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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, October 04, 2021 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
 

When: Oct 4, 2021 12:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: October 4, 2021 Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/86470855714?pwd=OElweXhaWjVHTk5NSHFJVXVTeHFPQT09 
Passcode: 177752 

Or Telephone: 
    Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 720 707 2699  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 646 558 8656  or 
+1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  
Webinar ID: 864 7085 5714 
Passcode: 177752 
    
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes September 20, 2021 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Bid Awards 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 
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9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

10. Consent Agenda 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. SEAPA Update 

Utility Director Hagerman and Assembly/SEAPA Board Member Lynn will provide an 
update on SEAPA activities. 

B. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter will provide an update on the Medical Center. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. October 4, 2021 Mayor's Report 

13. Manager's Report 

A. October 4, 2021 Manager's Report 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-16:  An Ordinance Amending Chapters 9.16, 14.04, 14.08, 14.12, 
and 14.16 of the Municipal Code to Authorize Creation and Recording of a Lien 
in Favor of the Borough in Order to Secure Payment of Delinquent Fees, Costs 
and Expenses - Third and Final Reading 

If adopted, Ordinance #2021-16 will authorize the Borough to place liens on real 
property to secure past due utility fees, costs incurred by the municipality in the 
abatement of an unsafe or dangerous building, and other fees and charges provided 
for by ordinance.  Ordinance #2021-16 was unanimously approved in its first and 
second readings. 

15. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-15:  An Ordinance Updating Chapter 9.04 of the Municipal 
Code, Entitled "Disease Control", to Update Language and Reflect Borough 
Incorporation - First Reading 

The purpose of Ordinance #2021-15 is to 1) move the chapter into borough code; 2) 
amend or remove antiquated language; 3) delete duties that have historically not been 
performed by the local health officer; 4) delete the health officer's power to compel 
vaccinations, currently provided for in section 9.04.040; 5) add language to ensure that 
actions of the health officer under 9.04.020 (A) and (B) are taken only under the 
direction of either the borough manager or the borough assembly; 6) include a new 
section 9.04.040 that outlines the required substance of health officer directives, to 
ensure that directives are factually based, designed to be as least restrictive as 
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possible, and are in the best interests of public health; and 7) provide a fine in the 
event of violation of a directive (new section 9.04.050). 

B. Ordinance #2021-17:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.12 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Sanitation" 

Ordinance #2021-17, if adopted, will 1) add provisions to address concerns regarding 
bears accessing refuse containers located in residential neighborhoods, including 
establishment of a fine for noncompliance; 2) change collection of recyclables from 
once per week to once every two weeks; 3) add a section to address the disposal of 
vehicles; and 4) update collection and on-site disposal rates. 

C. Airport COVID Testing Contract Extension 

The State of Alaska is requesting an extension of the Airport COVID Testing contract 
for an additional $1,222,750.00 for services performed October 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2022. 

D. Approval of Letter to the Petersburg Ranger District Regarding Improvements to 
Raven's Roost Trail & Cabin 

 
The Parks & Recreation Advisory Board requests the Assembly join them in a letter 
drafted to the Petersburg Ranger District expressing thanks for the improvements to 
the Raven's Roost Trail and Cabin. 
 

E. Approval of Election Officials 
 

Clerk Thompson requests approval of the following Borough residents to serve as 
Election Officials during the Municipal Election on October 5, 2021: 
 
Liz Bacom 
Tim Chittenden 
Sue Flint 
Janice Kvernvik 

16. Communications 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Transboundary Salmon Rivers 

Assembly Member Meucci requested this discussion item.  The Southeast Alaska 
Indigenous Transboundary Commission and Salmon Beyond Borders request the 
Assembly sign on to their "The Rivers That Feed Us" Resolution. 

B. Assembly Member Comments 

C. Recognitions 

18. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, September 20, 2021 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Assembly Member Taylor Norheim 
 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes September 7, 2021 

The September 7, 2021 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member Meucci. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Norheim 
 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was unanimously approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Norheim 
 

4

Item 3A.



