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           Town of Paradise 
Planning Director/Noise Control Office 

Meeting Agenda 

2:00 PM – January 29, 2025 
 

Town of Paradise Council Chamber – 5555 Skyway, Paradise, CA   
 

Management Staff: 
Susan Hartman, Community Development Director 
Tony Lindsey, Community Development Director 
Melanie Elvis, Town Clerk/Elections Official 
 
 

 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance, persons who need special 
accommodations to participate in the Town Council meeting may contact the Town Clerk at least three 
business days prior to the date of the meeting to provide time for any such accommodation.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

2a.  Approve the Minutes from the Planning Director/Noise Variance Officer 
meeting of June 21, 2018. 

3. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

3a.  PG&E NOISE VARIANCE (PL24-00131) APPLICATION: Noise Control 
Office consideration of a request to exceed the noise ordinance time limits 
for audible construction and/or demolition work. If approved, this will allow 
PG&E to conduct night work along Skyway, between Wagstaff Rd and 
Pentz Rd, for their underground utility project starting Monday, March 31, 
2025, and concluding no later than Friday, December 19, 2025. Night work 
would be performed with no-through access, while maintaining access for 
local residents within the closure area and then be re-opened to traffic at 
the end of each night shift. 

Comments are limited to a maximum of five minutes duration. If more time is needed, please request staff 
to place the subject on an agenda for a future Commission meeting. 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
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PLANNING DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING – 11:00 AM – June 21, 2018 

1.  CALL TO ORDER 

Community Development/Planning Director Craig Baker called the June 21, 2018 
Planning Director meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.   

2.  PUBLIC HEARING 

a. items determined to be exempt from environmental review 

DOWNTOWN PARADISE EQUAL MOBILITY PROJECT NOISE VARIANCE: Request 
for town approval of a noise variance for a capital improvement project involving the 
replacement of failed or non-ADA compliant sidewalks and driveways along Skyway 
between Pearson Rd and Elliott Rd during hours which may include after 7:00 pm and 
before 6:00 am on properties zoned Central Business (CB). 

Town Engineer/Public Works Director Marc Mattox provided an overview of the Noise 
Variance request for the Downtown Paradise Equal Mobility Project.  The Town Council 
awarded the project to ST Rhodes Construction of Redding and requested that the night 
work be done to lessen the impact on traffic and businesses in the area.  Individuals 
within 300’ of the project were mailed notices of the project and the potential noise 
during the nighttime hours.   

Planning Director Baker opened the public hearing at 11:07 a.m. 

1. Fred Hoeffer, owns property behind Kelly’s Muffler, the old Canteena building 
and the Antique Store and can hear noise at night.  Mr. Hoeffer has no problem 
with the project, but asked why the work can’t be done during the day and thinks 
it would be more effective during the day. 
 
Town Engineer Mattox explained that there would be more impact during the day 
to drivers, businesses and customers getting in and out of businesses during the 
day and that the net impact was much more during the day than at night. 
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2. Cheryl Lamore, manager of Check Cashing of Paradise, stated that there is an 

impact if the work is performed during the day and is in favor of night work.   
 
Town Engineer Mattox explained that the Town has met with the contractor to try 
and coordinate that the demolition work be done early in the evening. 
 
Planning Director Baker stated that the work is not limited to nighttime hours, but 
they will try to get the noisy work done early in the evening.  Mr. Baker stated that 
the Town is grateful for businesses understanding and that the Town is 
responsible for providing adequate Americans with Disabilities Act, (ADA) 
compliance and that improving the sidewalks will help the businesses.  
 

3. Mr.Hoeffer inquired about the high curb in front of Rancho Engineering 

Planning Director Baker closed the public hearing at 11:19 a.m. 

 

Pursuant to Chapter 9.18 of the Paradise Municipal Code (PMC), the request for a 
variance from the requirements of PMC section 9.18.160 (Construction or demolition-
Generally) to perform construction activities associated with the above-noted project 
during the hours from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. is hereby approved by the town of 
Paradise Noise Control Office, based upon and subject to the following findings and 
conditions of approval;  

FINDINGS 

1. The requested noise variance is necessary and justified because there will be 
less impact upon the traveling public, less impact to businesses in the 
construction area and increased safety for construction workers. 
 

2. The requested noise variance is exempt from the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15324 
(Class 24) 
 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 

1. Construction activities shall not be conducted on Sundays or holidays. 
 

2. Nightime construction activities shall be limited to the period between July 9 
and September 7, 2018.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Community Development/Planning Director Baker adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 

Date Approved: 

By: 

 

__________________________________ 
Craig Baker, Community Development Director 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________ 
Dina Volenski, Town Clerk 
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M  E  M  O  R  A  N  D  U  M 
 

 AGENDA NO. 3(a)  
 
TO:        File 
 
FROM:  Susan Hartman, Community Development/Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: Noise Variance public hearing for PG&E nighttime utility work along Skyway, 

between Wagstaff Rd and Pentz Rd, starting March 31, 2025 and ending no later 
than December 19, 2025 

 
DATE:  January 23, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
An application has been received by PG&E requesting Town approval of a noise variance that will 
allow nighttime underground utility work to be performed along upper Skyway, between 
Wagstaff Rd and Pentz Rd, starting March 31, 2025 and ending no later than December 19, 2025. 
Work would be performed during any combination of hours, including, but not limited to, after 
seven p.m. and before six a.m. The noise variance request was made at the direction of the Town 
Council following their July 9, 2024 council meeting.  
 
