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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

Development Center, Room A, 225 N. Webster Ave., Norman, OK 73069 
Thursday, November 05, 2026 at 5:30 PM 

AGENDA 

It is the policy of the City of Norman that no person or groups of persons shall on the grounds 

of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, place of birth, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity or expression, familial status, marital status, including marriage to a person of 

the same sex, disability, relation, or genetic information, be excluded from participation in, be 

denied the benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination in employment activities or in 

all programs, services, or activities administered by the City, its recipients, sub-recipients, and 

contractors. In the event of any comments, complaints, modifications, accommodations, 

alternative formats, and auxiliary aids and services regarding accessibility or inclusion, please 

call 405-366-5424, Relay Service: 711. To better serve you, five (5) business days' advance 

notice is preferred. 

ROLL CALL 

MINUTES 

1. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT 
AND/OR POSTPONEMENT OF THE MINUTES AS FOLLOWS: 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

2. CONSIDERATION OF ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 

3. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE HISTORICAL PLAQUE LOCATED IN ADKINS 

CROSSING PARK. 

ACTION ITEMS 

4. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE NORMAN FORWARD MASTER PLAN UPDATES   

5. CONSIDERATION OF   APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT TO DESIGNATE THE HISTORIC   LINDSEY STREET WATER 
TOWER, AND THE AREA BENEATH THE WATER TOWER AS A   SPECIAL-USE 
PARK AND NAMING THE PARK THE “WATER TOWER PARK”  

REPORTS 

6. NORMAN FORWARD UPDATE  
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7. DIVISION UPDATE 

8. CAPRA UPDATE 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

This is an opportunity for citizens to address the Norman Board of Parks 
Commissioners. Due to Open Meeting Act regulations, the Commissioners are not able 
to participate in discussion during public comments. Remarks should be directed to the 
Commissioners as a whole and limited to three minutes or less.   

ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11/05/2026 

REQUESTER: Jason Olsen 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation  

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, 
AMENDMENT AND/OR POSTPONEMENT OF THE MINUTES AS 
FOLLOWS: 

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2026 
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 Norman Board of Parks Commissioners 

September 3, 2026 

 

The Norman Board of Parks Commissioners of the City of Norman, Cleveland County, State of Oklahoma,  

met in a Regular Session in the Development Center Conference Room A, on the 3rd day of September, 2026, 

at 5:38 p.m., and notice of the agenda of the meeting was posted at the Development Center Building at  

225 N. Webster Avenue and on the City website at least 24 hours prior to the beginning of the meeting. 
 

 ROLL CALL 
 

 

Present: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

Absent: Commissioners Tedder-Loffland, Wright and Wyckoff 
 

City Officials  

Present: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

 James Briggs, Park Development Manager 

 Cyriacus Igwilo, Recreation Manager 

 Jeff Moody, Event & Media Coordinator  

 Wade Thompson, Parks Manager 

 Karla Sitton, Administrative Technician IV  
 

 

ITEM 1, being: 
 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 4, 2026, PARK BOARD REGULAR MEETING  
 

Commissioner Isacksen made the motion, and Commissioner Usry seconded to approve the Regular Park 

Board minutes of June 4, 2026. The vote was taken with the following results: 
 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

ITEM 2, being:   
 

 CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR POSTPONEMENT OF  

 PREVIOUSLY APPROVED COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

Mr. Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation, highlighted the previously approved Council actions 

pertaining to the Parks and Recreation Department as follows: 
 

 Item #13: Transfer of 0.67 Acres from the Oklahoma Department of Transportation to the City for 

Real Property to be Used as Park Land in Conjunction at Adkins Crossing Park and the Potential 

Norman Forward River Park  

 Item #15: Contract K-2627-25: Norman Firehouse Art Center for the Use of the Firehouse Art Center 

in Lions Park  

 Item #16: Contract K-2627-32: Performing Arts Studio dba The Depot for Use of the Santa Fe Train 

Station  

 Item #17: Contract K-2627-36: Beck Design in the Amount of $92,000 for the Sooner Theatre Mast 

Plan Project  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ITEM 3, being:  
 

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF LAND OR FEE IN LIEU OF PARK LAND FOR THE RE-PLAT OF CEDAR 

LANE ADDITION 
 

Cedar Lane Addition is located north of Cedar Lane Road, south of Post Oak, west of 12th Ave. SE, and east 

of the BNSF Railroad, adjacent to Eagle Cliff Addition and Cobblestone Creek Golf Course. The preliminary 

plat was submitted in 2005, proposing 861 single-family lots requiring 5.6935 acres of parkland, which led to 
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the creation of Songbird Park for both Cedar Lane and Monterey residents. Previously, a large portion of the 

south half was not planned for R-1 housing, but that area has now been redesigned for 183 new R-1 lots, 

necessitating 1.1987 acres of public parkland and double that for private parks. The revised plat includes open 

spaces but no designated parkland, with new R-1 units generating $13,725 in neighborhood and community 

park development fees per building permit issued. 
 

