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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, May 06, 2024 12:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: May 6, 2024 12:00 PM Alaska 
Topic: May 6, 2024 Borough Assembly Meeting 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://petersburgak-
gov.zoom.us/j/83631529521?pwd=6maDpnnUe39c0sqclxRzC4g89x839w.fQu_LZeNM_7JgTs-  
Passcode: 975204 
 
Or Telephone: 
(720) 707-2699 or (253) 215-8782 
Webinar ID: 836 3152 9521 
Passcode: 975204 
 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

3. 2023 State of Alaska's Ken Akerley Fire Service Leadership Award 

State Fire Marshal Lloyd Nakano will present the 2023 Ken Akerley Fire Service 
Leadership Award to one of Petersburg's dedicated Volunteer Fire Fighters. 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. April 15, 2024 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

5. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

6. Public Hearings 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2024-06:  An Ordinance Amending the Official 
Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Lots 3, 4, 5, 
and 6, Block 66, US Survey 1252 from Single-Family Residential (SF) to Public 
Use (P-1) 

Any public testimony regarding Ordinance #2024-06 should be given during this public 
hearing.  A copy of Ordinance #2024-06 may be found under agenda item 15A. 
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7. Bid Awards 

8. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

9. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

10. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

A. Borough Safety Committee Report 

Borough Safety Committee Chair Holmgrain has provided a written report to the 
Assembly. 

11. Consent Agenda 

12. Report of Other Officers 

A. Petersburg Medical Center Update 

PMC CEO Hofstetter will update the Assembly on Medical Center activities. 

B. U.S. Forest Service Update 

Petersburg District Ranger Born will update the Assembly on Forest Service activities. 

13. Mayor's Report 

A. May 6, 2024 Mayor's Report 

14. Manager's Report 

A. May 6, 2024 Manager's Report 

15. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-06:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Lots 3, 4, 5 and 6, Block 66, 
US Survey 1252 from Single-Family Residential (SF) to Public Use (P-1) 

If approved in three readings, Ordinance #2024-06 will rezone Lots 3, 4, 5 and 6, 
Block 66, Survey 1252, from Single Family Residential to Public Use at the request of 
the Petersburg Children's Center, who currently leases the property, for future 
development of childcare and learning facilities.  The Assembly unanimously approved 
Ordinance #2024-06 in its first reading. 

16. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-07:  An Ordinance Amending Section 4.33.030 of Chapter 
4.33, Transient Room Tax, of the Petersburg Municipal Code, to Increase the 
Transient Room Tax Rate from Four Percent (4%) to Seven Percent (7%), and 
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Directing that the Amendment be Submitted to the Qualified Voters of the 
Borough for Ratification 

If approved by the Assembly in three readings, Ordinance #2024-07 will bring a 
proposition before Borough voters at the October, 2024 municipal election to increase 
the Transient Room Tax from 4% to 7%.  Transient Room Tax is levied on rental of 
rooms at hotels, motels, or other lodging, for fewer than 30 days.  It is estimated that 
increasing the Transient Room Tax to 7% will generate approximately $53,000 in 
additional funds to support Borough infrastructure and expenses related to tourism in 
Petersburg. 

B. Ordinance #2024-08:  An Ordinance Amending Section 4.33.060 of the 
Petersburg Municipal Code to Clarify the Permitted Uses of Proceeds of the 
Borough Transient Room Tax 

Ordinance #2024-08, if adopted in three readings, will further clarify visitor-related 
uses for the proceeds of the Transient Room Tax. 

C. Ordinance #2024-09:  An Ordinance of the Petersburg Borough Adopting the 
Budget for Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2025 

The Assembly will consider Ordinance #2024-09, which will set the Borough budget for 
FY 2025, in its first reading. 

D. Department Head Reorganization 

Assistant Utility Director recruitment has proven to be unsuccessful.  Manager 
Giesbrecht is suggesting to reorganize departments back to the organization in place 
prior to creation of the Utility Director position, which was as follows:  1) Petersburg 
Power & Light Director, 2) Public Works Director in charge of Public Works, 
Maintenance, Motor Pool, Water, Wastewater and Sanitation; and 3) Assistant Public 
Works Director to work under the supervision of the Public Works Director.  Manager 
Giesbrecht's memo, attached in this packet, requests approval to move the Water & 
Wastewater Departments to be under the direction of the Public Works Director, post 
an Assistant Public Works Director position in-house this summer, and recruit for an 
Assistant Power & Light Director beginning in 2025.  This position would become the 
Power & Light Director upon Director Hagerman's retirement in 2026. 

E. New Hospital Project Mud Dump Fees 

Public Works Director Cotta and PMC CEO Hofstetter request Assembly support to 
waive all mud dump fees for the new hospital project.  Memos from Public Works 
Director Cotta and PMC CEO Hofstetter are included in this packet. 

17. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since April 11, 2024 

18. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 
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B. Recognitions 

19. Adjourn 
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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, April 15, 2024 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Vice Mayor Donna Marsh 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Scott Newman 
Assembly Member Rob Schwartz 
Assembly Member Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
 
EXCUSED 
Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh 
 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Board of Equalization 

A. The Borough Assessor received 55 appeals, all of which were settled prior to the 
Board of Equalization.  The Board of Equalization did approve four senior citizen 
property tax exemption applications that were received after the filing deadline. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Newman. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 

A. April 1, 2024 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

The April 1, 2024 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
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Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
 

5. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Stanton 
Gregor. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
 

6. Public Hearings 

There were no public hearings. 

7. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

8. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

Brock Snider, owner of Island Refrigeration, thanked the Assembly for considering the sale 
of tideland parcel #01.010.035 and explained his reasoning for offering $325,000 for the 
parcel, which is appraised at $414,000. 

Everett Bennett, WAVE Director, thanked Mayor Jensen for the Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month Proclamation and encouraged everyone to wear teal on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 in 
support of sexual assault victims. 

Bob Martin, Harbor Advisory Board Chair, asked the Assembly to route proceeds of the 
sale of tideland parcel #01-010-035 to the Harbor Enterprise Fund and to approve the sale 
at no less than the appraised value. 

9. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

Eleanor Kandoll, representing a group of students in the Petersburg High School Music 
program, stated the importance of the program to her and many other PHS students, and 
that electives are often what keeps students engaged in school.  Kandoll stated the future 
of electives is in danger due to lack of school funding and asked the Assembly to help 
keep electives available to students by maximizing the funding the Borough may provide to 
the school in the upcoming budget year. 

10. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

There were no reports. 

A. Public Safety Advisory Board Report/Recommendation 

6

Item 4A.



 

 P a g e  | 3 

The Public Safety Advisory Board provided a written report to the Assembly with 
recommendations regarding Police Department Training Funding. 

B. Petersburg Indian Association 

Petersburg Indian Association President Debra O'Gara introduced PIA's Council 
Members that were present in the Chambers.  She and Council Member Heather 
Conn gave a presentation regarding past projects with which PIA has partnered with 
the Borough, the USFS, and the State of Alaska.  PIA is also interested in a future 
project partnering with the Tlingit Haida Regional Housing Authority and the Borough 
to build a second phase of the Airport Subdivision. 

