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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, October 19, 2021 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Oct 19, 2021 06:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: October 19, 2021 Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/81535245061?pwd=akcyT011NFdPR0djMWhTMG5ML1lIZz09 
Passcode: 449279 
 
Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
        US: +1 720 707 2699  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 646 558 8656  or 
+1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  
Webinar ID: 815 3524 5061 
Passcode: 449279 
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Oath of Office 

A. Oath of Office for Newly Elected Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 

3. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. October 4, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes 

B. October 8, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes 

5. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

6. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2021-15 

Any public testimony regarding Ordinance #2021-15 should be given during this public 
hearing.  A copy of Ordinance #2021-15 may be found under agenda item 15A. 
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B. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2021-17 

Any public testimony regarding Ordinance #2021-17 should be given during this public 
hearing.  A copy of Ordinance #2021-17 may be found under agenda item 15B. 

7. Bid Awards 

8. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

9. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

10. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

11. Consent Agenda 

A. THE 420 Marijuana Establishment License Renewal Application 

THE 420 has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office for a retail 
marijuana establishment license renewal.  The Assembly may support or protest the 
application.  A protest may not be arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable. 

B. SEA*WEED FARMS Marijuana Cultivation Facility License Renewal Application 

SEA*WEED FARMS has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office 
for a marijuana cultivation facility license renewal.  The Assembly may support or 
protest the application.  A protest may not be arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable. 

12. Report of Other Officers 

A. SEAPA Update 

Assembly and SEAPA Board Member Lynn will provide an update on SEAPA 
activities. 

B. Sea Otter Working Group Update 

Assembly Member Meucci will provide an update on the Sea Otter Working Group. 

13. Mayor's Report 

A. October 19, 2021 Mayor's Report 

14. Manager's Report 

A. October 19, 2021 Manager's Report 

15. Unfinished Business 
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A. Ordinance #2021-15:  An Ordinance Updating Chapter 9.04 of the Municipal 
Code, Entitled "Disease Control", to Update Language and Reflect Borough 
Incorporation - Second Reading 

The purpose of Ordinance #2021-15 is to 1) move the chapter into borough code; 2) 
amend or remove antiquated language; 3) delete duties that have historically not been 
performed by the local health officer; 4) delete the health officer's power to compel 
vaccinations, currently provided for in section 9.04.040; 5) add language to ensure that 
actions of the health officer under 9.04.020 (A) and (B) are taken only under the 
direction of either the borough manager or the borough assembly; 6) include a new 
section 9.04.040 that outlines the required substance of health officer directives, to 
ensure that directives are factually based, designed to be as least restrictive as 
possible, and are in the best interests of public health; and 7) provide a fine in the 
event of violation of a directive (new section 9.04.050).  Ordinance #2021-15 was 
unanimously approved in its first reading. 

B. Ordinance #2021-17:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.12 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Sanitation" - Second Reading 

Ordinance #2021-17, if adopted, will 1) add provisions to address concerns regarding 
bears accessing refuse containers located in residential neighborhoods, including 
establishment of a fine for noncompliance; 2) change collection of recyclables from 
once per week to once every two weeks; 3) add a section to address the disposal of 
vehicles; and 4) update collection and on-site disposal rates.  Ordinance #2021-17 
was unanimously approved in its first reading. 

 

16. New Business 

A. Resolution #2021-11:  A Resolution of the Petersburg Borough Assembly in 
Support of a Permanent Ban on Tailings Dams and for a Temporary Pause in the 
Permitting, Exploration, Development, and Expansion of Canadian Mines Along 
Alaska-British Columbia Transboundary Salmon Rivers Until the United States-
Canada Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 and the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples are Upheld and an International Agreement on 
Watershed Protections is Implemented 

Assembly Member Meucci worked with interested parties to draft this resolution for the 
Petersburg Assembly. 

B. Resolution #2021-12:  A Resolution Approving the Expenditure of up to $25,000 
from the American Rescue Plan Special Revenue Fund for Petersburg Mountain 
View Manor Assisted Living Capital Outlay in Response to the Continuing 
COVID-19 Health Emergency 

This resolution is brought forward by Assembly Member Kensinger and requests up to 
$25,000 in ARPA funding to complete construction and electrical work on a covered 
deck, which will provide the MVM Assisted Living residents with a safe outdoor space. 
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C. Resolution #2021-13:  A Resolution of the Petersburg Borough Applying & 
Accepting COVID Grant Funding from the State of Alaska, Department of Health 
and Social Services, for COVID Testing and Vaccine Administration Costs 
Incurred by the Petersburg Medical Center with the Petersburg Borough Acting 
as a Pass Through 

If approved, Resolution #2021-13 will allow the Borough to accept $17,847.80 from the 
State of Alaska to pass through to the Petersburg Medical Center to use for COVID 
testing and vaccine administration. 

