
 

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to continue the meeting to another time and place in the event the number of people in attendance at the 
meeting, including the Board of Commissioners, staff, and members of the public exceeds the legal limits.  The meeting cannot be closed to the public 

except by a majority vote of a quorum present for the meeting.  The board can vote to go into an executive session on a legally exempt matter during a 

public meeting even if not advertised or listed on the agenda.  Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them 
to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the 

ADA Compliance Officer, at least three business days in advance of the meeting at 706-485-2776 to allow the County to make reasonable 

accommodations for those persons. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
Agenda 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 ◊ 6:00 PM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Invocation - Pastor Fred Lowe, Zion Covenant Fellowship Church 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (staff) 
 

Regular Business Meeting 
5. Public Comments 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - December 16, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of 2026 Alcohol Licenses (staff-CC) 

7. Chairman's Appointment of the Vice Chairman of the Board of Commissioners (BS) 

8. Appointment to the Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority (staff-CC) 

9. Authorization for Chairman to sign Memorandum of Understanding Between Board of Regents of the 

University System of Georgia by and on behalf of The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension and 

Putnam County (staff-CM) 

10. Authorization for Chairman to sign a Resolution by the Governing Authority of Putnam County Setting 

Qualifying Fees for the 2026 Election and Authorizing Publication of the Same (staff-CC) 

11. Authorization for Chairman to sign an updated Resolution for the Purpose of Naming an Open Records 

Officer and an Alternate Open Records Officer (staff-CC) 

12. Authorization for staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam County Code of 

Ordinances - Chapter 46 (Roads, Bridges and Other Public Property) (TM/PCSO) 

13. Authorization for staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam County Code of 

Ordinances - Chapter 2 (Administration) (Postponed from the December 5, 2025 BOC meeting) (staff-

CA) 

14. Request to amend the approved minutes of the December 5, 2025 BOC Regular Meeting (RG) 

15. Discussion and possible action to rescind the motion of December 16, 2025 regarding adopting a C-

PACER program (SH) 
 

Reports/Announcements 
16. County Manager Report 

17. County Attorney Report 

18. Commissioner Announcements 
 

Executive Session 
19. Enter Executive Session as allowed by O.C.G.A, 50-14-4 for Personnel, Litigation, or Real Estate 

20. Reopen meeting following Executive Session 

21. Execute Affidavit concerning the subject matter of the closed portion of the meeting 

22. Action, if any, resulting from the Executive Session 
 

Closing 
23. Adjournment 
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File Attachments for Item:

6. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes - December 16, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC)

b. Approval of 2026 Alcohol Licenses (staff-CC)
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December 16, 2025   

 

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Minutes 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 ◊ 6:00 PM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 

approximately 6:00 PM in the Putnam County Administration Building, 117 Putnam Drive, 

Room 203, Eatonton, Georgia. 

 

PRESENT  

Chairman Bill Sharp 

Commissioner Tom McElhenney 

Commissioner Richard Garrett (via telephone) 

Commissioner Jeff Wooten 

 

ABSENT 

Commissioner Steve Hersey 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

County Attorney Adam Nelson 

County Manager Paul Van Haute 

County Clerk Lynn Butterworth 

Deputy County Clerk Mercy Fluker 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. 

(Copy of agenda made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Commissioner McElhenney requested to combine items 7, 8, and 9 on the Zoning Public 

Hearing. 

 

Motion to approve the agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

 

3. Invocation - Pastor Joe Ezzard, Smithboro Baptist Church 

Pastor Joe Ezzard from Smithboro Baptist Church gave the invocation. 
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Draft Minutes Page 2 of 6  

December 16, 2025   

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (BS) 

Chairman Sharp led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

5. Special Presentation - Proclamation-PCMS War Eagles Football Champions 

The commissioners presented a proclamation recognizing the Putnam County Middle School 

War Eagles Football Team. 

(Copy of proclamation made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

Zoning Public Hearing 
Chairman Sharp opened the Zoning Public Hearing at approximately 6:08 p.m. 

 

6. Request by Steven & Deborah DeRoche for a conditional use at 297 Anchor Point Drive. 

Presently zoned R-2. [Map 053, Parcel 033, District 4] (staff-P&D) 

Ms. Deb DeRoche spoke in support of this request. 

No one signed in to speak against. 

Planning and Development staff recommendation was for approval of a conditional use for a 

multi-use barn with storage at 297 Anchor Point Drive. Presently zoned R-2. [Map 053, Parcel 

033, District 4] with the following conditions: 

1. Map 053 Parcel 033 shall not be subdivided. 

2. Accessory structures allowed on the parcel shall be limited to one 40’ x 60’ multi-use barn 

with storage and shall be sited in accordance with applicable development regulations. 

 

Motion to approve a conditional use for a multi-use barn with storage at 297 Anchor Point 

Drive. Presently zoned R-2. [Map 053, Parcel 033, District 4] with the following conditions: 

1. Map 053 Parcel 033 shall not be subdivided. 

2. Accessory structures allowed on the parcel shall be limited to one 40’ x 60’ multi-use 

barn with storage and shall be sited in accordance with applicable development 

regulations. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

 

 

Items 7-9 were heard as one. 

 

 

7. Request by Ross Mundy, agent for Bradley Ashurst to rezone 30 acres on Harmony Road 

from AG to R-PUD. [Map 097, Parcel 033 001, District 1] (staff-P&D) 

8. Request by Ross Mundy, agent for Juaquin Cordona and Ewren Marshall to rezone 1.01 

acres at 826 Harmony Road from AG to R-PUD. [Map 097, Parcel 035, District 1] (staff-

P&D) 

9. Request by Ross Mundy, agent for Tempy and Davis Sharp to rezone 26.32 acres at 820 

Harmony Road from AG to R-PUD. [Map 097, Part of Parcel 033, District 1] (staff-P&D) 

 

Mr. Ross Mundy, agent for the landowners, spoke in support of these requests and displayed a 

slideshow during his comments. 

No one signed in to speak against. 
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Draft Minutes Page 3 of 6  

December 16, 2025   

 

Mr. Charles Gray, Planning and Zoning Commission Chair, explained the Planning and Zoning 

Commission recommendation for approval with conditions.  

 

Planning and Development staff recommendation was for denial to rezone items 7-9 on 

Harmony Road from AG to R-PUD [Map 097, Parcel 033 001, District 1], [Map 097, Parcel 035, 

District 1], [Map 097, Part of Parcel 033, District 1]. 

Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation was for approval to rezone items 7-9 on 

Harmony Road from AG to R-PUD [Map 097, Parcel 033 001, District 1], [Map 097, Parcel 035, 

District 1], [Map 097, Part of Parcel 033, District 1]. with the following conditions: 

1. Map 097, Parcel 035 must be combined with the adjacent parcels, identified as Map 097 

Parcel 033001, Map 097 Part of Parcel 033 and cannot be used or sold as a standalone parcel. 

2. The development shall substantially comply with the submitted conceptual plan, 

 

Motion to table items 7-9 until the February 17, 2026 meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of slideshow made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

10. Request by Ross Mundy, agent for Tempy and Davis Sharp to rezone 5.99 acres at 826 

Harmony Road from AG to C-1. [Map 097, Part of Parcel 033, District 1] (staff-P&D) 

Mr. Ross Mundy, agent for the landowners, spoke in support of this request. 

No one signed in to speak against. 

Planning and Development staff recommendation was for denial to rezone 5.99 acres at 826 

Harmony Road from AG to C-1. [Map 097, Part of Parcel 033, District 1]. 

Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation was for approval to rezone 5.99 acres at 826 

Harmony Road from AG to C-1. [Map 097, Part of Parcel 033, District 1]. 

 

Motion to table this request until the February 17, 2026 meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten. 

 

Chairman Sharp closed the Zoning Public Hearing at approximately 6:28 p.m. 

Regular Business Meeting 
11. Public Comments 

Ms. Jennifer Ray commented about the PDA and issues with their leadership. 

Ms. Erin Olson submitted a handout and commented about the PDA contract with Tytan Media. 

Mr. Charles Gray commented about data centers. 

Ms. Barb Vargo commented about an article in the Eatonton Messenger about the Chapter 2 

Ordinance changes and plans to celebrate the country’s 250th anniversary next year.  

Mr. Bill Vargo submitted a handout and commented about the PDA’s code of ethics. 

Mr. Billy Webster commented about last minute changes made to the meeting packet. 

Mr. George Kelecheck submitted a handout and commented about tourism in Georgia and 

Putnam County.  

(Copy of handouts made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 
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December 16, 2025   

 

12. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - December 5, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of 2026 Alcohol Licenses (staff-CC) 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of Alcohol Licenses made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

13. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution for Increasing Defined Contribution Limits 

(staff-CM) 

Ms. Barb Vargo commented about employee retention and the previously offered pension plan. 

 

County Manager Van Haute explained the resolution, which increases the match to 4% and 

aligns Putnam with what neighboring counties are offering.  

 

Motion to authorize Chairman to sign Resolution for Increasing Defined Contribution 

Limits. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of resolution made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

14. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolution for Accumulated Credit Burn (staff-CM) 

County Manager Van Haute explained the resolution, which will allow us to pay down liabilities 

accrued over last several years. 

 

Motion to authorize Chairman to sign Resolution for Accumulated Credit Burn. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of resolution made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

15. Approval of 2026 LMIG Project List (staff-CM) 

Mr. Billy Webster commented about Scuffleboro Road and other roads in District 4 that need 

repaving. 

 

County Manager Van Haute explained the LMIG project list. 

 

Motion to approve the 2026 LMIG Project List. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of list made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 
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16. Discussion and possible action regarding the C-PACE Resolution (staff-CM) 

Mr. Terry Lawler, Chairman of the Lake Oconee Area Development Authority and the 

Downtown Development Authority, commented about endorsing the C-PACER resolution. 

Mr. Billy Webster commented about postponing this item until all five commissioners are here 

and everyone has enough time to review it. 

Ms. Jennifer Ray commented about financial mishaps and risks. 

County Manager Van Haute explained the C-PACER program, which is a private market funding 

mechanism for developers. 