11. Consent Agenda 

A. Fierce Allegiance Development, LLC Lease Renewal 

The Fierce Allegiance lease, recently assigned by Ocean Beauty Seafoods, of Lot 4A-
A, Plat 94-5, May 24, 1994, is up for renewal effective April 15, 2024, at an annual rate 
of $1,644. 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved renewal of the Fierce Allegiance 
Development, LLC lease. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
 

12. Report of Other Officers 

There were no reports. 

13. Mayor's Report 

A. April 15, 2024 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen recognized Sexual Assault Awareness Month with a Proclamation and 
encouraged everyone to wear teal on Tuesday, April 23rd.  Mayor Jensen also shared 
that 1) Senator Stedman informed him there are currently three Petersburg projects 
that could receive funding in the FY 2025 State budget ($200,000 for Banana Point, 
$200,000 for the South Harbor Work Float, and $30,000 for the Gun Range); 2) Lisa 
Falskow, Alaska's Honorary Consul to the Norwegian Embassy, informed him of 
Author Don Pugnetti, Jr.'s plan to be in Petersburg at the Library June 23 through July 
9, 2024 to gather information on fishing in Petersburg in the 1960's for an upcoming 
book.  Mayor Jensen encouraged anyone who fished in the 1960s to take the time to 
speak with Mr. Pugnetti.  Mr. Pugnetti is author of A Coat Died Black, a book about the 
Norwegian resistance during WWII; and 3) he will be out of town for the May 6 meeting 
and requests Vice Mayor Marsh facilitate the meeting.  He will try to attend the 
meeting via Zoom. 

14. Manager's Report 
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There is no written Manager's Report for this meeting. 

15. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-05:  An Ordinance Determining that Property Conveyed to the 
Borough in a Tax Foreclosure Proceeding Shall not be Retained for a Public 
Purpose and Shall Hereafter be Sold - Third and Final Reading 

The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #2024-05 in its third and final 
reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Vice Mayor Marsh. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
 

16. New Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-06:  An Ordinance Amending the Official Zoning Map for 
Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough to Rezone Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block 
66, US Survey 1252, from Single Family Residential (SF) to Public Use (P-1) 

If approved in three readings, Ordinance #2024-06 will rezone Lots 3, 4, 5 and 6, 
Block 66, Survey 1252, from Single Family Residential (SF) to Public Use (P-1) at the 
request of the Petersburg Children's Center, who currently leases the property, for the 
future development of childcare and learning facilities.  

Ordinance #2024-06 was unanimously approved in its first reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Newman. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
 

B. Resolution #2024-06:  A Resolution Approving the Sale of a Borough Tidelands 
Parcel, Described as Petersburg Port Authority Storage Area, According to Plats 
#2000-6 and #2000-5 (Parcel ID #01-010-035), to Island Refrigeration, LLC 

Island Refrigeration has offered a purchase price of $325,000 for Parcel ID #01-010-
035, plus expenses incurred during the sale process as required by Borough 
Code.  Parcel ID #01-010-035 has an appraised value of $414,000.   

A motion to approve the sale of Borough tideland parcel #01-010-035 for $364,000 
failed by a vote of 3-3. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Vice Mayor Marsh. 
Voting Yea: Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly 
Member Stanton Gregor 
Voting Nay: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn 
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A motion to approve the sale of Borough tideland parcel #01-010-035 for the 
appraised value of $414,000 failed by a vote of 3-3. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Stanton 
Gregor. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Stanton 
Gregor 
Voting Nay: Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member 
Schwartz 

A motion to approve the sale of Borough tideland parcel #01-010-035 for $325,000 
failed by a vote of 3-3. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Newman, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member 
Schwartz 
Voting Nay: Mayor Jensen, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly Member Stanton 
Gregor 

A motion to approve the sale of Borough tideland parcel #01-010-035 for $360,000 
passed by a vote of 4-2. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Vice Mayor Marsh. 
Voting Yea: Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Newman, Assembly Member 
Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
Voting Nay: Mayor Jensen, Assembly Member Lynn 
 

C. FY 2025 Budget Work Session 

The Assembly will hold the FY 2025 budget work session on Wednesday, April 24, 
2024 at 6:00 p.m. in the Assembly Chambers. 

17. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since March 27, 2024 

18. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 

There were no comments. 

B. Recognitions 

Mayor Jensen recognized Elementary School Principal Heather Conn for her 
wonderful work at the school and for being named Alaska Elementary Principal of the 
Year. 

19. Adjourn 
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Newman. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Newman, Assembly Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor 
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May 6, 2024 

Written Report from Safety Committee Chairman Captain Holmgrain 

 

The Borough Safety Committee continues to meet monthly.   

The Committee is continuing to work on reviewing and updating all policies in the 

Borough Safety Manual and is on schedule to finish the review at the May 21, 

2024 safety meeting.  
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Petersburg Medical Center 
 

     Guiding Values: Integrity – Dignity – Professionalism – Team Work - Quality   

Borough Assembly Report – May 2024 – Phil Hofstetter, CEO 
   
 

FY24-28 Strategic Plan Goals, Priorities, and Benchmarks 

Community Engagement:  

• PMC First Quarter 2024 Newsletter. 

• I was in Washington, DC, with the Alaska Hospital and Healthcare Association executive team for the 
annual American Hospital Association (AHA) meeting April 14-16. This conference is a forum that 
provides the opportunities to learn from top thought 
leaders in Washington; connect with colleagues from 
across the country who are leading efforts to transform 
the way care is delivered; and influence the political 
landscape as we advocate for policies to support 
patients, caregivers and communities. Our team was 
able to meet with the legislative delegation to discuss 
healthcare advocacy and I was able to advocate for 
capital funding. In additional I met with Minnesota 
Senator Smith’s Health Policy staff on telehealth and 
the National Rural Health Executive team on rural 
health issues, priorities and supported legislation 
nationally. These nationwide issues are areas of concern 
at PMC and across the country: 

o Insurance Companies creating barriers to 
receiving care and paying for services through 
the following processes, including prior 
authorization process, delays and denials. We 
had a presentation from Dr. Shikha Jain featured 
in this New York Times video regarding how this 
is affecting patients and the health system. In 
the past 2 years, denials from payors increased 
41% nationally. PMC also has been reported this 
as an issue that affects our AR.  

o Cybersecurity and cyber attacks: We heard from 
the FBI and the NSA that there are increased 
attacks in healthcare on the third-party vendors 
that are used. Healthcare is expecting increased 
regulations in this area and PMC will also be 
doing a thorough review to make sure all third-
party vendors have their systems up to the same 
protection we are required to have.  

o Workforce: Workforce burnout continues to remain a pressing issue in healthcare, emphasizing 
the critical need for sustainable strategies to address this ongoing challenge and ensure the 
well-being of dedicated staff members. 

Pictured: Phil Hofstetter, PMC CEO; Jared Kosin, AHHA 
CEO; Jan Mylet, AHHA Communications Director;  
Jennifer Opsut, Alaska Regional CEO; and Dori Stevens, 
PeaceHealth CEO. 

