
 

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to continue the meeting to another time and place in the event the number of people in attendance at the 
meeting, including the Board of Commissioners, staff, and members of the public exceeds the legal limits.  The meeting cannot be closed to the public 

except by a majority vote of a quorum present for the meeting.  The board can vote to go into an executive session on a legally exempt matter during a 

public meeting even if not advertised or listed on the agenda.  Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them 
to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the 

ADA Compliance Officer, at least three business days in advance of the meeting at 706-485-2776 to allow the County to make reasonable 

accommodations for those persons. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Agenda 

Tuesday, April 15, 2025 ◊ 6:00 PM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Invocation - Matt Brown, LifePoint Worship Center 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (SH) 

 

Zoning Public Hearing 
5. Request by Larry Harris, agent for Rise and Shine Development Group, LLC, to rezone 3 acres 

at 628 Dennis Station Road from AG to R-2. [Map 082, Parcel 013, District 4] (staff-P&D) 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
6. Public Comments 

7. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - April 4, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of Minutes - April 11, 2025 Work Session (staff-CC) 

8. Submission of Names for Appointment to the Hospital Authority-Post 7 (staff-CC) 

9. Approval for Putnam County Fire Rescue to Purchase a Pierce Custom PUC Pumper (staff-Fire) 

 

Reports/Announcements 
10. County Manager Report 

11. County Attorney Report 

12. Commissioner Announcements 

 

Closing 
13. Adjournment 

1



File Attachments for Item:

5. Request by Larry Harris, agent for Rise and Shine Development Group, LLC, to rezone 3 acres at 628 

Dennis Station Road from AG to R-2. [Map 082, Parcel 013, District 4] (staff-P&D)
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     PUTNAM COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
117 Putnam Drive, Suite B ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

     Tel: 706-485-2776 ◊ 706-485-0552 fax ◊ www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

April 3, 2025 

BOC Staff Recommendations 

 

      TO:        Board of Commissioners 

 

      FROM:  Lisa Jackson Recommendations 

 

      RE:        Staff Recommendations for Public Hearing Agenda on 4/3/2025 

 

REQUEST 

5. Request by Larry Harris, agent for Rise and Shine Development Group LLC to rezone 3 acres at 628 Dennis Station Road from AG to 

R-2. [Map 082, Parcel 013, District 4]. * Mr. Harris is requesting to rezone this 3-acre tract from AG to R-2 on behalf of Rise and Shine 

Development Group LLC. If approved, the intended land use for this property is to subdivide the parcel into three lots. Currently the property 

has two existing homes on the parcel. According to the letter of intent, two of the proposed parcels will have each of the existing homes on 

the property and a new house will be built on the proposed third parcel and will allow the parcels to be sold individually. In the future, he 

intends on developing the adjacent 97 acres to support quality development within Putnam County. 

 

 The subject property is located along Dennis Station Road and is surrounded by multiple AG zoned parcels. As mentioned above, the 

applicant is interested in rezoning this 3-acre tract from AG to R-2. Currently, this property is a legal nonconforming parcel because the 

minimum lot size in the AG zoning district is 5 acres as stated in Section 66-73.(a) of the Putnam County Code of Ordinances. 

Furthermore, this rezoning is required in order to establish lots smaller than the 5-acre requirement of the AG zoning district. Additionally, 

the proposed use is consistent with the allowed uses in R-2 as stated in Section 66-84. – Uses allowed., of the Putnam County Code of 

Ordinances. The Future Land Use Comprehensive Plan projects the future use of this property as mixed use. There are multiple R-2 zoned 

parcels located at the intersection of Twin Bridges and Dennis Station Road, located less than a mile from the subject property. Also, there 

is an AG parcel less than 400 feet from the subject property that is being used as residential. Moreover, rezoning to residential will not affect 

the existing use, value, or usability of nearby or adjacent properties. Therefore, staff recommends approval with the following condition: 1. 

This rezoning approval shall be conditioned upon the resurveying and recordation in the Superior Court of Putnam County of an 

accurate plat within 60 days of approval by the board of commissioners.  A copy of the recorded plat shall be filed with the planning 

and development department director.  Failure to file a plat pursuant to this subsection shall have the effect of invalidating the 

rezoning action as stated in Section 66-165(e)(3) of the Putnam County Code of Ordinances. 

 

Staff recommendation is for approval to rezone 3 acres at 628 Dennis Station Road from AG to R-2. [Map 082, Parcel 013, District 4]. 

