
 

The Board of Commissioners reserves the right to continue the meeting to another time and place in the event the number of people in attendance at the 

meeting, including the Board of Commissioners, staff, and members of the public exceeds the legal limits.  The meeting cannot be closed to the public 
except by a majority vote of a quorum present for the meeting.  The board can vote to go into an executive session on a legally exempt matter during a 

public meeting even if not advertised or listed on the agenda.  Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them 

to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities are required to contact the 
ADA Compliance Officer, at least three business days in advance of the meeting at 706-485-2776 to allow the County to make reasonable 

accommodations for those persons. 
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Agenda 

Friday, January 3, 2025 ◊ 10:00 AM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Invocation - Chairman Bill Sharp 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (staff) 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
5. Public Comments 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - December 17, 2024 Regular Meeting 

7. Appeal by Ann Foster of the Planning & Zoning Commission decision to grant sideline setback 

at 407 E. Riverbend Drive (staff-P&D) 

8. Request from LA Development LLC for Revised Final Plat Subdivision Approval for Overlook 

at Pea Ridge (staff-P&D) 

9. Report from Putnam Development Authority 

10. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolutions for the Tax Commissioner's office (staff-Tax 

Comm) 

a. Resolution for Authority for the Tax Commissioner to Receive Funds 

b. Resolution for Establishing Tax Due Date 

c. Resolution for the Waiver of Penalties and Interest on Unpaid Ad Valorem Taxes 

11. Authorization for Chairman to sign ACCG Defined Benefit Plan Resolution (staff-CM) 

12. Discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a Recreation Authority (staff-CM) 

13. Approval of Certification of Road Abandonment for a portion of Napier Mill Road (staff-CC) 

14. Appointment to the Eatonton-Putnam County Library Board (staff-CC) 

15. Discussion and possible action regarding Facebook Live Streaming of BOC Meetings (staff-

CM) 

 

Reports/Announcements 
16. County Manager Report 

17. County Attorney Report 

18. Commissioner Announcements 

 

Closing 
19. Adjournment 
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File Attachments for Item:

6. Consent Agenda

a. Approval of Minutes - December 17, 2024 Regular Meeting
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PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 
 

Minutes 

Tuesday, December 17, 2024 ◊ 6:00 PM 

Putnam County Administration Building – Room 203 

 

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, December 17, 2024 at 

approximately 6:00 PM in the Putnam County Administration Building, 117 Putnam Drive, 

Room 203, Eatonton, Georgia. 

 

PRESENT  

Chairman Bill Sharp 

Commissioner Tom McElhenney 

Commissioner Daniel Brown 

Commissioner Steve Hersey 

Commissioner Jeff Wooten 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

County Attorney Adam Nelson 

County Manager Paul Van Haute 

County Clerk Lynn Butterworth 

 

 

Opening 
1. Welcome - Call to Order 

Chairman Sharp called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m. 

(Copy of agenda made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion to approve the Agenda. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner Brown. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 
 

3. Invocation 

Pastor Brandon Walton, Bible Fellowship Church, was unable to attend the meeting due to a 

death in his family.  County Attorney Nelson gave the invocation. 

 

4. Pledge of Allegiance (JW) 

Commissioner Wooten led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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5. Special Presentation - Retirement Proclamation - Darren Alford 

The commissioners presented a proclamation and gift card to Darren Alford congratulating him 

on his retirement. 

 

Zoning Public Hearing 
6. Request by William R. Jerles Jr., agent for Danny Copelan, Uyvonna Copelan, and Drew 

Copelan, to rezone 150 acres at 612 Sparta Highway from AG to C-2 [Map 092, Part of 

Parcel 017, District 2] (staff-P&D) 

Mr. Billy Jerles spoke in support of this request.  No one signed in to speak against this item. 

Planning and Development staff recommendation was for approval to rezone 150 acres at 612 

Sparta Highway from AG to C-2 with the following conditions: 

1. Use of the property shall be limited to a utility facility, which shall conform to the 

applicant’s submitted concept plan.  

