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PLANNING DIRECTOR MEETING AGENDA 

 2:00 PM – June 18, 2014 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need a special accommodation to participate, 
please contact the Town Clerk's Dept., at 872-6291 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting. Hearing 
assistance devices for the hearing impaired are available from the Town Clerk.  Members of the public may 
address the Planning Director on any agenda item, including closed session. If you wish to address the 
Planning Director on any matter on the Agenda, it is requested that you complete a "Request to Address 
Council" card and give it to the Town Clerk prior to the beginning of the meeting.  All writings or documents 
which are related to any item on an open session agenda and which are distributed to the Planning Director 
within 72 hours of a Regular Meeting will be available for public inspection at the Town Hall in the Town Clerk 
Department located at 5555 Skyway, Room 3, at the time the subject writing or document is distributed to a 
majority of the subject body.  Regular business hours are Monday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. 
 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Approval of Minutes - October 23, 2013 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION (Public Presentation of Non-Agenda Items) 

Comments are limited to a maximum of five minutes duration.  If more time is needed, 
please request staff to place the subject on an agenda for a future Planning Director 
meeting. 

 

3. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING – None. 

 

4.  PUBLIC HEARING 

    *****PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE ***** 

  A. Staff Comments    C.  Close hearing to the public 
  B.  Open the hearing to the public D.  Project decision 
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4a. Item determined to be exempt from environmental review 

 

VERIZON WIRELESS SITE PLAN REVIEW PERMIT (PL14-00119) APPLICATION: 
Site plan review permit approval to authorize the establishment of a 145 foot-tall 
wireless communications facility designed to appear as a mature pine tree and a +/-192 
square foot equipment shelter upon a 1.56 acre property located at 6661 Pentz Rd, 
zoned Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and currently developed to accommodate 
construction sales and service (AP No. 050-180-025). 

 

5.  ADJOURNMENT 
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TOWN OF PARADISE 

PLANNING DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING – 2:00 PM – October 23, 2013 

The October 23, 2013 Planning Director Meeting was called to order by Community 
Development Director/Planning Director Craig Baker at 2:00 pm in the Town Council 
Chamber located at 5555 Skyway, Paradise, CA 95969. 

Staff Present:  Community Development Director Craig Baker, Assistant Planner Susan 
Hartman; Town Clerk Joanna Gutierrez.  

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of December 31, 2012 Planning Director meeting were approved by 
Director Baker. 

2.  PUBLIC COMMUNICATION (Public Presentation of Non-Agenda Items) – None. 

3.  CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING - None. 

4. PUBLIC HEARING 

a.  Item proposed to be exempt from environmental review: 

AT&T Mobility Site Plan Review Permit (PL13-00282): Approval of a site plan 
review permit application proposing to authorize the establishment of a +130 
foot-tall mono-pine wireless communications facility and a +322 sq ft equipment 
shelter upon a 3.08 acre property currently developed to accommodate religious 
assembly at 8792 Skyway, APN 050-070-058. 
 

Assistant Planner Susan Hartman reported to the Planning Director regarding the AT&T 
application to establish a + 130 foot tall mono-pine communications facility and a + 322 
square foot equipment shelter to provide improved digital cellular communications 
service to a certain geographical area in the Town of Paradise.  Ms. Hartman reviewed 
the design, location, and purpose of the proposed facility and stated that there must be 
a Town-approved site plan review permit in order for AT&T to establish the proposed 
wireless communication facility.  As such, AT&T submittal of the application is 
consistent with zoning regulations assigned to the project site. Assistant Planner 
Hartman stated that staff is recommending an additional Condition of Land Use #17 be 
assigned to the project that would read as follows:   
 

17. Stationary emergency back-up generators or equipment shall 
comply with applicable California State Airborne Toxic Control Measures 
(ATCM) as per Health and Safety Code Section 39666 (District Rule 
1000).     