The re-plat of Cedar Lane Addition includes street and sidewalk connections to the original single-family area 

and Songbird Park on Skylar’s Way. The developer plans to pay a Fee-In-Lieu of Land for additional R-1 

housing and will preserve a significant area as open/green space. Given that Songbird Park has amenities like 

a playground, walking trail, gazebo, basketball court, and soccer field, staff supports this proposal. The fee and 

additional park development fees from new housing will fund improvements at Songbird Park. Moreover, 

nearby parks in Eagle Cliff, Links, Southlake/St. James, and Pebblebrook will serve residents, easing the 

demand on Songbird. 
 

City Staff recommends that the Park Board accept a fee-in-lieu-of-land decision for the re-plat of Cedar Lane 

Addition.   
 

Commissioner Nanny made the motion, and Commissioner Fagin seconded to accept a fee-in-lieu of land 

decision for the re-plat of Cedar Lane Addition. The vote was taken with the following results: 
 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ITEM 4, being:  
 

    CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FROM SOONER THEATRE 
 

Ms. Jennifer Baker, Executive Director of the Sooner Theatre, delivered an annual presentation to the Board, 

including financial information, which was provided to the Board prior to the meeting. She stated that more 

than 13,000 audience members attended Sooner Theatre events during FY 2025 and spent an average of $49.36 

per person in the community, resulting in an economic impact of $651,058. Ms. Baker said 1,378 enrolled in 

more than 75 camps and classes, and the Sooner Theatre awarded $81,167 in scholarships to 384 students, 

maintaining a policy of never turning a child away for financial need. She highlighted the programs, special 

events, and rental activities, and mentioned that Sooner Theatre partnered with Healthy Living Norman to 

stage a production of Guys and Dolls SR, featuring a cast of 47 senior performers aged 50-84. Ms. Baker said 

total revenue earned for FY2025 was $938,699, which accounted for 73% of Sooner Theatre’s budget.   
 

Commissioner Isacksen asked about the $83,000 miscellaneous expense in the audited financials, and Ms. 

Baker said many items are lumped together, i.e., income or expenses that were not realized from the last fiscal 

year that carried over.  Staff recommended that the Board accept the annual report from Sooner Theatre and 

recommend submitting it to the City Council.   
 

Commissioner Isacksen made the motion, and Commissioner Nanny recommended accepting the Sooner 

Theatre annual report and submitting it to the City Council. The vote was taken with the following results:  
 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ITEM 5, being:  
  

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE APPOINTMENT OF NORMAN RESIDENTS TO THE SOONER THEATRE 

MASTER PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE  
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Mr. Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation, said in May 2026 that a Request for Qualifications  

(RFQ-2526-51) for Professional Design Services for the Sooner Theatre Improvements Master Plan was 

advertised in the Norman Transcript and on the City of Norman website. Complete proposals were received 

from fifteen design teams. The Review Committee shortlisted five firms for interviews and subsequently 

recommended engaging the services of the team led by Beck Design of Oklahoma City for this project. The 

process we intend to use to develop the master plan will include utilizing a project Steering Committee, a 

public input process, and review by the Norman Board of Park Commissioners, Parks and Recreation Staff, 

and City Council. A vital part of the plan will be to obtain a current opinion of probable costs, funding sources, 

and a phasing plan to help craft the scope of any construction project(s) resulting from this study.  
 

The contract with Beck includes a schedule of input meetings, design work, and deliverables, which will give 

the city a clear vision for renovating the facility into this immensely popular cultural entertainment space.   

On August 25, 2026, the Council approved Contract Number K-2627-36 to Beck Design in the total amount of 

$92,000.00 for the Sooner Theatre Master Plan Project. The proposed funding will come from the proposed 

appropriation of the Room Tax Account Fund Balance.   
 
