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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, February 06, 2023 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Feb 6, 2023 12:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: February 6, 2023 Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/89988901759?pwd=MUhsUUM5czB0OThLSkxWSmZ4eGhrQT09  
Passcode: 685070 
 
Or Telephone: 
(720) 707-2699  or  (253) 215-8782   
Webinar ID: 899 8890 1759 
Passcode: 685070 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. January 17, 2023 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

5. Public Hearings 

6. Bid Awards 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

A. Homelessness in Alaska Presentation 

Brian Wilson, Executive Director of the Alaska Coalition of Housing and 
Homelessness, at the request of the Housing Task Force, will give a presentation on 
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the impacts of homelessness in Alaska and how other communities address 
homelessness. 

B. Housing Task Force - Land Trust 

Housing Task Force Member Aulbach will report on the concept of a Land Trust in 
Petersburg. 

C. Housing Task Force - Easily Developable Lots 

Housing Task Force Chair and Assembly Member Kensinger will report on the idea to 
prepare lots for sale that can easily be hooked up to utilities. 

D. Housing Task Force - Manufactured Homes 

Housing Task Force Member Holmgrain will report on the idea of zoning/developing an 
area for manufactured homes. 

10. Consent Agenda 

A. BPO Elks Lounge #1615 2023/2024 Liquor License Renewal 

The Elks Lounge has applied with the Alaska Alcohol & Marijuana Control Office for a 
liquor license renewal.  The Assembly may support or protest the application.  A 
protest may not be arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center Upate 

PMC CEO Hofstetter will provide an update of medical center activities. 

B. US Forest Service Update 

District Ranger Born will provide an update on Forest Service activities. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. February 6, 2023 Mayor's Report 

13. Manager's Report 

A. February 6, 2023 Manager's Report 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2023-01:  A Ordinance Amending Petersburg Municipal Code 
Sections 14.30.030 and 14.30.040 to Increase Certain Service Rates at the 
Mountain View Manor Assisted Living Facility - Third and Final Reading 

If adopted, this ordinance will link the basic care per day assisted living service rates 
for self-pay residents to the amounts permitted by the federal government for Medicaid 
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Residential Supported Living and will increase the rate for basic cable TV at the facility 
to account for the increased cost of the service incurred by the Borough.  Ordinance 
#2023-01 was unanimously approved in its first and second readings. 

B. Ordinance #2023-02:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Parcel B, Block 302, 
Greenbelt Subdivision, Located at 10 N. 12th Street, from Open Space-
Recreation (OS-R) to Commercial-1 (C-1) - Third and Final Reading 

The Planning Commission recommends rezone of Borough parcel #01-006-431 from 
Open Space-Recreation to Commercial-1.  The Petersburg Indian Association has 
filed an application to purchase the parcel if the rezone is approved by the Assembly.  
Ordinance #2023-02 was unanimously approved in its first and second readings. 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution #2023-01:  A Resolution Authorizing the Borough Manager to Pursue 
Obtaining Ownership of the Papke's Landing Facilities Including the Dock, 
Floats, Launch Ramp, Associated Tidelands, and Uplands Adjadent to the 
Tidelands Property, Currently Owned by the State of Alaska 

Resolution #2023-01 revises Resolution #2022-14 to update the Borough's intention to 
obtain the uplands through the Public and Charitable Use program rather than the 
Municipal Entitlement program, as directed by the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources. 

B. Resolution #2023-02:  A Resolution Supporting the Southeast Alaska Troll 
Fishery and Urging the National Marine Fisheries Service and the Alaska 
Department of Fish & Game to Commit the Necessary Resources to Defend 
Alaska's Fisheries 

The Assembly received a request from a local commercial power troller and board 
member of the Alaska Trollers Association to entertain a resolution in support of the 
Southeast Alaska Troll Fishery's Chinook fishing season. 

C. Housing Task Force - Petersburg Land Trust 

The Housing Task Force is looking for direction from the Assembly to investigate the 
potential of developing a Land Trust in Petersburg.  To see an example of a successful 
Land Trust, see Sitka's Community Land Trust at https://www.sitkaclt.org/. 

