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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, July 17, 2023 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Jul 17, 2023 06:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: July 17, 2023 Borough Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/85717439755?pwd=Z0JNM3AvL1R0UW42UTg5SHdObWpYdz09  
Passcode: 189858 
 
Or Telephone: 
(720) 707-2699 
(253) 215-8782 
Webinar ID: 857 1743 9755 
Passcode: 189858 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. July 3, 2023 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Bid Awards 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

10. Consent Agenda 
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11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Housing Needs Assessment Update 

Assembly Member and Housing Task Force Chair Kensinger will update the Assembly 
on the housing needs assessment project. 

B. Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department 

Assembly Member Meucci will recognize PVFD staff and volunteers for their 
dedication to our community.  Fire Chief Stolpe and Fire/EMS/SAR Director Hankins 
will also discuss how the public can help the Department stay stong and viable. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. July 17, 2023 Mayor's Report 

13. Manager's Report 

There is no Manager's Report for this meeting. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2023-11:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Portions of the Airport 
Addition Subdivision and Thirteenth Street Relocation Subdivision to Public Use 
(PU) - Third and Final Reading 

If approved in three readings, Ordinance #2023-11 will rezone portions of the Airport 
Addition and Thirteenth Street Relocation subdivisions from Single-family Residential, 
Commercial-1, Multi-family Residential, and Open Space - Recreation to Public Use in 
preparation for proposed future construction of a new medical center.  The Planning 
Commission recommends the subject property not be rezoned due to lack of public 
education on the issue, lack of public input on the "pro's" and "con's" of the rezone, 
and loss of single-family and multi-family residential lots.  The Assembly approved 
Ordinance #2023-11 in its first and second readings by a vote of 5-1 each time, with 
Assembly Member Marsh opposed. 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution #2023-09:  A Resolution to Use up to $100,000 from the Property 
Development Fund to Provide Utility Connection Stubs to Residentially Zoned 
Borough Property Lines to Preprae the Lots for Future Sale 

If adopted, Resolution #2023-09 will authorize the Borough to use up to $100,000 from 
the Property Development Fund to install utility connection stubs to Borough-owned 
lots located at 1200 Lake Street, 200 Aaslaug Street, and to parcel #01.003.515 on 
Sandy Beach Road in preparation for future sale. 

B. Solid Waste Contract Proposal 
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The Borough's solid waste contract with Republic Services expires on August 31, 
2023.  Public Works Director Cotta received two quotes to provide the Borough with 
solid waste transport and disposal, with the most affordable quote coming from 
Republic Services as a 2-year renewal of the existing agreement at a cost of $172.86 
per ton for the first year.  Please see Director Cotta's memo, attached, for more details 
on the proposed renewal.   

Director Cotta recommends moving forward with the 2-year renewal, with an optional 
3rd year at the Borough's discretion. 

C. Department Head Longevity Pay 

The Assembly recently approved a new Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) with 
the Borough's largest union, the Petersburg Municipal Employees Association.  The 
new CBA includes a longevity pay schedule for employees to encourage continued 
employment in order to keep valuable institutional knowledge gained over time which 
is advantagous to the Borough, and to keep employee wages competitive with the job 
market.  The longevity pay schedule is accrued as a varying percentage increase for 
every 4 years of continuous uninterrupted employment to 20 years, then every 5 years 
to 30 years, where longevity pay is capped.  The longevity pay schedule is as follows: 

Date of Accrual   % Increase 
4 year anniversary         3% 
8 year anniversary         3% 
12 year anniversary         3% 
16 year anniversary         4% 
20 year anniversary         4% 
25 year anniversary         5% 
30 year anniversary         5% 
 
The Borough would like to apply the same longevity schedule to its 14 Department 
Heads at a cost of approximately $139,000 and requests Assembly approval to do so.
 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since June 29, 2023 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Petersburg's Sea Plane Float 

Petersburg's State-owned Sea Plane Float is deteriorating and it appears the State is 
not planning to perform maintenance on the facility.  Manager Giesbrecht has been 
speaking with ADOT officials, who would like to transfer ownership of the facility to the 
Borough. 

B. High School Scholarship Program for Trades 

Manager Giesbrecht has contemplated a scholarship program subsidised by the 
Borough for high school students wanting to attend a trade school and return to 
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Petersburg to work in the trade for which they were trained.  Petersburg is short on 
plumbers, contractors, electricians, etc., and the scholarship program may help rectify 
the issue. 

