
 

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to continue the meeting to another time and place in the event the number of people in attendance at the 
meeting, including the Board of Commissioners, staff, and members of the public exceeds the legal limits.  The meeting cannot be closed to the public 

except by a majority vote of a quorum present for the meeting.  The board can vote to go into an executive session on a legally exempt matter during a 

public meeting even if not advertised or listed on the agenda.  Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them 
to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the 

ADA Compliance Officer, at least three business days in advance of the meeting at 706-485-2776 to allow the County to make reasonable 

accommodations for those persons. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Agenda 

Tuesday, October 21, 2025 ◊ 6:00 PM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Invocation - County Attorney Adam Nelson 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (SH) 

5. Special Presentation - Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 Proclamation 

 

Zoning Public Hearing 
6. Request by Tyler & Allie Mathis to rezone 1.0 acres at 166 Dennis Station Road from AG to R-

1. [Map 060, Part of Parcel 026004 001, District 4] APPLICANT IS REQUESTING TO 

WITHDRAW WITHOUT PREJUDICE (staff-P&D) 

 

Ordinance Public Hearing 
7. Proposed adoption of changes to the Putnam County Code of Ordinances - Chapter 1 (General 

Provisions) (staff-CA) 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
8. Public Comments 

9. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - October 3, 2025 Regular Business Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Authorization for Chairman to sign ACCG Safety Discount Verification Form (staff-HR) 

10. Discussion of how the Rollback Rate for FY26 went from 5.692 mills to 6.001 mills (SH) 

 

Reports/Announcements 
11. County Manager Report 

12. County Attorney Report 

13. Commissioner Announcements 

 

Closing 
14. Adjournment 

1



File Attachments for Item:

1. Welcome - Call to Order
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

Office of the County Clerk 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

706-485-5826 (main office) ◊ 706-485-1877 (direct line) ◊ 706-923-2345 (fax) 

lbutterworth@putnamcountyga.us ◊ www.putnamcountyga.us 

 

 

 

 

 

BOC Meeting Date: 10-21-2025 

 

Change #: 1 

 

Date of Change: 10-17-2025 

 

Change: 

 

Agenda item #10 “Discussion of how the Rollback Rate 

for FY26 went from 5.692 mills to 6.001 mills (SH)” was 

added along with supporting documentation. 
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File Attachments for Item:

5. Special Presentation - Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 Proclamation
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Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 Proclamation 

 

WHEREAS, the residents of Putnam County Georgia have great respect, admiration, and the utmost gratitude for all the men and 

women who have selflessly served our country and this community in the Armed Forces; and 

 

WHEREAS, the contributions and sacrifices of those who served in the Armed Forces have been vital in maintaining the freedoms 

and way of life enjoyed by our citizens and Putnam County seeks to honor individuals who have made countless sacrifices for 

freedom by placing themselves in harm’s way for the good of all; and 

 

WHEREAS, veterans continue to serve our community in the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, religious groups, civil 

service, and by functioning as County Veterans Service Officers in 29 states to help fellow former service members access more 

than $52 billion in federal health, disability and compensation benefits each year; and 

 

WHEREAS, approximately 200,000 service members transition to civilian communities annually; and an estimated 20 percent 

increase of service members will transition to civilian life in the near future; and 

 

WHEREAS, studies indicate that 44-72 percent of service members experience high levels of stress during transition from military 

to civilian life and active military service members transitioning from military service are at a high risk of suicide during their first 

year after military service; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties encourages all counties, parishes and boroughs to recognize Operation Green 

Light for Veterans; and 

 

WHEREAS, Putnam County appreciates the sacrifices of our United States military personnel and believes specific recognition 

should be granted; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with designation as a Green Light for Veterans County, Putnam County hereby declares 

November 4-11, 2025, as a time to salute and honor the service and sacrifices of those transitioning from active service; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in observance of Operation Green Light, Putnam County, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 

American Legion will honor its veterans at the Veterans Wall of Honor; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Putnam County encourages its citizens in patriotic tradition to recognize the importance of 

honoring all those who made immeasurable sacrifices to preserve freedom by displaying green lights in a window of their place of 

business or residence from November 4-11, 2025. 

