
 

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to continue the meeting to another time and place in the event the number of people in attendance at the 
meeting, including the Board of Commissioners, staff, and members of the public exceeds the legal limits.  The meeting cannot be closed to the public 

except by a majority vote of a quorum present for the meeting.  The board can vote to go into an executive session on a legally exempt matter during a 

public meeting even if not advertised or listed on the agenda.  Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them 
to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the 

ADA Compliance Officer, at least three business days in advance of the meeting at 706-485-2776 to allow the County to make reasonable 

accommodations for those persons. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Agenda 

Friday, March 7, 2025 ◊ 10:00 AM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order  

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Invocation - Rev. Avis Williams 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (RG) 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
5. Public Comments 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - February 18, 2025 (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of 2025 Alcohol Licenses (staff-CC) 

7. Appeal by Ann Foster of the Planning & Zoning Commission decision to grant sideline setback 

at 407 E. Riverbend Drive (staff-P&D) 

8. Approval of 2026 Budget & 2025 Mill Rate Schedule (staff-Finance) 

9. Submission of Names for Appointment to the Hospital Authority-Post 1 (staff-CC) 

10. Appointments to the Board of Assessors (staff-CC) 

 

Reports/Announcements 
11. County Manager Report 

12. County Attorney Report 

13. Commissioner Announcements 

 

Closing 
14. Adjournment 
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File Attachments for Item:

6. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes - February 18, 2025 (staff-CC)

b. Approval of 2025 Alcohol Licenses (staff-CC)
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Minutes 

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 ◊ 6:00 PM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 

approximately 6:00 PM in the Putnam County Administration Building, 117 Putnam Drive, 

Room 203, Eatonton, Georgia. 

 

PRESENT  

Chairman Bill Sharp 

Commissioner Tom McElhenney 

Commissioner Richard Garrett 

Commissioner Steve Hersey 

Commissioner Jeff Wooten 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

County Attorney Associate Simon Williams 

County Manager Paul Van Haute 

County Clerk Lynn Butterworth 

Deputy County Clerk Mercy Fluker 

 

Opening 

1. Welcome - Call to Order 

Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. 

(Copy of agenda made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve the agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

3. Invocation  

Rev. Dylan L. Bowden, Associate Pastor & Minister of Music, First Baptist Church of Eatonton 

was unable to be here. Planning and Development Director Lisa Jackson gave the invocation.  

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (TM) 

Commissioner McElhenney led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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Zoning Public Hearing 
5. Request by Henry E. Bowden, agent for Henry D. Bowden to rezone .37 acres at 100 Angeline 

Circle from R-2 to R-1. [Map 111A, Parcel 100, District 4] (staff-P&D) 

REQUEST TO WITHDRAW WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

No one signed in to speak for or against. 

Motion to approve request for withdrawal without prejudice for the request by Henry E. 

Bowden, agent for Henry D. Bowden to rezone .37 acres at 100 Angeline Circle from R-2 to 

R-1. [Map 111A, Parcel 100, District 4]. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
6. Public Comments 

Ms. Jennifer Ray commented on rezoning changes and creating a committee to keep Putnam 

County beautiful. 

Ms. Erin Olsen agreed with Ms. Jennifer Ray’s comments regarding rezoning and commented on 

creating an ordinance for developers and standards for businesses in Putnam County to look a 

certain way. 

 

7. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes-February 5, 2025 Work Session (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of Minutes-February 7, 2025 Regular Business Meeting (staff-CC) 

c. Approval of 2025 Alcohol Licenses (staff-CC) 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of alcohol licenses made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

8. Report from Jimmy Davis Park Partnership Advisory Council 

Ms. Janie Reid presented the report from the Jimmy Davis Park Partnership Advisory Council. 

Committee members, Ms. Annie Bishop and Mr. Sidney Jackson, were present in the audience. 

The council’s next meeting is currently scheduled for March 11, 2025 but needs to be 

rescheduled. A new date will be announced soon.  

(Copy of handout made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

9. Submission of Names for Appointment to the Hospital Authority-Post 3 (staff-CC) 

Motion to submit Jeff Hodge, Lou Benjamin, and Charlene Swain for appointment to the 

Hospital Authority-Post 3. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 
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10. Approval of Right-of-Way Permit Request by AT&T for work on Harmony Road (staff-PW) 

Public Works Office Manager Rindi Daniel explained the request. 

Motion to approve the Right-of-Way Permit Request by AT&T for work on Harmony 

Road. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Garrett. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of permit made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

11. Authorization for Chairman to sign a letter to the City of Eatonton to discuss SPLOST #10 

projects (staff-CM) 

County Manager Van Haute explained the necessary step to schedule a kickoff meeting to 

discuss SPLOST #10 projects, and that no bond market will be needed this time. 

Commissioner Hersey requested a detailed discussion of projects at the meeting instead of the 

generic ideas presented last time. 

Motion to authorize Chairman to sign a letter to the City of Eatonton to discuss SPLOST 

#10 projects. 

