
 

 

Agenda 
Planning, Finance, Enterprise and Economic Development Committee 

Oelwein City Hall, 20 Second Avenue SW, Oelwein, Iowa 

5:30 PM 
August 09, 2021  

Oelwein, Iowa 
 

 

Mayor: Brett DeVore 
Mayor Pro Tem: Warren Fisk 
Council Members: Matt Weber, Renee Cantrell, Tom Stewart, Lynda Payne, Karen Seeders 
 

Pledge of Allegiance  

Discussions 

1. Discussion on Demolition Funding Assistance for 317 2nd Avenue NE 

2. Discussion on a request to accept deed to property located at 202 4th Avenue NW 

3. Discussion on the proposed sale of 15 and 17 5th Avenue SW 

Adjournment 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for Council meetings 
should notify the City Clerk’s Office at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 319-283-5440 
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August 4, 2021

Jay Shekleton

This was a rental property owned by the Wilsons. MLH rentals was in the process of purchasing the home so they could have it 
demolished utilizing the city's demolition assistance. On June 26, 2021, before the closing date there was a fire in the dwelling. 
The fire damage was severe enough that the home was placarded and ordered to be demolished by July 27, 2021. The home 
was not demolished by the deadline given. The property sold to MLH properties at the end of July.The new owners of 317 2nd 
Ave NE live on the north side of the property and have a rental property on the south side of the property. Their goal is to 
demolish the home, and clean up the lot to help improve the neighborhood. 
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City of Oelwein Community Development Department 
20 2nd Ave SW Oelwein, Iowa 50662 

319-283-5862 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor, Council and PFEED Members, 
 

On June 25, 2021, the Community Development Department was contacted by Brandon Bush, the 
owner of 202 4th Ave. Brandon asked if the city was interested in taking the home and the property.  
 
The Community Development Department scheduled an inspection of the structure. Based on the 
condition of the property, the dwelling was placarded as unsafe to occupy and ordered to be 
demolished by July 30, 2021.  
 
This is one of many homes in the City of Oelwein that needs to be addressed to help improve 
neighborhoods and improve blight. The city already owns two properties to the north. If the city decides 
to take the property, it could be combined with the north properties, or re-surveyed and split into 
multiple lots for future housing. If the city decides to not accept the property, we will be facing yet 
another property that the owner does not have the money available to demolish the home. The city will 
order the home demolished, assess the cost to taxes and end up with a lot that we will maintain and not 
have ownership.  
 
Please keep in mind that this was a property that was quit claim deeded to Brandon by his father on 12-
22-2020. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jay Shekleton 
Building Official/Zoning Administrator 
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City of Oelwein Community Development Department 
20 2nd Ave SW Oelwein, Iowa 50662 

319-283-5862 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor, Council & PFEED Members, 

Aden Raber is a contractor that works locally. He has shown interest in two separate properties that are 
owned by the City of Oelwein. The two properties are adjacent to on another and are located at 15 & 17 5th 
Ave SW.  
 
The property located at 17 5th Ave SW was a home that was abandoned. There were outstanding abatements 
on the property that were non-compliant. With direction from the City Administrator, the city utilized the 
code of Iowa, 657(A) process to acquire the property.  
 
The property located at 15 5th Ave SW was a home with abatement and code enforcement cases. The owners 
of the home contacted the Community Development Department stating the condition of the home was in 
such poor condition, they could not justify or afford to make the repairs. This was a home that was sold to 
the previous owner on a contract sale. They fulfilled the contract and were able to find another home. 
 
Aden Raber would like to purchase both properties from the City of Oelwein, He would join the two parcels, 
creating one. The dwelling structure and the garage at 15 5th Ave SW would be demolished, possibly utilizing 
the demolition assistance from the city. Aden would try to salvage any material in good enough condition to 
be re-used.  
 
The property located at 17 5th Ave SW would be rehabilitated by Aden to put on the market as a single-family 
home. Adjoining the lot to the north would create a 100’ x 150’ parcel. Aden would have the opportunity to 
build a garage and still allow for a large yard to accommodate the remodeled home. 
 
This is an opportunity for the city to remove a blighted property and rehabilitate a structure before it reaches 
an irreparable state. This would provide a single-family home instead of a structure falling into a tax sale or 
being purchased by an investor. 
 
It is my recommendation as the Building Official to sell these two properties to Mr. Raber for the amount the 
city has invested, which is $3,058.00. If Mr. Raber would disassemble the home at 15 5th Ave SW to salvage 
material, he would not be granted demolition assistance. If Mr. Raber would hire a contractor to demolish 
the property, then he should be granted demolition assistance. If the city agrees to the terms above, and Mr. 
Raber decides to hire a contractor to demolish the 15 5th Ave SW structure, he will have 60 days from closing 
to complete the work.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jay Shekleton 
Building Official/Zoning Administrator 
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AR General Construction 

19073 90th Street 

Maynard, IA 50655 

319-327-0399

To the City of oelwein 

I ADEN RABER would like to purchase the property at 17 5th Ave SW Oelwein IOWA 50662. To take it an pretty much 

totally remodel the interior of the house an install siding soffit fascia an gutters an the interior would most likely be 

a winter project for us an have it ready for the market by spring of 2022. We would possibly build a detached garage 

as well depending on what we decide for a purchase agreement. An the property at 15 5th AVE SW OELWEIN IOWA 

50662 I would tear down existing house an garage with possible assistance from the city for demo an join the two 

lots as one single family dwelling home! I CANT WAIT TO POSSIBLY PURCHASE THIS PROPERTY AN TOTALLY CHANGE 

THE LOOKS OF IT!!!! THANK YOU ADEN RABER.!!! 
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Fayette County, IA

15 and 17 5th Ave SW 

Parcel ID 1821302004

Sec/Twp/Rng 21-91-9

Property Address 17 5TH AVE. SW

OELWEIN

Alternate ID n/a

Class R

Acreage n/a

Owner Address Oelwein, City Of 

City Hall 20 2nd Ave. SW 

Oelwein, IA 50662-

District OELWEIN OELWEIN INC

Brief Tax Description COM 230' S & 549.5'

E OF NW COR SW TH S

50' E 150' N 50' W

TO BEG

(Note: Not to be used on legal documents)

74 ft

Overview

Legend

Corporate Limits

Surveys

Survey Lines

Parcels

Major Highways

County Highway

Federal Highway

State Highway

Roads

17 5th Ave SW

15 5th Ave SW
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