 

 P a g e  | 2 

5. Public Hearings 

A. Ordinance #2021-16: An Ordinance Amending Chapters 9.16, 14.04, 14.08, 14.12, 
and 14.16 of the Municipal Code to Authorize Creation and Recording of a Lien 
in Favor of the Borough in Order to Secure Payment of Delinquent Fees, Costs 
and Expenses - Public Hearing 

No testimony was given. 

6. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

No views were shared. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

Huhnkie Lee spoke to the Assembly stating he is running for US Senate as an 
independent Alaskan in 2022. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

No reports were given. 

10. Consent Agenda 

There were no Consent Agenda items. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Election Report 2021 

Clerk Thompson presented her Election Report to the Assembly and requested 
approval of 17 Borough residents to serve as Election Officials.  The Assembly 
unanimously approved the list of those willing to serve. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Norheim 
 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. September 20, 2021 Mayor's Report 
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Mayor Jensen read his report into the record and added that he will not be available to 
attend the November 1, 2021 Assembly meeting. 

13. Manager's Report 

A. September 20, 2021 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-13: An Ordinance Amending Section 3.08.080 of the Municipal 
Code, Entitled "Quorum and Voting Requirements", To Allow Assembly Member 
Participation by Teleconference to be Counted for Purposes of Determining a 
Quorum - Third and Final Reading 

Ordinance #2021-13 was approved in its third and final reading by a vote of 5-2, Mayor 
Jensen and Assembly Member Lynn opposed. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member Kensinger, Vice Mayor 
Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member Norheim 
Voting Nay: Assembly Member Lynn, Mayor Jensen 
 

B. Ordinance #2021-16: An Ordinance Amending Chapters 9.16, 14.04, 14.08, 14.12, 
and 14.16 of the Municipal Code to Authorize Creation and Recording of a Lien 
in Favor of the Borough in Order to Secure Payment of Delinquent Fees, Costs 
and Expenses - Second Reading 

The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #2021-16 in its second reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Norheim 
 

15. New Business 

A. Entrance Island Dock, Kupreanof Dock and Papke's Dock 

A motion to direct Manager Giesbrecht to begin discussions with the State DOT about 
ownership of the Entrance Island dock, the Kupreanof dock and Papke's Landing dock 
was amended to authorize Manager Giesbrecht to open up discussion with Alaska 
DNR and any other agencies regarding the process of the Borough obtaining 
ownership of the Papke's Landing dock, ramps and parking lot areas.  The motion, as 
amended, was approved by a vote of 6-1, Mayor Jensen opposed. 
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Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Assembly Member 
Norheim 
Voting Nay: Mayor Jensen 
 

B. Manager Giesbrecht's 2021 Performance Evaluation 

Manager Giesbrecht's 2021 Performance Evaluation was unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Norheim 
 

16. Communications 

No communications were received. 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

Assembly Member Kensinger gave a report on his attendance and discussions at the 
Southeast Conference Annual Meeting.  He shared that someone from Alaskans for 
Better Elections may come to town this fall/winter to educate our residents on the 
State's new ranked voting system. 

Assembly Member Tremblay spoke about a recent press release which notified of 8 
new active COVID cases in our community that are most likely caused from 
community spread.  She reminded of PMC's post contact and asymptomatic COVID 
testing scheduling. 

Assembly Member Stanton Gregor was wearing his "I Voted" sticker and encouraged 
everyone to vote either absentee or in person on election day to exercise our duty in 
democracy. 

Assembly Member Lynn shared that we are fortunate in Southeast Alaska with COVID 
testing opportunities.  He just returned from Canada - had no problem testing to cross 
the border going North but coming back into Alaska from Canada there were only two 
places to go for testing.  He stated he is very thankful for Petersburg Medical Center 
and what they have offered our community. 

Assembly Member Norheim commented that he looks forward to the Alaskans for 
Better Elections presentation and stated that maybe Petersburg will adopt ranked 
voting in the future. 

7

Item 3A.



 

 P a g e  | 5 

B. Recognitions 

There were no recognitions. 

18. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen, 
Assembly Member Norheim 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
October 4, 2021 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 

1. October Election: The Municipal Election will be held tomorrow, 
October 5, 2021, in the Community Gym from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

For more information, please contact Clerk Thompson at 

dthompson@petersburgak.gov or 772-5405.  
 

2. Domestic Violence Awareness Month Proclamation:  Mayor 
Jensen proclaims October, 2021 as Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month and October 21, 2021 as Wear Purple Thursday. 
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MAYORAL PROCLAMATION 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
OCTOBER 2021 

 
 

The Petersburg Borough, in recognition of the critical work being done by domestic violence 
victim advocates and allies, encourage all citizens to actively engage in the scheduled Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month activities in October organized by Working Against Violence for 
Everyone (WAVE) and other national organizations who are working towards the eradication of 
domestic violence. 
 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month is nationally recognized each October to generate 
awareness of violence and to promote taking action. 
 
More prevalent than most realize, one in four women and one in seven men will experience 
domestic violence in their lifetimes. Anyone, regardless of gender, race, sexual identity or 
orientation, or socio-economic status, can become a victim of domestic violence. This year’s 
campaign theme, #Every1KnowsSome1, strives to highlight how common domestic violence is 
and that it is more than physical violence. 
 
Petersburg joins with others across the state of Alaska and nationwide in supporting domestic 
violence victims and survivors, the advocates and organizations who serve them, and holding 
offenders accountable in the Petersburg Borough. 
 
Therefore, I, Mark Jensen, Mayor of Petersburg Borough, hereby proclaim October 2021 as 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month and October 21, 2021 as Wear Purple Thursday. 
 
 
 

Proclaimed this 4th day of October, 2021 
 

 
_________________________________ 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE #2021-16 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTERS 9.16, 14.04, 14.08, 14.12, and 14.16 

OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE TO AUTHORIZE CREATION AND RECORDING 

OF A LIEN IN FAVOR OF THE BOROUGH IN ORDER TO SECURE PAYMENT 

OF DELINQUENT FEES, COSTS AND EXPENSES 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Legislature passed, and the Governor signed into law, amendments to 

AS 09.45.169, AS 29.35.010, and AS 34.35.950 to authorize the creation, recording, and notice 

of a lien on real property to secure past due utility fees, costs incurred by the municipality in the 

abatement of an unsafe or dangerous building, and other fees and charges provided for by 

ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Assembly wishes to create such liens to allow for the recovery of the costs and 

expenses incurred by the Borough in abatement of nuisances, and in the provision of utility 

services.  

THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ASSEMBLY ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Classification: This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and shall be 

codified in the Petersburg Municipal Code.  

Section 2. Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to create liens to secure the payment of 

borough fees, costs and expenses under PMC 9.16, 14.04, 14.08, 14.12 and 14.16.  

Section 3. Substantive Provisions:  

A. Chapter 9.16 (Nuisances) of the Petersburg Borough Municipal Code is amended by 

adding a new section 9.16.105, entitled Lien, to read as follows: 

9.16.105 - Lien. 

A. The costs and expenses incurred by the borough under PMC 9.16.100 shall 

constitute a lien in favor of the borough upon the real property where the nuisance is or 

was located. 

B. The lien imposed by this section arises and attaches at such time as payment 

becomes delinquent and continues until the entire amount due is satisfied.  

C. A notice of lien may be recorded in the Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial 

District, State of Alaska. If recorded, a copy of the notice of lien shall be mailed to the 

last known address of the property owner of record.  

D. Fees for the administrative cost of filing and releasing a notice of lien shall be:  

 1. Filing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee; and 

 2. Releasing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee.  

E. An action to foreclose a lien created by this section shall be commenced and pursued 

in the manner provided for the foreclosure of liens under state law. 
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F. Except as otherwise provided by state law, upon recordation, the lien has priority over 

any other liens except for: 

 1. liens for property taxes, special assessments, and sales and use taxes; 

 2. liens that were perfected before the recording of the lien under this 

paragraph; 

 3. liens that, under state law, are prior, paramount, and superior to all other 

liens; and 

 4. mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens for which claims of lien under AS 

34.35.070 or notices of right to lien under AS 34.35.064 have been recorded before the 

recording of the lien. 

