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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom meeting. 

When:  July 12, 2022 12:00 PM Alaska 
Topic:  July 12, 2022 Regular Planning Commission Meeting 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/96232354380?pwd=UkU0b1JiaHl5SGQ4OU1lSzNaZTdCZz09 

Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 
Passcode: 289401 

Or Telephone: 
        (253) 215 8782 US (Tacoma) or (720) 707 2699 US (Denver) 

Meeting ID: 962 3235 4380 
Passcode: 289401 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 6/14/2022. 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

6. Consent Calendar 

7. Public Hearing Items 
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A. Consideration of an application from Wesley Davis DBA Hermosa Holdings LLC for a 
variance from the 20’ yard setback requirement at 1103 S Nordic Dr. (PID: 01-010-
745). 

B. Consideration of an application from Drew Ware for a conditional use permit for a 
temporary trailer for construction purposes at 365 Mitkof Highway (PID: 01-084-250) 

C. Consideration of an application from Reid Brothers Construction and the Petersburg 
Borough for a replat of the Power Plant Subdivision located at 329 and 339 Mitkof 
Highway (PID: 01-058-250 and 01-058-275). 

8. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 

B. Staff Comments 

C. Next Meeting 

9. Adjournment 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00pm. 

2. Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Commission Chair Chris Fry 
Commission Vice-Chair Heather O'Neil 
Commission Secretary Sally Dwyer 
Commissioner Jim Floyd 
 
ABSENT 
Commissioner Nancy Strand 
 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

Approved as presented. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission Secretary 
Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 

Approved as presented. 

Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission Secretary 
Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd 
 

A. Meeting Minutes 05.10.2022 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
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Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

None. 

6. Consent Calendar 

A. Acceptance and scheduling of an application from Drew Ware for a conditional use 
permit for a temporary trailer for construction purposes at 365 Mitkof Highway (PID: 
01-084-250). 

Accepted for July 12, 2022 meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission 
Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd 
 

B. Acceptance and scheduling of an application from Reid Brothers Construction and the 
Petersburg Borough for a replat of the Power Plant Subdivision located at 329 and 339 
Mitkof Highway (PID: 01-058-250 and 01-058-275). 

Accepted for July 12, 2022 meeting. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission 
Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd 
 

7. Public Hearing Items 

A. Application from John and Justin Reid for a minor subdivision at 112 Scow Bay Loop 
Rd. (PID: 01-057-100). 

The motion to approve the Reid Minor Subdivision Application was approved as 
submitted to include the findings of fact as found in the Staff Report. 

Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission 
Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd 
 

8. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 

None. 

B. Staff Comments 

None. 
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C. The next meeting is July 12, 2022 at 12:00PM 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 12:07pm. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commission Secretary 
Dwyer, Commissioner Floyd 
 

 

 

____________________________      ____________________ 

Chris Fry, Chair           Date 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
Meeting date: July 12, 2022 

 
TO:   Planning Commission 

FROM:  Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development Director 

Subject:   VARIANCE – 1103 S NORDIC DR 
   Wes Davis (Hermosa Holdings LLC) 

 

Recommended Motion:  

I move to approve a variance for construction of a shop within 5’ of the property line at 1103 S 
Nordic Drive with conditions. 

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission makes the following findings of fact:  

1. An application for a variance 
was submitted by Wes Davis 
(applicant) and fees paid on 
May 11, 2022. 

2. Subject parcel size is 
approximately 24,609 sf.  

3. The zoning of the subject 
parcel is commercial-1. 

4. Surrounding properties are 
zoned commercial-1, 
industrial, and single-family 
residential. The area is well-
established and developed 
commercial and residential 
neighborhoods. 

5. There is no yard setback requirements for this district except in instances where the property 
is adjacent to residential zone. Under 19.60.040, when a commercial property is adjacent to a 
residential lot, the commercial lot must adopt the rear yard setback along the common 
property line. 

6. An existing commercial building occupies a portion of the lot. The building is occupied by a 
restaurant and office space. The proposed development appears to be about half the size of 
the existing building. The maximum lot coverage for this district is 100%. The proposed 
development will not exceed the maximum lot coverage. 

7. The proposed project plans will be reviewed and approved by the state fire marshal prior to the 
borough issuing a building permit. 

8. As proposed, the development includes construction of a retaining wall using 2’ wide concrete blocks 
on the property line. This would leave 3’ of space between the retaining wall and the building.  The 
site plan also shows a 1’ roof overhang. 

9. Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the subject parcel. 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
Meeting date: July 12, 2022 

 
10. On July 12, 2022, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning & 

Zoning Commission. 
11. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 

materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 

Section 2. Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning & Zoning 
Commission makes the following determinations: 

The planning commission must find all three of the following conditions to exist to grant the variance: 

A. That there are exceptional physical circumstances or conditions applicable to the property or to its 
intended use or development which do not apply generally to the other properties in the same zone. 

☐ Yes   ☐ No    

REASON:  

B. That the strict application of the provisions of this title would result in practical difficulties or 
unnecessary pecuniary hardships. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No    

REASON: The application of a 20’ setback on the subject property significantly limits development on 
the rear portion of the property. 

C. That the granting of the variance will not result in material damage or prejudice to other properties 
in the vicinity nor be detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No     

REASON: The proposed project plans will be reviewed and approved by the state fire marshal for 
consistency with fire code prior to the borough issuing a building permit. A minimum of 5’ separation 
between the property line and the furthest overhang of the eaves will ensure access to that side of the 
building for snow removal, maintenance, and fire department access. 