* with the following condition: 

1. This rezoning approval shall be conditioned upon the resurveying and recordation in the Superior Court of Putnam County of 

an accurate plat within 60 days of approval by the board of commissioners. A copy of the recorded plat shall be filed with the 
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planning and development department director. Failure to file a plat pursuant to this subsection shall have the effect of 

invalidating the rezoning action as stated in Section 66-165(e)(3) of the Putnam County Code of Ordinances  

 

The Planning & Zoning Commission’s recommendation is for approval to rezone 3 acres at 628 Dennis Station Road from AG to R-

2. [Map 082, Parcel 013, District 4]. * with the following condition: 

1. This rezoning approval shall be conditioned upon the resurveying and recordation in the Superior Court of Putnam County 

of an accurate plat within 60 days of approval by the board of commissioners. A copy of the recorded plat shall be filed with 

the planning and development department director. Failure to file a plat pursuant to this subsection shall have the effect of 

invalidating the rezoning action as stated in Section 66-165(e)(3) of the Putnam County Code of Ordinances  
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File Attachments for Item:

7. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes - April 4, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC)

b. Approval of Minutes - April 11, 2025 Work Session (staff-CC)

18



Draft Minutes Page 1 of 5  

April 4, 2025   

 

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Minutes 

Friday, April 4, 2025 ◊ 10:00 AM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners met on Friday, April 4, 2025 at approximately 

10:00 AM in the Putnam County Administration Building, 117 Putnam Drive, Room 203, 

Eatonton, Georgia. 

 

PRESENT  

Chairman Bill Sharp 

Commissioner Tom McElhenney 

Commissioner Richard Garrett 

Commissioner Steve Hersey 

Commissioner Jeff Wooten 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

County Attorney Adam Nelson 

County Manager Paul Van Haute 

County Clerk Lynn Butterworth 

Deputy County Clerk Mercy Fluker 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at approximately 10:02 a.m. 

(Copy of agenda made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve the agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

3. Invocation 

Pastor Jonathon Dawson from Lakepoint Community Church gave the invocation. 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (SH) 

Commissioner Hersey led the pledge of allegiance. 
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Draft Minutes Page 2 of 5  

April 4, 2025   

 

Regular Business Meeting 
5. Public Comments 

Mr. William Vargo signed in to speak but passed. 

 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - March 17, 2025 Joint Called Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of Minutes - March 18, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

Motion to approve the consent agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

7. Report from Putnam Development Authority 

Economic Development Director Matt Poyner presented the quarterly report for the Putnam 

Development Authority. 

(Copy of presentation made a part of the minutes on minute book pages _________ to 

__________.) 

 

8. Short Term Rental Update (BS) 

a. Licensing 

b. Code Enforcement 

STR Coordinator Monica Evans, Code Enforcement Officer Cedrick Moreland, Planning & 

Development Director Lisa Jackson, and Sheriff Howard Sills presented information and 

answered questions about Short Term Rental Licensing and Code Enforcement. 

(Copy of presentation made a part of the minutes on minute book pages _________ to 

__________.) 

 

9. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution Naming County Roads in Proposed Habitat 

for Humanity Community (staff-CM) 

Ms. Kristine Tarrer, a lawyer on behalf of Habitat for Humanity, commented that she is here for 

questions and gave information regarding the roads being renamed. 

Mr. Billy Webster commented on the condition of roads not being up to standards and requested 

the renaming be delayed until the roads are improved. 

County Manager Van Haute provided background information and advised the roads were 

accepted by Putnam County back in the early 1990’s. 

Motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the Resolution Naming County Roads in 

Proposed Habitat for Humanity Community. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of resolution made a part of the minutes on minute book pages _________ to 

__________.) 
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Draft Minutes Page 3 of 5  

April 4, 2025   

 

10. Authorization for staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam 

County Code of Ordinances - Chapter 2 (Administration) (staff-CA) 

County Attorney Adam Nelson briefly explained the creation of the new code and changes to the 

ordinance that need a public hearing to discuss recreation and resources. 

Motion to authorize staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam 

County Code of Ordinances – Chapter 2 (Administration). 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of proposed changes made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

11. Authorization for staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam 

County Code of Ordinances - Chapter 18 (Buildings and Building Regulations) (SH) 

Commissioner Hersey explained this is about nuisance structures, not based on appearances but 

on health, safety, and law enforcement issues in the county, and reviewed how the process would 

work (steps 1-8). This code is based off the state code. 

County Attorney Adam Nelson explained this would be new to our code and that it is a state 

code mandated process but is not required. 

Motion to authorize staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam 

County Code of Ordinances – Chapter 18 (Buildings and Building Regulations). 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of proposed changes made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

12. Discussion and possible action on Harmony Road widening project (SH) 

Commissioner Hersey explained this would allow the county to come up with a design and 

obtain the potential costs for adding a third lane to Harmony Road and pointed out that there are 

several questions that need to be answered by the engineers to determine if this can be done. 

Commissioner McElhenney commented that this is something worth looking into to see if it is 

viable and worth spending money on. 

Motion to authorize staff to obtain an engineering study and probable cost estimate for 

adding a 3rd lane to Harmony Road between Hwy 44 and Scott Road. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 
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Draft Minutes Page 4 of 5  

April 4, 2025   

 

13. Authorization for the Chairman to sign a Resolution enacting a moratorium on development 

in District Three and to schedule a Work Session on development in Putnam County (SH) 

Mr. Charles Gray commented on the consequences and financial impact to contractors and 

developers, as well as how pending applications will be handled and how this could impact 

district three and the entire county. 