 
Community Development Director Baker opened the public hearing at 2:05 pm.   
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1.  Frank Schabarum, applicant on behalf of AT&T Mobility, confirmed that the 
project applicant is in agreement with the Conditions numbered 1 through 16, 
stated that the conditions will be incorporated into the design, asked questions 
relating to the public safety access and what type of equipment would be set up 
in and/or on the facility and requested a copy of the conditions of approval with 
Condition #17 included.  Mr. Schabarum stated for the record that he received a 
telephone call from Betty Gates, who didn’t say anything in favor or against but 
informed that her property is available for lease if the current property doesn’t 
work out for the proposed facility.   

Community Development Director Baker stated that it is his understanding that the type 
of equipment that would be utilized is a voter repeater system.  Mr. Schabarum stated 
he doesn’t think that system will present a problem and asked if there could be an 
option, or condition, to allow the use of a temporary generator during construction in the 
event the cord wasn’t long enough.  Mr. Baker said that he would not consider a 
temporary generator as a permanent piece of equipment and that even if this isn’t set 
forth as a condition, it would still be applicable to fixed backup generators pursuant to 
the Health and Safety Code.   

Mr. Schabarum thanked Community Development Director Baker and Assistant Planner 
Hartman for their assistance and being present at the AT&T walk through.  He stated 
that he does not believe the project is one that will be noticed after completion.   
 
Community Development Director Baker closed the public hearing at 2:15 pm.   
 
Mr. Baker announced that there is a seven-day appeal period of this project and, as 
Planning Director, adopting the following findings and approved this AT&T Mobility  site 
plan review  permit  (PL13-00282)  application,  thereby  authorizing  land  use  approval  
to establish a +130 foot tall, unstaffed cellular communications facility and associated 
ground equipment on property located at 8792 Skyway, subject to the following conditions: 
 

REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL: 
 

a. Find that the proposed project is categorically exempt from the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 15303 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines. 
 

b. Find that the project, as conditioned by the Town of Paradise is consistent with the 
goals, objectives, and land use policies of the 1994 Paradise General Plan; and is 
consistent with the zoning provisions of Title 17 of the Paradise Municipal Code. 

 
c. Find that the project, as conditioned by the Town of Paradise shall be compatible 

with its surrounding land uses; and it will not be detrimental to nor impair the health, 
safety and welfare of the residents of the town. 

 
d. Find that as conditioned, the project will not detrimentally affect existing plant and 

animal life in the project vicinity for the following reasons: 
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1) The project site is located within an area which has been altered by long-
established residential and community service-oriented land uses; 
 

2) No known outstanding wildlife habitat exists in the immediate project vicinity; 
and 

 
3)  No known rare or endangered plants exist in the immediate project vicinity. 

 
GENERAL CONDITIONS OF SITE PLAN REVIEW PERMIT APPROVAL 

 
1. If any land use for which a site plan review permit has been granted and issued 

is not established within three years of the permit’s effective date, the site plan 
review permit may become subject to revocation by the Town of Paradise. 
 

 CONDITIONS TO BE MET PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMIT 

UTILITIES 

2.  Meet all utility company requirements concerning the relocation, extension and 

installation of new or expanded utility services facilities, the establishment of utility 

easements, etc.   

3.  Notify Underground Service Alert (U.S.A.) at least two working days prior to any 

excavation activities on the project site. 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

4.  Construction plans for the proposed communications tower shall include a 

“monopine” design as illustrated in photo simulations submitted to the Town on 

September 17, 2013 and shall be designed to accommodate tower space for the 

following: 

  a. The potential for the future establishment of communication facilities to 

serve the Town of Paradise Public Works Department, Paradise Fire 

Department and Paradise Police Department at no cost to the Town of 

Paradise. 

5.  Expose and verify location of existing absorption field trenches in the presence of 

the Onsite Sanitary Official. Secure appropriate sanitation construction permit to 

relocate trench(es), if necessary.  

6.  Meet requirements of the Town Building Official regarding building permits and all 

applicable town-adopted construction code requirements. 
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OTHERS 

7.  Pay development impact fees in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 3.40 

(Development Impact Fees) of the Paradise Municipal Code. 

 CONDITIONS TO BE MET PRIOR TO FINAL BUILDING INSPECTION 

SITE DEVELOPMENT 

8.  Any above-ground lighting fixtures proposed to be established in association with 
the project shall be shielded to prevent the projection of light onto adjoining 
properties and shall not exceed a height of twelve (12) feet above finished grade. 