G. The creation and enforcement of the lien hereunder is a cumulative remedy and shall 

be in addition to all other remedies available to the borough permitted by law. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

B. Chapter 14.04 (Water Utility) of the Petersburg Borough Municipal Code is amended by 

adding a new section 14.04.455, entitled Lien, to read as follows: 

14.04.455 - Lien. 

A. The fees and other charges imposed under this Chapter, including without limitation 

monthly service fees, commodity charges, disconnect and reconnect fees and interest, 

shall constitute a lien in favor of the borough upon the real property to which service is 

provided. 

B. The lien imposed by this section arises and attaches at such time as payment 

becomes delinquent and continues until the entire amount due is satisfied.  

C. A notice of lien may be recorded in the Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial 

District, State of Alaska. If recorded, a copy of the notice of lien shall be mailed to the 

last known address of the account holder of record, and the property owner of record if 

not the same as the account holder.  

D. Fees for the administrative cost of filing and releasing a notice of lien shall be:  

 1. Filing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee; and 

 2. Releasing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee.  

E. An action to foreclose a lien created by this section shall be commenced and pursued 

in the manner provided for the foreclosure of liens under state law. 

F. Except as otherwise provided by state law, upon recordation, the lien has priority over 

any other liens except for: 

 1. liens for property taxes, special assessments, and sales and use taxes; 

 2. liens that were perfected before the recording of the lien under this 

paragraph; 
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 3. liens that, under state law, are prior, paramount, and superior to all other 

liens; and 

 4. mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens for which claims of lien under AS 

34.35.070 or notices of right to lien under AS 34.35.064 have been recorded before the 

recording of the lien. 

G. The creation and enforcement of the lien hereunder is a cumulative remedy and shall 

be in addition to all other remedies available to the borough permitted by law. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

C. Chapter 14.08 (Sewer Utility) of the Petersburg Borough Municipal Code is amended by 

adding a new section 14.08.365, entitled Lien, to read as follows: 

14.08.365 - Lien. 

A. The fees and other charges imposed under this Chapter, including without limitation 

monthly service charges, commodity charges, disconnect and reconnect fees and 

interest, shall constitute a lien in favor of the borough upon the real property to which 

service is provided. 

B. The lien imposed by this section arises and attaches at such time as payment 

becomes delinquent and continues until the entire amount due is satisfied.  

C. A notice of lien may be recorded in the Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial 

District, State of Alaska. If recorded, a copy of the notice of lien shall be mailed to the 

last known address of the account holder of record, and the property owner of record if 

not the same as the account holder.  

D. Fees for the administrative cost of filing and releasing a notice of lien shall be:  

 1. Filing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee; and 

 2. Releasing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee.  

E. An action to foreclose a lien created by this section shall be commenced and pursued 

in the manner provided for the foreclosure of liens under state law. 

F. Except as otherwise provided by state law, upon recordation, the lien has priority over 

any other liens except for: 

 1. liens for property taxes, special assessments, and sales and use taxes; 

 2. liens that were perfected before the recording of the lien under this 

paragraph; 

 3. liens that, under state law, are prior, paramount, and superior to all other 

liens; and 

 4. mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens for which claims of lien under AS 

34.35.070 or notices of right to lien under AS 34.35.064 have been recorded before the 

recording of the lien. 
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G. The creation and enforcement of the lien hereunder is a cumulative remedy and shall 

be in addition to all other remedies available to the borough permitted by law. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

D. Chapter 14.12 (Sanitation) of the Petersburg Borough Municipal Code is amended by 

adding a new section 14.12.185, entitled Lien, to read as follows: 

14.12.185 - Lien. 

A. The fees and other charges imposed under this Chapter, including without limitation 

monthly collection rates, pack-out, return call and extra refuse service fees, and interest, 

shall constitute a lien in favor of the borough upon the real property to which service is 

provided. 