D. 2021/22 Assembly Appointments 

Mayor Jensen, with Assembly approval, will appoint Assembly Members as 
representatives or liaisons to the Southeast Conference, Alaska Municipal League, 
Harbors and Ports Advisory Board, Hospital Board, Public Safety Advisory Board, and 
the Local Emergency Planning Committee.  The 2020/21 Assembly Appointment list is 
attached for reference. 

E. Work Session with the City of Kupreanof Council 

Assembly Member Meucci requests a work session be held with the City of Kupreanof 
Council Members to discuss the Kupreanof dock. 

F. Work Session with the School Board 

Assembly Member Meucci requests a work session be held with the School Board per 
Borough Charter Section 8.04, which states, "The assembly and school board shall 
meet at least once yearly in public session to discuss and coordinate financial 
planning, capital improvement needs, comprehensive plans for education, and other 
matters of concern."  The joint work session has not been held in many years. 

G. Work Session with the Hospital Board 

Assembly Member Meucci requests to schedule the annual work session with the 
Hospital Board per Borough Charter Section 9.04, which states, "The Assembly and 
hospital board shall meet at least once yearly in public session to discuss and 
coordinate financial planning, capital improvement needs, comprehensive plans for 
health care and other matters of concern."  The last work session held for this purpose 
was on December 5, 2019. 

17. Communications 

A. Communications Received Since September 30, 2021 

18. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Proposed Redistricting Maps for Petersburg 

Assembly Member Meucci requests a discussion of the proposed redistricting maps 
and how they would affect Petersburg.  He has asked that selecting a preferred map 
be an action item at the November 1, 2021 Assembly Meeting. 
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B. Assembly Member Comments 

C. Recognitions 

19. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, October 04, 2021 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
 
EXCUSED 
Assembly Member Taylor Norheim 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. Regular Assembly Meeting Minutes September 20, 2021 

The September 20, 2021 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was amended to add New Business Item 15F - Certification of Election 
Special Meeting.  The agenda was unanimously approved as amended. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
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Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

5. Public Hearings 

There were no public hearings. 

6. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

Cindy Lynn shared her concerns regarding Ordinance #2021-17 which updates certain 
provisions of Chapter 14.12 entitled "Sanitation". 

Dana Thynes shared her belief that Ordinance #2021-15, which updates Code Chapter 
9.04 entitled "Disease Control", is still too restrictive. 

Frederick Olsen Jr., Executive Director of Southeast Alaska Indigenous Transboundary 
Commission (SEITC), urged the Assembly to sign on to a Rivers That Feed Us Resolution, 
drafted by SEITC and Salmon Beyond Borders, which calls for a permanent ban on tailings 
dams and a temporary halt to the permitting, exploration, development and expansion of 
Canadian mines along Alaska-British Columbia transboundary salmon rivers. 

Breanna Walker, Campaign Coordinator with Salmon Beyond Borders, called on the 
Assembly to join other municipalities, groups and individuals and sign on to the Rivers 
That Feed Us Resolution. 

Brian Lynch, on behalf of Rivers Without Borders and himself, also encouraged the 
Assembly to sign on to the Rivers That Feed Us Resolution. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

No views were shared. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

No reports were given. 

10. Consent Agenda 

There were no Consent Agenda items. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. SEAPA Update 

Utility Director and Assembly and SEAPA Board Member Lynn provided an update on 
SEAPA activities. 
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B. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter updated the Assembly on Medical Center activities. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. October 4, 2021 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen read his report into the record.  He also added the following: 

Condolences to the family of Ted Smith, who passed away October 3rd.  Mayor 
Jensen recognized the many years of public service Ted gave to the City of 
Petersburg. 

Thank you to Taylor Norheim for his service on the Assembly the last three years. 

Mayor Jensen will not be available to attend the November 1, 2021 Assembly meeting. 

Thank you to the PMP&L crew for their work during last Friday's storm. 

Tomorrow is Election Day.  Please vote! 

