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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, December 06, 2021 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Dec 6, 2021 12:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: December 6, 2021 Regular Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/84927413707?pwd=RWFKNy83OWppRkhURHU1U29JeC9vUT09 
Passcode: 073196 
 
Or Telephone:    
     (720) 707-2699 or  (253) 215-8782  
Webinar ID: 849 2741 3707 
Passcode: 073196 
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. November 17, 2021 Special and Regular Meeting Minutes 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2021-18:  An Ordinance Updating Various 
Provisions of Chapter 14.16 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Electric Utility", and 
Including Electric Rate and Connection Cost Increases 

Any public testimony regarding Ordinance #2021-18 should be given during this public 
hearing.  A copy of Ordinance #2021-18 may be found under agenda item 14A. 

B. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2021-21:  An Emergency Ordinance Continuing a 
Public Health and Safety Measure (Requirement of Face Coverings in Indoor 
Public Settings) to Address Current Community COVID-19 Outbreak 
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Any public testimony regarding Emergency Ordinance #2021-21 should be given 
during this public hearing.  A copy of Emergency Ordinance #2021-21 may be found 
under agenda item 15A. 

6. Bid Awards 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

10. Consent Agenda 

A. Kito's Kave Bar and Liquor Store Liquor License Renewal 

Kito's Kave Bar & Liquor has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control 
Office for beverage dispensary and package store liquor license renewals.  The 
Assembly may support or protest the applications.  A protest may not be arbitrary, 
capricious or unreasonable. 

B. Loyal Order of Moose #1092 Liquor License Renewal 

The Moose Lodge has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office for a 
club liquor license renewal.  The Assembly may support or protest the application.  A 
protest may not be arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter will provide an update on the Medical Center. 

B. COVID-19 Situation Update 

Borough Health Officer Dr. Tuccillo will provide an update on the current COVID-19 
situation in Petersburg. 

C. New Fire Truck Update 

Fire & EMS Director Dixson will provide an update on the purchase of a new fire truck. 

D. Baler Update 

Public Works Director Cotta will provide an update on the new baler at the landfill. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. December 6, 2021 Mayor's Report 
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13. Manager's Report 

A. December 6, 2021 Manager's Report 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-18:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.16 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Electric Utility", and Including Electric 
Rate and Connection Cost Increases - Second Reading 

If adopted, Ordinance #2021-18 will increase electric rates and connection costs to 
cover the full annual revenue requirements of the Utility and update language to 
address danger trees, confidentiality of billing and other important matters.  Ordinance 
#20201-18 was unanimously approved in its first reading. 

15. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-21:  An Emergency Ordinance Continuing a Public Health and 
Safety Measure (Requirement of Face Coverings in Indoor Public Settings) to 
Address Current Community COVID-19 Outbreak - One and Only Reading 

If adopted, Emergency Ordinance #2021-21 will continue the safety measures put into 
place by Emergency Ordinance #2021-19 (that face coverings are to be worn in any 
building within the Borough that is open to the public) to January 3, 2022 at midnight 
unless earlier repealed by the Assembly. 

B. FY 2023 Capital Projects 

Manager Giesbrecht requests the Assembly amend and/or approve Petersburg 
Borough's Capital Project List (including the order of priority) to provide to the Alaska 
Legislature for FY 2023. 

C. 2022 SEAPA Board Appointments 

Mayor Jensen, with approval of the Assembly, will appoint two Petersburg residents 
(one voting member and one alternate) to represent our Borough on the SEAPA Board 
of Directors for calendar year 2022.  Letters of interest were submitted by our current 
SEAPA Board Members, Assembly Member Lynn and Utility Director Hagerman. 

D. Public Safety Advisory Board Appointment 

Mayor Jensen, with approval of the Assembly, will appoint Dan Sullivan to the vacant 
seat on the Public Safety Advisory Board. 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since November 11, 2021 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Childcare Relief Funding Request 
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Assembly Member Meucci requests a discussion regarding funding relief requests 
from Good Beginnings Preschool, Kinder Skog Nature Program, and the Petersburg 
Children's Center. 

B. ARPA Funds Work Session 

Assembly Member Meucci requests an Assembly work session be held in January, 
2022 to discuss use of the American Rescue Plan Act funds received by the Borough. 

