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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, November 06, 2023 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: November 6, 2023 12:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: November 6, 2023 Borough Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-gov.zoom.us/j/82689388463?pwd=vvU5DkNt7m5noxCmR-
wPbEuMSJ7KDg.gg5u647XD6G81f0J   
Passcode: 666582 
 
Or Telephone: 
(253) 215-8782 or (720) 707-2699 
Webinar ID: 826 8938 8463 
Passcode: 666582   
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. October 16, 2023 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Bid Awards 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

10. Consent Agenda 
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A. The Trees Liquor License Transfer 

The Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office (AMCO) has received two liquor license 
transfer of ownership applications from The Trees RV LLC to The Trees, LLC, and 
then from The Trees, LLC to PAH, LLC.  The Assembly may support or protest the 
applications.  A protest may not be arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable. 

B. Acceptance of a Grant Award in the Amount of $50,199 from the Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management 

This grant provides funding for the purchase and installation of an antenna with 
repeater, 2 base stations, 20 portable radios and the fees for FCC licensing of the 
School District's own frequency.  This grant was not budgeted for in the FY24 Adopted 
Budget and if approved will be placed in the next supplemental budget which will be 
presented at a later date. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center 

PMC CEO Hofstetter will provide an update on Medical Center activities. 

B. US Forest Service 

Acting District Ranger Castro will provide an update on Forest Service activities. 

C. Human Resources 

Human Resource Officer/Deputy Clerk Regula will give a report on the Borough's 
progress addressing recommendations from the APEI review. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. November 6, 2023 Mayor's Report 

13. Manager's Report 

A. November 6, 2023 Manager's Report 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2023-14 - An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Lot GL 14, Section 33, 
Township 58 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian, (Parcel #01-010-600) 
from Public Use (P-1) to Single-Family Mobile Home (SFMH), with Conditions - 
Third and Final Reading 

If approved in three readings, Ordinance #2023-14 will rezone Lot GL 14, owned by 
Skylark Park, LLC, from Public Use to Single-Family Mobile Home.  Skylark Park, LLC 
applied for the zoning amendment, stating the intended use for the property is to 
subdivide the parcel into lots for placement of stick built or manufactured homes.  The 
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Planning Commission recommends the rezone request be approved.  Ordinance 
#2023-14 was amended in its second reading to add conditions to the rezone that 
specify only one-family or two-family dwellings and newly constructed manufactured 
homes are permitted uses on Lot GL 14 and to define the term "manufactured 
home".  The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #2023-14, as amended, in 
its second reading. 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution #2023-13A:  A Resolution Authorizing the Borough Manager to Apply 
to the State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation, for a Loan 
from the Alaska Clean Water Fund for the Design and Construction of the Pump 
Station 4 Force Main Project 

Resolution #2023-13A is an amended version of Resolution #2023-13, which allows 
the Borough to apply for a loan increase from ADEC for the Pump Station 4 Force 
Main Project and was approved by the Assembly on October 9, 2023.  This amended 
version references the amount of overall indebtedness to the water and wastewater 
funds that was approved by the voters with Proposition #1 at the 2019 municipal 
election (up to $8 million).   

B. Resolution #2023-14:  A Resolution in Support of Southeast Alaska Power 
Agency's Southeast Alaska Grid Resiliency Project Including Installation of a 
Third Turbine and Generator at the Tyee Hydroelectric Facility 

Adoption of Resolution #2023-14 will affirm the Borough's support of SEAPA's efforts 
to enhance hydroelectric generation and electrical grid resiliency in our region. 

C. Resolution #2023-15:  A Resolution in Support of Raising the Maximum 
Available Alaska Department of Transportation Harbor Facility Grant to 
$7,500,000 for Eligible Projects on an Annual Basis 

If adopted, Resolution #2023-15 will show the Borough's support for Governor 
Dunleavy and the Alaska Legislature to amend Alaska Statute 29.60.800 to raise the 
maximum Harbor Facility Grant Fund award from $5,000,000 to $7,500,000 per 
eligible project to account for inflation since 2006. 

D. Skylark Park LLC Application to Purchase Borough Land (Lots 2, 3, 5, 5A, and 6, 
Skylark II Subdivision, and Government Lot 21, Section 33, T58S, R79E) 

Skylark Park LLC submitted an application to purchase six Borough owned lots 
between the Severson's Subdivision and Skylark Way for the purpose of developing a 
10+ acre major subdivision with roads and utilities in an effort to provide affordable 
housing options to Petersburg residents.  The lots would need to be rezoned to allow 
for placement of stick built or manufactured homes on the subdivided parcels.  The 
Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding the application to purchase on 
October 10, 2023, and recommends the Assembly approve the application to move 
forward in the process with the condition that the necessary rezone requests are also 
approved.  Skylark Park LLC is requesting the Assembly authorize a direct sale of the 
property rather than offer the parcels for sale by competitive bid or outcry auction. 
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Borough Code Section 16.12.080(E) states that the Assembly shall determine whether 
an application shall move forward in the application process or be denied.  If the 
application is to move forward, the Assembly shall schedule a public sale or exempt 
the application from public sale.  If the application is exempted from public sale, the 
Assembly may authorize the Borough Manager to negotiate the sale with the 
applicant, the final terms of which are subject to approval by the Assembly.   

E. Mental Health Trust Lot 37 on Blind Slough 

The Alasa Mental Health Trust Land Office is offering for sale South Mitkof Lot 37 for a 
minimum bid of $102,500.  The lot fronts Blind Slough and is located in a popular 
recreational area for Petersburg's residents and visitors.  In 2008 the Andy Mathisen 
family donated approximately $95,000 to the Borough to be used towards a fishing 
park on the Wrangell narrows by Eagles Roost Park.  The project never progressed 
due to costs above and beyond the gifted funds.  The Andy Mathisen Fishing Park 
investment fund currently has a balance of $99,327.90 and the Mathisen estate is 
willing to use these funds to help purchase the Blind Slough property to ensure public 
access on Blind Slough is maintained.  The Assembly is asked to determine whether 
or not the Borough should participate in the sealed bid land sale for the parcel.   

F. Request to Negotiate Purchase of 50-Foot Public Access Easement on Lots 37, 
38 and 39 Fronting Blind Slough 

If approved, the Assembly will send the attached letter to ADNR to request the 
Borough be allowed to purchase from the Mental Health Land Trust a 50-foot public 
access easement on Lots 37, 38, and 39 that front Blind Slough to ensure access 
along the Blind Slough shoreline. 

G. Petro Building Acquisition Status 

The Borough (Staff and Attorney) has been working with Petro 49 since 2018 to 
acquire the old Union Oil building and property at 703 S. Nordic Drive for use as a 
maintenance facility for our Harbor Department.  The Borough and Petro 49 have also 
been working with ADEC as a clear letter of conditions on the property is required 
before the Borough follows through with the acquisition.  The Borough was recently 
informed that the process of receiving a clear letter of conditions on the property from 
ADEC may not be completed for several more years.  Manager Giesbrecht is 
requesting direction from the Assembly whether the Borough should continue with the 
acquisition or look for other alternatives. 

H. Housing Task Force 

The Housing Task Force was created in October of 2022 and Assembly Member 
Kensinger was appointed Chair by the Assembly.  The Task force researched housing 
issues in Petersburg and facilitated a Housing Needs Assessment performed by 
Agnew::Beck.  The Housing Needs Assessment was finalized and shared with the 
Assembly in early October.   Assembly Member Kensinger chose not to run for 
another term on the Assembly and left his Assembly seat on October 9, 2023.  Mr. 
Kensinger requested that if the Assembly chooses to continue the Housing Task 
Force, he be allowed to continue to be a member of the Task Force but that the 
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Assembly appoint a new Assembly Member as Chair.  The Assembly should 
determine whether to continue or dissolve the Housing Task Force at this time. 

I. Election of Vice Mayor 

Borough Charter Section 2.05B provides that no later than the first regular meeting of 
the Assembly in November each year, the Assembly shall elect from its membership a 
Vice Mayor. 

J. Assembly Member Appointments to Boards 

Mayor Jensen, with Assembly approval, will appoint Assembly Members as 
representatives or liaisons to the Southeast Conference, Alaska Municipal League, 
Harbors and Ports Advisory Board, Hospital Board, Public Safety Advisory Board, 
Local Emergency Planning Committee, the Early Childhood Education Task Force, 
and the Housing Task Force.  The 2022/23 Assembly Appointment list is attached for 
reference. 

K. Alaska Municipal League 73rd Annual Local Government Conference 

The annual AML Conference is being held in Anchorage December 4-8, 2023.  The 
Assembly budgeted for Mayor Jensen and one other Assembly Member to attend.  It 
appears Mayor Jensen is not able to attend this year.  Assembly Member Fine-Walsh 
has expressed interest in attending.  The Assembly should decide who will attend on 
behalf of the Borough.  Conference information and a draft agenda are attached. 

L. Letter of Support for the Alaska Municipal League's Reducing Impact of Rural 
Boardwalk Barriers Project 

If approved, the attached letter of support will be sent to U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation, Pete Buttigieg, to pledge Petersburg's support and commitment to 
participating in the Thriving Communities Regional Grant program. 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since October 12, 2023 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Seafood Market Update 

OBI and Trident Seafoods recently held a webinar to discuss the current seafood 
market.  Assembly Member Schwartz was able to attend and will provide a brief report 
of the information provided during the webinar. 

B. Assembly Phone Numbers Posted on Borough Website 

Assembly Member Marsh would like the Borough to post Assembly Member phone 
numbers on the Borough website but would like to discuss it with the Assembly first (at 
the request of Clerk Thompson, who wants to verify that all Assembly Members are on 
board with the Borough doing so). 
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C. Assembly Member Comments 

D. Recognitions 

18. Executive Session 

The Assembly will adjourn to Executive Session to discuss with members of the Borough 
negotiating team the status of the negotiations for a new labor agreement between the 
Borough and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

19. Ratification of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Collective 
Bargaining Agreement for November 11, 2023 through June 30, 2027 

If approved, the new IBEW CBA will be effective through June 30, 2027. 

20. Executive Session 

The Assembly will adjourn to Executive Session, in accordance with Alaska Statute 
44.62.310(c)(3), matters which by law are required to be confidential and the attorney-
client privilege, to receive advice and recommendations from attorneys in regard to 
pending litigation (Koenigs v. Petersburg Borough, 1PE-22-00046 CI; James Kerr v. 
Petersburg Borough, 1JU-22-00856 CI). 

21. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, October 16, 2023 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Vice Mayor Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
Assembly Member Donna Marsh 
Assembly Member Scott Newman 
Assembly Member Rob Schwartz 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. October 9, 2023 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

The October 9, 2023 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Marsh. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz 

4. Oath of Office 

Newly elected Assembly Member Stanton Gregor took the Oath of Office and joined the 
rest of the Assembly at the dais. 

5. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Marsh, Seconded by Vice Mayor Lynn. 
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Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly 
Member Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly 
Member Stanton Gregor 

6. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2023-14:  An Ordinance Amending the Official 
Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Lot GL 14, 
Section 33, Township 58 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian, (Parcel 
#01-010-600) from Public Use (P-1) to Single-Family Mobile Home (SFMH) 

No testimony was given. 

7. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

8. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

No views were shared. 

9. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

No views were shared. 

10. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

A. Southeast Alaska PowerAgency 

SEAPA CEO Robert Siedman updated the Assembly on SEAPA activities. 

11. Consent Agenda 

There were no consent agenda items. 

12. Report of Other Officers 

There were no reports. 

13. Mayor's Report 

A. October 16, 2023 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen read his report into the record. 

14. Manager's Report 

There was no written Manager's Report for this meeting. 

15. Unfinished Business 
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A. Ordinance #2023-14:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Lot GL 14, Section 33, 
Township 58 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian, (Parcel #01-010-600) 
from Public Use (P-1) to Single-Family Mobile Home (SFMH) - Second Reading 

If approved in three readings, Ordinance #2023-14 will rezone Lot GL 14, owned by 
Skylark Park, LLC, from Public Use to Single-family Mobile Home.  Skylark Park, LLC 
applied for the zoning amendment, stating the intended use for the property is to 
subdivide the parcel into lots for placement of stick built or manufactured homes.  The 
Planning Commission recommends the rezone request be approved.  Ordinance 
#2023-14 was unanimously approved in its first reading. 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly amended Ordinance #2023-14 to add 
conditions to the rezone that specify only one-family and two-family dwellings and 
newly constructed manufactured homes are permitted uses on Lot GL 14 and to define 
the term "manufactured home". 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Fine-Walsh. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, 
Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 

16. New Business 

A. Petersburg Borough and Alaska Mental Health Trust Possible Land Exchange 

Due to a conversation Manager Giesbrecht had today with a Mental Health Trust 
official who stated a land exchange is highly unlikely, no vote was taken on this 
agenda item.  Discussion took place. 

17. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since October 5, 2023 

18. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

There were no comments. 

B. Recognitions 

There were no recognitions. 

19. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Stanton 
Gregor. 
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Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly 
Member Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly 
Member Stanton Gregor 
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Petersburg Medical Center 
 

     Guiding Values: Integrity – Dignity – Professionalism – Team Work - Quality   

Borough Assembly Report – November 2023 – Phil Hofstetter, CEO 
     

FY24-28 Strategic Plan Goals, Priorities, and Benchmarks 

Workforce Wellness:  

• The annual department managers retreat was held on October 25. This day-long retreat focused on 
revisiting the strategic plan and brainstorming sessions. 

• Welcome new board member Mika Hasbrouck. This will be Mika’s first term on the hospital board. 
Board president Jerod Cook and board secretary Marlene Cushing were re-elected.   

• The first CEO Office Hours open door availability to staff was held on 
10/19/2023. This will be dedicated hours for open door to all staff on a 
monthly basis.   

• Medical and nursing staff went to critical care training in Anchorage for a 
higher level certification.  

Community Engagement:  

• PMC third quarter newsletter 

• October 5: PMC reports out at Borough Assembly Meeting 

• October 9: KFSK Radio PMC Live  

• October 19: PMC reports out at PIA Council Meeting. 

• Townhall meeting open house is anticipated to be in November to discuss 
the design of the WERC building and latest developments with the facility.   

Facility:  

• PMC received official approval from the State Governors Office of the $20M Department of Treasury 
Award that will fund the WERC building. This building is the first phase of the replacement hospital 
buildings. PMC still needs an estimated $37M for the core and shell of the main hospital building for 
phase 2 funding and $31M for phase 3 to complete the funding stack interior fit-out, direct and soft 
costs for “turn key” facility.   

• The final repair to the considerable 
water damage with mold on the 
floor and walls in the PMC long term 
care solarium is completed, and the 
area is now reopened.   

• 35% of the design on the Wellness, 
education, resource center (WERC) 
as part of the new facility is 
submitted for approval. Final design 
should be expected by the Architects 
& Engineers at the end of the month 
to put forward to the steering 
committee for approval.  

• Updates: Project updates are available on the PMC website under the “New Facility & Planning” tab. 
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     Guiding Values: Integrity – Dignity – Professionalism – Team Work - Quality   

Financial Wellness:  

• FY23 Audit is currently in process and the audit firm expects to complete this process in October. 

• FY24 capital budget continues to be reviewed and will have a more concise list for approval.  

• PMC received information that the State denied the specific Exceptional Relief Request; however, they 
have allowed PMC to rebase with increased allowable costs for FY24 data.   

• Financial performance is improving very slowly and will be reported out accordingly.       

Patient-Centered Care:  

• PMC’s Long Term Care was awarded a Gold Pan award for Excellence in Nursing Home care during the 
recent Alaska Hospital and Healthcare Association conference. Jennifer Bryner and Phil Hofstetter 
accepted the award on behalf of the PMC team.  

• PMC participated in a tabletop LTC 
evacuation drill on 10/17/2023 as part of the 
request from the LTC resident council 
following the smoke impact to LTC during fire 
at the Catholic Church earlier this summer.   

• PMC participated in the statewide 
earthquake drill called the Great Alaskan 
Shakeout on October 19. As part of the drill, 
PMC staff practiced the “Drop, Cover, and 
Hold” part of earthquake procedures as well 
as running through our communication plan.    
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Human Resources Report 
Becky Regula – HR/Deputy Clerk 

 
Progress Report - APEI Review 

 

 The first all-department Borough Safety Committee meeting was held on 
October 24, 2023.  Each department has posted the list of committee 
members and their contact information. All employees are encouraged to 
contact any member with concerns and/or ideas.  
 

 Safety Committee meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of each 
month. A member of the Safety Committee will provide a monthly report to 
the Assembly beginning in December.  

 

 ADA training is in progress for all department heads.   
 

 A formal orientation program for new employees has been established as 
part of the new hire process with Human Resources.   

 

 The orientation program for new Supervisors and Department heads is in 
place.  

 

 The Crisis Response contact has been set up through APEI.  
 

 The library is now requiring background checks for all volunteers.  
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
November 6, 2023 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 

1. Seeking Letters of Interest:  The Petersburg Borough is accepting letters 
of interest from citizens who wish to serve the community as a Board Member 

to the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) for calendar year 2024.  
Petersburg has 2 voting seats on the SEAPA Board for calendar year 2024.  
The Assembly will appoint two voting members and two alternates to the 

SEAPA board.   
 

Letters of interest should be submitted to Clerk Thompson at the Borough 
offices located at 12 S. Nordic Drive; by sending to PO Box 329, Petersburg, 
AK 99833; or by emailing to dthompson@petersburgak.gov.  The deadline for 

letters of interest is Monday, November 13, 2023.  The Assembly will make 
appointments at their November 20, 2023 meeting. 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
  

 
Borough Manager’s Report 

Assembly Meeting 06 November 2023  
 

 Water Staff recently completed work with Nomad Diving to clean the interior of the 2-million-gallon water 
storage tank.   
 

 Karl is working on the land procurement process, loan increase and process to hire a company to complete 
controls for the Pump Station 4 project.  Planning and Zoning will consider three issues related to the 
project at their November meeting.  
 

 Thanks to public works for recent efforts to correct a settled sewer service in the highway right of way out 
at the Rock N Road shop site.   
 

 Our PMPL mechanic recently spent valuable time at the Crystal Lake Dam to winterize the facility, and 
ready the pump back system for use after the penstock is filled.   
 

 The Blind Slough Hydro project continues to march toward completion.  The powerhouse equipment is 
installed, and the electrician is working to run wire and make all connections needed.  The contractor has 
completed the penstock installation and completed all thrust block concrete pours.  The powerhouse bypass 
system is being completed this week.  A major effort to flush and pressure test the penstock will occur soon.   
Commissioning processes are scheduled to start on November 9th.  All parties are working to have the 
facilities startup and commissioning completed and the facility online by December 13th.  
 

 With the Blind Slough Hydro project getting closer to completion, and WW starting the PS4 project, project 
budgets will need to be adjusted.  Both capital project funds will need budget changes.  The Utility Director 
is sorting out the increases needed and will work with the Finance Director to include them in the next 
supplemental budget ordinance.  Both projects are waiting for major funding processes to complete, with 
the DOE grant still undetermined for Blind Slough and an ADEC loan increase application still in 
development for the Pump Station 4 project, so large transfers from department reserves will be needed.  
 

 There is a new art installation in the garden in front of the library.  Roughly one hundred salmon-shaped 
pieces of colorfully painted plywood now hang from a wave inspired rebar structure.  Joseph Quitslund 
created the rebar structure, the high school CAD class cut the salmon and this summer Pia Reilly and Kari 
Petersen helped community members paint fish. The project was funded by the Alaska Community 
Foundation’s Healthy Communities Grant.  Thank you to everyone that participated in helping create this 
beautiful public art piece celebrating the important role salmon plays in all aspects of our community.   
 

 Dept. of Environmental Conservation conducted a pool inspection, first in 4 years.  Parks and Rec passed 
with not a single issue!  Way to go P&R staff!  
 

 With VSC hosting November Rain on Nov. 10th – 12th, please anticipate pool closures, this will be posted 
around the facility, Facebook, and website.   
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 Construction for the sewer line project at Community Gym has finished!  Still working on some plumbing 
fixture issues, so please continue to be patient, but otherwise back to normal!  
 

 Petersburg and Wrangell Parks and Recreation will be hosting our All-Stars Basketball tournaments again 
this year.  More to come for all the Youth Basketball 4th – 6th grade families as we get closer.   
 

 We are still working with Hughes to fix some of the minor issues that have cropped up on the new fire 
engine.  We are hoping that everything is resolved by December and E2 can finally be ready for service. 
Engine 5 has been drained and is starting to be decommissioned. The City of Hyder has recently 
recommissioned its fire department and is interested in obtaining E5.  
 

 Josh and Aaron are working on a proposal to start paying volunteers in the next fiscal year for EMS 
response. We are seeing increases in response times due to the lack of volunteers.  We may also look at 
some grant funding that may pay for another full time EMS employee.    
 

 There are 5 volunteers in the ETT class, and four ETT’s signed up to take out future EMT bridge course in 
January. We also have Capitol City Fire and Rescue’s EMSO Officer Andrew Pantiskas coming to 
Petersburg to teach an EMT-2 course to our EMT-1’s. This will allow them to provide higher levels of care 
if needed, and we cannot thank CCFR enough for working with us.  No JFF due to lack of interest.   
 

 William Bergmann, who joined the PVFD on November 2nd, 1973, has just celebrated his 50th year in the 
department. If you see him around town, make sure to thank him for his commitment to the City and 
Borough of Petersburg.  
 

 Aaron completed the requirements to be an ETT/EMT-1 Instructor. He can now help Josh run classes or 
run additional classes if needed.  
 

 Aaron gave a presentation to the 7th grade science class on Tsunamis and Earthquakes, and on emergency 
preparedness. The kids later looked at some of the emergency shelter equipment and at the Petersburg Siren 
Warning System on a guided field trip.  
 

 The Stryker Systems bought with ARPA funding have been installed on the ambulances. These systems take 
the full weight of the patient and reduce the strain on volunteer staff when moving the patient in and out of 
the ambulance.  Thanks to the Assembly and the Federal government for the help in purchasing these.    
 

