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The mission of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department is to provide  

exceptional park, recreation and cultural opportunities that are diverse and enhance lives.   

Novi Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services completed another successful soccer season. Programs 

included Tiny Tikes Soccer, recreational, and select leagues known as the Novi Parks Soccer Club 

Thunder & Lightning. Age divisions ranged from U4-U19. There were 965 players involved this spring, 

which represents an 11 percent increase from the spring 2023 season and it is also the most soccer 

players we have ever had in a single season. Our Boys 2009 Lightning Gold team competed in the 

MSYSA State Cup and made it all the way to the championship game. 

 

This program incorporated the Department’s core value of excellence by providing high-quality 

uniforms, equipment, and experiences for a very reasonable price. On April 20, Novi Parks hosted 

Dooley Dog Day and grilled 1,000 free hot dogs in appreciation of all the coaches, players, and 

parents that make the program such a great success. Dooley Dog Day is sponsored by PRCS 

Commissioner Jay Dooley. 

2024 Spring Youth Soccer Leagues 

Youth Soccer Leagues STATS 

Total Participants 965 

Tiny Tikes Players 82 

NPSC Thunder Players 526 

NPSC Lightning Players 357 

Volunteer Value  
Independent Sector Data at $33.49/hour 

$191,395.35 

Total Teams 83 

Number of hot dogs grilled during 

Dooley Dog Day 
1,000 

Recreation Supervisor C. Root 



 

    TO:     VICTOR CARDENAS, CITY MANAGER 

    FROM:     JEFF MUCK, PRCS DIRECTOR 

    SUBJECT:     JESSICA’S SPLASHPAD OPERATIONS 

    DATE:          JUNE 13, 2024 

     

 

 

 
 

The long-awaited opening of Jessica’s Splashpad at Bosco Fields Park kicked off with a VIP 

and Distinguished Donor private preview on May 18. Approximately one hundred 

attendees enjoyed giveaway items, hot dogs, cookies and a short program with remarks 

from Mayor Fischer and Jessica Starr’s mother, Carol Starr before the water was turned on.  

 

The splashpad officially opened to the public on Saturday, May 25. Approximately twelve 

people were waiting when the gates opened at 10am. Attendance grew during the day 

with a high hourly visitation of eighty-seven (87) attendees (capacity on the splashpad is 

one hundred (100) per EGLE) for the opening weekend.  

 

From May 25 – June 10 (seventeen [17] operational days), the splashpad has been closed 

due to weather and/or opened late or closed early seven (7) days. It was also closed two 

days for a planned electrical update and opened late once due to a staffing issue.  

 

Following opening weekend, on days we have been fully operational, we have ranged 

from zero attendees per hour to a high of ninety-eight (98). Staff will be monitoring 

attendance statistics throughout the summer. 

 

PRCS staff will be evaluating all operational aspects (hours, site amenities, rules, etc.) 

throughout this first season and will adjust for 2025 if deemed necessary. 

 

 

Jessica’s Splashpad Statistics:  

 Opened May 25th  

 17 days of operation  

 9 closed early or altogether due to weather or electrical updates 

 98 attendees has been the highest attended period thus far  
 

MEMORANDUM 

Mayor and Council-  
 
Preliminary numbers for 
the splashpad. As a 
reminder, it is staff 
during operational hours. 
  
- Victor  



Under the theme “In Memory of Many, In Honor of All”, residents gathered to honor the service and 

sacrifice of our fallen heroes.  

 

The Fuerst Field of Honor event, held at Fuerst Park, commenced with a 

lively concert by Geff Phillips and Friends. Community members sang 

and danced along to familiar tunes. While the band played, 88  

Veterans and their guests enjoyed Mission BBQ served by Staff,  

Rotarians, CERT, Parks Commissioners and City Council members. The 

VFW-Post #1519 presented the flags, and the Novi Scouts led the Pledge 

of Allegiance. The Novi Choralaires performed 'God Bless America' 

along with the anthems of the United States Military Branches. Mayor 

Fischer  delivered a Memorial Day message and encouraged everyone 

to walk the Trail of Honor. The memorial service rounded out with laying 

of the wreaths, a rifle salute, and playing of Taps.  The Trail of Honor  

displayed 200 American Flags and 36 medallions. The flags were  

displayed through May 31, providing an opportunity for the community 

to reflect and pay respects at their leisure.  

 

Memorial Day kicked off with the twelfth annual Memorial Day Run which included a 5K and 1-mile fun 

run. This year the event had 426 people registered (322 5K and 104 1 Milers). The race raised $506 for 

Jessica’s Splashpad.   
 

Parade activities began as honored veterans and dignitaries enjoyed a continental breakfast in the 

Meadowbrook Activity Center. Gathering along the parade route, Novi residents saluted 18 veterans 

and cheered on 35 parade groups as the annual Memorial Day Parade traveled to the Novi Civic 

Center.  

2024 MEMORIAL DAY  

ACTIVITIES 

The mission of the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department is to provide  

exceptional park, recreation and cultural opportunities that are diverse and enhance lives.   

Memorial Day 

2024 
Stats 

Veterans and 

Guests 
88 

Runners/Walkers 426 

Money Raised for      

Jessica’s Splash-

pad 

$506 

Parade Entries 35 

Event Supervisors 

S. Fellhauer 

S. Fisher 

M. Lachance 


	Top
	2024 Second Quarter RCOC Road Report
	RCOC Road Report 2024 2nd Qtr

	Spring Soccer Picture Page
	2024 Spring Youth Soccer Leagues

	Jessica's Splashpad Opening
	SplashpadOpeningMemo6_13_24

	Memorial Day Activities
	2024 Memorial Day Events2

	Bottom