County Attorney Nelson explained that this resolution is step one, making it an option in Putnam 

County; further review of specific projects will be required later.  

 

Motion to authorize Chairman to sign the C-PACER Resolution. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Wooten 

Voting Nay: Commissioner Garrett 

(Copy of resolution made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

17. Discussion and possible action regarding the Chamber of Commerce contract for 2026 (staff-

CM) 

County Manager Van Haute explained the contract. 

 

Motion to approve the Chamber of Commerce contract for 2026. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

 

Motion to table until January 20, 2026 meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett. 

Motion fails due to lack of second. 

 

Motion to amend the contract from 58% to 55%. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Wooten 

Voting Nay: Commissioner Garrett 

 

Vote on amended motion:  

Voting Yea: Chairman Sharp, Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Wooten 

Voting Nay: Commissioner Garrett 

(Copy of contract made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

Reports/Announcements 
18. County Manager Report 

County Manager Van Haute reported that the guardrail on Parks Mill Drive is under way and 

commented about the public comments at the December 5, 2025 meeting. 

 

19. County Attorney Report 

No report. 
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December 16, 2025   

 

20. Commissioner Announcements 

Commissioner McElhenney: wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. 

Commissioner Garrett: highlighted Butler Baker Alumni’s Christmas Bazaar taking place on 

December 20th from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and donations are appreciated; expressed his 

appreciation for being able to dial into tonight’s meeting, and wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas. 

Commissioner Wooten: wished everyone a good Christmas and New Year’s. 

Chair: thanked the Commissioners for their hard work and effort; wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and reminded all that Jesus is the reason for the season. 

Closing 
21. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Wooten 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:53 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Mercy Fluker        B. W. “Bill” Sharp 

Deputy County Clerk       Chairman 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

Office of the County Clerk 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

706-485-5826 (main office) ◊ 706-485-1877 (direct line) ◊ 706-923-2345 (fax) 

lbutterworth@putnamcountyga.us ◊ www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

Approval of 2026 Alcohol Licenses 
 

The following alcohol license applications (which are available for review in the 

County Clerk’s office) have been approved by the Sheriff, Fire Marshal and/or 
Building Inspector, and Tax Commissioner and are ready for BOC approval: 
 

Individual Name Business Name Address License Type 

Gary Sofen 
Italian Chophouse 
on Lake Oconee 
Inc. 

920 Greensboro  
Road Eatonton, 
GA 31024 

NEW - Pouring 

Tommie Vereen Sav-a-lot 958 Inc. 

958 Greensboro 

Road Eatonton, 
GA 31024 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine 

Mark Little 
MBKC Enterprises 
dba Twin Bridges 
Landing 

611 Twin Bridges 
Road Eatonton, 
GA 31024 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine 

Mohammad 
Nazrul Islam 

Sean Eatonton 
Management LLC 
dba Kwik Stop 

947 Gray Road 
SW Eatonton, GA 
31024 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine 

Natalie Jones 
Convenience Stores 
Inc. dba Oconee 

Outdoors 

891 Greensboro 
Hwy Eatonton, GA 

31024 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine 

Prakash Patel 
Jay Pranam LLC dba 
Discount Liquor 
Store 

160 Pea Ridge 
Road Eatonton, 
GA 31024 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine/Liquor 

Timothy C. Hong 

Daniel Clubhouse 
Management, LLC 
dba Great Waters 
Marina` 

154 Oakton South 
Eatonton, GA 
31024 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine 

Miaoying Wu 
Inaho Yakata LLC 
dba Inaho Japanese 
Steak & Sushi 

103 Harmony 
Crossing Ste 6 

Eatonton, GA 
31024 

Renewal – Pouring 

Renee Bettina von 
Ruexleben 

Lake Oconee 

Equestrian Center, 
LLC 

300 Copelan Farm 

Road Eatonton, 
GA 31024 

Renewal – Pouring 

Jessica Lamb 
Pals Watering Hole 
LLC dba Pals 

Watering Hole 

903 Harmony 
Road Ste 300 
Eatonton, GA 
31024 

Renewal - Pouring 

Veronica Montiel 
El Sitio Mexican 
Grill LLC 

106 Harmony 

Crossing 
Eatonton, GA 
31024 

Renewal - Pouring 

Hassan Fallah 
AHA Enterprises Inc 
dba BP Hwy 11 

1660 Madison 
Road Madison, GA 

30650 

Renewal – Retail Beer/Wine 
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File Attachments for Item:

7. Chairman's Appointment of the Vice Chairman of the Board of Commissioners (BS)
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File Attachments for Item:

8. Appointment to the Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority (staff-CC)
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Applicants for Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority                                                                 1/13/2026

NAME ADDRESS DISTRICT BACKGROUND

APPLICATION 

DATE

William Spani 486 Rockville Springs Road 3

GED Peninsula College, Everett 

Community College 11/21/2025

Jay Bowden 134 Okoni Lane 3

Graduated Redan High School 1980. 

Graduated from Georgia Institute of 

Technology in 1984 with a degree of 

Bachelor of Science in Building 

Construction, President of Bon 

Building Services, Inc., General 

Contractor 12/23/2025

David Stickley 121 Greensboro Road 2

BS - University of Tennessee – 1984, 

MS - Air University-Alabama – 2001, 

Grad Cert Program - Syracuse 

University - Maxwell Business College 

– 2011, 30+ years of United States 

Air Force and Federal Civil service 

included 15+years serving in the Air 

National Guard at State & Federal 

levels 12/30/2025

There is one vacancy:

Michael D. Rowland Term Expired 09/01/2025

Need one person to fill a 4-year term

Page 1 of 1
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD APPLICATION
11/21/2025 4:49 AM (EST)

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA 31024
706-485-5826

www.putnamcountyga.us

APPLICATION FOR BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, COMMISSIONS & AUTHORITIES

William Spani

486 Rockville Springs Dr

Eatonton

Georgia

 31024

Maintenance Tech.

  

  

  (706) 485-8993

 

     
   

  
  

Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority

     3

   GED Peninsula college, Everett Community College

       
  

No

Submission ID: 2cc7451b-ecc4-430f-bd48-889963e981f4 Page 1/2
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None

     Sometimes companies experience doing business a certain way with specific 
policies for so long complacency sets in. A fresh face full of ideas and solutions 
becomes necessary to advance towards the future to obtain steady growth to 
support the citizens of the community. I believe I can bring those solutions to the 
table as a solid team player with an open mind.

 By selecting this box, I understand that this application is considered a public
record.
If appointed, I agree to serve.

 11/21/2025

Submission ID: 2cc7451b-ecc4-430f-bd48-889963e981f4 Page 2/2
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD APPLICATION
12/23/2025 11:00 AM (EST)

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA 31024
706-485-5826

www.putnamcountyga.us

APPLICATION FOR BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, COMMISSIONS & AUTHORITIES

Jay Bowden

134 OKONI LANE

EATONTON

Georgia

 31024

General Contractor

  N/A

  

  7704821000

 

     
   

  
  

Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority

     3

   Graduated Redan High School 1980. Graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 1984 with a degree of Bachelor of Science in Building Construction.

       
  

Yes

Submission ID: 9e3ca03b-d3b0-40cc-baeb-666d2af9fd15 Page 1/2
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I am President of Bon Building Services, Inc. based in Conyers. I am a General 
Contractor and have done work for many of the counties around the Atlanta area, 
especially for the school systems. Projects in Putnam County include the 
Gatewood Auxiliary Gym, numerous projects for Rock Eagle, and the Putnam 
County Schools Auxiliary Facility. We were the General Contractor on the 
Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority's Westside Treatment Plant Project 
in 2022.

   
    

I have no experience in government.

     I would like to get involved in some fashion of community service. I enjoyed 
working with Brice Doolittle on the Westside Project and I have some knowledge 
of what the Authority does through my friendship with Judd Doster and Mike 
Rowland.

 By selecting this box, I understand that this application is considered a public
record.
If appointed, I agree to serve.

 12/23/2025

Submission ID: 9e3ca03b-d3b0-40cc-baeb-666d2af9fd15 Page 2/2

17



PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD APPLICATION
12/30/2025 10:12 AM (EST)

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA 31024
706-485-5826

www.putnamcountyga.us

APPLICATION FOR BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, COMMISSIONS & AUTHORITIES

David Stickley

121 Greensboro Road

Eatonton

GA

 31024

Dell Technologies - Federal Division - Business Development Director

  

  

 

     
   

  
  

Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority

     2

   BS - University of Tennessee - 1984
MS - Air University-Alabama - 2001
Grad Cert Program - Syracuse University - Maxwell Business College - 2011

       
  

No

   My 30+ years of United States Air Force and Federal Civil service included 15+ 

Submission ID: 077a0535-3b14-4788-840a-45899e52cb5a Page 1/2
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    years serving in the Air National Guard at State & Federal levels.  I bring 
extensive experience working with State & Local governments in natural disaster 
preparation/mitigation and recovery.   My support to Civil Authorities has primarily 
been in the communications and Information Technology areas, however I worked 
closely with my Civil Engineering counterparts in all endeavors.  I serve on two 
Non-profit boards that interact with local authorities on various administrative 
matters.

     As I approach retirement from the commercial world I'm prepared to spend more 
time giving back to my community.  This board position appeals to that desire to 
serve and is an area of interest for me.  It is my intent to be value added to the 
people of Putnam Co.

 By selecting this box, I understand that this application is considered a public
record.
If appointed, I agree to serve.

 12/30/2025

Submission ID: 077a0535-3b14-4788-840a-45899e52cb5a Page 2/2
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

706-485-5826 

www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

 

N O T I C E 

 
The Putnam County Board of Commissioners is seeking individuals interested 

in serving on the Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority.  To be 
eligible for appointment as a member of the Authority a person must be at 

least 21 years of age and a resident of Putnam County for at least two years 
prior to the date of his or her appointment.  No person shall be eligible for 

appointment to the Authority who has been convicted of a felony.  
Appointment will be for a four-year term.  The person appointed will be 

expected, in conjunction with other Authority Board members, to be able to 

make decisions regarding water and sewer rates, operating agreements, 
budget formulations, capital projects, loan and grant applications and other 

corporate like decisions inherent in the conduct of a multi-million-dollar water 
and sewer enterprise.  Members of the Authority serve without any 

compensation as a community service. 
 

