PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ¢ Eatonton, GA 31024

Called Meeting
Agenda
Friday, September 26, 2025 ¢ 10:00 AM
Putnam County Administration Building — Room 203

Opening
1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance (RG)

Called Meeting
3. Ratification of the Board of Education Mill Rate and Authorization for Chairman to sign Tax

B Levy Resolution (staff-CM & Finance)
4. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution setting 2025 Mill Rate for Incorporated and
Unincorporated County Maintenance and Operation (staff-CM & Finance)

5. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution setting 2025 Mill Rate for Special Service
District (staff-CM & Finance)
Closing

6. Adjournment

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to continue the meeting to another time and place in the event the number of people in attendance at the
meeting, including the Board of Commissioners, staff, and members of the public exceeds the legal limits. The meeting cannot be closed to the public
except by a majority vote of a quorum present for the meeting. The board can vote to go into an executive session on a legally exempt matter during a
public meeting even if not advertised or listed on the agenda. Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them
to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the
ADA Compliance Officer, at least three business days in advance of the meeting at 706-485-2776 to allow the County to make reasonable

accommodations for those persons.

Page 1 of 1




File Attachments for ltem:

3. Ratification of the Board of Education Mill Rate and Authorization for Chairman to sign Tax Levy
Resolution (staff-CM & Finance)




2025 Tax Levy- Putnam County Board of Education

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Commissioners sitting for the County
purposes has this day met to hear and fix the tax rates for Putnam County Board of Education.
its maintenance and operation and its bond retirements and

WHEREAS, the governing authority of Putnam County, Georgia has no
Jurisdiction over the setting of tax levies for Putham County Board of Education and cannot alter
or reset the requested amounts and

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Education in a letter dated August 19,
2025 has requested the 2025 tax levy and

WHEREAS, the tax digest of said County shows taxable property for the year 2025
in the total amount of $2,466.,825.805 for maintenance and operation,

THEREFORE, it is ordered and adjudged that 11.983 mills on each thousand
dollars
worth of property in both the incorporated and unincorporated areas be and same is hereby levied
on the total amount of property, producing a net tax levy of 11.983 mills returned for taxation by
the payers of Putnam County for the year 2025, said mills to produce a total revenue of
$29,559,975 for the maintenance and operation for Putnam County Board of Education.

The Tax Commissioner of Putnam County, Georgia, is hereby ordered to levy and
collect the above tax rates on the taxable property designated for the year 2025 and for the purpose
heretofore set forth, with due date of no later than December 20, 2025.

Witness our hands and official seal this 26" day of September 2025.

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Bill Sharp, Chairman

ATTEST:

Lynn Butterworth
Putnam County Clerk




PC PUTNAM spire, innovate

S S COUNTY CHARTER SCHOOL SYSTEM

September 2, 2025

MEMORANDUM

TO: Linda Cook
Putnam County Commissioner Office

Terrell Abernathy
Putnam County Tax Commissioner

FROM: Coretta Harris
PCBOE Finance Director

RE: 2025 Millage Rate & Advertisement
Please find enclosed the following:

e Notice of Tax Levy

e Form PT 32.1 Millage Rate Rollback

e Current 2025 Tax Digest and 5 Year History of Levy

e July 24, 2025 Advertisement of Current Tax Digest and Five Year History Tax Increase

& Budget

o July 31, 2024 Advertisement of Current Tax Digest and Five Year History, Tax Increase,
& Budget

o August 7, 2025 Advertisement of current Tax Digest and five Year History, Tax Increase,
& Budget

o Affidavit of Publisher
e Screen Print of District Website posting

Please let me know if you need anything else.

158 Old Glenwood Springs Road
Eatonton, Georgia 31024
Phone: 706-485-5381 Fax: 706-485-3820




P(' PUTNAM Ispire. innovate. excel.

COUNTY CHARTER SCHOOL SYSTEM

September 16, 2025

To Putnam County Board of Commissioners:

Based on the Net Tax Digest Figures supplied by Mr. Terrell Abernathy, Putnam County Tax
Commissioner, of $2,466,825,805 for Maintenance and Operation of Schools, the Putnam
County Board of Education approved at the August 18, 2025 board meeting a levy in taxes of
11.983 mills for M & O, exclusive of any collection fees, calculated as follows.

Maintenance and Operations of Schools

$29,559,974 (11.983 mills)

Sincerely,

e (e

Derick Austin
Superintendent

158 Old Glenwood Springs Road
Eatonton, Georgia 31024
Phone: 706-48-5381 Fax: 706-485-3820




PT-32.1 - Computation of MILLAGE RATE ROLLBACK AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES - 2025

COUNTY: Putnam | TAXING JURISDICTION: School
ENTER VALUES AND MILLAGE RATES FOR THE APPLICABLE TAX YEARS IN YELLOW HIGHLIGHTED BOXES BELOW
REASSESSMENT OF THER CHANGES
DESCRIPTION 2024 DIGEST ° 0 B 2025 DIGEST
EXISTING REAL PROP TO TAXABLE DIGEST
REAL 2,761,662,765 164,983,514 99,687,468 3,026,333,747
PERSONAL 145,903,917 23,443,347 169,347,264
MOTOR VEHICLES 11,647,520 71,750 11,719,270
MOBILE HOMES 15,390,661 1,325,935 16,716,596
TIMBER -100% 3,030,356 1,853,732 4,884,088
HEAVY DUTY EQUIP 644,221 (303,861) 340,360
GROSS DIGEST 2,938,279,440 164,983,514 126,078,371 3,229,341,325
EXEMPTIONS 600,835,632 123,129,266 38,550,622 762,515,520
NET DIGEST 2,337,443,808 41,854,248 87,527,749 2,466,825,805
(PYD) (RVA) (NAG) (CYD)
2024 MILLAGE RATE: 10.724 I 2025 MILLAGE RATE: | 11,983
CALCULATION OF ROLLBACK RATE
DESCRIPTION ABBREVIATION AMOUNT FORMULA
2024 Net Digest PYD 2,337,443,808
Net Value Added-Reassessment of Existing Real Property RVA 41,854,248
Other Net Changes to Taxable Digest NAG 87,527,749
2025 Net Digest CcYD 2,466,825,805 (PYD+RVA+NAG)
2024 Millage Rate PYM 10.724 PYM
Millage Equivalent of Reassessed Value Added ME 0.182 (RVA/CYD) * PYM
Rollback Millage Rate for 2025 RR - ROLLBACK RATE 10.542 PYM - ME
CALCULATION OF PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES
If the 2025 Proposed Millage Rate for this Taxing jurisdiction exceeds Rollback Millage Rate Rollback Millage Rate 10.542
computed above, this section will automatically calculate the amount of increase in property 2025 Millage Rate 11.983
taxes that is part of the notice required in 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-32.1(c) (2) Percentage Tax Increase 13.67%

CERTIFICATIONS

| hereby certify that the amount indicated above is an accurate accounting of the total net assessed value added by the reassessment of existing real

property for the tax year for which this rollback millage rate is being computed.

Chairman, Board of Tax Assessors

Date

| hereby certify that the values shown above are an accurate representation of the digest values and exemption amounts for the applicable tax years.

Tax Collector or Tax Commissioner

Date

{ hereby certify that the above is a true and correct computation of the rollback millage rate in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32.1 for the taxing

jurisdiction for tax year 2025 and that the final millage rate set by the authority of this taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2025 is

CHECK THE APPROPRIATE PARAGRAPH BELOW THAT APPLIES TO THIS TAXING JURISDICTION

If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2025 exceeds the rollback rate, | certify that the required

advertisements, notices, and public hearings have been conducted in accordance with 0.C.G.A. §§ 48-5-32 and 48-5-32.1 as evidenced by
the attached copies of the published "five year history and current digest" advertisement and the "Notice of Intent to Increase Taxes" showing
the times and places when and where the required public hearings were held, and a copy of the press release provided to the local media

! If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2025 does not exceed the rollback rate, | certify that
the required “five year history and current digest" advertisement has been published in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 as evidenced

Wit

d copy of such ad

........... ~{Vp P

Title




NOTICE

The Putnam County Board of Education does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the Putnam County Board of Education, 158
Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, GA on Monday, August 18, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. and pursuant to the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the

following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

BOARD OF EDUCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Real & Personal 1,565.119.837 1,684,086,673 2,118,094.369 2,650,730,844 2,907,566,682 3,195,681.,011
Motor Vehicles 16,408,500 12,162.530 11,332,490 11,561,230 11,647,520 11,719,270
Mobile Homes 5,807,932 6,094,521 7,921,026 13,949,878 15,390,661 16,716,596
v Timber - 100% 4,038,573 3,211,267 4,254,512 3,124,287 3,030,356 4,884,088
A Heavy Duty Equipment 488,484 400,564 397,715 680,512 644,221 340,360
L Gross Digest 1,591,863,326 1,705,955,555 2,142,000,112 2,680,046,751 2,938,279,440 3,229,341,325
U
E
Less Exemptions
206,853,656 227,324,103 368,890,854 538,486,047 600,835,632 762,515,520
NET DIGEST VALUE 1,385,009,670 1,478,631,452 1,773,109,258 2,141,560,704 2,337,443,808 2,466,825,805
R
A MILLAGE RATE
T (Maintenance & Operation)
E 15.772 14.900 12.900 11.250 10.724 11.983
TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED $21,844,373 $22,031,609 $22,873,109 $24,092,558 $25,066,747 $29,559,974
TAX Net Tax S Increase $187,236 $841,501 $1,219,448 $974,189 $4,493,226
Net Tax % Increase 0.86% 3.82% 5.33% 4.04% 17.93%




NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will
require an increase in property taxes by 20.03 percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at
the Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road,

Eatonton, Georgia on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at Putnam County
Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, Georgia on

August 18, 2025 at 5 p.m.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of _11.983 mills, an increase of

2.000 mills. Without this tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than
9.983 mills. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $200,000 is
approximately $140.00 and the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a
fair market value of $150,000 is approximately $120.00.
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ELLIS

DF0OM>> A

however, translating
thewn into real life lessons
tor approximately 130
rapt audience members.
most of whom no doubt
held their own first-hand
memories of the Vietnam
War-era, whether
stationed overseas or
sitting at home watching
nightly coverage of the
world’s first televised mili-
tary contlict.

Ellis grew up in
Commerce and said he
knew the first time he sat
inan airplanc at age 5 that
he wanted to become a
pilot. He achieved his goal
upon graduating [rom
UGA in 1965 and joining
the U.S. Air Force. During

a \hdc presentation

,]h: showed a Inte-1950s
photo of hisa plowing

a {ield behind a horse
Inmgude an image ofa

depiet his rapld progres-
sion over just J

Itall cam
down, gnite literal
huwever, in Noven;
1967 when Ellis, ser
with the 366th Tactical
Fighter Wing, was torced
tu gjeet over North
Vietnam while flying
68th combat missior
was careful to einphasize,
too, that he was not shot
down but instead was the
victiin of a faulty boinl
fuse that triggered a bomb
less than two seconds
afterhed edir.

“The cockpit was
tumbling end overend ...
5o me and my partner in
the airplane. both pilots,
we jumped out, ejected,

... justdoing what I was

U.S. Air Force Col. Lee Ellis, shown here with an F-4 Phantom he flew in the mi

Tou st oever contuse tesn

=W you O

wilbh e declation . |

Part history teacher and part mntivalloml life coach, U.S. Air Force Col. {ret.) Lee
di with

Ellis kept his

tales of courage, perseverance,

and hope surrounding his more than five years in a Vietnamese POW facility.

trained o do .. 50 Llanded
my parachute lding ..
't tow badly injure
just sonie cuts and bruises
\ " he recalled.

“There was a bomb
crater there, an uld bomb
crater abaut three feet
deep and T jumped in it.”
Ellis continued. “Well,
1was captured within
two minutes, and they
stripped me down, gave
e my {light suit back.
didn't give me any shoes,
and tied my hands hehind
ruy back and put a blind-
fold on me and put arope
around my neck like the
fead of a dog. And then
they slarted dragging me
around.”

After spending 1,955
dnys as a prisoner of war
(POWY, Ellis was finally
freed v March 1973,
just one month shy of
the Vietnam War being

dedlared ofticially aver.

During his five~nd-
a-half-vears stay at the
ironically nicknamed
“Hanoi Hilton,” Ellis said
heand his fellow U.S.
servicemen captives devel-
oped several methods to
cope and remain alive
despite repeated rounds
of neglect, starvation, and
expheit torture.

“We were willing to
sacrifice and to take
torture to kevp our ethics
and tolive up to the code
of conduct and not give
the cnemiy any informa-
tion and not make themn
any propaganda.” Ellis
explained in bis presen-
tation. “That was a very
impartant message and
lesson for us, and we really
grew more every day.
That's what h‘nppcncd m
the POW camp.