 Derrick is working with several of our residents on issues such as transition to long term care, and special 
appointments in Juneau. Halloween was wonderful for the residents and planning is underway for 
Thanksgiving.   
 

 We are still working on the paperwork for the state inspection of the Manor facility.  We also had our 
annual fire inspection.   
 

 We continue to be short of personnel in Assisted Living.  Derrick is filling in as needed.   
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2023-14 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FOR SERVICE AREA 1 OF 
THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH TO REZONE LOT GL 14, SECTION 33, TOWNSHIP 58 
SOUTH, RANGE 79 EAST, COPPER RIVER MERIDIAN, (PARCEL #01-010-600) FROM 
PUBLIC USE (P-1) TO SINGLE-FAMILY MOBILE HOME (SFMH), WITH CONDITIONS 

 
WHEREAS, Skylark Park, LLC owns the parcel of land described as follows: 

 
Lot GL 14, Section 33, Township 58 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian, 

Petersburg Recording District, State of Alaska 
;and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel is currently zoned Public Use (P-1); and 
 
WHEREAS, the property owner initiated a zoning change of the parcel under PMC 

19.84.020(C); and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 19.84 of the Petersburg Municipal Code (Service Area 1) 

provides for zoning amendments whenever the public necessity, convenience or general 
welfare requires; and 

 
WHEREAS, if rezoned, Skylark Park, LLC states the intended use for the property is 

to subdivide the parcel into 75’ X 100’ lots for placement of manufactured homes, a term not 
currently defined in the municipal code; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing on the 

proposed rezone on September 12, 2023, and considered and reviewed applicant materials, 
public comments and testimony, and staff report; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend rezoning the parcel 

to Single-family Mobile Home (SFMH); and 

 
WHEREAS, Borough Charter Section 3.01(K) and Section 1.12.010(G) of the 

Municipal Code require amendments to the official zoning map be enacted by ordinance. 
 

THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 
 
Section 1. Classification. This Ordinance is of a general and permanent nature but will not 
be codified in the Municipal Code. 

 
Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend the Official Zoning Map 
for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough. 
 
Section 3. Substantive Provisions.   
 
A. The Official Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough, codified and 

referenced in Section 19.08.020 in the Municipal Code, is hereby amended for the 
following described property from Public Use (P-1) to Single-Family Mobile Home (SFMH), 
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with conditions: Lot GL 14, Section 33, Township 58 South, Range 79 East, Copper River 
Meridian, Petersburg Recording District, State of Alaska. 

B. Conditions of Rezoning: With consent of the property owner, and consistent with the 
property owner’s development plans, the principal permitted uses on Lot GL 14  are 
restricted to 1) one-family and two-family dwellings (as defined in PMC 19.04.210, and 
19.04.240, and 2) newly constructed manufactured homes.  Mobile homes that do not meet 
the definition of Manufactured Homes, as set out here, are a prohibited use. 
 
The definition of ‘Newly Constructed Manufactured Homes’ for purposes of this rezoning is 
as follows: 
 
“Newly Constructed Manufactured homes” are transportable, factory-built dwelling units 
constructed by the manufacturer no more than 2 years prior to placement of the home onto 
the rezoned parcel, in conformance with the federal Manufactured Home Construction and 
Safety Standards, as evidenced by an affixed certification label in accordance with 24 CFR 
3280.11. 

 
Section 4. Where Record to be Maintained. This non-Code ordinance, and the enactment 
of the zoning amendment referenced under Section 3 of this ordinance, shall be maintained with 
the zoning records of the Borough. 
 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance will take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Assembly of the Petersburg Borough, Alaska this 
________day of _________________, 2023. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 

Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
 

Adopted:  
Published:  
Effective:  
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Planning Commission Report 

 

 

TO:   Borough Assembly 

FROM:  Planning Commission 

Subject:   ZONING AMENDMENT 

   Skylark Park LLC - Gov't Lot 14 

 

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission makes the following findings as to need 

and justification:  

1. An application for an amendment to the zoning map was submitted by Skylark Park LLC.  

2. The parcel size is 5 acres, and it is mostly vacant. The surrounding area is partially 

developed with a mix of residential dwellings and vacant land. 

3. The subject property is currently zoned Public Use, which is used for government-owned 

buildings and municipal facilities. The property may also be developed with single-family 

residential dwellings.   

4. Zoning of the surrounding area: 

a. North – Single Family Residential 

b. South – Open Space Recreational 

c. East – Public Use 

d. West – Mobile Home Park 

5. The stated intended use for the property is rezoning to Single Family Mobile Home to 

subdivide the parcel into 75’x100’ lots for placement of manufactured homes. This use is 

consistent with SFMH. SFMH lot development requires a minimum lot size of 7,500 sf. 

6. The purpose of the Single-family Mobile Home district is to provide a sound and attractive 

residential neighborhood for single-family mobile homes on standard residential-size 

building lots. One and two-family dwellings also are allowable uses in the SFMH district. 

7. The overarching housing goal in Chapter 6, Housing, of the comprehensive plan is to 

“…expand the range, affordability and quality of housing in the community while 

maintaining attractive, livable residential neighborhoods.” The plan specifies a goal to 

increase the “availability of affordable, quality housing, particularly “starter homes” and 

rentals, while avoiding overdeveloping housing for a stable or declining population.” 

8. The 2016 comprehensive plan recommends future land use for this area be Medium-High 

Density Residential. The intended use is higher density residential, including attached and 

detached homes, option for accessory dwelling units, for home-based occupations. The 

corresponding zoning districts for this use are single-family, single-family mobile home, 

multi-family, and mobile home park. 

9. On August 29, 2023, a notice of the public hearing was mailed to all owners of property 

within six hundred feet of the exterior boundary of the property that is the subject of the 

application. 

10. On August 31, 2023, notices of the public hearing were posted at the Municipal Building, 

and at the subject property. 
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Planning Commission Report 

 

 

11. On September 12, 2023, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning 

Commission. 

12. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed applicant 

materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments. 

Section 2. Based on the preceding findings, the Petersburg Planning Commission makes the 

following determination and recommendation: 

1. The current zoning of the parcel is Public Use. The purpose of the Public Use district 

includes government-owned buildings and municipal facilities, although single-family 

residential uses are also allowed. 

2. The existing zoning of the subject area is inconsistent with the intended use of the site for 

development of manufactured home dwellings.  

3. The proposal is consistent with the goals of the 2016 comprehensive plan and consistent 

with the future land use map.  

4. By a 5-0, vote, the Planning Commission recommends the Petersburg Borough Zoning Map 

be amended by rezoning Government Lot 14, Section 33, Township 58 South, Range 79 

East, Copper River Meridian from Public Use to Single-Family Mobile Home (SFMH). 

 

 

F. Public Comment
E. 2016 Comprehensive Plan Housing Chapter
D. 2016 Comprehensive Plan Land Use Designations and Definitions
C. Public Notice Mail out
B. Vicinity & Detail Map
A. Applicant Materials
Attached: 
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SKYLARK PARK LLC 
PO BOX 2126 

PETERSBURG, ALASKA 99833 
907.772.3888 

ambre@rocknroadak.com 
 
August 8, 2023 
 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing regarding parcels: 01-010-600 owned by Skylark Park LLC. I am asking the commission to 
change the zoning on our trailer park from mis zoned Public Use  to Single Family Mobile Home park.  

We are required to list how our proposal aligns with the Petersburg Comprehensive plan which ours does. 
 
The Petersburg Comprehensive plan lists this parcel as Med-High density best use.   Page 31 of the plan 
states 3. c) Establish guidelines that allow for and encourage higher density housing while ensuring 
quality of neighborhoods and individual structures.  4. d.) Increase the amount of residential, office and 
other uses within walking distance of downtown.  Page 32. 1. Goal: Support Development. Actively work 
to reduce barriers to private development Strategy: Actively work to reduce barriers to private 
development. Local governments can have a large impact on the ease – or the complication – of complying 
with land use regulations. The objective of this strategy is for the Borough to play a role as facilitator of 
desired development.  
 
Our intentions are to subdivide the lot into  75 x 100 lots which will be available for purchase to the public.  
This zoning change will allow a small home to be built or to work with us to bring in a custom designed 
manufactured home.   
 
This zoning change will allow us to create actual affordable housing options for people struggling to find 
housing in Petersburg.  This will also entice investors to purchase a manufactured home on its own lot they 
could rent out.  Creating affordable rental properties will help the rental crisis we are in. 
 
We hope the Commission can see the need in our community we will be able to address with this zoning 
change. 
 
We would like to add that there will still be a Borough owned lot creating a green belt between our 
subdivision and Severson’s Subdivision, which is more than what exists in most other subdivisions. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Sigmund K and Ambre R  Burrell 
Skylark Park LLC 
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Esri, HERE, Garmin, NGA, USGS, NRCan

Skylark Park Property 
Gov Lot 14
01-010-600

N

PROPERTY AREA
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Community & Economic Development 

PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907)772-4042 Fax (907)772-3759 

www.petersburgak.gov 

 

 

  

 

 

August 29, 2023 

 

 

«Name1» «Name2» 

«Address1» 

«City», «State» «Zip» 

 

 

NOTICE OF SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

The Petersburg Borough Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing to consider: 

 

 Recommendation to the Borough Assembly regarding an application from Ambre 

Burrell (Skylark Park LLC) to rezone Gov’t Lot 14, US Survey from Public Use to 

Single-family Mobile Home (PID: 01-010-600). 

 

 
Interested persons desiring to present their views on the applications, either in writing or verbally, will be 

given the opportunity to be heard during the above-mentioned hearing. Said hearing may be continued 

from time to time as necessary. If the Planning Commission is unable to meet at the date and time stated 

above, this application will be considered at a future meeting with no further notice provided except for 

the general notice provided to the public. 

 

The Petersburg Municipal Code (PMC) provides for an appeal of a Planning Commission decision to the 

Borough Assembly by the property owner or a governmental agency, or any property owner within 600’ 

of the applicant property and requires that such an appeal be filed within 10 consecutive calendar days of 

the date the decision is made. For more information regarding appeal requirements, please see PMC 

Chapter 19.92. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Liz Cabrera,  

Community & Economic Development Department 

The public hearing and 

consideration of the 

application will be held: 

 

Tuesday, September 12th 2023, at 12:00 PM 

Assembly Chambers, Municipal Building 

12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska. 

The meeting is open to the public.  

To attend via ZOOM, please contact Anna Caulum at 907-772-5409. 

TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

By Mail:  PO Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

By Email: acaulum@petersburgak.gov 

Hand-Deliver: Petersburg Municipal Building, 12 S. Nordic Dr.  