Proclaimed this 21
st
 day of October 2025 

 

 

Chairman B.W. “Bill” Sharp 

 

 

Commissioner Tom McElhenney 

 

 

Commissioner Richard Garrett 

 

 

Commissioner Stephen Hersey 

 

 

Commissioner Jeffrey G. Wooten 
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File Attachments for Item:

6. Request by Tyler & Allie Mathis to rezone 1.0 acres at 166 Dennis Station Road from AG to R-1. [Map 

060, Part of Parcel 026004 001, District 4] APPLICANT IS REQUESTING TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT 

PREJUDICE (staff-P&D)
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                           PUTNAM COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
             117 Putnam Drive, Suite B ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

       Tel: 706-485-2776 ◊ 706-485-0552 fax ◊ www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

 

Request by Tyler & Allie Mathis to 

rezone 1.0 acres at 166 Dennis Station 

Road from AG to R-1 [Map 060, Part of 

Parcel 026004 001, District 4].* THE 

APPLICANT IS REQUESTING TO 

WITHDRAW WITHOUT 

PREJUDICE. 
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,     PUTNAM COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
117 Putnam Drive, Suite B ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

     Tel: 706-485-2776 ◊ 706-485-0552 fax ◊ www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

October 2, 2025 

BOC Staff Recommendations 

 

      TO:        Board of Commissioners 

 

      FROM: Lisa Jackson 

 

      RE:        Staff Recommendation for Public Hearing Agenda on 10/2/2025 

 

10. Request by Tyler & Allie Mathis to rezone 1.0 acres at 166 Dennis Station  Road from AG to R-1. [Map 060, Part of Parcel 026004 

001, District 4].* THE APPLICANT IS REQUESTING TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT PREJUDICE. 
 

Staff recommendation is for approval to withdraw without prejudice at 166 Dennis Station Road [Map 060, Part of Parcel 026004 001, 

District 4]. 

 

The Planning & Zoning Commission’s recommendation is for approval to withdraw without prejudice at 166 Dennis Station Road. [Map 060, 

Parcel 026004001, District 4].* 
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File Attachments for Item:

7. Proposed adoption of changes to the Putnam County Code of Ordinances - Chapter 1 (General 

Provisions) (staff-CA)
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PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE PUTNAM COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 

 
    10/21/2025 

(Supp. No. 47) 

 
Page 1 of 2 

EXPLANATION OF DOCUMENTS: 

 

Red language equals added text. 

Struck through language equals deleted text. 

 

Sec. 1-2. Definitions and rules of construction. 

In the construction of this Code and of all ordinances and resolutions, the following definitions and rules of 
construction shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the 
board of commissioners:  

Board of commissioners. The term "board of commissioners" means the board of commissioners of Putnam 
County, Georgia.  

Business day. The term “business day” means Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except 
Holidays. 

Code. The term "code" means the Putnam County Code of Ordinances, as designated in section 1-1.  

Commissioners. The term "commissioners" means the board of commissioners of Putnam County.  

Computation of time. Except as otherwise provided by time period computations specifically applying to 
other laws, when a period of time measured in days, weeks, months, years or other measurements of time except 
hours prescribed for the exercise of any privilege or the discharge of any duty, the first day shall not be counted, 
but the last day shall be counted; and, if the last day falls on Saturday or Sunday, the party having such privilege or 
duty shall have through the following Monday to exercise the privilege or to discharge the duty. When the last day 
prescribed for such action falls on a public and legal holiday, as set forth in O.C.G.A. § 1-4-1, the party having the 
privilege or duty shall have through the next business day to exercise the privilege or to discharge the duty. When 
the period of time prescribed is less than seven days, intermediate Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays shall be 
excluded in the computation.  

County. The term "county" means Putnam County, Georgia.  

Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to females and to firms, 
partnerships and corporations as well as to males.  

Governing body. The term "governing body" means the board of commissioners of Putnam County, Georgia.  

Joint authority. All words giving a joint authority to three or more persons or officers shall be construed as 
giving such authority to a majority of such persons or officers.  

Keeper, proprietor. The term "keeper" or "proprietor" means and includes persons, firms, associations, 
corporations, clubs and copartnerships, whether acting by themselves or as a servant, agent or employee.  

Land, real estate. The term "land" or "real estate" includes rights and easements of incorporeal nature.  

Month. The term "month" means a calendar month.  

Number. A word importing the singular number only may extend and be applied to several persons and 
things as well as to one person and thing.  