C. Request for Home Mail Delivery in Petersburg 

Assembly Member Kensinger requests to discuss a draft resolution asking the US 
Postal Service to offer home mail delivery in Petersburg. 

D. Alaska Natives Without Land Legislation 

Mayor Jensen requests a discussion regarding the revised legislation introduced into 
Congress by Senator Murkowski which will provide the Native Villages of Haines, 
Ketchikan, Petersburg, Tenakee and Wrangell with the ability to form urban 
corporations and gift certain settlement lands to those corporations. 

E. Assembly Member Comments 

F. Recognitions 

18. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2021 
Special Assembly 

Meeting 
 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 5:45 PM Zoom Meeting 

 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 
Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 5:45. 
 
PRESENT 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 
 
EXCUSED 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was unanimously approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, 
Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Tremblay 
 

3. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 

No views were shared. 

4. New Business 

A. Resolution #2021-16:  A Resolution Authorizing a Sole Source Procurement from 
Anderson Brothers Electric, LLC 

Resolution #2021-16 was approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, 
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Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Tremblay 
 

5. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, 
Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Tremblay 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Mayor Mark Jensen 

EXCUSED 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes of: 
October 19, 2021 
November 1, 2021 

Special Assembly Meeting Minutes of: 
November 5, 2021 

The regular meeting minutes of October 9 and November 1, 2021 and the special 
meeting minutes of November 5, 2021 were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 
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The agenda was amended to add under Assembly Discussion Items a discussion about 
the local US Post Office.  The Assembly unanimously approved the agenda as amended. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Meucci. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

5. Public Hearings 

There were no public hearings. 

6. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

Jim Kerr, Caitlin Entz, Jim Floyd, Michael Truex, Gary Aulbach, Traci McPhearson, Dana 
Thynes, Nathan Lopez, Michelle Pfundt, Russell Thynes, Brittni Caulum, Stephanie 
Landen, Sarah Reid, Ramona Brooks, Donna Marsh and Nancy Hoschar shared their 
views in opposition to Emergency Ordinance #2021-20. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

Dana Thynes shared her views regarding spike proteins used or associated with 
vaccinations. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

No reports were given. 

10. Consent Agenda 

There were no Consent Agenda items. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Redistricting Update 

Assembly Member Tremblay reported on the new electoral district boundaries chosen 
by the Alaska Redistricting Board after the 2020 Census. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. November 15, 2021 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen read his report into the record. 

13. Manager's Report 

8

Item 3A.



 

 P a g e  | 3 

A. November 15, 2021 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 

15. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-18:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.16 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Electric Utility", and Including Electric 
Rate and Connection Cost Increases 

Ordinance #2021-18 was unanimously approved in its first reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

B. Ordinance #2021-20:  An Emergency Ordinance Amending Emergency 
Ordinance #2021-19, which Implemented a Public Health and Safety Measure 
Requiring Face Coverings in Indoor Public Settings, to Include (1) a Fine for 
Noncompliance, (2) Communally Used Areas within its Scope, and (3) a 
Provision that Requires Businesses and Building Owners to Deny Admittance to 
any Individual who Fails to Comply with the Ordinance 

Emergency Ordinance #2021-20 was amended as follows: to remove all language 
relating to the responsibility of businesses and building owners and fines associated 
with the language; to add language to Section 3(B) to clarify that private residences 
are not included; to add a new Section 6 titled Repeal/Health Officer 
Recommendations that states the ordinance may be earlier repealed by the Assembly 
upon a determination that the provisions of the ordinance are no longer necessary, 
and the Assembly may receive advice from the Borough Health Officer in making this 
determination; and to remove Section 3(A)(1) in its entirety relating to individual fines. 

The ordinance was approved as amended in its one and only reading by a vote of 4-2. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

C. Motor Pool Shop Fire Damage Repair - Change Order #2 

The Assembly unanimously approved Motor Pool Shop Change Order #2. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 

9

Item 3A.



 

 P a g e  | 4 

Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

D. Borough Guidance on Volunteer Projects 

The Guidance on Volunteer Projects document was approved unanimously. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since October 28, 2021 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

 A. Local US Post Office 

 Assembly Member Kensinger stated he will prepare a letter to our Congressional 
Delegation and the Supervisors of our local post office for Assembly consideration at 
the next meeting regarding the short staffing issue and the erratic hours the counter is 
open. 