Ellis dcscnhed his cell,

. | S

shared wnl\ three other

'S, as betng about
Six-and-a h.\lf!e«! by
seven feet in size with no
bathroom tacilities other
than a plastic bucket in
the corner.

“When vonte inacell
like that with tour guys for
eight months. 2+ hours a
dav. except when you're
taken out and being inter-
rogated or tortured, you
gel to know ‘em pretty
well” Ellis said. 'To help
cape, he and his fellow
POWsalsn created a
system of hand signals
to converse silently and
covertly among thein-
selves, It was a lesson in
cooperation that remnains
with him to this day.

“We had shortcuts and
abbreviations a long time
lu tore the internet came

ong, s said. “You've
gm 10 develop your people,

CONTRIBUTED

“60s, received the Silver

Star, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, and Air Medal (several of them
multipte times) for his service to his country.

STUDENTS

CONT M>> A1

with asthina were twice
as likely to miss school
and cited an American
T.ung Association report
that children with asthma
missed 8.3 illion school
days nationwide.

Justin 11ill, a deputy
state school superinten-
dent, said illness is a top

Cavol Lewis, prrsldem
and CEO of the group
Cominunities in Schools.
a nou-profit with the

ion of keeping kids
in school, said many high
school students are tired
because they are helping
to care for siblings or
holding dowu jobs to help
pav family bills

She said lack ot mental
health services 1s a barrier.
unting that many chron-
ically absent students lost
tamily memibers during
the pandetnic. Bas

RUSTHLL WAL [ ATIORNEY AT LAW
Main St 8te B Grecrishoro. GA

Office 706530089 Fax 706451034
Eined russeflarwwlw. com

needs are a probletn too,
she added, such as clean
clothes, feminine hygiene
products. food. housing
aud internet service.

McCGiiboney recom-
niended that the state
cnforee alaw requiring the
chief superior court judge
in each county to form

amulti-ageucy student

school would help. McGi-

Those committees can be
effective. but not all coun-
ties have one. he sand.
Wade, Gov. Brian
Kenp's House tloor leader.
said somwe schools dont
bave a nurse and asked
it'getting onento every

omey resy that it
would be one of the most
mmportant things the state
could do.

‘The conunitiee will
meet two more times, with
the next hearing sched-
uled tor Sept. 22 at the
Capitol.

BankSouth President and CEO Harold Reynolds
introduced retired U.S. Air Force Col. Lee Ellis to the

Lake Oconee Church crowd.

vouve gol 1o believe in
thewn, aid youve got ta
vourself.”

Ellis lived what he
preaches. Even while
iiprisoned, he recited
poeins remenibered from
his days as an English
majorat UGA. He said he
also memnorized in alpha-
betical arder the names
of more than 150 other
POWs. Healso learned
Spanish and German
from tellow U.S. POWs

“Tdon't care who you
ave or how old you are:
vou've got to keep learning
and growing,” he told his
Greensboro audience.

hosted a brief
Q& session following
his talk, providing a
unique opportunity for
attendees to ceflect and
share personal stores
of connection to 1he
Vietnam War era. Several
touching testimonies
from the audience high-
llglmd the emotionat and
cal itnpact of Ellis

Following the program,
areception in the Lake

==REAL
< GOUNTRY

Ocomee Church lobby
oftered guests a chance
to speak directly with
Ellis, have one or all
three of his books signed
(leadingwithhonor.com).
and connect further
withothers in atten-
dance. Many lingeved in
conversation. expressing
thurnpprcuannn for th\

e dotng an eveut like
this at a completely new
location and evervone
made it appear as
though we did this ail the
tune,” BankSouth Clief
Adnun namu(‘nlfcz-r

“I think the event was
veryimpacttul for the
attendees. Any time
you elicit an emotional
response from the audi-
ence, you know you
touched a chord.

“We are thankful for
the BankSouth votunteers
that helped make this
happen and of course
Lake QOconee Church for
their hospitality in husting
the event.” she added.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of
of 2.000 mills. Without this tentative tax increase. the millage rate will be
no more than 9,983 mills. The proposed tax increase for a home with a
market value of $200,000 i1s approximately $140.00 and the proposed tax

increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $150.000 is
approximately $120.00.

11.983 mills

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education has tentatively adopted a millage rate
which will require an increase in property taxes by 20.03 percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to
be held at the Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood
Springs Road. Eatonton, Georgia on August 11. 2025 at 12:00 p.m. and 6:00

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at
Putnam County Board of Education Office

, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road,
Eatonton, Georgia on August 18, 2025 at S p.m.

. an increase

fair




>> Your hometown newspaper since 1861

The Tatoutom Messenger

THURSDAY, JULY 24,2025 | AS

Ending a bad dye job

Colorful candies and
cereals, cheese slices
brighter than the color of’
any real cheese, mac n’
cheese without any real
darry, these are the food
staples of my childhood
and adolescence.

And now. though still
standing. T'm also battling
a ghly aggressive torm ot
colon cancer. 1 am a capi-
talist and want companies
large and small 1o make a
profit. So, I'n not blaming
the artificial foud coloring
dyes or preservatives;
however, the data on both
has been troubling for
decades

American tood manu-
tacturers hegan using
foud coloring and dyes m
the early 1900s. The (LS.
government first allowed
food dyes for butter and
cheese. Many ol the
earliest artificial colors
and dyes were derived
from coaltar, a toxic
byproduct of burning
coal to produce energy.
Coal tar plants, which
ran power stations, were
subsequently taken out of
service or banned, due to
a variety of negative envi-
ronmental impacts and
the food industry in large
measure shifled 1o petro-
Teum-based dyes.

Due to health concerns
and nunierous studies
linking these dyes to
cancer, the European
Union and Canada
banned the use of most
petroleum-based artificial
dyes during the 20-teens,
Yellow 25, Red 240, and
six other dyes — used to

Bill Crane

One Man’s. Opinion

enhance products from
Froot 1oops to Nulri-
Grain cereal bars — are
called the “rainbow of
risk” by the Center for
Science in the Public
Tuterest.

They were banned in
Norway. Finland, France,

June 23, 2013, Gatorade
is nut sold in most Earo-
pean countries due to the
wse of Yellow dves 25 and
#6. There arc of course
natural alternatives. yet
“Big Food” will repeatedly
cite consuners — espe-
cally children — “prefer-
ving” brighter colored food
and products,

The most popular color
additives are Red 340
{patent number), Yellow
#5 and Yellow #6, making
up almost Y0 percent of
all food dye used in the
United States, according
to Healthhne. Artificial
toad dye conswnption in
the U.8. has increased by
500 percent over the past
50 years.

Perhaps if the pack-
aging contained cancer

warnings like cigarettes,
those preterences would
quickly wane. Thanks

to tood colorings. Froot
Loops cereal in the U.S.
remains much brighter
colored tand possihly
tastier) . as well as has
the real potential of being
more deadly after long-
term consumption,

‘There is plenty of prec-
edent for prior banning of
toxic dyes, including the
earlier prohibition of use
of Red #s 1.2, + and 3
Yellow s 1,
+, Violet #1, Orange s 1
and 2, and my favorites (in
terins of the name), Sudan
1 and Butter Yellow
(banned in 1919).

Longtime plaintitf
atiorney and now Seerc-
tary ot Health & Human
Services Robert F.

Kennedy, Jr. announced
lans earher l}ua \pnng [

byproducts, healthier
options like turmeric will
become coloring staples
for them.

However. the cereal
king. Kellogg’s, and
ME&M/Mars, one of the
world’s largest candy and
mniecnun manui.\um ers

its candies won't look or
preserve as well using
natural/organic products.
Th.uxk vou for making
sier for me to feave
bchmd my beloved M&M
Peanuts. And we can
expect Froot Loops and
“Toucan Sam to continue
sharing the same toxic
rainbow for vears 1o come.
1. of course. routinely
comment here when
think the Trump Adniin-
istration has mis-stepped.
So, this is instead a call
for applause and hp afthe

Putnam Past

LAST YEAR, JULY 25,2024

Public art will soon be popping up all over Eatonton as the
new sculpture trail backed by The Artisans Village and the
Eatonton-Putnam Chamber of Comnierce is almost ready for
wnstallation. The first prece 15 already in place, as *Rival
Readers™ by Georgia artist Gregory Johnson, featuring
abronze casting of a young boy and a gl reading

a book while sitting on a stone bench was installed

last week between Georgia Writers Museum and

Sylvia's Coffee Shop on South lefferson Avenue

FIVE YEARS AGO, JULY 23, 2020

The Estonton City Counail at its July 7 meeting discussed
tequinng the wearing of masks throughout the city of
Eatonton to prevent the spread of COVID-19, That was
rejected because there was concern it would violste Gov.
Bnan Kemp's executive order resincting cities and counties
from setting their own coronavirus policies. But the counal
did approve a rubng that requiired wearing masks inside
City Hall for both employees and citizens, thinking that

this would be aflowed under the governur’s mandate.

10 YEARS AGO, JULY 23, 2015

‘The Putnam County 12U All-Stars finished first
"

ban all T
dyes and artificial food
colonngs from the U.S,
food supply. He has been
winning wnnlti-milhon
Judgmnents for sinular
concerns with Big Food
for decades.

So. betore those regu-
lations arc even in dratt
form, Hetnz/ Kraft Foods,
and General Mills. two of
the larger plavers in the
industry globally, have
announced then proactive
phasc-out and removal of
these dyes from all of their
product lines by 2027,
Within two years, though
Kraft Singles still won't
actually be cheese and
its Mac n’ Cheese will no
fonger contain petrolenm

Laat tor mer-
ican h(..\llh by hnldmg Big
Food accountable, partic-
ularly for products aimed
al children. We recognize
gond deeds here as well as
thebad.

So. start taking your
readers with you when
grocery shopping and read
what's m.tu.\ﬁjvm the food
yoitre buying. Aud feel
safer knowing that scon
there willonly be actual
organic tomnate coloriug
inside Heinz Ketchup
and other beloved brand
staples. But also know that
the phase out will take
sonie time and is not yet
universal. This is one bad
dye job that really needs to
g0 — completely.

FELLOWS
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Brant IVs daddy. who I
assume wis Brant Frost
111, but my daddy would
have said a men’s Tinex
Easy Reader will tell time
justas well and costsonly
$29.60.

Brant IV is now full of
regret. 1 take full respon-
sitality for my actions
and ain resolved to spend
the rest of my life trving
to repay as muchas 1
can to the many people
Tuusled and let down. 1
will be conperating with

the receiver and federal
authorities.”

He should. What he did
was not only shametul: it
was stupid,

U Tever decide to
give cheating a Moy, it
wou't involve the federal
govermnent, The odds are
heavily stacked in their
favor. Sooner or later. they
are going to catch you.
as M. Frost found out.
Did he ever think they
wouldn't?
for the “Cliris-

\m ns"and “patriots” to
whom First Liberty’s
efforts were targeted,
they evidently were too
trusting. Maybe gullible is

abetter term. Or greedy.

“The promise ofa
high rate of return on
aninvestinent 1s a red
flag that should make all
potential investors think
twice or maybe even three
times before investing
their money,” said Justin
C. Jeffries, associate
director of enforcement.
1 the SEC's Atlanta
Regional Office.

Now comnes news that
just days after Brant

Vs firm was shuttered.

his son, Brant Frost V.
filed paperwork with
state regulators to
create i new lending
firn, Heartland Capital,

incorporating as a mort-
age and nou-mortgage

Toan broker. Give the kid

points for chutzpah.

1 don't know what life
lessons, ilany, Rrant V
learned (rom Brani 1V,
but what T learned from
iy dad is that right is
right and wrongis wrong
and there is no in-be-~
tween. He would have
no sympaihy lor anyone
involved in the First
Liberty Buildiug and
Loan fiasco. Neither da 1.

Yot cun reuch Dk
Yarbrough ardick@ dick-
yarbrough.comor at P.O.
Bor 725373, Atlanta. Ga.
31139

WILLIS
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stant District Attor-
neys Atlison Mauldin
and Carter Harwell did
because it wasa very
tedious process to get the
outcome that we got.”

Willis was arrested
Oct. 21, 2022, on varions
racketeering and fraud
charges stemming from
areported pattern of
stealing from the local
Veteraus of Foreign Wars
Post 46636 and from the
Putnam County Veterans
Wall of Honor Park.
Wheun he received a phone
call from the sherilt,
Willis turned himselfin
without incident. He was
later relensed on property
bonds.