Oath. The term "oath" includes an affirmation in all cases in which by law an affirmation may be substituted 
for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and 
"affirmed."  

O.C.G.A. The initials "O.C.G.A." means the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, as amended.  

23



PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE PUTNAM COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 

 

 
    10/21/2025 

(Supp. No. 47) 

 
Page 2 of 2 

Officials and officers, etc. Whenever reference is made to officials, boards, commissions, departments, etc., 
by title only, i.e., "chairman of the board of commissioners," etc., they shall be deemed to refer to the officials, 
boards, commissions and departments of Putnam County, Georgia, and their authorized agents, assistants and 
representatives.  

Or, and. The term "or" may be read "and," and the term "and" may be read "or," if the sense requires it.  

Owner. The term "owner," applied to a building or land, includes any part owner, joint owner, tenant in 
common, tenant in partnership or joint tenant of the whole or of a part of such building or land.  

Person. The term "person" extends and is applied to associations, societies, clubs, firms, partnerships and 
bodies politic and corporate as well as to individuals.  

Personal property. The term "personal property" includes every species of property except real property.  

Preceding, following. The terms "preceding" and "following" mean next before and next after, respectively.  

Property. The term "property" includes real and personal property.  

Public place. The term "public place" includes any place where the public is invited to go or congregate.  

Real property. The term "real property" includes lands, tenements and hereditaments.  

Schedule of fees and charges. The term "schedule of fees and charges" means the official consolidated list 
compiled and published by the county which contains rates for utility and other public enterprises, fees, deposit 
amounts and various charges, as determined from time to time by the board of commissioners, an official copy of 
which is maintained in the office of the clerk of the board of commissioners where it is available for reference and 
review during normal business hours.  

Shall, may. The term "shall" is mandatory; the term "may" is permissive.  

Sidewalk. The term "sidewalk" means any portion of a street between the curbline and the adjacent property 
line, intended for the use of pedestrians, excluding parkways.  

Signature, subscription. The term "signature" or "subscription" includes a mark when the person cannot 
write.  

State. The term "state" means the State of Georgia.  

Street. The term "street" means and includes streets, avenues, boulevards, roads and all other public 
highways in the county.  

Tenant, occupant. The term "tenant" or "occupant" applied to a building or land, includes any person holding 
a written or oral lease of, or who occupies, the whole or a part of such building or land, either alone or with others.  

Tense. Words used in the past or present tense include the future as well as the past and present.  

Written, in writing. The terms "written" or "in writing" include any representation of words, letters or figures, 
whether by printing or otherwise.  

Year. The term "year" means a calendar year.  

State law reference(s)—Statutory definitions and rules of construction, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-1 et seq.; computation of 
time, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-1; construction of definitions, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-2; meaning of certain words, O.C.G.A. § 1-3-
3; time, O.C.G.A. § 9-11-6.  
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File Attachments for Item:

9. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes - October 3, 2025 Regular Business Meeting (staff-CC)

b. Authorization for Chairman to sign ACCG Safety Discount Verification Form (staff-HR)
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Draft Minutes Page 1 of 3  

October 3, 2025   

 

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Minutes 

Friday, October 3, 2025 ◊ 10:00 AM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners met on Friday, October 3, 2025 at approximately 

10:00 AM in the Putnam County Administration Building, 117 Putnam Drive, Room 203, 

Eatonton, Georgia. 

 

PRESENT  

Chairman Bill Sharp 

Commissioner Richard Garrett 

Commissioner Jeff Wooten 

 

ABSENT 

Commissioner Tom McElhenney 

Commissioner Steve Hersey 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

County Attorney Adam Nelson 

County Manager Paul Van Haute 

County Clerk Lynn Butterworth 

Deputy County Clerk Mercy Fluker 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 a.m. 

(Copy of agenda made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve the agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

 

3. Invocation 

Pastor Jonathon Dawson, Lakepoint Community Church, gave the invocation. 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (JW) 

Commissioner Wooten led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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Draft Minutes Page 2 of 3  

October 3, 2025   

 

Regular Business Meeting 
5. Public Comments 

No one signed in to speak. 

 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - September 16, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of Minutes - September 26, 2025 Called Meeting (staff-CC) 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

 

7. Report from Putnam Development Authority 

Matt Poyner presented the quarterly report for the Putnam Development Authority. 