 
9.  All fencing surrounding the proposed ground level communications facilities shall 

be solid fencing and a maximum of six (6) foot tall above grade.  
 
10. Construct and install all proposed facilities in substantial conformance with project 

materials submitted to the Town of Paradise on September 17, 2013. 
 
11. The proposed project facilities shall include the installation of facilities and 

structures that consist of non-glare material.  Additionally, the project proponent 
shall design and establish the facilities in compliance with the standards contained 
within Paradise Municipal Code Section 17.42.080 (Development and design 
standards). 

 

FIRE PROTECTION 

12. Meet the applicable requirements of the Paradise Fire Department in accordance 
with the Fire Marshal’s plan check review dated October 1, 2013, on file with the 
Town Development Services Department.  

 CONDITIONS OF LAND USE 

13. No lighting fixtures shall be permanently affixed to the proposed cellular 
communications tower for the term of its use. 

 
14.  Any fans, blowers, generators or air conditioning equipment associated with the 

facility shall be located and equipped with noise attenuating devices such that 
nearby residences and other nearby land uses are not subjected to noise 
disturbances exceeding community noise standards. 

 
15. Comply with all applicable safety standards of the American National Standards 

Institute (ANSI), National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements 
(NCRP) and Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). 

 

6



5 
 

16. All unused or obsolete towers, dishes, antennas or equipment shall be removed 

from the site within six months after their operation has ceased. 

17.   Stationary emergency back-up generators or equipment shall comply with 
applicable California State Airborne Toxic Control Measures (ATCM) as 
per Health and Safety Code Section 39666 (District Rule 1000).   

 
 
 
 
             
       Planning Director 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
Planning Secretary  
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 TOWN OF PARADISE PLANNING DIRECTOR 
 PLANNING STAFF REPORT 
 MEETING DATE:  June 18, 2014 
   
FROM: Susan Hartman, Assistant Planner  AGENDA NO.  4(a) 
SUBJECT: Verizon Wireless Site Plan Review Permit Application (PL14-00119) 
DATE: June 4, 2014 APN  050-180-025 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 Applicant:    Verizon Wireless (c/o Epic Wireless)  
      8700 Auburn Folsom Rd, Ste 400       
      Granite Bay, CA  95746 
 
 Engineer:    Peek Site-Com 
      12852 Earhart Ave, Ste 101 
      Auburn, CA  95602 
 
 Location:    6661 Pentz Rd 
 
 Requested Action:   Site plan review permit approval to permit the 

establishment of a +145 foot tall mono-pine 
communications facility and a +192 sq ft equipment 
shelter.  

 
 Purpose:    To provide improved cellular communications service to 

Paradise Ridge residents. 
 
 Present Zoning:   Neighborhood Commercial (NC) 
 
 General Plan Designation:  Neighborhood Commercial (NC) 
   
 Existing Land Use:   Construction Sales and Service 
 
 Surrounding Land Use:  North:  Vacant land 
      East:  Pentz Road 
      South:  Single Family Residential 
      West:  Single Family Residential 
 
 Parcel Size:    +1.56 Acres 
 
 Environmental Determination: Categorical Exemption – CEQA Guidelines Section 

15303 (Class 3) 
  
 Other:     An appeal of the Planning Director’s decision can be 

made within seven (7) days of the decision date. 
 
NOTE: THE APPLICANT OR A REPRESENTATIVE SHOULD BE IN ATTENDANCE OR 

THE PLANNING DIRECTOR MAY NOT TAKE ACTION ON THIS APPLICATION.8
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SPECIAL INFORMATION: 
 
The project applicant, Verizon Wireless, is requesting site plan review permit approval 
from the town to allow the construction and establishment of a wireless communications 
facility on a leased portion of a +1.56 acre property.  The facility would consist of a +145 
foot tall free standing monopole tower designed to look like a pine tree and a +192 square 
foot equipment shelter.  The monopole tower would be fitted with nine panel antennas 
located at 136 feet above ground level.  
 
The proposed wireless communication facility would be located within a leased and 
fenced area (30' x 40') located in the center of the northerly portion of the project site 
property. Save for a new utility pole, all improvements associated with this project are 
proposed to be placed within the proposed lease area.  
 