In addition to being.

a longti ime insura nre

Disabilitics to determine

and probation, Willis
: i

agent in Willis
also was well-known as
aveterans advocate and
former commander of
the VFW post aswellasa
co-founder of the veteraus
ark. At the time of
est, he also was
State Conynauder of the
Department of Georgia
Veterans of Foreign Wars.
To the spring before
his arrest. leaders with
the VFW filed forinal
complaints at the sher-
if(’s otfice, which led to
the investigation aud
subsequent arrest. The
pending trial was delaved
when Willis” defense
attorney, William H.
Smith [11, filed requests
for his client to undergo
mental evaluations hy
the Georgia Department
of Behav mnl Hcalth
and T

his comp: 'y to stan:
trial,

ind then a different
evaluation to determine
the degree of criminal
responsibility and sanity
at the time of the th
Court records also reveal
several court dutes had

to be rescheduled due

to contlicts in Siniths
schedule,

“Everybody thinks
something might have
been going on with this,
but it wasn't. It just took
that long because of the
evaluations,” Sills said.

As required by special
conditions of hus sentence

Follow us on RGIEL
facebook.com/EatontonMessenger

v pai
$25,274.74 to 1he VFW
Post 6586; 4,020 to the
Veterans Wall of Honor
Park in Eatonton: and
$2,400 to a private busi-
ness, according to Sills
aud court records.

“He had already paid
$8,600 from the tine
1 apened the wvestiga-
tion until Farvested hiny
because be knew what
was coming,” Sills said.
“So he went and got
money trom somewhere
and paid that then; but
all the rest was paid at the
time he was sentenced ™

he 2015 Dixte Youth “0” Zone Baseball
Tournament July 17-19 at Rverside Park in Evans,
<apturing the state champuinship title

25 YEARS AGO, JULY 27, 2000

An Eatonton native moved his political career a notch this

h abuitob the first African-American Chief
Executive Officer of Dekalh County. His bid in last week’s
Democratic primary was unsuccessful, but Porter Sanford
1l had alreacly had a successful business career by the ume
he was elected six years ago to the Dekalb County Board of
Commuissioners, a body for whom he sat s presiding officer
for two years and as chairman of its budget committee.

50 YEARS AGO, JULY 24, 1975

The Qity of Eatonton wmte(elve 2 $100,000 grait from
the U.S O of b

according to Mayor James P. Marshall. A grant application
filed by the city was developed by local citizens groups,
the mayor of Eatonton and city council, Charles Hudson,
and the Oconee Area Planning and Oevelopment staff.

75 YEARS AGO, JULY 27, 1950

The king of the king-sized catfish was caught this week
by Emory V. Manley and his daughter Jane. popular
Eatonton High School student. The anglers pulled in a
29.5-b. cat Monday moming on a imb-set hook. The
hook, baited with cutfish, had been dangling from a small
limb into water about six feet deep, Mr. Manley said.

100 YEARS AGO, JULY 24, 1925

Atarecent meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Eatonton
Public Schools, Professor Flowers, a well known educator
from Tennessee, was elected superintendent of the
Eatonton school to succeed Prof. Graham, who recently
resigned to accept a mure hucrative salary at Blakely,

10
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the increase.

PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education announces its intention to increase the property taxes
it will levy this year by 20.03 percent above the rollback millage rate.

Each year, the boord of tax assessors is required to review the assessed volue for property tax
purposes of taxable property in the county. When the trend of prices on properties that have
recently sold in the county indicate there has been an increase in the fair market volue of any
specific property, the board of tax assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such
property and adjust the assessment. This is called a reassessment.

When the total digest of taxable property 1s prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback
millage rate must be computed that wilt produce the same total revenue on the current year’s
digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred

The budget tentatively adopted by the Putnam County Board of Education requires that a
millage rate higher than the rollback millage rate, therefore, before the Putnam County Board
of Education may finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires
three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the
Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwaood Springs Road, Eatonton, Georgia
on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM and on August 18, 2025 at 5:00 PM




The atouton Hessenger THURSDAY, JULY 24,2025 | A7

. Information found on the Putnam: Coun(y Public Record page has been
gathered by The £u nd pubhbc
offices. Reparts. bl ds reflect the nfc it
appears on the documents provided. Subscnbe online at www.msgrnews.com

PUTNAM COUNTY JAIL REPORT @\ Putnam County Property

>> Your hometown newspaper since 1361

]
MONDAY, JULY 14 Transfers Through July 14
Raiph Reid Howard, 68, of Eatonton
— probation violaon ovated
oy pAp w‘ff,sf . 520125 | 529750000 | Ferguson, Errol Ferguson, Pat
Austin Lee Dennis [fl, 50, of Eatonton 5/30/25 | $410.990.00 | PARKES, LORIE EUCHEE CREEKLLC 201 SAGE (T
—livestock running at karge
. . 6/10/25 | 547274100 | BROWN, SCOTT EUCHEE CREEKLLC 220 SAGE CT
Austin Rakyia Charles Richard
Lee Tans  TUESDAYJULY1S Fighiawer, Tusteeof
Dennls il Pope Rakyia Tranice Pope, 20, of Milledgevile | 6/30/25 [ $2,222,082.00 |the Charles Richard | Hightawer, Charles 188 Bradford OR
— bench warrant, fasture 1o appear Hightower Living Trust
1simple battery, famuly violence, 2 dated June 30 2025
counts, cruelty to chikiren, thied degree) Barbara Kaye
Gary Lamar Denny, 48. of Wichita Hightower, Trustee
Kansas —financis) ransaction card 63025 |$2,222,08200 | of the BarbaraKaye | Hightower, Chiarles 188 Bradford OR
[ fraud;identity theft fraud when using/ Hightower Living Trust
possessing identity info cancenming a dated June 30 2025
person of cocame 1 s
g Taflysh Miaiyah Justice, 18, of 6/30/25 [$120,00000 | TRICE, BRYAN TRICE, ALLISON (2 HANMLSCN
Gary Taliyah Lontavious Sparta — dnving without > DREATONTON
Lamar Miaiyah Cantreil valid Iicense (misdemeancr) 120 HARALSON
Danny Justice Nelson 6/30/25 | 512000000 | TRICE, BRYAN TRICE, BENJAMIN DREATONTON
WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 7025 |$1.107,25200 é‘e’;;;’“;fé HDP Maddox Station LLC | 106002 (acreage)
Lontaviaus Cantrell Nelson, 35 of Wallacs Newty ) James Larry Avera and 1
Eatonton — sentenced from court a5 |ssaou0000 | RIS Susan Walker Franklin | 121 Bluegill RUN
i yHewhy a/k/a Susan Walker Avera
THURSDAY, JULY 17 225 (510000000 | White Oak Assets, LL¢ | Puyside Capital 109 Coleman
T —— Advisors, LLC DR Eatontan
Alejandro Fuentes, 24, of
Alejandro Kemmy Courtnay Eatonton - doving without a 71325 | $966.858.00 | Carnet, Marc Camet, Sandra 107029
Fuentes Jennings Britney validlicense imisdemeanor! 7/9/25 |$31,00000 | MCCARTHY, DESTINY | CAMPBELL, DONNA 126002018
Hil 107 HARMONY
FRIDAY, JULY 18 7/9/25 (539462600 | HEAD, CHARLES RELIANT HOMES GA,LLC | paodieon ol
Kemmy Jennings, 47, of Eatonton 79/25 $230.000.00 | Stegall, Jerald Urban, Chandler 138 Forest HIllDR
;;‘E::f’; ::r;mleme fest 192 Jackson, LLC.
m V925 |5997.000.00 | PENDER MATTHEW aGeorgialimited 192 IACKSON RD
Courtney Britney Hill, 36 of Mslleledg)ewllq. by company
p violence)
Dawson, 63 of Greensboro | 772/25 | $438,500.00 | Jewers, John Reed. Cheryl 119 Reids RD
Deborah John ng under the whivenceot, 7710/25 | 585000000 | Niedsen, Christiaan | Lebel Brian 1040057
Kim Devenish o Doar L 920 Greensbora BigP
ig Property
Dawson Chase John Devenish Chase, 45. anm’on 710025 5247400000 | g0 Holdings, LLC 920 Greensboro Rd
alcoho; failure to mamtain lane Leblanc. Trustee Richard
s |sarsovoce | Leblencand Aunette | Diversified Plastics 14 Smekur RD
SUNDAY, JULY 20 teblancLivingTrust | of GA, LLC
f utd 10/29/19, Richard
S-br"'i Paulette Burke, 43”:”' 71125 | $350,000.00 [ JKT Real Estate, LLC Parked tnvestments, LLC | § Jefferson AVE
willfu
obsxmcunn of law enforcement . Gary Alan Collins,
e afficers by use of threats or violence 711725 960000000 | Trustee of The Collins | Asset Secure. Inc. 228 Pine Knolt LN
Sabrina Deontae Burke, 20, of Covington Revocable Trust
Paulette Kieman ~lotering, wilful obstruction of kaw I 5 198 Shelton Drive
Burke Burke officers 71125 | $547500.00 |Hearn, Samuel Rasberry, Larry Eatonton
714125 X Blanchette, James Justice, Robert 193 Southshore RD

SCHOOL

CONTIMUED RO}

aunvunced to begn,
conduct, or complete
what presumably will

possible.
While in Eatonton, the
Recovery Bus will provide
addiction recovery liter-
ature aud information to
interested visitors, as well
as st a yet-to-he-named
person describing their
recovery journey, with
I retnarks (roin

ment and services center.

In related news, the Council confirmed it need for New Life tobe
Putnam BOE will holda will also issuc an official nade aware of the need
ribbon-cutting ceremony  proclamation decl: to obtain prior authoriza-

this Thursday at 5 p.m.
for its recently completed
Putnain County Eleinen-
tary School at 126 Sparta.
Huwy., southwest of the

existing county middle multiple requests from she pointed out. “So. 'm
school across Hwy. 16 fror  Eatonton Main Street thinking they may have s
Putnam General Hospital.  for maltiple temporary calendar already, so we'll

fu ather city busing
the council unanimous
approved a request froin
Eatonton resident Laura

Pilafas on behalfof the City Admiinistrator Gary ~ the mayor’s prior action

Georgia Council for Sanders, these dates will to approve the teinporary

Recovery to close South respect nel\' accomnidale  Agnes Jenkins Drive
Madison Avenue tromn two dowutown Farmer's

‘West Marion Street to Markets, “Candy Mania”

the old Hotel Fatonton,

beginning at $:30 am., November's Mistletoe at7 pa.. Aug. 25 at the
on Monday, Sept. 22.The  Market. and the annual Putnam County Commis-
closure wili iccommodate  Eatonto uta Claus sion Room 203, 117

parking the “Recovery
Bus™ streetside for approx-
imately halfan hour. The
parking authorization will
officially be in effect until
9:30 nan, Sept. 22, though

Pilafas and potentially a
city council representa-
tive. Later, the Eatonton

g
Septeniber as Addiction
Recovery Month, as
requested by Pi during
the July 1 council meeting.
The council also heard

street closures at various
times on -\ug 22, Sept.
26, Oct. 31, Nov. $, and
Dec. . ding to

council.

Sanders also mentioned
2 late request July 17
from New Lite Christian
Qutreach to temporarily

close Agnes Jenkins Drive {
in front of' the church this
past Saturday. July 19. The

request was made at City

Hall and approved there SEE OUR AD IN THE
e e COMMUNITY CALENDAR ON
Janie Reid stressed the PAGE C7

all LTI VATE
TE

Ward 3 Councilmenber

tion through traditional
channels.

“Mostof New Life street
gs they do around
me holiday or evening,”

el

allknow in advance when
they have to close there.”
All ouncilors ogrecd.

in relation to Halloween,

Paride in December.