 

Norman Board of Park Commissioners - Sooner Theatre Steering Committee  

Mayor Nominee:    Nicholas Bartell 

Ward 4 Nominee:   Julius Manda Shae Dickinson 

Park Board Chair Nominee:  Brad Benson 

Parks Director Nominee:  Lee Hall 

Sooner Theatre Nominee:  Leslie Clowners 

Park Board Ex Officio:  Kristina Wycoff     

It is recommended that the Board of Park Commissioners approve the above list of Norman residents for the 

Sooner Theatre Master Plan Steering Committee. 
 

Commissioner Usry made the motion, and Commissioner Nanny seconded to approve the proposed Sooner 

Theatre Master Plan Steering Committee. The vote was taken with the following results: 
 

 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ITEM 6, being:  
    

 CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FROM MOORE-LINDSAY HISTORICAL HOUSE 

MUSEUM 
 

Ms. Savannah Miller, Manager at the Moore-Lindsey Historical House Museum (MLHHM), presented the 

annual report to the Board, including financial information, which was provided to the Board prior to the 

meeting. In FY25-26, the MLHHM welcomed 2,000 visitors for general admission, events, rentals, education 

and outreach, field trips, and group tours. Ms. Miller highlighted the museum's fees and income and noted 

that additional sources of income for MLHHM include a gift shop, grants, royalties from MLHHM books, and 

fundraisers.  She said the financial highlights included a $26,000 grant from the Arts Council, a $5,000 grant, 

and a $1,000 sponsorship from OEC.   Ms. Miller highlighted the FY25-26 events and said museum staff have 

planned 4 exhibits or micro-exhibits, 10 events, and 30 education & outreach programs in FY26-27.  
    

Commissioner Isacksen said the financial statements in the annual report do not list any liabilities or any net 

assets/fund balances; however, the tax return included in the financials does report these. In recent years, the 

liabilities in the tax return have been fairly small, $1,640 as of 12/31/24 and $1,338 as of 12/31/25; as such, the 

net assets/fund balances are almost the same amount as total assets. Commissioner Isacksen said she wanted to 

be sure that, as of fiscal year-end, total liabilities are either zero or similarly small. And, if possible, what type 

of debt is reported as a liability on the tax return?  Ms. Miller said she would check with the accountant and 
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provide that information to Park Staff so it can be distributed to the Board. Commissioner Fagin asked whether 

the Board could approve the annual report or if it needed to wait until updated financial information is 

provided.  Mr. Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation, felt it was a small request but said it was up to 

the Board whether to approve the annual report. 
 

Commissioner Nanny made the motion, and Commissioner Fagin seconded to accept the Moore-Lindsey 

Historical House Museum annual report and recommend submitting the report to the City Council. The vote 

was taken with the following results: 
 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

ITEM 7, being:  
    

 CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT FROM HEALTHY LIVING NORMAN 
 

Ms. Katherine Leidy, Director of Healthy Living Norman, presented the Adult Wellness and Education (AWE) 

Center's annual report and provided financial information to the Board before the meeting. She highlighted 

regular and special events and programming, as well as membership fees for individuals, families, veterans, 

Silver Sneakers, and the Chickasaw Nation.  Ms. Leidy said that as of June 30, 2026, the AWE had 4,039 

active members, exceeding the goal of 4,000 by December 2026. She said that in FY 2025-26, the AWE offered 

2,908 fitness classes (with a total attendance of 39,477), 622 art classes (with a total attendance exceeding 

4,671), and 1,154 educational, social, and game events. She said additional goals include increasing member 

participation and continuing to expand programming in visual art, STEM, and performing arts. Ms. Leidy said 

the AWE collaborated with Sooner Theatre and hosted a production of “Guys and Dolls” Senior in June 2026.  

She said it was a huge success, and, as a result, a Broadway Club was created.  
 

Ms. Leidy said the statement of activity for FYE 2025-26 reflects $891,942 in total revenue and $710,414 in 

total expenditures, resulting in approximately $180,521 in reported net revenue. She said the largest source 

of revenue was memberships at $654,000. Ms. Leidy said she is hopeful that the AWE can participate in 

Norman Forward (NF) 2 to add a new gymnasium, which will include an indoor pickleball court and an 

expanded walking track (potentially relocating the current track in the weight room to the gymnasium). 
 

Commissioner Isacksen asked Ms. Leidy to provide one of the following for the financial statements:  

1) Reconciliation of Net Revenue as reported in the Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2026 ($71,916) to Net Revenue 

as reported in the Statement of Activity ($180,521 for the year ended June 30, 2026 or $8,632 for month ended 

June 30, 2026); or 2) Corrected financial statements that reflect the same amount reported as Net Revenue in 

the two financial statements. Ms. Leidy stated she would provide the information to City staff for distribution 

to the Board. 
 