(Copy of presentation made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

8. Declaration of Road Abandonment of Joe Wooten Road and Authorization for Chairman to 

sign documents (staff-CC) 

Motion to declare Joe Wooten Road abandoned and authorize the Chairman to sign 

documents. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of documents made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

9. Declaration of Road Abandonment of Wooten Road and Authorization for Chairman to sign 

documents (staff-CC) 

Motion to declare Wooten Road abandoned and authorize the Chairman to sign 

documents. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of documents made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

10. Discussion and possible action regarding a City of Eatonton gas line installation in the back 

of the Public Works property (staff-CM) 

County Manager Paul Van Haute discussed the advantages to running the proposed gas line and 

explained the route shown on the map. 

Motion to allow the City of Eatonton to run a gas line behind Public Works as shown in 

map. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of map made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 
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Draft Minutes Page 3 of 3  

October 3, 2025   

 

Reports/Announcements 
11. County Manager Report 

County Manager Paul Van Haute reported that at the request of Commissioner McElhenney, we 

will be offering a training class from the Carl Vinson Institute of Government regarding 

development and applicable zoning items on Tuesday, November 12th, for the Commissioners 

and Planning & Development staff. 

 

12. County Attorney Report 

No report. 

 

13. Commissioner Announcements 

Commissioner Garrett: reminded everyone that the last day to register to vote for the upcoming 

county and city elections is Monday, October 6th; upcoming community events include 

Shakespeare on the Lawn at the Plaza today through Sunday beginning at 5:00 p.m.; October 25th 

is the Butler Baker Alumni Project Community Day, admission is free and this is part of the 

support effort to revive the old school and see the progress being made. 

Commissioner Wooten: received a call recently regarding striping on the roads and asked Paul to 

explain how it works; County Manager Paul Van Haute explained that Atlas will do a punch list 

for the final striping and that there was an issue with Peak returning for striping. 

Chairman Sharp: encouraged attendance at the events held at the Plaza. 

Closing 
14. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 10:28 a.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Lynn Butterworth      B. W. “Bill” Sharp 

County Clerk       Chairman 
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SAFETY  DISCOUNT  VERIFICATION  FORM 
Complete & Return between August 1, 2025  and  September 15, 2025 to Receive a Discount. 

 The appointed ACCG–IRMA Safety Coordinator is ____________________________
(Safety Coordinator is responsible for the Safety Program) 

Position_____________________________Email:________________________________ 

 The appointed ACCG–GSIWCF Safety Coordinator is __________________________
(Safety Coordinator is responsible for the Safety Program) 

Position____________________________ Email:_________________________________ 

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS 
• SAFETY COORDINATORS

  COMPLETE SAFETY COORDINATOR MODULES I, II, AND/OR III ______________________________ 
(COURSE / DATE)

  COMPLETE SAFETY COORDINATOR MODULES I, II, AND/OR III _______________________________ 
(COURSE / DATE) 

• ANY EMPLOYEE

  ATTEND LGRMS TRAINING COURSE OR WEBINAR ______________________________________ 
(COURSE / DATE) 

DEPARTMENTAL SAFETY MEETINGS  OCT-DEC   JAN–MAR   APR–JUN   JUL-SEP

SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETINGS    OCT-DEC   JAN–MAR   APR–JUN   JUL-SEP

SAFETY ACTION PLAN  [DUE APRIL 1ST to LGRMS]   __________________ __________ 
(DATE SUBMITTED)

The members of the Board of Commissioners of  _____________ _____ County 
(Name of County) 

hereby verify that they fully comply with the requirements of the Safety Discount Program. 

ACCG-IRMA  YES   NO    N/A ACCG-GSIWCF  YES   NO      N/A

 ___________________________________
_ 

____________________________________ 
County Chairman Signature Date 

Email  accginsurance@accg.org 

ACCG-IRMA & 
ACCG-GSIWCF 

Cynthia Miller

cmiller@putnamcountyga.us

August 20, 2025

October 4-5, 2016

Advanced Workers' Compensation 7-15-25

■ ■ ■

■ ■ ■ ■

April 4, 2025

■ ■

■

Putnam

Human Resources Director

■

■

■
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File Attachments for Item:

10. Discussion of how the Rollback Rate for FY26 went from 5.692 mills to 6.001 mills (SH)
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