All related temporary
road closures for Batonton
Main Strect were unan-
imously approved by the

then ratified

Council will next mccl

Putnam Dr.,, Eatonton.
The council is scheduled
to nect at 7 p.in. on the
first ‘Tuesday and the third
Monday of each month.

it the bus leaves v, NOTICE
South Madison Avenue
will reopen s suon as The Putnam County Board of Education does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the Putnam County Board of Education, 158
Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, GA on Monday, August 18, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. and pursuant to the requirements of 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the
following oresentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.
CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY
BOARD OF EDUCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Reaf & Personal LOS4,086 673 218,004 269 2.650.730.844 2907.566,682 3.202.508.39
Motor Vehicles| 12,162,530 11,332 400 15.561.230 11.647.5200 11719370
Mobile Homes 5,807,032 0,004,521 7.921.026 13940478 15,390,601 16.716.596
v Timber - 100%) 4005573 3.211.267 3254512 3123287 3030350 1A% 08N
A Heavy Duty Equipment 488384 300.564 718 630812 360
. L . 2 0,046,751 3,236,168,710
In Memorium, R Gross Digest|  1,501,863,326]  1,705.955,555]  2,142.000,112) 2,680,046, ,
Card of Thanks, e
Thank You ““d. Less Exemptions
In Memory Of
sTartng at just 206,853,056 368,890,454 SINANG047 H00.335 63 768,357,372
NET DIGEST VALUE|  1,385.009,670]  1478,631,452[  1,773,109,258 2,141,560,70) 2,337,143,308 2,467,811,338)
$25.90 =
° A MILLAGE RATE]
The Eatonton T {Maintenance & Operation)
13772 14.900| 12000 1,250 106.724! 11.98%
Messenger £
ng TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED $21.844,373 $22,031,609 522,873,109 $24,092.558 525,066,747, $29,571.783
706-485-3501 & Net Tax $ Increase $187,236 $841,501 $1,219 448 5974,189 $4,505.036
r email
disnne@ugrnens.com Net Tax % Increase| o.as%[ 3.82%] 5.33%) 4.04% 17_9794.]
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BankSouth buys State Bank of Cochran

BankSouth announced
on Tuesday, it has entered
into it agreement with
Central Georgia Banking
Company to acquire State
Bank of Cochran. also
operating under the names
ol First Laurens Bank
in Dexter and Dublin,
and Community Bank
of Johnson County in
Wrightsville

“This purchase and

lor sshere we're headed,”
BankSouth President and
CEQ Iamld Reynolds
suid

“We're joining forees
with a bank that’s not only
financially strong. with a
loyal customer base and
dedicated team members,
but one that shares the
siune values we do. They re
good people who care
about their customers and

T 5
provides the opportunity
for asolid presence in the
central Georgia market
and it just makes sense

WIGGINS

CONTINUED FROM »> A1

“The DA said he noticed
subtle signs of wuusunl
[atigue in Ins investigator
during 2 murder tvial in
Morgan County. After the
concerns were confirmed,
Wiggins began chemo-
therapy immediately with
the first round starting
the day before the hirth o’
his youngest daughter

“Sinee that tune, Clay
has continued to serve
with unwavering commit-
ment. Despire the physical
and emotivnal toll of his
treatinents, he remained
on the front lines of our
most challenging cases,”
Barksdale said.

That included four sepa-
vate murder trialsin 2024
and three more this vear.

“He has never allowed
his illness to deter him
fromn his responsibilities.”
he added.

Wiggins was profiled
in anarticle by Green-
bervy Moove in The News
earlier this vear. During
that interview, he talked
about his wife Heather
and bleuded family that
includes three bivlugical
and two adopted children.

He was diagnosed
after a procedure that
was expected to take 30
munutes. The investigator
woke up hours later from
what was lo be minor
surgery to receive the
life-altering news about
the stomach cance

After receiving several
opinions, it was deter-
mined he was not
surgical candidate and
chemotherapy was his
only aption. Wiggins
had the option of never
working again and
drawing disability. but
that was not going to work
for him.

Wiggins regularly goes
thruugh cycles of chemo-
therapy. He said he will
not be rinning mara-
thons, but he can work.
Thete have been some
setbacks since February.

The bottomn line is the
investigator continues to
battle the odds that 80
percent ot the people wath
bus type of cancer do not
live more than five vears

Wiggins said s!
home would not help
him. The work gives him
a purpose as do his chil-
dren. He wants to walk his
daughters down the aiste
and be best man at his

reatly makes this exciting”
State Bank of Cochran
is a locally owned

community bank with
deep roots dating back to
1921 and a strong pre:
ence in central Georgin.
including Bleckley,
Laurens. and Johnson
counties. With four
full-vervice branches oper-
ating under the State Bank
of Cochrau, First Laurens
Bank. and Comnunity
Rank of Johnson County
nanies, the bank offers
modern banking services
while maintaming . tradi-
tion of personal, home-
town service.

Upon closing, customers

of State Bank of Caochran,
First Laurens Bank,

and Community Bank

ol Johnson County will
continue working with the
same familiar bankers,
recewving the local service
«and support they rely on
evervday.

“Fruin the beginning, it
was clear that RankSouth
shares our values: putting
Feople first. supporting
oeal comuntnities, and
building lasting rela-
tiouships.” State Bank of
Cochran President Jackic
Rowen said.

Investigator
Clay Wiggins
(right) and
Ocmulgee
Circult
District
Attorney
Wright
Barksdale
after the
award was
announced.

CONTRIBUTED

“This partnership sn't
aboy anging who we
are; thout joining
with a bank that comple-
ments our strengths and
enhances what we can
ofter our customers. It's
the right ove torour
team, vur customers, and
the future of community

~—REAL
COUNTRY

banking in the markets we
proudly serve”

The purchase and
assumption agreement
as heen unanimously
approved by the boards
of directors of Bank-
South and State Bank of
Cochran.

= Contributed

of 2.000 mills. Without thi

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education has tentatively adopted a millage rate
which will require an increase in property taxes by 20.03 percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to
be held at the Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood
Springs Road, Eatonton, Georgia on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. and 6:00

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at
Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road,
Eatonton, Georgia on August 18, 2025 at S p.m.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 11.983 mills, an increase
s tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be

no more than 9.983 mills. The proposed tax increase tor a home with a fair
market value of $200,000 is approximately $140.00 and the proposed tax
increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $150,000 is
approximately $120.00.

NOTICE

In accordance with Officiat Code of Georgin Annotated 36-81-5 the following ts a summary of the proposed FY2026 Budget for Putnar:
County. GA as presentad to the Putnam County Board of Commissioners July 29, 2025 Copies of the propased FY2026 Budgst ara availabia
weekdays at the Putnain County Board of Comimissioners Office 117 Putnam Orive. The proposed budget (s also avalable at
www.putnamcountyga.us.
THE FY2026 BUDGET HEARING WILL BE HELD ON AUGUST 19, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE PUTNAM COUNTY ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING. 117 PUTNAM DRIVE, EATONTON, GEORGIA. THE PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WILL MEET ON
AUGUST 29, 2025 AT 10:00 AM.* TO ADOPT THE FY2026 BUDGET.

12

son'’s wedding.
Inatextthis past
weekend, the investigator

GENERAL FUND (Proposed)
ESTIMATED REVENUES

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS (Proposed)
Revenues  Expenses

said he feels honored to be Taxes 22013625 Law Library Fund 15225 15225
selected. License and Permils 114500  Jail Fund 74,700 74,700
“Tknow Iho;rg are others Intergovernmental Revenues 372407 Juvenile Services Fund 8,000 8.000
who deserve it justas Charges for Services 3,430.800 Drug Abuse Education & Treatment 171,382 171,382
much or more than I do, . .
he said Fines 452,000 Drug Confiscation Fund 50,000 50.000
“The tinal paragraph in interest and Miscellaneous 563,000 Faderal Forfeiture Fund 1,010 1.010
Barksdale'’s nomination Transfar from Other Funds 405,123 Emergency 911 Fund 471,880 471.880
Jetter surs up the reason Appropriation from Fund Balance 1097.032 Special Service District 4.219.429  3950.584

Wiggins was selected as

Lnvestigator of the Year TOTAL Proposed General Fund Revenues 28448487 HoleWMolel Tox Fund 1.187.000  1187.000
“Tushort, Clay Wiggins Local Maintenance Improvement Grant 632,000 632,000

exemplifies the very best ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES Juvenile Prosecutor Fund 265,047 226.100

e horsen General Government 6310449

verance sel a standard Judicial 2227692 ENTERPRISE FUNDS (Proposed)

for others to follow. His Public Safety 13,909,657 Revenues  Expenses
commitment to justice, Public Works 2208513 Solid Waste Fund 110,000 110.000
and to this office, even in Heaith & Wellness 1.523.160 Oconee Springs Park 662.686 662,686
the face of personal adver- Culture & Recreation 1,879.482
f“;:';)“‘:,’.""‘"'“ short of Development 389,534

TOTAL Proposed General Fund Expenditures 28,448 487

*Start time for the meeting may be delayed if another public hearing s scheduled prior 1o this meeling

Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in otder Lo aliow them 10 abserve and/or partictpate In lhis meeting, of who
have questions regarding the accessibility of the mesting or the faciities are raquirad 1o contact Ihe ADA Compliance Officer, at least three
business days in advance of the meeling at 706-185-2776 Lo aliow the County to make reasonable accommodatons for (nose persons

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right 1o continue the henning (o aniother time and place in the event the nuniber of people in
attendance at the hearing, ncluding the Board of Commissioners. staff, and membars of lhe public exceeds the legal fimits, Heanngs will be

RUSSELL W WALL |AFTORNEY AT LAW conducted pursuant to O.C.G.A. 50-14-1 and Section 2-42 of the Puinam County Code of Ordinances.

122 North Man 1 Bte 8.Greensboro, GA
Offce 7064530089 Faa 7064530094
Emad russeBerwwliw om
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’ ‘I MONDAY, JULY 21 Transfers Through July 21

Jamei Sherrod Jackson, 35, of Property Address
Milledgeville - probation violation

6/2/25 |$314,535 | ELLISON, SHAKEDRA SDH CENTRAL GEORGIALLC | 105 TIMBER WAY CT
(simple battery, family wiolence: Terrell Abi vy Ex Offci
. " " & ferrel) Abernathy Ex Officio
reckless: cond\:ct, tr:‘h:zit.;:nogf @3/725 [$5.100 Stone, Charles Shentf af Putnam County Southland DR
- Terrell Abernathy Ex Officio
Jamel Martavious Brandy A;Zens - b'cm'h warrant posxssxon{ @325 |$3,100 Mixon, Michael Shenff of Putnam County 100 N Steel Brdge RD
Sherrod Rashad Rebecca o cue ‘“.Ed object possession o Terrell Officio
Jackson Bishop Whitlow manjuana with intent 1o distabute! 6/325 |$5800 | OPRProperties, LLC Shenfl of Putnam County 203 Winding River RD
Srandy Rebecca Whitlow, 45, of Terrell Abernatity Ex Officio
E;mr;mn —:ee'r:dx warrant uheh‘ﬁ 63125 |$2.000 Trusted Keyz, LLC Sheriff of Putnam County 114 Baynes ST Eatontan
taking, theft by recerving stolen . Terrell Abernathy Ex Officia 309 Martin Luther
property; Morgan County warrant G5 [530000 | Geoga Tiesource 1 | et Ay GO King Junior DR
Gameshia Patrel Frazier, 25 Terrell Abemathy Ex Officio
of Miledgewlle - suspended /23125 316,500 | Larenan, Joe Sheniffof Putnam County 310 Little River TR
registration; suspended kicense Steven Lester Petersen
f andLynn Guillard
Garneshia Ernest Randell WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 62325 | 5125000 | Petersen, trustees of Goodman, Agni TBD Ruverside OR
Patrell Frank Darrell —_—— g;‘lg;":ﬂfx:’;;
Frazier Rogers Walker 68, of Eatonton T2 e
o ~battery, farmily violence (frst ' SOH Contral Geargia
offense, misdemeancor) 6/30/25 [ 5298490 | Barbee, Henry LLC, 3 Georgia hmited 1008016

liabikty company

Walker, 43, of Madison

- probation violation (possession of 71/25 5165000 | Reeves, Ron Andresen, Peter 397 Thomas DR

iy ) Eatonton
<ocaine with ntent to distnbute)
N T 313 € River Bend
725 [$745000 | Sampies, Terry Mobley, Jonathan DR Eatonton
: THURSDAY, JULY 24 7101125 | $100.000 | Hearn, Samuel Rasherry, Lurry x;':i::"’“”"’“
Ronald Rodriquez  Timothy Lee Parsons, 52, of Eatonton
Keith Montrel - possession of mariuana; sale 71725 | 5250000 | Adcock, Raymond Antoine, Lolit 101 Elizatield CT
Bryant Davis ot methamphetamine 711/25 | $950,000 | Minano, John Jensen, Michaei 1018055

Ronald Keith Bryant, 46, of Eatonton

ot M5 [$200000 | Ringer, Dave Jamieson, Susan | 777 Glenwood $PGS
- saleof
wafficking in cocaine, 71325 [$52500 | Willams, Kim Allen, Norman | 206 Bluegitian
3 marijuana o1 methamphetamine 7/14/25 521000 | Gnmes, Shanquila Veasley, Cashanda 057A138
1, of Eatontan James Lamar Mitchell, . 25
- sentenced from court (112 days n8/25 5247000 | Mitchell Ir. lames Executor of the Last Willand | 169 Southehore RD
i jaittime for probation revocation) Testament of Helen M. Mitchell

Tewiious s Moss Trevious Demetri Martin, 32.of New Life Outreach Shirley Jean Raberts Yorber, ]
. - 25 {359 i inistra
Demetri Lemarko Little Eatonton - PAC incarceration 7/18/25 {459,000 | Chnstian Center Apostolic | Administrator of The Estateof | 213 Agnes Jenkins LN |
Martin Page order (7 days jail time) Holiness Church, INC Kathleen Gertrude Roberts 1|
b Aziz Lemarko Page, 35, of Sparta Gary Keith Moon as Executar