Motion made by Commissioner Garrett, Seconded by Commissioner Wooten. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of letter made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

Reports/Announcements 
12. County Manager Report 

County Manager Van Haute commented that Public Works, Fire, EMS, and the Sheriff’s Office 

responded to the wind storm that created havoc over the weekend, and appreciates the hard work; 

extends a job well done to the Sheriff’s Office and Putnam County Fire trying to recover the 

missing body in the lake, and sends prayers to the family. 

 

13. County Attorney Report 

No report.  

 

14. Commissioner Announcements 

Commissioner McElhenney: no announcements. 

 

Commissioner Garrett: encouraged people to buy tickets for The Color Purple at the Plaza, 

February 22, 23, 27, 28. 

 

Commissioner Hersey: no announcements. 

 

Commissioner Wooten: thanked Public Works for cleaning up the county roads, they look better 

than state roads outside of the county; proud of Frazier and his crew, Fire and Rescue, and 

whoever it took did a great job making the county look good; thanks to Janie Reid and the 

committee for understanding business and appreciates their patience, interest, and time. 

 

Chairman Sharp: thanked Public Works for cleaning up the roads from the storm. 
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Closing 
15. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner McElhenney, Seconded by Commissioner Hersey. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Garrett, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 6:51 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Lynn Butterworth      B. W. “Bill” Sharp 

County Clerk       Chairman 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

Office of the County Clerk 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

706-485-5826 (main office) ◊ 706-485-1877 (direct line) ◊ 706-923-2345 (fax) 

lbutterworth@putnamcountyga.us ◊ www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

Approval of 2025 Alcohol Licenses 

 
The following alcohol license applications (which are available for review in 

the County Clerk’s office) have been approved by the Sheriff, Fire Marshal 
and/or Building Inspector, and Tax Commissioner and are ready for BOC 

approval: 
 

Individual 

Name 

Business Name Address License Type 

Margaret A. 

Teufel 
Bruzze Brewery 

170 Scott Road 

Suite 2 

Eatonton, GA 

31024 

Temporary Caterer 

Anila Ali 

KSM Investments 

dba/Long Shoals 

Country Store 

1093 Sparta 

Highway 

Eatonton, GA 

31024 

Retail Beer/Wine 

Jyotiben Patel 

Tartam LLC 

dba/Casey’s Food 

Mart 

406 Pea Ridge 

Road Eatonton, 

GA 31024 

Retail Beer/Wine 

Scott Giacomelli 

Sinclair Marina, 

LLC dba/The Grill 

at Crooked Creek 

208 Crooked 

Creek Drive, 

Suite A 

Eatonton, GA 

31024 

Pouring 

Scott Giacomelli 

Sinclair Marina, 

LLC dba/Crooked 

Creek Marina 

208 Crooked 

Creek Drive, 

Suite B 

Eatonton, GA 

31024 

Retail Beer/Wine 

 
 

7

mailto:lbutterworth@putnamcountyga.us
http://www.putnamcountyga.us/


File Attachments for Item:

7. Appeal by Ann Foster of the Planning & Zoning Commission decision to grant sideline setback at 407 

E. Riverbend Drive (staff-P&D)
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DETAIL VIEW
SCALE: 1" = 10'

SYMBOL QTY BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE REMARKS

TREES

12 Thuja occidentalis `Smaragd` / Emerald Green Arborvitae 10 gal.

SYMBOL QTY BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE SPACING REMARKS

SHRUBS
3 Rosmarinus officinalis / Rosemary 1 gal. 36" o.c.

GROUND COVERS
306 Ophiopogon japonicus `Nanusf` / Dwarf Mondo Grass 4" pot 6" o.c.

28 Stachys byzantina `Silky Fleece` / Lamb`s Ear 1 qt. 18" o.c.

PLANT SCHEDULE
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File Attachments for Item:

8. Approval of 2026 Budget & 2025 Mill Rate Schedule (staff-Finance)
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                       2026 Budget & 2025 Mill Rate Schedule (Fiscal Year Oct. 2025 – Sept. 2026)  

                        May                                                  June     

                  

                              

   

   

   

                 

 

July                                                             August/September                                   

   
        

 

 

 

 

                     
Meetings dates are in green, other major dates are in yellow.                             

 
May 9   - Assessment notices mailed by Tax Assessor’s Office 
May 26 - Distribute budget packages 
June 23 - Last day to appeal assessments (45 days after estimated mailing date) 
June 23 - Budget packages due to the Finance Department 
June 27 - Preliminary digest submitted to Finance Department 
                                                      

July 3 -   Advertise budget work sessions                                     
July 11 - Budget requests submitted to the Board of Commissioners 
July 16 - First budget work session 
July 18 - First budget work session continued and guidance to staff on proposed budget 
July 24 – Advertise first mill rate public hearing 
July 29-  Proposed budget submitted to the Board of Commissioners 
July 31 - Advertise proposed budget, public hearing on budget, and meeting to adopt budget  