B. The lien imposed by this section arises and attaches at such time as payment 

becomes delinquent and continues until the entire amount due is satisfied.  

C. A notice of lien may be recorded in the Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial 

District, State of Alaska. If recorded, a copy of the notice of lien shall be mailed to the 

last known address of the account holder of record, and the property owner of record if 

not the same as the account holder.  

D. Fees for the administrative cost of filing and releasing a notice of lien shall be:  

 1. Filing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee; and 

 2. Releasing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee.  

E. An action to foreclose a lien created by this section shall be commenced and pursued 

in the manner provided for the foreclosure of liens under state law. 

F. Except as otherwise provided by state law, upon recordation, the lien has priority over 

any other liens except for: 

 1. liens for property taxes, special assessments, and sales and use taxes; 

 2. liens that were perfected before the recording of the lien under this 

paragraph; 

 3. liens that, under state law, are prior, paramount, and superior to all other 

liens; and 

 4. mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens for which claims of lien under AS 

34.35.070 or notices of right to lien under AS 34.35.064 have been recorded before the 

recording of the lien. 

G. The creation and enforcement of the lien hereunder is a cumulative remedy and shall 

be in addition to all other remedies available to the borough permitted by law. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

E. Chapter 14.16 (Electric Utility) of the Petersburg Borough Municipal Code is amended by 

adding a new section 14.16.765, entitled Lien, to read as follows: 
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14.16.765 - Lien. 

A. The fees and other charges imposed under this Chapter, including without limitation 

customer, energy and demand charges, disconnect and reconnect fees, and interest, 

shall constitute a lien in favor of the borough upon the real property to which service is 

provided. 

B. The lien imposed by this section arises and attaches at such time as payment 

becomes delinquent and continues until the entire amount due is satisfied.  

C. A notice of lien may be recorded in the Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial 

District, State of Alaska. If recorded, a copy of the notice of lien shall be mailed to the 

last known address of the account holder of record, and the property owner of record if 

not the same as the account holder.  

D. Fees for the administrative cost of filing and releasing a notice of lien shall be:  

 1. Filing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee; and 

 2. Releasing of notice of lien: Fifty Dollars ($50) plus recorder's filing fee.  

E. An action to foreclose a lien created by this section shall be commenced and pursued 

in the manner provided for the foreclosure of liens under state law. 

F. Except as otherwise provided by state law, upon recordation, the lien has priority over 

any other liens except for: 

 1. liens for property taxes, special assessments, and sales and use taxes; 

 2. liens that were perfected before the recording of the lien under this 

paragraph; 

 3. liens that, under state law, are prior, paramount, and superior to all other 

liens; and 

 4. mechanics’ and materialmen’s liens for which claims of lien under AS 

34.35.070 or notices of right to lien under AS 34.35.064 have been recorded before the 

recording of the lien. 

G. The creation and enforcement of the lien hereunder is a cumulative remedy and shall 

be in addition to all other remedies available to the borough permitted by law. 

 

Section 4.  Severability:  If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person or 

circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to other 

persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 

 

Section 5.  Effective Date:  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final 

passage. 
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Passed and approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg, Alaska this 

______ day of _____________ 2021. 

 

       ________________________________ 
       Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk   
 
 

Adopted:   
Noticed:   

Effective:   
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         2021 AK-BC RESOLUTION FINAL 1 

 

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT  

FOR A PERMANENT BAN ON TAILINGS DAMS AND FOR A TEMPORARY HALT TO THE  

PERMITTING, EXPLORATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND EXPANSION OF CANADIAN MINES  

ALONG ALASKA-BRITISH COLUMBIA TRANSBOUNDARY SALMON RIVERS  

UNTIL THE UNITED STATES-CANADA BOUNDARY WATERS TREATY OF 1909 AND  

THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ARE UPHELD AND AN  

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON WATERSHED PROTECTIONS IS IMPLEMENTED 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 was signed to prevent and resolve disputes over 

the use of shared waters between the United States (U.S.) and Canada, declaring in Article IV 

that, “it is further agreed that the waters herein defined as boundary waters and waters flowing 

across the boundary shall not be polluted on either side to the injury of health or property on the 
other;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the Alaska-British Columbia (B.C.) Memorandum of Understanding and associated 