Interested persons should submit an application to the Putnam County Board 
of Commissioners, 117 Putnam Drive, Suite A, Eatonton, Georgia 31024. 

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  The board application 
form can be found on the county website at www.putnamcountyga.us (in the 

“How Do I…” or “Forms & Documents” sections) or by calling 706-485-5826. 
 

 
 

 

11/27/2025 & 12/04/2025 
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Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority

MEMBER NOTES TERM EXPIRES

Mayor or Designee

Concur with Mayor's term 

of office

Bill Sharp

Chairman or Designee-

effective 01/01/2019

Concur with Chairman's 

term of office

103 Bulloch Hall Drive

Eatonton, GA  31024

City Appointee

Michael D. Rowland County Appointee 9/1/2025

106 Arbors Lane

Eatonton, GA  31024

Board Appointee

4 year terms Last Updated 1/29/2025
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File Attachments for Item:

9. Authorization for Chairman to sign Memorandum of Understanding Between Board of Regents of the 

University System of Georgia by and on behalf of The University of Georgia Cooperative Extension and 

Putnam County (staff-CM)

22



23



24



X

25



Paul Van Haute

Cynthia Miller

Responsive Technology Partners

Jennifer Fricks

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A, Eatonton, GA  31024

pvanhaute@putnamcountyga.us

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A, Eatonton, GA  31024

cmiller@putnamcountyga.us
706-485-5826

706-485-5826

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A, Eatonton, GA  31024

jfricks@putnamcountyga.us

706-485-5826

286 Jones Drive, Milledgeville, GA  31062

404-424-8585
support@responsivetechnologypartners.com
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File Attachments for Item:

10. Authorization for Chairman to sign a Resolution by the Governing Authority of Putnam County 

Setting Qualifying Fees for the 2026 Election and Authorizing Publication of the Same (staff-CC)

36



   

 

- 1 - 
 

 

A RESOLUTION BY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY OF PUTNAM COUNTY 

SETTING QUALIFYING FEES FOR THE 2026 ELECTION AND AUTHORIZING 

PUBLICATION OF SAME 

 

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 21-2-131(a) requires the governing authority of each county, not 

later than February 1 of any year in which a general primary, nonpartisan election, or general 

election is to be held, to fix and publish a qualifying fee for each county office to be filled in the 

upcoming primary or election; and  

WHEREAS, a general primary, nonpartisan election, and general election are scheduled 

to be held in 2026; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Putnam 

County, as the governing authority of Putnam County, does hereby set qualifying fees for 

candidates for the county offices to be elected in 2026 as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk is authorized and directed to 

publish the list of qualifying fees in accordance with the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 21-2-131 no 

later than February 1, 2026. 

THIS RESOLUTION is adopted and made effective this 20th day of January 2026. 

 

PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

      By:  ______________________________________ 

    B. W. “Bill” Sharp, Chairman 

 

Attest :  _________________________________ 

  Lynn Butterworth, County Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

2026 QUALIFYING FEES 

 

POSITION QUALIFYING FEE 

Board of Commissioners Chairman $270.00 

District #3 County Commissioner $234.00 

District #4 County Commissioner $234.00 

Magistrate Judge $1798.04 

State Court Judge $1944.00 

District #1 County Board of Education Member $252.00 

District #2 County Board of Education Member $252.00 
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File Attachments for Item:

11. Authorization for Chairman to sign an updated Resolution for the Purpose of Naming an Open 

Records Officer and an Alternate Open Records Officer (staff-CC)
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RESOLUTION OF THE PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF NAMING AN OPEN RECORDS OFFICER, AN 

ALTERNATE OPEN RECORDS OFFICER AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 
 

Whereas, the provisions of the Georgia Open Records Act, the “Act” (O.C.G.A. 
Section 50-18-70, et seq.), were amended by action of the Georgia General Assembly 
during its 2012 session; and 

 
Whereas, one of the changes to the Act allows for the appointment of an Open 

Records Officer to whom all requests for records must be made; and 
 

 Whereas, the Act further provides for notice of such change. 
 
 Now, therefore, pursuant to the provisions of the Act, the Putnam County 
Board of Commissioners does hereby resolve as follows: 
 

1. The Putnam County Clerk is designated as the Open Records Officer and the 
Putnam County Deputy County Clerk is designated as the Alternate Open 
Records Officer to act in the Open Records Officer’s absence, both to act for the 
Putnam County Board of Commissioners as defined in the Act; 

2. All requests for records made under the Act and directed to the Putnam County 
Board of Commissioners shall be made to the Open Records Officer, or in their 
absence, to the alternate via the NextRequest portal accessed through the County 
website; 

3. The Open Records Officer is directed to cause the official County website to 
prominently display this designation and requirement; 

4. The Open Records Officer is directed to notify the Eatonton Messenger as the 
county legal organ and any other media regularly covering the Putnam County 
Board of Commissioners matters of the content of this resolution; and 

5. This action shall be effective immediately upon the notifications to the media and 
the changes to the website having been made. 

 
Resolved this 20th day of January 2026, by action of the Putnam County Board of 
Commissioners. 
 

     By:_______________________________ 
      B. W. “Bill” Sharp, Chairman 
 
Attest:_________________________ 
 Lynn Butterworth, County Clerk 
 
(County Seal)  

41



42



File Attachments for Item:

12. Authorization for staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam County 

Code of Ordinances - Chapter 46 (Roads, Bridges and Other Public Property) (TM/PCSO)
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Proposed changes to the Putnam County Code of Ordinances 

 

January 20, 2026                                                                                                                                                                   Page 1 of 4 

 

EXPLANATION OF DOCUMENTS: 
 
Red language equals added text. 
Struck through language equals deleted text. 
 

Chapter 46, Article IV – Truck Routes 
 

Sec. 46-150. – Designated Truck Routes 
 

(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  

 
(1)  Prohibited vehicle means a vehicle designated by the Federal Highway 

Administration as being Class 6 through 13, and more particularly defined to 
include the following: 

 
a. Three-axle single-unit trucks: All vehicles on a single frame including trucks, 

camping and recreational vehicles, motor homes, etc., with three axles. 
 

b. Four or more axle single-unit trucks: All trucks on a single frame with four or 
more axles. 

 
c. Four or fewer axle single-trailer trucks: All vehicles with four or fewer axles 

consisting of two units, one of which is a tractor or straight truck power unit. 
 

d. Five-axle single-trailer trucks: All five-axle vehicles consisting of two units, one 
of which is a tractor or straight truck power unit. 

 
e. Six or more axle single-trailer trucks: All vehicles with six or more axles 

consisting of two units, one of which is a tractor or straight truck power unit. 
 

f. Five or fewer axle multi-trailer trucks: All vehicles with five or fewer axles 
consisting of three or more units, one of which is a tractor or straight truck 
power unit. 

 
g. Six-axle multi-trailer trucks: All six-axle vehicles consisting of three or more 

units, one of which is a tractor or straight truck power unit. 
 

h. Seven or more axle multi-trailer trucks: All vehicles with seven or more axles 
consisting of three or more units, one of which is a tractor or straight truck 
power unit. 
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i. Certain truck configurations utilize axles that can be lifted when the vehicle is 
empty or lightly loaded. Only axles in the dropped position shall be considered 
when classifying the vehicle. For enforcement purposes, the observed axle 
configuration at the time of violation will determine the class. 

 
j. Prohibited vehicles include those vehicles designated as Class 6 through 13 

vehicles in Figure 1 below: 
 

Figure 1: 

 
  
 

45



Proposed changes to the Putnam County Code of Ordinances 

 

January 20, 2026                                                                                                                                                                   Page 3 of 4 

 

(2)  Designated truck routes 
 

  The following roadways are defined as designated truck routes:  
 

a. Georgia State Route 16 
 

b. Georgia State Route 24 
 

c. Georgia State Route 44 
 

d. Georgia State Route 142 
 

 e.  Georgia State Route 212  
 

(3)  Non-designated truck routes are defined as any county road that is not designated 
herein as a designated truck route. 

  
(b) Prohibited vehicles shall only use designated truck routes listed in subsection (a)(2).  

Prohibited vehicles using non-designated truck routes will be in violation of this ordinance 
unless an exception listed in subsection (c) applies. 

 
(c) The following exceptions apply to the prohibition listed in subsection (b): 
 

a. If the point of origin or place of pickup or delivery of a prohibited vehicle is located on 
a non-designated truck route, then the vehicle may travel on non-designated truck 
routes only by the shortest, most direct route between such places and the nearest 
designated truck route.  The route requiring the fewest miles of travel shall be 
considered the shortest, most direct route.  The driver of such vehicle shall have in 
the cab of the truck a bill of lading, work order, or receipt for services that bears the 
address or an address along the line of the non-designated truck route.  In lieu of a 
bill of lading, work order, or receipt of services, the county may accept at its discretion 
a letter provided to the driver bearing the signature of a person of authority on 
company letterhead that denotes the truck destination or delivery point along the line 
of non-designated truck route. 

 
b. Prohibited vehicles going to or from the carrier’s terminal facilities physically located 

on a non-designated truck route. 
 
c. Prohibited vehicles traveling to or from a repair facility for service which is physically 

located on a non-designated truck route. 
 
d. Bobtail truck, defined as only the tractor with no trailer and/or chassis attached, going 

to or from, and parking at, the driver’s residence located on a non-designated truck 
route. 
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e. Wreckers on call, and emergency vehicles plainly marked with emergency equipment. 

 
(d) Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a violation and, upon conviction 

thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $200 and not more than $1,000 and/or 
60 days confinement in the county jail. 
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File Attachments for Item:

13. Authorization for staff to schedule a Public Hearing on proposed changes to the Putnam County 

Code of Ordinances - Chapter 2 (Administration) (Postponed from the December 5, 2025 BOC meeting) 

(staff-CA)
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PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS TO THE PUTNAM COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

 

 

Putnam County, Georgia, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2025-06-28 20:15:58 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 47) 

 
Page 1 of 9 

EXPLANATION OF DOCUMENTS: 

 

Red language equals added text. 