ATTACHMENT C
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Name1 Name2 

CHRIST FRY   

HEATHER O'NEIL   

SALLY DWYER   

JIM FLOYD   

JOHN JENSEN   

PHIL MEEKS   

MARIETTA DAVIS   

SKYLARK PARK LLC   

AGNER JESSE A AGNER MARGARET 

H 

ALASKA STATE OF 
 

AMANECER 

ELIZABETH 

 

ARMIN NORMAN ARMIN MERRY 

BERTAGNOLI JOE 
 

BOJORQUEZ FELIX 

RICARDO 

 

BRADFORD AARON BRADFORD JANET 

BRAUN RICK G BRAUN SUE A 

CANGIALOSI 

SALVATORE A 

 

CARNES SHANE PHILLIPS DEANNA 

CHITTENDEN 

TIMOTHY R 

 

CISNEY JOE ALLEN CISNEY JENNIFER 

MAE 

CLARK KEVIN J 
 

COLLINS KEVIN BRUSELL PRISCILLA 

CONN JOSHUA H CONN HEATHER 

CONNOR WILLIAM 

H JR 

 

COTTA CARISSA R 
 

CUMMINGS ROBIN CUMMINGS JOYCE 

CURTIS DYLAN 
 

DAVIS KELLY 
 

EGEN KADDY 
 

ELLIS MARY ANNE 
 

ENGELL JAMES B ENGELL JILL E 

ENRIQUEZ JORGE A ENRIQUEZ MINDY J 

FALTER TERRY FALTER TERRI 

FRANKLIN CLAYTON 

S 

 

FRANKLIN KYLE O FRANKLIN VIKKI 

FRIEND REX FRIEND CHERI 

GARD TIMOTHY GARD LISA 

GOOD 

INVESTMENTS LLC 

 

GRANBERG LOREEN 
 

GRANT CASSANDRA 
 

GRISS SEAN J GRISS KRISTA A 

HALL KIMBERLY 

REBECCA 

 

HAMMER KACEY 
 

HANAHAN INDIGO L HANAHAN 

WILLIAM R 

HASBROUCK MIKA 

JERE 

 

HERMOSA 

HOLDINGS LLC 
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HESS COURTNEY N HESS REX 

HOLMGRAIN 

RANDAL E 

HOLMGRAIN 

SARAH 

JONES KENNETH 

JOHN LORGEN 

MARIE H 

THE LORGEN-

JONES LIVING 

TRUST 

KATASSE IRVING 
 

KLUDT-PAINTER 

JONATHAN T 

KLUDT-PAINTER 

ERICA L 

LENZ TORE 
 

LOPEZ-MENDOZA 

JOEL 

 

LUHR JASON LUHR STACY 

LYNN CYNTHIA E 
 

LYONS HEIDI 

PERSCHON LIV 

ONEIL HEATHER 

LYONS JACK C LYONS HEIDI 

M&K SCHWARTZ AK 

TRUST 

 

MARSH KIRT MARSH DONNA 

MATTINGLY DARBY MATTINGLY 

NICHOLE 

MCCAY ASHON MCCAY NATALIE 

MORAN TONY 
 

MORRIS CHRISTINA 
 

MURDOCK WILLIAM 

CHARLES 

MURDOCK EILEEN 

ROSE 

NEIDIFFER JUSTIN 
 

NELSON JOSEPH T NELSON KAREN G 

NEWMAN LUCAS NEWMAN TANGI 

NEWMAN SCOTT D NEWMAN CYNTHIA 

NUSSBAUMER 

DONA M 

NUSSBAUMER 

ALVIN 

ONEIL DENNIS ONEIL HEATHER 

OREAR LARRY OREAR KATHY 

O'SOUP DERRICK G O'SOUP KELLY N 

PERSCHON LIV M 
 

PETERSBURG BIBLE 

CHURCH 

 

PETERSON 

RAYMOND G 

PETERSON 

ELIZABETH K 

PHILLIPS AARON L 
 

PHILLIPS JEANETTE 
 

PLEW EVA R SALOMONE PAUL 

POOLE JEFFREY 
 

RADFORD GENESIS 

& MARTINEZ-

MACIAS 

ALBERTO 

GREGORIO 

ROSVOLD ANDERS O 
 

ROUNDTREE DEAN 

& ELENA 

ROUNDTREE ARIEL 

M 

ROUNDTREE JESSE 
 

SAKAMOTO DIANNA QUEZON ALVIN 

SANDHOFER 

THEODORE F 

SANDHOFER 

MARSHA L 

SCHWARTZ JAMES SCHWARTZ LESLIE 

SKEEK GEORGE 
 

SLAVEN JACOB 
 

STROMDAHL JAMES STROMDAHL MARY 

TANGATAILOA 

STACIE 

 

THE MILL INC 
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THOMASSEN SCOTT RRT TRUST / 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

TRUST 

TIDWELL JARED 
 

TRIDENT SEAFOODS 

CORPORATION 

 

VICK THERESA VICK DAN 

VOLK ROBERT D VOLK ANNE 

WALLEN LISA J 
 

WOOD GEORGE WOOD SUSAN 

WORHATCH ERICA 
 

YOUNG ELROY L & 

ALICE H 

 

REGULA RANDY R & 

REBECCA A 

 

ZAIC NANCY L HUSE DONALD 
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Page 35    Petersburg Borough Comprehensive Plan Update – February 2016 

Use Category Intended Uses 
Zoning “Menu” – zones to be 

applied within any specific general 
land use category 

- On public land: no/minimal development  private land 
Downtown Historic Compact, walkable, diverse; controls on building form 

and appearance to maintain historic character; little or 
no onsite parking 

C-3 Commercial 3 with modifications 
to maintain historic character 

Downtown 
Commercial 

Commercial, higher density residential, - compact, 
walkable, diverse; minimal onsite parking, most parking 
needs met through well-managed public parking, on and 
off street 

C-1 Commercial 1 with modifications 
to reduce on-site parking 
requirements 

Commercial Outside 
of Downtown 

Commercial outside of downtown, including larger 
floorplate uses; in contrast to downtown, these are 
generally uses requiring substantial on-site parking to 
meet needs of customers who arrive by automobile 

C-2 Commercial 2 

Medium and Higher 
Density Residential  

Higher density residential, including attached and 
detached homes; option for accessory dwelling units, for 
home-based occupations 

SF 1  Single Family 1, (SF 2 - Single 
Family 2 modified or eliminated), MF 
- Multi-Family, SFMH - Single Family 
Mobile Home, MHP - Mobile Home 
Park 

Lower Density 
Residential 

Single family or duplex residential, option for accessory 
dwelling units and home-based businesses, (1-4 
dwellings units per acre (DUA) is most common; but 
allow option for densities up to 6-8 DUA) 

RR  Rural Residential; Single Family 
Mobile Home? (add option for up to 
6-8 DUA with admin site plan 
review)  

Public Facilities Site-specific, developed public use facilities, including 
developed recreation facilities 

P-1  Public use 

Industrial Range of industrial activities; primarily uses that tend to 
have impacts on surrounding non-industrial uses, such 
as noise, smells, bright lights, truck traffic, low visual 
quality, safety concerns 

I  Industrial 

Open 
Space/Recreation 

Land in natural state, allowing for dispersed recreation. 
Open space is preferred near term use, in part to 
concentrate development in currently developed areas. 
This designation may be changed in the future to allow 
for development if/when local economy/population 
grows. 

OS  Open Space - recreation, 
modified to emphasize conservation, 
generally for public lands, option to 
be dedicated for mitigation lands 

Development 
Reserve 

Areas with limited current access, and limited near term 
development pressures. Decision on future uses to 
respond to market opportunities, community and 
environmental standards  

No current corresponding zoning 
category  

Dispersed 
Recreation/Resource 
Development 

The general category for public land managed by USFS 
or DNR; multi-use management including timber 
harvests, recreation, mineral development (same outside 
SA1) 

No currently corresponding zoning 
category 
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Page 90    Petersburg Borough Comprehensive Plan Update – February 2016 

Tiny houses and “cottage homes” 
offer alternatives to traditional 
single family housing. Instead of a 
lot with a single home, the lot can 
be used for multiple detached 
homes on land held in common 
with landscaping for privacy. 
Image from tinyhouseblog.com 

CHAPTER 6: HOUSING 

Overarching Goal: Expand the range, affordability and quality of housing in the 
community while maintaining attractive, livable residential neighborhoods. 

GOALS + STRATEGIES 

1. Goal: Housing Supply. Increase availability of affordable, quality housing, particularly “starter 
homes” and rentals, while avoiding overdeveloping housing for a stable or declining population.  

a. Renovate and rehabilitate existing housing stock. Potential actions: 
- Provide direct links to private and public sector partners that can work with 

residents to estimate cost and identify funding options for home upgrades and 
improvements. 

- The Borough should condemn unhealthy, dilapidated housing and either 
rehabilitate or replace such structures, preferably with higher density, more 
affordable homes. 

b. Increase infill in already developed areas. Potential actions: 
- Encourage higher density, less expensive 

housing options such as duplexes, four-plexes, 
apartments, “mother-in-law,” or “tiny houses” 
where appropriate. These units could be used 
for vacation residences, low-impact living, 
lower income housing and singles housing 
options. 

- Develop appropriate zoning and building 
standards to allow for “tiny house” dwelling, 
including multiple-dwellings on a single lot. 

- Encourage re-development of older low-
density single homes into higher-density 
housing.  

- See Chapter 3: Land Use + Environment for 
specific land use strategies to encourage infill. 

c. Reserve land adjacent to existing infrastructure to allow 
for increased supply in new areas, as needed. Potential actions: 

- Expand the concentrated residential downtown core of Petersburg.  
- Add two more streets with utilities to Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing Authority 

(THRHA) subdivision. Build on sites with appealing views. 
- Identify locations along Mitkof Highway for housing. 
- Encourage small housing developments with shared green spaces, maintenance 

and parking. 
- Adjust land use restrictions to allow for smaller lots. 
- Open up portions of land the airport access road focusing on areas closer to 

town for new housing development. 
- Where the land is physically suited, consider building housing on the large platted 

Borough-owned subdivision north of the ballfields. 

ATTACHMENT E

43

Item 14A.



Page 91    Petersburg Borough Comprehensive Plan Update – February 2016 

- See Chapter 3: Land Use + Environment and land use plan map for land use 
designations for new housing. 

 
2. Goal: Partnerships. Work in partnership with neighboring land owners, agencies, and 

nonprofits to share resources and reduce costs to identify and develop housing.  
a. Conduct a comprehensive housing needs assessment. 
b. Explore options for the Borough to play a role in reducing time and cost for 

development. Potential actions: 
- Infrastructure. Expand road, water and sewer systems. Assist with coordinating 

extension of power.  
- Permitting. Work with the Army Corps of Engineers to make the permitting 

process for new construction and development on existing private property 
easier (see Goal 1 in Land Use chapter). 

- Continue to offer a one-stop “concierge” for permits for desired uses.  
- Land. Expand areas open to housing, including land selections, and residential 

areas outside of town. 
- Funding. Waive fees till occupancy.  
- Host a fair for sharing innovative technologies such as renewable energy options 

and composting that could help interested residents and developers explore new 
opportunities for home construction both on and off the grid. 

c. Work in partnership with THRHA, taking advantage of the Regional Housing 
Authority’s ability to leverage a mix of private and public funding sources.  

d. Expand partnerships to offer subsidized housing to lower income households. 
e. Encourage development of one-room studio condos for less than $100,000. 
f. Work with partners to offer rent-to-own housing and sweat equity options to make it 

easier for people to purchase homes. 
 

3. Goal: Seasonal Housing. Ensure populations that are seasonal or transitional are living in 
housing that best meets their needs.  

a. Develop land use policies that allow for appropriate and accessible seasonal housing for 
fishing workforce. Potential actions: 

- See land use plan map related to designating certain waterfront properties for 
workforce housing. 