C. Assembly Member Comments 

D. Recognitions 

18. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, July 03, 2023 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Vice Mayor Lynn called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Vice Mayor Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Assembly Member Donna Marsh 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Assembly Member Scott Newman 
 
EXCUSED 
Mayor Mark Jensen 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. June 19, 2023 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

The June 19, 2023 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

5. Public Hearings 
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A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2023-11:  An Ordinance Amending the Official 
Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Portions of 
the Airport Addition Subdivision and Thirteenth Street Relocation Subdivision to 
Public Use (PU) 

Phil Hofstetter, Cindi Lagoudakis, Heather Conn, Mary Clemens and Jennifer Bryner 
spoke in support of Ordinance #2023-11. 

Harold Medalen spoke in opposition of Ordinance #2023-11. 

6. Bid Awards 

A bid award for the Community Center Sewer Project is on the agenda under New 
Business - Item 15A, as Resolution #2023-08. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

No views were shared. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

Harold Medalen spoke in opposition of building a new hospital and asked the Assembly to 
take the subject to the voters. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

There were no reports. 

10. Consent Agenda 

A. The Bottle Shop Liquor License Renewal 

The Assembly unanimously supported The Bottle Shop's package store liquor license 
renewal. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter reported on Medical Center activites and Home Health 
Coordinator Kirsten Rioux-Testoni explained the plan for an Adult Day Program at the 
Mountain View Manor dining hall in the future. 
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B. Southeast Alaska Power Agency Report 

Assembly and SEAPA Board Member Lynn gave a report on the June, 2023 SEAPA 
board meeting. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. July 3, 2023 Mayor's Report 

Vice Mayor Lynn read the Mayor's Report into the record. 

13. Manager's Report 

A. July 3, 2023 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2023-11:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Portions of the Airport 
Addition Subdivisioin and Thirteenth Street Relocation Subdivision to Public 
Use (PU) 

By a vote of 5-1, the Assembly approved Ordinance #2023-11 in its second reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Kensinger, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Meucci. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Newman 

Voting Nay: Assembly Member Marsh 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution #2023-08:  A Resolution for Bid Award Authorization for the 
Community Center Sewer Line Project and Increase in Budget 

Resolution #2023-08 was unanimously approved.  

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Marsh. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

B. Petersburg Medical Center Appeal of Planning Commission Decision 

The Assembly approved to hold a full hearing on the appeal at the regular Assembly 
meeting on July 17, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

C. Appointment of Acting Borough Manager 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved Borough Clerk Thompson as 
Acting Borough Manager during Manager Giesbrecht's vacation in August. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Newman. 

Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since June 15, 2023 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

Assembly Member Kensinger thanked everyone who took part in the Petersburg 
Housing Needs Assessment survey. 

B. Recognitions 

Assembly Member Meucci thanked Parks & Recreation for providing preschool swim 
lessons. 

18.  Executive Session 

 The Assembly adjourned to Executive Session at 1:23 p.m. to discuss the status of 
negotiations with the Petersburg Municipal Employees Association (PMEA) and the status 
of and strategy for upcoming negotiations with the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW). 

 Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Marsh. 

 Voting Yea:  Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

 The Assembly exited Executive Session at 2:30 p.m. 
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19.  Ratification of the Petersburg Municipal Employees Association Collective 
Bargaining Agreement for July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026 

 The Assembly unanimously approved ratification of the new PMEA Collective Bargaining 
Agreement. 

 Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger. 

 Voting Yea:  Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 

20. Adjourn 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 2:33 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Marsh. 

 Voting Yea:  Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Newman 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
July 17, 2023 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 
1. Filing for Candidacy for the October 3, 2023 Municipal Election:  The 

filing period to run for an Assembly, Board or Commission seat for the 

Petersburg Borough begins on Tuesday, July 25 and ends at 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 22, 2023.  Paperwork to file for candidacy will be available 

on the Borough website or at the Clerk’s office on July 25, 2023.  Please 
consider serving our community by running for one of the 20 seats up for 
election. 