Pictured front: Phil Hofstetter, PMC CEO; Jennifer Opsut 
Alaska Regional CEO; Representative Mary Peltola;  
Dori Stevens, PeaceHealth CEO, Jan Mylet, AHHA 
Communications Director. Back:,Shaun Keef, Central 
Peninsula CEO; Jared Kosin, AHHA CEO; and Bruce 
Richards, Central Peninsula, Director of Public Relations. 
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     Guiding Values: Integrity – Dignity – Professionalism – Team Work - Quality   

• April 1: PMC reported out at the Borough Assembly meeting. 

• April 6: PMC participates in DOT emergency preparedness drill. 

• April 13: Youth mental health first aid course. This engaging and impactful training teaches adults how 
to recognize and respond to a mental health crisis in young people.  

• April 14-16: AHA Annual meeting in Washington, DC. 

• April 25: KFSK Radio PMC Live. 

Financial Wellness:  

• Accounts Receivables (AR) is still hovering about 70 days and the revenue cycle team continues to work 
on improving this to get to target of 55 days.   

• PMC received a large Medicare cost report settlement of ~ $1M. This injection of funds is crucial for 
replenishing our short-term reserves, which were depleted by post-pandemic financial strains. 

• PMC Grant teams have been working diligently on evaluating and submitting grants to State of Alaska 
from Adult Day Program, Denali Commission $2M for new facility development, Senator Murkowski 
and Rep Peltola CDS appropriations applications for new facility, HRSA grant Colorectal Cancer, 
Behavioral Health Opioid settlement grant through state of Alaska and collaborative grant with the 
school on nursing and healthcare services.    

Workforce Wellness:  

• The PMC family mourns the loss of Rodney Anderson, a valued team member since 2018. Rodney's 
contributions to our community through alternative healing chiropractic treatment were profound, 
and he will be deeply missed.  

• PMC fosters opportunities for employee engagement. Currently underway is a comprehensive facility-
wide employee survey aimed at gauging workplace satisfaction, with the annual employee forum 
scheduled for May 9. Monthly CEO Office Hours serve as a vital platform for staff interaction and 
feedback.  

Facility: 

• A blasting plan was submitted to the 
Borough for the removal of the bedrock. 
Notifications will be sent out to the 
community that this will be occurring within 
the next week or two.  

• The PMC selection committee selected firms 
related to the new facility project: Project 
Management Services and Special 
Inspection and Testing Services. 

• PMC staff had one final opportunity to 
comment on the 65% design documents for 
the WERC building. This part of the process 
involved reviewing the contents of each 
room, such as outlet placements, and the 
finishes, like flooring selections. Next will be 
100% full design documents.  

• Updates: Project updates are available on the PMC website under the “New Facility & Planning” tab: 
https://www.pmcak.org/new-building.html. 
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     Guiding Values: Integrity – Dignity – Professionalism – Team Work - Quality   

Patient-Centered Care:   

• We met with the CEO and an orthopedic surgeon from PeaceHealth Ketchikan to assess and discuss 
options for providing specialty clinics in Petersburg.  

• The March 23 health and safety fair’s success is a crucial factor in impacting our community’s well-
being initiatives. Our commitment to 
fostering a culture of health extends 
beyond the event, as we continually 
seek avenues for community 
engagement and collaboration across 
all programs. This year’s event saw a 
strong turnout, with over 200 
community members attending, and 
more than 400 individuals obtaining 
their lab results leading up to the 
event, demonstrating a proactive 
approach to health within our 
community.  

• Dermatology clinic and ENT specialties 
will be coming up in May.  

• Kinder Skog received a $20k grant to provide an outdoor kayak program this summer through the 
Alaska Community Foundation. This will focus on wellness and health through outdoor activities. 

 Pictured: Dr. Cortney Hess, PMC Medical Director; Jennifer Bryner, PMC CNO; Dr. 
Joshua Schkrohowsky, PeaceHealth; Phil Hofstetter, PMC CEO; Dori Stevens, 
PeaceHealth CEO. 
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Category A Category B Category C

Organized labor or non-timber 
product harvester groups (VACANT)

Developed outdoor recreation, off-hwy 
vehicle users, or commercial recreation 
activities

Energy and mineral development interests 
or commercial or recreational fishing 
interests

Commercial timber industry

Federal grazing or other land use 
permittee or nonindustrial private forest 
landowner  (VACANT)

Nationally recognized environmental 
organizations (VACANT)

Regionally or locally recognized 
environmental organizations

Dispersed recreational activities 

Archaeological and historical interests  

Nationally or regionally recognized wild 
horse & burro groups, wildlife or hunting 
organizations, or watershed associations

State elected official or designee 
(VACANT)

County or local elected official 

Representative for American Indian 
Tribes within or adjacent to RAC 
jurisdiction (VACANT)

Area school officials or teachers

Representative for the affected 
public at large

A functional RAC needs 15 members, one from each of the following:

What is a RAC?

Join our Resource Advisory Committee: 

is outreaching for your participation!
TONGASS

Resource Advisory Committees review projects submitted by agencies, 
non-profits, landowners, and others and make recommendations for 
funding. These projects must be on or adjacent to the Tongass 
National Forest. Types of projects include improving trails; soil 
productivity; ecosystem health; wildlife and fish habitat; native species 
or noxious weed control. The annual commitment is attending 2-3 one-
hour admin meetings, a few hours to review proposals on your own time, 
and 1-2 day-long voting meetings. 

A portion of Forest 
Service funds generated 
from multiple use 

activities like grazing, 
mining, timber, 

and special 
use permits 
is distributed 
to local 
governments. 

Secure Rural 
Schools 

Reauthorization 
Act of 2021

Citizens within the South 
Tongass RAC jurisdiction who 
represent one of the vacant 
interest groups below are 
encouraged to apply. There 
are 3 vacancies available. 

Scan the QR code for an 
application, instructions and 
more information.

Who can apply?

Improve economic opportunities and 
ecosystem services for your community!

Lend your voice to project spending!

Share your ideas with people who value 
your perspective!

Build your professional skills! 

RAC    
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(no)

                            Form  –  AD-755     Approved OMB  No. 0505-0001  
                               Expiration  Date:   03/31/2022  

United States Department of Agriculture  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE OR RESEARCH AND PROMOTION  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
  

 Board/Council Name:
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

   
     

      
 

    
 

Privacy Act Notice
Public Laws 95-113 and 93-579 permit collection of the data requested on this form. The information is us
suitability and availability for service on advisory committees or research and promotion boards/councils. T
conduct background clearances and/or for annual reports on advisory committees or research and promoti
this information may result in non-selection of a prospective advisory committee member, board/council me
or board/council. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY OR TYPE 

  
            Are you a U.S. Citizen? (Mark yes or  ___                       
         
          

 
                                       

                 

                 

          

    

 
            

  
      

                   

        

          

 

 

     

                            

         

          

                      

    
  
 
       

  
     
           
 
    

   
 

 
 
 

    
    
  
 

 
  
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ed to determine qualifications, 
he information will be used to 
on boards/councils.  Failure to submit 
mber or termination of the committee 

1. Name (Last, First, Middle)  –  Mr., Mrs., Miss., Ms., Dr.   2. Social Security Number:   

no) ____(yes)_
If no, please provide passport number and issuing country:
(foreign citizens only)

4. Business No.3. Residential Address (include ZIP code):

Home No:

Cell or Mobile:

Fax:   

E-mail Address:

5. Place of Birth (City and State, Country): 6. Date of Birth:

7. This information is voluntary, and data will not be used to grant preferential treatment: (See last page for definition of categories.)