13. Manager's Report 

A. October 4, 2021 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-16:  An Ordinance Amending Chapters 9.16, 14.04, 14.08, 14.12, 
and 14.16 of the Municipal Code to Authorize Creation and Recording of a Lien 
in Favor of the Borough in Order to Secure Payment of Delinquent Fees, Costs 
and Expenses - Third and Final Reading 

Ordinance #2021-16 was unanimously approved in its third and final reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

15. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2021-15:  An Ordinance Updating Chapter 9.04 of the Municipal 
Code, Entitled "Disease Control", to Update Language and Reflect Borough 
Incorporation - First Reading 

The purpose of Ordinance #2021-15 is to 1) move the chapter into borough code; 2) 
amend or remove antiquated language; 3) delete duties that have historically not been 
performed by the local health officer; 4) delete the health officer's power to compel 

8

Item 4A.



 

 P a g e  | 4 

vaccinations, currently provided for in section 9.04.040; 5) add language to ensure that 
actions of the health officer under 9.04.020 (A) and (B) are taken only under the 
direction of either the borough manager or the borough assembly; 6) include a new 
section 9.04.040 that outlines the required substance of health officer directives, to 
ensure that directives are factually based, designed to be as least restrictive as 
possible, and are in the best interests of public health; and 7) provide a fine in the 
event of violation of a directive (new section 9.04.050). 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved Ordinance #2021-15 in its first 
reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

B. Ordinance #2021-17:  An Ordinance Updating Various Provisions of Chapter 
14.12 of the Municipal Code, Entitled "Sanitation" 

Ordinance #2021-17, if adopted, will 1) add provisions to address concerns regarding 
bears accessing refuse containers located in residential neighborhoods, including 
establishment of a fine for noncompliance; 2) change collection of recyclables from 
once per week to once every two weeks; 3) add a section to address the disposal of 
vehicles; and 4) update collection and on-site disposal rates. 

The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #2021-17 in its first reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Meucci. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

C. Airport COVID Testing Contract Extension 

The State of Alaska is requesting an extension of the Airport COVID Testing contract 
for an additional $1,222,750.00 for services performed October 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2022. 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved extension of the Airport COVID 
testing through September 30, 2022. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member Meucci. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

D. Approval of Letter to the Petersburg Ranger District Regarding Improvements to 
Raven's Roost Trail & Cabin 
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The Assembly unanimously approved signing on to the P&R Advisory Board's letter to 
the Petersburg Ranger District expressing appreciation for the ongoing improvements 
to the Raven's Roost Trail and Cabin. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Tremblay, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Meucci. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

E. Approval of Election Officials 

Five additional Borough residents were unanimously approved as Election Officials. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
 

16. Communications 

No communications were received. 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Transboundary Salmon Rivers 

Assembly Member Meucci shared he has requested the Transboundary Salmon 
Rivers issue be brought before the Assembly as an action item in the form of a 
Resolution at the November 1, 2021 meeting. 

B. Assembly Member Comments 

Assembly Member Stanton Gregor reminded Petersburg that tomorrow is Local 
Democracy Day and urged all registered voters to turn out and vote. 

Assembly Member Meucci thanked all staff involved in working on the power outage 
during last Friday's storm.  He was impressed with all the Borough departments that 
worked together to take care of Petersburg. 

Assembly Member Tremblay thanked Utility Director Hagerman for sharing the names 
and departments of Borough employees who were involved in the work during the 
power outage, but pointed out that he forgot to name himself as he was out in the 
storm as well, directing traffic around the workers. 

Assembly Member Kensinger thanked everyone for working together and restoring 
power to Petersburg and Utility Director Hagerman for his email about the outage. 
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C. Recognitions 

Assembly Member Meucci recognized Member Norheim for his three years serving on 
the Borough Assembly. 

18. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:41 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Tremblay, Seconded by Assembly Member Meucci. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Tremblay, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Meucci, Mayor Jensen 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

2021 Municipal Election 
Certification Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Friday, October 08, 2021 9:00 AM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 

Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

PRESENT 
Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
Assembly Member Taylor Norheim 
Assembly Member Chelsea Tremblay 

EXCUSED 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 

2. Questioned and Pending Absentee Ballots 

12 absentee ballots received prior to meeting time and post marked on or before October 
5, 2021 were opened and counted.  The 5 questioned ballots from the election were not 
eligible to be counted per the State of Alaska Division of Elections. 