2. All utility vehicles and equipment must be stored in an enclosed building or a designated 

screened parking lot.  

3. This rezoning approval shall be conditioned upon the resurveying and recordation in the 

Superior Court of Putnam County of an accurate plat within 60 days of approval by the 

board of commissioners. A copy of the recorded plat shall be filed with the planning and 

development department director. Failure to file a plat pursuant to this subsection shall 

have the effect of invalidating the rezoning action as stated in Section 66-165(e)(3) of the 

Putnam County Code of Ordinances.  

Motion to approve the request by William R. Jerles Jr., agent for Danny Copelan, Uyvonna 

Copelan, and Drew Copelan, to rezone 150 acres at 612 Sparta Highway from AG to C-2 

[Map 092, Part of Parcel 017, District 2] with the following conditions: 

1. Use of the property shall be limited to a utility facility, which shall conform to the 

applicant’s submitted concept plan.  

2. All utility vehicles and equipment must be stored in an enclosed building or a 

designated screened parking lot.  

3. This rezoning approval shall be conditioned upon the resurveying and recordation 

in the Superior Court of Putnam County of an accurate plat within 60 days of 

approval by the board of commissioners. A copy of the recorded plat shall be filed 

with the planning and development department director. Failure to file a plat 

pursuant to this subsection shall have the effect of invalidating the rezoning action 

as stated in Section 66-165(e)(3) of the Putnam County Code of Ordinances.  

Motion made by Commissioner Brown, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

Regular Business Meeting 
7. Public Comments 

Ms. Barbara Vargo commented on decision making. 
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8. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of Minutes - December 6, 2024 Regular Meeting (staff-CC) 

b. Approval of Minutes - December 6, 2024 Executive Session (staff-CC) 

c. Approval of 2024 Alcohol License for Pals Watering Hole (staff-CC) 

Motion to approve the Consent Agena. 

Motion made by Commissioner Brown, Seconded by Commissioner Hersey. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

(Copy of alcohol license made a part of the minutes on minute book page __________.) 

 

9. Chairman's Appointment to the Jimmy Davis Park Partnership Advisory Council (DB) 

Chairman Sharp appointed Mr. Sidney Jackson to the Jimmy Davis Park Partnership Advisory 

Council based on Commissioner Brown’s recommendation. 

 

10. Authorization for Chairman to sign 2025 Contract between Putnam County and Eatonton-

Putnam Chamber of Commerce dba/Visit Eatonton (staff-CM) 

County Manager Van Haute advised that the proposed new contract had been changed to a 45% 

to the Chamber/55% to the County split. 

County Attorney Nelson reminded the board that they recently changed the ordinances to follow 

state law. 

 

Motion to approve the 2025 Contract between Putnam County and Eatonton-Putnam 

Chamber of Commerce dba/Visit Eatonton as presented. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Chairman Sharp. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner Hersey 

Voting Nay: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Wooten 

 

Motion to approve the 2025 Contract between Putnam County and Eatonton-Putnam 

Chamber of Commerce dba/Visit Eatonton at a 60% to the Chamber/40% to the County 

split with a decrease to the Chamber’s percentage each year until it reaches 45%. 

Motion made by Commissioner Brown.  No second received.  Motion failed for lack of a 

second. 

 

Motion to approve the 2025 Contract between Putnam County and Eatonton-Putnam 

Chamber of Commerce dba/Visit Eatonton and follow state law with a 58% to the 

Chamber/42% to the County split for one year. 

Motion made by Commissioner Wooten, Seconded by Commissioner Brown.   

 

Motion amended to end the contract on September 30, 2025. 

Amended motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Chairman Sharp 

Voting Yea: Commissioner Hersey 

Voting Nay: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Wooten 

Amended motion failed. 
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Vote on original motion to approve the 2025 Contract between Putnam County and 

Eatonton-Putnam Chamber of Commerce dba/Visit Eatonton and follow state law with a 

58% to the Chamber/42% to the County split for one year. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Wooten 

Voting Nay: Commissioner Hersey 

 

Current Chamber of Commerce President Maggie Milner introduced her replacement, Mr. 