Statement of Cooperation on Protection of Transboundary Waters signed by the State of Alaska 

and the Province of B.C. in 2015 are important, but cannot provide binding, enforceable 
protections for the residents, rivers, and watersheds of the Alaska-B.C. transboundary region; and 

 

WHEREAS, inadequately regulated Canadian hard rock mines in Northwest B.C., most of which 

are large-scale and open-pit, are occurring in known acid-generating ore bodies near the 

transboundary Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers shared with Southeast Alaska, producing massive 
tailings dams that have to store toxic waste forever, expansive waste rock storage facilities, the 

need for perpetual water treatment, roads, and other infrastructure, as well as threatening (both 

in the short term and on geological timescales) the productivity and ecological health of these 
watersheds through cumulative impacts, contamination, habitat destruction, and/or possible 

catastrophic failures; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers are of tremendous and unique cultural, ecological, 

subsistence, economic, and recreational value as Indigenous people from several Nations have 
stewarded the Alaska-B.C. transboundary region since time immemorial and this region is now 

home to nearly 80,000 people in dozens of communities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Southeast Alaska Indigenous Transboundary Commission - a consortium of fifteen 

federally recognized Tribes in Southeast Alaska - in 2018  submitted a petition to the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights, asserting that Canada has violated their human rights 
by failing to prevent foreseeable harms from hard rock mines in B.C., and on March 31, 2021 sent 

a request to B.C. Premier Horgan for a pause in the permitting of B.C. mining projects in Alaska-

B.C. transboundary watersheds until an agreement is made regarding Alaska Tribal participation 
in ongoing permit decisions pursuant to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP); and 

 

WHEREAS, the clean water and intact habitat of Alaska-B.C. transboundary watersheds are 

historically some of the most productive wild salmon rivers on the entire west coast of North 

America, with the Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers alone contributing nearly $50 million in 

economic activity, $34 million in direct spending, over 400 jobs and almost $20 million in labor 
income towards Southeast Alaska’s annual multi-billion dollar fishing and visitor industries; and 

 

WHEREAS, the leaching of heavy metals to groundwater and sediment from mining can 

contaminate freshwater systems for decades, preventing recovery of fish populations many 
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years after the cessation of mining activity and posing a risk to human health, and  B.C.’s 

Tulsequah Chief mine in the Taku River watershed has been abandoned and leaching acid 

mine drainage since 1957; and 
 

WHEREAS, B.C.’s environmental assessment process does not set legal requirements or standards 

for assessing cumulative effects of existing and proposed development, and B.C.’s open-pit Red 

Chris mine has been operating at the headwaters of the Stikine River since 2015, the entire 

riparian corridor of the Iskut River, the largest tributary of the Stikine River, is staked with B.C. 
mineral claims, B.C.’s Kerr-Sulphurets-Mitchell project (KSM), if built as proposed in the Unuk-Nass 

River watersheds, would be the largest open-pit mine in Canada and one of the largest in the 

world, and more than half of the B.C. portion of the Unuk watershed is staked with mineral 
claims; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers are experiencing a decline in wild salmon 

populations, resulting in the Alaska Department of Fish and Game listing Chinook salmon in the 

Unuk River as a Stock of Concern in 2017 and will soon list Chinook salmon in the Taku and Stikine 
Rivers as Stocks of Concern; and  

 

WHEREAS, on June 30, 2021, Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans eliminated 60% of its 

commercial salmon fleet in B.C. due to poor returns and declining populations - some near 90% 

declines - resulting in the largest set of commercial salmon fishery closures in B.C. history, while 

simultaneously B.C. continues to permit industrialization of the headwaters (spawning and 
rearing grounds) of some of its largest salmon producing systems; and  
 

WHEREAS, the risk of natural forces such as extreme precipitation events and landslides, which 

are becoming more common due to climate change, add further instability to the mining 

infrastructure and could trigger catastrophic failure of the tailings waste dams and thereby 
release contaminants into the Taku, Stikine, and Unuk waterbodies and are inadequately 

addressed in B.C. mine operations designs; and  

 

WHEREAS, following B.C.’s Mount Polley mine disaster in 2014 an expert panel appointed by the 

B.C. government found that if mining companies continue their business-as-usual operations the 
province could face an average of two dam failures every ten years and the same expert panel 

reported there are 123 active tailings dams in B.C.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Auditor General of B.C., in her report issued on May 3, 2016, found that the B.C. 