B. Assembly Member Comments 

Assembly Member Meucci inquired whether Manager Giesbrecht is comfortable with 
the changes to Emergency Ordinance #2021-20 (which made amendments to 
Emergency Ordinance #2021-19).  Manager Giesbrecht answered in the affirmative 
and clarified that the Police Department will not be proactively seeking out unmasked 
individuals but will respond reactively if called by a local business. 

Assembly Member Stanton Gregor shared his frustration regarding the letter from 
multiple businesses that states they will close their doors if the Assembly approved 
fines for businesses who allow customers to shop in their store without wearing face 
coverings. 

Assembly Member Lynn requested an update on the Fire Truck replacement and a 
report on the new baler at the next Assembly meeting. 

C. Recognitions 

Assembly Member Tremblay thanked our local healthcare workers who are working 
very hard during this COVID-19 outbreak and our Public Health Nurse in particular 
who is handling both Petersburg's and Wrangell's outbreak simultaneously.  She also 
thanked the community for looking for ways to help each other. 

Assembly Member Meucci thanked the business owners and front line workers for 
keeping our businesses open.  He also thanked the School District for the 
unbelievable job they are doing during this outbreak. 
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18. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
December 6, 2021 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 
1.  Alaska Natives Without Land Legislation:  Senator Murkowski has introduced 
revised legislation to address the omission of the Southeast Alaska communities of 

Haines, Ketchikan, Petersburg, Tenakee, and Wrangell from eligibility under the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.  The legislation will allow the native villages to 

form urban corporations and will gift settlement land to these corporations.  Mayor 
Jensen has requested a discussion on this subject (under Assembly Discussion Items) 
to determine whether the Assembly will provide comment regarding the revised 

legislation.  A copy of the legislation and Petersburg area maps are attached to the 
Assembly Discussion agenda item. 

 
2.  Meeting with Sealaska:  Mayor Jensen, Manager Giesbrecht, Community & 
Economic Director Cabrera and PIA Administrator Welch took part in a meeting with 

Sealaska board members and staff to discuss Petersburg’s priorities and projects that 
may have partnership opportunities.  Mayor Jensen will provide a brief report on the 

meeting. 
 
3.  Seeking Letters of Interest: The Petersburg Borough is accepting letters of 

interest from citizens who wish to serve the community by filling one of the vacant 
seats on the following Borough Boards/Commissions until the October, 2022 

Municipal Election: 
 
Planning Commission – two vacant seats 

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – two vacant seats 
Public Safety Advisory Board – one vacant seat 

 
Letters of interest should be submitted to Clerk Thompson at the Borough offices 
located at 12 S. Nordic Drive; by sending to PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833; 

or by emailing to dthompson@petersburgak.gov.  
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
 

 
Borough Manager’s Report 

Assembly Meeting 6 December 2021 
 

 As is customary, Public Works is offering a limited amount of traction sand for Borough residents to use on 
their walks and driveways. Up to 10 buckets of sand per residence may be obtained at no cost from Public 
Works during regular business hours 8:00-4:30 M-F. Anyone wanting to obtain sand through this program 
should bring their own shovel and buckets and check in with the front desk before loading any sand.  
 

 We continue to work with FEMA to facilitate repairs to the failed drainage culvert at the Public Works yard. 
Design of the project is largely complete, and we plan on bidding the project out this winter, to begin 
construction in May of next year as per the requirements of the ADF&G permit.  
 

 The repair work on the motor pool shop is nearing substantial completion. We anticipate performing a 
“pre-final” inspection this week and generating a punch list for any remaining construction items. 
 

 Youth Basketball was canceled due to amount of time needed to finish season.  We would have extended too 
far into busy holiday times.  Please contact Parks and Rec regarding a refund if you have not done so.   
 

 Parks and Rec is busy planning their holiday “Winter Wonderland” event on Dec. 18th, 4-6p.  Please contact 
Julie Anderson if you would like to volunteer.  
 

 Parks and Rec will be hosting another Lifeguard Certification course Jan 7th – 9th.  Please contact Scott Burt for 
more information and to get registered as soon as possible.   
 