 
Assembly       2 seats 

School Board     1 seat 
Hospital Board     3 seats 
Planning Commission     3 seats 

Harbor Advisory Board    3 seats 
Library Board     3 seats 

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board  3 seats 
Public Safety Advisory Board   2 seats 

 

 
For more information, contact Clerk Thompson at 907-772-5405 or 

dthompson@petersburgak.gov. 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2023-11 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FOR SERVICE AREA 1 OF 
THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH TO REZONE PORTIONS OF THE AIRPORT ADDITION 

SUBDIVISION AND THIRTEENTH STREET RELOCATION  
SUBDIVISION TO PUBLIC USE (PU) 

 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough owns parcels of land, described as follows: 
 
Lots 2 and 9 thru 12, inclusive, Block 240; Lots 1 thru 10, inclusive, Block 299; Lots 1 
thru 17 and Green Belt, Block 300, and Lots 9 thru 17, inclusive, Block 301, Airport 
Addition to Petersburg, according to Plat No. 77-2, and Lot 18A, Thirteenth Street 
Relocation Subdivision, according to Plat No. 94-6  
 
;and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcels are currently zoned Single-family Residential (SFR-1), 

Commercial-1 (C-1), Multi-family Residential (MFR), and Open Space – Recreation (OS-R); 
and 

 
WHEREAS, on April 17, 2023, the Petersburg Borough Assembly adopted Resolution 

2023-04 dedicating the subject property for use by the Hospital Board for a new facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly approved submission of an application 

by the Petersburg Medical Center for a zoning change of the subject parcel, under PMC 19.84 
.020(B); and 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 19.84 of the Petersburg Municipal Code (Service Area 1) 

provides for zoning amendments whenever the public necessity, convenience or general 
welfare requires; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing on the 

proposed rezone on June 13, 2023, and considered and reviewed applicant materials, 
public comments and testimony, and staff report; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 3-3 with one abstention to recommend 

rezoning the parcels to Public Use (PU); and 

 
WHEREAS, Borough Charter Section 3.01(K) and Section 1.12.010(G) of the 

Municipal Code require amendments to the official zoning map be enacted by ordinance. 
 

THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 
 
Section 1. Classification. This Ordinance is of a general and permanent nature but will not 
be codified in the Municipal Code. 

 
Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend the Official Zoning Map 
for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough. 
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Section 3. Substantive Provisions.  The Official Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the 
Petersburg Borough, codified and referenced in Section 19.08.020 in the Municipal Code, 
is hereby amended for the property described as: Lots 2 and 9 thru 12, inclusive, Block 240; 
Lots 1 thru 10, inclusive, Block 299; Lots 1 thru 17 and Green Belt, Block 300, and Lots 9 thru 
17, inclusive, Block 301, Airport Addition to Petersburg, according to Plat No. 77-2, and Lot 
18A, Thirteenth Street Relocation Subdivision, according to Plat No. 94-6 to Public Use (PU). 

 
Section 4. Where Record to be Maintained. This non-Code ordinance, and the enactment 
of the zoning amendment referenced under Section 3 of this ordinance, shall be maintained with 
the zoning records of the Borough. 
 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance will take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Assembly of the Petersburg Borough, Alaska this ____ 
day of ______________ 2023. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 

Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
 

Adopted: 
Published:  
Effective:   
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION #2023-09 

 
 

A RESOLUTION TO USE UP TO $100,000 FROM THE PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT FUND TO 
PROVIDE UTILITY CONNECTION STUBS TO RESIDENTIALLY ZONED BOROUGH PROPERTY 

LINES TO PREPARE THE LOTS FOR FUTURE SALE 
 

 WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough is currently experiencing a housing shortage for new and current 
Borough residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough appointed a Housing Task Force to research the subject and 

bring forward ideas the Borough can act on to provide needed housing; and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly, at their February 6, 2023 meeting, unanimously voted 

for Manager Giesbrecht to instruct the Borough’s Utility Director to identify any existing Borough-owned lots 

that can be easily connected to water, sewer and electric services and bring them forward to the Assembly to 

consider offering for public sale; and 

WHEREAS, Utility Director Hagerman identified the following Borough lots with estimated costs to 

provide utility connections in preparation for future sale: 

 1200 Lake Street    $24,000 
 200 Aaslaug Street    $27,000 
 Sandy Beach Road Parcel #01.003.515 $22,000 
       $73,000 estimated total costs 
 
WHEREAS, actual costs to provide these utility connection stubs will be added to the assessed value 

of the property to determine the selling price of each lot; and  
 
WHEREAS, Director Hagerman also noted Borough property located at 1016 Sandy Beach Road, 

which has existing water and sewer service at the property line, that Community Development Director 
Cabrera recommends to rezone from Rural Residential (R-R) to Single Family Residential (S-F) to fit better in 
the neighborhood and in preparation for future sale; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s Property Development Fund currently has $295,075 in available, 

unencumbered funds. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Petersburg Borough Assembly approves to use up to 

$100,000 from the Property Development Fund to provide utility connection stubs to residentially zoned 

Borough property lines located at 1200 Lake Street, 200 Aaslaug Street and Parcel #01.003.515 on Sandy 

Beach Road to prepare the lots for future sale. 