Commissioner Isacksen made the motion, and Commissioner Nanny seconded to postpone the acceptance of 

the Healthy Living Norman annual report until the financial information requested by the Board has been 

submitted. The vote was taken with the following results: 
 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ITEM 8, being: 
 

 CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AND/OR POSTPONEMENT OF  

 FUNDING DISBURSEMENT FOR FYE 2027: TO THE NORMAN FIREHOUSE ARTS CENTER, INC. 

 IN THE AMOUNT DESCRIBED IN THE STAFF REPORT, PURSUANT TO THE PROCESS  

            OUTLINED IN THE LEASE AGREEMENT, CONTRACT K-2627-25, AND FYE 2027 BUDGET 
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            ALLOCATION BY CITY COUNCIL, TO ASSIST WITH THE OPERATION OF THE FIREHOUSE ART 

            CENTER. 
 

Mr. Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation, said during the budgeting process for fiscal year 2026-2027 

(FYE 2027), the City Council allocated an amount of $380,043.00 to contribute to Arts, Culture, and Event 

Organizations, with individual distributions from said allocation to be issued by the Board of Parks 

Commissioners at their regularly scheduled meeting in August of each year. He said the organizations are 

required to apply to the Board for funding disbursements and demonstrate the extent of financial support 

requested for the upcoming funding year. The FYE 2027 funding disbursement for the Firehouse Art Center 

is recommended by staff at $140,400.00, including $110,000 for operational support and $ 30,400 for utilities. 

This amount was determined by making an eight percent (8%) cut to the funding support received for the last 

funding year, plus an allocation of $30,000 for utilities support. An eight percent (8%) cut was utilized, as that 

is what was used to determine the overall funding pool available for these organizations, as compared to the 

previous funding year allocation, by the City Council in the FYE 2027 budget process. The Firehouse Art 

Center received $151,257.40 in supportive funding and utilities assistance in the previous funding year.  

Staff recommends that the Board allocate $140,400.00 in supportive funding to the Firehouse Art Center for 

FYE 2027. Such supportive funding is to be memorialized in a separate Funding Disbursement Agreement to 

be approved and adopted by the City Council. Commissioner Isacksen suggested clarifying what the cultural 

organizations received last year, including the composition of the funding and utilities, to better understand 

the impact of the 8% cut. 

Commissioner Davison made the motion, and Commissioner Fagin seconded, to allocate $140,400.00 in 

supportive funding to the Firehouse Art Center for FYE 2027 and to recommend submitting for City Council 

approval and adoption. The vote was taken with the following results: 
 

YEAH: Chair Sheriff and Commissioners Davison, Fagin, Isacksen, Nanny, and Usry 
 

NAY: None 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ITEM 9, being:  
 

 NORMAN FORWARD UPDATE 
 

Mr. Olsen said work continues at Bluestem Park and a ribbon-cutting will be held in October/November. He 

said the proposed future Canadian River Park is still in the due diligence phase of purchasing that property.  

He said ODOT donated just under an acre of land to the City that connects to Adkins Crossing Park and the 

future Canadian River Park, which will ultimately become a single park. Mr. Olsen said he presented an 

update regarding the financial status of the Norman Forward program, which could end with $11 million in 

excess funds, at a Council Study Session. Council directed Staff to allocate funds for design and, eventually, 

construction as they become available for the list of projects presented at the April Park Board meeting.  

Mr. Olsen said the immediate projects will be Andrews Park, Reaves Park Kids Space, Griffin Park playground 

and restroom building, and the Adult Wellness & Education Center (AWE) multi-sports gym space. He said 

Staff will bring updates on the master plans for Reaves, Griffin, Ruby Grant, the future Multi-Sports Park, 

YFAC, and AWE to gather input before presenting to Council. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ITEM 10, being:  
  

 DIVISION UPDATE  
 

Mr. Wade Thompson, Parks Manager, said crews have been through every park twice to clear debris from the 

July 4th storm. He said mowing has slowed down due to the extreme heat, which has allowed maintenance 

projects such as Ruby Grant Park trails, adding a couple of inches of topsoil at the Colonial Commons baseball 

field to help alleviate standing water during the rainy season, installing the musical flowers at Ruth Updegraff 
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Park, demolishing the Andrews Building slab, basic maintenance on the Reaves Park ball fields, and working 

with the Storm Water Division on high hazard dams at Sutton Wilderness and Hall Park that will be inspected 

in October.  
 