 During the recent PMEA negotiations, the Borough heard employees were uneasy about having to fill out and 
sign a timesheet prior to the end of a pay period.  To solve this issue, the Borough is in the process of changing 
pay period dates beginning with the first pay period in January.  All paydays will remain the same: on or before the 
5th and 20th of each month.  
 

 Jody has applied for the Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development for 
the Local Government Lost Revenue Relief Program.  A Resolution of support will be presented to the 
Assembly at the December 20th meeting. This funding opportunity is available to Alaska local governments 
and has a deadline for the resolution to be approved by December 31, 2021.   
 

 Passport services at the library are scheduled to resume Tuesday Dec 7 
 

 The library is hosting a retrospective exhibit of the ceramic works of Polly Lee. The exhibit can be seen on 
the library's YouTube channel  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oEB82ua4Lk  

 

 The library has received two American Rescue Plan grants from the Alaska State Library, an Easy Grant 
($6000) for janitorial service/collections and a Project Grant ($39,661) to partner with KFSK and the 
Petersburg Indigenous Awareness Committee to produce radio podcasts. The program is scheduled to 
launch early in 2022.  
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 Rock N Road finished up the Ira II Street Sewer project by the project deadline.  A final inspection of all work 
has been difficult to arrange due to snowy weather, but a warm rainy window of opportunity this week may be 
our last chance before spring.  
 

 Alaska Municipal League is helping to organize a group of its members impacted by the 301H Clean Water Act 
waiver and wastewater discharge permitting issues.  Petersburg will participate in that effort and keep the 
Assembly informed on progress.  
 

 PMPL was informed that ADOT is not going to move forward with installation of any streetlights on Papke’s 
Landing Road.  Budgetary issues are the sticking point.   
 

 Karl will be working with McMillen Jacobs to amend their professional services contract to include the next 
phases of engineering/permitting/equipment manufacture oversight for the Blind Slough Hydro project.  
 

 All bonds and insurance have been received from Gilkes Hydro to move forward with equipment manufacture 
for the Blind Slough project.  A kickoff meeting will occur early in December to get things started.  
 

 Kudos to Public Works and the PMPL line crew on their work to find, place and decorate the community 
Christmas Tree.  Thanks again to Matt Bryner for his work on the lights, both at the library and our tree.   
 

 Due to staffing issues out of our control, Sue Flanary has extended her career by one more month.  Her final day 
will now be December 31.  We thank her for being flexible and for supporting her department past her planned 
retirement date.  
 

 The battery backup for the 911 system was identified as old and needed to be replaced during the 
installation of the new 911 system. We believe the battery backup failed last week during the monthly 
generator test at the firehall. Two new battery backups have been ordered and are in transit to Petersburg. 
The battery backups were paid for out of the E911 fund.  
 

 Barb Beasley completed Crime Scene Technology & Evidence Collection training through SIRCHIE. This 
training will assist the Police Department with crime scene processing, documentation, and prosecution.  
 

 Petersburg PD’s policy and procedures are being updated and reviewed. This also includes the Petersburg 
Jail policy and procedures.  
 

 Thank you to harbor users for paying attention to their vessels especially during stormy & rainy weather.  
Please continue to let the Harbor Office know if you plan on being out of town and provide us with your 
boat watching contact info.  
 

 Harbor staff has been meeting with USACE concerning the status of the dredge sampling, the results have 
been turned over to EPA for their 45-day comment period.  Scheduling for bidding out the project is on 
schedule.  With a bid opening in April, bid award in June with project start date of Oct. 1, 2022.  
 

 Large crane report: upgrade/rebuild is finished!  Unit is getting prepped to ship back for install.  Hopefully 
good for another 34 years!  
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2021-21 

 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE CONTINUING A PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY 

MEASURE (REQUIREMENT OF FACE COVERINGS IN INDOOR PUBLIC 
SETTINGS) TO ADDRESS CURRENT COMMUNITY COVID-19 OUTBREAK 

 
WHEREAS, the community of Petersburg is continuing to experience a significant 

community spread COVID-19 outbreak; and 
 
WHEREAS, on November 5, 2021, the Borough Assembly unanimously approved 

Emergency Ordinance #2021-19 requiring face coverings to be worn indoors in any building 
within the Borough that is open to the public; and 