Struck through language equals deleted text. 

 

Chapter 2 ADMINISTRATION 

ARTICLE II. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 

Sec. 2-36.3. County departments. 

It is hereby established for Putnam County Government, the following departments:  

(a) Animal services control.  

(b) Code enforcement 

(c) Finance.  

(d) Human resources 

(e) Oconee Springs Park, The Edgewater.  

(f) Planning and development.  

(g) Public buildings.  

(h) County clerk's office. Public information.  

(i) Public safety (ambulance, fire, rescue).  

(j) Public works.  

(k) Recreation.  

(l) Senior citizens center.  

(m) Transit.  

(n) Uncle Remus golf course.  

 

(Ord. of 5-19-2009(2)) 
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Sec. 2-37.  Agenda. Regular Meeting Agenda. 

The county manager shall prepare a detailed agenda on the subjects to be covered or 
acted on and/or objectives to be met for each regular scheduled meeting, called meeting, 
public hearing, or work session, or any other special meeting. The detailed agenda shall be 
made available to each commissioner at least three business days before each regular 
scheduled board meeting, called meeting, public hearing, work session, or any other special 
meeting.  

A commissioner may add one item items, or additional items with approval of the 
chairperson, to the agenda for regular scheduled meetings by providing notice to the county 
manager at least four business days prior to such meeting at any time , though any item 
requiring action must be added at least five four business days prior to a meeting by providing 
notice to the county manager. An action item added less than four business days may be 
discussed at the meeting and laid on the table for action at the next meeting.  No items may be 
commented upon by a single commissioner for a period of time in excess of ten minutes (unless 
granted additional time by the chairperson).  In case of an emergency, the board may waive this 
requirement.  

A copy of the agenda and a list of those members present shall be made available to the 
public for inspection within two business days of the adjournment of any meeting.  

Sec. 2-39. Minutes. 

The clerk of the board shall promptly record the minutes for each board meeting. The 
minutes shall serve as the official written record of the board meeting and shall be open for 
public inspection once approved as official by the board but in no case not later than 
immediately following the next regular meeting of the board. The minutes specify the names of 
commissioners present at the meeting, a description of each motion or other proposal made at 
the meeting, the name of the commissioner who proposed each motion, the name of the 
commissioner who seconded each motion, and a record of all votes. In the case of a roll call 
vote, the name of each commissioner voting for or against a proposal shall be recorded. It shall 
be presumed that a commissioner has voted in the affirmative unless the minutes show 
otherwise. More Detailed information may be included in the minutes at the request of the 
board.  

The board must approve the minutes before they may be considered as an official record 
of the board. A copy of the minutes from the previous meeting shall be distributed to the 
commissioners at least three business days before the following meeting. The minutes of the 
previous meeting shall be corrected and approved by the board at the beginning of each 
meeting. A majority vote is required for approval. Conflicts about the content of the minutes 
shall be brought to the clerk's attention prior to the board meeting and that section of the 
digital recording will be made available at the meeting prior to adoption of the minutes. Upon 
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being approved, the minutes shall be signed by the chairperson and attested by the clerk of the 
board of commissioners.  

Sec. 2-40. Order of business. 

All regular board meetings shall substantially follow an established order of business. The 
order shall be as follows:  

(1) Call to order;  

(2) Approval of agenda;  

(3) Invocation;  

(4) Pledge of allegiance;  

(5) Special presentations;  

(6) Public hearing, if necessary;  

(7) Public comments;  

(8) Consent agenda, approval of minutes;  

(9) Other agenda items;  

(10) County manager report;  

(11) County attorney report;  

(12) Commissioner announcements;  

(13) Closed session, if necessary;  

(14) Adjournment.  

Sec. 2-42. Public participation. 

Public participation in meetings of the board of commissioners shall be permitted in 
accordance with the provisions of this section.  

(a) Public comments. The board may allow public comments on agenda items during the 
public comment portion of any regular meeting and any non-agenda items, except 
personnel. Individuals desiring to address the board of commissioners are required to 
sign in prior to the commencement of the meeting or public hearing. Such comments 
by any one person should not exceed five three minutes. The chairperson shall have 
the right at any time to stop all public comments, when, in the chairperson's 
discretion, such input violates the provisions of this section. In addition, or as an 
alternative to speaking, written materials may be physically or electronically 
submitted to the board, though no county equipment or property shall be used for 
distribution or display of such materials other than for distribution to members of the 
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board. While the chairperson may recognize board members or staff during public 
comment, there is no obligation to respond to or address comments made by 
members of the public.  

(b) Decorum. Members of the public shall not make inappropriate or offensive comments 
at a board meeting and are expected to comply with the rules of decorum that are 
established for commissioners. Individuals violating any rules of the board may be 
ruled out of order by the chairperson or on a point of order made by a commissioner. 
The chairperson will rule on the point of order. An individual violating the rules of 
decorum may be removed from the meeting at the direction of the chairperson.  

(c) Public hearings. The board may schedule public hearings for the purpose of soliciting 
public comment on any subject of interest to the board. Hearings may be held 
immediately prior to, during or following a meeting of the board or at such other 
places and times as the board may determine. The rules of public participation 
described in subsection (a) above shall apply at any public hearing. Hearings on zoning 
decisions shall be governed in accordance with the zoning policies and procedures of 
the county.  

Sec. 2-45. Reserved Amendments to the rules. 

Any amendments to the rules of order must be submitted in accordance with section 1-14.  

Sec. 2-46. Regular meetings. 

Regular meetings of the board of commissioners shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on the first 
Friday of each month and at 56:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month. The regular 
meeting place will be the Putnam County Administration Building, at 117 Putnam Drive, Room 
203 or such facility as established by the board of commissioners. Any change in meeting place 
will be advertised as required by law. A notice containing the foregoing information shall be 
posted and maintained in a conspicuous place available to the general public at the regular 
meeting place of the board. Meeting agenda will be posted 24 hours in advance.  

Sec. 2-47.  Called Special meetings and rescheduled regular meetings. 

A regular meeting may be canceled, rescheduled or moved to a new location within the 
county by the chairperson for any reason. Called Other special meetings may be scheduled by 
the chairperson or at the request of a majority of commissioners. Whenever a rescheduled 
regular meeting or any other called special meeting is to be held at a time or place other than 
the regularly scheduled time or place, written notice of the change shall be posted for at least 
24 hours in advance of the meeting at the regular meeting place. In addition, written or oral 
notice shall be given by the clerk at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to either the legal 
organ of the county or a newspaper having general circulation at least equal to that of the legal 
organ, as well as to each member of the county governing authority. 
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Sec. 2-50. Suspending the rules of order. 

Rules of order may be suspended in the case of an emergency. A motion to suspend the 
rules requires a second, is debatable, and requires a two-thirds vote of the board. Rules 
governing quorums (section 2-32), voting methods and requirements (sections 2-33 and 2-34), 
the notification to commissioners of meetings (sections 2-46 and 2-47) and rules necessary for 
compliance with state law may not be suspended.  

Sec. 2-51. Committees. 

The chairperson, with the concurrence of the board, may create committees of members 
of the board to study any issue before the board. Any such committees may make 
recommendations to the board of commissioners but no committee shall be empowered to 
make any final decision on any matter before it for consideration. In addition to board 
members, committees may include other county elected officials, staff or citizens at large. 
Whenever a committee is created, its duties, any limitation on the scope of its duties, and the 
times, places, and periods of time for which the committee may operate shall be determined by 
the chairperson with the concurrence of the board. The chairperson or designee may shall 
serve as an ex officio member of all committees.  

Sec. 2-53. Appointment procedures. 

Unless otherwise provided for by state law, appointments to all boards, authorities, and 
commissions shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures contained in this section.  

(a) The county clerk shall cause to be published in the county's legal organ an 
advertisement announcing any vacancies at least 14 days prior to any appointment.  

(b) Following the appropriate advertising period, the county clerk, or designee, shall 
prepare and provide to the commission, a spreadsheet format list of all qualified 
candidates whose applications were received timely by the county clerk.  

(c) Immediately after the agenda item has been called, the clerk will verbally announce 
the qualified candidates and present their application resume. A visually projected 
image of the spreadsheet prepared in subsection (b) above may be substituted.  

(d) For each vacant position, except as outlined in sections 14-4(b) and 66-150(b), each 
commissioner may nominate anyone on the qualified list. Each nomination must 
receive a second to be considered for a later vote. While it is desirable to have each 
district represented on all county boards, authorities, and commissions as well as to 
have as much representation across the entire county and its constituents as possible, 
the greater need is to have interested, qualified, and responsible applicants who will 
provide the greatest contribution to Putnam County in carrying out the necessary 
functions of these boards, authorities, and commissions. All candidates who have 
received a nomination and a second can be discussed by the commissioners. 
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Following discussion, a roll call vote will be taken. The proper response, to the call for 
a vote, is the name of the preferred candidate. The person receiving the majority vote 
of the commissioners will be the candidate selected. In those cases where there is not 
a tie and no one has received a majority vote, a second round of voting may be 
directed by the chairman.  

(e) No member of any board, authority, or commission shall be an employee of Putnam 
County as defined in Section I.D. of the Putnam County Personnel Manual. For the 
purposes of this subsection, a county commissioner is not considered an employee of 
Putnam County.  

(f) In the event that a position on one of the county's boards, authorities, commissions, 
or similarly established bodies becomes vacant prior to the expiration of its term, the 
vacancy shall be filled in the manner described above. If less than one year remains at 
the time an individual is appointed to fill such a vacancy, that individual shall also be 
reappointed to the position for the next successive term.  

Secs. 2-54—2-65. Reserved. 

 
Sec. 2-141. - Created. 
 
There is hereby created a committee to be known as the Putnam County Recreation 
Committee. 
 
Sec. 2-142. - Purpose. 
 