3. Certification of Election Results 

A. Draft 2021 Certificate of Election 

The votes from the 12 absentee ballots opened were added to the 2021 Election 
Certificate and all votes were totaled.  The Assembly unanimously approved the 
amended 2021 Election Certificate. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly 
Member Meucci, Assembly Member Norheim, Assembly Member Tremblay 
 

4. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:24 a.m. 
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Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Tremblay. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member 
Meucci, Assembly Member Norheim, Assembly Member Tremblay 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
October 19, 2021 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 
1. Seeking Letters of Interest: The Assembly is seeking letters of interest 

from Borough residents who wish to serve the community by filling a vacant 

seat on the following Boards/Commissions until the October 2022 Municipal 
Election: 

 
Planning Commission – 2 vacant seats 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board – 2 vacant seats 

Public Safety Advisory Board – 1 vacant seat 
 

Letters of interest should be submitted to Clerk Thompson at the Borough 
office located at 12 S. Nordic Drive; by mailing to PO Box 329, Petersburg, 
AK  99833; or by emailing to dthompson@petersburgak.gov.  
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
 

 
 

Borough Manager’s Report 
Assembly Meeting 19 October 2021 

 
 

 Parks and Recreation is planning their annual Halloween Hustle for Saturday, October 30th from 4p-6p.  If 
you would like to volunteer to help with this event, please contact Julie Anderson at Parks and Rec or leave 
your name at the front desk.  
 

 Parks and Recreation is working on placing a light at the Ice Skate Pond.  Please contact the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board or Stephanie Payne with comments or input.  Contact information can be found 
on the Borough website.   
 

 Medicaid recertification for the Manor has finally been approved after months of waiting. Certification is good 
through 10/31/2023.  
 

 We had Raincountry plumbing & heating replace the heat tape under EH building.  
 

 Ketchikan Mechanical on Tuesday Oct 12th replaced the main water pipe entering the building at Elderly 
Housing.  
  

 Third covid shots were given to residents wanting it on Oct.1st at the Manor.   
  

 The new E911 system has been installed and Dispatchers have been trained on the system.   
 

 A COVID outbreak has shut down Lemon Creek for inmate transfers so were currently holding inmates 
longer than 14 days.   
 

 The Oct 1 power outage earlier this month led to the demise of the switch that enables the library’s wireless 
internet. It was down for a few days but is now working again.  
 

 The library is building a collection of games for adults and children that can be checked out.  
 

 Passport services will restart on October 19 at the Library.   
 

 The SCBA annual maintenance completed at the fire hall, and Pump testing of all Fire Apparatus completed.  
 

 We have an Emergency Trauma Technician course schedule for early November  
 

 Streets crew assisted the Sanitation Dept with demolition and disposal of several large boats that had 
accumulated in the landfill.  
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 We are still dealing with fallen trees and other aftereffects of the recent storms.  Hydrant winterization and 
other winter prep underway. 
 

 Working on plans to transition from a fleet of 3 active collection trucks to 2 pending approvals of the new 
Sanitation ordinance by the Assembly. Because our oldest collection truck is the only rear loading truck, the 
reduction in fleet size will also result in a phase-out of the smaller sizes of metal dumpsters which will be 
replaced in most cases with the larger sizes of plastic carts. We have been slowly removing our aging metal 
dumpsters from circulation in the last few years but there are still quite a few in service. Most of the units 
that remain are in poor condition and require frequent maintenance to keep them serviceable. 
 

 Building Maintenance assisted the Parks-N-Rec department with some boiler and HVAC issues that 
cropped up during the storm that hit on Oct 1st.  
 

 Large crane has been pulled and sent down for major overhaul, thanks to Public Works, Piston & Rudder, 
Mattingly Elc. & AML for all the coordination & assistance.  She should be back and reinstalled by the end 
of the year.  
 

 Water staff recently employed the new pig launcher on the Cabin Creek water line.  Reports are that it worked 
well, turning a 2-day ordeal into a 1–2-hour operation.   The process went well, and the department documented 
a gain of about 300 gpm from the cleaning.   
 

 Ira II Street Sewer project is ongoing.  Rock N Road is making good progress although an unanticipated conflict 
with a water main did slow them down recently.    After settling on a plan to deal with the conflict, the 
contractor is moving ahead.   The slowdown will extend the project by a week, with final completion to be met 
by November 12th.  
 