Mr. James Briggs, Park Development Manager, said staff have been doing design and budget review for the 

new Reaves Park restroom building and working with the OU Architecture and Construction Science seniors 

on the design of the Reaves Park pavilion at Kids Space. He said work continues at Bishop Creek Eco Park, 

including installing the rain garden, completing landscaping, reseeding, installing hydrants, and Staff is 

planning an October/November ribbon-cutting. Mr. Briggs said Staff is working on the design for the Lindsey 

Street Water Tower project, and the area under the water tower will become a pocket park with park seating, 

sidewalks, and landscaping.  He said staff is designing a native landscape palette for the median on West Main 

Street near the new QuikTrip gas station, with the focus on growing native plants, including tree seedlings, to 

replace those that were removed. Mr. Briggs mentioned that the City Forester is currently pursuing a grant 

opportunity to purchase trees for planting in parks. Additionally, the forester has been watering many trees 

in the parks and on City property during this heat wave. 

 

Mr. Cyriacus Igwilo, Recreation Manager, said Staff is partnering with Visit Norman to do a kickoff event on 

Campus Corner for the first OU football game.  He said the 12th Avenue Recreation Center is hosting a  

Labor Day camp tomorrow, September 4th from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; the last day of public swim at Westwood 

Family Aquatic Center (WWFAC) is Monday, September 7th; and the Oklahoma Senior Games will be 

September 12th & 13th at WWFAC.  Mr. Igwilo said the annual United Way golf tournament at Westwood 

Golf is on September 25th and Nerf Night at the 12th Avenue Recreation Center on September 25th at 6:00 p.m. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ITEM 11, being:  
 

CAPRA UPDATE 
 

Mr. Cyriacus Igwilo, Recreation Manager, provided a CAPRA update stating three (3) sections are completed 

and ready for review. He said that on August 13, 2026, Chris Nunes, Certified Park and Recreation Executive 

(CPRE), with Broken Compass, an agency that provides training and consulting services for parks and 

recreation agencies across the United States, assisted the Norman Parks & Recreation Staff in developing a 

Parks and Recreation Strategic Plan, which will enhance leadership and customer service skills and support 

the Department in achieving our goals. Mr. Igwilo stated that the Strategic Plan is part of the CAPRA 

certification detailed in Chapter 2.5 (Planning - Strategic Plan). 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  
 

Mr. Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation, announced that several Parks & Recreation Staff members 

will attend the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) annual conference next month in 

Philadelphia and will therefore not be present at the October Park Board meeting. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Dr. Michael Givel, Ph.D., distributed handouts regarding the historical marker at Adkins Crossing Park and 

stated it is significantly incomplete and potentially misleading. He said the historical marker does not state how 

and why the land run occurred, who the first Norman settlers were, and whose land was claimed. 

Dr. Givel called on the Board of Park Commissioners to begin updating the current historical marker, adding to 

the existing history, and correcting this significant historical problem with a more complete history.   

Mr. James Briggs, Park Development Manager, gave several examples of historical markers within our parks, 

i.e., Ruth Updegraff Park, Francis Kate Park, June Benson Park, and Legacy Trail.  He said that this historical 

marker was placed 50 years ago, and that the Parks & Recreation Director and Staff, Park Commissioners, and 

Historical Society Staff from that time are no longer employed by or on a committee with the City and/or the 

Historical Society, so clarification could be sought. He explained that the current process for placing a historical 
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marker in a city park involves significant research regarding the accuracy of the historical information, and then 

Staff presents their findings to the Park Board for approval and recommendation. He said that may not have 

necessarily been the process when this historical marker was placed at Adkins Crossing Park.  
 

Mr. Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation, said Staff found very little information in our records because 

it was 50 years ago, and we are ultimately making assumptions about why the historical marker/plaque reads as 

it does. He also noted that Adkins Crossing Park’s use may change in the future, given the possible connection 

of Adkins Crossing Park land to the recent purchase of land for a Norman Forward Park and/or Trail, i.e., 

Canadian River Park/Trail.  
  

Commissioner Nanny said, since this has been brought to the Park Board during Public Comment, what 

authority does the Park Board and/or Staff have regarding Dr. Givel’s statement regarding the historical marker?  

Commissioner Usry asked whether the Historical Society would have a say in the decision regarding the future 

of the historical marker since it was gifted by them. 
 

Mr. Olsen said that if the Park Board wants to discuss this issue further, it needs to be added to the November 

4, 2026, Park Board agenda.  Staff will invite the Historical Society to the meeting; Staff will consult with the 

City legal department & likely have recommendations for the Park Board. Mr. Olsen said the Board can make 

a recommendation to Staff, and Staff (the City Manager and/or the Park Director) will make the final decision.   
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 ADJOURNMENT 
 

Chair Sheriff adjourned the meeting at 7:23 p.m.   