- Learn more about the availability and use of vacation rentals in the Borough and 
examine the potential impact on the overall housing market. 

b. Develop land use policies and Borough processes that facilitate, enhance and market 
Petersburg as a place for second homes. Potential actions: 

- Encourage development where there are appealing views. 
- See land use plan map for specific areas that have good views and access to existing 

infrastructure. 
 
4. Goal: Senior Housing. Expand senior housing options across all levels of care. 

a. Ensure adequate support services at lower levels of in-home care. Potential actions: 
-  See Chapter 5 Public Facilities + Services for specific strategies related to supporting 

seniors to live safely in their own homes. This will prevent need to build as much 
housing for higher levels of care. 

b. Promote development of additional elderly independent living housing. Potential actions: 
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Page 92    Petersburg Borough Comprehensive Plan Update – February 2016 Seasonal Workforce Housing 

- Identify possible sites including near 
Mountain View Manor, the Petersburg 
Medical Center or the ball fields.  

- Partner with non-profit developers 
whereby the Borough and/or other 
partners, such as the Alaskan Mental 
Health Trust Authority, provides the 
land for a senior housing project. 

c. Explore new housing models for seniors who need low level supports. Potential actions: 
- Partner with regional Aging and Disability Resource center to pilot shared 

housing; for example, the Golden Girls Network.  
- Explore King Cove model of four independent housing units with one caregiver 

unit.  
d. Explore options for a memory-care assisted living wing addition to Mountain View 

Manor. Potential actions: 
- Conduct a senior needs assessment to determine future demand for higher levels 

of care in Petersburg. 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

This chapter outlines the current housing profile of Petersburg Borough and identifies where there 
is need for additional housing in the future. The chapter begins with an overview of housing supply, 
quality and affordability. Next, the factors that affect the supply are considered; these factors include 
land supply, seasonal housing and the need for senior housing. The chapter concludes with a simple 
quantitative housing needs assessment that sets the stage for future analysis.  

RATIONALE 

While providing housing might not be the first priority of a borough government, there are public 
benefits to having an adequate supply of housing for its population. A diversity of housing options 
of different sizes and prices ensure that people who come to the Borough to work and live will have 
a place they are willing and able to pay for. Without housing for workforce, it is more difficult for 
new economic sectors to develop. 
Additionally, poor housing quality 
has negative impacts on the health 
and wellness of the community, 
including young children. It also 
makes those homes undesirable and 
unsellable, which makes them poor 
investment choices for first time 
home buyers. While Petersburg 
Borough does not need to construct 

“Housing and childcare is seriously 
short for folks. And this is not a need 
for me, but I see and hear about this 

often.” 
– Community survey participant 
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Sept. 5, 2023 
 
Dear Planning Commission: 
 
I am writing in opposition to the commission approving the rezoning request from Amber 
Burrell, Skylark Park, LLC. 
 
The parcel in question has long been zoned public use, and more than could ever be adequately 
described, has been widely used as such from firsthand observation for almost 30 years. 
 
After having lived for almost 6 years at Lot #11 in Magill’s Trailer Court, as it was known for 
decades, my husband and I purchased our property at 710 Vesta Street 30 years ago and 
proceeded to build our home in which we have lived for 27+ years. The land between Vesta 
Street and Magills was vacant and had been zoned as public use for decades. We anticipated 
from the start that it would remain so.  We’ve raised our children here, utilized the open spaces 
behind and to the south of our home in this muskeg as a playground for exploration, frog and 
newt hunting, cross country skiing, sledding, ice skating, and so many other activities that have 
enriched our lives.  To think that a major portion of this open space will be rezoned into single 
family mobile home/manufactured homes for future development makes my stomach churn.  
 
I’ve been able to watch from my kitchen window many children and adults alike enjoy this 
space as well.  
 
Many of our neighbors along Vesta Street and in Severson Subdivision have long shown pride of 
ownership in maintaining their homes and yards.  Mobile home parks in Petersburg and even 
across the country often are not places of cleanliness and beauty.  Crime is much more 
prevalent and frequently, they are not well kept.  These factors will affect negatively the 
neighbors in Severson Subdivision and will also negatively affect property values. The “green 
belt” noted in the petition is also public use, but would not make up for the presence of an 
expanded trailer/manufactured home development. 
 
Several years ago, Pat Magill petitioned the Commission for exactly the same thing: a rezoning 
so she could expand the trailer court.  That request was denied.  I urge the commission to 
likewise deny this one as well. 
 
Opening residential lots close to town (ok, it’s a mile or so away) could be beneficial, but to take 
prime public use land and pack it full of mobile/manufactured homes would be a huge loss for 
the neighborhood that has been long established as well as the many people who utilize this 
ground for all sorts of activities throughout the year. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely,  
Kirt, Donna and Evan Marsh 
 

ATTACHMENT F
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From: Mika hasbrouck
To: Anna Caulum
Subject: Attn: Planning Commission
Date: Monday, September 11, 2023 10:55:44 AM

Dear Petersburg Planning Commission,

As you address the applications submitted to address our town's significant need for
affordable housing, I offer some concerns and some suggestions to consider.  

Firstly, I applaud the forward-thinking of Amber and Sig Burrell for their feasible and
ingenious ideas. This is community in action.  

Along with their concept, or maybe beyond it…there are some important details that
need to be addressed in order to proceed with viability of this plan and any others that
follow. The Planning Commission and the Assembly have a role in this. 

The current Single Family Mobile Home Ordinance (19:28) has not been updated since
1985. That alone needs a careful review and revision because both the economy and the
needs of our community have changed greatly in those 38 years, along with building
standards, codes, and requirements. The current ordinance is now outdated and needs to
be updated, revised, and discussed.

There are critical additions that now need to be made to ensure affordable, efficient, and
quality housing for homebuyers within the type of residential zoning currently proposed.
The existing 1985 Single Family Mobile Home Ordinance (19:28) as it reads is not ideal
for lasting progress or for this application.

For example, there is no provision to ensure newly built, modern and efficient
manufactured homes that are of lasting value for home buyers, are required when
creating a residence or residential area zoned as Single Family Mobile Homes. While the
proposal by the Burrell’s might meet that criteria, nothing in the Ordinance requires it.
That could create problems downline. 

More specifically, as related to the Ordinance:

There is no provision to ensure the integrity or value of adjacent Single Family
Residential areas i.e. a buffer, green belt or set back separating the two. As SFR is
zoned under different requirements, lots are typically larger, home specifications
are different, and the financial investment of the home owner is greater. 
Consideration also needs to be given to adjacent businesses and commercially
zoned properties in the immediate area as their uses within their zoning may not be
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suitable for dense residential population nearby.
Population density in a specific area needs to have serious consideration given,
including to development already there and how the surrounding undeveloped
properties are zoned.

From these points alone, there needs to be a serious look as this specific
application(s). The application for proposed development is on land that is surrounded
by an over-flowing apartment complex, a mobile home park, a large and long established
Single Family Residential zoned neighborhood, with various homes, businesses and
other structures scattered in between.  

Also,  there is a new road planned in the application. What type of development will this
road access beyond this initial project?Is the type of traffic accessing that development
appropriate for a densely populated residential neighborhood?  Will there be more than
one access road to mitigate traffic and/or heavy equipment operation? In any case, the
road is only one reason why buffers for traffic and home density need to be specified and
added to a revised and updated ordinance to ensure the quality and value of new and
established homes within and adjacent to the proposed development.  

I realize there is more than one application that will be addressed. However, they go
hand in hand, the first being for property the Burrell’s already own, and the subsequent
application to purchase and develop under this zoning ordinance.  Please take into
consideration that there may need to be more than one code as the circumstances of the
applications are different yet both would be physically connected and have a substantial
impact on their adjacent surroundings. 

We are all very well aware of the economic challenges we have and that we are facing as
individuals, a community, state, and nation. As affordable housing is addressed in the
light of new proposals, its imperative that the Borough Assembly and the Planning
Commission play catch up and make changes that are positively impactful to current and
future home, business and property owners.  

I respectfully request that we work together in a timely manner to update this ordinance
in order to proceed with genuine and lasting progress. 

Respectfully,

Mika Hasbrouck
1101 Odin Street
Petersburg, Ak 99833
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From: Ambre Burrell
To: Anna Caulum
Cc: nwwood@mac.com; fvrogue@gci.net; Sally Dwyer; jim@hammerandwikan.com; i.fishjensen@gmail.com;

jensenboat@gmail.com; psmeeks@aptalaska.net; mariettajoanne12@gmail.com; Liz Cabrera; Ray Wesebaum
Subject: Re: Planning Commission Meeting Packet 9.12.2023
Date: Monday, September 11, 2023 12:45:05 PM
Attachments: Housing availability impact on business in SE Alaska.png

Hi Everyone,

I would like to submit the following information for your review prior to tomorrows meeting. 
In light of the housing crisis we find ourselves in, I feel it isn't necessary to overwhelm you
with letters and emails from the numerous people reaching out to me on a daily basis to be put
on the list for homes and lots based off one comment on a facebook post...  If you feel this is
necessary to the process I will bring those tomorrow.

https://www.kfsk.org/2023/08/17/survey-shows-petersburg-needs-300-houses-in-the-next-
decade/

https://www.kfsk.org/2022/09/01/housing-is-getting-harder-to-find-in-petersburg/

Best,

Ambre Burrell
Rock-N-Road Construction, Inc
P. 907.772.3308 
F. 907.772.2268 
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On Thu, Sep 7, 2023 at 11:19 AM Anna Caulum <acaulum@petersburgak.gov> wrote:

Hello Planning Commission Members,

 The Planning Commission meeting packet has been published for the September 12, 2023,
meeting. You can click on the link below to be directed to packet.

 Paper copies are available for pickup from the front desk at the Municipal Building
(Finance Office).

 MEET-Packet-1446c03ee4a442ec86090f947a0405b6.pdf (usgovcloudapi.net)

Planning Commission Regular Meeting 09/12/2023 12:00 PM | Petersburg, AK
(municode.com)

 

 

 

Thank you ,

 

Anna Caulum

Finance Clerk II

Property Tax Clerk

Community Development Admin Assistance

Finance Department, Petersburg Borough

(907) 772-5409

Fax 907-772-3759
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION #2023-13A 

 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH MANAGER TO APPLY TO 
THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONSERVATION, FOR A LOAN FROM THE ALASKA CLEAN WATER FUND 
FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE PUMP STATION 4 FORCE 

MAIN PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough seeks to obtain the necessary financial 

assistance to design and construct the Pump Station 4 Force Main project; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Pump Station 4 Force Main project would include the following work:  

Installation of a new wetwell and three submersible pumps, valve vault, electrical control room 

addition onto the existing generator structure, installation of 750 linear feet of 12” diameter 

force main and installation of 500 linear feet of 18” diameter gravity main; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation is able 

to offer funding through the Alaska Clean Water Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project currently is included on an Alaska Clean Water Fund project 

priority list for the current fiscal year; and  

 

WHEREAS, the project received loan funds from the Alaska Clean Water Fund in the 

amount of $360,000 of which the debt was authorized by Proposition #2 at the 1996 local 

election; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to apply for a loan increase from the Alaska Clean 

Water Fund in the amount of $2,977,177 to assist in funding and completion of the Pump 

Station 4 Upgrade project; for a total loan amount of up to $3,337,177; and 

 

WHEREAS, the loan would be repaid over no more than a 20-year term, with a finance 

rate calculated pursuant to 18 AAC 76.080; and 

 

WHEREAS, Petersburg voters approved new debt service up to $8 million for water and 

wastewater projects by approving Proposition #1 at the 2019 local election; and  

 

WHEREAS, ADEC has pledged loan forgiveness of $500,000 for this loan; and 

 

WHEREAS, On October 9, 2023, the Assembly approved Resolution #2023-13.  This 

Resolution #2023-13A is intended to replace Resolution #2023-13. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Assembly for the Petersburg Borough 

hereby authorizes the Borough Manager to apply to the State Department of 

Environmental Conservation for a loan increase in an amount up to $2,977,177 from the 

Alaska Clean Water Fund for the Pump Station 4 Force Main project, for a total loan 

amount of $3,337,177.  