What is your Gender? Ethnicity: 

8. Company/Business Name: 8a. Are you a federally registered lobbyist?   

9. Company/Business  Address (include  Zip  Code):    9a.  Occupation/Title:  

10. [Insert appropriate commodity question(s) from supplemental list.] (To be completed by R&P Board Members Only)

Male

Female 

Hispanic or Latino 

Not Hisp anic or Latin  o

What is your Race? (Mark one or more) 

American Indian or Alaska  Native 

Asian 

Black or African American 

 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 

White   

Yes No
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17. Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  (A  felony is  defined as any  violation of law punishable by imprisonment of

longer than one ye     ar).     Yes         No.    If yes, please explain on the attached continuation  sheet.
 

 
    

  
     

               If yes, please explain on the attached continuation sheet.   
 
       

 
 

     
  

 
 

 
 
 

10a. If applicable, how long have you been engaged in farming or production, and what is the size of your farming operation. (i.e. 
List acreage and pounds produced by kind of crop, as well as, kinds and numbers of livestock?) 

11. List your business experience. (Use the Continuation Sheet for additional space to answer.)

12. List education and any specialized experience. (Use the Continuation Sheet for additional space to answer.)

13. List applicable farm/handler/producer/importer or co-op member industry organizations (indicate whether a member or officer
and how long affiliated).

14. List other affiliations and/or service as a community leader that would benefit you in your role as a member of the advisory
committee or research and promotion board/council.

15. List any Federal advisory committee or board on which you are currently a member and the number of years you have served
on that committee or board. (To be completed by current Advisory Committee Members Only)

16. List sources of income in excess of $10,000 for the past calendar year from other than your primary employment. List only
sources; do not show amounts of income from each source. (To be completed by Advisory Committee Nominees Only)

_________________________________ _____________________________________ 

_________________________________ _____________________________________

18. As a result of your participation in Federal programs, have any judgments been rendered against you?  As a result of
participation in any governmental programs relative to the purposes of the advisory committee or research and promotion
board/council for which you are a nominee, have any civil or criminal actions been initiated against you?

 Yes     No. 

19. Name as you would prefer it to appear on official correspondence.

Signature Date 
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REPRODUCED LOCALLY: Include form number and date on all reproductions. Approved OMB No. 0505-0001 
Expiration Date: 03/31/2022 

Continuation Sheet for Form AD-755 

If you need more space for an answer, use this sheet.  Please number each answer to correspond to the number on Form AD-755. 
When you have completed your answer(s), attach to Form AD-755. 

[INSERT COMMODITY BOARD, COUNCIL, OR DELEGATE NAME] 

Name (Last, First, Middle): 

Last 4 digits of  Social Security  or Passport  Number:  

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of 
information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0505-0001.  The time 
required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

A dditional space for answers (if needed):
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Form – AD-755 Approved OMB No. 0505-0001 
Expiration Date xx/xx/20xx 

Definition of Ethnicity and  Race Categories  
Ethnicity: 
Hispanic or Latino. A person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other Spanish 
culture or origin, regardless of race. 

Race: 
American Indian or Alaska Native – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of North and 
South America (including Central America), and who maintains tribal affiliation or community attachment. 

Asian – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian 
subcontinent including, for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the 
Philippine Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

Black or African American – A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa. 

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of 
Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands. 

White – A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East or North Africa.

      Two or more – A person having two or more origins in any race. 
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Mayor’s Report  

For 
May 6, 2024 Assembly Meeting 

 
 

 

1. Mayfest Celebration 2024:  Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable Mayfest 
celebration next week! 
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
  

 
 

Borough Manager’s Report 
Assembly Meeting 6 May 2024  

 
 
 

 Sand pickup is progressing. Street grading as weather permits.  
 

 Mayfest prep is underway, with crosswalks painted last week.    
 

 The crew cleared a very overgrown right-of-way at the top of PFI hill, improving safety and visibility in the 
area. Outgoing traffic from the cannery now has a better view of vehicles approaching from uphill. 
 

 Surplus fire engine #5 was auctioned successfully. Minimum bid was $10,000 – we received 2 bids and the 
winning bidder paid $15,348.89.  
 

 Planning is underway for the annual Household Hazardous Waste collection event, which will be held June 
1st and 2nd.  

 

 Building Maintenance has been assisting Power & Light with some roof repairs and plumbing work for a 
washer/dryer installation at the PMPL building.  
 

 Several of us met with various transportation agencies in a meeting facilitated by Alaska Municipal League.  
We talked about priority projects in the Borough and the group prioritized four projects; Fredrick 
Road/Cabin Creek, Scow Bay, Airport Bypass Road, and Papke’s Landing.  We will all continue to work 
together on these projects to see if funding can be identified.  Participants included Borough staff, Forest 
Service, Federal Highways, Alaska DOT and Petersburg Indian Association.   
 

 Water Staff is working with ADEC to complete the Lead Service Line Inventory.  This is a federally 
mandated inventory in the wake of the Flint, Michigan lead pipe issue of a few years ago.  The risk in 
Petersburg is very low with virtually all service lines being copper and the Borough’s corrosion control 
program keeping any metal leaching to within federal standards.  
 

 The blasting at the Wellness and Education Resource Center (WERC) site had us worried about an older 
water line adjacent to the site, but the contractor is doing a great job in controlling each shot.  No damage 
or disturbance to the water mains in the area is evident.  
 

 Thanks to the WW staff for setting up the seasonal public restroom trailers in the Municipal Building 
parking lot.  
 

 We are waiting to receive the draft wastewater discharge permit, following any comments by the State and 
local tribe.  
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 PMPL is planning an open house at the Blind Slough Hydro project for the afternoon of May 16th from 1 -
3 pm.   Hydro power started in Petersburg 100 years ago in 1924 so it is fitting that we celebrate the ongoing 
benefit to the community and the completion of the newest upgrades to the powerhouse at the same time.  
We will hold a short ribbon cutting ceremony at 2:30pm, followed by Mayor Jensen initiating a restart of the 
generator.  The entire Assembly, Department Heads and the public are invited to attend.  There will be light 
refreshments and you’ll be able to compare the differences between the 1929 generator and the 2023 
generator.  Please help us celebrate.  
 

 PMPL has provided additional Blind Slough Hydro project information to the DOE staff members who are 
managing negotiations for the Section 243 grant.  Of note is that the DOE project managers have 
determined that the requirements of the Buy America Build America act will not need to be met by our 
project as the work is complete and the law was enacted after equipment and construction contracts had 
been entered into.  This is fantastic news for PMPL staff and means that the full eligible value of the grant 
should be forthcoming after the negotiations are completed (approximately $2.8 million).  
 

 Geotechnical investigations at the Scow Bay Generator site were completed recently and verified that the 
site is well prepared for another large generator foundation.  Design work is ongoing to produce a Design 
Build Invitation to Bid that will be advertised this summer.  
 