Robbie King, who will take over the position on January 17, 2025. 

 

11. Appeal by John Crochet of Short Term Rental License Decision (staff-CC) 

Mr. Sam Crochet and his sister Stacia Crochet advised that county staff refused their 2024 STR 

license at 114 Winding River Road and provided handouts to the board explaining what 

happened. 

Motion to uphold the appeal by John Crochet of Short Term Rental License decision and 

allow them to apply by December 31, 2024. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner Brown. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Hersey 

Voting Nay: Commissioner Wooten 
(Copy of documents made a part of the minutes on minute book pages __________ to 

__________.) 

 

12. Awarding of Solicitation 24-42001-002 2024 Putnam County SPLOST Road Resurfacing 

(staff-CM) 

County Manager Van Haute reported that three bids were received with the lowest bidder being 

Pittman Construction Company in the amount of $15,099,945.15.  He further advised that he will 

be asking each district commissioner for additional miles of roads since this bid is lower than the 

bond amount that was issued. 

Motion to award Solicitation 24-42001-002 2024 Putnam County SPLOST Road 

Resurfacing to Pittman Construction Company in the amount of $15,099,945.15.  

Motion made by Commissioner Brown, Seconded by Commissioner Hersey. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 
 

Reports/Announcements 
13. County Manager Report 

County Manager Van Haute reported the following: 

 Reminder of county employees Christmas lunch tomorrow 

 Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and everyone stay safe 

 Ribbon cutting for the new Whataburger is tomorrow 

 

14. County Attorney Report 

County Attorney Nelson wished everyone a Merry Christmas and commented on how much he  

appreciated working with Commissioner Brown. 
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15. Commissioner Announcements 

Commissioner McElhenney:  wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Commissioner Brown: wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and safe travels. 

 

Commissioner Hersey: wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Commissioner Wooten: wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Chairman Sharp: commented to Commissioner Brown that it had been a pleasure serving with 

him and thanked him for his contributions; he wished everyone a Merry Christmas and reminded 

everyone that it was the third week of Advent-Joy. 

 

Executive Session 
16. Enter Executive Session as allowed by O.C.G.A. 50-14-4 for Personnel, Litigation, or Real 

Estate 

Executive Session was not needed. 

 

17. Reopen meeting following Executive Session 

Executive Session was not held. 

 

18. Authorize Chairman to sign Affidavit concerning the subject matter of the closed portion of 

the meeting 

Executive Session was not held. 

 

19. Action, if any, resulting from the Executive Session 

Executive Session was not held. 

 

Closing 
20. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by Commissioner Hersey, Seconded by Commissioner McElhenney. 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McElhenney, Commissioner Brown, Commissioner Hersey, 

Commissioner Wooten 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:09 p.m. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

Lynn Butterworth      B. W. “Bill” Sharp 

County Clerk       Chairman 

 

7



File Attachments for Item:

7. Appeal by Ann Foster of the Planning & Zoning Commission decision to grant sideline setback at 407 

E. Riverbend Drive (staff-P&D)
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File Attachments for Item:

8. Request from LA Development LLC for Revised Final Plat Subdivision Approval for Overlook at Pea 

Ridge (staff-P&D)
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File Attachments for Item:

10. Authorization for Chairman to sign Resolutions for the Tax Commissioner's office (staff-Tax Comm)

a. Resolution for Authority for the Tax Commissioner to Receive Funds

b. Resolution for Establishing Tax Due Date

c. Resolution for the Waiver of Penalties and Interest on Unpaid Ad Valorem Taxes
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A RESOLUTION OF  
PUTNAM COUNTY 

 
 

AUTHORITY FOR TAX COMMISSIONER TO RECEIVE FUNDS 
 
  
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED per O.C.G.A. § 48-5-146, we the Board of Commissioners of Putnam 
County do hereby authorize the Tax Commissioner, Terrell Abernathy, to accept checks, 
credit cards and any form of United States legal tender for all taxes, fees, and licenses 
due their respective office. 
 