 

Upon approval of said loan increase, the Borough Manager is further authorized to 

execute the necessary loan documents relating to said increase, which will become a 

binding obligation in accordance with their terms when signed by both parties. The 60
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Manager is authorized to represent the Borough in carrying out the Borough’s 

responsibilities under the loan agreement.  The Manager is authorized to delegate 

responsibility to appropriate Borough staff to carry out technical, financial and 

administrative activities associated with this loan, in accordance with the terms of Borough 

Charter and Code.   

 

 
Passed and Approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on November 6, 2023. 

 
 
        
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Mark Jensen, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 

__________________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION #2023-14 

 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SOUTHEAST ALASKA POWER AGENCY’S 

SOUTHEAST ALASKA GRID RESILIENCY PROJECT INCLUDING INSTALLATION 
OF A THIRD TURBINE AND GENERATOR AT THE TYEE HYDROELECTRIC 

FACILITY 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough is a member of the Southeast Alaska Power Agency 

(SEAPA), a Joint Action Agency organized pursuant to Alaska Statute AS 42.45.300 for the 
purpose of providing power to the communities of Petersburg, Wrangell, and Ketchikan; and 
 

WHEREAS, SEAPA owns the Tyee Lake Hydroelectric Facility and Swan Lake 
Hydroelectric Projects in Southeast Alaska, which provide renewable hydroelectric power to 
Petersburg, Ketchikan, and Wrangell; and 
 

WHEREAS, the original Tyee Project design engineer, IECO, evaluated whether a dam 
and three turbines should be part of the original design for the Project.  While no dam was 
constructed, the Project does include space for a third turbine unit, but it was not purchased at 
the time as electric demand at the time of construction did not support these features; and 
 

WHEREAS, a load study performed in 2023, conducted by SEAPA's consultant, RESPEC, 
has forecasted that peak loads will increase by 2.52% per year, and such growth will exceed 
SEAPA’s peak generating capacity; and   
 

WHEREAS, SEAPA recognizes that installing a third turbine and generator at Tyee (the 
“Project Proposal”) would supplement existing hydro resources that provide power and energy to 
the communities of Petersburg, Ketchikan, and Wrangell; and 
 

WHEREAS, the SEAPA also recognizes that additional interties may be built to serve 
communities, including Kake and Metlakatla, and additional generation resources may also be 
required to serve those loads; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Project Proposal would benefit the entire region.  It would have 
capabilities allowing it to provide voltage support and frequency security through additional 
spinning inertia. Peak generation capabilities are estimated to increase 25% on the SEAPA 
system. Voltage support would increase allowing for efficiency gains on existing units, and 
ancillary systems would be installed to support the third turbine; and 
 

WHEREAS, Petersburg Borough Assembly recognizes the benefit of installing a third 
turbine at the Tyee Lake Hydroelectric Facility for electrical grid resiliency and assist with peak 
winter loads; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Assembly recognizes that additional renewable resources will 
be needed in the future to meet loads in Petersburg, Wrangell, and Ketchikan. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Petersburg Borough Assembly: 
 

1) Supports the SEAPA in its efforts to obtain all necessary approvals to install and 
operate a third turbine at the Tyee Hydroelectric Facility; and 

 
2) Supports the SEAPA Board of Directors’ efforts to secure funding for the planning 

and construction of a third turbine at the Tyee Hydroelectric Facility. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on November 6, 

2023. 
 

 

 

______________________________ 
        Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION #2023-15 

 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF RAISING THE MAXIMUM AVAILABLE ALASKA DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION HARBOR FACILITY GRANT TO $7,500,000 FOR ELIGIBLE PROJECTS 

ON AN ANNUAL BASIS 

 
WHEREAS, Senate Bill 291 established the Municipal Harbor Facility Grant Program on July 1, 2006, 

in which the total amount of grant money made available to a municipality was limited to not exceed $5,000,000 
in a fiscal year; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Harbor Facility Grant is the single most significant funding tool available 
to Alaskan Harbormasters to plan, maintain, and recapitalize port and harbor infrastructure; and 
 

WHEREAS, testimony from a legislator advocate stated “SB 291 would establish the municipal 
harbor facility grant fund to which the Legislature would make an annual appropriation from the watercraft 
fuel tax account and from the state portion of the fisheries business tax. Both sources come from the 
marine industry so harbor users would generate the revenue for the program”; and 
 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 291 was envisioned to cap the funds that can be used per community per 
year at $5,000,000 so that a large community could not take all the available funds in any given year. The 
expectation is that communities would establish, maintain, and run an enterprise fund in perpetuity; and 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska over the past nearly 30 years has transferred ownership of most of 
these State-owned harbors, many of which were at or near the end of their service life at the time of 
transfer, to local municipalities; and 
 

WHEREAS, these harbor facilities continue to require substantial municipal financial investment to 
maintain and for capital improvement projects; and 
 

WHEREAS, construction, shipping, and mobilization costs to remote portions of Alaska have 
outpaced the national consumer price index since the pandemic; and 
 

WHEREAS, the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI calculator indicates that $5,000,000 
in July 2006 when the Senate Bill 291 was enacted would be inflated to 
$7,511,000 as of July 2023. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly that the Petersburg Borough 
urges the Governor and the Alaska Legislature to amend AS 29.60.800 raising the maximum Harbor Facility 
Grant Fund award to $7,500,000 per eligible project. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on November 6, 2023. 

 

 

 

______________________________ 
          Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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Planning Commission Report & Finding of Fact 
Commission Meeting Date: October 10, 2023 

APPLICANT/AGENT:    OWNER(S), IF DIFFERENT: 
Skylark Park LLC    Petersburg Borough 
   
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT AREA: 
Lots 2, 3, 5, 5A, and 6, Skylark II 
Subdivision, and Government Lot 21, 
Section 33, T58S, R79E 

 Odin St. Lots – approx. 1.9 acres 
Lot 21 – 5 acres 

   
LOCATION: 
See attached maps 

 SURROUNDING ZONING (ODIN ST 
PARCELS): 

   North:  SFR/COMMERCIAL-1 
  South:  SFR/PUBLIC USE 
ZONING:   East:  SFR 
Odin St: Single-Family (SFR) 
Lot 21 - Open-Space Recreational (OSR) 

 West:   SFR 

  SURROUNDING ZONING (Lot 21): 
PID: 01-010-752, 01-010-247, 01-010-
245, 01-010-764, 01-010-766, 01-010-
430 
 

 North: PUBLIC USE 
South: OSR 
East: UNZONED 
West: MOBILE HOME PARK 

APPLICATION SUBMISSION DATE:    
August 2, 2023   

 

COMMISSION MOTION: Recommend to the Borough Assembly that Lots 2, 3, 5, 5A, and 6, Skylark II 

Subdivision, be approved for sale, and that Government Lot 21, Section 33, T58S, R79E be approved 

for sale on the condition it is rezoned from Open Space – Recreation to Single-Family Mobile Home. 

Motion Passes, 4 yea, 0 nay 

I. APPLICANT REQUEST: The applicant has requested to purchase 6 borough-owned parcels for 

replat/subdivision for residential development. 

II. APPLICABLE CODE: 

16.12 ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF BOROUGH PROPERTY 

III. FINDINGS: 

a. Skylark Park LLC applied to purchase borough property on the condition the property is rezoned to 

Single Family Mobile Home.  

b. The subject property is composed of 6 parcels of borough-owned vacant land. 

c. Five lots are zoned Single-Family Residential (SF) and range in size from 14,000-20,000 sf. One 

parcel is five-acres and zoned Open-Space Recreation (OSR).  

d. The immediate surrounding area is undeveloped but there are two well established neighborhoods 

surrounding the parcels. The applicant recently submitted a request to rezone an adjacent lot from 

Public Use to SFMH. The commission recommended the Assembly approve the request. 

e. The applicant’s intent is to pursue purchase of the parcels to develop a 10+ acre major subdivision 

with roads and utilities. The parcels would be subdivided into 75’x100’ lots and sold. The applicant 

65

Item 15D.



Planning Commission Report & Finding of Fact 
Commission Meeting Date: October 10, 2023 

would also work with property owners who may wish to purchase a manufactured home for their 

lot. 

f. Per code, "Mobile home" means a manufactured coach, mobile home, trailer, house, car or other 

vehicle or structure designed, intended or capable of human dwelling or sleeping purposes, 

mounted upon wheels or supports which is capable of being moved by its owner or transported by 

another vehicle, and containing water supply, waste disposal and electrical conveniences. 

g. “Manufactured homes”, while not defined in municipal code, is generally defined as a transportable, 

factory-built dwelling unit constructed after June 15, 1976, in conformance with the federal 

Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards, as evidenced by an affixed certification 

label in accordance with 24 CFR 3280.11.  

h. The application was reviewed by relevant borough departments and determined there was no public 

purpose need for the subject property.  

IV. PUBLIC NOTICE 

The borough provided public notice of the hearing. Notice was mailed by first class mail to the owner of 

record of the property within six hundred feet of the exterior boundary of the property that is the 

subject of the application. 

V. APPLICATION REVIEW 

a. The application is classified as a request to purchase borough property. 

b. Criteria –  

Per 16.12.050, no borough property in Service Area 1 may be disposed of unless it has been zoned by 

the borough. As noted in Section III, Findings, the subject property is zoned.  

Per 16.12.080 (A), the Planning Commission may require an applicant to state the nature, extent, size 

and general specifications of improvements the applicant intends to construct upon the real property 

and the time when the improvements will be completed. 

VI. ACTION. Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning Commission makes the 

following report to the Borough Assembly: 

1. The commission’s recommendation to rezone is based on the development plans provided by the 

applicant to develop a major subdivision, install improvements, and sell lots. The applicant is also 

offering to assist property owners with purchase and installation of new manufactured homes on 

individual lots.  

2. The borough has a very broad definition of “mobile homes” that could be legally placed within this 

proposed development. The borough should work with the developer to include language in the 

deed of sale and/or record a covenant for the subdivision that limits the type of dwellings to one- or 

two-family dwellings, manufactured homes as defined above, and limits the age of manufactured 

home that may be placed in the subdivision. 

