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 BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION AGENDA 

 

CITY OF NOVI 

August 19, 2026 | 6:30 PM 

Mayor’s Conference Room  

 Novi Civic Center | 45175 Ten Mile Road  

(248) 347-0460 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL - Gareth Crawford, Yogesh Kumar, Nicole Rumao, Dinesh Seksaria, Tracy 

Wick, Mary Angela Winter, Torry Yu 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

July 15, 2026 Minutes 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

Trail/Walking Path Review Cont.  

Review 2026 Project Plan 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE:  People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this 

meeting should contact the City Clerk (248) 347-0456 at least two working days in advance of 

the meeting.  An attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations. 

 

 

 



 CITY OF NOVI 

Beautification Commission 

Wednesday, July 15, 2026 6:30 pm 

Mayor’s Conference Room 

Novi Civic Center |45175 Ten Mile Road 

 

Call to Order: 6:34 p.m. 

 

Roll Call – Gareth Crawford, Yogesh Kumar, Nicole Rumao, Dinesh Seksaria, Tracy 

Wick, Mary Angela Winter, Torry Yu 

 

Present: Nicole Rumao, Dinesh Seksaria, Tracy Wick, Torry Yu 

 

Late Arrival: Commissioner Kumar arrived at 6:58 p.m. 

 

Absent Excused: Gareth Crawford, Mary Angela Winter 

 

Approval of Agenda  

 Motion: Seksaria; Seconded: Rumao; Approved: 4:0 

 

Approval of Minutes – June 17, 2026 

 Motion: Yu; Seconded: Rumao; Approved: 4:0 

     

Chair – Gareth Crawford 

Secretary – Torry Yu 

City Liaison – Kate Oppermann 

 

Purpose of the Meeting 

 
1. Trail/Walking Path Review 

 

Staff Liaison Oppermann opened the conversation by going through the review 

of Rotary Park that Commissioner Winter had sent in advance given her planned 

absence. Commissioner Winter noted the Rotary Park trail to be quiet and 

pleasant, giving the feeling of being immersed in nature despite being so close 

to the nearby Chase Farms subdivision. It was noted that wayfinding was 

somewhat difficult, and that signage could perhaps be improved. Commissioner 

Seksaria suggested that we might consider using the model of the National Park 

Service for trail marking, for consistency and increased ease of navigation.  

 

Ms. Oppermann then went over her own review of the walking trails through Ella 



Mae Power Park, the trail on the Novi High School property, and Fuerst Park 

(including the connection options between the three). Ms. Oppermann noted 

that she and many other City employees regularly walk on these routes since 

they are highly accessible from the Civic Center and other municipal buildings, 

that you can easily adjust your route for walks of different durations, and that 

each one gives a slightly different feel. She also noted that Power Park and 

Fuerst park are both quiet accessible given the well maintained and mostly flat 

pathways, they also both have restrooms and water available, depending on 

the time of day/year which is a bonus. 

 

Commissioner Yu presented a short slide deck for his review of the recently 

expanded walking trail at Villa Barr Art Park. This trail was noted to also be very 

accessible, more so with the recent paving and extended loop. It also has a 

botanical and sculpture tour, and a variety of excellent interpretive signage 

about the sculptures, the artist David Barr and his wife Beth Dwaihy Barr. A minor 

issue was that he was unable to use the QR code for the tour on the sign but 

that he was able to pull it up via the webpage instead. 

 

Commissioner Wick spoke on her experience riding her bike on the ITC trail and 

Wildlife Woods Park. She enjpyed the trail and the connection to Wildlife Woods 

and looks forward to Bosco Park being connected in the near future. She was 

especially impressed with the amenities at Wildlife Woods like the covered fitness 

area and the pickleball courts. She thinks that Wildlife Woods could be a good 

potential venue for future events.  