- sentenced from court (20 days 72125 [$247000 | Mitchell Jr, James e ot 19 Southshore RD
jail time, state court sentence) on and $an
MosesLittle, 55,of Eatonton
-t suspended 721725 | $444.000 | Jerome, Wilham Burdine, Terr: 181 Bagley RD SW
icense; seatbek violation
Baylee Hulsa, 18, of Carlton - nterference

with custody (misdemeanor! CRE/ATE “_] 1\-” A‘- I E

Baylee Dylan Richard Dylan Dennis Dunaway, 18, of

Hulse Dennis Harry Crawford ~interference with A[\J D C[ gEB R / \T E
Dunaway Hathcock custody {misdemeanor}

Richard Harry Hathcack, 17,of AR AN | \ w wa Ev M
Carlton - mterference with 1 - m
custody (misdemeanor) 2T T 5

Paul i.ee Rabaerson, 38, of Milledgeville
~ fatlure to appear (tratfic otfense,

{ SEE OUR AD IN THE
foreign warrant, Baldwn County) st : COMMUNITY CALENDAR ON
Da'Vontae Robriues Pennamon, 25 \h LL | >> PAGE C7
of Eatonton - loitenng; passession

ﬁ:::‘i’:::: ::::‘, and use of drugrelated objects;
Pennaman Holt oMﬁI:ch;Irs (misdcmea?xg':)w H H
Customer Service Representative
FRIDAY, JULY 25

raranAdosHa $30,000-$60,000

Atlanta - probation viokation
(financial identity fraud)
Jamie Allen Suggs 40, ofMluedgcvulie
Katie i (burglary) Lake Oconee working with established accounts. Experience
Reis Terrill Kane Reis, 51, or Eatonton - disorderly

Positions open in Milledgevitle, Athens, Eatonton, Gray and

beneficial, but not necessary. Position includes training, base

Suggs Edwards conduct; willful obstruction
of faw enforcement ufficers salary, commissions, bonus, travel and insurance benefits.
misdemennor two counts)
SATURDAY, JULY 26 Applicants should apply to:
Frederick Terril Edwards, 24, of A. Mark Smith
Atlanta ~ theft by taking (felony! R . .
Jamarcus Damell Cobb, 27 of Smith Communications Inc.
Jamarcus Linda Eatonton - DUl maryuana; possession amsmith@msgrnews.
Darnell Lee f 1 1
Cobb Davis b i 706-749-7205
SUNDAY, JULY 27

UndaLee Davis, 60, of Eatonton
~public drunkennest
James Allen Armstrong, 23, of Eatonton

- cnminal trespass (famyly violence),

senple battery famiy vioknce) COMMUNICATIONS:

Ashley Cramer Lankford, 38 of PO Box 4 ton GA 31024 - 706..485 3501
:,‘::g, Eatonton - aggravated asult, Newspapers » Magazines » Printing
Lankford Armstrong public drankenness

NOTICE

co LLI N S The Putnam County Board of Education does heraby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meating to be held at the Putnam County Board of £ducation, 158
CONTIN JFD FROM, >> A1 0ld Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, GA on Monday, August 18, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. and pursuant to the requirements of O.C G.A § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the
following presentation of the current vear's tax d gest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years

he touts Trunp’s *big,

heautiful bill” and banning CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

“bays from playing girls'
sports.” And he talks of BOARD OF EDUCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2028 2025
writing the Laken Riley
Act, which requires federal
inintigration agents to Real & Persanal 1.565 119.8 1.653.086.673 218,094,368 2650.730.584 2M7.566,682 3.202 50819
arrest, detain and deport Motor Vehicles L, 3t S0 2161530 11312 490 11.561.230 11,647,520 11.719.270
immigrants who cross the Mobile Homes S507932 64M4.521 192102 13.049.87% 15,090,001 16.716.596
horder illegally and then Timber - 100%| s Eitis T 005 N
commit nonviolent crimes. v 401373 RIS 4233512 3424247 3.030.356 AhL08N
Riley, a 22-vear-old A Heavy Duty Equipment| ARR IR 400,504 97715 750512 634.22) 140,360
nursing student, was L Gross Digest|  1,591.863.326]  1,705955.555[  2,142.000.112] 2,680.046,751 2,938,279.440) 3.236,168,710
murdered last year while v
jogging on the Univer- E
of Georgia canipus. Less Exemptions|
Both Ossoff and Warnock
supported the bill, which 206,853 nie 227324103 354490 354 133,446,047 3
Frump signed in January. NET DIGEST VALUE| 1,385.009.670]  1,478,631,452 1,773,109,258 2.141,560,704) 2, 337 443,808} 2,067,811,338
But Collins in his video x
calls them “California
crazies” A ) MILLAGE RATE
Democrats fmd haLk i (Maintenance & Operation)|
calling Collins a “MAGA E 15772 14 900] 12900 11.250] 10724 11953
extremist .shgncd wi nh TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED) $21.844373 $22,031,609 $22.873,109 $24,092,558 525,066,747, $29,571,783)
TR et Tax § increase| $187,236 $841,501 $1.219,448 $974,189 4,505,036
Net Tax % ncrease 0.86% 3 Az%l 5.33%| 4,04% 17.97%|
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Football is here

August Istis the begin
ning of footbuall season
tome.

— Colin Cowherd

Football is officially
here.

High school football in
the Peach State hegins
this week with serim-
magces. The Georgia
Bulldogs start fall camp.
‘There 1s also an NFL
preseason scrinpnage
between the Los Angeles
Chargevs and the Detroit
Lions.

We are so back, man.

This s the best time
of the year. Footballis a
spovt that evervone can
rally around, whether it's
rec ball or the NFL.

Lance
McCurley

Sports Reporter
While [ prefer college
balt over the NFL, high
school football will
always be my favorite. 1
loved attending games
as akid, listening to

how they avercoine
adversity or how they
perforined in a big game
1simportant tome. |
also think it’s essential to
cover conching changes
and the recruitment of
players, too.

It lets the conunumnity
know what going on
and going an year five
now. [ take alotof pride
in doing that

Last season was my
favorite. T got to see sonie
exciting games, and most
of my local teams made
the plavotfs. I don't root
for the teams I cover
because it's mv job to
stay unbiased — but it
15 alo easier when they
win.

Raseball was always the band, watching the So. heres to year five
oy first loveand I played cheerleaders, aud seeing  and hopetully five more
itlonger. but foothali has  the town shut down 1wish all the local teams
always been iny tavorite  every Friday. well, and let’s get afterit.

sport to watgl Now, 1 get to cover [l be on the side-

There'sjust something  lighschool football for - lines at Al Reaves Field
about it. Maybe it’s bothof myjobs. [think  this 1~r|d.x) for Putnam
because football in the it’s very important to County’s scrimmage
South is king. or perhaps  tell the stories of voung  versus West Laurens.
it jusL imeans niore. athletes. Highlighting [ can't wait!

PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education announces its intention to increase the property taxes
it will levy this year by 20.03 percent above the rollback millage rate

Each year, the board of tax assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax
purposes of taxable property in the county. When the trend of prices on properties that have
recently sold in the county indicate there has been an increase in the fair market value of any
specific property, the board of tax assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such
property and adjust the assessment. This is called a reassessment.

When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback
millage rate must be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year’s
digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred.

The budget tentatively adopted by the Putnam County Board of Education requires that a
millage rate higher than the rollback millage rate, therefore, before the Putnam County Board
of Education may finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires
three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on
the increase.

Alt concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the
Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, Georgia
on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM and on August 18, 2025 at 5:00 PM

Dedicated

to more than making medical advances.

ST MA RY’ S St Mary's Hospital - Good Samaritan Hospltal - Sacred Heart Hospital

A Nt o8 Triity 10 sitn

stmarys-health.org

PUTNAM

CONTINUED FROM >> 81

“We have to hit a little
ore this week and can
prepare a little more for
the physical aspect of the
game,” he said. “While also
working on the funda-
mentals, we need to be
successiul. Wewanl to
see }um the guys we have

mos ound to play new
posmnm will play n.nd we
want to see which will
do the little things nght

West Laurens is a good
litmus tes! for Putnam
County. Entering his fifth
season, head cvach Kip
Burnette led the R.udvn
taan 8- overall record
last year and a trip to the
playotfs. They return a lot
of slarters in 2023,

Most notably, tailback
TV Cummings returns for
s junior year. He rushed
for 1,765 yards and 18

LANCE McCURLEY/Staff

Putnam County will rotate quarterbacks this Friday, likely between seniors Ethan
Whatley (pictured) and Branan Griffin.

touchdowns in 2024 and
will lead the West Laurens’
rushing attack. which will
challenge Putnam Coun-
ty's defense.

The War Eagles’ front
seven, anchored by Bryson
Brown among others, will
be tasked with amppmg
the run.

The Raiders arc also
stout on defense, especially
on the defensive line and
at the linebacker position.
They return seven of their
leading tacklers from last
season, inchiding Shannon
Adkins. who totaled 102
stops.

But Pulnam County has
an experienced offensive
line, su it needs to make
mnning paths for the
otfense to succeed.

The War Eagles will play
a second serimmage next
week, too, facing former
region rival Washington
County. also at 7:30 p.n.
on Aug. § athome on Al
Reaves Field.

HERSCHEL

ONTINULED FROM. >> 81

of course. but found the
classroom expenience

mteracting with class-
mates. impressed by their
intelligence and creativity,
and was transfixed by his
professors’lectures.
“I'was inotivated, happy
even, to do the work 1
needed to do, and it was
inspiring to work with
these bright. enthusiastic
students and professors
every day.” he said. “It also
made me pleased to live
up to the cominitnient 1
made to my mother many

years ago,”
When Herschel waxes
philosophically, he allows

that “earning his degree is
as important as anvthing
1 have ever done.” This
cotning from a three-time.
all-Amenca running
back who won the 19582
Heisman Trophy: a man
who holds &1 records at
Georgia and 16 in the
SEC, and one who gained
3,259 yards in college
and 8,225 rushing yards

asa professional. Now,
Herschel talks to UGA
athletes about the impor-
tance of making getting a
degree a priority.
Ofbeing voted into the
Cirele of Honor, he savs
it™is nice” 1o be elected
to tlus select group. Ever
grateful, he prefers to talk
about the great athletes
already chosen betore
him and nothiug about
himself. Unaware that
earning his degree also
roade hum eligible to join
the Circle of Honor. he
remains apprecintive
of the recognition, but
defleets, turning the fcus
to how education is the
Key to opportunity. e
is enger to testify to the
intrinsic values of the
learning experience.
“Education,” Herschel
says, "is the equalizer
You have to have an open
mind. You have to take
advantage of so many
smart people on our
college campuses. I feel so
fortunate to have had the
experience L had.”

in pers
always been the Herschel
Walker way

Starts August 19
20 sessions - $100

Contact Don: djones@trilogymi
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STEPs being taken to accredit Georgia Writers Museum

‘This sumuwer. the Georgin
Writers Museun (GWM) took
its first step toward receiving
acereditation.

“Most people know that
schools are aceredited; that
they undergo routine exterial
reviews Lo ensure Lhey meel
best practices for ther profes-
sion.” GWM Executive Director
Melissn Swindell said, “Similarly,
muscums can be accredited.
toa.”

‘The Araerican Alliance of
Museums (AAM) reviews and
ensures that inusenms achieve
theirinission and goals and meet
performance standards and best
practices in the museun field.
More than 1,100 inuseums are
AAM-nceredited in the United
States, but only 19 of those are in
Georgia.

'Thv. ulumalc goal is to reach
AA and there

orgunizations through a
program called STEPs (Sian-
dards and Excellence Prograro
for History Organizations)

1o build their acereditation
portfolios.

The STEPs program was
created in 2009 with funding
from the Institute of Musetin
and Library Services (IMLS)

organizations earolled in

the STEPs program. This
sununer, GWM received its
Gold Certificate — the highest
level of achievement — in the
Mission, Vision. and Gover-

nance category. This sets the bar

for completing the remaining

five standards by focusing on

(YWVI': core purpme :na—
i .

to help history
no matter how small, reach
accreditation. It provides work-
books. ouline resources, and
anonline 1o review

tegicd
structure.

Despite being a relatwely
new member of the Ealonton

museums’ policies and practices
and benchmark themselves
against six pational muscum
standards: Mission, Vision,

and Governance: Audience and
Commuunity Eugagement; Inter-
pretation; Stewardship of Collec-
tions; Stewardship of Fhstoric
Structures and Landscapes: and

isa m'p‘b\ ~step process to help
small inuseums reach this lofty
gnal Swindell added.

‘The Americin Association
for State and Local History
(AASLH) works with more
than 5,500 small- to mid-sized

As cach museum works its way
through each nauonal standard.
it will receive a Bronze, Silver,
Gold certificate from AASL
recognize the achieveinents.

Georgia Writers Museum
is one of seven Georgia-based

lier husband to Luke Oconee
from Philadelphia about a year
ago, GWM volunteer Judi Bell
15 at the heart of the museun’s
STEPs initiative, Swindell snd.