D. Housing Task Force - Easily Developable Lots  

The Housing Task Force is requesting the Assembly, through Manager Giesbrecht, 
direct Utility Director Hagerman to identify existing residentially zoned, wooded 
Borough lots that can be easily connected to water, sewer and electric services and 
bring them forward to the Assembly to consider offering for public sale. 

E. Housing Task Force - Manufactured Home Area 
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The Housing Task Force is looking for Assembly direction to investigate and propose 
to the Planning Commission to develop an area specifically for manufactured homes in 
Petersburg. 

F. Prioritize Petersburg's 2023 Federal Projects  

The Assembly will prioritize the list of Petersburg's top federal projects approved at the 
October 3, 2022 Assembly meeting. 

G. Trip to Washing, D.C. - Who and When 

The Assembly will need to decide 1) who will accompany Mayor Jensen to 
Washington, D.C., as approved at the January 17, 2023 Assembly meeting, and 2) 
what dates will work best for the trip.  Our Federal Lobbyist, Seb O'Kelly, has 
suggested the following dates for meetings with our Alaska Delegation and various 
federal agencies: 

February 27 - March 1 
March 23 - 24 
April 26 - 27 

H. Request for a US Army Corps of Engineers Study for a Future Harbor in Scow 
Bay 

Harbormaster Wollen is seeking approval of a letter to the US Army Corps of 
Engineers requesting they initiate a study to construct a harbor basin, breakwater and 
all navigation features needed for a future harbor in Scow Bay. 

I. Mayor Pro Tem for February 21, 2023 Assembly Meeting 

Mayor Jensen and Vice Mayor Lynn will both be attending the Alaska Municipal 
League's Winter Legislative Conference in Juneau and will not be available for the 
February 21, 2023 Assembly meeting.  Clerk Thompson requests the Assembly 
choose a Mayor Pro Tem to chair the meeting. 

J. Reschedule the October 2, 2023 Assembly Meeting 

Due to the October 3, 2023 Municipal Election, the Clerk's office requests the October 
2, 2023 noon Assembly meeting be moved to either Friday, October 6 or Monday, 
October 9, at noon.  The certification of the election results could take place at the 
same meeting. 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since January 12, 2023 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

B. Recognitions 
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18. Executive Session 

The Assembly will adjourn to Executive Session to discuss Borough Manager Giesbrecht's 
2022 performance evaluation. 

19. Approval of Manager Giesbrecht's 2022 Performan Evaulation 

20. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Vice Mayor Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
Assembly Member David Kensinger 
Assembly Member Donna Marsh 
Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
 
EXCUSED 
Assembly Member Scott Newman 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. January 3, 2023 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

The January 3, 2023 meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The meeting agenda was unanimously approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Kensinger. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly 
Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 
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5. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2023-01:  An Ordinance Amending Petersburg 
Municipal Code Sections 14.30.030 and 14.30.040 to Increase Certain Service 
Rates at the Mountain View Manor Assisted Living Facility 

No testimony was given. 

B. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2023-02:  An Ordinance Amending the Official 
Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Parcel B, 
Block 302, Greenbelt Subdivision, Located at 10 N. 12th Street from Open Space-
Recreation (OS-R) to Commercial-1 (C-1) 

No testimony was given. 

6. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

John Murgas, representing himself, thanked the Assembly for working toward ownership of 
the Papke's Landing facility. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

No views were shared. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

A. Housing Task Force 

Jalyn Pomrenke, Joyce Cummings, and Annette Bennett, on behalf of the Housing 
Task Force, encouraged the Assembly to approve a Housing Needs Assessment be 
performed.  The Assessment will increase options for applying for grant funds for 
housing issues. 

B. Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Assembly Member Meucci shared that the LEPC met for the first time since early 2020 
on January 12, 2023 and provided a copy of the meeting minutes to the Assembly. 