 Justin Haley and Karl continue to meet with EPA, ADEC and SE utilities regarding the discharge permit 
renewals and more stringent State of Alaska water quality standards than requirements of our previous permit.   
The issue is complex, but there remains hope that major plant upgrades will not be needed.  
 

 The project to upgrade the Blind Slough Hydro substation hit a snag recently and forced PMPL to reschedule 
the work for the spring.   We now plan to perform the work in April of 2022.  
 

 Historical City of Petersburg budgets going back to 1961 will soon be accessible to the public on the 
Borough’s website.  
 

 The Borough’s Assessors are currently in town and hope to make it out to some of the outlying areas off the 
island if the weather permits.   Building permits are not required for property outside Service Area 1 which 
creates a challenge in identifying new construction or modifications in a timely manner.  
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

RESOLUTION #2021-11 

  

A RESOLUTION OF THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT OF 

A PERMANENT BAN ON TAILINGS DAMS AND FOR A TEMPORARY PAUSE IN 

THE PERMITTING, EXPLORATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND EXPANSION OF 

CANADIAN MINES ALONG ALASKA-BRITISH COLUMBIA TRANSBOUNDARY 

SALMON RIVERS UNTIL THE UNITED STATES-CANADA BOUNDARY WATERS 

TREATY OF 1909 AND THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS 

OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES ARE UPHELD AND AN INTERNATIONAL 

AGREEMENT ON WATERSHED PROTECTIONS IS IMPLEMENTED 

  

WHEREAS, the transboundary Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers are of tremendous and 

unique cultural, ecological, subsistence, economic, and recreational value as Indigenous peoples 

from several Nations have stewarded the Alaska-B.C. transboundary region since time 

immemorial and this region is now home to nearly 80,000 people in dozens of communities; and  

 

WHEREAS, the clean water and intact habitat of the Alaska-British Columbia (B.C.) 

transboundary watersheds are historically some of the most productive wild salmon rivers on the 

entire west coast of North America, with the Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers alone contributing 

nearly $50 million in economic activity, $34 million in direct spending, over 400 jobs, and almost 

$20 million in labor income towards Southeast Alaska’s annual multi-billion fishing and visitor 

industries; and 

 

WHEREAS, Petersburg’s economy is heavily tied to several commercial fisheries and 

virtually every local business benefits from commercial fishing dollars, and Petersburg is normally 

ranked in the top 25 fishing ports in the U.S. by both weight and value and the estimated ex-

vessel income by Petersburg-based fishermen was $50.5 million in 2018  --with landings of 35.3 

million pounds of seafood, and salmon is the most abundant and valuable species to the 

fishermen of the Petersburg Census Area (that includes Petersburg, Kake, Kupreanof, and Port 

Alexander) with total landings of over 24.6 million pounds worth more than $23.3 million in 2018; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, more than two-dozen inadequately regulated Canadian hard rock mining 

projects are in various stages of abandonment, permitting, development, or operation in the 

watersheds of Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers in Northwest B.C., most of which are large-scale 

and open pit, occur in known acid-generating ore bodies, include massive tailings dams that 

have to store toxic waste forever, expansive waste rock storage facilities, and the need for 

perpetual water treatment, roads, and other infrastructure, threatening (both in the short term 

and on geological timescales) the productivity and ecological health of these watersheds 

through cumulative impacts, contamination, habitat destruction, and/or possible catastrophic 

failures; and  
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WHEREAS, B.C.’s environmental assessment process does not set legal requirements 

or standards for assessing cumulative effects of existing and proposed development, and B.C.’s 

open-pit Red Chris mine has been operating at the headwaters of the Stikine River since 2015, 

the entire riparian corridor of the Iskut River, the largest tributary of the Stikine River, is staked 

with B.C. mineral claims, B.C.’s Kerr-Sulphurets-Mitchell project (KSM), if built as proposed in 

both the Unuk and Nass River watersheds, would be the largest open-pit mine in Canada and 

one of the largest in the world, and more than half of the B.C. portion of the Unuk watershed is 

staked with mineral claims; and  

WHEREAS, the Taku, Stikine, and Unuk Rivers are experiencing a decline in wild 

salmon populations, resulting in the Alaska Department of Fish and Game listing Chinook 

salmon in the Unuk River as a Stock of Concern in 2017 and currently a plan to soon list 