EXHIBITS 

A. Minutes from Commission Meeting 
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Commission Meeting Date: October 10, 2023 

B. Applicant materials  

C. Vicinity & Detail Maps 

D. Public Hearing Mailout 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, October 10, 2023 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call to Order 

Commission Chair Chris Fry called the meeting to order at 12:00pm. 
2. Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Commission Chair Chris Fry 
Commission Vice-Chair Heather O'Neil 
Commissioner Marietta Davis 
Commissioner Phillip Meeks 
 
ABSENT 
Commission Secretary Sally Dwyer 
Commissioner Jim Floyd 
Commissioner John Jensen 
 

3. Election of Officers 

 Election of officers 

Marietta nominated Sally Dwyer to keep her seat as Commission Secretary, seconded by 
Phillip. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 

Heather nominated Chris Fry to keep his seat as Commission Chair, seconded by Phillip. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 

Marietta nominated John Jensen to Vice-Chair, seconded by Heather. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 

 

Exhibit A
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4. Acceptance of Agenda 

Vicki Sokol asked for an amendment to the order of the public hearing items, to hear the 
Sokol application before Skylark rezone and purchase.  

Commission Chair Chris Fry moved item D to be heard after item A.  

Motion made by Commissioner Davis, Seconded by Commissioner O'Neil. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 

5. Approval of Minutes 

The September 12, 2023, meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Seconded by Commissioner Davis. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 
 

6. Public Comments 

None 

7. Consent Calendar 

None 

8. Public Hearing Items 

A. Consideration of a conditional use permit application from Ben & Marcie Hinde for a 
home occupation at 507 Fram ST (PID: 01-006-224). 

Motion made by Commissioner Davis, Seconded by Commissioner O'Neil. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 

B. Consideration of an application from Vicki Sokol for a variance from the side yard 
setback requirement to allow for construction of an addition 5’ from the property line at 
100 N 3rd St (PID: 01-007-375) 

Motion made by Commissioner O'Neil, Seconded by Commissioner Davis. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 

C. Initiation and recommendation to the Borough Assembly for a rezone of 5 lots from 
Single-Family Residential to Single-Family Mobile Home and 1 parcel from Open-
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Space Recreation to Single-Family Mobile Home located at 1104, 1105, and 1107 
Odin St, Lots 3 and 5, Skylark II Subdivision, and Government Lot 21, Section 33, 
T58S, R79E (PID: 01-010-752, 01-010-247, 01-010-245, 01-010-764, 01-010-766, 01-
010-430) 

 Kathryn Schnider spoke on her own behalf concerned about zoning definitions.  

 Mika Hasbrouck spoke on her own behalf concerned about the proposal and lack of a 
clear plan. 

 Joe Bertagnoli spoke on his own behalf giving concerns and asking for more clarity on 
the plan and where the road would go.  

 Ambre Burrell spoke on her own behalf explaining that platting and road plans will 
happen but not until the rezoning has passed. Until they get in there with a machine 
it’s hard to tell where exactly the road will be. The purpose of this rezone is to provide 
affordable housing for families not to have another trailer park.  

 Sig Burrell spoke on his own behalf explaining in more depth where the road would go. 
Spoke his concerns of zoning and said he would like to see a manufactured home 
zoning added to the code. The intent of this rezone is to provide good, affordable 
housing for younger people to be able to move into.  

Motion made by Commissioner Davis to amend the proposal to recommend to the 
Borough Assembly that lot 3 of Skylark II Subdivision and GL 21 Section 33, T58S, 
R79E will be rezoned to Single-Family Mobile Home along with the findings and as 
presented. Seconded by Commissioner Meeks 

Discussion 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Meeks 

Voting Nay: Commissioner O'Neil 

D. Recommendation to the Borough Assembly on a request from Skylark Park LLC to 
purchase borough-owned property at 1104, 1105, and 1107 Odin St, Lots 3 and 5, 
Skylark II Subdivision, and Government Lot 21, Section 33, T58S, R79E (PID: 01-010-
752, 01-010-247, 01-010-245, 01-010-764, 01-010-766, 01-010-430 

 Motion made by Commissioner Davis, Seconded by Commissioner Meeks 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commissioner Davis, Commissioner Meeks, 
Commissioner O'Neil 

9. Non-Agenda Items 

A. Commissioner Comments 

 Commissioner O’Neil said she voted the way she did because she heard from people 
that wanted more clarity and more understanding. 
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Commission Chair Fry said he appreciates all who came and commented. 

B. Staff Comments 

  Community Development Director Liz Cabrera thanked everyone for their patience. 

C. The next Meeting is November 14, 2023, at 12:00pm. 

10. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 1:16pm. 

Motion made by Commissioner Davis, Seconded by Commissioner Meeks. 

Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Vice-Chair O'Neil, Commissioner Davis, 
Commissioner Meeks 
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Name1 Name2 Address1 City State Zip
CHRIST FRY PO BOX 1440 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1440
HEATHER O'NEIL PO BOX 1083 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1083
SALLY DWYER PO BOX 1788 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1788
JIM FLOYD PO BOX 281 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0281
JOHN JENSEN PO BOX 681 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0681
PHIL MEEKS PO BOX 1514 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1514
MARIETTA DAVIS PO BOX 673 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0673
SKYLARK PARK LLC PO BOX 2070 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2070
AGNER JESSE A AGNER MARGARET H PO BOX 565 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0565
ALASKA STATE OF 550 W 7TH AVE STE 1050A ANCHORAGE AK 99501-3579
AMANECER ELIZABETH PO BOX 215 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0215
ANDERSON AMY E PO BOX 2064 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2064
ARMIN NORMAN ARMIN MERRY PO BOX 1876 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1876
BERTAGNOLI JOE PO BOX 481 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0481
BOJORQUEZ-FELIX RICARDO PO BOX 2011 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2011
BRADFORD AARON BRADFORD JANET PO BOX 946 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0946
BRAUN RICK G BRAUN SUE A PO BOX 211 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0211
BURRELL SIGMUND BURRELL AMBRE SKYLARK PARK LLC PO BOX 2070 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2070
CANGIALOSI SALVATORE A PO BOX 1414 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1414
CARNES SHANE PHILLIPS DEANNA PO BOX 1573 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1573
CHITTENDEN TIMOTHY R PO BOX 1774 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1774
CISNEY JOE ALLEN CISNEY JENNIFER MAE PO BOX 349 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0349
CLARK KEVIN J PO BOX 1256 NOME AK 99762-1256
COLLINS KEVIN BRUSELL PRISCILLA PO BOX 1856 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1856
CONN JOSHUA H CONN HEATHER PO BOX 593 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0593
CONNOR WILLIAM H JR PO BOX 1124 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1124
COTTA CARISSA R PO BOX 615 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0615
CUMMINGS ROBIN CUMMINGS JOYCE PO BOX 1754 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1754
CURTIS DYLAN PO BOX 2065 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2065
DAVIS KELLY PO BOX 311 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0311
DIAMANTE GIFT SHOPPE INC PO BOX 1029 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1029
EGEN KADDY PO BOX 1644 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1644
ELLIS MARY ANNE PO BOX 472 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0472
ENGELL JAMES B ENGELL JILL E PO BOX 730 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0730
ENRIQUEZ JORGE A ENRIQUEZ MINDY J PO BOX 1132 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1132
FALTER TERRY FALTER TERRI PO BOX 1868 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1868
FRANKLIN CLAYTON S PO BOX 62 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0062
FRANKLIN KYLE O FRANKLIN VIKKI PO BOX 62 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0062
FRENTZ STEPHEN FRENTZ MELANIE PO BOX 66 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0066
FRIEND REX FRIEND CHERI PO BOX 1225 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1225
GARD TIMOTHY GARD LISA 21700 WILDFLOWER DR NEWBERG OR 97132
GOOD INVESTMENTS LLC PO BOX 818 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0818
GRANBERG LOREEN PO BOX 2002 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2002
HALL KIMBERLY REBECCA PO BOX 7 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0007
HAMMER KACEY PO BOX 97 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0097
HANAHAN INDIGO L HANAHAN WILLIAM R PO BOX 106 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0106
HASBROUCK MIKA JERE PO BOX 1902 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1902
HELMS DAVID HELMS ALEXANDREA PO BOX 2194 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2194
HERMOSA HOLDINGS LLC PO BOX 1393 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1393
HESS COURTNEY N HESS REX PO BOX 1332 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1332
HOLMGRAIN RANDAL E HOLMGRAIN SARAH PO BOX 1975 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1975
JONES KENNETH JOHN LORGEN MARIE H 311 MATS VIEW RD PORT LUDLOW WA 98365
KANDOLL BRIAN KANDOLL CAROL PO BOX 1363 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1363
KATASSE IRVING PO BOX 894 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0894
KLUDT-PAINTER JONATHAN T KLUDT-PAINTER ERICA L PO BOX 1972 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1972
LENZ TORE PO BOX 1073 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1073
LITSHEIM PETER LITSHEIM THERESA PO BOX 856 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0856
LOPEZ-MENDOZA JOEL 426 MAGPIE CT KISSIMMEE FL 34758-4444
LUHR JASON LUHR STACY PO BOX 1663 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1663
LYNN CYNTHIA E PO BOX 1758 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1758
LYONS HEIDI PERSCHON LIV ONEIL HEATHER PO BOX 527 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0527
LYONS JACK C LYONS HEIDI PO BOX 527 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0527
M&K SCHWARTZ AK TRUST PO BOX 434 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0434
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MAIN KEVIN PO BOX 1704 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1704
MARIFERN SAMANTHA PO BOX 178 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0178
MARSH KIRT MARSH DONNA PO BOX 1421 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1421
MARTIN BROCK F WEBB SUZANNE M PO BOX 1398 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1398
MARTIN MARIA F PO BOX 646 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0646
MATTINGLY DARBY MATTINGLY NICHOLE PO BOX 783 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0783
MCCAY ASHON MCCAY NATALIE PO BOX 2001 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2001
MORAN TONY PO BOX 1191 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1191
MORRILL DANIEL MORRILL ELLEN 112 BLACK POWDER RD FOLSOM CA 95630
MORRIS CHRISTINA 709 95TH DR SE LAKE STEVENS WA 98258-3929
MOULTON WILLIAM T MOULTON PATRICIA PO BOX 456 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0456
MURDOCK WILLIAM CHARLES MURDOCK EILEEN ROSE PO BOX 850 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0850
NEIDIFFER JUSTIN PO BOX 1763 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1763
NEIDIFFER KIMBERLY PO BOX 1913 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1913
NELSON JOSEPH T NELSON KAREN G PO BOX 731 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0731
NEWMAN LUCAS NEWMAN TANGI PO BOX 476 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0476
NEWMAN SCOTT D NEWMAN CYNTHIA PO BOX 1348 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1348
NEWPORT RACHEL M PO BOX 1211 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1211
NORHEIM LADD NORHEIM BRENDA PO BOX 935 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0935
NUSSBAUMER DONA M NUSSBAUMER ALVIN PO BOX 994 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0994
ONEIL DENNIS ONEIL HEATHER PO BOX 1083 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1083
OREAR LARRY OREAR KATHY PO BOX 115 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0115
O'SOUP DERRICK G O'SOUP KELLY N PO BOX 1994 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1994
PARKER SAMMY NEWTON LEEROY PO BOX 1364 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1364
PERRY DONALD E PERRY LYNNE M PO BOX 1566 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1566
PERSCHON LIV M PO BOX 128 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0128
PETERSBURG BIBLE CHURCH PO BOX 704 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0704
PETERSEN KARI ANN PO BOX 2044 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2044
PETERSON RAYMOND G PETERSON ELIZABETH K PO BOX 1491 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1491
PETRO 49 INC HARBOR ENTERPRISES INC PO BOX 389 SEWARD AK 99664
PHILLIPS AARON L PO BOX 624 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0624
PHILLIPS JEANETTE PO BOX 386 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0386
PISTON AND RUDDER SERVICE INC PO BOX 1308 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1308
PLEW EVA R SALOMONE PAUL PO BOX 413 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0413
POOLE JEFFREY PO BOX 1715 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1715
RADFORD GENESIS & MARTINEZ-MACIAS ALBERTO GREGORIO PO BOX 2062 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2062
RENO SEAIRA SCHONBERG FRANZ PO BOX 1434 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1434
RIBICH ELI RIBICH GAIL PO BOX 110 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0110
ROBERTS MARK S WHITE-ROBERTS LORI PO BOX 246 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0246
ROSVOLD ANDERS O PO BOX 1993 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1993
ROUNDTREE DEAN & ELENA ROUNDTREE ARIEL M PO BOX 454 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0454
ROUNDTREE JESSE PO BOX 34 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0034
RPM HOLDINGS INC PO BOX 918 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0918
SAKAMOTO DIANNA QUEZON ALVIN PO BOX 1668 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1668
SCHWARTZ JAMES SCHWARTZ LESLIE PO BOX 1506 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1506
SKEEK GEORGE PO BOX 334 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0334
SLAVEN JACOB PO BOX 973 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0973
SLAVEN KILLIAN PO BOX 582 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0582
STEUBER NORIE STEUBER GERALD M JR PO BOX 102 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0102
STROMDAHL JAMES STROMDAHL MARY PO BOX 1326 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1326
TANGATAILOA STACIE 400 NE 153 ST SHORELINE WA 98155
THE MILL INC PO BOX 790 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0790
THOMASSEN SCOTT PO BOX 152 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0152
TIDWELL JARED PO BOX 496 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0496
TONKA SEAFOODS PO BOX 1420 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1420
TRIDENT SEAFOODS CORPORATION 5303 SHILSHOLE AVE NW SEATTLE WA 98107
TUCKER EMIL K CHRISTENSEN CARIN L PO BOX 1785 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1785
VICK THERESA VICK DAN PO BOX 1271 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1271
VOLK ROBERT D VOLK ANNE PO BOX 576 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0576
WALLEN LISA J PO BOX 1668 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1668
WOOD GEORGE WOOD SUSAN PO BOX 902 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0902
WORHATCH ERICA PO BOX 986 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0986
YOUNG ELROY L & ALICE H PO BOX 2100 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2100
REGULA RANDY R & REBECCA A PO BOX 2100 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2100
YUEN THAN PO BOX 1113 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1113
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4425  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 
 

