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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, March 08, 2022 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: May 17, 2021 06:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: May 17, 2021 Regular Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/97210319825?pwd=THNuZlJTMGtRNXpsbUdkS1FFeG1oZz09 
Passcode: 599011 
 
Or Telephone: 
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):  
US: +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 900 9128 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 
558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592  
Webinar ID: 972 1031 9825 
Passcode: 599011 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. Meeting minutes from 2.8.2022 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

6. Consent Calendar 

7. Public Hearing Items 

A. Consideration of an application from Tim Wilkinson for a variance from the 20’ rear 
and 10’ side yard setback requirements at 505 Excel Street (PID: 01-006-151) in order 
to construct a 520 sf shed 5’ from the property lines. 

1



 

 P a g e  | 2 

8. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 

B. Staff Comments 

C. Next Meeting 

9. Adjournment 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, February 08, 2022 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

Topic: Petersburg Borough Planning Commission Regular Meeting 
Time: 12:00pm 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/96232354380?pwd=UkU0b1JiaHl5SGQ4OU1lSzNaZTdCZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 
Passcode: 289401 
 

One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,96232354380#,,,,*289401# US (Tacoma) 
+13462487799,,96232354380#,,,,*289401# US (Houston) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 720 707 2699 US (Denver) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 
Passcode: 289401 
Find your local number: https://petersburgak-gov.zoom.us/u/kbU4BcCPSP 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00pm. 

 

NOTE:  The audio in the Assembly Chambers had been muted on Zoom so there is no 
audio for the first portion of the meeting. 

2. Roll Call 
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PRESENT 
Commission Chair Chris Fry 
Commission Vice-Chair Heather O'Neil 
Commission Secretary Sally Dwyer 
Commissioner Nancy Strand 
Commissioner Jim Floyd 
 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

Approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commission Vice-Chair 
O'Neil. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission Secretary 
Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, Commissioner Floyd 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Strand. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission Secretary 
Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, Commissioner Floyd 
 

A. Meeting Minutes from 1/11/2022 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

None 

6. Consent Calendar 

None 

7. Public Hearing Items 

 

A. Recommendation to the Borough Assembly on disposal of borough property at 700 
Sandy Beach Rd (PID#: 01-004-320). 

Kris Norisz spoke on her own behalf with questions about the procedures following this 
meeting regarding the sale of public land. 

Kathy Riemer spoke on her own behalf with questions about the procedures following 
this meeting regarding the sale of public land. 
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Toby Bakos spoke on his own behalf via Zoom stating the properties ought to be put 
up for auction to the public in order to make it fair for everyone. 

Vice Chair O'Neil made the motion to recommend to the Assembly to put this parcel up 
for a competitive sealed bid with the Assembly determining what the minimum bid 
ought to be. Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 

Motion made by Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission 
Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, Commissioner Floyd 
 

B. Recommendation to the Borough Assembly on disposal of borough property at 1015 
Sandy Beach Rd (PID#: 01-014-180). 

Jolyn Duddles spoke on her own behalf in opposition to the sale of this parcel. 

Linda Millard spoke on her own behalf as the individual interested in purchasing this 
parcel. Mrs. Millard stated that she was informed that she could get the process 
started; however she would not be guaranteed to be the purchaser. 

Commissioner Strand recused herself and spoke on her own behalf with concerns 
about her access; therefore in opposition. 

Susan Ohmer spoke on her own behalf in opposition to the sale of this parcel. 

Vice-Chair O'Neil asked Director Cabrera about the intended use of the property when 
it was obtained by the then City.  Director Cabrera explained this deed did not have 
use stipulations. 

Commissioner Dwyer asked Director Cabrera how this parcel is part of the park when 
three are houses on either side of the purposed parcel.  Discussion. 

Commissioner Dwyer asked Director Cabrera if this is the last parcel that is for sale by 
the Borough.  Director Cabrera stated there may be a few more on the other side of 
Sandy Beach Road. Discussion. 

Commissioner Floyd made the motion to approve to recommend to the Assembly the 
disposal of this parcel.  Seconded by Vice-Chair O'Neil. 

Discussion.  

Commissioner Floyd amended his motion to add the language "sealed competitive 
bid".  Seconded by Vice-Chair O'Neil.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Floyd amended the motion to add "if the Borough chooses not to sell, 
then further recommend to consider rezoning the parcel to open space."  Seconded by 
Vice-Chair O'Neil. 
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Motion passed unanimously. 

The motion, as amended, to recommend to the Assembly the disposal of parcel 01-
014-180, 1015 Sandy Beach Road, by sealed competitive bid - and if the Assembly 
chooses to not sell, then it is further recommended they consider rezoning the parcel 
to open space, passed unanimously. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission 
Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, Commissioner Floyd 
 

8. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 

None 

B. Staff Comments 

None 

C. Next Meeting is Tuesday, March 8, 2022 at 12:00pm. 

 

D. Copy of Zoning Practice attached. 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:50pm. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission Secretary 
Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, Commissioner Floyd 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 

Meeting date: March 8, 2022 

 

TO:   Planning Commission 

FROM:  Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development Director 

Subject:   VARIANCE – 505 Excel ST 

   Tim Wilkinson 

 

Recommendation:  

Approve a variance for construction of a garage/shop at 505 Excel St with conditions. 

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission makes the following findings of fact:  

1. An application for a variance was 

submitted by Tim Wilkinson (applicant) 

and fees paid on February 7, 2022. 

2. Subject parcel size is approximately 5,000 

sf. The parcel is a legal non-conforming lot 

as it does not meet minimum lot size of 

8,000 sf. 

3. The zoning of the subject parcel is single 

family residential. 

4. Surrounding properties are zoned single-

family residential and the area is well-

established and developed residential 

neighborhood. 

5. Setback requirements for this district are 

20’ front and rear yard and 10’ on the side 

yard. 

6. An existing one family dwelling with a footprint of approximately 750 sf is located on the 

property. The existing structure satisfies the requirement of a principal use.  

7. The existing structure does not meet current setback requirements and is considered legal 

nonconforming. 

8. The maximum lot coverage for this district is 35%. The existing dwelling and proposed 

development result in a lot coverage of 25%.  

9. Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the subject parcel. 

10. On March 8, 2022, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning & 

Zoning Commission. 

11. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 

materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 

Section 2. Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning & Zoning 

Commission makes the following determinations: 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 

Meeting date: March 8, 2022 

 
The planning commission must find all three of the following conditions to exist to grant the variance: 

A. That there are exceptional physical circumstances or conditions applicable to the property or to its 

intended use or development which do not apply generally to the other properties in the same zone. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No    

REASON: The subject property was legally subdivided prior to adoption of the current minimum lot 

size for the SFR district of 8,000 sf. It is considered a legal nonconforming lot.  

B. That the strict application of the provisions of this title would result in practical difficulties or 

unnecessary pecuniary hardships. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No    

REASON: The substandard lot size makes it difficult to construct the accessory building on the property 

under the required setbacks. 

C. That the granting of the variance will not result in material damage or prejudice to other properties 

in the vicinity nor be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No     

REASON: Per applicant’s proposed design, snow stops and rain gutters will be installed to direct 

precipitation away from neighboring properties.  

The proposed development would place the building posts 5’ from the property lines and does not account 

for the eaves. To ensure adequate space for fire response, the variance is granted under the condition that 

no portion of the structure be closer than five feet from the property lines. 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Chair, Planning Commission 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Secretary, Planning Commission 
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