 
WHEREAS, Emergency Ordinance #2021-19 expires December 6, 2021 at 11:59 p.m.; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, while the Petersburg Medical Center (PMC) reports COVID-19 cases 

rapidly decreasing, in the past 4 weeks there were over 230 Petersburg residents who tested 
positive for COVID-19, 30 monoclonal antibody treatments provided, and over 10 inpatient 
admissions due to COVID-19; and 

 
WHEREAS, PMC continues to be in RED status and has required the addition of 

emergency FEMA nurses and state GSA personnel to assist with PMC’s staffing shortages. 
PMC required emergency assistance from other agencies (Bartlett and SEARHC) for PCR test 
supplies and from the State of Alaska for rapid home kit antigen tests to assist in testing the 
Petersburg community quickly to identify COVID-19 cases; and 

 
WHEREAS, with the increased COVID-19 hospitalizations in the past 2 weeks and 

incidences of long recovery time for individuals, particularly those unvaccinated, PMC continues 
to use high staffing and supply resources to manage post outbreak difficulties that require a 
higher level of care; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Schools continue to experience significant impacts due to 

the current outbreak in the community, with numerous students and staff members absent due 
to either testing positive or being identified as close contacts; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Schools have implemented multiple mitigation measures to 

keep staff and students safe and keep the schools open, however reduced mitigation efforts in the 
community at large negatively impact those measures; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated its public 

health recommendations to address the highly transmissible Delta variant of the virus and the new 
Omicron variant recently identified in the United States, and that guidance includes a 
recommendation that all people, including fully vaccinated people, wear a mask in public indoor 
settings in areas of substantial or high transmission of COVID-19; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Assembly finds that a health crisis currently exists in the community due 

to the continuation of community transmission of COVID-19 and the limited medical resources 
existing within the community to address the outbreak, including limited space and staffing to 
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address potential hospitalizations and the inability to medivac patients outside of the community to 
receive needed care; and  

 
WHEREAS, Borough Charter Section 3.03 provides for emergency ordinances which in 

the judgement of the assembly are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, 
health or safety, and such ordinances may be adopted at the meeting at which it is introduced.  An 
Emergency Ordinance is repealed by resolution or automatically expires in sixty days; and 

 
WHEREAS, under the described circumstances, the Assembly finds that the provisions of 

this ordinance are required for the immediate preservation of public health and safety. 
 
THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 

  
Section 1. Classification:  This Emergency Ordinance is of a non-permanent nature and shall 
not be codified in the Petersburg Borough Code. 

 
Section 2. Purpose:  The purpose of this Emergency Ordinance is to require masks or face 
coverings in public indoor settings within the Borough, with the exceptions provided under Section 
3. 

 
Section 3. Substantive Provisions:    
 
Except as provided herein, all persons must wear masks or face coverings over their nose and mouth 
when they are indoors in any building within the Borough (1) that is open to the public or (2) within a 
communal space shared with other individuals not from one’s household.   
 
The requirements of this ordinance do not apply to: 
 
1.  Children under the age of three (3) years. 
2.  Any person with chronic pulmonary, breathing and/or medical conditions who cannot tolerate a 
mask or face covering due to those conditions, or any person who is communicating with someone 
who is deaf or hard of hearing, such that wearing a mask or face covering is not feasible.  Such 
persons are encouraged to wear a face shield if available; 
3.  Any person who is incarcerated, in police custody, or inside a courtroom.  Such persons are 
directed to follow the orders specific to their location. 
4.  Any person who temporarily removes their mask or face covering to eat or drink; 
5.  The premises of either the Petersburg School District (PSD) or the Petersburg Medical Center 
(PMC).  Persons are directed to follow COVID-19 rules and directives issued by either PSD or PMC 
when on premises; 
6.  The offices of health care professionals when removal of a mask or face covering is necessary to 
the performance of testing or procedures;  
7.  Any person performing an activity that cannot be conducted or safely conducted while wearing a 
mask or face covering;  
8. Any employee within their own fully enclosed office or workspace or within an unenclosed 
workspace if they are totally alone; and 
9.  Daycare facilities, which are directed to follow the guidance of the Alaska Department of Health 
and Social Services and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 
Businesses are permitted to institute more restrictive measures than set out herein for their individual 
premises, provided that such measures are consistent with applicable law. 
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"Mask or face covering" means a medical grade mask or a cloth, paper or other face covering that 
covers the nose and the mouth, and rests snugly above the nose, below the mouth and on the sides 
of the face, and is of such material so as to not have openings, holes, visible gaps or vents that would 
allow droplets to be released. 
 