 

Commissioner Rumao and Commissioner Seksaria both affirmed that they would 

take on another park trail to present at the next meeting. Commissioner Kumar 

indicated that he would do Novi Northwest Park and Commissioner Rumao took 

on Pavillion Shore Park.  

 
2. Review 2026 Project Plan 

 

The plan was provided for review but no discussion took place at the meeting. 

 

Roundtable Discussion 

 
Commissioner Winter briefly suggested that we should consider good potential 

garden spaces that the Commission could work with Plymouth Pollinators on in 

2027.  

 

Public Comment - None 

 

Adjournment: 

 Motion: Yu; Seconded: Wick; Approved: 5:0 



January July
Meeting 1/21/2026 Meeting 7/15/2025
Social Media Post(s) Focus Entryway Enhancement Grant Social Media Post(s) Focus Garden Photos
Event Event
Etc. Entryway Enhancement Grant Application Deadline is 1/31/26 Etc. Walking/Riding Trails promo (publication, event?)

February August
Meeting 2/18/2026 Community Signage Action Item Meeting 8/19/2026
Social Media Post(s) Focus Winter Beauty, snow/icicles Social Media Post(s) Focus World Bee Day
Event Event
Etc. Etc. World Bee Day

March September
Meeting 3/18/2026 Entryway Enhancement Grant Recommendation Due Meeting 9/16/2026
Social Media Post(s) Focus Share 1st Spring Bloom Social Media Post(s) Focus
Event Event
Etc. Spring clean-up suggestions for yard Etc. Perennial Exchange

Project Submittal for Community Impact Day Due 3/31
April October

Meeting 4/15/2026 Meeting 10/21/2026 Community Development Block Grant
Social Media Post(s) Focus Arbor Day/Earth Day, Pollinator Aware Lawn Care, Native Plants Social Media Post(s) Focus
Event Arbor Day Celebration (Sat. 4/25, 9am - 12pm) Event Fall Leaves/Autumnal Décor
Etc. Etc. Good Opportunity for "Leave the Leaves" Promo to support pollinators

Bat Week
May November

Meeting 5/20/2026 Meeting 11/18/2026
Social Media Post(s) Focus Honey Bees/Hives Social Media Post(s) Focus
Event Hive Visit for Commissioners Event
Etc. Anniversary of Bee Hive Installation (5/8/25) Etc. Entryway Enhancement Grant Follow-Up Report on the past cycle to Commission

Hive Visit for Commissioners Goodnight/goodbye bees (hive huddle time)
Bee City USA Report Due
Community Impact Day (Wed. May 13, 1pm - 4pm)
Typical Start of Gardens in Michigan

June December
Meeting 6/17/2026 Meeting 12/16/2026
Social Media Post(s) Focus Pollinator Week Social Media Post(s) Focus
Event Event Holiday Lights/Luminary Walk
Etc. Sizzling Summer Family Series Starts (runs through August) Etc. 

Pollinator Week (6/15 - 6/21)

Participation Opportunities
Perennial Exchange
Arbor Day/Earth Day events
Community Fest
Sizzling Summer Family Series (child oriented, typically day time)
Other Nature.Nurture.Novi Program

Other New Programming Considerations
Spring Flower/Nature Tour (Spring/Summer) Winter Lantern or Luminary Walk Interpretive Signage for Flora/Fauna in Parks
Beautification Awards Event or Publication Promoting Local Walking/Cycling Trails Residential Survey

Spring/Summer – Floral or edible gardens More Volunteer Opportunities for Community Bring in Speaker to Civic Center or Library (Topic, Source?)
Autumn – Fall or Halloween Décor Large Planting Event (like Midland Blooms) Dark Skies, Moths/Bats
Winter – Holiday Lights Novi CARES revival or similar (Earth Week/partnering with ESC)

Etc. 
Badges/T-shirts - Badges completed 3/10, T-Shirt Design still pending
Novi: Where You Want To "Bee" 

Beautification Commission Work Plan 2026
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