 PMPL is happy to report that our entire staff did a great job in response to the SEAPA systemwide outage 
that occurred on Thursday, April 25th.  A series of events that occurred in Ketchikan knocked all SEAPA 
member communities off the grid, but Petersburg’s restoration with our diesel plant went smoothly.  This 
was the first total system outage for many of our staff members and they did great.  
 

 We are short employees in Dispatch and are looking for good candidates.  Check out the Borough’s website 
or talk to Chief Kerr regarding the openings.   
 

 Chief Kerr attended the USCG port security meeting; getting ready for the cruise ship season.   
 

 Derrick is working on updating our documentation for the kitchen processes.   
 

 We have been having some issues with the call system at Assisted Living.  Working through upgrading some 
of the computer system which supports the pagers.   
 

 Derrick is working on the wording for our contract at Assisted Living as it relates to double occupancy in 
the rooms.   
 

 I have reached out again to ADNR regarding abandoned vehicles at Papke’s.  We are hoping they will allow 
the Borough to work with ADOT to keep the problem under control, so users of the facility have parking 
space.   
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2024-06 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FOR SERVICE AREA 1 OF 

THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH TO REZONE LOTS 3, 4, 5, AND 6, BLOCK 66, US 
SURVEY 1252, FROM SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (SF) TO PUBLIC USE (P-1) 

 
WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough owns and the Petersburg Children’s Center (PCC) 

leases the parcels, described as follows: 
 

Lots 3, 4, 5, and 6, Block 66, US Survey 1252, Petersburg Recording District, State 
of Alaska 

; and 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 19.84 of the Petersburg Municipal Code (Service Area 1) 

provides for zoning amendments whenever the public necessity, convenience or general 
welfare requires; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered a request from Petersburg 

Children’s Center to rezone the four parcels from Single-Family Residential (SF) to Public Use 
(P-1); and 

 
WHEREAS, if rezoned, the PCC intends to use the premises for the future 

development of childcare and learning facilities, which is consistent with the lease agreement 
(Recorded Document: 2004-000892—0) assigned to the PCC for the subject property; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing on the 

proposed rezone on March 12, 2024, and considered and reviewed applicant materials, 
public comments and testimony, and staff report; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission voted 6-0 to recommend rezoning the subject 

property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Borough Charter Section 3.01(K) and Section 1.12.010(G) of the 
Municipal Code require amendments to the official zoning map be enacted by ordinance. 
 

THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS as follows: 
 
Section 1. Classification. This Ordinance is of a general and permanent nature but will not 
be codified in the Municipal Code. 

 
Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Ordinance is to amend the Official Zoning Map 
for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough. 
 
Section 3. Substantive Provisions.   
The Official Zoning Map for Service Area 1 of the Petersburg Borough, codified and 
referenced in Section 19.08.020 in the Municipal Code, is hereby amended for the 
following described property from Single-Family Residential (SF) to Public Use (P-1): Lots 3, 
4, 5,and 6, Block 66, US Survey 1252, Petersburg Recording District, State of Alaska. 

. 
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Section 4. Where Record to be Maintained. This non-Code ordinance, and the enactment 
of the zoning amendment referenced under Section 3 of this ordinance, shall be maintained with 
the zoning records of the Borough. 
 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance will take effect immediately upon final adoption. 
 
 
PASSED and APPROVED by the Assembly of the Petersburg Borough, Alaska this 
________day of _________________, 2024. 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

Mark Jensen, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_______________________________ 

Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
 

Adopted:  
Published:  
Effective:  
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Planning Commission Report & Findings of Fact 
Meeting Date:  3/12/2024 

APPLICANT/AGENT:    OWNER(S), IF DIFFERENT: 
 Petersburg Children’s Center  Petersburg Borough 
   
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT AREA: 
 Lots 3,4,5,6 Blk 66 USS1252   20,000 sq ft 
   
LOCATION: 
See attached maps 

 SURROUNDING ZONING 

   North:   Public Use 
  South:   Single-family Residential (SF) 
ZONING:   East:      Single-family Residential (SF) 
 Single Family Residential  West:    Public Use 
    
PID:   
01-006-125, 01-006-127 
01-006-149, 01-006-155 
 
APPLICATION SUBMISSION DATE:    
   
1/25/2024   
   

 

I. APPLICANT REQUEST:  Request to rezone 4 lots from Single-family to Public Use. 

II. APPLICABLE CODES: 

19.84 AMENDMENTS 

III. FINDINGS: 

a. The subject property is composed of 4 parcels of borough-owned vacant land that is leased to the 

Petersburg Children’s Center. 

b. The immediate surrounding area is developed with a mix of residential and institutional uses such as 

schools and childcare. 

c. The applicant’s intent is to develop these lots for parking for the adjacent childcare facility but also 

move toward construction of a future childcare facility.  

d. The 2016 comprehensive plan recommends future land use for this area be Public Facilities. The 

intended use is site-specific, developed public use facilities, including developed recreation facilities. 

e. Public Facilities is also the intended land use for the existing PCC facility. 

f. Rezoning these lots from SF to Public Use would be consistent with the current land use for the 

school and existing Petersburg Children’s Center. It would also be consistent with the intended use as 

outlined in the lease agreement with the borough.  

IV. PUBLIC NOTICE 

The borough provided public notice consistent with PMC 19.84.040. Notice was mailed by first class 

mail to the owner of record of the property within six hundred feet of the exterior boundary of the 

property that is the subject of the application. 
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Planning Commission Report & Findings  of Fact
Meeting Date:  3/12/2024

V. APPLICATION REVIEW

a. The  application is classified as a  request to amend the borough zoning map.

b.  Criteria  –  Per  19.84.030,  The Planning Commission’s report to the Assembly shall include findings as to

need and justification for the proposed change, including findings as to the effect which the proposed 
change would have on the objective of the comprehensive plan.

VI. ACTION

Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning Commission  makes the following 
recommendation to the Borough Assembly:

The Planning Commission recommends to the  Borough Assembly that  Lots 3,4,5,6 Blk 66, USS 1252 be 
rezoned from Single-Family Residential to Public Use with findings of fact as presented.

The proposed change is consistent with the goals of the comprehensive plan, which recommended the 
property be used for public facilities and is consistent with the intended use as outlined in the terms of 
the lease between the PCC and the borough.

EXHIBITS

Planning Commission packet

Pages 1-2 of original Lease Agreement that was assigned to PCC
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Applicant Material
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Community & Economic Development 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907)772-4042 Fax (907)772-3759 

www.petersburgak.gov 

February 20, 2024 

ABBOTT THOMAS HART ELIZABETH 
PO BOX 1617 
PETERSBURG, AK 99833-1617 

NOTICE OF SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS 

The Petersburg Borough Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing to 
consider:  
 An application from the Petersburg Children’s Center for a conditional use permit to allow 
parking spaces to be on a lot within 500’ of the use at 306 N 5th ST. (PID: 01-006-125) 
also, to rezone Lots 3,4,5, and 6 from single-family residential to public use at the corner 
of N 5th and Dolphin Streets (PID: 01-006-125, -127, -149, -155). 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the applications, either in writing or verbally, will be 
given the opportunity to be heard during the above-mentioned hearing. Said hearing may be continued 
from time to time as necessary. If the Planning Commission is unable to meet at the date and time stated 
above, this application will be considered at a future meeting with no further notice provided except for 
the general notice provided to the public. 