10. Consent Agenda 

A. THE 420 Retail Marijuana Store License Renewal 

The Assembly unanimously supported the renewal of THE 420's retail marijuana store 
license. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member Marsh. 
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Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 

11. Report of Other Officers 

A. U.S. Forest Service Update 

USFS Ranger Born was not in attendance. 

12. Mayor's Report 

There was no written report for this meeting. 

13. Manager's Report 

A. January 17, 2023 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2023-01:  An Ordinance Amending Petersburg Municipal Code 
Sections 14.30.030 and 14.30.040 to Increase Certain Service Rates at the 
Mountain View Manor Assisted Living Facility - Second Reading 

The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #2023-01 in its second reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Vice Mayor Lynn. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 

B. Ordinance #2023-02:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Parcel B, Block 302, 
Greenbelt Subdivision, Located at 10 N. 12th Street, from Open Space-
Recreation (OS-R) to Commercial-1 (C-1) - Second Reading 

Ordinance #2023-02 was unanimously approved in its second reading.   

Motion made by Assembly Member Meucci, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 

15. New Business 

A. Petersburg Housing Needs Assessment 

The Assembly approved to hire the consulting firm Agnew Beck to perform a Housing 
Needs Assessment for an amount not to exceed $55,040.00 by a vote of 4-2. 
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Motion made by Assembly Member Kensinger, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Meucci. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Assembly Member 
Kensinger, Assembly Member Meucci 

Voting Nay: Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Marsh 

B. Letter to the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities re: 
Papke's Landing 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved sending a letter to ADOT&PF 
requesting a potential cost sharing arrangement to acquire and install a new float and 
dock at Papke's Landing that will allow the facility to remain operational while the 
Borough works towards ownership of the facility. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Meucci. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 

C. Washington D.C. Trip 

The Assembly unanimously approved a trip to Washington, D.C. this year to discuss 
Petersburg issues with our federal delegation and the U.S. Coast Guard. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Kensinger. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Lynn, Assembly Member Fine-Walsh, 
Assembly Member Kensinger, Assembly Member Marsh, Assembly Member Meucci 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since December 29, 2022 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. First Assembly Meeting in October 

Assembly Member Lynn and Clerk Thompson explained how hectic it is for the Clerk's 
office to prepare for and facilitate a noon Assembly meeting the day before the 
municipal election.  Changing the date of the first Assembly meeting in October this 
year from Monday, October 2 to Friday, October 6 or Monday, October 9 will be an 
action item at the February 6, 2023 Assembly meeting. 

B. Assembly Member Comments 

No comments were shared. 

C. Recognitions 
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There were no recognitions. 

18. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m. 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
February 6, 2023 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 
1. Southeast Conference Mid-Session Summit:  Mayor Jensen and Assembly 

Member Kensinger attended Southeast Conference’s Mid-Session Summit in 

Juneau last week.  Mayor Jensen will provide a brief report of the trip.   
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
  

 
 

Borough Manager’s Report 
Assembly Meeting 06 February 2023  

 
 

 Parks and Recreation will be hosting a Distance Based Indoor Spring Triathlon on Saturday, February 11th.  

Teams and individuals encouraged to join.  Contact Parks and Recreation for more information.  

Registration in person or online.   

 

 Water Polo and Water Volleyball will be added to the Aquatic Center schedule!  Check it out if you are 

interested in jumping in!  Schedule can be found on Parks and Rec website and Facebook page.  

 

 Stephanie Payne submitted a Concept Paper to the Department of Energy for assistance with energy 

efficiency upgrades to the Community Center.   

 

 If you are interested in coaching and/or assisting with a Youth Soccer program, please contact Julie 

Anderson at Parks and Recreation.   

 

 Enrollments into our online Emergency Trauma Technician (ETT) Program are now closed, Students have 
until Feb 28th to finish. We have about 8 folks enrolled.  
 