The purpose of the committee is to advise the Board of Commissioners of Putnam County, 
Georgia, with respect to parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, and other recreational 
activities and facilities in the county, and to explore opportunities for devises, grants, gifts, and 
bequests of money and property for the purpose of providing, establishing, conducting, and 
maintaining parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, and other recreational activities, facilities, 
or purposes in the county. Provided, however, that the committee shall have no powers with 
respect to parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, or other recreational activities, facilities, or 
purposes in the county, and shall not seek or accept any devises, grants, gifts, or bequests of 
money or property for the purpose of providing, establishing, conducting, or maintaining parks, 
playgrounds, recreation centers, or other recreational activities, facilities, or purposes in the 
county without the prior approval of the Board of Commissioners of Putnam County, Georgia. 
 
Sec. 2-143. - Members. 
 
The committee shall consist of six (6) members. Except for the chairperson and the ex officio 
member, the members shall be residents of the commissioner districts they represent and shall 
continue to reside in their respective districts during their term. The chairperson shall be a 
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resident of the county and shall continue to reside in the county during his or her term. The ex 
officio member shall be the director of the recreation department of the county and shall be a 
non-voting member of the committee. Except as otherwise provided herein, the appointment 
procedures of Sec. 2-53 shall apply to the appointment of the members. 
 
Sec. 2-144. - Terms. 
 
Except for the ex officio member, the terms of the members of the committee shall be from the 
date of their appointment until December 31 of the year in which they were appointed and 
until their successors are duly appointed. The term of the ex officio member shall run and be 
appurtenant to his or her employment as the director of the recreation department of the 
county. 
 
Sec. 2-145. - Organization. 
 
After the initial appointment of all of the members of the committee, the members shall hold 
an organizational meeting, at the call of a majority of the members, to complete the 
organization of the committee by adopting bylaws. The bylaws may contain any provision for 
regulating and managing the affairs of the committee that is not inconsistent with the law or 
this division and, at a minimum, must fix the dates and times of the regular meetings of the 
committee, the quorum and voting requirements of the committee, and the voting and quorum 
requirements for the amendment of the bylaws. 
 
Sec. 2-146. - Duties. 
 
The duties of the committee shall be as follows: 
 

(a) The committee shall advise the county manager in developing the annual budget 
for parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, and other recreational activities, 
facilities, and purposes in the county; 

 
(b) The committee shall explore opportunities for devises, grants, gifts, and 

bequests of money and property for the purpose of providing, establishing, 
conducting, and maintaining parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, and other 
recreational activities, facilities, and purposes in the county and shall seek or 
accept the same when instructed to do so by the Board of Commissioners of 
Putnam County, Georgia; 

 
(c) The committee may incorporate and organize a nonprofit corporation, the 

directors of which shall be the members of the committee, the purpose of which 
shall be to seek or accept any devises, grants, gifts, or bequests of money or 
property for the purpose of providing, establishing, conducting, or maintaining 
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parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, or other recreational activities, facilities, 
or purposes in the county when so approved by the Board of Commissioners of 
Putnam County, Georgia; 

 
(d) The committee, when required, shall prepare and file all returns and other 

documents required to maintain the nonprofit status of the nonprofit 
corporation under Section 50 I (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and tax 
exempt status under O.C.G.A § 48-7-25; 

 
(e) The committee shall immediately pay into the county treasury any and all money 

and property acquired by it or the nonprofit corporation for the purpose of 
providing, establishing, conducting, or maintaining parks, playgrounds, 
recreation centers, or other recreational activities, facilities, or purposes in the 
county; and, 

 
(f) The committee, by and through its chairperson, shall make quarterly reports to 

the Board of Commissioners of Putnam County, Georgia, with respect to its 
activities and to the parks, playgrounds, recreation centers, and other 
recreational activities, facilities, and purposes in the county. 

 
Sec. 2-147. - Expenditure of devises, grants, gifts, and bequests. 
 
Any and all money and property paid into the county treasury by the committee or the 
nonprofit shall be deposited to the account of the Board of Commissioners of Putnam County, 
Georgia, and shall be withdrawn and paid out by the Board of Commissioners of Putnam 
County, Georgia, in the same manner as money appropriated for the Recreation Department of 
Putnam County, Georgia, or other recreation purposes of Putnam County, Georgia. Any and all 
such money and property shall be used to supplement the budget of the Recreation 
Department of Putnam County, Georgia, or be used for other recreation purposes of Putnam 
County, Georgia, and shall not be used for any other purposes. 
 
Sec. 2-148. - Exclusion(s). 
 
The purpose and duties of the committee shall not extend to the Oconee Springs Park, but shall 
include Jimmy Davis Park, Poole Recreation Center, Uncle Remus Golf Course, and the Putnam 
County Swimming Pool. 
 
Sec. 2-149. - Compensation. 
 
Except for the chairperson of the committee, the members shall be paid fifty dollars ($50.00) 
per meeting that they attend. The chairperson shall be paid seventy-five dollars ($75.00) per 
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meeting that he or she attends. Provided, however, that no member may be paid for attending 
more than fourteen (14) meetings per year. 
 
Sec. 2-150. - Repealer. 
 
This division shall stand repealed on April 4, 2027, unless it is continued in effect by the Board 
of Commissioners of Putnam County, Georgia, prior to that date. 
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1

Lynn Butterworth

From: Richard Garrett
Sent: Monday, December 29, 2025 10:42 AM
To: Lynn Butterworth
Subject: Request to amend minutes from 12/5 BOC meeting

Hi Lynn, 
 
This is not urgent, and I know you are not back in the office until 1/5, so of course please just reply then.  
 
Mr. & Mrs. Vargo alerted me to a desired edit to the 12/5 BOC minutes. This pertains to their public 
comments (they want to reference GA Power specifically since the utility's jurisdiction is at the heart of 
their dispute). I offered to draft an amendment, as follows: 
 

Mr. Bill Vargo commented on his property tax bill and a dispute with the Planning & Development 
department regarding a Georgia Power dredging permit. 
 
Ms. Barbara Vargo also commented on a dispute with the Planning & Development department 
regarding a Georgia Power dredging permit. 

  
They would be satisfied with this amendment.  
 
What is the process to formally seek amendment to an already approved set of minutes? Do we just add 
it to the agenda for a forthcoming meeting? 
 
Please advise.  
 
Many thanks, 
Richard 
 
Richard Garrett 
Putnam County Commissioner, District 2 
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Minutes Page 2 of 5 Approved 

December 5, 2025  December 16, 2025 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (BS) 

Chairman Sharp led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
5. Public Comments 

Mr. George Kelecheck submitted a handout and commented on KT (Kepner Tregoe) training. 

Mr. Bill Vargo commented on his property tax bill and issues with the Planning & Development 

department regarding a land disturbance permit. 

Ms. Barbara Vargo also commented on issues with the Planning & Development department 

regarding a land disturbance permit. 

(Copy of handout made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - November 18, 2025 Work Session (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of Minutes - November 18, 2025 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Hersey. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey 

 

7. Discussion and possible action on Increasing Defined Contribution Limits-Presentation by 

Greg Gease (staff-CM) 

County Manager Van Haute explained that Mr. Gease was here to inform the board about how 

other counties are handling their retirement programs. 

Mr. Greg Gease submitted a handout comparing the retirement programs of counties near 

Putnam.  He discussed a possible change in the employer match from 3% to 4% for defined 

contribution to be competitive in employment, especially for public safety employees.  He 

advised that about 80% of Putnam County employees take advantage of the defined contribution 

program, although not all at the maximum amount. 

County Manager Van Haute recommended increasing the defined contribution employer match 

to 4%.  A resolution will be brought back to the next meeting for approval of this proposed 

change.  No action was taken. 

 

8. Proposed changes to the Putnam County Personnel Manual - Wellness Leave (staff-HR) 

Mr. Billy Webster commented on the meaning of personal well-being and inquired about the 

difference between vacation days and wellness day, why three days, and why they cannot be 

used in September. 

Ms. Barbara Vargo commented that when she worked for the county, she was always told it 

would cost a lot of tax dollars to take days off and inquired about why this was being done. 

Human Resources Director Miller talked about mental health statistics and that physical health 

and mental health are closely related.  She advised that investing in the health of employees 

benefits the county.  She explained that providing three wellness days would not increase the 

budget. 

Motion to approve the proposed changes to the Putnam County Personnel Manual - 

Wellness Leave with the amendment that staff explore a productivity metric that might 

give us a window into the impact this would have. 
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File Attachments for Item:

15. Discussion and possible action to rescind the motion of December 16, 2025 regarding adopting a C-

PACER program (SH)
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2024 CODE OF GEORGIA 

Title 36 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT (§§ 36-1-1 — 36-93-1) 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COUNTIES AND MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (§§ 

36-60-1 — 36-76-11) 

Chapter 62A - CONDUCT OF DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS OF DOWNTOWN 

DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (§§ 36-62A-1 — 36-62A-22) 

Article 2 - DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (§§ 36-62A-20 — 36-62A-22) 

Section 36-62A-21 - Required training on development and redevelopment 

programs 

Universal Citation: 

GA Code § 36-62A-21 (2024) 

 (a) Except for a director who is also a member of the governing body of a 

municipal corporation or county, each director or member of the governing 

board or body of a development authority shall attend and complete at least 

eight hours of training on development and redevelopment programs within 

the first 12 months of the director's or member's appointment to the 

development authority. 

 (b) After July 1, 2025, directors or members required to complete the training 

provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section shall also attend and 

complete at least two hours of continuing training on development and 

redevelopment programs each year such director or member is a director or 

member of such authority. Such training can occur either in person or online. 

 (c) Any director who fails to undertake the continuing training required by 

subsection (b) of this Code section for two consecutive years shall have his or 

her voting rights on any authority suspended until the director completes the 

required continuing training. 

