 
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Ordinance #2021-20 - Page 2 

 
WHEREAS, under the described circumstances, the Assembly finds that the provisions of 

this ordinance are required for the immediate preservation of public health and safety. 
 
 
THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 

  
Section 1. Classification:  This Emergency Ordinance is of a non-permanent nature and shall 
not be codified in the Petersburg Borough Code. 

 
Section 2. Purpose:  The purpose of this Emergency Ordinance is to amend Emergency 
Ordinance #2021-19 to provide fines for noncompliance, require businesses and building owners to 
deny admittance to those failing to comply with the ordinance, and to add communally used spaces 
within the scope of the ordinance. 
 
Section 3. Substantive Provisions:    
 
 A. The first paragraph of Section 3 of the Emergency Ordinance is amended as follows 
(the new language is underlined and in red): 
 
Except as provided herein, all persons must wear masks or face coverings over their nose and mouth 
when they are indoors in any building within the Borough (1) that is open to the public or (2) within a 
communal space shared with other individuals not from one's household. 
 
 B. New language is added at the end of Section 3 of the Emergency Ordinance, to read 
as follows: 
 

“Communal space” means any area in a building where members of more than one 
household can commingle, including without limitation areas used for (1) exercise or 
fitness, (2) community events, whether ticketed or otherwise, (3) meetings, events or 
other usage by private social clubs, societies, lodges, associations or nonprofit 
groups, and (4) including entrance lobbies, hallways, and stairwells for such areas. 
  

 C. New language is added at the end of Section 3 of the Emergency Ordinance, to read 
as follows: 

 
Businesses, employers, and building owners or lessees shall deny admittance to any 
individual who fails to comply with this Emergency Ordinance; provided, however, 
that this ordinance shall be applied in a manner consistent with the federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and any other applicable provision of law. Businesses may 
choose to allow individuals who request an accommodation under the ADA to wear 
a face shield.  
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 D. A new Section 3A, entitled Fines, is added immediately following Section 3 of the 
Emergency Ordinance, to read as follows: 

Section 3A.  Fines:  

 1. Any person who violates this Emergency Ordinance shall be guilty of 
a violation, punishable by imposition of a fine of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each 
separate violation. 

 2. Any business, employer, or building owner or lessee who violates this 
Emergency Ordinance by improperly granting admittance to an individual failing to 
comply with this Emergency Ordinance shall be guilty of a violation, punishable by 
imposition of a fine of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each separate violation. 
Issuance of a citation to an entity, including a business entity, may be accomplished 
by leaving a copy at the entity's location, during regular operating or business hours, 
with any owner, officer or official, or employee. Owners, officers, officials and 
employees of an entity shall be deemed agents of the entity for purposes of a violation 
and service of a citation. 

 E. All other provisions of Emergency Ordinance #2021-19 remain in full force and 
effect. 

 
 
Section 4. Severability:  If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application of other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 
 
Section 5. Effective Date and Term:  This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon 
adoption and remain in effect through the effective term of Emergency Ordinance #2021-19. 
 
 
Passed and approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg, Alaska this 15th day 
of November, 2021. 
 
 
         
             
        _____________________________ 
ATTEST:                  Mark Jensen, Mayor 
           
________________________________       
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk  
 
 
 

          Adopted:   
         Published:   

           Effective:   
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Memorandum 

 

11/10/2021 

 

To: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 

CC: Mayor Jensen and Members of the Petersburg Borough Assembly 

From: Chris Cotta, Public Works Director 

Re: Motor Pool Shop Fire Damage Repairs – Change Order No. 2 

 

Construction on the Motor Pool Shop Fire Damage Repairs project is progressing and should be nearing 

substantial completion in the next couple of weeks. During the course of construction there have been several 

changes to the project that were directly related to fire damage or the fire codes covering the rehabilitated 

structure. Rainforest Contracting has provided proposals for these changes and their proposals have been 

reviewed and discussed by the Borough and the Borough’s insurance provider. These changes are itemized in 

the attached Change Order No. 2. All of these itemized costs have been approved as covered costs, with the 

exception of a small portion (approximately $450) of the asbestos tile removal. We do not know the final 

disposition of the disputed amount yet, however if the $450 turns out to be a cost not covered by insurance, we 

can pay for it out of the Public Works Building Maintenance account.  