 Ryan’s FF introduction course was pushed back to allow more time for students to enroll, the course starts 
Feb 11th and will run Saturdays 8am-5pm until March 25th      

 

 The presenter for the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) programs was ill when she was 
scheduled to come to town.   We have arranged for her to present to the public on Sunday, Feb 26th at 4pm. 
The presentation will be shown at the assembly chambers and the public is also invited to join by zoom if 
they prefer. After the presentation, Michelle Torres will answer questions with input from The PVFD 
Director and Fire Chief Jim Stolpe. This group would be organized and trained to assist First Responders 
and other government entities in larger scale emergencies. Examples include Large Fires, Large scale search 
and Rescue ops, disaster response and other large threats to the community.   
 

 DNR issued two decisions regarding the borough's land selections last week.  Draft comments for both 
decisions will be submitted to the Clerk for Assembly review and approval at the next meeting:  
 

o A modified final decision to convey 550.378 acres at Thomas Bay. This decision corrects the error 
on conveyance of the subdivision roads. Previously, the DNR insisted the road acreage would be 
conveyed, but the reality is the roads were dedicated to the public when the subdivision was 
approved and cannot be conveyed by the state. The modified decision corrects this by reinstating 
the road acreage (65 acres) to the borough and the state retaining ownership of the roads. The 
borough will have management authority of the roads but is under no obligation to build or 
maintain any roads within the subdivision. There is a 30-day public comment period followed by a 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

20-day appeal period on this decision. If no appeal is filed, the decision goes into effect and DNR 
can reissue the draft patent that they have been working on since early November.  

o A preliminary decision on 3,283 acres in various locations, including Fanshaw, Prowly Pt., Hood 
Point, SE Mitkof, and Sumer Strait was issued by DNR. The 30-day public comment period is now 
open. As part of the decision, the DNR is proposing to retain 513 acres at Prowly Pt.. This selection 
is adjacent to the existing right-of-way for the proposed Kake Access Road. Decision is attached.  
 

 The Elderly Housing kitchen plumbing project has been completed. We will be looking to update the 
kitchen in the near future, once we are able to coordinate supplies, contractors and with Food Service.  
 

 Derrick met with OSHA to discuss their inspection of Assisted Living, and the State’s internal audit of the 

facility.   

 

 SH Dredge is progressing.  Hard digging continues to have the contractor looking to the USACE to provide 
direction per the contract.  USACE reps came to town to evaluate project 1/17-19 and take samples and 
check progress.  Western has roughly 16,200 cubic yards dumped (as of this morning).  Staff continues to 
urge boat owners to communicate with the Harbor Office if there are questions. 

 

 The project manager and supervisor from the USACE also came to town last week to look at Scow Bay as 
they work towards Federal budget development and the possibility of sharing the costs of a feasibility study 
for a basin/breakwater in that location!  The feedback was positive.     

 

 USCG dockside exams are being offered through Tuesday February 7th, sign ups at the Harbor Office. 
 

 Harbor is working on tour ship schedule; it’s looking about the same as last year. 
 

 The Harbor Board meeting scheduled for Thursday 2/9 at noon in Assembly Chambers. 
 

 PD is finalizing the upfit of the new police vehicles.  
 

 Petersburg Police Department is working with Alaska Game & Fish, and Alaska State Wildlife Troopers on 
the increased wolf sightings and developing a plan.  

 

 The Chief attended the Petersburg School Districts ALICE/Evacuation Emergency Drill.  
 

 PD submitted a Federal Grant ($51,000) to upgrade the Petersburg School Districts radio system so they 
can contact the police directly in the event of an emergency. This will also upgrade the district’s ability to 
talk amongst each other.  
 

 The library will be closed Monday Feb 6 – Thursday Feb 9 for inventory and staff training.  
 

 The Public Works sander went belly up.  Parts have been ordered and Motor pool will start working on it 
when they arrive.   
 

