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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Agenda 

Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Tuesday, June 08, 2021 12:00 PM Via Zoom 

 

1. The meeting is open to the public.  To attend via ZOOM, please contact Karen Malcom 
at 907-772-4430. 
 

2. Call to Order 

3. Roll Call 

4. Acceptance of Agenda 

5. Approval of Minutes 

1. Minutes of the Planning Commission of May 11, 2021. 

6. Public Comments 
Public comments are welcome on matters not appearing on the Public Hearing or Consent Calendar but are within the 
Borough's jurisdiction.  Persons wishing to speak should come forward and state their name and address.  Issues raised 
may be referred to staff and, if action by the Commission is needed, may be scheduled for a future meeting. 

7. Consent Calendar 

8. Public Hearing Items 

1. A. Consideration of an application from Mike Schwartz for a conditional use permit for 
a home occupation (hair salon) at 313 Sandy Beach Rd (PID: 01-003-119). 

2. B. Review of applications from Ryan Littleton and John & Rebecca Fortna and David & 
Marlene Cushing requesting to purchase borough-owned property located at 306 
Sandy Beach Rd. (PID: 01-003-521). 

3. C. Review of an application from AP&T Wireless requesting a 20’ wide utility easement 
at 419 Sandy Beach Rd. (PID: 01-003-139). 

9. Non-Agenda Items 

1. Commissioner Comments 

2. Staff Comments 

3. The next regularly scheduled meeting is July 13, 2021 at 12:00pm via Zoom  

1



 

 P a g e  | 2 

10. Adjournment 
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12 South Nordic Drive

Petersburg AK, 99833Petersburg Borough

Meeting Minutes

Planning Commission

12:00 PM Assembly ChambersTuesday, May 11, 2021

ZOOM MEETING

CALL TO ORDER:1.

ROLL CALL:2.

Chris Fry, Richard Burke, Sally Dwyer, Heather O'Neil, Nancy Strand and Jim FloydPresent: 6 - 

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA:3.

A motion was made by Commissioner Nancy Strand, seconded by Commissioner Sally Dwyer, to approve 

the agenda as presented. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:4.

A motion was made by Commissioner Sally Dwyer, seconded by Commissioner Jim Floyd, to approve the 

meeting minutes of the April 13, 2021. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

April meeting minutes

Meeting minutes 04.13.2021Attachments:

PUBLIC COMMENTS:5.

CONSENT CALENDAR:6.

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS:7.

Page 1Petersburg Borough
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May 11, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

Consideration of an application from Jason and Julie Anderson for a special use permit to 

allow for construction of a greenhouse, fence, and planter boxes in a portion of the 

right-of-way of Excel Street at 208 N. Fourth St. (PID: 01-006-207).

A.

Jason Anderson gave a history of the property.

A motion was made by Commissioner Nancy Strand, seconded by Commissioner Sally Dwyer, to  approve 

recommending to the Assembly the Anderson's Special Use Permit. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

Anderson SUP

AndersonSUPAttachments:

Consideration of an application from Jason and Julie Anderson for a variance from the 

required 20’ front yard setbacks on N. 4th St and Excel St. to allow for construction of a 

greenhouse on the property line at 208 N. Fourth St. (PID: 01-006-207).

B.

A motion was made by Commissioner Nancy Strand, seconded by Commissioner Richard Burke, to approve 

the Anderson Variance application. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

Anderson Variance

Anderson VAR doxAttachments:

Consideration of an application from Hammer & Wikan Inc for a minor subdivision at 203 N 

First St. (PID: 01-007-281 and 01-007-283).

C.

Jim Floyd gave an explanation of H&W's plans.

A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Burke, seconded by Commissioner Sally Dwyer, that the 

minor subdivision for Hammer & Wikan be approved. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil and Commissioner Strand

5 - 

Excused: Commissioner Floyd1 - 

Hammer & Wikan Minor Subdivision

H&W doxAttachments:

Page 2Petersburg Borough
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May 11, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

Consideration of an application from Dave Ohmer for a minor subdivision at 613 Sandy 

Beach Rd (PID: 01-004-010).

D.

Dave Ohmer gave an explanation of the lot.  Rachel Ohmer spoke on her own behalf in favor.

