
 

Minutes 
Park & Rec Meeting 

City Park – Main Shelter 

Monday August 17th, 2026 - 5:15 PM 
Park and Recreation                                                                                                                              www.oelweinparks.org 

Call to order: 5:18pm 

 

Roll call: Cantrell, Bouska, Gearhart, Johnson, Jorgensen, Meska, Stasi 

 

Attending: Cantrell, Gearhart, Johnson, Jorgensen, Meska, Stasi 

 

Absent: Bouska 

 

Approval of minutes: 

➢ Consideration of a motion approving the minutes of July 20th, 2026, meeting: 

Motion: Meska    2nd: Stasi  

Aye: All    Nay: None 

Citizen comments: None 

 

Trail update: Johnson talked briefly about segment two is wrapping up with the final punch list items so they 

can wrap up the project and close the project out. Johnson stated that he went to West Union to review 

applications for a REAP proposal from the conservation department. Johnson stated that with the pool 

wrapping up he can now focus on other projects including getting the last of the trails lined up. 

 

Aquatics update: Johnson stated that Sunday was the last day of the season for the aquatic center as it had 

been a very busy year. Johnson stated that the pool manager did a fantastic job again for the city as she tried 

more programming ideas to get involved and had a great couple of swimming events with sensory friendly 

swimming. Johnson stated that the staff did a great job and sold more passes than ever this season. 

 

Tree board update: Johnson reminded the board that the park department has three tree plantings coming up 

this fall and would like to see them attend these plantings. 

 

Park/cemetery update: Johnson talked about how the employees are doing a great job keeping up with the 

mowing and trimming as it has been a very wet year. Johnson talked about a break in at the pool concession 

window as the kids just broke the window and did not venture inside at all. Johnson stated that the plumbing in 

the men’s room was stolen at redgate park but replaced before Italian days. Johnson stated with the wet 



weather they had had some trees come down and that the employees got picked up. Johnson stated that the 

cemetery employees have had several full burials and several cremations in the last month. Johnson stated 

that the trials are being swept weekly as usual. Johnson stated that with recent storms there were some minor 

items to attend to at the aquatic center and that the sports complex was dragged again. Johnson stated that 

the employees did a great job preparing redgate park for Italian days. Cantrell stated that the park looked 

great. Johnson stated that they have spent time at depot park replacing some panels on the drink depot. 

Johnson discussed with the board about the cemetery with budget cuts with council comments made at a 

previous meeting. 

 

Board member updates: Meska discussed finding a person to fill the Bouska position on the board. 

 

Adjournment: 5:48pm 

 

Next meeting: September 2026 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for city meetings  
should notify city hall at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 319-283-5440. 
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August 2026 updates 
 

Trail Update: 
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Aquatics: 
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Tree update: 

 

 

➢ Fall Ira Planting – Beginning of October 

 

 

➢ Trees Forever Planting – Middle of October 

 

 

➢ Gravel bed tree planting – planting October 
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Park Update: 

 

 

 

          Rain, rain, rain   italian days prep 
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Plumbing stolen redgate 

 
 

storm damage 
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Burials      trails 

 
 

 

   Storm damage     burials 
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Storm damage 

 
 

dragging 
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Prairie plantings     italian days 

 
 

Italian days 

 
 

burials 
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Depot park 
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Full Burials – 20 

Cremations – 12 

Joshua Johnson MA 

Oelwein Park superintendent 
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