"It's been my goal to work
toward STEPs certification,
but Judi h: lv made this
conie to [ruition,” Swindell said
“Judi comes to us with 4 back-
ground in operations and vital
experience with accreditation
processes, and we are truly
fortunate to have her — and all
ourvolunteers — to help move
GWM forward.”

Contributed

aller relocating with

CONTRIBUTED

Georgia Writers Museum Executive Director Melissa Swindell
(left) and volunteer Judi Bell work on documents to support the

museum’s first STEPs certificate.

Georgia Power seeks new energy projects certification

Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

Georgia Power asked state
energy regulators last Thursday
to certify 9,900 nicgawatts

themix of energy sources it
intends to rely upon for power
generation during the cotning
years.
About $.000 megawatts would
cuine from bids rec ived from an
I

of new energy that
would come frown a variety of
power-generaling projects.

In aliling with the Georgia
Public Service Commission, the
Atlanta-hased utility proposed
projects the PSC has already
approved in Georgia Powers last
two Integrated Resousce plans

IRPs). The company submits
IRPs every three years outlining

" request for pi e
(e commiission approved in the
2022 IRP. The projects wichide
power-purchase agreements
(PPAS) from existing resources
as well as new company-uwned
natural gas generation, hattery
encrgy storage systeins {BESS).
and projects that combine BESS
and solar.

Asecond filing requests

certification of 1,886 megawatts
that would come from projects
the PSC approved this month in
the utikity’s 2024 IRP, including
PPAs from existing resouices,
new battery energy storage
construction. and compa-
ny-owned BESS paired with
solar.

The list uf projects includes
previously approved new gas
turbines to be built at Georgia
Powers Plant Yates neay
Newnan, and Plant Melntosh
near Savanuah. It also requests
five additional turbines,
mdudmg twriat Plant Bowen

she sad.

example,

IAN TOCHER/Staff

Health in Macon.
“They belped bail us
out befon. with several

have worked =0 hard to
pay that offso that we
don't have any deht now,”

waorks against PGH when
it comes to securing
state-provided financial
support. Hospital CEO
Alan Horton explained
to the commission that
because PGLI is presently
debt free. it is not consid-
ered as “needy” as hospi-
tals that are underwater,
finaneally speaking. For
e supgested
St. Mary’s Hospital in
Greenshoro consisteutly
carries debt, though

near Cartersville, two at Plant
Wansley in Heard County, and
lant Mclntosh.
ronmental groups have
uppo:czl the new gas tnthines

as a doubling down on Georgia
Power's commitment to continue
using fossil fuels for power gener-
ation rather than inore aggres-
sive investment in renewable
energy.

On the other hand. Georgia
Power is stepping up its reli-
ance on battery energy storage
systeins as a way to improve
the efficiency of renewable
power. Construction 1s curcently

underway on new BESS projects
in Bibb. Lowndes. Floyd, and
Cherokee counties, while the
cnmpany is seeking certification
0f 10 new BESS facilities at eight
sites across the state.

Georgia Poweralso s
requesting approval of two new
state-nf-thevart solar systems
paired with BESS. Those would
belocated m Laurens County
and at the site of the former Plant
Mitchell in Dougherty County.

The PSC will hold hearings on
the 1wo certification requests in
October and early December.
witha Dec. 19 vote planned.

15

on that as well, so we

worked hard to get ont of
debt, bul becnuse of that — onthe matter during the
we ave not ranked as most waork session, though it

needy funder the Georgia  could be revisited during
ITEART dehigml!ud taxes  afuture council nieeting,

program].”
No action was takeu

L-R: Putnam General Hospital Authority Board member Lou Benjamin, PGH

many would consider it a

Home of Today's ¢

Human Resources Director Rhonda Largo, and hospital CEO Alan Horton address than PGH.

county commissioners with detailed financial stats displayed on screens behind “And there are other

them. hospitals like them that
“You'll see the students;  place tor people to start ave rated aliwad of us in

PG H they walk right by out. But we just can't pay  terms of need. but we take

more prosperous hospital

Putnam because were not  the market rate.” alotof pride. [ mean it
big and Mashy. But what Answening a question took us a long time to get
theydont understandis  from McElhenney about  out of debt and we don't
salay loday also requires  theyd get to do everything  PGH tinances, Largo want 1o be there again.”

giving a raise to those atour hospital,”she said.  explained when shejoined  Horton said. “We know !

doing the same job but “Weresosmallthatowr  the hospital tive vears 1t has inore cost thau just & L n s
hired previously. people wearso many hats  ago. PGH was heavily paying the principal back.
You've got to pay interest

“So, one of the signifi- ... soit’s really a great mdebted to Navicent
cant cost increases to the
hospital right now is we've
got to bring our pevple up
closer to market so that
they will come on hoard
[and then] we can save
the inordinate amount of
money that we're paying
for contract emplovees,”
Benjamin explained

PG Human
Resources Director
Rhonda Largo also
addressed the conunis-
sion. confirming Benja-~

CONTINUFD "ROM > A1

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education has tentatively adopted a millage rate
which will require an increase in property taxes by 20.03 percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to
be held at the Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood
inin’s statements, Largo

e s, | Springs Road. Eatonton, Georgia on August L1, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. and 6:00

parr ate as an example LI
wplaining PGH typi- L‘

cally pays $32-$:36/hour.
compared to 2 competi-
tive rate of approximately
$45/hour statewide,
including at hospitals in
Milledgeville. Greens-
boro, Madison, and
Athens. among others.

“1 get applications
all the time and we go
through the interview
process, but we can’t
match what other people
are paying. Wejust can't;
Largo told the ronunis-
sion. She said she and
her staff consistently
attend job fairs seeking
new nurses. but without
competitive pay rates
it's nearly unpossible
to attract employees to

PGLL

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at
Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road,
Eatonton, Georgia on August 18, 2025 at S p.m.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 11.983 mills, an increase
of 2.000 mills. Without this tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be

no more than 9.983 mills. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair
market value of $200.000 is approximately $140.00 and the proposed tax
increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $150,000 is
approximately $120.00.
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. Information found on the Putnam County Public Record page has been
gatherad by The & M from various snd pubkc
offices. Reports gleaned from public records reflect the information as it
appears on the documents provided. Subscribe online st www.msgrmews.com
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PUTNAM COUNTY JAIL REPORT £Z2WZN Putnam County Property

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 Roy Shain Grifin, 2.0f Eaorton ~PAC ] .I Transfers Through July 28
der (48 hours ail tme)
Savaisha i in, 30, of E: failure to Melvin Willis, 66, of Eatanton Pnce Seller Property Address

Wbt Sl d 6/19/25[$240.00000 | Hutchings, Jacob Powell, David 918 Cronked Creek RD

9
e of 10ad; expired tag or decal; open container THURSDAY, JULY 31 425 [$1150,000.00 [ Trautweiler, Jy, Clark [ Smith, Brodley 372A Pagsum Point OR
in vehicle; VGCSA rafficking ——— = =
1525 |52 g
oot pite s compen veneimdonmheaton  Rabert Yol 71525 |5250,00000 | OPIELOVE 1 LLC REGISTER, HEZY 240 SHELTON DR
SPgee - i i 715125 | 555000000 |Ruffner, Charles Borgmeier, Roger 104v012101
while icense susp ;el\'«lxkfl 71525 | 542500000 | Frame, Camilla Mack, Kelly 0868046
{misdenyeanar); giving false name, 716/25 [ $80,00000 | Wikon, Anthony Hilley, Dapheny 002014009
address or birnthdate to
oficer: no insurance: remose of affx 6125 |$5600000 | Granville, Monique | Harretis, Andrew 8300101
plateto conceal vehicke identification = Spivey, Kevin A. and Weatherford, Emilyand | . N
Vernon Porter, 51, of Eatonton 725 15500000 | <oien Chelsey M. Weatherford,Coleton | 02 Hunters Chase CT
- 2 violatis i
Savaisha Mario ﬁ"::;';::’“ Harsison, 34,of 7725 (561000000 | Musgrove, Dcbora | fShn W Cree0 a0t ygs 5 gy R 902
Shaunice Munoz - olati -

Boykin Griffin (E:;‘s’:‘;':onp‘;;‘x:‘l‘u"a::t:f‘l:" 71825 | 526490000 | Watkins, St Mark BFAULC 109 Clopton DR
intent to distrbute; obstruction of " Rose Creek Home JW}hlm R D:zml. g:; %:b%? oﬂdlom_
law enforcement officer; DUI} 8025 530000080 g Gsere t1c ;SFD"SI;';; :L( Rl an

Janet Frankiin, 64, of Ealnntor\ hlture -
toappear for g 121125 Nistler, Rebecca Hutchings, Michael 152 Parkside LN
Imisdemeanor loitaning); passession
of cocaine, possessmn?))ldvug- 72225 56914500 | GPA Grass, LLC gm[:":f;"“e"‘ 140 Lakeshore DR
related nbject, probation violation =
saleidistribytion of cocaine) 72225 |540500000 | Taylor, Ernest Carolyn Thompson 200 Sage €T
Melvin Vernon o 3 e {/k/a Carolyn Lunsford
ey Fi ld phs Jasmine Elvishea Zykin Smith, 26, T
s ‘19"3 or of Eatonton - acquinng license 7205 |snagoo0e [ °}:";| 'bs :r:‘ il | Johnson, Michelle 115 Sage ST
Kearney plite for purpase of concealing annah Elizabeth Mills
identfication of motor vehicle; The Alvin £
728725 51000000  [Kemp, Gregg Roemershauser 1220026
Living Trust
720725 (522300000 |Bleau, Denny Moss, Efzabeth 10 fowes e

: no msurance. speeding 85/60
| FRIDAY, AUG. 1
E ] David Lewis Reesa 65 of Eatunton
S -dnving under the influence of
multiple substances, npen container

River OR Eatontan

7124025 | $59,000.00 Nunnatly, Bobby McPherson, Karen 166 E River Bend DR

725025 52500000 | Plowden, Herman fondia Ll secuton

Gregory Janet Jasmine i vehide, possession of cocaine of Estate of Sarah Martin | '0%6%8%
Sy Foin G skl B [ [ (pk | on s
Brian D il ;’;’;" 'E‘;"mmn 7/28/25 | $1,382.000.00 | Hardy, Ir, John San Inocencio, Marisol | 112 Dogwood PT
~theft by deception tfelony) 7/28/25 |$850,00000 |[Em&MOIl LLC Key Realty USA, LLC 103 Walmart DR
R, et fahte [2::,:‘:,%:,{,;& M5 570000000 | e tadke 1995 L:‘::L";?‘;"Y"’UZ;"“‘ 228 Steel Bridge RD

1o have a county soliciting permit)
Davionne Naiga Chaney, 31, of
Woodbury ~ bench warrant,

CREATE, CULTIVATE
AND CELEBRATE

L Ufpeswing Lverils

SEE OUR AD IN THE
COMMUNITY CALENDAR ON
>> PAGE (7

David Brian failure to appear ifailure to have
Lewis Douglas acounty solicting permit)
Reese Skinner David Sanchez, 33, of Eatontan - dnving
without a valid ficense {misdemeanar}
SUNDAY, AUG. 3
Cory Jensen, 35 of Estonton - cruely
o amimals; cruelty to chiidren, second
degree ifelony), driving on wrong side
of road; driving without a vald hcense
Jybrica Davionne David (misdemeanor) failure to maintain kzne
Lycola Naiga sanchez fleeing or attempting to ehide 2 police
Jones Chaney officer (felony); passing na nu-passmg
s i zone; reckls

construction zone 110in a 45;too mu
for conditions; willful sbstruction of law
o i i

Customer Service Representative

Pablo Romero Gonzalez, 57, of
Eatonton - driving without a valid
license (misdemeanor; driving
under the influence of akcoho!

Mary Mary Grace Lindley, 31, of Eatonton
Grace - driving undes the influence of
Gonzalez Lindley alohol, failure to maintain lane
of anyone dying ofheat hat off to those who earn
stroke in the old days. their bread by the sweat

That would become an of their brow — espe-
TINUED FROM >> A4 issue later. Unfostunately.  cally roofers; they are my

it still happens. heroes
Iirst arrived in Athens Sa. while 1 appreciate And, not to be over-
and began watching foot-  heing enscouced in air tonked, haven't those rain
ball practice, I cannot conditioning, [ take my showers been a gadsend?

Emlfmbcrslcr;_ngl rla water
ucket on the field.
Vassa Cate, a highly SAVE $350 when you transform
regarded halthackin the your patia into an outdoor oasis.
Jate 305, onee told ine
about scrimimaging just
outside the entranee to
Sanford Stadium. He said
on wide runs that would © Instam shade—t the 0uch ot 3 ision
Lake him out of bounds, he | ot mor quaty ime wih amly and nends
would run all the way to » Up to 10-Yexr Limitad Warranty.