 Jody and I met with Phil and Joel Pipkin (Hospital Controller) to discuss the next steps for Assisted Living.  
Jody provided updated financial and budget information.   
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2023-01 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PETERSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS 14.30.030 AND 

14.30.040 TO INCREASE CERTAIN SERVICE RATES AT THE MOUNTAIN VIEW MANOR 
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY 

 
 WHEREAS, Mountain View Manor Assisted Living Facility ("the Facility") has operated 

at a financial loss for a number of years and has been subsidized annually by the general fund; 

and 

WHEREAS, service rates for residents of the Facility were last adjusted in early 2020; 

and 

WHEREAS, since that date, Medicaid has annually established increases in per day 

services rates for Medicaid Residential Supported Living (RSL) which have not yet been 

adopted by the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid RSL payments are a significant source of income for the Facility; 

and   

WHEREAS, the service rates charged for Medicaid RSL cannot exceed those charged 

to self-pay residents, and thus basic care service rates for self-pay residents should be coupled 

with Medicaid RSL service rates in order for the Borough to regularly maximize Medicaid 

payments received; and 

WHEREAS, with the intent to establish service charges for the facility that will allow the 

Borough to generate revenue, to the maximum extent possible, to pay for operational and 

maintenance expenses at the facility, the Petersburg Borough Assembly wishes to link the basic 

care per day assisted living service rates for self-pay residents to the amounts permitted by 

Medicaid RSL, and to increase the rate for provision of basic cable TV at the facility to account 

for the increased cost of that service incurred by the Borough.  

 THEREFORE THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 
 
Section 1. Classification:  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be codified in 
the Petersburg Borough Code. 
 
Section 2. Purpose:  The purpose of this ordinance is to increase certain assisted living 
service rates. 
 
Section 3. Substantive Provisions:  Sections 14.30.030(B) and 14.30.040(A) of the 
Petersburg Borough Municipal Code shall be amended to read as follows (the proposed new 
language is in red bold and underlined, and the language to be deleted is struck through): 
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Chapter 14.30 - MOUNTAIN VIEW MANOR ELDERLY HOUSING AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY  

14.30.030 - Assisted living rental rates, food and service charges.  

[There are no changes to paragraph A] 

B.  Residents of the assisted living units with care plans requiring assistance shall pay rent, 
food and basic service charges, per unit, as follows:  

1.  Rent:  

 (a) For the months of April-December of calendar year 2020, the sum of One 
thousand  one hundred dollars ($1,100) per month; 

 (b) For calendar year 2021, the sum of One thousand two hundred dollars ($1,200) 
per month; 

 (c) For calendar year 2022, the sum of One thousand three hundred dollars ($1,300) 
per month; 

 (d) For calendar year 2023 and thereafter, the sum of One thousand four hundred 
dollars ($1,400) per month, or ninety  percent (90%) of market rent applicable to the 
Section 8 subsidized elderly housing units for one and two bedroom units as approved 
by the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation and adjusted on an annual basis, 
whichever is greater. 

 (e) For Double Occupancy of a unit, an additional Nine Hundred dollars ($900) 
per month. 

2.  Food: Three hundred fifty dollars ($350.00) per month.  

3.  Service charges:  

Self-pay units 
(Basic Care)  

The maximum service rate per day applicable to the facility established by 

the federal government for Medicaid Residential Supported LivingFour 

thousand eight hundred eighty dollars ($ 4,880.00) per month for basic care  

Double occupancy: An additional  Nine hundred dollars ($900.00) per month  

Medicaid 

subsidized 

units  

Service charges as approved and adjusted from time to time by Medicaid  

[There are no changes to paragraphs C or D] 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

14.30.040 - Additional services.  

A.  Residents may purchase additional services provided by the facility by paying service 
charges as follows:  
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Basic cable TV  
$25.0018.00 per month, plus any additional charges for channels above basic 

service  

Laundry  $10.00 per month  

Covered 

parking  
$10.00 per month  

[There are no changes to paragraph B] 

 
   
Section 4. Severability:  If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application of other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected. 
 
Section 5. Effective Date:  This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
 
Passed and approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg, Alaska this 6th day of 
February, 2023. 
 