Amended by 2024 Ga. Laws 417,§ 2, eff. 7/1/2024. 
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2024 CODE OF GEORGIA 

Title 36 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT (§§ 36-1-1 — 36-93-1) 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COUNTIES AND MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (§§ 

36-60-1 — 36-76-11) 

Chapter 62 - DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-19) 

Article 1 - [GENERAL PROVISIONS] (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-14) 

Section 36-62-4 - Development authorities created; appointment and terms of 

directors; quorum; adoption and filing of resolution of need 

Universal Citation: 

GA Code § 36-62-4 (2024) 

 (a) There is created in and for each county and municipal corporation in the 

state a public body corporate and politic to be known as the "development 

authority" of such county or municipal corporation, which shall consist of a 

board of not less than seven and not more than nine directors to be 

appointed by resolution of the governing body of the county or municipal 

corporation. At the expiration of the current terms of office of the first four 

members of the board of directors, the governing body of the county or 

municipal corporation shall elect successors to such members to serve for 

initial terms of two years and shall elect successors to the remaining 

members of the board for initial terms of four years. Thereafter, the terms of 

all directors shall be for four years. The terms of any directors added to the 

original seven directors shall be four years. If, at the end of any term of office 

of any director, a successor thereto has not been elected, the director whose 

term of office has expired shall continue to hold office until his or her 

successor is so elected; provided, however, that such hold-over period shall 

not exceed six months. In the event that such six-month hold-over period 

expires without a successor being elected, the remaining directors shall elect 

such successor. 

 (b) A majority of the directors shall constitute a quorum, but no action may 

be taken by the board without the affirmative vote of a majority of the full 

membership of the board. 

 (c) No authority shall transact any business or exercise any powers under 

this chapter until the governing body of the county or municipal corporation, 

by proper resolution, declares that there is a need for an authority to 

function in the county or municipal corporation. A copy of the resolution 
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shall be filed with the Secretary of State, who shall maintain a record of all 

authorities activated under this chapter. 

 (d) In each county of this state having a population of not less than 41,700 

nor more than 42,300 according to the United States decennial census of 

1990 or any future such census, the board of directors of an industrial 

development authority in such county which is created directly by the 

Constitution of Georgia shall assume all the powers, duties, and 

responsibilities of and shall become the board of directors of any 

development authority created under this chapter which is located in such 

county or in any municipal corporation in such county. 

 (e) In each county of this state having a population of not less than 24,000 

nor more than 26,000 according to the United States decennial census of 

1990 or any future such census, the board of directors of an industrial 

development authority in such county which is created directly by the 

Constitution of Georgia may assume all the powers and responsibilities of 

and may become the board of directors of any development authority 

created under this chapter which is located in such county or in any 

municipal corporation in such county. Such joint boards shall have the 

authority to transfer any and all assets of the development authority created 

under this chapter to the industrial development authority which is created 

directly by the Constitution of Georgia; provided, however, that the governing 

authority of said county or municipal corporation shall approve the 

assumption of such powers and responsibilities. 

Amended by 2024 Ga. Laws 417,§ 1, eff. 7/1/2024. 

Amended by 2022 Ga. Laws 751,§ 1, eff. 5/2/2022. 
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2024 CODE OF GEORGIA 

Title 36 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT (§§ 36-1-1 — 36-93-1) 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COUNTIES AND MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (§§ 

36-60-1 — 36-76-11) 

Chapter 62 - DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-19) 

Article 1 - [GENERAL PROVISIONS] (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-14) 

Section 36-62-5.1 - Joint authorities 

Universal Citation: 

GA Code § 36-62-5.1 (2024) 

 (a) By proper resolution of the local governing bodies, an authority may be 

created and activated by: 

o (1) Any two or more municipal corporations; 

o (2) Any two or more counties; 

o (3) One or more municipal corporations and one or more counties; or 

o (4) Any county in this state and any contiguous county in an adjoining 

state. 

 (b) A joint authority so created shall be governed by this chapter in the same 

manner as other authorities created pursuant to this chapter, except as 

specifically provided otherwise in this Code section. 

 (c) The resolutions creating and activating a joint authority shall specify the 

number of members of the authority, the number to be appointed by each 

participating county or municipal corporation, their terms of office, and their 

residency requirements. 

 (d) The resolutions creating and activating joint authorities may be amended 

by appropriate concurrent resolutions of the participating governing bodies. 

 (e) 

o (1) A joint authority created by two or more contiguous counties 

pursuant to this Code section must be an active, bona fide joint 

authority; must have a board of directors; must meet at least 

quarterly; and must develop an operational business plan. A county 

may belong to more than one such joint authority. 

o (2) A business enterprise as defined under subsection (a) of Code 

Section 48-7-40 located within the jurisdiction of a joint authority 

established by two or more contiguous counties shall qualify for an 
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additional $500.00 tax credit for each new full-time employee position 

created. The $500.00 job tax credit authorized by this paragraph shall 

be subject to all the conditions and limitations specified under Code 

Section 48-7-40, as amended; provided, however, that a business 

enterprise located in a county that belongs to more than one joint 

authority shall not qualify for an additional tax credit in excess of 

$500.00 for each new full-time employee position created. 

 (f) With respect to a joint authority created on or before March 31, 1995, and 

notwithstanding any provision of this Code section to the contrary, any 

taxpayer eligible for a tax credit pursuant to subsection (e) of this Code 

section shall have the option of electing to utilize for a given project the tax 

credit formerly authorized under this Code section for taxable years 

beginning prior to January 1, 1995, in lieu of the tax credit otherwise available 

pursuant to this Code section for taxable years beginning on or after January 

1, 1995. Such election shall be made for each committed project in writing on 

or before July 1, 1995, to the commissioner of community affairs. Such 

election shall not be effective unless approved in writing by the 

commissioner of community affairs. The Board of Community Affairs shall 

promulgate regulations necessary for the implementation of this subsection. 

 (g) 

o (1) By May 15, 2019, and then by February 15, 2020, and annually 

thereafter, each joint authority with established revenue sharing 

agreements between the joint authority and its participating local 

governments and revenue emanating pursuant to such an agreement 

shall furnish to the state revenue commissioner and the state auditor: 

 (A) A statement that identifies and separately states all real and 

personal property and all property interests that are owned, in 

part or in full, by such joint authority together with the nature of 

any encumbrances, liens, or covenants on such property; 

 (B) A complete copy of all current agreements or contracts 

related to such joint authority that are between or among one 

or more counties, municipalities, joint authorities, or private 

parties that references matters related to taxation, payments in 

lieu of taxation, tax abatements, leasehold interests or estates, 

leaseback agreements, or the sharing of revenue, funds, fees, 

taxes, assessments, fines, or any other income; and 
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 (C) All additional information determined by the state revenue 

commissioner or state auditor to be necessary to accurately 

determine the net taxable digest of each county or municipality 

participating in such joint authority and any affected school 

district. 

o (2) The information compiled by the state auditor pursuant to this 

subsection shall be utilized in determining any equalized adjusted 

property tax digest prepared pursuant to Code Section 48-5-274. 

o (3) On or before July 1, 2019, and then on or before April 1, 2020, and 

annually thereafter, a report that compiles the information gathered 

by the state auditor and that sets out the net impact of the total 

activities of the joint authority on the tax digest of each affected taxing 

jurisdiction shall be furnished to the tax commissioner of each 

affected county, to the governing authority of each affected county or 

municipality, to each affected local board of education, to the joint 

development authority, and to the State Board of Education. Each tax 

commissioner shall utilize such net impact to adjust the net assessed 

value of each of his or her taxing jurisdictions in order to fully account 

for activities of any joint authority in digest values submitted pursuant 

to Code Sections 48-5-32 and 48-5-32.1. 

o (4) The state revenue commissioner and the state auditor shall be 

authorized to: 

 (A) Conduct audits of any joint authority subject to the 

requirements of this subsection; and 

 (B) Promulgate rules and regulations necessary to administer, 

implement, and enforce this Code section. 

Amended by 2019 Ga. Laws 251,§ 1, eff. 5/7/2019. 

Amended by 2004 Ga. Laws 664, § 1, eff. 5/17/2004. 

Amended by 2003 Ga. Laws 100, § 2, eff. 7/1/2003. 
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2024 CODE OF GEORGIA 

Title 36 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT (§§ 36-1-1 — 36-93-1) 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COUNTIES AND MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (§§ 

36-60-1 — 36-76-11) 

Chapter 62 - DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-19) 

Article 1 - [GENERAL PROVISIONS] (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-14) 

Section 36-62-2 - Definitions 

Universal Citation: 

GA Code § 36-62-2 (2024) 

As used in this chapter, the term: 

 (1) "Authority" means each public corporation created pursuant to this 

chapter. 

 (2) "Cost of project" includes: 

o (A) All costs of construction, purchase, or other form of acquisition; 

o (B) All costs of real or personal property required for the purposes of 

such project and of all facilities related thereto, including land and any 

rights or undivided interest therein, easements, franchises, water 

rights, fees, permits, approvals, licenses, and certificates and the 

securing of such franchises, permits, approvals, licenses, and 

certificates and the preparation of applications therefor; 

o (C) All machinery, equipment, initial fuel, and other supplies required 

for such project; 

o (D) Financing charges and interest prior to and during construction 

and during such additional period as the authority may reasonably 

determine to be necessary for the placing of such project in operation; 

o (E) Costs of engineering, architectural, and legal services; 

o (F) Fees paid to fiscal agents for financial and other advice or 

supervision; 

o (G) Cost of plans and specifications and all expenses necessary or 

incidental to the construction, purchase, or acquisition of the 

completed project or to determining the feasibility or practicability of 

the project; and 

o (H) Administrative expenses and such other expenses as may be 

necessary or incidental to the financing authorized in this chapter. 
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There may also be included, as part of such cost of project, the 

repayment of any loans made for the advance payment of any part of 

such cost, including the interest thereon. The cost of any project may 

also include a fund or funds for the creation of a debt service reserve, 

a renewal and replacement reserve, and such other reserves as may 

be reasonably required by the authority with respect to the financing 

and operation of its projects and as may be authorized by any bond 

resolution or trust agreement or indenture pursuant to the provisions 

of which the issuance of any such bonds may be authorized. Any 

obligation or expense incurred for any of the foregoing purposes shall 

be regarded as a part of the cost of the project and may be paid or 

reimbursed as such out of the proceeds of revenue bonds or notes 

issued under this chapter. 

