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 BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION AGENDA 

 

CITY OF NOVI 

May 14, 2025 | 6:00 PM 

Mayor’s Conference Room  

 Novi Civic Center | 45175 Ten Mile Road  

(248) 347-0460 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL - Gareth Crawford, Yogesh Kumar, Dinesh Seksaria, Mary Angela 

Winter, Torry Yu 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

Election of Commission Chairperson 

Addendum to 2025 Neighborhood Entryway Enhancement Matching Grant Program 

Arbor Day Recap 

Bee Hives 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

Social Media 

Commission Mission Statement 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE:  People with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in this 

meeting should contact the City Clerk (248) 347-0456 at least two working days in advance of 

the meeting.  An attempt will be made to make reasonable accommodations. 

 

 

 



 

    TO:     VICTOR CARDENAS, CITY MANAGER  

    FROM:     KATHERINE OPPERMANN, ASST. TO THE CITY MANAGER 

    SUBJECT:     2025 NEIGHBORHOOD ENTRYWAY ENHANCEMENT  

    MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM CYCLE UPDATE 

    DATE:           MAY 8, 2025 

     

 

 
 

Due to a clerical oversight, a valid Neighborhood Entryway Matching Grant application 

from Walden Woods II (initially believed to be an invalid application from Walden Woods I) 

was inadvertently omitted from the initial review process for the 2025 grant cycle. Upon 

identifying the error, staff promptly contacted the applicant and ensured their submission 

was reviewed through the full program process, though on a delayed timeline. 

 

The grant program is funded at $25,000 per cycle. At the April 7th City Council meeting, the 

total amount recommended for award was $14,316.50. As such, sufficient funds remain to 

support Walden Woods II's additional request of $4,325.50, should the Council choose to 

approve it. 

 

If the Beautification Commission determines to recommend Walden Woods II for the 

requested grant amount at their meeting on Wednesday, May 14th, it will appear on the 

City Council Consent Agenda for the May 19th meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 



2025 Entryway Grant Program Applicants

Subdivision Contact Email Proposal Total Project Cost
Requested Grant 

Contribution
Previously 

Awarded Grant?

Engineering 
Permit 

Needed?
Sign Permit Needed? Notes/Concerns

Staff 
Recommendation

Beautification 
Commission 

Recommendation

City Council 
Approval

Berkshire Pointe anirban77sarkar@gmail.com
Sod, Replacement Sprinkler Head, Shrubs and 

Ornamental Trees (Hydrangea Hydrangea 
macrophylla  and Boxwood Buxus sempervirens )

Est. $10,000.00**

**estimated by treasuer on 
market rates, no contractor 

quote provided

$5,000.00 No, 1st time 
applicant

Yes, due to 
irrigation 
system

No

Subdivision is  8 years 
old

Sprinkler/water line 
may fall under a 

construction bond issue

No
Yes, but reduced 

amount of $1,500, 
only for plantings

Yes, follow BA 
Rec

Chamberlin 
Crossing

Jasonatkinson2@comcast.net

Removal of Fence, Updated/Enhanced Landscape 
plantings (Basalm Fir Abies balsamea , Red Bud Cercis 

canadensis , Limelight Hydrangea Hydrangea 
paniculata ‘Limelight’) , Roxanne Geranium, Boxwood 
Buxus sempervirens ), landscape boulders, Mulch, new 
monument sign, new irrigation, paver walls and pilllars

$49,200.00 $5,000.00 No, 1st time 
applicant

Boulders NOT 
permitted in 
ROW/crash 

zone

Should 
provide plan 
for irrigation 

system to 
Engineering

Yes, but application only 
details a sign 

foundation (will need 
permit) and not the sign 

face

Subdivision is  9 years 
old

Yes - Conditioned 
on

revising plan to
remove boulders 

and
gate

Yes - Conditioned 
on revising plan to 
remove boulders 

and gate (also 
recommends plants 

other than 
hydrangeas)

Yes, follow BA 
Rec

Lochmoor Village Dixon5553@ yahoo.com Refresh of landscaping (Green Velvet Boxwood, 
Russian Cypress, "tiny tuff stuff" hydrangea)

$5,633.00 $2,816.50 No, 1st time 
applicant

No No 30 years old Yes

Yes
(recommends 

plants
other than 

hydrangeas)

Yes

The Enclave 
Condominiums

tchrlange@aol.com Parking Area lighting $40,793.00 $5,000.00 No, 1st time 
applicant

No No

40 years old

The work described is 
not of the type typically 

associated with this 
grant, may not be 

applicable

No - this is outside 
of the purview of 

the grant
No No

Vista Hills kidambiskannan@gmail.com

Two sub entrances, Refresh of landscaping (Green 
Velvet Hybrid Boxwood, Miscanthus Variegated 

Grasses, Karl Forester Grasses, Japanese Forest Grass, 
Myrtle, Periwinkle, Miss Kim Drawf Lilac)

$12,066.00 $5,000.00 Yes, 2016 cycle no No 29 years old
Yes - Conditioned 
on revising plan to 
remove invasive

Yes - Conditioned 
on

revising plan to 
remove
invasive

Yes, follow BA 
Rec

Walden Woods II gawebber@icloud.com

Repair and refresh current sign (paint and masonry  
repair), removal of invasive buckthorn, installation of 

