
 

Minutes 
Park & Rec Meeting 

Redgate Park  Moved to Park Shop because of weather 

Monday July 20th, 2026 - 5:15 PM 
Park and Recreation                                                                                                                              www.oelweinparks.org 

 

Call to order: 5:16 pm 

 

Roll call: Cantrell, Bouska, Gearhart, Johnson, Jorgensen, Meska, Stasi 

 

Attending: Cantrell, Bouska, Gearhart, Johnson, Jorgensen, Meska, Stasi 

 

Absent: None 

 

Approval of minutes: 

➢ Consideration of a motion approving the minutes of May 18th, 2026, meeting: 

Motion: Meska    2nd:  Stasi 

Aye: All    Nay:  None 

 

Citizen comments: None 

 

Trail update: Johnson stated that he completed a walkthrough with the contractor and the engineer of trail 

segment two last week. Johnson stated that they created a final punch list of the project for the contractor to 

complete so that they can finish the project out. Johnson said that for the most part the grass seeding filled in 

nicely but there are a few areas for the contractor to touch up. Johnson stated that he attended the upper 

explorer land meeting last Wednesday as they talked about potential trail funding for projects. Johnson stated 

that he talked with an employee from Alliant Energy as they were working around the Wings Park area about a 

concern of his. Johnson stated that he had mentioned this before but must have gotten lost in the shuffle. 

Johnson asked if they could add an extension pole high on the electrical pole to offset the guy wire that came 

down and crossed the area above the trail. Johnson stated that he had seen this done in another community 

and would like to see it completed in this application along 8th Ave NE. Johnson appreciated that the Alliant 

employees took the time to do this as it makes the trail safer to use.  

 

Aquatics update: Johnson stated that the aquatic center had a great start to the season as they had some 

nice hot and dry weather to start as they have not had good weather to start the season in recent years. 

Johnson said that staff sold 275 season passes this year as this is a significant jump from previous years. 



Johnson stated that after the nice start, the weather turned cool and had several rain days in June, but things 

have warmed back up for great pool weather. Johnson stated that on July 2nd they received 6.5” of rain at the 

shop but then had a great weekend for the 4th. Johnson stated that he received a shipment of chemicals in 

early July for the facility. Johnson stated that every year they get some kids that cause mischief, but they were 

able to identify the kids with the surveillance system and called their parents. Johnson stated that there is 

always ongoing maintenance with the pool as an underwater light burnt out that they replaced right away. 

Johnson stated that they completed extra guard training practicing swimming and life saving skills. Johnson 

stated that they are wrapping up swimming lessons this week as they had two sessions of group lessons and 

two sessions of private lessons. Johnson stated that they hosted a night swim once again this season. Johnson 

stated that they held a sensory friendly swim on a Wednesday evening which was a big hit with the community 

as they had families from surrounding communities attend. Johnson stated that this event really helped some 

families as they talked with others and found out about available programs that can help them.  Johnson 

stated that they hosted a free swim day sponsored by BCHC again this year which was a big success. Johnson 

said that last year it rained on the planned day, so they rescheduled and there was not a great turnout unlike 

this year they had over 400 people attending. Johnson stated that the staff has done a great job this season as 

they have received a lot of positive feedback this year on the extra programming and everything the staff is 

doing to make the pool a great place to visit. Johnson stated that they have taken all the monthly bacteria 

samples and other required testing and expect to have their annual inspection any day now. Johnson 

discussed with the board about parking in the parking lots at the pool. 

 

Tree board update: Johnson stated that the tree board met this month as they reviewed guidelines on where 

they can plant trees in the boulevards as they are seeking places to plant right now. Johnson stated that they 

will be planting 35 trees with the money that they received with the Trees Forever grant this fall. Johnson stated 

that they usually hold this planting on the second Wednesday of October so that they can water for two weeks 

at the very end of their season before the seasonal workers are done for the year. Johnson stated that they will 

be planting trees with the IRA grant the board received in a few of the parks in early October. Johnson stated 

that they will plant the gravel bed trees sometime in October as they were funded by the Beane family in 

memory of Roger Beane.  

 

Park/cemetery update: Johnson stated that again with all their wet weather in June and budget cuts, the 

seasonal workers have been scrambling to keep with their workload. Johnson stated that they are still 

sweeping the trails every Friday and addressing troublesome trees along the trails as needed. Johnson stated 

with all the rain they have received is short time periods that they have had flooding in the usual areas. Johnson 

stated that they installed expanded steel over the windows of Depot Park as they had been boarded up to 

protect the widows as people were breaking them out. Johnson stated that they have increased maintenance 

on some of the mowers as they are starting to show their age. Johnson stated that with all the rain they had had 



some trees and branches come down and that they had cleaned up. Johnson stated that Alliant Energy is 

replacing poles in the NE part of town and placed the service on the north side of Wings underground. Johnson 

stated that the cemetery employees have been working hard to make Woodlawn look its best as there are only 

three employees out there this year. Johnson stated that in addition to all the mowing and trimming these guys 

also completed the digging of the burials so other departments can keep busy with their stuff. Johnson stated 

that the guy’s complete maintenance on their equipment on rain days to keep everything moving forward. 

Johnson stated that they installed speed bumps in the campground to slow traffic down. Johnson stated that 

with the hot dry weather in July they completed some tree watering on certain recently planted trees this spring 

so that they do not become heat stressed. Johnson stated that when the park employees finish their mowing 

and trimming they have been going out to the cemetery and helping them get caught up. Johnson shared with 

the board a picture of the new diving board they installed before the season began this year in which they 

received funding from the Fayette County Community Foundation. Johnson provided pictures of the main 

shelter at City Park CIP improvements. Johnson stated that Aden Raber was low bid on the framing and tin 

work to install the ceiling and that Irvine Electric was in this past week to install the LED lighting. Johnson 

stated that the Pepsi cooler for the soda at the pool concession stand, which Pepsi owns, quit working so they 

will be bringing up a new cooler at no cost since they are PepsiCo’s coolers. Johnson stated that Irvine Electric 

also did maintenance on the electrical panel at the pool as the pump room is hard on things with the humidity 

and chemicals. Johnson stated that WBC Boiler was in to swap out two gas solenoids on the heater and to 

replace the flow valve with the heater. Maintenance is ongoing with the park department as new hinges are 

being welded on the 20’ trailer to keep things moving along. Johnson provided trail and cemetery totals to the 

board. 

 

Board member updates: Meska brought up that he saw a coyote running around town, conversation ensued 

about said coyote. 

 

Adjournment: 6:01pm 

 

Next meeting: August 2026 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for city meetings  
should notify city hall at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 319-283-5440. 
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July 2026 updates 
 

Trail Update: 
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Aquatics: 
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Tree update: 

 

➢ Fall Ira Planting – Beginning of October 

 

➢ Trees Forever Planting – Middle of October 

 

➢ Gravel bed tree planting – planting October 

 

 
 

  

Park Update: 
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Shelter Improvements 
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Full Burials – 16 

Cremations - 10 

Joshua Johnson MA 

Oelwein Park superintendent 
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