 
 
 
 
November 6, 2023 
 
Brittany Williams, Trust Resource Manager 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources 
Mental Health Land Trust 
2600 Cordova Street, Suite 100 
Anchorage, AK  99503 
 
Via email to:  Brittany.williams@alaska.gov 
 
Dear Ms. Williams,  
 
The Petersburg Assembly would like to discuss options for establishing a 50-foot public access 
easement to Lot 37, TLO parcel number CRM-2387, which is included in the 2023 Land Sale 
Auction: Petersburg (MHT 9101276), and to Lots 38 (CRM-2388), and 39 (CRM-2389). 
 
Our concern is that at mean high water, recreation and subsistence users are cut off from 
accessing traditional fishing areas, or if they were fishing, will not be able to safely travel back to 
the US Forest Service trailhead. These lots are located along Blind Slough, which is the salmon 
release and return for Crystal Lake Hatchery and an important driver for our local economy as 
the hatchery provides harvest opportunity for subsistence, sport, charter, and commercial 
fisheries. As a result, Blind Slough is heavily used by residents and visitors alike and the area is 
valued aesthetically, historically, and economically.    
 
It is our understanding that the TLO is asserting that AS 38.05.127, Access to navigable or 
public water and requiring “to and along” easements is not applicable here because the subject 
property is “original Trust land” and that applying an easement diminishes the sale value of trust 
lands and therefore is inconsistent with Trust management principles.  
 
As this area is important to area residents, the borough would like to purchase the public 
easement across these lots to ensure access along the Blind Slough shoreline. Such an 
arrangement would benefit area residents and likely generate additional revenue to the Trust.    
 
We appreciate your consideration of our request, and our borough manager will follow up in the 
coming week to discuss this possibility with you. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Mark Jensen 
Borough Mayor 
Petersburg Borough 
 
cc:  Katie Vachris:  katie.vachris@alaska.gov 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
  

 
 

Petro Building Status 
October 2023 

 
 
In 2018, the Petersburg Assembly instructed staff to work with Petro 49 to acquire the old Union Oil building and 
property at 703 South Nordic Dr. for a future Harbor maintenance facility and storage area.  This location had 
formally been the office, storage facility, and tank farm for Alaska Fuel Service operation which Petro 49 purchased 
years ago and moth balled.  The tentative agreement with Petro 49 involves the exchange of several Borough leases 
including the building and lot at 100 Dock Street (fuel station and adjacent storage building), and approximately 
$80,000 in cash to Petro 49, with the Borough receiving the building at 703 South Nordic.  Petro 49 would own the 
leased land and the Borough would own the building and adjacent lot at 703 South Nordic.  Cost to the Borough 
would be the one-time payment of $80,000 to Petro 49 and the loss of the annual lease revenue of $30,500.   
 
The Assembly requested staff work with our attorney, Petro 49 and Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation (ADEC).  These discussions have been ongoing.  The Borough is requiring a clear letter of conditions 
on the property from ADEC for the property before agreeing to the transaction.  The Borough Assembly did not 
wish to proceed until ADEC could confirm the environmental condition of the site and any future conditions the 
Borough would need to follow if ownership of the building was transferred.  To date, ADEC has been unable to 
provide the information needed by the Borough.  Recently an Environmental consultant hired by the Borough 
informed staff the timeframe for completion of this project may be several more years.  
 
The Harbor continues to need an enclosed and larger maintenance facility near the Harbors.  Harbor Master Wollen 
and the Harbor Advisory Board have been supportive of this project and the need for the maintenance location.  
Estimates for a stand alone building in the Middle Harbor area are in the process of being developed by Harai & 
Associates.  We expect this to cost approximately $300,000 for engineering and construction, although we will have 
a more accurate number after the engineer finishes the estimates.   
 
Due to the extended status of this project, Staff is asking the Assembly to confirm the direction you would like us to 
go so plans can be developed.   
 
 
 
Stephen Giesbrecht 
Borough Manager 
Petersburg Borough 
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10/14/2022 

Borough Assembly 
 
 

Meetings 
The Assembly meets the first Monday of each month at 12:00 PM (Noon) and the third 
Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Assembly Chambers of the Municipal Building.  
(Special Meetings may be called by the Mayor or four or more members of the Assembly) 
 
Items for the agenda may be submitted by any Assembly Member or the Borough Manager. 
Items must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Monday preceding the meeting. 
 
 

Current Assembly Members 
(Mayor - 3 year term; Assembly - 3 year term) 

**First Date indicates taking of office, not necessarily the beginning of a term 

     
     Taking Office Term Ends 
Mark Jensen, Mayor   10/17   10/25 (elected to 3 yr term 10/2016; resigned 5/2017; elected  

         to 2 yr term 10/2017, elected to 3 yr term 10/2019, 
elected to a 3 yr term 10/2022)  

Bob Lynn, Vice Mayor  10/18   10/24 (elected to 3 yr term 10/2018; elected to 3 yr term 

         10/2021) 

Thomas Fine-Walsh  10/21   10/24  (elected to 3 yr term 10/2021) 

Donna Marsh   10/22   10/25 (elected to 3 yr term 10/2022) 

Scott Newman   10/22   10/25  (elected to 3 yr term 10/2022) 
Rob Schwartz   10/23   10/26 (elected to 3 yr term 10/2023) 

Jeigh Stanton Gregor  10/23   10/26 (elected to 3 yr term 10/2023)  
 
 
 

 
 
 

2022/23 Assembly Appointments 
11/7/2022 

 
Southeast Conference Representatives - Mayor Mark Jensen (voting member) & Assembly Member David 
Kensinger 
    
Alaska Municipal League Representative - Mayor Mark Jensen & Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
               
Liaison to Harbor and Ports Advisory Board – Assembly Member Scott Newman 
 
Liaison to Hospital Board – Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
    
Liaison to Public Safety Advisory Board – Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
  
Elected Official to Local Emergency Planning Committee – Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
 
Early Childhood Education Task Force – Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
 
Housing Task Force – Assembly Member David Kensinger 

Assembly Members may be reached by email or by phone call to their personal residences.  For contact 

information check the Borough website at www.petersburgak.gov or contact the Borough Clerk at 907-772-

5405.  Or, you may mail communications to the Borough Assembly at:  PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833, 

or by email at Assembly@petersburgak.gov. 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4425  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 
 

 
 

November 6, 2023 
 
Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC. 20590 
 
RE: Support for AML’s Reducing Impact of Rural Boardwalk Barriers Project for funding from the 
FY2023 RCN Community Planning Grant Program 
 
 
Dear Mr. Buttigieg, 
 
On behalf of the Petersburg Borough, I write to express our strong support for and commitment to 
participating in Alaska DOT&PF and partners’ receipt of the FY2023 Thriving Communities Regional 
(TCP-R) Grant, which will augment the capacity of the state to provide technical assistance to Alaska’s 
communities.  
 
DOT&PF has developed this comprehensive project to directly benefit rural, disadvantaged 
communities while contributing to the broader statewide body of knowledge. Alaska’s TCP-R program 
will 1) increase the technical assistance provided to communities for submission of transportation 
projects through the Alaska Transportation Hub, 2) review projects for additional pre-development and 
for matching with federal funding opportunities, and 3) assist communities with grant applications that 
support disadvantaged communities. The project team will develop tools and resources that support 
interdisciplinary delivery of projects and further identify and cultivate Alaska technical expertise for 
inclusion in project development and implementation. 
 
This project will not only address statewide needs but provide specific support for communities like 
ours. This includes addressing site-specific needs for improvements and helping communities 
complete planning and design. This project is a significant step toward supporting our goals in 
improving the transportation infrastructure in our community, which by federal measures is considered 
disadvantaged. This is vital given our remote location and the high costs of delivering projects. 
  
The Petersburg Borough is committed to being actively engaged in DOT&PF’s Thriving Communities 
and will benefit from the technical assistance provided. We have identified transportation needs and 
will work with DOT&PF and partners who can assist us in advancing them, including identifying 
potential state and federal funding opportunities.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
Petersburg Borough 
mayorjensen@petersburgak.gov  
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