 (3) "County" means any county of this state. 

 (4) "Governing body" means the elected or duly appointed officials 

constituting the governing body of each municipal corporation and county in 

the state. 

 (5) "Municipal corporation" means each city and town in the state. 

 (6) "Project" includes: 

o (A) Any one or more buildings or structures to be used in the 

production, manufacturing, processing, assembling, storing, or 

handling of any agricultural, manufactured, mining, or industrial 

product or any combination of the foregoing, in every case with all 

necessary or useful furnishings, machinery, equipment, parking 

facilities, landscaping, and facilities for outdoor storage, all as 

determined by the authority, which determination shall be final and 

not subject to review; and there may be included as part of any such 

project all improvements necessary to the full utilization thereof, 

including site preparation, roads and streets, sidewalks, water supply, 

outdoor lighting, belt line railroad sidings and lead tracks, bridges, 

causeways, terminals for railroad, automotive, and air transportation, 

transportation facilities incidental to the project, and the dredging and 

improving of harbors and waterways, none of which foregoing 

descriptive words shall be construed to constitute a limitation, 

provided that none of the improvements described in this sentence 

shall be the primary purpose of any project; 
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o (B) The acquisition, construction, leasing, or equipping of new 

industrial facilities or the improvement, modification, acquisition, 

expansion, modernization, leasing, equipping, or remodeling of 

existing industrial facilities located or to be located within the area of 

operation of the authority; 

o (C) The acquisition, construction, improvement, or modification of any 

property, real or personal, which any industrial concern might desire 

to use, acquire, or lease in connection with the operation of any plant 

or facility located or to be located within the area of operation of the 

authority; 

o (D) The acquisition, construction, improvement, or modification of any 

property, real or personal, used as air or water pollution control 

facilities which any federal, state, or local agency having jurisdiction in 

the premises shall have certified as necessary for the continued 

operation of the industry or industries which the same is to serve and 

which is necessary for the public welfare, provided that for the 

purposes of this subparagraph, the term "air pollution control facility" 

means any property used, in whole or in substantial part, to abate or 

control atmospheric pollution or contamination by removing, altering, 

disposing of, or storing atmospheric pollutants or contaminants, if 

such facility is in furtherance of applicable federal, state, or local 

standards for abatement or control of atmospheric pollutants or 

contaminants; and provided, further, that for the purpose of this 

subparagraph, the term "water pollution control facility" means any 

property used, in whole or in substantial part, to abate or control 

water pollution or contamination by removing, altering, disposing, or 

storing pollutants, contaminants, wastes, or heat, including the 

necessary intercepting sewers, outfall sewers, pumping, power, and 

other equipment, holding ponds, lagoons, and appurtenances thereto, 

if such facility is in the furtherance of applicable federal, state, or local 

standards for the abatement or control of water pollution or 

contamination; 

o (E) The acquisition, construction, improvement, or modification of any 

property, real or personal, used as or in connection with a sewage 

disposal facility or a solid waste disposal facility which any federal, 

state, or local agency having jurisdiction in the premises shall have 

certified as necessary for the continued operation of the industries 

which the same is to serve and which is necessary for the public 

welfare, provided that if such facility is to be operated by, or is to serve 

100



related facilities of, a political subdivision or municipal corporation of 

this state or an agency, authority, or instrumentality thereof, for its 

general constituency, the certification need only state that such facility 

is necessary for the public welfare; provided, further, that for the 

purposes of this subparagraph, the term "sewage disposal facility" 

means any property used for the collection, storage, treatment, 

utilization, processing, or final disposal of sewage; for the purposes of 

this subparagraph, the term "solid waste disposal facility" means any 

property used for the collection, storage, treatment, utilization, 

processing, or final disposal of solid waste; for the purposes of this 

subparagraph, the term "solid waste" means garbage, refuse, or other 

discarded solid materials, including solid waste materials resulting 

from industrial and agricultural operations and from community 

activities but does not include solids or dissolved materials in domestic 

sewage or other significant pollutants in water resources, such as salt, 

dissolved or suspended solids in industrial waste-water effluents, and 

dissolved materials in irrigation return flows; and for the purposes of 

this subparagraph, the word "garbage" includes putrescible wastes, 

including animal and vegetable matters, animal offal and carcasses, 

and recognizable industrial by-products but excludes sewage and 

human wastes; and the word "refuse" includes all nonputrescible 

wastes; 

o (F) The acquisition, construction, improvement, or modification of any 

property, real or personal or both, used as a peak shave facility, 

provided that "peak shave facility" shall have the meaning generally 

accepted and understood in the natural gas distribution industry as 

that term is generally understood to describe a storage facility for the 

purpose of avoiding undesirable consequences in the distribution 

system during peak periods of consumption; and any project involving 

a "peak shave facility" may be undertaken as otherwise provided in 

this chapter; 

o (G) The acquisition, construction, leasing, improvement, or 

modification of any facilities and any property, real or personal or 

both, useful or necessary in the transportation of persons or property 

by air, provided that such projects shall not include the creation of 

airports or airport terminal facilities or improvements thereon, except 

as incidentally related to the furnishing of transportation of persons or 

property by air as provided in this subparagraph; such projects may 

include, but shall not be limited to, aircraft, aircraft maintenance and 
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reconditioning equipment, aircraft communications equipment and 

facilities for the maintenance and repair of such equipment, ground 

support equipment and facilities used by aircraft, any necessary or 

useful real or personal property or rights to such property, all licenses, 

storage facilities including storage and distribution facilities for fuel, 

and the acquisition, modernization, or expansion of existing facilities 

or systems for transportation of persons or property by air, all as 

determined by the authority, which determination shall be final and 

not subject to review; such projects for the transportation of persons 

or property by air are authorized to assist state and local governments 

to secure adequate systems of transportation of passengers for hire 

as authorized by law and for the development of trade, commerce, 

industry, and employment opportunities; and such projects for the 

transportation of persons or property by air may be undertaken to the 

same extent and on the same conditions as otherwise provided in this 

chapter for other facilities, except that such projects may be 

authorized only for air transportation systems which are not eligible to 

receive subsidies from the federal government at the time the project 

is undertaken, only where the corporate headquarters, the general 

maintenance, repair, support, and communication facilities, the 

general reservations, scheduling, and dispatch facilities, and the 

personal residence of the majority of the employees are all located 

within the geographic jurisdiction of the authority, and only if the 

aircraft are routinely dispatched from and returned to the geographic 

jurisdiction of the authority, provided that the operation of flight 

equipment and incidental ground support facilities and equipment 

and the location of employees of such a project outside of the 

geographic jurisdiction of the authority shall not be prohibited if the 

conditions specified in this subparagraph are met; and provided, 

further, that no city, county, political subdivision, or any development 

authority may ever operate any such facility and the same must be 

acquired and operated by a private company or individual who shall 

guarantee the repayment of any obligations assumed, who shall be 

fully responsible for all operating expenses and losses, and who shall 

be taxable as any other private undertaking would be; 

o (H) The acquisition, construction, improvement, or modification of any 

property, real or personal, which shall be suitable for or used as or in 

connection with: 
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 (i) Sports facilities, including private training and related office 

and other facilities when authorized by the governing authority 

of the political subdivision or municipal corporation in which the 

facility is to be constructed and maintained if such sports 

facilities promote trade, commerce, industry, and employment 

opportunities by hosting regional, state-wide, or national events; 

 (ii) Convention or trade show facilities; 

 (iii) Airports, docks, wharves, mass commuting facilities, parking 

facilities, or storage or training facilities directly related to any of 

the foregoing; 

 (iv) Facilities for the local furnishing of electric energy or gas; 

 (v) Facilities for the furnishing of water, if available, on 

reasonable demand to members of the general public; 

 (vi) Hotel and motel facilities for lodging which also may provide 

meals, provided that such facilities are constructed in 

connection with and adjacent to convention, sports, or trade 

show facilities. No project as defined by this division shall be 

exempt from any ad valorem taxation; and 

 (vii) Amphitheaters with seating capacity exceeding 1,000 

patrons and any facilities directly related to the operation of 

such amphitheaters, if such amphitheaters promote trade, 

commerce, industry, and employment opportunities by hosting 

regional, state-wide, or national events; 

o (I) The acquisition or development of land as the site for an industrial 

park, provided that for purposes of this subparagraph, the term 

"development of land" includes the provision of water, sewage, 

drainage, or similar facilities or transportation, power, or 

communication facilities which are incidental to use of the site as an 

industrial park but, except with respect to such facilities, does not 

include the provision of structures or buildings; 

o (J) The acquisition, construction, leasing, or financing of: 

 (i) An office building facility and related real and personal 

property for use by any business enterprise or charitable 

corporation, association, or similar entity which will further the 

development of trade, commerce, industry, or employment 

opportunities in this state and which shall be adjacent to or 

used in conjunction with any other existing or proposed project 

defined in this paragraph, which existing or proposed project is 

located within the area of operation of the authority and which 
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is used or intended to be used by such business enterprise or 

charitable corporation, association, or similar entity; or 

 (ii) A separate office building facility and related real and 

personal property for use by any business enterprise or 

charitable corporation, association, or similar entity which will 

further the development of trade, commerce, industry, or 

employment opportunities in this state. 