 
        
        ____________________________ 
        Mark Jensen, Mayor 
Attest: 
           
________________________________       
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk  
         

        Adopted: 
        Published: 

Effective: 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2023-02 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FOR SERVICE 

AREA 1 OF THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH TO REZONE PARCEL B, BLOCK 

302, GREENBELT SUBDIVISION, LOCATED AT 10 N 12th STREET FROM OPEN 
SPACE- RECREATION (OS-R) TO COMMERCIAL-1 (C-1) 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough owns a parcel of land, described as follows: 
 
 Parcel B, Block 302, Greenbelt Subdivision, Plat #2016-4, 
 Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial District, State of 
 Alaska 
 
; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parcel is currently zoned Open Space – Recreation (OS-R); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission initiated a zoning change of the subject parcel, 

under PMC 19.84 .020(B), in response to an application to purchase borough property if the 
parcel was rezoned to Commercial-1 (C-1); and 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 19.84 of the Petersburg Municipal Code (Service Area 1) provides 

for zoning amendments whenever the public necessity, convenience or general welfare 
requires; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the potential 

rezoning on November 8, 2022, after the notice required by the Municipal Code was 
provided, and considered and reviewed applicant materials, public comments and testimony, 
and staff report; and 

 

WHEREAS, by unanimous roll call vote, the Planning Commission recommended 
to approve the rezoning based upon the findings of fact; and 

 

WHEREAS, Borough Charter Section 3.01(K) and Section 1.12.010(G) of the Municipal 
Code require amendments to the official zoning map be enacted by ordinance. 

 
THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 

 
Section 1. Classification. This Ordinance is of a general and permanent nature but will not 
be codified in the Municipal Code. 

 

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend the Official Zoning Map 
for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough. 

 
Section 3.  Substantive Provisions.  The Official Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of 
the Petersburg Borough, codified and referenced in Section 19.08.020 in the Municipal 
Code, is hereby amended for the following described property from Open Space-Recreation 
(OS-R) to Commercial-1 (C-1): 
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Parcel B, Block 302, Greenbelt Subdivision, Plat #2016-4, Petersburg 
Recording District, First Judicial District, State of Alaska. 

 
Section 4. Where Record to be Maintained. This non-Code ordinance, and the enactment 
of the zoning amendment referenced under Section 3 of this ordinance, shall be maintained with 
the zoning records of the Borough. 
 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance will take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Assembly of the Petersburg Borough, Alaska this 6th 
day of February 2023. 
 
 

        _____________________________ 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 

_______________________________ 

Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
Adopted:  

Published: 
Effective: 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION #2023-01 

  
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH MANAGER TO PURSUE OBTAINING 

OWNERSHIP OF THE PAPKE’S LANDING FACILITIES INCLUDING THE DOCK, FLOATS, 
LAUNCH RAMP, ASSOCIATED TIDELANDS, AND UPLANDS ADJACENT TO THE TIDELANDS 

PROPERTY, CURRENTY OWNED BY THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

WHEREAS, The Petersburg Borough seeks to renovate the Papke’s Landing marine infrastructure; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the requested tidelands, uplands, and access road is within the boundaries of the 
municipality; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the requested tidelands and uplands is not subject to a shore fisheries lease under AS 
38.05.082; and 

 
WHEREAS, the requested tidelands and uplands is classified for waterfront development; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources has an application and approval process for 
this transaction based upon Alaska Statute 38.05.825 for the tidelands; and  
 

WHEREAS, Alaska Department of Natural Resources has an approval process for obtaining the 
uplands through the Public and Charitable Use program; and 

 
WHEREAS, the use of the land would not unreasonably interfere with navigation or public access; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough has a vested interest in improving this facility for the benefit of the 

local economy, community, and visitors to the Borough; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly understands that the Borough will be responsible for 

the survey of the requested tidelands and uplands where necessary; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is supportive of this process; 

and  
 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly voted to pursue initial talks with the State regarding 

obtaining ownership of the tidelands and uplands property at Papke’s Landing for the purpose of renovating 
and improving these said facilities; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly voted on this day to approve the conceptual plans for 

the development at Papke’s.   
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Assembly for the Petersburg Borough approves pursuing 
ownership of the tidelands and uplands located at Papke’s Landing, from the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, encompassed by Survey’s ATS-258, ATS-251, and ASLS 2009-36, and approves the conceptual 
plans for the renovations and repairs. 
  

