
 

Minutes 
Park & Rec Meeting 

Oelwein Family Aquatic Center 

Monday May 18th, 2026 - 5:15 PM 
Park and Recreation                                                                                                                              www.oelweinparks.org 

Call to order: 5:15pm 

 

Roll call: Cantrell, Bouska, Gearhart, Johnson, Jorgensen, Meska, Stasi 

 

Attending: Johnson, Jorgensen, Meska, Stasi 

 

Absent: Cantrell, Bouska, Gearhart 

 

Approval of minutes: 

➢ Consideration of a motion approving the minutes of the April 20th, 2026, meeting: 

Motion:  Meska   2nd:  Jorgensen 

Aye:   All    Nay:  None 

Citizen comments: None 

 

Trails update: Johnson talked about how the landscapers arrived finally to complete the landscaping of the 

trail project. Johnson stated that there were a few areas that they did not finish so they would need to come 

back.  

 

Tree board update: Johnson stated that the tree board hosted the Arbor Day event on April 24th this year. The 

board demonstrated the proper tree planting techniques to the third graders that morning at Wings 

Elementary. Johnson stated that they ordered 75 tree whips from the state tree nursery as they do every year.  

Johnson stated that on the 25th the tree board and city employees hosted Operation ReLeaf at City Park. 

Johnson stated that they unloaded a semi load of very heavy trees that took three trucks and trailers. Johnson 

stated that the event went great as always as they handed out 200 prepaid trees to customers. Johnson 

reminded the board that any Alliant Energy customer could have purchased these trees, not just Oelwein 

residents. Johnson stated that the trees sold for $25 apiece as Alliant made of the remainer of the costs. 

Johnson worked with the DNR a great deal to ensure this day went without a hitch. Johnson stated that some 

park and cemetery employees helped, tree board members, council person Cantrell and other volunteers 

helped load the trees. Johnson stated that he would like to see all park and rec board members at these events 

to show their support.  

 



Park/cemetery update: Johnson stated that on May 1st, they host the United Way – Day of Caring. Johnson 

stated that they had volunteer projects at almost every facility this year as dozens of volunteers helped that 

day. Johnson commended several local businesses that donated supplies or sent volunteers that day to make 

this event a success. Johnson stated that they included their IRA tree planting into this event and that the tree 

board was awarded $30,000 in trees over the next two years.  Johnson stated that they planted trees at 

Woodlawn cemetery, Redgate park and at the sports complex. Johnson stated that several painting projects 

happened with older playground equipment, cleaning and power spraying the aquatic center and painting 

picnic tables as the department was awarded 10 gallons of paint through the Paint Iowa Beautiful grant this 

year, worth $489.38.  

Johnson stated that the park employees did a phenomenal job getting the pool facility together this year with 

only three staff members. Johnson stated this used to be completed by the utility department for many years. 

Johnson stated that pool chemicals have been acquired and product for the concessions area have been 

coming in. Johnson stated that the front room had a new ceiling installed as the old drywall skim coat was 

failing and looks very nice and clean for a first impression for customers. Johnson stated that with so much 

time spent at the aquatic center not much time was available for other projects this spring. Employees 

freshened up parking areas with the harley rake and cemetery employees prepared the storage building for the 

new garage door which is a CIP item. Johnson stated that they filled the gravel bed with Linden trees this year 

that were donated by the Beane family in honor of Roger that passed. Johnson stated that Manske’s also 

donated some bare root trees for the cause as well. Johnson stated that they worked with Theresa Buchman 

and unloaded the bag games onto the concrete pads the park and cemetery employees poured last fall at 

Redgate park. Johnson stated that unfortunately they had some vandalism at the dog park as someone stole 

$400 worth of parts out of the drinking fountain that Johnson and Kunkle raised funds for. Johnson stated that 

they have been watering the trees they planted for the past two weeks as that has come to an end and that 

Horan Cleaning is taking over with the bathroom cleaning and shelter reservations this past week which frees 

up a lot of their time. Johnson stated that the cemetery crew has been busy with a few burials and trying to 

keep up with the mowing and trimming with only three employees as they want everything to look its best for 

Memorial Day weekend. Johnson stated that volunteers came in and put up flags at Woodlawn this past 

weekend as well. Johnson provided the board with trail totals and cemetery burials. Johnson shared with the 

board that they were awarded $12,926.25 from the Northeast Iowa Charitable Foundation, half the funds to 

complete new fencing at diamond one at Wings Park. Johnson stated that he also applied to the RJ McElroy 

Trust this past year and talked with both before applying to both funding entities so both were aware of the 

possible matching funds to make sure this project might happen. Johnson stated that he shared with the 

McElroy Trust today that the matching funds had been secured so that their chances of being funded would be 

increased.  

 

 



 

Board member updates: None 

 

Adjournment: 5:45pm 

 

Next meeting: June 15th, 2026 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, those requiring accommodation for city meetings  
should notify city hall at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at 319-283-5440. 
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May 2026 updates 
 

Trail Update: 
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Tree Board update: 

• April 24th Arbor Day – 3rd graders 

 
 

• April 25th Operation ReLeaf – City Park 
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Pickup area – city park 

 

 
 

 

Pickup area – city park 
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Park Update: 

 

• May 1st United Way – Day of Caring 
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United Way – Day of Caring 
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Pool preperations 
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Pool preperations 
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Full Burials – 11 

Cremations - 4 

Joshua Johnson MA 

Oelwein Park superintendent 
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