The steel monopole would be painted brown and fitted with artificial branches and foliage 
to match and blend with existing tall ponderosa pine trees on the project site and in the 
immediate area.  The monopole would be unlighted. 
 
The project applicant has indicated that the purpose of the project is to alleviate poor 
cellular coverage for wireless communications customers in the northeast area of the 
Paradise community.   
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
 
The proposed project will result in the establishment of a +145 foot-tall wireless 
communication facility on property situated within the Neighborhood Commercial (NC) 
zoning district.  The NC zone is assigned to areas within the Town that are planned for, 
or are, providing a full range of locally oriented commercial retail and service uses. 
 
The cellular communications facility is proposed to be located greater than 130 linear 
feet to existing single family residences on adjacent parcels. As such, the proposed 
monopole height is within the maximum height standards listed in PMC Chapter 
17.42.050 Height.   
 
Pursuant to the provisions contained within PMC Chapter 17.42 (Wireless 

Communication Facilities), a Town-approved site plan review permit is required in order  
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to establish a new 145 foot-tall communication facility. Hence, submittal of the Verizon 
Wireless site plan review permit application is consistent with zoning regulations 
assigned to the project site. 
 
As a project involving the construction of small new equipment and facilities, the project 
belongs to a class of projects that can be determined to be categorically exempt from the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 
15303 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  
 
ANALYSIS CONCLUSION 
 
In consideration of the preceding discussion, staff has identified no project-related 
effects which would result in a significant adverse effect upon adjoining or 
surrounding properties.  Potential aesthetic impacts associated with the project may be 
perceived differently by each affected individual but are not considered to constitute a 
significant environmental impact.  In addition, it appears likely that establishment of the 
communications facility is in the public interest and will have a beneficial effect upon the 
community as a whole, since the project will expand the range of service for cellular 
telephone customers in Paradise and the surrounding area and the design of the facility 
will be compatible with the existing environmental setting. 
 
If conditionally approved by the Planning Director as recommended, the proposed 
project would be consistent with the goals, objectives and land use policies of the 1994 
Paradise General Plan; and should also be compatible with existing zoning as well as 
surrounding land uses.  Therefore, town staff recommends conditional project 
approval.  Staff has developed special conditions of project approval that, if this project is 
approved, the Planning Director should adopt as part of the approval action in order to 
address potential impacts and promote orderly and safe development of the project area.  
 
REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR APPROVAL: 
 
a.  Find that the proposed project is categorically exempt from the requirements of 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 15303 
of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

 
b.  Find that the project, as conditioned by the Town of Paradise is consistent with 

the goals, objectives, and land use policies of the 1994 Paradise General Plan; 
and is consistent with the zoning provisions of Title 17 of the Paradise Municipal 
Code. 
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c.  Find that the project, as conditioned by the Town of Paradise shall be 

compatible with its surrounding land uses; and it will not be detrimental to nor 
impair the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the town. 

 
d.  Find that as conditioned, the project will not detrimentally affect existing plant 

and animal life in the project vicinity for the following reasons: 
 
 1) The project site is located within an area which has been altered by 

long-established residential and community service-oriented land 
uses; 

 
  2) No known outstanding wildlife habitat exists in the immediate project 

vicinity; and 
 
  3) No known rare or endangered plants exist in the immediate project 

vicinity. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 
Move to adopt the required findings as provided by staff and approve this Verizon 
Wireless  site plan review  permit  (PL14-00119)  application,  thereby  authorizing  land  
use  approval  to establish a +145 foot tall, unstaffed cellular communications facility and 
associated ground equipment on property located at 6661 Pentz Rd, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 
 

GENERAL CONDITIONS OF SITE PLAN REVIEW PERMIT APPROVAL 
 
 
1. If any land use for which a site plan review permit has been granted and issued 

is not established within three years of the permit’s effective date, the site plan 
review permit may become subject to revocation by the Town of Paradise. 
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 CONDITIONS TO BE MET PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMIT 

 
 
UTILITIES 
 
 
2.  Meet all utility company requirements concerning the relocation, extension and 

installation of new or expanded utility services facilities, the establishment of utility 
easements, etc.   

