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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

4. Approval of Minutes 

1. Meeting Minutes from June 8th, 2021. 

5. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

6. Consent Calendar 

1. Acceptance and scheduling of an application from Dave Ohmer for a conditional use 
permit for a rock quarry/borrow operation at 521 Mitkof Hwy (PID:  01-114-500). 

7. Public Hearing Items 

1. Consideration of an application from Kathi Riemer for a variance from the rear and 
side yard setback requirements to allow for two sheds with 1' of the property lines at 
313 Cornelius Rd. (PID:  01-031-584). 

2. Consideration of an application from Dave Ohmer for a variance from the front yard 
setback requirement to allow for construction of a single-family residence within 15' of 
the property line at 613 Sandy Beach Rd. (PID:  01-004-010). 

3. Consideration of an application from James & Sonja Whitethorn for a variance from 
the side yard setback requirement to allow for an existing single-family residence 
within 6.3' of the property line at 101 Mill Rd. (PID:  01-031-502). 

8. Non-Agenda Items 

1. Commissioner Comments 

2. Staff Comments 
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3. The next regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, September 14th, 2021 at 12:00pm. 

9. Adjournment 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, June 08, 2021 12:00 PM Via Zoom 

 

The meeting is open to the public.  To attend via ZOOM, please contact Karen Malcom at 
907-772-4430. 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00PM 

2. Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Commission Chair Chris Fry 
Commission Secretary Sally Dwyer 
Commissioner Nancy Strand 
Commissioner Jim Floyd 
 
ABSENT 
Commission Vice-Chair Richard Burke 
Commissioner Heather O'Neil 
 

3. Acceptance of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as presented. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, 
Commissioner Floyd 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from 5/11/2021 meeting were approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, 
Commissioner Floyd 
 

1. Minutes of the Planning Commission of May 11, 2021. 
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5. Public Comments 

None 

6. Consent Calendar 

None 

7. Public Hearing Items 

 A. Consideration of an application from Mike Schwartz for a conditional use permit for a 
home occupation (hair salon) at 313 Sandy Beach Rd (PID: 01-003-119). 

Kay Schwartz attended.  Ms. Schwartz stated that the CUP did not require new 
construction at the home. There may be some plumbing work needed and they would pull 
a plumbing permit. 

The Schwartz CUP was approved unanimously. 

Motion made by Commission Secretary Dwyer, Seconded by Commissioner Strand. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, 
Commissioner Floyd 
 

 B. Review of applications from Ryan Littleton and John & Rebecca Fortna and David & 
Marlene Cushing requesting to purchase borough-owned property located at 306 Sandy 
Beach Rd. (PID: 01-003-521). 

John Fortna, Leo Luczak, Joyce Bergmann attended. 

Leo Luczak spoke on behalf of the Fortna's and Cushing's, giving a history of property on 
Sandy Beach Road.  Mr. Luczak noted that there is a large drainage on the lot making it 
difficult to develop and likely requiring a Army Corps of Engineers permit. 

Discussion. 

The applications to purchase 306 Sandy Beach Road were approved for recommendation 
to the Assembly. 

Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, 
Commissioner Floyd 
 

      C. Review of an application from AP&T Wireless requesting a 20’ wide utility easement at                                   
419 Sandy Beach Rd. (PID: 01-003-139). 

Jason Custer, Ryan Wopschall and Brent Akers attended on behalf of AP&T.  Mr. Custer 
read a statement outlining the scope of the project into the record. 

The application from AP&T was approved for recommendation to the Assembly. 
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Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, 
Commissioner Floyd 
 

8. Non-Agenda Items 

1. Commissioner Comments 

None 

2. Staff Comments 

Director Cabrera spoke in regards to the in-person meetings issue.  There will need to 
be four Commissioners in attendance in the Assembly Chambers to have a meeting, 
although there may not be any agenda items for the next meeting. 

Members Fry, Dwyer, Strand and Floyd all stated they would be available for the July 
meeting. 

3. The next regularly scheduled meeting is July 13, 2021 at 12:00pm via Zoom  

 

9. Adjournment 

Motion made by Commissioner Floyd, Seconded by Commission Secretary Dwyer. 
Voting Yea: Commission Chair Fry, Commission Secretary Dwyer, Commissioner Strand, 
Commissioner Floyd 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30PM. 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Chair Chris Fry 

 

________________________________________ 

Date: 
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From: Jennifer Bryner
To: Karen Malcom
Subject: 613 Sandy Beach Road
Date: Saturday, August 7, 2021 4:30:15 PM

Matt and I support the request for the Ohmer home to be built within 15 feet of the property line.  The setbacks from
the road are excessive and the variance causes no safety concerns. The shallow lots in that area are problematic for
building, and we appreciate the attention to the impact of the neighbors' views.

Thank you,

Jennifer Bryner

Sent from my iPhone
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Date: 7-29-2021 
 
To:  Liz Cabrera 
 Director, Community & Economic Development 
 
From: Gary Aulbach 
 Box 726 
 Petersburg, AK 99833 
 
Hello Liz, 
 I am writing this letter in response to the application for variance by Jim and 
Sonja Whitethorn. I will be out of town on the date of the public hearing. 
 To begin, I want it to be clear that my wife and I have no problem at all with 
the Whitethorn’s being granted this variance. I think most people would love to be 
able to live next door to their children and grandchildren. 
 My reason for writing this letter has to do more with the administrative side 
of constructing a building in Petersburg. 
 I see that in your letter you refer to the structure on this property as a single-
family residence but on the variance application it is referred to as a Warehouse 
with watchman apartment. It is in fact a single-family residence with an unfinished 
garage/basement. As this building is located on an industrially zoned lot I 
understand why it is being called a warehouse with apartment, however, a few 
years back the Borough went through a very lengthy discussion with another 
individual in town who was doing the exact same thing and at the time the Borough 
gave in but said it was not going to be allowing that same practice any more. It might 
be a different case here because this is not waterfront industrial property and 
perhaps you could clear that up. 
 When a builder applies for a building permit a site plan must first be 
submitted showing where the building will be placed in accordance to the property 
lines. I am curious if a site plan was submitted for this project and if it showed that 
the building would end up being 6.3’ from the property line or if it showed it being 
the required 10’ from the line? I find it hard to believe that an experienced builder 
could make a 3.7’ mistake when placing the foundation.  
 I am only bringing these points to light because I feel this could lead to more 
applications for variances in the future. Any builder could submit a site plan 
showing that the owners are in compliance with the setback but then build the 
building as close as they want and simply apply for the variance afterward. After all, 
what could happen? The Borough certainly is not going to make them tear the 
building down and move it 4’. Code violations like this need to be caught before any 
concrete is poured or pilings are driven. At that time, the owners can opt to stop and 
apply for a variance before construction begins or move the building lines and 
proceed with construction. 
Thank you for your time. 
Gary Aulbach 
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