Mr. Josh Sprayberry requested the board not to approve this and commented on his current 

project and other projects bringing jobs to the area and the message this sends. 

Ms. Tracy Southerland, representing Brandon Burgess, read a letter from Mr. Burgess. 

Mr. Todd Ciavola commented on smart growth and smart development, the lack of notice for 

people to make public comments, modifying the moratorium, damages to landowners and land 

values, the process for comprehensive land use plans, and participating in a study committee. 

Mr. Derrick Daniel requested clarification regarding the permits being included in this and 

commented on long-term residents losing their investments. 

County Attorney Adam Nelson reviewed a letter received this morning from Jeff Haymore, that 

it is a threat of litigation against any action taken today that can be discussed in executive session 

if desired. 

Commissioner Hersey explained that the resolution has been revised to only have a moratorium 

on rezoning applications and major subdivisions and commented that he would like to see 

Planning & Development use conditional uses instead of rezoning. Conditional use ties the 

property owner to a particular plan; if the plan changes then the conditional use goes away. 

Motion to authorize the Chairman to sign a Resolution enacting a 90-day Moratorium on 

major subdivisions and rezoning in District Three (beginning April 5, 2025 at 11:00 a.m.). 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner Hersey 

Voting Nay: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

Motion fails. 
 

Motion to authorize the Chairman to schedule a Work Session to discuss development 

processes in Putnam County.  

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten, 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

Reports/Announcements 
14. County Manager Report 

No report. 

 

15. County Attorney Report 

No report.  

 

16. Commissioner Announcements 

Commissioner McElhenney: none 

 

Commissioner Garrett: commended Butler Baker Alumni group on a successful luncheon and 

announced that they are 100% owners now. 
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Draft Minutes Page 5 of 5  

April 4, 2025   

 

Commissioner Hersey: none 

 

Commissioner Wooten: none 

 

Chairman Sharp: announced a Work Session on SPLOST 10 Projects is scheduled on Friday, 

April 11th at 10:00 a.m. in Room 203. 

 

Closing 
17. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 12:03 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Lynn Butterworth      B. W. “Bill” Sharp 

County Clerk       Chairman 
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Minutes of the April 11, 2025 

Work Session will be added 

as soon as possible. 
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File Attachments for Item:

8. Submission of Names for Appointment to the Hospital Authority-Post 7 (staff-CC)
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Applicants for Hospital Authority of Putnam County                                                                 4/10/2025

NAME ADDRESS POST OCCUPATION EDUCATION GOV'T EXPERIENCE
APPLICATION 

DATE

Phillip Ethridge 107 North Hidden Lake Drive 7

Emergency 

Services

Highschool diploma and 

4 year degree from 

University of Georgia

15 year retired Fireman of 

Putnam County and currently 

work for Putnam County EMS-

21 years total 6/6/2024

Rachel Deraney 

Harvey 120 Chandler Drive 7 Self-employed

Bachelor of Science in 

Mechanical Engineering 

from Georgia Institute of 

Technology

Currently serving on the 

boards of Eatonton Main 

Street and Putnam General 

Hospital Foundation 1/15/2025

Robert D. Betzel 408 N. Madison Ave 7 Dentist

B.A. Vanderbilt Univ. 

D.D.S. - Emory Univ. 

School of Dentistry

PGH Authority, Health Dept. 

Board
1/20/2025

There are 2 vacancies left - working on Post 7 now

Robert D. Betzel, D.D.S. Term Expired 2/28/2025

Need three names to submit to Hospital Authority

Page 1 of 1
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4 year terms                                                                        Last Updated 4/10/2025 
Recommended by BOC and appointed by Hospital Authority 

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 
MEMBER             TERM EXPIRES 
 
Lou Benjamin      Post 1       2/28/2026 
127 Blue Heron Drive 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
 
J T (Jerry) Gregory Jr. - Chairman   Post 2       2/28/2026 
858 Oak Street 
P. O. Box 3355 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
 
Jeff Hodge      Post 3      2/28/2028 
282 W. River Bend Drive 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
 
Tom Thompson     Post 4       2/28/2028 
103 Greensboro Road 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
 
Rebecca C. Rocker (resigned 03-03-25)      Post 5    2/28/2027 
301 Carriage Way 
Eatonton, GA 31024 
 
Georgia Benjamin-Smith    Post 6       2/28/2027 
403 Willie Bailey Street 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
  
Robert D. Betzel, D.D.S.    Post 7       2/28/2025 
408 N. Madison Avenue 
Eatonton, GA  31024 
 
 
Richard Garrett     BOC Liaison   12/31/2028 
Tom McElhenney     BOC Liaison   12/31/2028 
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File Attachments for Item:

9. Approval for Putnam County Fire Rescue to Purchase a Pierce Custom PUC Pumper (staff-Fire)
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