 
Resolved this 3rd day of January 2025 
 
 
 
 
BY:   ______________________________________ 
          B.W. “Bill” Sharp, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  __________________________________ 
  Lynn Butterworth, County Clerk 
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RESOLUTION 

 

 

ESTABLISHING TAX DUE DATE 

 

 WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Commissioners (“Board”) is authorized 

pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 48-5-150 to establish the due date for all taxes due the State and County; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to set the due date for property taxes owed the State and 

County to December 1 in each calendar year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Commissioner of Putnam County has approved the Board’s 

decision to set the due date to December 1. 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Commissioners of Putnam County, 

Georgia hereby establishes December 1 of each calendar year as the due date for all taxes due the 

State and County.  
 

  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this ordinance has been duly adopted by the governing authority of 

Putnam County, Georgia on the 3rd day of January 2025.  

 

  

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Chairman B.W. “Bill” Sharp 

       

 

 

__________________________________________ 

      Tax Commissioner Terrell Abernathy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      County Clerk Lynn Butterworth 

 

[Affix County Seal] 
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RESOLUTION 

 

 

WAIVER OF PENALTIES AND INTEREST ON UNPAID AD VALOREM TAXES 

 

Whereas, the Georgia General Assembly has adopted amendments to O.C.G.A. 48-5-242 relating 

to the waiver and / or reduction of penalties and interest due on unpaid ad valorem taxes. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Putnam County Board of Commissioners do hereby 

authorize the Putnam County Tax Commissioner pursuant to O.C.G.A. 48-5-242 and any other 

applicable law to waive unpaid penalties and / or interest on unpaid ad valorem taxes when the 

penalty or interest is less than ten dollars ($10.00). 

 

 

This resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 

 

 

SO RESOLVED, this 3rd day of January 2025. 

 

 

BY:   ______________________________________ 

B.W. “Bill” Sharp, Chairman 

 

 

ATTEST:  __________________________________ 

  Lynn Butterworth, County Clerk 
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11. Authorization for Chairman to sign ACCG Defined Benefit Plan Resolution (staff-CM)

32



                                                                         Resolution 

 

           WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Commissioners (the “Employer”) sponsors the Association County 

Commissioners of Georgia Defined Benefit Plan for Putnam County Employees (the, “Plan”); 

 

             WHEREAS, the Employer makes the Required Contributions to the plan in accordance with the Funding Policy 

maintained by the Board of Trustees for the Association County Commissioners of Georgia Pension Plan and Trust; 

 

             WHEREAS, in the accordance with such Funding Policy, the Employer may use its Accumulated Contribution Credits (if 

any) to partially or fully offset a Required Contribution in any year; and 

 

             WHEREAS, effective with the Plan’s January 1, 2025 funding valuation report, the Accumulated Contribution Credits will 

be decreased if one or both of the following occurs: 

- The funding valuation results in a liability increase of $100,000 or less due to an assumption change. 

- The funding valuation results in an actuarial loss of $100,000 or less. 

 

If one or both of the above occurs, the Accumulated Contribution Credits with be reduced by the amount of the liability 

increase due to the assumption change and/or the actuarial loss.  If the balance of Accumulated Contribution Credits is less 

than the amount of the liability increase, there will be no decrease in the Accumulated Contribution Credits. 

          

             NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Employer hereby approves the election to reduce the Accumulated 

Contribution Credits as described above effective with the 2025 year and thereafter to the extent the Accumulated 

Contribution Credits equal or exceed $100,000. 

 

              BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners of Putnam County, Georgia is hereby 

authorized, empowered and directed to take all further actions and to execute all documents necessary to implement this 

resolution.  

 

               BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any resolution in conflict with this resolution is hereby repealed. 

 

The ____ day of ____________, 2024. 