A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Burke, seconded by Commissioner Jim Floyd, to approve the 

Ohmer minor subdivision.  The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

Ohmer Minor Subdivision

Ohmer.doxAttachments:

Consideration of an application from Mike Schwartz for a conditional use permit for a home 

occupation (hair salon) at 313 Sandy Beach Rd (PID: 01-003-119).

E.

Discussion of surrounding properties.

A motion was made by Commissioner Richard Burke, seconded by Commissioner Jim Floyd, to postpone the 

Schwartz CUP. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

Schwartz CUP

Schwartz doxAttachments:

NON-AGENDA ITEMS:8.

Commissioner CommentsA.

Staff CommentsB.

Joe welcomed Ray Wesebaum as the new Building Inspector to take over for Joe in June/July.

ADJOURNMENT:9.

A motion was made by Commissioner Sally Dwyer, seconded by Commissioner Nancy Strand, that the 

meeting be adjourned. The motion carried by a vote of

Yes: Commissioner Fry, Commissioner Burke, Commissioner Dwyer, 

Commissioner O'Neil, Commissioner Strand and Commissioner Floyd

6 - 

Page 3Petersburg Borough
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May 11, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

_____________________________________

Commission Chairman, Chris Fry

_____________________________________

Date
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                                                               ALASKA POWER & TELEPHONE COMPANY 
3000 VINTAGE BLVD.,SUITE 250  |  PO BOX 34195 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99803 

PHONE: (907) 789‐1951  |  FAX: (907) 789‐1955 

 
 

 

                             WWW.APTALASKA.COM    |    EMAIL  JASON.C@APTALASKA.COM 

 
 
May 10, 2021 
 
Liz Cabrera 
Director, Community & Economic Development 
Petersburg Borough 
Box 329 
Petersburg, AK 99833 
 
Subject: AP&T Wireless SEALink Fiber Optic Cable Easement Application  
 
Dear Liz Cabrera. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to respectfully request the Petersburg Borough grant 
AP&T Wireless (a subsidiary of Alaska Power & Telephone Company) an easement 
for a fiber optic cable landing at Lot 5A, Block B1a of Frederick Sound Alaska 
Subdivision and on Alaska Tideland Survey 9, 419 Sandy Beach Road.  The attached 
photos and application provide additional detail. 
 
AP&T Wireless is utilizing USDA grant funds to develop a submarine and terrestrial fiber 
optic cable that will interconnect Prince of Wales Island to Juneau via Petersburg.  The 
project, called “SEALink,” will also create new terrestrial networks bringing very high-speed 
broadband to the communities of Coffman Cove and Kasaan.  This infrastructure will also 
be very beneficial to other families, businesses, and stakeholders in the region – including 
Petersburg - helping to improve reliability, community sustainability, and create new 
economic opportunity.  The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how critical broadband 
access is to the sustainability and resiliency of communities in islanded, rural locations.  We 
are thankful to have this opportunity to help improve service throughout the region, and 
enhance the quality of life in rural Alaska through e-learning, telemedicine, e-commerce, 
improved public safety, enhanced civic participation, and all of the other benefits which 
broadband makes possible.  The Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of 
Alaska and the Organized Village of Kasaan were key supporters during the application 
phase. 
 
We very much appreciate the assistance that you and other Petersburg Borough staff 
provided in helping to select this site, and confirm its abandonment by the prior owner.  
Utilizing this location will put an abandoned cable landing back into use for the benefit of 
the region, while minimizing new disturbances, and avoiding conflicts with other 
infrastructure and user types.  AP&T Wireless is requesting a 20 foot right-of way, and 
anticipates adjusting the location of project features slightly pending the results of a 
submarine survey (scheduled for June 2021), and a terrestrial survey. 
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We hope the Borough will provide this application with favorable consideration, and help 
support broadband access and economic development in southeast Alaska. 
 
Please be in touch with any questions.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Jason Custer, CMA, PMP 
Vice President, Business Development 
Alaska Power & Telephone Company 
Jason.c@aptalaska.com 
907-617-3773 
 
Cc: Ryan Wopschall, AP&T SEALink Project Manager 
 Tom Ervin, AP&T COO 
 James Baumgartner, Manager Permits, Licensing and Compliance 
 Brent Aker, AP&T Telecom General Manager 
 Cam Fisher, 48 North Environmental Consultants 
 
Enclosure:  Land Disposal Application with filing fee 
  Site Photos 

Overview Figure
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