 
Passed and Approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on July 17, 2023. 
 
       
   

                                  _________________________________ 
              Bob Lynn, Vice Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM  

 

TO: STEVE GIESBRECHT, BOROUGH MANAGER 

FROM: KARL HAGERMAN, UTILITY DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: COST ESTIMATES FOR CERTAIN VACANT BOROUGH LOTS 

DATE: 7/12/2023 

CC: JODY TOW, FINANCE DIRECTOR 

 CHRIS COTTA, PUBLIC WORK DIRECTOR 

 DEBRA THOMPSON, BOROUGH CLERK 

 LIZ CABRERA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

 DAVE KENSINGER, ASSEMBLY/HOUSING TASK FORCE CHAIR 

 

 

Please see below for cost estimates to extend water and sewer service from existing mains to the property 

lines of certain Borough owned, but unserved, properties.   The estimates were developed with the thought 

of using Public Works Street’s crew to perform the work, but with the contingency amount it would be 

likely that one of the local contractors could perform this work within the recommended budget.  No quotes 

were sought from local contractors prior to development of these estimates. 

 

 

 

1200 Lake Street:   Install 33' of 8" C900 from manhole at Lake and Galveston.  Install 24' of 6" C900 

service lateral with cleanout at property line.   Install 27' of 3/4" water service with curb stop. 

 

Sewer Material costs:  approximately $3000 (8" & 6" C900, service tee, cleanout wye 

and cap, shot rock foundation, D-1 bedding and surface course) 

Water Material costs:  approximately $1400 (3/4" copper, curb stop, valve box, service 

saddle, corp stop, shot rock foundation, D-1 bedding and surface course) 

Labor costs:  3 days x 5 man crew.  24 hrs x $263.43 = $6,322     

Equipment costs:   Excavator 24 hrs x $150 = $3600.  End dump  24 hrs x $100 x 2 = 

$4800  Total equipment = $8400. 

 

Grand total 1200 Lake Street = $19,122 

Add contingency of 25% to arrive at budget estimate of $23,902.  rounded up to $24,000. 

 

 

 

200 Aaslaug Street:  Sawcut chip seal, install 39’ of sewer lateral with cleanout, patch sawcut with 

concrete, install 12’ of ¾” water service with curb stop.  This lot should incorporate the adjacent 7th St right 

of way.  Vacation of that ROW would be channeled through P&Z and the Assembly. 

 

Sewer materials:  $3235 (similar materials to Lake Street but added concrete road patch) 

Water materials:  $885  (similar materials to Lake Street) 

Labor:  4 days = $8430  (added day for concrete road patching) 

Equipment:  3 days excavator and end dumps = $8400 

 

Grand Total for 200 Aaslaug Street lot = $20,949     

Add contingency of 25% to arrive at budget estimate of $26,186  -rounded up to $27,000. 
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Sandy Beach Road (parcel 01003515 next to Hungry Point Trail terminus):  Clear and grub end of trail to 

property line. Install 26’ of 6” C900 sewer lateral with cleanout from 8x8x6 wye.  Install 8’ of water 

service line with curb stop.  

 

Sewer materials:  $1700 (similar to Lake Street materials) 

Water materials:  $600 (similar to Lake Street materials) 

Labor:  3 days = $6322 

Equipment:  3 days excavator and trucks = $8400. 

 

Grand Total for lot 010003515 = $17,022 

Add contingency of 25% to arrive at budget estimate of $21,277     round up to $22,000. 

 

 

 

Estimate Summary 

 

1200 Lake Street   $24,000 

200 Aaslaug Street  $27,000 

Sandy Beach Lot   $22,000 

 

Total    $73,000 

 

 

 

These numbers should be considered to be a Rough Order of Magnitude.   

 

 

 

Additional considerations: 

 

1016 Sandy Beach Road is a large lot that has existing water and sewer service at the property line.   

However it is zoned rural residential and the Community Development Director has recommended that if 

this lot were considered for sale by the Assembly, it should be rezoned to single family residential in order 

to fit better in the neighborhood. 

 

Please let me know if there are any questions.  Thank you. 
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