                                                                                                                PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

                                   By:       

                                                                                                                                        

           Date:       
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13. Approval of Certification of Road Abandonment for a portion of Napier Mill Road (staff-CC)
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CERTIFICATION BY  
PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF DETERMINATION REGARDING ABANDONING 

COUNTY ROAD AND DECLARATION OF ABANDONMENT 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the Putnam County Board of Commissioners has determined that a section of the 
county road system, specifically, a portion of Napier Mill Road more particularly described on a plat of 
survey attached hereto as “Exhibit A” and made a part hereof, has ceased to be used by the public to the 
extent that no substantial public purpose is served by it; and 
 
 WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing with respect to abandoning such public roads has been 
published once a week for a period of two weeks in The Eatonton Messenger which is the newspaper in 
which the sheriff’s advertisements for the county are published; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 6, 2024, a public hearing on such issue was held; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the provisions of OCGA 32-7-2(b)(1), the Putnam County 
Board of Commissioners does hereby certify that it has determined that the portion of Napier Mill Road 
described on “Exhibit A” attached hereto has ceased to be used by the public to the extent that no 
substantial public purpose is served by it.  The Board does hereby direct the County Clerk to record said 
certification in the Board’s minutes, to provide said certification to the property owners located on the 
portion of the roads described on said “Exhibit A”, and to publish notice of said certification in The 
Eatonton Messenger once a week for a period of two weeks. 
 
 The Board does hereby declare that portion of Napier Mill Road described on said “Exhibit A” to 
be abandoned once the requirements of OCGA 32-7-2(b)(1) have been met.  Thereafter that portion of 
roads shall no longer be part of the county road system and the rights of the public in and to the portion 
of the roads as public roads shall cease. 
 
This 3rd day of January 2024. 
 
 
PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
  
B. W. “Bill” Sharp 
Chairman 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Lynn Butterworth 
County Clerk 

35



EXHIBIT "A" 36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



File Attachments for Item:

14. Appointment to the Eatonton-Putnam County Library Board (staff-CC)
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Applicants for Eatonton-Putnam County Library Board                                                                 12/27/2024

NAME ADDRESS DISTRICT BACKGROUND

APPLICATION 

DATE

Rex Bishop 139 Collis Circle 3

Degree in 

business and 

horticulture 

and MBA 12/12/2024

Page 1 of 1
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   PUTNAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

117 Putnam Drive, Suite A ◊ Eatonton, GA  31024 

706-485-5826 

www.putnamcountyga.us 
 

 

N O T I C E 
 

 

 

The Putnam County Board of Commissioners is seeking individuals to serve on 
the Eatonton-Putnam County Library Board.  Candidates must be Putnam 

County residents and willing to serve a six-year term.  As a member of the 
Eatonton-Putnam Board you would also serve on the Azalea Regional Library 

Board of Trustees. 
 

Interested persons should submit an application to the Putnam County Board 
of Commissioners, 117 Putnam Drive, Suite A, Eatonton, Georgia 31024. 

Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled.  The board 

application form can be found on the county website at 
www.putnamcountyga.us (in the “How Do I…” or “Forms & Documents” 

sections) or by calling 706-485-5826. 
 

 
 

 

 

10/03/2024 & 10/10/2024 
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http://www.putnamcountyga.us/


6 year terms         Last Updated 12/27/2024 

New appointees do not fill unexpired terms-they start new 6 year terms from the date of their appointment-per 

Library Constitution and Bylaws – all terms end June 30 regardless of appointment date 

Putnam County has 4 members 

Appointed by BOC 

EATONTON-PUTNAM LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

TRUSTEE              

               TERM 

EXPIRES 

 

Putnam County Appointees: 

 

Pamela (Pam) Atkinson      06/30/2029 

127 Haralson Drive 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

Lynn Hobbs        06/30/2024 

184 Sinclair Circle 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

Gail Farmer        06/30/2026 

101 S. Bay Road, Unit 1004 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

Patricia A. Hurt       06/30/2026 

220 Madelyn Avenue 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

 

City of Eatonton Appointees: 

 

James Michael (Mike) Mize  MOVED BY LIBRARY 06/30/2024 

411 N. Madison Avenue  TO CITY APPOINTEE 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

 

 

Stanley Lines 

Eatonton, GA  31024 

         06/30/2026 
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