Passed and Approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on February 6, 2023.  
               . 
               
          _____________________________ 
ATTEST:         Mark Jensen, Mayor 
        
________________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION #2023-02 

  
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE SOUTHEAST ALASKA TROLL FISHERY AND 

URGING THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE AND THE ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME TO COMMIT THE NECESSARY RESOURCES TO 

DEFEND ALASKA’S FISHERIES 
 
 WHEREAS, commercial fishing is a mainstay of Petersburg’s economy and the largest 
private sector employer in the State of Alaska; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Southeast Alaska troll fleet is the second largest fleet in Alaska with 44% 
of fishing income to trollers being derived from their Chinook catch; and 
 
 WHEREAS, approximately 22% of the Southeast Alaska troll fleet permits are home-
ported in Petersburg; and 
 
 WHEREAS, 133 unique troll permits reported Petersburg as port of landing in the 2021 
troll fish ticket records; and 
 

WHEREAS, 14% of the total 2021 winter chinook troll fishery catch was landed in 
Petersburg; and 
 
 WHEREAS, commercial salmon trolling is a year-round contributor to Petersburg’s 
economy and sustains year-round employment in the fishing, processing, and support sector 
industries; and  
 
 WHEREAS, including fishing, processing, and all related multiplier effects, the troll fleet 
has a total economic impact in Petersburg of approximately $4.25 million annually, as measured 
in terms of total output; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the lawsuit filed by the Wild Fish Conservancy against the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) threatens to close the Southeast troll fishery despite that closure 
providing no meaningful benefits to Southern Resident Killer Whales; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Wild Fish Conservancy lawsuit has the potential to impact other 
Southeast fisheries; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the community of Petersburg will suffer severe economic hardship if the 
Southeast troll fishery is closed. 
  
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly for the Petersburg Borough strongly 
urges that: 
  

1. NMFS prioritize preparation of the necessary documents and processes to support 
prosecution of the Southeast winter and summer troll fisheries; and 

2. NMFS and Alaska Department of Fish & Game commit the necessary resources to 
effectively defend Alaska’s fisheries and the Southeast troll fishery in particular; and 

3. All necessary and available state, federal or private resources be made available to 
support lawsuit defendants and intervenors; and 
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4. The State of Alaska work with Alaska’s Congressional delegation to protect Alaska’s 
fisheries from present and future misdirected or malicious lawsuits. 

  
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on February 6, 2023.. 
 
        
             
        __________________________ 
        Mark Jensen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
        
______________________________ 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4425  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.petersburgak.gov 

 
 

 
 
 

 

February 20, 2023 
 
 
Bruce Sexauer, Chief 
Civil Works Branch 
Alaska District, USACE 
Box 6898 
JBER, Alaska 99506-0898 
 
Re:  General Investigations Study 
 
Dear Mr. Sexauer: 
 
The Petersburg Borough is requesting a general investigations study or assistance from the 
USACE from another applicable program to look at developing a harbor basin and breakwater 
along Borough owned property in Scow Bay. 
 
Harbors are vital for the Petersburg economy and our three harbor system is at full capacity with 
a waiting list for seasonal and permanent moorage.  This impacts our ability to attract and retain 
new businesses, as well as provide increased support for the US Coast Guard.  The protected 
nature of the harbors coupled with the centralized location of Petersburg has long been a factor 
in a consistent customer base.  Future growth will depend upon moorage availability. 
 
Currently there is design work being done for a boat yard and other vessel services on Borough 
owned uplands at Scow Bay and a new harbor facility would be an ideal addition to this area.  The 
Borough’s downtown waterfront has been fully utilized with no available area for future 
development therefore Scow Bay has been identified as a logical choice for harbor facility 
expansion.   
 
On behalf of the Petersburg Borough, I request the Alaska district initiate a study to construct a 
harbor basin, breakwater and all navigation features needed for a future harbor for Petersburg.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark Jensen 
Mayor 
Petersburg Borough 
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