$30,000-$60,000

Positions open in Milledgeville, Athens, Ealonton, Gray and

Lake Oconee working with established 2ccounts. Experience

beneficial, but not necessary. Position includes training, base
salary, commissions, bonus, travel and insurance benefits.

Applicants d apply to:
A. Mark Smith

Smith Communications Inc.

amsinith@mesgrnews.com
706-749-7205

SMITH

COMMUNICATIONS:

T creckand i | PO Box 4027 ExtentonGA 1024 - 706.305.3501
as much water as he could SAVE $350 TODAY! Newspapers » Magazines » Printing
Dbefore returning to the America's #1 Awning!
huddle.
When Vince Dooley NOTICE
became Georgia’s head
Ei{;:;k;"g,:ﬁfggc 1 The Putnam County Board of Education does hereby announce that :he mag: rate will be set at a meeling to b
remember that the big Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, GA on Monday, August 18, 2025 4! 6:00 P.M. and pursuant to the requir
thing was to take ice following presentation of the current year's tax d'gest and |avy. along with the history of the tax d

breaks. Alter a period of
heavy contact work, he

CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF

would blow his whistle,
and the temn would siton BOARD OF EDUCATION 2020 2021 2022 2
the hillsides of Woodruff
Field and with cups of i icc. -
“That was a breaktt Real & Personal [RISHICRY 34080071 2105093 369 2
Today athletes in all sports Motor Vehicles 16,300,500 a3 1.332490
have all sorts of drinks 1o Mabile Homes CsU7O0 6
stay hydrated .
Tt took a lang time v Timber _100% A038373 2
for that to come about. A Heavy Duty équioment| 1RR R4
Even so. you never heard L Gross Digest| 1,591,863.326, 1,705,
u
3
Less Exemptians
06153056 2 o
NET DIGEST VALUE| 1385009670 1,478
R
A MILLAGE RATE
T {Maintenance & Operation)
3 15772 [] !
TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED! $21844,373 $22
T NetTax $ ncrease B o
Net Fax % ncrease|
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Smart preaches clear message at fall camp

Lance McCurley
Iancesmsgrnews.com

Georgia football head coach
Kirby Smart is known for his
ability to prepare and motwate
Ins teams each season.

Whether it's coinin,
like, “better never ra
lesson in history about %pamah
conguistador Hernando Cartés
telling his soldiers to “burn the
boats” as they headed wto battle
Sinart conveys the miessage
eltectivelv. 'l:i‘ns past offseason,
he's heen preaching about
wanting players who possess
FPE — "fire, passion, and
energy.

Smart wants plavers who lead
and hold others accountable.

‘The nessage has been well
recetved by Bulldog players,
inchuding jumor inside line-
hacker Raylen Wilson, headinig
into his third scason with the
progran

“1feel like everybady's more
bought into the fire, passion,
energy thing because T feel
like nowadays college football,
mostly people care more about
ruoney and here we make sure
that’s not the biggest issue.”
Wilson told reporters last week
on the first day of fall canp.
“We tocus on the passion and
the love for the game.”

Georgia's back-to-back
national chaimpionship
rosters in 2021 and 202:

ing

LANCE McCURLEY/Staff
Georgla veteran defensive back Joenel Aguero prepares to catch
a pass while participating in position drills during a practice on
Thursday, July 31.

second-year players. However. Our statf has great § lmr(- Wc\ e

the 10th-year head coach had achance to reenergize.

believ is youny group is Geurgia’s been practicing

“hungry” to win. the heat over the last week, but
“We are young ... but weare  Smart highlighted his players

hungry. We've gotateam that's  are still bought in

fun to coach. We go out to “Lsee ntin the players every

e ractice cach day, and they've  day. And it starts with 110 heat

LANCE McCURLEV/Staff  been enthusiastic,” Smart index last week, seeing them
2 had Georga tight end Ethan Barbour runs over cones duringadrill  said. “They've been out there out there runniny in that and

outspoken leaders. Despite on the first day of fall camp. working out, {(u:t doiugallthe  facingit. Thevdont always
winning the SEC Champion- ings you as] lhave 1t all the way through that
ship and inaking the College and veteran players like Wilson e to when I was younger,” he Sinart also recognizes FPE ... but they do push and chal-
Foothall Playof( last season, the  have preached that message to  smd. T try to keep it the same. in his staff, which includes lenge cach other.” he smd.
Bulldogs appeared to lack soine  the younger guys. The standard is the standard. veteran coaches who have been “That’s what I've enjoyed
of that strong leadership. “T know how 1t was when You've gotto dow acertainway  willi the program for a long about this 1e:un so far, 15 they re
Tight end Oscar Delp has we won ganies and we won to win championships.” time. not afraid to hold each other
returned to Georgia for his national championships. I was ‘This season’s roster is vouug. “Ieel it every day, because if  accountable and get after each
final season., He's scen what here for that, so 1 just share with  Sniart acknowledged in Julvat  vou don’t haveit. it's hard tobe  other. because they know that
ittakes to win a nationaltitle.  them the standard and what SEC Media Days that this team  successful,” Smart said. “You they're stronger together than
Delp acknowledged that he those older guys were holding is inostly made up of first-and ~ cantkeep up. Ourstatfhasit.  theyare apart.”

TITLE

CONTINUED "ROM >> 81

travel ball teams and
arranged games against
then betore the start of
the state tournament m
Greenshoro

“That gave us four to six
games a day on Saturdays
with these girls,” Huskins
said. "1 truly believe that
was the turning point.
Tcan't remember the
exact record, but it was
around 12-1 or 13-2, We
knew we had soinethin,
special with theny, and
itall depended on the
competition.”

Putvam finished 4-1 at

the state tournament to
win the chanpionship
The team casih beat
Johnson Count;
Berrien County
Melter (16-0) to reach

the final round from the
winner's bracket.

In the final, Putnan
faced Adel, out of Cank
County. However, nfter
ng thew oppo~
-4 in ils tirst three

girls. l«m 7-3 to Adel.
forcing a winner-take-all
game two to decide the
state champion.

Putnain rebounded.
defeating Adel 12-6 in
the deciding game for the
state title.

“Cook had to win, and

they won the first game.
Ther werea el god Natural Gas Customers
was a challenge, although If You Ever Smell Gas Call Us Immediately at

we knew what to say to 706 486 3311 or 911

our players, because they
were beaten down. They City of Eatonton Natural Gas Department

hadn't lost a ganie ina

long time, snd then they Natural Gas is odorless in its natural state; therefore, a chemical
just lost one. But they is added which allows you to smell i1, Gas leakage may occur
came back and really from taulty appli loose i service lines inside
bt the bat well to or outside of your home, or from gas mains. Leaks can be
Arthur said the entire dangerous, and should be deait with promptly by people who

season’s jormey to are trained in this field.
winning the title was
exciting for evervone
mvolved.

“They built lifelong
{riendships and memo-
ries,” he said ot his players.
“One day. they can share
those with their kids.”

If you ever smell gas, even if you don’t use it in your home, take
these precautions promptly. You may also hear a hissing noise
coming from gas lines going to appliances or near gas meters,

1. Call City of Eatonton Natural Gas Department at:
706 485 3311 immediately or in an emergency call 811,

KIRBY

CONFINULD FROM >> B1

the records of Saban and
Sinart are so impressive.
Kirby has always been
very respectful of his old
hass. saying, "I wouldn't be
where I am today without
having coached with him.”
[ can't think of another
suceessful coach who has
seen one of his assistants
win two national cham-
pionships, as has Saban
with Kirby. Obviously.
there continues to exist
miore opportunity tor the
gmlégé, but you also must
Ve 2N ¢Norinous amnount
of luck to win a chimpion-
ship. But the Smaut nan
knows it you are in the
hunt year after year. you
create your opportunilies
10 claitn the big prize.
Kirby has been a differ-
cnee maker, making an
impact from the begin-
ning by winmug the SEC
championship in just his

Follow us on BLEILZLLL
www.facebook.com/EatontonMessenger

second season and gelling
his team tu the national
championship gnne
where itlost in overtime to
Alabama.

It took Vince Dooley 16
years to win a national
title. Beaw Bryant
needed 19, Darrell Roval
required 16, Saban, I+,
Tom Oshorne, 1. Woody
Hayes and Dabo Swinney
grasped the Holy Grail
after nine seasous. Bobby
Bowden had the hest
record in football diving
his peak years at Florida
State, but his first title
came after 28 yearsas a
head coach. That Kirby
almost won it in his second
vear further reflects his
brilliance as a coach

Georgia has upgraded
its factlities across the
board: other UGA sports
teains are cnjoving nule-
worthy suceess, loo — the
rising tide lifts all boats
cftect - and the univer-
sity remains in popular
demand, regionally and
nationally. Home state

:
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pride in the Bulldogs has
never heen higher. . 1If odor is very strong and you are indoors, open windows

With that success, and doors to ventilate. Go outside. Call us from a neighbor’s
however. conies an unve- house.
!enlmﬁﬁcs:urc to wir;;
Everybody has the highest
expectations, but Kirby > 3. DO NOTTURN ANY ELECTRICAL SWITCHES ON OR OFF,
s handle that and will OR USE THE TELEPHONE. LEAVE IMMEDIATELY AND DO
work harder to over- NOT RE-ENTER UNTIL NOTIFIED BY GAS DEPARTMENT

PERSONNEL THAT EVERYTHING IS OK.

~

achieve. He will never
fall victin to resting on
his laurels. He will never
underestimate an oppo-
nent, and he wilt never
get lat-headed with the
potential of any of his

e HOWEVER SLIM THE CHANGES,
IT DOESN'T PAY TO TAKE CHANCES.

»

. DO NOT light matches, smoke cigarettes, or create any other
source of comubstion.

AUGAalumnus who
wants nothing but the best
for his alma mater. Kirby
is built for the long haul
and is as anxious for the
season to get underway as
cven the most passivnate
Bulldog fan. The Kirby
kickoft awaits.

To learn more about our natural gas service or the benefits
of natural gas: Call us: 706-485-3311

Call before you dig, 911 or 1-800-282-7411

PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education announces its intention to increase the property taxes
it will levy this year by 20.03 percent above the rollback millage rate.

Each year, the board of tax assessors is required to review the assessed value for property tax
purposes of taxable property in the county. When the trend of prices on properties that have
recently sold in the county indicate there has been an increase in the fair market value of any
specific property, the board of tax assessors is required by law to re-determine the value of such
property and adjust the assessment. This is called a reassessment.

When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback
millage rate must be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year's
digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred.

The budget tentatively adopted by the Putnam County Board of Education requires that a
millage rate higher than the rollback millage rate, therefore, before the Putnam County Board
of Education may finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires
three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their apinions on
the increase. -

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the
Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road, £atonton, Georgia
on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 PM and 6:00 PM and on August 18, 2025 at 5:00 PM.
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100 N. Jefferson Ave., P.O. Box 4027 - Eatonton, Georgia 31024-4027 - msgr@msgr.com
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLISHER

PUTNAM CO BD. OF EDUCATION - Eatonton, Georgia
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF PUTNAM

On behalf of A. Mark Smith, Publisher, | certify that the advertisement of the
Current Tax Digest and Five-Year History of Levy was published in The
Eatonton Messenger, a nhewspaper of general circulation in the State of Georgia
in the county of Putnam. Further, | certify that the following information with the
respect to the advertisement(s) is true and correct.

Date(s) of Publication: 07-24, 07-31; 08-07-25

Size of Advertisement:8.31 inches X 5.00 inches

Location of Advertisement: The advertisement was not published in the legal
ads section of the newspaper.
Witness my hand and official signature, this August 7, 2025
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12% oi & igriature of Authorized<Representative of Newspaper
VAN, BL\GQq,_. N 2\ . :
Sy ko e 1O N A. Mark Smith, Publisher
Y COUNTe

7P

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED
BEFORE METHIS 7 DAY

OF August 2025

Rocko, C X0y
NOTARY PUBLIC °

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:
Notary Public, Putnam County, Georgia
My Commission Expires March 31, 2025
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19

NOTICE

The Putnam County Board of Education does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a meeting to be held at the Putnam County Board of Education, 158
Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, GA on Monday, August 18, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. and pursuant to the requirements of 0.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 does hereby publish the

following presentation of the current year's tax digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and levy for the past five years.

CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

BOARD OF EDUCATION 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Real & Personal 1,565,119,837 1,684,086,673 2,118,094,369 2,650,730,844 2,907,566,682 3,202,508,396
Motor Vehicles 16,408,500 12,162,530 11,332,490 11,561,230 11,647,520 11,719,270
Mobile Homes 5,807,932 6,094,521 7,921,026 13,949,878 15,390,661 16,716,596
v Timber - 100% 4,038,573 3,211,267 4,254,512 3,124,287 3,030,356 4,884,088
A Heavy Duty Equipment 488,484 400,564 397,715 680,512 644221 340,360
b Gross Digest 1,591,863,326 1,705,955,555 2,142,000,112 2,680,046,751 2,938,279,440 3,236,168,710
E
Less Exemptions
206,853,656 227,324,103 368,890,854 538,486,047 600,835,632 768,357,372
NET DIGEST VALUE 1,385,009,670 1,478,631,452 1,773,109,258 2,141,560,704 2,337,443,808 2,467,811,338
R
A MILLAGE RATE
T {Maintenance & Operation)
E 15.772 14.900 12.900 11.250 10.724 11.983
TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED $21,844,373 $22,031,609 $22,873,109 $24,092,558 $25,066,747 $29,571,783
TAX Net Tax $ Increase $187,236 $841,501 $1,219,448 $974,189 $4,505,036
Net Tax % Increase 0.86% 3.82% 5.33% 4.04% 17.97%




@The TTatonton Aessenger

100 N. Jefferson Ave., P.O. Box 4027 - Eatonton, Georgia 31024-4027 - msgr@msgr.com
&°~  Lake Oconee News

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLISHER
NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

Putnam County Bd. of Education, Eatonton, GA

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF PUTNAM

On behalf of A. Mark Smith, Publisher, | certify that the advertisement of the
notice of property tax increase was published in The Eatonton Messenger, a
newspaper of general circulation in the state of georgia in the county of Putnam.
further, | certify that the following information with the respect to the
advertisement(s) is true and correct.

Date(s) of Publication: 07-24, 07-31, 08-07-2025

Size of Advertisement: 8.31 inches x 6 inches

Location of Advertisement: The advertisement was not published in the legal
ads section of the newspaper.
Witness my hand and official signature, this August 7, 2025

PY. 12222 P o,
e,
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o . ."006§.... ;_--
o“. 7 NOTy4 ,)o;".%“.
s Do
i : ,SEORGIAA E L\/\/{ QM/Z\
3 & : ,5 Signf Authgrized Re:presentative of Ne@spaper
A. Mark Smith, Publisher

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED
BEFOREME THIS 7 DAY
OF August , 2025

Rochy C 0o,
NOTARY BuUBLIC  °

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:
Notary Public, Putnam County, Georgia

My Commission Expires March 6, 2029

20




21

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education has tentatively adopted a millage rate
which will require an increase in property taxes by 20.03 percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to
be held at the Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood
Springs Road, Eatonton, Georgia on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. and 6:00

p.m.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at
Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road,

Eatonton, Georgia on August 18, 2025 at S p.m.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 11.983 mills, an increase
of 2.000 mills. Without this tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be

no more than 9.983 mills. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair
market value of $200.000 is approximately $140.00 and the proposed tax
increase for non-homestead property with a fair market value of $150,000 is

approximately $120.00.




Advertised on District website 7/24/2025 thru 8/18/2025
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NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The Putnam County Board of Education has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will
require an increase in property taxes by 20.03 percent.

All concemned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at
the Putnam County Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road,

Eatonton, Georgia on August 11, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase are at Putnam County
Board of Education Office, 158 Old Glenwood Springs Road, Eatonton, Georgia on

August 18, 2025 at S p.m.

This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of _11.983 mills, an increase of
2.000 mills. Without this tentative tax increase, the millage rate will be no more than

9& mills. The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of $200,000 is

approximately $140.00 and the proposed tax increase for non-homestead property with a
fair market value of $150,000 is approximately $120.00.




File Attachments for ltem:

4. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution setting 2025 Mill Rate for Incorporated and
Unincorporated County Maintenance and Operation (staff-CM & Finance)
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2025 TAX LEVY PUTNAM COUNTY, GEORGIA

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Commissioners sitting for county
purposes has this day met to fix the tax rates for the maintenance and operation of Putnam County
and

WHEREAS, the tax digest of said County shows taxable property for the year 2025
in the total amount of $2,559,963,346.

THEREFORE, after careful consideration and estimate it is ordered and adjudged
as follows.

THAT 7.651 mills on each thousand dollars worth of property in the incorporated
and unincorporated area be and the same is hereby assessed and levied on the total amount of
property less a roll back for Local Option Sales Tax Proceeds of 1.650 mills producing a net tax
levy of 6.001 mills returned for taxation by the payers of Putnam County for the year 2025. Said
6.001 mills to produce a total revenue of $15,362,340.

The Tax Commissioner of Putnam County, Georgia, is hereby ordered to levy and
collect the above tax rates on the taxable property designated for the year 2025 and for the purpose
heretofore set forth with due date of no later than December 20, 2025.

Approved and adopted this 26" day of September 2025.

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Bill Sharp, Chairman

ATTEST:

Lynn Butterworth
County Clerk

26
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Please provide a copy of this form to your county's Clerk of Superior Court.
http://www.dor.ga.gov

Date

Chairman, Board of County Commissioners

COUNTY: Putnam
Submit original signed copy with digest submission
COLUMN 1 COLUMN 2 COLUMN 3 COLUMN 4 COLUMN § COLUMN 6 COLUMN 7 COLUMN 8 COLUMNS | COLUMN 10
District District Name Mark X if Mark X if Enter Gross Sales Insurance Net M&O Enter Total
Number {inc, Uning, Schoal, District Falis in District Falls In Millage Rate Tax Premlum Millage Rate Bond Millage Rate
Must be Special Districts, Unincorporated Incorporated Before Rollback Roltback Column 4 less Millage Column 8 plus
Shown Etc.) Area Area Rollbacks 0.C.G.A§48.8-91 0.0GA§33-883 Columns 5,6 & 7 Rate Column 9
2 County Wide X X 7.651 1.650 6.001 0.000 6.001
3 School X X 11.983 11.983 0.000 11.983
Special Service District X 0.600 0.600 0.000 0.600
I hereby certify that the rates listed above are the official rates for the Districts indicated for Tax Year 2025




PT-32.1 - Computation of MILLAGE RATE ROLLBACK AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES - 2025

28

COUNTY: Putnam | TAXING JURISDICTION: County
ENTER VALUES AND MILLAGE RATES FOR THE APPLICABLE TAX YEARS IN YELLOW HIGHUGHTED BOXES BELOW
DESCRIPTION 2024 DIGEST A oY DTHER CHANOES 2025 DIGEST
EXISTING REAL PROP TO TAXABLE DIGEST
REAL 2,761,662,765 164,983,514 99,687,468 3,026,333,747
PERSONAL 145,903,917 23,443,347 169,347,264
MOTOR VEHICLES 11,647,520 71,750 11,715,270
MOBILE HOMES 15,390,661 1,325,935 16,716,596
TIMBER -100% 3,030,356 1,853,732 4,884,088
HEAVY DUTY EQUIP 644,221 {303.861) 340,360
GROSS DIGEST 2,938,279,440 164,983,514 126,078,371 3,229,341,325
EXEMPTIONS 600,835,632 123,129,266 {54,586,919) 669,377,979
NET DIGEST 2,337,443,808 41,854,248 180,665,290 2,559,963,346
(PYD) (RVA) (NAG) (CYD)
2024 MILLAGE RATE: | 6.101 | | 2025 MILLAGE RATE: | 6.001
CALCULATION OF ROLLBACK RATE
DESCRIPTION ABBREVIATION AMOUNT FORMULA
2024 Net Digest PYD 2,337,443,808
Net Value Added-Reassessment of Existing Real Property RVA 41,854,248
Other Net Changes to Taxable Digest NAG 180,665,290
2025 Net Digest YD 2,559,963,346 (PYD+RVASNAG)
2024 Millage Rate PYM 6.101 PYM
Millage Equivalent of Reassessed Value Added ME 0.100 (RVA/CYD) * PYM
Rollback Millage Rate for 2025 RR - ROLLBACK RATE PYM - ME
CALCULATION OF PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PROPERTY TAXES
if the 2025 Proposed Millage Rate for this Taxing Jurisdiction exceeds Rollback Millage Rate Rollback Millage Rate 6.001
computed above, this section will automatically calculate the amount of increase in property 2025 Millage Rate 6,001
e ——
taxes that is part of the notice required In 0.C.G.A, § 48-5-32.1(c} (2) Percenu‘e Tax Increase 0.00%
e e

CERTIFICATIONS

1 hereby certify that the amount indicated above is an accurate accounting of the total net assessed value added by the reassessment of existing real
property for the tax year for which this rollback millage rate is being computed.

Chairman, Board of Tax Assessors Date

I hereby certify that the values shown above are an accurate representation of the digest values and exemption amounts for the applicable tax years.

Tax Collector or Tax Commissioner Date

| hereby certify that the abowve is a true and correct computation of the rollback millage rate in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32.1 for the taxing
junisdiction for tax year 2025 and that the final millage rate set by the authority of this taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2025 Is

CHECK THE APPROPRIATE PARAGRAPH BELOW THAT APPLIES TO THIS TAXING JURISDICTION

if the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2025 exceeds the rollback rate, | certify that the required
advertisements, notices, and public hearings have been conducted in accordance with 0.C.G.A. §§ 48-5-32 and 48-5-32.1 as evidenced by

the attached copies of the published "five year history and current digest” advertisement and the *Notice of Intent to Increase Taxes" showing
the times and places when and where the required public hearings were held, and a copy of the press release provided to the local media.

If the final millage rate set by the authority of the taxing jurisdiction for tax year 2025 does not exceed the rollback rate, | certify that
the required "five year history and current digest” advertisement has been published in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-5-32 as evidenced
by the attached copy of such advertised report.

Responsible Party Title Date
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NOTICE

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners does hereby announce that the millage rate will be set at a
meeting to be held at the Putnam County Administration Building, 117 Putnam Drive, Eatonton, GA on
September 26, 2025 at 10:00 AM* and pursuant to the requirements of 0.C.G.A 48-5-32 does hereby publish
the following presentation of the current year's digest and levy, along with the history of the tax digest and
levy for the past five years.

CURRENT 2025 PROPERTY TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY

County Wide 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Real & Personal 1,565,119,837 1,684,086,673 2,118,094,369 2,650,730,884 2,907,566,682 3,195,681,011

c Motor Vehicles 16,408,500 12,162,530 11,332,490 11,561,230 11,647,520 11,719,270
o V' |Mobile Homes 5,807,932 6,094,521 7,921,026 13,949,878 15,390,661 16,716,596
u A Ttimber - 100% 4,038,573 3,211,267 4,254,512 3,124,287 3,030,356 4,884,088
: lLJ Heavy Duty Equipment 488,484 400,564 397,715 680,512 644,221 340,360
y E |Gross Digest 1,591,863,326 1,705,955,555 2,142,000,112 2,680,046,791 2,938,279,440 3,229,341,325
w Less Exemptions 206,853,656 227,324,103 368,890,854 538,486,047 600,835,632 669,377,979
:’ NET DIGEST VALUE 1,385,009,670 1,478,631,452 1,773,109,258 2,141,560,744 2,337,443,808 2,559,963,346
B . [SrosMaisrance & 9.642 9.536 8.574 8.113 7.747 7.651

n et
A il (Local Option Sales Tax) 1.564 1.816 1.795 1.713 1.646 1.650
. E NET M&O MILLAGE RATE 8.078 7.720 6.779 6.400 6.101 6.001
: TOTAL M&O TAXES LEVIED $11,188,108 $11,415,035 $12,019,908 $13,705,989 $14,260,745 $15,362,340
Net Tax S Increase $261,151 $226,927 $604,873 $1,686,081 $554,756 $1,101,595
L Net Tax % Increase 2.39% 2.03% 5.30% 14.03% 4.05% 7.72%
*Start time may be delayed if another public hearing is scheduled prior to this meeting




File Attachments for ltem:

5. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution setting 2025 Mill Rate for Special Service District (staff-
CM & Finance)
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2025 TAX LEVY PUTNAM COUNTY, GEORGIA
SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Commissioners sitting for county
purposes has this day met to fix the tax rates for the maintenance and operation of Putnam County
and

WHEREAS, the tax digest of said County shows taxable property for the year 2025
in the total amount of $2,368.658,726.

THEREFORE, after careful consideration and estimate it is ordered and adjudged
as follows.

THAT .600 mills on each thousand dollars worth of property in the special service
district (unincorporated area) be and the same is hereby assessed and levied on the total amount of
property producing a net tax levy of ,600 mills returned for taxation by the payers of Putnam
County for the year 2025. Said .600 mills to produce a total revenue of $1,421,195.

The Tax Commissioner of Putnam County, Georgia, is hereby ordered to levy and
collect the above tax rates on the taxable property designated for the year 2025 and for the purpose
heretofore set forth with due date of no later than December 20, 2025.

Approved and adopted this 26" day of September 2025.

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Bill Sharp, Chairman

ATTEST:

Lynn Butterworth
County Clerk
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