August 1 - Second budget work session (for comments from departments on proposed budget) and 
                   first mill rate public hearing 
August 7 - Advertise second mill rate public hearing 
August 19 -   Public Hearing on budget (with regular meeting) and Second mill rate public hearing 
August 21 -   Advertise final public hearing on mill rate, 5 Year History of Mill Rate, and meeting to adopt budget 
August 29 -   Adopt budget  

September 5 - Final (third) public hearing on mill rate & Adopt mill rate. 
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File Attachments for Item:

9. Submission of Names for Appointment to the Hospital Authority-Post 1 (staff-CC)
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Applicants for Hospital Authority of Putnam County                                                                 3/3/2025

NAME ADDRESS POST OCCUPATION EDUCATION GOV'T EXPERIENCE
APPLICATION 

DATE

Lou Benjamin 127 Blue Heron Drive 1 Retired

B.A. with double major 

in Psychology and 

Political Science None 2/3/2025

Charlene Swain 203 Loblolly Drive 1

Registered 

Nurse

Registered nurse for 

greater than 20 years None 2/3/2025

Phillip Ethridge 107 North Hidden Lake Drive 1

Emergency 

Services

Highschool diploma and 

4 year degree from 

University of Georgia

15 year retired Fireman of 

Putnam County and currently 

work for Putnam County EMS-

21 years total 6/6/2024

Rachel Deraney 

Harvey 120 Chandler Drive 1 Self-employed

Bachelor of Science in 

Mechanical Engineering 

from Georgia Institute of 

Technology

Currently serving on the 

boards of Eatonton Main 

Street and Putnam General 

Hospital Foundation 1/15/2025

There are 2 vacancies left - working on Post 1 now

Billy Webster Resigned 9-13-2024

Need three names to submit to Hospital Authority

Page 1 of 1
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
706-485-5826 

www.putnamcountyga.us 
 
 

NOTICE 
 
The Putnam County Board of Commissioners is seeking Putnam County 
residents interested in serving on the Hospital Authority of Putnam 
County.  There are two vacant positions, Post 3 and Post 4.   
 
Interested persons should submit an application to the Putnam County 
Board of Commissioners, 117 Putnam Drive, Suite A, Eatonton, Georgia 
31024. Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled.  The board 
application form can be found on the county website at 
www.putnamcountyga.us (in the “How Do I”) section or by calling the above 
number. 
 
 
03/14/2024 & 03/21/2024 
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4 year terms                                                                        Last Updated 1/31/2025 

Recommended by BOC and appointed by Hospital Authority 

HOSPITAL AUTHORITY 

MEMBER             TERM EXPIRES 

 

Billy Webster (resigned 09-13-24)   Post 1       2/28/2026 

116 N. Little River Court 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

 

J T (Jerry) Gregory Jr. - Chairman   Post 2       2/28/2026 

858 Oak Street 

P. O. Box 3355 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

 

Jeff Hodge      Post 3      2/28/2024 

282 W. River Bend Drive 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

 

Tom Thompson     Post 4       2/28/2024 

103 Greensboro Road 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

 

Rebecca C. Rocker          Post 5      2/28/2027 

301 Carriage Way 

Eatonton, GA 31024 

 

 

 

Georgia Benjamin-Smith    Post 6       2/28/2027 

403 Willie Bailey Street 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

  

Robert D. Betzel, D.D.S.    Post 7       2/28/2025 

408 N. Madison Avenue 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

 

Richard Garrett     BOC Liaison   12/31/2028 

Tom McElhenney     BOC Liaison   12/31/2028 
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File Attachments for Item:

10. Appointments to the Board of Assessors (staff-CC)
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Applicants for Board of Assessors  3/3/2025

NAME ADDRESS DISTRICT

AT 

LEAST 

AGE 21 

HIGH SCHOOL 

DIPLOMA OR 

EQUIVALENT

DATE 

APPLICATION 

RECEIVED

Shona L. Bales 154 Harbor Drive 3 Yes Yes 1/25/2025

Evan Reese

122 S. Leisure Lane, 

Milledgeville Yes Yes 1/27/2025

There are two vacancies:

Shona Bales Term Expired 2/3/2025 Need to fill a full four-year term

Evan Reese Term Expired 2/3/2025

Page 1 of 1
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Board of Assessors

MEMBER TERM BEGINS TERM EXPIRES

Shona Bales* 7/1/2022 2/3/2025

154 Harbor Drive

Eatonton, GA  31024

John L. Richter 11/18/2021 11/17/2025

142 Tanglewood Road SW

Eatonton, GA  31024

Evan Reese 2/3/2021 2/3/2025

122 S. Leisure Lane

Milledgeville, GA  31061

Virginia M. Daley 7/1/2022 7/1/2026

201 E. Magnolia Street

Eatonton, GA  31024

Shelby J. Storey, Chair 2022 3/21/2024 3/20/2028

169 Cedar Cove Drive

Buckhead, GA  30625

*to fill the unexpired term of John Chaklos/Kelley Chitwood

4 year terms (effective 3/97)

Appointed by BOC

Need to be sworn in by Clerk of Court

Need to provide information to HR

Need to prepare resolution for DOR Last Updated 6/21/2024
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