Maden Grass, Dark Horse Waigela, Green Velvet 
Boxwood, and Hydrangea-Bobo

$8,651.00 $4,325.50 No, 1st time 
applicant

No No, refresh only 29 years old Yes

Total Requested: $22,816.50 
Total Recommended: $14,316.50
Total Approved (4/7/25): $14,316.50

UPDATED 4/23/25
Total Recommended: 18,642.00

mailto:anirban77sarkar@gmail.com
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mailto:tchrlange@aol.com
mailto:gawebber@icloud.com






























Staff Review 

 

Comments from BAC Staff Liaison:  

Walden Woods II 

 Some of the work borders on being maintenance but given the age of the 

subdivision appears to be a good investment 

 Good to see effort for removing invasive species in addition to refreshing 

plantings 

 No natives included in proposed new plantings, but all proposed are fairly 

standard, inoffensive additions to the landscaping  

 No special permits (sign/ROW/etc.) are required for the work being performed 

 

Comments from Landscape Architect:  

Walden Woods II 

 The sign and landscaping is a bit tired, and the serviceberry is underneath the 

evergreens (not well-designed).  There are some cracks in the rock wall.  So, 

although it is pretty much a maintenance thing, I think it has merit. 

 It’s not clear where the buckthorn is or how much they’ll be removing. 

 It’s not clear where the euonymus is going (it shouldn’t be near the woods as it 

will spread into them) 

 None of the proposed plants are native to Michigan (the existing serviceberry is 

native to MI). 

 More shade-tolerant species would be a good idea to get significant flowering 

(Weigela, spiraea, maidenhair grass do better with more sun).  While they’re also 

not native to Michigan, dwarf oakleaf hydrangea, summersweet, or Virginia 

sweetspire might do better in place of the shrubs they’re proposing 

 Plan doesn’t show positioning of relocated spiraeas 



PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION 

ARTICLE V. - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
DIVISION 2. BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

 
 

 
Novi, Michigan, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2021-12-06 11:42:54 [EST] 
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DIVISION 2. BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Sec. 2-171. Creation. 

There is hereby created a beautification advisory commission for the city.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 1.01, 6-6-83) 

Sec. 2-172. Composition. 

The beautification advisory commission shall be composed of nine (9) electors of the city.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 2.02, 6-6-83; Ord. No. 95-64.02, Pt. I, 5-15-95; Ord. 96-64.03, Pt. I, 2-5-96) 

Sec. 2-173. Appointment, terms of members. 

The members of the beautification advisory commission shall be appointed by the council. Following the 
initial appointments, all subsequent commission terms shall be for three (3) years.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 3.01, 6-6-83) 

Sec. 2-174. Compensation of members. 

The members of the beautification advisory commission shall serve without compensation.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 4.01, 6-6-83) 

Sec. 2-175. Chairman. 

The beautification advisory commission shall elect its own chairman for a term of one (1) year.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 5.01, 6-6-83) 

Sec. 2-176. Appointment of committees. 

The beautification advisory commission may set up committees and appoint to such committees, persons 
not members of the commission. Such appointees, at the time of their appointment, shall be employed by or 
associated with a firm or business located within the city or shall be electors of the city.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 6.01, 6-6-83) 

koppermann
Highlight
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Sec. 2-177. Meetings. 

The beautification advisory commission shall hold at least one (1) regular meeting each month. It shall adopt 
rules for transaction of business and shall keep records of its resolutions and recommendations, which records 
shall be a public record.  

Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 7.01, 6-6-83) 

State law reference(s)—Open meetings act, MCL 15.261 et eg.; freedom of information act, MCL 15.231 et seq.  

Sec. 2-178. Staff assistance. 

The city manager shall be responsible for providing necessary staff assistance to serve the beautification 
advisory commission as in his opinion he may deem necessary.  

Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 8.01, 6-6-83) 

Sec. 2-179. Funding. 

Funds may be appropriated for the beautification advisory commission to defray it expenses. Such 
appropriation shall be made at the discretion of the council.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 9.01, 6-6-83) 

Sec. 2-180. Functions. 

The beautification advisory commission shall perform the following and/or advise the council concerning any 
and all of the following matters:  

(1) Consider and propose programs which would improve the physical appearance of the community and 
implement such programs as may be approved by the council;  

(2) Annually organize and carry out a shortterm campaign to encourage citizen participation in activities 
designed to beautify the city;  

(3) Consider and advise the council on such other matters as may be referred to the commission by the 
council.  

(Ord. No. 83-64.01, § 10.01, 6-6-83) 

Secs. 2-181—2-190. Reserved. 

 



 
 
 
 

Beautification Commission 
 

Vision Statement 
 

Beautiful Corridors, Neighborhoods, and Business 

Districts. 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Education, Providing Outreach, and Enhancing 

Community Involvement 
 

Core Values 
 

Members are welcoming, focused, visionary, and stewards of the 

environment. 

 

Members are focused on creating partnerships, collaboration, being an 

information resource, and strengthening community image and sense of 

place. 

 

Members promote thinking green, health and wellness, and community 

involvement and education. 
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