During 2025, PG&E will be performing underground utility work along upper Skyway and upper 
Pentz Rd. Pentz Rd construction will be in the daytime, allowing both Skyway and Clark Rd to be 
open to traffic and evacuations. At night, while upper Skyway is proposed to be closed for work, 
Clark Rd and Pentz Rd will be open to traffic and evacuations. While these closures would not 
allow for through access, there would be access given for local residents within the closure area.  
 
In accordance with Chapter 9.18 – Noise Control of the Paradise Municipal Code, notices were 
sent to surrounding landowners within 300’ of the upper Skyway corridor at least 10-days prior 
to the scheduled public hearing. At time of agenda publication, no public comments have been 
received.  
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The justification for the nighttime noise variance includes the following: 

 Less impact to the traveling public (8,000 average daily vehicles) 

 Less impact to area businesses, meaning driveway closures will take place at night rather 
than normal business hours 

 Safer conditions for construction workers 

 Keeps more evacuation routes open during all hours of the day 
ANALYSIS CONCLUSION: 
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Based upon Article VII of Chapter 9.18 – Noise Control, staff is recommending approval of the 
requested noise variance as the work is necessary as part of the Town’s recovery from the Camp 
Fire and the proposed nightwork schedule provides for the most expeditious completion of the 
work while minimizing traffic control impacts subject to the following findings and conditions of 
approval: 
 

REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL 
 

1. The requested noise variance is necessary and justified because there will be less impact 
upon the traveling public, less impact to businesses in the construction area, and 
increased safety for construction workers.  

2. The requested noise variance is exempt from the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15324 (Class 24).  

 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 
1. Construction activities shall not be conducted on Sundays or holidays, including 

Juneteenth (June 19, 2025).  
2. Nightime construction activities shall be limited to the period between March 31, 2025 

and December 19, 2025.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Adopt the findings for approval and project conditions as provided by staff and approve the PG&E 
noise variance.   
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS FOR THE PROPOSED PG&E NOISE VARIANCE 

 
 

1. Copy of the notice sent to surrounding property owners of public hearing for the proposed 
noise variance. 

 
2. Mailing list of property owners notified of the public hearing.  

 
3. Notice of Exemption prepared for the PG&E noise variance.  

 
4. Excerpt from the July 9, 2024 Paradise Town Council meeting.  

 
5. PG&E noise variance application and work schedule map.   
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TOWN OF PARADISE 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Noise Control Office that a public hearing will be held on 
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 5555 Skyway, 
Paradise, CA, regarding the following matter: 
 
a.   Noise Variance Consideration for Proposed Nighttime Construction Activity 
 

PARADISE MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 9.18 – NOISE CONTROL 
At the direction of the Paradise Town Council, PG&E is proposing an official Noise Variance 
be considered for nighttime utility work along Skyway. The project involves the 
undergrounding of electric distribution power lines along Skyway between Wagstaff Road 
and Pentz Road. Work is proposed to be performed during any combination of hours, 
including, but not limited to, after seven p.m. and before six a.m. 
 
Justification for the night work noise variance includes the following: 

(1) Less impact to the traveling public (8,000 average daily vehicles) 
(2) Less impact to area businesses, meaning driveway closures will take place at night 

rather than normal business hours 
(3) Safer conditions for construction workers 
(4) Keeps more evacuation routes open during all hours of the day  

 
The proposed Noise Variance would be in effect starting March 31, 2025, and ending no later 
than December 19, 2025. 
 
For further information please contact the Community Development Department at (530) 872-
6291, extension 424. 
 

SUSAN HARTMAN 
Community Development Director 
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

 
To:  File 
 
From:  Town of Paradise, Development Services Department,  
  Planning Division, 6295 Skyway, Paradise, CA 95969 
 
 
Project Title: PG&E Butte Rebuild – Skyway Project 
 
Project Applicant:   PG&E 
 
Project Location:   Skyway between Wagstaff Rd and Pentz Rd 
 
Project Description: Noise variance to allow construction to install underground 

utilities between the hours of 7:00 pm and 6:00 am.  
 
Approving Public Agency: Town of Paradise 
 
Person or Agency 
 Carrying Out Project: PG&E 
 
Exempt Status:     Ministerial (Section 15268) 
       Emergency Project (Section 15269) 
           General Rul Exemption (Section 15061) 
     __X__  Categorial Exemption 
       Section  15324  Class  24    

 
Reason for Exemption: Regulation of work hours.  
 
Contact Person:   Susan Hartman, Planning Director 
     (530) 872-6291 x424 
 

Signature:          
        
 
 
Date:      01/23/2025_____________   
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EXCERPT OF APPROVED MINUTES FROM  

JULY 9, 2024 TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 

6d.  Public Works Director/Town Engineer Marc Mattox provided an 
overview of the options presented by PG&E relating to necessary 
utility work along Skyway and Pentz Road in 2025 for public impacts 
relating to traffic control and time of work.  

1. Aubry Pruis said he has seen roads which have been paved, 
trenched and repaved and stated that he thought it was a waste 
of resources.   
 

MOTION by Bolin, seconded by Tryon, concurred with staff’s 
recommendation to direct PG&E to pursue Option 2: concurrent 
nighttime work along Skyway with soft closures and daytime work 
along Pentz with soft closures, including securing a Noise Variance 
in compliance with Paradise Municipal Code. Roll call vote was 
unanimous.  
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