Ministry of Energy and Mines and Ministry of the Environment's "compliance and enforcement 
activities of the mining sector are inadequate to protect the province from significant 

environmental risks", and according to a 2017 report by the United Nations Environment 

Programme, Canada has the world’s second-worst record for mine tailings spills after China, with 
seven incidents reported in the previous decade; and  

 

WHEREAS, the June 2021 Audit of Code Requirements for Tailings Storage Facilities by B.C.’s Mine 

Audits and Effectiveness Unit, has found provincial mining code changes developed after the 

Mount Polley disaster lack the definition needed to ensure compliance, verification and 

enforcement--which means communities and the environment across the province lack full 
protection against the potentially catastrophic consequences of tailings dam failures that B.C.’s 

new mining code was meant to provide; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, B.C. touts itself to U.S. officials and potential investors as a world-class marketplace for 

responsibly-sourced metals and a mining jurisdiction with highly positive ESG (Environment, 

Social, Governance) outcomes and yet, B.C. is supporting widespread exploration and the 
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permitting of open pits and tailings dams at mine sites across B.C. just upriver from four U.S. 

border states (AK, WA, ID, MT) and at the headwaters of some of North America’s last remaining 

productive wild salmon rivers, without the consultation and consent of local Tribes and 
communities downstream; and 

 

WHEREAS, Native Tribes in Alaska, First Nations in B.C., commercial fishermen, local communities, 

conservation groups, thousands of concerned citizens, and local, state, provincial, and federal 

lawmakers (including all eight Senators from the four border states) on both sides of the U.S.-
Canada border have raised concerns since 1998 about B.C. mining development potentially 

causing significant harm to water quality, fish and wildlife, cultural practices, and local 

economies in Alaska-B.C. transboundary watersheds and still do not have a meaningful say in 
the shared management of our shared rivers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the below signed agree to share information and seek all opportunities for 

collaboration to address these issues, promote methods to protect these vital rivers from harm, 

and seek to facilitate and promote meaningful dialogue and engagement at the local, state, 
federal, provincial, and Tribal levels to assure protection of resources on both sides of the border. 

 

 

We, the undersigned business owners, organizations, and community members, seek a thriving 

Salmon Coast (AK-B.C. transboundary region) fed by intact ecosystems, healthy salmon 

populations and landscapes, robust traditional lifestyles, and sustainable economies.  

 

Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED that we call upon President Joe Biden and the United States 

government and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the Canadian government to immediately: 

 

1. Utilize their authority under the United States-Canada Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 to 

prevent and resolve disputes over the use of shared waters; and 
 

2. Support an immediate temporary halt to permitting, exploration, development, and 

expansion of Canadian mines along shared Alaska-B.C. salmon rivers until a binding 

international agreement on watershed protections, developed by all jurisdictions in these 

shared transboundary watersheds and consistent with the Boundary Waters Treaty of 
1909 and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, is 

implemented; and 

 

3. Convene with local communities, stakeholders, and Indigenous leaders of the Taku, 

Stikine, and Unuk watersheds to develop the aforementioned binding international 
agreement on watershed protections. This agreement will identify and honor no-go 

zones and decisions by local residents and Indigenous people on both sides of the 

international border, ensure mining companies and shareholders are liable for cleaning 
up their waste and compensating impacted communities for all damages, and enforce 

requirements for mining best practices, including a permanent ban on the perpetual 

storage of contaminated water and wet tailings behind earthen dams along these 
irreplaceable Alaska-B.C. transboundary salmon rivers. 
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