 
3.  Notify Underground Service Alert (U.S.A.) at least two working days prior to any 

excavation activities on the project site. 
 
 
SITE DEVELOPMENT 
 
4.  Construction plans for the proposed communications tower shall include a 

“monopine” design as illustrated in photo simulations submitted to the Town on 
April 22, 2014 and shall be designed to accommodate tower space for the 
following: 

 
  a. The potential for the future establishment of communication facilities to 

serve the Town of Paradise Public Works Department, Paradise Fire 
Department and Paradise Police Department at no cost to the Town of 
Paradise. 

 
5.  Expose and verify location of abandoned septic tank in the presence of the Onsite 

Sanitary Official for observation and evaluation. Secure appropriate sanitation 
permit for destruction, if necessary. Expose/identify location of leach fields if 
system is to remain.  

 
6.  Meet requirements of the Town Building Official regarding building permits and all 

applicable town-adopted construction code requirements. 
 
 
OTHERS 
 
7.  Pay development impact fees in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 3.40 

(Development Impact Fees) of the Paradise Municipal Code. 
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 CONDITIONS TO BE MET PRIOR TO FINAL BUILDING INSPECTION 
 
 
SITE DEVELOPMENT 
 
8.  Secure an encroachment permit from the Town of Paradise Engineering Division 

for the upgrade of the Wagstaff Rd driveway encroachment which connects to 
the proposed Verizon Wireless access easement.  

 
9.  Any above-ground lighting fixtures proposed to be established in association with 

the project shall be shielded to prevent the projection of light onto adjoining 
properties and shall not exceed a height of twelve (12) feet above finished grade. 

 
10. All fencing surrounding the proposed ground level communications facilities shall 

be solid fencing and a maximum of six (6) foot tall above grade.  
 
11. Construct and install all proposed facilities in substantial conformance with project 

materials submitted to the Town of Paradise on April 22, 2014. 
 
12. The proposed project facilities shall include the installation of facilities and 

structures that consist of non-glare material.  Additionally, the project proponent 
shall design and establish the facilities in compliance with the standards contained 
within Paradise Municipal Code Section 17.42.080 (Development and design 

standards). 
 
 
FIRE PROTECTION 
 
 
13. Meet the applicable requirements of the Paradise Fire Department in accordance 

with the Fire Marshal’s plan check review dated May 12, 2014, on file with the 
Town Development Services Department.  

 
 
 CONDITIONS OF LAND USE 
 
 
14. No lighting fixtures shall be permanently affixed to the proposed cellular 

communications tower for the term of its use. 
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15.  Any fans, blowers, generators or air conditioning equipment associated with the 

facility shall be located and equipped with noise attenuating devices such that  
   nearby residences and other nearby land uses are not subjected to noise 

disturbances exceeding community noise standards. 
 

16. Comply with all applicable safety standards of the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI), National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements 
(NCRP) and Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE). 

 

17. All unused or obsolete towers, dishes, antennas or equipment shall be removed 
from the site within six months after their operation has ceased. 
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS FOR VERIZON WIRELESS SITE PLAN REVIEW PERMIT 
APPLICATION (PL14-00119) 
 
 
1.  Project site vicinity map. 
 
2.  Project Support Statement submitted by Verizon Wireless. 
 
3.  Photo simulations submitted by Verizon Wireless, showing images of the 

proposed communications tower and perspectives from potential ground 
observers in the project vicinity. 

 
4.  Propagation maps showing proposed increase in cellular coverage submitted by 

Verizon Wireless. 
 
5.  Comments received from Building Official/Fire Marshal Tony Lindsey dated May 

12, 2014. 
 
6.  Comments received from Onsite Sanitary Official Doug Danz dated May 12, 

2014. 
 
7.  Comments received from Paradise Irrigation District representative Neil Essila 

dated April 25, 2014. 
 
8.  Comments received from Paradise Police Dept Acting Chief of Police Steve 

Rowe dated April 24, 2014. 
 
9.  Comments received from Town Engineer Marc Mattox dated April 24, 2014. 
 
10. List of property owners provided with a Notice of Public Hearing for the Verizon 

Wireless project. 
 
11. Notice of exemption document for the Verizon Wireless project. 
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