“Communal space” means any area in a building where members of more than one household can 
commingle, including without limitation areas used for (1) exercise or fitness, (2) community events, 
whether ticketed or otherwise, (3) meetings, events or other usage by private social clubs, societies, 
lodges, associations or nonprofit groups, and (4) including entrance lobbies, hallways, and stairwells 
for such areas.  This shall not be deemed to include areas within private residences. 
 
Section 4. Enforcement: The Borough reserves the right to use all available enforcement 
options to assure compliance with this emergency ordinance. Violation of this ordinance does not 
create grounds for residents to harass individuals who do not comply with it.  
 
Section 5. Recommendations:  The Assembly recommends and encourages all residents to 
take additional measures to protect your family, friends and neighbors from the spread of COVID-
19 within the community, including getting vaccinated, maintaining physical distance, avoiding 
crowds, staying home when feeling sick, frequent hand washing and regular cleaning of high-
touch surfaces. 
 
Section 6. Severability:  If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application of other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 
 
Section 7. Effective Date and Term:  This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon 
adoption and be in effect until January 3, 2022, at 11:59 p.m., unless sooner repealed by the 
Assembly due to cessation of the current outbreak. 
 
Section 8. Repeal/Health Officer Recommendations:  This ordinance may be earlier 
repealed at a regular or special meeting of the Assembly upon a determination by the Assembly 
that the provisions of the ordinance are no longer necessary to address the health and safety of 
the public.  The Assembly may receive the advice and recommendations of the Borough Health 
Officer in making this determination. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly this 6th day of 
December, 2021. 
 
        
             
        _____________________________ 
ATTEST:                  Mark Jensen, Mayor 
           
________________________________       
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk               Adopted: 

Published:   
Effective:   
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Petersburg Borough, Alaska 
RESOLUTION #2021-XX 

  
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE US POSTAL SERVICE PROVIDE HOME MAIL 
DELIVERY IN PETERSBURG, ALASKA 

 

 
 WHEREAS, the US Postal Service in Petersburg provides post office boxes for Borough 
residents with no home mail delivery option; and 
 
 WHEREAS, with a population of approximately 3,200, Petersburg is the largest 
community in Southeast Alaska without the option of home mail delivery; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Post Office has suffered from being short staffed for the last 
year and has severely reduced open hours for the counter for mailing and picking up packages; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the reduced open counter schedule is sporadic and changes from day to day, 

sometimes being from 1:00 to 5:00 and sometimes being less, making it hard for Petersburg 
residents to know what time to go to the Post Office on any given day; and 
  

WHEREAS, the reduced hours are causing long lines to form to use the counter services 
and those waiting in the lines do so for anywhere from a few minutes to over an hour before their 
post office business is completed; and 

 
WHEREAS, these long lines and waiting times are not conducive to stopping the spread 

of COVID as the Petersburg Post Office does not enforce the use of face coverings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the extended wait time in these lines is extremely problematic to our local 

businesses, many of whom are short staffed due to COVID related issues, who need to receive 
their business inventory as well as mail outbound locally purchased goods; and  
 
 WHEREAS, many Petersburg residents who have daytime jobs have not been able to use 
the Post Office counter services on their lunch hour or after work; and 
 
 WHEREAS, many essential goods, such as medications, are delivered to Petersburg 
residents’ post office boxes by the US Postal Service; and 
 

WHEREAS, Petersburg is located on an island in Southeast Alaska so residents cannot 
drive to a Post Office in another community to use counter services; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the US Postal Service routinely hires subcontractors to perform rural route 
mail delivery in other communities. 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Petersburg Borough Assembly hereby requests the 
US Postal Service provide the option of home mail delivery to Petersburg Borough residents to 
relieve the frustration of residents and businesses dealing with the reduced and ever changing 
counter schedule and the possibility of COVID spread in the community. 
  

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on 
_____________________. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
          Mark Jensen, Mayor 

97

Item 17C.



ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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