The Petersburg Municipal Code (PMC) provides for an appeal of a Planning Commission decision to the 
Borough Assembly by the property owner or a governmental agency, or any property owner within 600’ 
of the applicant property and requires that such an appeal be filed within 10 consecutive calendar days of 
the date the decision is made. For more information regarding appeal requirements, please see PMC 
Chapter 19.92. 

Sincerely, 

Liz Cabrera,  
Community & Economic Development Department 

The public hearing and 
consideration of the 

application will be held: 

Tuesday, March 12th 2024, at 12:00 PM 
Assembly Chambers, Municipal Building 
12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska. 

The meeting is open to the public.  
To attend via ZOOM, please contact Anna Caulum at 907-772-5409. 

TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
By Mail: PO Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

By Email: acaulum@petersburgak.gov 
Hand-Deliver: Petersburg Municipal Building, 12 S. Nordic Dr. 

Public Hearing Mailout
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Name1 Name2 Address1 City State Zip
CHRIST FRY PO BOX 1440 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1440
HEATHER O'NEIL PO BOX 1083 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1083
SALLY DWYER PO BOX 1788 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1788
JIM FLOYD PO BOX 281 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0281
JOHN JENSEN PO BOX 681 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0681
PHIL MEEKS PO BOX 1514 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1514
MARIETTA DAVIS PO BOX 673 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0673
PETERSBURG CHILDREN CENTER PO BOX 138 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0138
ABBOTT THOMAS HART ELIZABETH PO BOX 1617 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1617
ANDERSON JASON C ANDERSON JULIE E PO BOX 1841 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1841
ANDERSON RODNEY L ANDERSON MELINDA S PO BOX 849 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0849
BRUMBLEY PAGE HILL KENNETH PO BOX 1290 CORDOVA AK 99574
BURKE RICHARD PO BOX 1406 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1406
CANIK HEATHER D PO BOX 1653 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1653
CANTON LOGAN J CANTON SHEENA L PO BOX 1742 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1742
COLLISON JEREMY N COLLISON MARISSA A PO BOX 1702 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1702
CRONLUND DOUGLAS PO BOX 363 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0363
EILENBERGER MARILYN H PO BOX 503 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0503
EWING LYNN R EWING DONNA M PO BOX 1335 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1335
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PO BOX 990 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0990
FREDRICKSEN NORMAN FREDRICKSEN LYNDA PO BOX 98 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0098
HAGERMAN KARL HAGERMAN ROBYN PO BOX 2111 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2111
HINDE BENJAMIN HINDE MARCIE PO BOX 2099 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2099
HOLMGRAIN RANDAL E HOLMGRAIN SARAH PO BOX 1975 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1975
JOHNSON CARLEE RAE BAXTER-MCINTOSH RANS PO BOX 2162 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2162
KAINO DOUGLAS MCNUTT NAN PO BOX 295 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0295
KAINO TEDDY T KAINO SHIGEKO PO BOX 265 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0265
LENHARD MATTHEW LENHARD JILL PO BOX 1404 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1404
LEWIS ERIC L PO BOX 2046 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2046
LONGWORTH JOHN R PO BOX 773 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0773
LUTHERAN CHURCH PO BOX 709 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0709
MALLORY DARCY PO BOX 1945 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1945
MANLY AMBER OLSON DARRYL P PO BOX 476 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0476
MARTIN DAVID S PO BOX 88 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0088
NEWLUN NEIL NEWLUN MARGARET PO BOX 957 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0957
NICHOLSON NATALIE RUTH REID MICHAEL FLOYD 14200 69TH DR SE #M-1 SNOHOMISH WA 98296
NILSEN MIKE L NILSEN RAVENNA PO BOX 1084 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1084
OHMER DAVE N PO BOX 13 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0013
OINES MARJORIE J PO BOX 591 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0591
O'NEIL ERICA O'NEIL SCOTT PO BOX 755 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0755
OTNESS HOLLI OTNESS NELS PO BOX 2058 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2058
OTNESS NELS K III OTNESS HOLLI I PO BOX 716 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0716
PETERSBURG BOROUGH SCHOOLS PO BOX 289 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0289
PETERSEN CODEE PETERSEN NATALIE PO BOX 1498 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1498
SPERL DONALD & TAUSHA SPERL KOREN PO BOX 1407 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1407
ST ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH PO BOX 1815 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1815
ST CATHERINE'S CHURCH PO BOX 508 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0508
STANTON GREGOR JAY STANTON GREGOR LEA PO BOX 2155 PETERSBURG AK 99833-2155
STEWART DAVID L PO BOX 1018 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1018
STRATMAN JOSEPH RICE ALLISON PO BOX 1736 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1736
THOMPSON FLOYD A PO BOX 1436 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1436
TURLAND BECKY A PO BOX 1987 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1987
US FOREST SERVICE PO BOX 21628 JUNEAU AK 99802-1628
WELDE DOUGLAS PO BOX 875 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0875
WELDE RACHEL PO BOX 1245 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1245
WELLNER MICHAEL WELLNER JENNIFER PO BOX 1591 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1591
WIKAN RICHARD PO BOX 1461 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1461
WILKINSON TIM WILKINSON RAE PO BOX 895 PETERSBURG AK 99833-0895
WRIGHT CHADWICK C JOHNSON SARAH A PO BOX 1956 PETERSBURG AK 99833-1956
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2024-07 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 4.33.030 OF CHAPTER 4.33, 
TRANSIENT ROOM TAX, OF THE PETERSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE, TO  
INCREASE THE TRANSIENT ROOM TAX RATE FROM FOUR PERCENT 

(4%) TO SEVEN PERCENT (7%), AND DIRECTING THAT THE 
AMENDMENT BE SUBMITTED TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE 

BOROUGH FOR RATIFICATION 
 

WHEREAS, the borough levies a tax on the transient rental of hotel rooms, defined as a 

person staying in a hotel, motel or other lodging for fewer than 30 days; and 

WHEREAS, the funds generated by this tax, in the amount of $71,000 for FY23, are used for 

tourism-related services within the Borough, including tourism related marketing and support of 

borough infrastructure supporting tourism; and 

WHEREAS, the current transient room tax rate of four percent (4%) was established in 1997, 

and has not been increased in the last 27 years; and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough currently has one of the lowest transient room tax rates 

in Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, based upon Alaska Taxable 2023, published by the State of Alaska's Office of the 

State Assessor, of the 45 municipalities that impose a transient occupancy tax on a percentage 

basis, only 5 other municipalities have a bed tax rate of 4% or less, and the average tax rate is in 

excess of 7%; and 

WHEREAS, for example, in the Southeast communities of Sitka, Wrangell, City of Ketchikan, 

Skagway, and Juneau, the transient occupancy tax rates are 6%, 6%, 7%, 8% and 9% 

respectively; and 

WHEREAS, increasing the transient room tax rate for the borough to 7% will generate 

approximately $53,000 in additional funds to support borough infrastructure and expenses related 

to the tourism-related sector of the borough economy; and  

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Borough Charter Section 12.02(B), the increase in the 

transient room rate requires ratification by the voters. 

THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS, Section 4.33.030, paragraph A, 

of the Petersburg Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows.  

Section 1. Classification:  This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and shall be 

codified in the Petersburg Municipal Code. 

Section 2. Purpose:  The purpose of this ordinance is to increase the Transient Room Tax 

Rate from four percent (4%) to seven percent (7%), subject to voter ratification. 
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Section 3. Substantive Provisions:  

Section 4.33.030, paragraph A, is hereby amended to read as follows (the language proposed for 

addition is in bold and underlined, and the language proposed for deletion is struck through): 

 4.33.030 Rate. 

A. The rate of the transient room tax is established at seven four percent of 
the room rent.  

 

Section 4. Submittal to voters. 

A. In accordance with subsection 12.02(B) of the Borough Charter, the Borough Clerk shall submit 

the proposed Transient Room Tax Rate increase set out in Section 3 to the voters of the borough 

at the next regular election to be held on October 1, 2024. 

 

B.  The proposition to be submitted to the voters shall read substantially as follows: 

 

Proposition #___ 

 

Increasing the Transient Room Tax Rate to Seven Percent (7%) 

 

The borough currently levies a four percent (4%) tax on transient hotel room 

rentals, defined as a person staying in a hotel, motel or other lodging for fewer than 

30 days. This rate has been in place since October of 1997. Under the borough 

code (PMC 4.33.060), these tax revenues are used for visitor-related marketing 

and support of visitor-related borough infrastructure and services. This proposition, 

if approved by the voters, would increase the transient room tax rate to seven 

percent (7%) and is projected to generate an additional $53,000 in borough tax 

revenue.  

 

Shall the borough increase the transient room tax rate to seven percent (7%)?  

 

 O YES  

O NO 

 

Section 5. Severability:   If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person 

or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and application to any person and 

circumstance shall not be affected. 
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Section 6. Effective Date:  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. The proposed 

code amendment set forth herein, if approved by the voters, shall become effective January 1, 

2025. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg, Alaska this ____  

day of ______________, 2024.  

 
_____________________________ 
Mark Jensen, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________    
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk    
 
 
 
 

Adopted: 
        Published: 

Effective:    Ordinance effective upon 
adoption. Code 
Amendment, if 
approved by voters, 
effective 1/1/2025. 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE #2024-08 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 4.33.060 OF THE 

PETERSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE, TO CLARIFY THE PERMITTED 
USES OF PROCEEDS OF THE BOROUGH TRANSIENT ROOM TAX  

 
 WHEREAS, the borough currently levies a transient room tax, at the rate of 4%, on the 
transient rental of hotel rooms, defined as a person staying in a hotel, motel or other lodging for 
fewer than 30 days; and 

 WHEREAS, a potential increase in the transient room tax rate, from 4% to 7%, will be on 
the ballot in October, 2024 for voter ratification; and 

 WHEREAS, the use of proceeds of this tax are dedicated, under PMC 4.33.060, to the 
following: "to provide funding for visitor related services in the borough. Uses include, but are not 
limited to, payment of membership fees to tourist-related organizations, advertising, and 
maintenance and operation of the Chamber of Commerce."; and 

 WHEREAS, there are many visitor related expenses incurred by the borough that are not 
specifically set out in the examples, including signage, park maintenance, downtown 
beautification (including flower boxes, garbage containers, and benches), and certain borough 
infrastructure maintenance (including repair and maintenance of N. Nordic beach stairs, Sing Lee 
Alley Bridge, and downtown sidewalks); and 

 WHEREAS, it would be beneficial to provide additional examples of visitor-related 
permitted uses so as to further clarify usage of those revenues. 
 

  THEREFORE, THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ORDAINS, Section 4.33.060, Use of 
proceeds, of Chapter 4.33, Transient Room Tax, of the Petersburg Municipal Code, is hereby 
amended as follows: 
 

Section 1. Classification: This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and shall be 
codified in the Petersburg Municipal Code. 

Section 2. Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to clarify permitted uses of Transient 
Room Tax revenue received by the Borough.    

Section 3 Substantive Provisions:  Section 4.33.060 of the Petersburg Municipal Code, 
entitled Use of proceeds, is hereby amended as follows. The language proposed for addition is 
underlined and bolded, and the language proposed for deletion is struck through.  

 

4.33.060 Use of proceeds. 

 The proceeds of this tax, less administrative and enforcement related expenses, are 

dedicated to, and shall be used to provide funding for, visitor-related services in the 

borough. Uses include, but are not limited to, payment of membership fees to tourist-

related organizations, advertising, and maintenance and operation of the Chamber of 

Commerce, visitor-related signage, park maintenance and improvements, borough 

beautification and improvement projects, and repair and maintenance of visitor-

related borough infrastructure, including stairs and sidewalks in the downtown 

area. 
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Section 4.  Severability:  If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to other persons 
or circumstances shall not be affected. 

 

Section 5.  Effective Date:  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final 
passage. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg, Alaska this ____ 
day of ____________, 2024. 

     

________________________________ 

       Mark Jensen, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

             

_____________________________________                    

Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk       

 

               

Adopted:  

                                                                                            Noticed: 

        Effective:  

38

Item 16B.



PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE #2024-09 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

JULY 1, 2024 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2025 

 

Section 1.   Classification:  This ordinance is not of a permanent nature and shall not be codified in the Petersburg 

Municipal Code. 

 

Section 2. Purpose: The purpose of this ordinance is to set forth budgetary requirements for the operation of the 

various divisions, departments and organizations of the Petersburg Borough for Fiscal Year 2025.  Support to the Petersburg 

School District has been included in the General Fund Expenditures.   

 

Section 3. Substantive Provisions:  In accordance with Section 11.07 of the Charter of the Petersburg Borough, the 

budget for the fiscal period beginning July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2025 is hereby approved in the amounts and for 

the purposes as stated below.  The supporting line item budget detail, as reviewed by the Assembly, is incorporated as part 

of this ordinance.  

 

A. Fiscal Year 2025 Revenue and Expenditure Budget 

 

 

FUND REVENUES EXPENDITURES BUDGET

GENERAL FUND

General Fund 13,009,827$                         13,409,922$                           

ENTERPRISE FUNDS

Electric Fund 7,507,226$                           8,230,297$                              

Water Fund 1,319,392$                           2,222,084$                              

Wastewater Fund 1,008,000$                           1,552,725$                              

Sanitation Fund 1,542,000$                           1,847,929$                              

Harbor Fund 2,097,137$                           4,562,861$                              

Elderly Housing Fund 495,252$                               583,337$                                 

Assisted Living Fund 1,970,689$                           2,076,360$                              

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS

Motor Pool Fund  $                           1,257,445  $                              2,023,866 

DEBT SERVICE FUND 828,900$                               828,900$                                 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Miscellaneous Grants 228,790$                               229,090$                                 

Economic Development Fund 100,000$                               832,843$                                 

Secure Rural Schools Fund 520,000$                               1,100,000$                              

Secure Rural Roads Fund 82,000$                                 450,000$                                 

Property Development Fund 28,000$                                 194,000$                                 

Transient Room Tax Fund 75,412$                                 120,000$                                 

E911 Surcharge Fund 80,000$                                 79,300$                                    

Marine Passenger Fee 50,000$                                 129,750$                                 

Borough Organizational Fund -$                                        56,128$                                    

Coronavirus State and Local Recovery 

Fund (ARPA) 103,225$                               103,225$                                 

DCRA Local Government Lost Revenue 

Fund (ARPA) -$                                        39,000$                                    

Local Assistance & Tribal Consistancy Fund -$                                        -$                                          

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 14,721,415$                         16,296,757$                           
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Section 4. Severability:   If any provision of this ordinance or any application to any person or circumstance is held 

invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and application to any person and circumstance shall not be affected. 