No such office building facility as defined in this subparagraph 

shall be undertaken by an authority unless the authority 

determines that the business enterprise or charitable 

corporation, association, or similar entity to use such facility will 

be the primary tenant; 

o (K) Any one or more buildings or structures used or to be used as a 

skilled nursing home or intermediate care home subject to regulation 

and licensure by the Department of Community Health and all 

necessary, convenient, or related interests in land, machinery, 

apparatus, appliances, equipment, furnishings, appurtenances, site 

preparation, landscaping, and physical amenities; 

o (K.1) The provision of financing to property owners for the purpose of 

installing or modifying improvements to their property in order to 

reduce the energy or water consumption on such property or to install 

an improvement to such property that produces energy from 

renewable resources; 

o (L) The acquisition, construction, design, engineering, improvement, 

leasing, maintenance, modification, rebuilding, and repair of any 

facilities and any property utilized in connection with a community 

antenna television system or any combination of the foregoing, 

including all necessary or useful land or rights in land and all 

necessary or useful furnishings, machinery, vehicles, equipment, and 

parking facilities, all as determined by the authority, which 

determination shall be final and not subject to review; such projects 

are authorized to promote the expansion and development of the 

cable communication industry, to enhance employment opportunities 

throughout this state, and to encourage local origination programming 

by community antenna television systems on one or more channels, to 

include, but not be limited to, public access, government, and 

education programs; and the installation of such community antenna 
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television systems shall not occur in areas adequately served by 

private enterprise; 

o (M) The acquisition, construction, equipping, improvement, 

modification, or expansion of any property, real or personal, for use as 

or in connection with research and development facilities. As used in 

this subparagraph, the term "research and development facilities" 

means any property used in whole or in substantial part in conducting 

basic and applied research for commercial, industrial, or governmental 

institutions in connection with institutions of higher education, which 

research is determined by the authority to contribute to the 

development and promotion of trade, commerce, industry, and 

employment opportunities for the public good and general welfare in 

furtherance of the purposes for which the authority was created. The 

authority's determination as to such matters shall be final and not 

subject to review; and 

o (N) The acquisition, construction, installation, modification, renovation, 

or rehabilitation of land, interests in land, buildings, structures, 

facilities, or other improvements and the acquisition, installation, 

modification, renovation, rehabilitation, or furnishing of fixtures, 

machinery, equipment, furniture, or other property of any nature 

whatsoever used on, in, or in connection with any such land, interest in 

land, building, structure, facility, or other improvement, all for the 

essential public purpose of the development of trade, commerce, 

industry, and employment opportunities. A project may be for any 

industrial, commercial, business, office, parking, public, or other use, 

provided that a majority of the members of the authority determines, 

by a duly adopted resolution, that the project and such use thereof 

would further the public purpose of this chapter. 

Amended by 2010 Ga. Laws 415,§ 2, eff. 7/1/2010. 

Amended by 2009 Ga. Laws 102,§ 1-4, eff. 7/1/2009. 

Amended by 2003 Ga. Laws 100, § 1, eff. 7/1/2003. 

 

 

105



2024 CODE OF GEORGIA 

Title 36 - LOCAL GOVERNMENT (§§ 36-1-1 — 36-93-1) 

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO COUNTIES AND MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (§§ 

36-60-1 — 36-76-11) 

Chapter 62 - DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-19) 

Article 1 - [GENERAL PROVISIONS] (§§ 36-62-1 — 36-62-14) 

Section 36-62-2.1 - Definitions related to financing for qualifying 

improvements 

Universal Citation: 

GA Code § 36-62-2.1 (2024) 

As used in this chapter, the term: 

 (1) "Assessment" means a special assessment imposed by a participating 

local government pursuant to Article 2 of this chapter. 

 (2) "Assessment agreement" means an agreement between an authority and 

a qualifying property owner in which, among other things, the authority 

agrees to pay the costs of qualifying improvements and the qualifying 

property owner voluntarily requests assessments to be imposed by the 

participating local government on the qualifying property. 

 (3) "Assessment financing" means the financing or refinancing of qualifying 

improvements. 

 (4) "Capital provider" means a private entity or its designee, successor, or 

assign that purchases an obligation of an authority pursuant to this article. 

 (5) "Cost of the qualifying improvements" or "cost of any qualifying 

improvement" means and includes: 

o (A) All costs of acquisition (by purchase or otherwise), construction, 

assembly, installation, modification, renovation, or rehabilitation 

incurred in connection with any qualifying improvement or any part of 

any qualifying improvement; 

o (B) All costs of real property, fixtures, or materials used in or in 

connection with or necessary for any qualifying improvement or for 

any facilities related thereto, including, but not limited to, the cost of 

all easements, rights, improvements, water rights, connections for 

utility services, fees, franchises, permits, approvals, licenses, and 
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certificates; the cost of securing any such franchises, permits, 

approvals, licenses, or certificates; and the cost of preparation of any 

application therefor and the cost of all labor and materials used in or 

in connection with or necessary for any qualifying improvement; 

o (C) All financing charges and loan fees and all interest on revenue 

bonds, notes, or other obligations of an authority that accrues or is 

paid prior to and during the period of construction of a qualifying 

improvement and during such additional period as the authority may 

reasonably determine to be necessary to place such qualifying 

improvement in operation; 

o (D) All costs of engineering, architectural, and legal services and all 

expenses incurred by engineers, architects, and attorneys in 

connection with any qualifying improvement; 

o (E) All expenses for inspection and any third-party review or 

verification fees; 

o (F) All fees of fiscal agents, paying agents, and trustees for 

bondholders under any trust agreement, indenture of trust, or similar 

instrument or agreement; all expenses incurred by any such fiscal 

agents, paying agents, and trustees; and all other costs and expenses 

incurred relative to the issuance of any revenue bonds, notes, or other 

obligations for any qualifying improvement, including capital 

provider's fees; 

o (G) All fees of any type charged by an authority in connection with any 

qualifying improvement; 

o (H) All expenses necessary or incidental to determining the feasibility 

or practicability of any qualifying improvement; 

o (I) All costs of plans and specifications for any qualifying improvement; 

o (J) Repayment of any loans made for the advance payment of any part 

of any of the foregoing costs, including interest thereon and any other 

expenses of such loans; 

o (K) Administrative expenses of the authority and such other expenses 

as may be necessary or incidental to any qualifying improvement or 

the financing thereof or the placing of any qualifying improvement in 

operation; and 

o (L) The establishment of a fund or funds for the creation of a debt 

service reserve, a renewal and replacement reserve, or such other 

funds or reserves, including for ad valorem taxes and insurance, as the 

authority may approve with respect to the financing and operation of 

any qualifying improvement and as may be authorized by any bond 
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resolution, trust agreement, indenture of trust, or similar instrument 

or agreement pursuant to the provisions of which the issuance of any 

revenue bonds, notes, or other obligations of the authority may be 

authorized. 

Any cost, obligation, or expense incurred for any of the foregoing 

purposes shall be a part of such defined term and may be paid or 

reimbursed as such out of proceeds of revenue bonds, notes, or other 

obligations issued by the authority. 

 (6) "Financing application" means an application submitted to an authority or 

program administrator to demonstrate that the proposed improvements 

qualify for financing pursuant to a program. 

 (7) "Intergovernmental assessment agreement" means a contract entered 

into pursuant to Article IX, Section III, Paragraph I of the Constitution of 

Georgia between a county or a municipal corporation, as party of the first 

part, and an authority, as party of the second part, pursuant to which the 

county or municipal corporation agrees to make payments to the authority, 

the sole source of which shall be assessments and no other public moneys, 

to furnish financial assistance to aid in the planning, undertaking, or carrying 

out of a qualifying improvement. 

 (8) "Participating local government" means a municipal corporation or a 

county that enters into an intergovernmental assessment agreement with an 

authority. 

 (9) "Program" means a commercial property assessed conservation, energy, 

and resiliency program established by an authority. 

 (10) "Program administrator" means any official or agency designated by an 

authority to administer a program or a private and independent third party 

designated by an authority to administer a program, provided that the 

administration procedures used conform to the requirements of this article. 

 (11) "Program guidebook" means a comprehensive document that 

establishes appropriate guidelines, specifications, approval criteria, and 

other standard forms consistent with administering a program and not 

detailed in this article, including forms for an assessment agreement, notice 

of assessment, and financing application. 
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 (12) "Qualifying improvement" means a permanently affixed energy 

efficiency improvement, renewable energy improvement, water conservation 

improvement, or resiliency improvement installed on qualifying property as 

part of the construction or renovation of the qualifying property. 

 (13) "Qualifying property" means privately owned or leased commercial, 

industrial, or agricultural real property or multifamily residential real 

property with five or more dwelling units. 

 (14) "Resiliency improvement" means any improvement to qualifying 

property intended to increase resilience and improve durability of such 

property, including, but not limited to, seismic retrofits, flood mitigation, fire 

suppression, wind resistance, energy storage, microgrids, and backup power 

generation. 

Added by 2024 Ga. Laws 494,§ 3, eff. 4/25/2024. 

 

109


	Top
	Item #6.	2026-01-20 BOC Consent Agenda
	DRAFT 12-16-2025 BOC Minutes
	Agenda Item for Alcohol Licenses 01-20-2026

	Item #7.	2026-01-20 BOC Vice Chair
	2-36 Vice Chair

	Item #8.	2026-01-20 BOC EPWSA Appointments
	Chart of Applicants for EPWSA
	2026-01-20 William Spani Application_Redacted
	2026-01-20 Jay Bowden Application_Redacted
	2026-01-20 David Stickley Application_Redacted
	EPWSA-regular term
	Eatonton-Putnam Water and Sewer Authority Members_Redacted

	Item #9.	2026-01-20 BOC MOU - Extension Services
	MOU Board of Regents UGA Extension2

	Item #10.	2026-01-20 BOC Resolution - Qualifying Fees
	20260120 Election Qualifying Fees Resolution and Exhibit
	20251222 Qualifying Fees Memo

	Item #11.	2026-01-20 BOC Resolution - ORR Officer
	20260120 Open Records Officer Resolution
	2012-05-15 Resolution Naming Open Records Officer

	Item #12.	2026-01-20 Chapter 46-No Trucks
	260120 Proposed Chapter 46 Revisions-Truck RoutesAN

	Item #13.	2026-01-20 BOC Ordinance Changes - Ch. 2
	251125 Proposed Chapter 2 Revisions

	Item #14.	2026-01-20 BOC Amend Minutes
	Request to Amend Minutes
	2025-12-05 BOC Minutes Vargo comments

	Item #15.	2026-01-20 BOC Discussion to Rescind CPACER Motion
	2025-12-16 Resolution to Establish and Approve the Implementation of the C-PACER Program
	SH Discussion CPACER Codes

	Bottom