 

Following is a brief explanation of each change order item: 

 

1. Additional asbestos tile removal: When flooring in the shop was demolished, some of the flooring that 

was taken up revealed underlying asbestos material that had not been identified in the asbestos survey 

performed during design. This additional asbestos had to be abated and the cost for this work was 

$13,500. Insurance has approved $13,050 of this cost to date. 

 

2. Fire damaged x-bracing repair: Demolition of the building walls and insulation revealed some underlying 

fire damage to the x-bracing for the steel framing that supports the shop facility. This damaged bracing 

had to be replaced to restore structural integrity. Total cost was $3,800 which will be fully covered by 

insurance. 

 

3. The State Fire Marshal mandated some changes to design of the building that went beyond “like kind” 

replacement of the existing structure and fire protection equipment. These changes are as follows: 
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Public Works Department 

PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4430 Fax (907) 772-4102 

www.petersburgak.gov 

 

 Changes to north and south walls from 10’ up: Changes to upper portions of the north and south 

walls of the building, to eliminate exposed foamboard insulation that was part of the original 

building configuration. Additional framing and wall coverings had to be installed. Cost for this 

change was $21,285 which will be fully covered by insurance. 

 Add exit sign and emergency lighting. Cost for this change was $2,310 which will be fully covered 

by insurance. 

 Provide 2 new fire extinguishers. Cost for this change was $250 which will be fully covered by 

insurance. 

 

4. Shim crane runway beams as needed: During measurements for the new overhead crane installation, it 

was discovered that the south side of the building had warped slightly from the fire, pulling the crane 

runway beam on that side of the building out of alignment. Shims were added to the runway beams to 

bring them into proper tolerances for installation of the new overhead crane. Cost for this work was 

$5,095 which will be fully covered by insurance. 

 

At present, the construction contract amount is $1,183,100. If Change Order 2 is approved, an additional $46,240 

would be authorized, of which all but $450 has been approved for reimbursement by the Borough’s insurance 

carrier. Total contract amount would then be $1,229,340. 

 

If you are in agreement with Change Order No. 2 as described above, please forward it to the Borough Assembly 

for consideration at their next regular meeting on November 15, 2021. I’ll be present at the meeting to answer 

any questions that may arise in regards to the need for this additional work. Thank you. 

 

Attachment:  Change Order 2 with companion documents (7 pages total) 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
                                                         

 

Borough Guidance on Volunteer Projects 
November 2021 

 
1. Volunteer Projects affecting Borough operations or facilities, must have the written approval of the 

Borough Manager and the appropriate Borough Department Head(s).  This should be based upon the 
understanding that the project is in the best interest of the Borough.   
 

2. Each project must have a Coordinator assigned by the volunteer group that is authorized to approve 
payments, and act as the primary point of contact for Borough personnel.  It is understood that any 
agreements made by the Volunteer group with contractors or other vendors are the responsibility of the 
Volunteer group, and as such, all invoices are assumed to be the responsibility of the Volunteer group unless 
otherwise noted.   
 

3. Approval of the project cannot be given until a complete written project description, with costs is provided 
and approved by the Borough Manager or Borough Assembly.  The costs provided should include any 
capital and upfront costs, along with estimated future operating costs.  An outline of who will be 
responsible for these costs should be included.    The work on the project cannot commence until all 
funding and permits are in hand.   
 

4. Volunteer Projects must apply for and receive all appropriate permits, prior to the start of the project.  All 
permit fees and charges must be paid in full and are the responsibility of the Volunteer Group.   
 

5. Throughout any volunteer project, it should be expected that periodic updates to the project will be given to 
the Assembly and Borough Manager, or their designee.  This could include updates during public meetings 
such as Advisory Board and Assembly meetings.   
 

6. Unless otherwise stated, it should be expected that the cost of a volunteer project is the sole responsibility 
of the group sponsoring the project.   
 

7. If the Borough is responsible for contracting with vendors and ordering materials for the Volunteer Project, 
all Borough purchasing rules must be followed.  Volunteer groups who are assuming all risk and project 
costs should follow their own group rules if appropriate.   
 

8. Licensed contractors may be required on any construction project.  This decision will be made by the 
Borough Building Official based upon Borough and State requirements.   
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