 

Passed and approved this ____________of ________________________ 2026 
 

 

 

  

       

Sherrel Sheriff, Chair 
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11/05/2026 

REQUESTER: Karla Sitton, Administrative Tech IV 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation 

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF ACCEPTANCE, REJECTION, AMENDMENT 
AND/OR POSTPONEMENT OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED CITY 
COUNCIL ITEMS 

  

DISCUSSION: 

The City of Norman City Council held Regular and Special meetings in October 2026 to consider 
several items related to the Parks and Recreation Department. Staff has included those 
previously approved City Council agenda items to keep you informed and up to date.  
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11-05-2026 

REQUESTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

PRESENTER: James Briggs, Park Development Manager 

ITEM TITLE: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE HISTORICAL PLAQUE LOCATED IN 
ADKINS CROSSING PARK. 

  

BACKGROUND: 

Adkins Crossing Park is located at 2136 24th Avenue SW. It is on the west side of the furthest 
south section of 24th Avenue—after which the road ends at a pair of driveways leading to a 
church property or a private access road to the land south of the park, leading down to the South 
Canadian River. There is a plaque in the park and an old wagon wheel mounted on a concrete 
pedestal to commemorate the park's naming after the river crossing operated at that location by 
the Pryor Adkins family at the time of Norman’s founding during the land run of 1889. The plaque, 
placed in 1978, states that it was erected by the Cleveland County Historical Society (CCHS) 
and the Jack Black family at that time (see attached image). 

Recently, Dr. Michael Givel has raised questions about the accuracy and/or completeness of the 
information on the plaque. He has contacted the city and the current membership of the CCHS 
to state his testimony regarding the larger story of the Land Run and the history of Norman 
(testimony attached). 

DISCUSSION: 
 
Parks & Recreation staff have also spoken with the CCHS about the plaque and its accuracy.  

They have responded with the attached statement, which, for several reasons, recommends that 

the plaque remain as-is to serve as a factual marker of the business and family name of those 

who once operated the business at or near the park site. They offer that any more detailed or in-

depth discussion of historical events, policies, or consequences regarding the time period when 

the Adkins family was on that land be placed on another informational sign or signs.   

The discussion may lead to further action at Adkins Crossing Park. It should be noted that 

possible changes are coming to the park—both physically and functionally, as the City of Norman 

is currently looking to acquire land along the river to create a Canadian River Park, with what is 

currently Adkins Crossing Park acting as a trailhead-type facility with major renovation that would 

come with it if the park and any additional land need to be redesigned.  A renaming of the park 

may be included as the process unfolds.  For now, the park will remain as-is.   
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CCHS Recommendation Regarding Adkins Crossing Marker 

Following a review of the Adkins Crossing historical marker and available supporting 

documentation, the Cleveland County Historical Society recommends retaining the existing 

marker without revision or replacement. The review identified no factual inaccuracies in the 

marker's current text. 

The concerns raised by Dr. Givel primarily address the limited historical context provided 

regarding the Unassigned Lands, the Land Run of 1889, the dispossession of Native American 

peoples, and other aspects of the area’s history. While these are important and complex subjects 

that warrant thoughtful historical interpretation, the purpose and physical limitations of a 

historical marker necessarily require a narrow focus.  Similar historical markers located 

throughout Norman's parks provide concise accounts of the family associated with the property and 

explaining its connection to the park's name rather than comprehensive examinations of the broader 

historical circumstances surrounding them. The Adkins Crossing marker is consistent with this 

approach. The absence of a more extensive discussion of related historical subjects does not, in 

itself, render the existing marker inaccurate or misleading. 

Should the Cleveland County Historical Society pursue additional interpretation of the Land 

Run, the Unassigned Lands, or the broader history of the area, staff recommends doing so 

through a more comprehensive interpretive format that allows for appropriate historical depth 

and nuance. Any such effort should be developed in consultation with relevant Tribal Nations 

and informed by appropriate historical sources. 

 

Historical Documentation and Interpretive Standards Supporting the Staff 

Recommendation 

A review of available historical documentation has identified no factual inaccuracies in the 

existing Adkins Crossing marker. The Adkins family history and subsequent local histories 

support the account presented on the marker, while contemporary newspaper articles establish 

that Adkins Crossing was a recognized place name by at least 1906. Research is ongoing to 

identify additional corroborating evidence from primary sources. 