Chinook salmon in the Taku and Stikine Rivers as Stocks of Concern; and  

WHEREAS, the leaching of heavy metals to groundwater and sediment from mining can 

contaminate freshwater systems for decades, preventing recovery of fish populations many 

years after the cessation of mining activity and posing a risk to human health, and B.C.’s 

Tulsequah Chief mine in the Taku River watershed has been abandoned and leaching acid 

mine drainage since 1957; and   

 

WHEREAS, mine contamination of the Taku, Stikine, and/or Unuk Rivers would likely 

affect Petersburg commercial fishermen in a number of ways: (1) fishing would be limited near 

the affected system for a period of time, which would reduce total allowable catch in Southeast 

Alaska, forcing fishermen to move into districts in which they would not normally fish, thereby 

increasing effort and reducing fishing opening lengths, (2) shellfish fisheries would also be 

impacted, particularly on the Stikine flats, but could also affect geoduck and cucumber fisheries 

near other impacted systems, (3) pollution in the Stikine River would also likely impact halibut 

fisheries, particularly in Frederick Sound, and (4) long-term pollution could affect fisheries in the 

Gulf of Alaska and even the Bering Sea, and Petersburg fishermen participating in those 

fisheries; and 

 

WHEREAS, following B.C.’s Mount Polley mine disaster in 2014 an expert panel 

appointed by the B.C. government found that if mining companies continue their business-as-

usual operations the province could face an average of two dam failures every ten years; and  

  

WHEREAS, the Alaska-British Columbia Memorandum of Understanding and 

associated Statement of Cooperation on Protection of Transboundary Waters signed by the 

State of Alaska and the Province of B.C. in 2015 are important, but cannot provide binding, 

enforceable protections for the residents, rivers, and watersheds of the Alaska-B.C. 

transboundary region; and   

WHEREAS, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

(UNDRIP) emphasizes the Indigenous peoples' rights to live in dignity, to maintain and 

strengthen Indigenous institutions, cultures and traditions and to pursue self-determined 
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development, in keeping with Indigenous needs and aspirations, and British Columbia’s 

provincial government passed the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act into law 

in November 2019, establishing the UN Declaration as the Province’s framework for 

reconciliation with indigenous peoples; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 was signed to prevent and resolve 

disputes over the use of shared waters between the United States (U.S.) and Canada, declaring 

in Article IV that, “it is further agreed that the waters herein defined as boundary waters and 

waters flowing across the boundary shall not be polluted on either side to the injury of health or 

property on the other;” and 

   

WHEREAS, consistent with our earlier Resolutions #2014-17, #2017-18, #2019-13 and 

#2019-20, the Petersburg Borough Assembly strongly urges the United States and Canadian 

governments to utilize any and all powers under the Boundary Waters Treaty to develop binding 

and enforceable protections, including long term water quality monitoring, to ensure that Alaska 

and British Columbia interests and ways of life are not harmed by upstream Canadian 

development in the shared transboundary watersheds of Southeast Alaska and Northwest British 

Columbia. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Petersburg Borough Assembly calls on 

President Biden and the United States government and Prime Minister Trudeau and the 

Canadian government to expeditiously:      

      

1. Utilize their authority under the United States-Canada Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 

to prevent and resolve disputes over the use of shared waters; and 

        

2. Support an immediate temporary pause in permitting, exploration, development, and 

expansion of Canadian mines along shared Alaska-B.C. salmon rivers until a binding 

international agreement on watershed protections, developed by all jurisdictions in these 

shared transboundary watersheds and consistent with the Boundary Waters Treaty of 

1909 and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, is 

implemented; and 

        

3. Convene with local communities, stakeholders, and Indigenous leaders of the Taku, 

Stikine, and Unuk watersheds to develop the aforementioned binding international 

agreement on watershed protections. This agreement will identify and honor no-go 

zones and decisions by local residents and Indigenous people on both sides of the 

international border, ensure mining companies and shareholders are liable for cleaning 

up their waste and compensating impacted communities for all damages, and enforce 

requirements for mining best practices, including a permanent ban on the perpetual 

storage of contaminated water and wet tailings behind earthen dams along these 

irreplaceable Alaska-B.C. transboundary salmon rivers. 
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Passed and approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on October 19, 2021. 