Section 5. Effective Date:  This ordinance shall become effective July 1, 2024. 

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, Petersburg, Alaska this 3rd day of June, 2024. 

 
 

         _________________________________ 
         Mark Jensen, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________      
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 

 
Adopted:    

Published:    
Effective:   
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Borough Administration 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4519  Fax (907)772-3759 

www.ci.petersburg.ak.us 

 

 
 
                                                         

 
  

 
 

Department Head Reshuffle 
May 2024 

 
Several years ago, when PMPL Superintendent Joe Nelson retired, I reorganized some of our Department Head 
assignments.  At the time, Joe was responsible for PMPL, Karl Hagerman was the Director for 
Water/WW/Sanitation/Public Works and the Motor Pool; Chris Cotta was the Assistant Director.  Chris primarily 
did project management for Karl and filled in as the Director when needed.   
 
When Joe retired, Karl was appointed the Utility Director in charge of Water/WW/PMPL.  Chris was promoted to 
the Director for Sanitation/Public Works/Motor Pool/Maintenance.  The third Department Head position was left 
unfilled as part of the reorganization.   
 
With Karl announcing his retirement in about 2 years, the Assembly approved recruiting for a replacement which 
would be hired as an Assistant Utility Director.  We have been recruiting for this position for just under one year, 
with very limited success.  Some of this is the salary we are offering is low in the market, but it also has to do with 
the very competitive market we are currently in for this skill set.   
 
My plan, if approved by the Assembly, is to reinstitute the three-department head organization.  A PMPL 
superintendent (assistant director until Karl retires); a director in charge of Public Works/Maintenance/Motor 
Pool/Water/Wastewater/Sanitation (Chris Cotta); and an assistant director to work with Chris (to be recruited, 
possibly from inside the organization).     
 
We would start the process by doing an internal posting for the Assistant position under Chris this summer and 
start the recruitment process for the PMPL Superintendent (Asst. Director) in early 2025.  It is possible we could 
have the PMPL position in place for up to 12 months of training with Karl, however experience tells us this will 
also be a difficult position to find.  Sitka is currently looking for an Electric Utility Director and offering a starting 
salary of $148k to $176K.  Clearly someone qualified for this position will apply to Sitka before they consider our 
position at $125K.   
 
I would like the approval of the Assembly to move forward with this scenario.   

1. Move Water/WW to Chris Cotta 
2. Begin recruiting for an Asst. PMPL Director to train with Karl in 1st quarter 2025. 
3. Post the Assistant Director for Public Works internally this Spring.   

 
 
 
Stephen Giesbrecht 
Borough Manager 
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Public Works Department 

PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907) 772-4430 Fax (907) 772-4102 

www.petersburgak.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Memorandum 
 

To: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 
 Mayor Jensen and Members of the Borough Assembly 
 
From:  Chris Cotta, Public Works Director 
 
Re:  New Hospital Project – Waiving of Mud Dump Fees 
 
Date: 05-01-24 
 
 
Preparation of the new hospital site has resulted in a large quantity of waste soil – approximately 95,400 
bank cubic yards - being hauled to the Borough’s mud dump near the airport quarry. With a correction 
factor added in to account for expansion of the material once it has been excavated and loaded out, the 
total volume of waste soil delivered to the Borough’s mud dump will be approximately 124,000 truck 
cubic yards. Although the impacts of this discharge are significant, PMC’s contractors have put quite a 
bit of work into mitigation efforts at the mud dump to help accommodate all the mud being emplaced 
at the site. There have been mud flows into the overflow cell that was constructed during the last series 
of airport expansion projects, and near overflows in a couple of other spots however the contractor has 
thus far been responsible and responsive in dealing with these issues.  
 
Normally, we charge $1.50 per cubic yard of waste soil discharged into the mud dump and if we were to 
assign these charges to the hospital project, it would result in approximately $186,000 in revenue that 
would accrue to the Borough’s General Fund. However, it has been expressed at the Assembly level that 
the intent of the Borough is to forgive these fees as a local contribution to the hospital project. 
Previously, the Assembly voted to forgive mud dump fees for any offsite work – primarily related to 
access corridor and utility upgrades, however there has not yet been a vote to write off mud dump fees 
for the site work related to the main hospital campus and parking areas, which constitute the majority 
of the waste soil that will be generated by the project. 
 
Although waiving mud dump fees means giving up a significant amount of revenue to the Borough, the 
benefits to the community from the new hospital – both during construction, and especially after - will 
be significant. The construction phase of the hospital project has also had some direct benefits to Public 
Works: 1)Re-development of the Borough’s rock quarry, which has saved the Borough at least $100,000 
in quarry development costs; and 2)Related improvements to the mud dump haul road and mud dump 
infrastructure also have significant value to the Borough, likely another $50-60K.  
 
With the above considerations in mind, Public Works has no objections to waiving the mud dump fees 
for the hospital project in its entirety.  

42

Item 16E.



MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Petersburg Borough Assembly 

FROM:  Philip Hofstetter, Petersburg Medical Center CEO 

SUBJECT: New Hospital Project – Mud Dump Fees 

DATE:  April 29, 2024 

CC:  Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 

  Jody Tow, Finance Director 

Debbie Thompson, Borough Clerk 

  Jerod Cook, PMC Board Chair 

 

I am writing to request that the Assembly support the agenda item related to waiving mud dump fees for the new 

hospital project. Please note the following. 

 

1. Borough Resolution #2023-04 dedicated the Borough owned site being developed for the new hospital 
project. All material being excavated at the site is Borough owned material. This material is being disposed of 
at the Borough owned mud dump.  

 

2. On January 2, 2024 the Borough Assembly identified the new hospital project as its #1 priority for state and 
federal funding. PMC recently submitted the following requests for additional funding for the project. Local 
contributions-in-kind are a plus when such requests are being considered. Waiving the referenced fees would 
be considered a contribution-in-kind. 

 

 FY 2025 State Capital Budget: $37M 

 FY 2025 Federal CDS: $15M 

 FY 2025 Federal CPF: $15M 

 FY 2024 Denali Commission: $2M 
 
3. PMC is already paying Dawson Construction and their earthwork subcontractor (Rock-N-Road) directly for 

mud dump road maintenance. The payments to date total approximately $44,000 with a commitment for an 
additional $10,000. 

 

4. The total excavation quantity for the project is approximately 95,400 Bank CY (all phases). For this amount of 
material the standard mud dump fee of $1.50 per Truck CY would equate to approximately $186,000. 

 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
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