Although the Cleveland County Historical Society does not possess documentation identifying 

the specific sources consulted when the marker was created in 1978, the absence of these records 

should not be interpreted as evidence that the marker was created without historical research or 

that its contents lack historical support. It simply means that the sources consulted by the original 

authors nearly fifty years ago are unknown. The historical claims presented on the marker can 

still be evaluated and independently corroborated using sources available today. 
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Current Oklahoma Historical Society standards require historical markers to present historically 

accurate information supported by appropriate documentation, however we cannot retroactively 

apply these standards to a marker created in the past, nor can we assume that there was never any 

documentation. Additionally, these standards distinguish between the detailed historical research 

supporting a marker and the concise interpretive text intended for public display. Similarly, 

National Park Service guidance for outdoor wayside exhibits emphasizes the importance of 

maintaining a clear interpretive focus. The NPS advises that "the best waysides make one point 

and one point only" and recommends addressing subjects requiring extensive historical analysis 

through other interpretive formats. Although the Adkins Crossing marker is not an NPS wayside 

exhibit, these principles provide a useful framework for evaluating its purpose and scope. 

The Adkins Crossing marker is consistent with multiple other historical markers located 

throughout Norman's parks, which identify the families associated with particular properties and 

explain their connections to the parks' names. These markers serve a specific interpretive purpose 

rather than attempting to provide comprehensive histories of the land or the broader historical 

circumstances surrounding its settlement. 

Historical markers are necessarily limited in both physical space and the amount of information 

that can be effectively communicated to visitors. More importantly, attempting to incorporate the 

history of the Unassigned Lands, the Land Run of 1889, Native American dispossession, federal 

Indian policy, settlement, racial exclusion in Norman, and the broader history of the land into a 

single marker would require reducing exceptionally complex subjects to brief summaries. Such 

an approach risks creating additional interpretive problems by presenting these histories without 

the context necessary to understand their causes, consequences, and significance. Responsible 

historical interpretation requires sufficient space to examine these subjects with appropriate 

accuracy, nuance, and consideration for the people and communities affected. 

Current interpretive best practices recognize that different subjects and educational objectives are 

best served by different forms of interpretation. Rather than requiring an individual historical 

marker to address the entirety of the historical context surrounding its subject, more 

comprehensive interpretation should be developed through formats capable of accommodating 

the necessary research, historical perspectives, and explanatory detail. 

For these reasons, staff maintains that the existing Adkins Crossing marker fulfills its intended 

interpretive purpose and that the available historical evidence does not establish a need for 

revision or replacement. Should additional interpretation of the broader history of the area be 

pursued, it should be developed as a separate, more comprehensive effort in consultation with 

relevant Tribal Nations and other appropriate historical sources and stakeholders. 
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11/05/2026 

REQUESTER: Karla Sitton, Administrative Tech IV 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation 

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE NORMAN FORWARD MASTER PLAN 
UPDATES  

  

DISCUSSION: 
 

On October 13, 2015, Norman residents passed the Norman Forward initiative, which 
encompasses various quality-of-life projects, with a 1/2% sales tax collected over 15 years. 

Norman Forward is a citizen-initiated proposal to renovate, expand, construct, and fund quality-
of-life projects, such as multiple recreational facilities, libraries, parks, athletic venues, public art, 
trails, swim complexes, and other quality-of-life projects throughout Norman. The initiative came 
to the City Council from community groups, stakeholders, and Norman residents, who prepared 
an initial package using analysis and information from recreational planning professionals and 
research firms. Citizens passed the initiative at the polls in October 2015. 

There have been numerous improvements to existing parks and facilities, including Griffin Park 
and Reaves Park, as well as the construction of new parks and facilities such as Ruby Grant 
Park, the Young Family Athletic Center, and the Adult Wellness and Education Center. The 
Norman Forward initiative has also made it possible to upgrade and/or replace playground 
equipment, picnic shelters, sidewalks, and other amenities in many of Norman’s neighborhood 
parks. Remaining Norman Forward Projects include Saxon Park, Canadian River Park, Trail 
Development, and Neighborhood Park Development.   

At the April 2, 2026, Park Board meeting, Staff presented an update on the financial status of 
the Norman Forward program, which could result in $11 million in excess funds.  Staff also gave 
an update to Council at a Council Study Session, at which time Council directed Staff to allocate 
funds for design and, eventually, construction as they become available for Andrews Park, 
Reaves Park Kids Space, Griffin Park playground and restroom building, and the Adult Wellness 
& Education Center (AWE) multi-sports gym space.   
 