Approval Conditions:  

1. No portion of the structure, including eaves, shall be closer than 5’ to the property line. 
2. Proposed project plans will be reviewed and approved by the state fire marshal prior to the 

borough issuing a building permit. 
 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 
Chair, Planning Commission 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
Meeting date: July 12, 2022 

 
 

 

_______________________________________________ 
Secretary, Planning Commission 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 

Meeting date: June 14, 2022 

 

TO:   Planning Commission 

FROM:  Liz Cabrera, Community & Economic Development Director 

Subject:   Conditional Use Permit – 365 Mitkof Highway 

   Drew Ware 

 

Recommended Motion:  

I move to approve a conditional use 

permit for a temporary trailer for 

construction purposes at 365 Mitkof 

Highway for two years.  

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning 

Commission makes the following 

findings of fact:  

1. An application for a conditional use 

permit was submitted by Drew Ware 

(applicant) and fees paid on May 16, 

2022. 

2. The application was scheduled for a 

public hearing by the Planning 

Commission at their June 14, 2022, 

meeting. 

3. The subject parcel size is 

approximately 46,600 sf.  

4. The zoning of the subject parcel is single family residential, and property is vacant. 

5. Surrounding properties are zoned single-family residential. 

6. The applicant has installed a pad and placed a travel trailer on the property and connected 

utilities. 

7. The applicant intends to construct a single-family dwelling on the property. 

8. While travel trailers are not allowed as a primary use in the single-family residential district, 

PMC 19.20.040B allows for the Planning Commission to issue a conditional use permit for 

trailers for construction purposes. 

9. In the past, the Planning Commission has issued a CUP under this authority for a limited 

amount of time, usually two years. Applicants needing additional time to complete their 

dwelling would need to seek an extension from the commission. 

10. Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the subject parcel. 

11. On July 12, 2022, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning & 

Zoning Commission. 
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Planning Commission Staff Report 

Meeting date: June 14, 2022 

 

12. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 

materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 

Section 2. Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning & Zoning 

Commission makes the following determinations: 

A. The commission shall consider the suitability of the property, the character of the surrounding 

property and the economic and aesthetic effects of the proposed use upon the property and 

neighboring property. The use will be permitted if it is in harmony with the general purpose and 

intent of this title and where the use will be in keeping with the uses generally authorized for the 

zone in which the use is to take place. The commission shall require the conditional user to take 

those steps necessary so that the permitted conditional use will not be offensive because of 

injurious and noxious noise, vibrations, smoke, gas, fumes or odors or will not be hazardous to 

the community because of danger of fire or explosion. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No 

REASON: The travel trailer will be used as a temporary dwelling until a new dwelling is 

constructed. 

B. Exits and entrances and off-street parking for the conditional use shall be located to prevent 

traffic hazards or congestion on public streets. 

☒ Yes   ☐ No 

REASON:  The travel trailer is located on the subject parcel. The driveway leads to Mitkof 

Highway. It is unlikely issuing the CUP would result in any traffic hazards or congestion on 

public streets. 

C. In addition to the conditions of subsections (A) and (B) of this section, schools, governmental 

and civic buildings and other public uses shall meet the following condition: The proposed 

location of the use and size and character of the site shall facilitate maximum benefit and service 

to the public. 

☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☒ Not Applicable 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Chair, Planning Commission 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Secretary, Planning Commission 
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Liz Cabrera

From: TamiWare@outlook.com

Sent: Thursday, May 19, 2022 11:26 AM

To: Liz Cabrera

Subject: Re: permit application

Hi Liz, 

We've spent over 180k buying and developing our 3 lots,  just to be able to work and live here, which we 
haven't been able to obtain the house yet because finding a contractor has been impossible. We've had 
contractors lined up who bow out, building plans that fall through and an economy evident of a pandemic that 
skyrocketed material prices and delayed suppliers. We are now planning on building ourselves, hence the 
need for our RV here, on our property, to continue, because we have small children to raise while we do it. 

We are extremely saddened by this process and the way we are being treated after pouring money into the 
Petersburg economy through the property, lot development, fishery permits, taxes and boat moorage fees. 
Now we just spent another $1200 in applications and fees just to obtain utilities and have to fight for our right to 
be on our own property? I'm not sure what else to say. My great grandpa Hammer helped found this town, and 
it would not be what it is today without my family, so if I need to show up at this silly meeting with all the family 
and friends we have in this town, I will. Let me know if you think it's necessary...and if there's room. I honestly 
don't know what else to tell you. 

I realize you are trying to help us, by letting us know we need to prepare, but the fact we have to go through 
this is frustrating. If development and the ability to live, build and thrive here is this difficult, where does that 
leave Petersburg 100 yrs from now?  

There are 4 neighbors around us. One is our family who has lived here for 38 years, and two are close family 
friends. I don't expect any hesitation from 3/4 to support us, but the 4th is an unknown. We were both born and 
raised here, wanting to give our children what we had here as children...but at this point we don't feel welcome 
here and are considering selling out and moving on to support a more supportive community.  

-Drew and Tami  

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
Get Outlook for Android 
 

From: Liz Cabrera <lcabrera@petersburgak.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2022 1:02:05 PM 
To: tamiware@outlook.com <tamiware@outlook.com> 
Subject: permit application  
  
Hi Tami, 
  
When you get a chance could you please email me a short summary of why you need a trailer at this location, what you 
anticipate your timeline is for constructing a dwelling, and where you are in that process (what’s been accomplished to 
date). I would like to include this information with the application so the Planning Commission understands the reason 
behind the request. 
  
Also, just fyi, your permit will be scheduled for a public hearing and consideration by the Planning Commission, probably 
for July 12 at noon in Assembly Chambers at the municipal building. Prior to the meeting, the borough will send out a 
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PROPERTY AREA

Reid Brothers Logging & Construction 
339 Mitkof Highway

and
Petersburg Borough
329 Mitkof Highway

N
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