                                                                          

                 

      ___________________________________ 

                                                                 Mark Jensen, Mayor 

  

ATTEST: 

  

  

__________________________________ 

Rebecca Regula, Deputy Borough Clerk 
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'PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION #2021-12 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURE OF UP TO $25,000 FROM THE 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN SPECIAL REVENUE FUND FOR PETERSBURG 
MOUNTAIN VIEW MANOR ASSISTED LIVING CAPITAL OUTLAY IN RESPONSE TO 

THE CONTINUING COVID-19 HEALTH EMERGENCY 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 11, 2021, the U.S. Department of Treasury awarded the Petersburg 

Borough $633,420 from the American Rescue Plan Act funding to be used in compliance with 
section 603 (c) of the Social Security Act; and   

 
 WHEREAS, the Petersburg Mountain View Manor Assisted Living is nearing the end 
stages of constructing a covered outdoor deck to assist its senior citizen residents in creating a 
safe outdoor space; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the covered outdoor deck will provide the MVM Assisted Living residents an 
area to enjoy the beautiful scenery around their home, breathe the fresh air, visit with each other 
and those who have stopped by to see them – all outdoors which is optimal and recommended 
by the CDC during the continuing COVID-19 health emergency; and 
 

WHEREAS, the expenditures to date have been paid for completely by local donations 
currently totaling $45,452.71 and the majority of the materials used were paid for by the 
Petersburg Indian Association in the amount of $31,939.87; and  

 
WHEREAS, the completed cost to finish the outdoor facility upgrade amounts to an 

additional $20,000 that has yet to be acquired; and 
 
WHEREAS, the MVM Assisted Living Facility is requesting up to $25,000 in ARPA 

funding to provide assistance to complete construction and electrical work of the outdoor space 
for the betterment of its senior citizen residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, further details on the funding of this project to date is attached hereto as 

Attachment A. 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Petersburg Borough Assembly hereby 
approves the expenditure of up to $25,000 from the ARPA Special Revenue Fund to 
provide capital support to the Mountain View Manor Assisted Living for the costs associated 
with responding to the COVID-19 health emergency. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ASSEMBLY, 
Petersburg, Alaska this 19th day of October, 2021. 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Mark Jensen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________       
Rebecca Regula, Deputy Borough Clerk  
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Attachment A: 
 
Mountain View Manor Assisted Living Deck Project Funding Breakdown: 
 
 

Revenues  

     Local Donations: $45,452.71 

     PIA Donation of Materials: $31,939.87 

                                         Total $77,392.58 

  

Expenditures To Date  

Expenses to Date: $91,251.73 

Future Expenses (Electrical):      $10,000.00 

                                          Total $101,251.73 

  

Total Needed to Complete Project $23,859.15 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

RESOLUTION #2021-13 

 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH APPLYING & ACCEPTING 

COVID GRANT FUNDING FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, FOR COVID TESTING AND VACCINE 

ADMINISTRATION COSTS INCURRED BY THE PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER 

WITH THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ACTING AS A PASS THROUGH 

 
WHEREAS, COVID-19 virus is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness or 

death and is easily transmittable person to person; and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization ("WHO") declared the 

virus a pandemic; on the same day, Alaska Governor Dunleavy issued a declaration of public 
health disaster emergency in response to the anticipated outbreak of COVID-19 in Alaska; and 
on March 13, 2020, President Donald J. Trump declared a national emergency in response to 
the virus pandemic; and 

 
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Borough Assembly ratified a Local Emergency 

Declaration for the Petersburg Borough in regard to the outbreak, and the Borough has since 
undertaken significant measures to address the COVID-19 outbreak and incurred considerable 
expense in relation to those measures; and 

 
WHEREAS, federal funds are available to local governments through the State of Alaska, 

Department of Health and Social Services, to assist cities and boroughs in addressing the 
substantial and on-going costs for COVID testing and Vaccine Administration; and 

 
WHEREAS, the amount of $17,847.80 is currently available to the Petersburg Borough to 

improve efforts and access to testing and vaccinations; 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Assembly of the Petersburg Borough, as 
follows: 

 
1. The Petersburg Borough accepts $17,847.80 in funds to pass through to the Petersburg 

Medical Center to use for testing and vaccine administration. 
2. The Borough Manager is hereby authorized to sign the State of Alaska  Grant 

Agreement, and an MOA between the Petersburg Medical Center and the Borough 
for the pass through agreement. 

 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY the Petersburg Borough Assembly on this 19th day of 

October, 2021. 

 

 

____________________________ 
        Mark Jensen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________       
Rebecca Regula, Deputy Borough Clerk 
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