Staff would like to share the proposed updated master plans for Reaves, Griffin, Ruby Grant, the 
future Multi-Sports Park, YFAC, and AWE to gather input from the Park Board. 
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RECOMMENDATION 1: Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the updated NF Reaves 
Park Master Plan   
 
RECOMMENDATION 2: Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the updated NF Griffin 
Park Master Plan   
 
RECOMMENDATION 3: Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the updated NF Ruby 
Grant Park Master Plan   
 
RECOMMENDATION 4: Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the updated NF Multi-
Sports Park Master Plan   
 
RECOMMENDATION 5: Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the updated NF YFAC 
Master Plan   
 
RECOMMENDATION 6: Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the updated NF AWE 
Master Plan   
 
 

115

Item 4.



Norman Forward Master Plan Updates
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Passed in October of 2015 
½ Cent Sales Tax for 15 Years
Approx.. $150MM of Quality of Life Projects
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Master Plan Update Costs
Approved by City Council on 1/5/26

Griffin Park (PDG): $7,500
Reaves Park (Halff): $18,763
Ruby Grant Park (Wallace Design): $20,500
Multi-Sports Park (Wallace Design): $22,750
YFAC & Adult Wellness (FSB): $31,591
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Griffin Park 
November of 2025
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Griffin Park Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
NYSA
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Griffin Park 
NF Build Out
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Updated Griffin Park
Master Plan 

Design Cost Estimates

Soccer Complex $11.95MM
Pond Upgrades $1.42MM
Playground Area $5MM
Dog Park Upgrades $1.97MM
Recreation Center $25MM

Total $45.34MM
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Ruby Grant 
November of 2025
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Ruby Grant 
Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
Sooner Disk Golf
OU Cross Country
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Updated Ruby Grant 
NF Build Out
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Updated Ruby Grant 
Master Plan

Design Cost Estimates

Trail Upgrades $712K
Cross Country $1.5MM
Event Building $4MM
Splash Pad $1MM
Misc. Park Upgrades $1.86MM

Total $9.1MM
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Updated Reaves Park
Master Plan
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Reaves Park
NF Build Out
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Reaves Park
NF Build Out

Design Cost Estimates

Sitework $2.48MM
Ball Field Upgrades $8.49MM
Park Upgrades $8.98MM
Gym & Building $2.5MM

Total $22.45MM

Bonus Land

Land Cost $1.6MM
Park Upgrades $416K
Total $2.16MM
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Softball & Football 
Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
Optimist Club
Adult Softball
Lacrosse Clubs
OU Rugby Club
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Softball & Football 
Master Plan
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Softball & Football 
Master Plan

Design Cost Estimates

Softball Upgrades $5.2MM
Football, Rugby & Lacrosse $12.3MM
Misc. Park Upgrades $9.9MM

Total $25.039MM
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YFAC
Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
Young Family
Sooner Swim Club
Norman Public Schools
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YFAC
Master Plan
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YFAC
Master Plan
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YFAC
Master Plan
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YFAC
Master Plan

Design Cost Estimates

Natatorium $34.4MM

Option A
Championship w/ Courts $23.21MM

Option B
Championship w/ Rec $24.98MM
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Adult Wellness
Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
Healthy Living Norman
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Adult Wellness
Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
Healthy Living Norman
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Adult Wellness
Master Plan

Stake Holder Groups:
Healthy Living Norman
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Adult Wellness
Master Plan

Design Cost Estimates

Total Cost Estimate $13MM
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11-05-2026 

REQUESTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

PRESENTER: James Briggs, Park Development Manager 

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT TO DESIGNATE THE HISTORIC LINDSEY STREET 
WATER TOWER, AND THE AREA BENEATH THE WATER TOWER AS A 
SPECIAL-USE PARK AND NAMING THE PARK THE “WATER TOWER 
PARK”  

  

BACKGROUND: 

Through the AIM Parks Masterplan, the plan recommended that the Norman Park System clarify 
its use of Parks. One of the recommendations was to add the classification for Special Use 
Parks. This classification is for parks that don’t necessarily fit into the categories of Community 
Parks or Neighborhood Parks, but the Park would need a narrative describing its use and any 
unique rules that apply to the park.  

Current parks that are categorized as Special Use Parks are Sutton Wilderness Park, Legacy 
Park, Creekside Bike Park, and soon-to-come online Bishop Creek Eco Park.  

DISCUSSION: 

The Lindsey Tower is an elevated water storage tank at the intersection of E. Lindsey Street and 
Classen Boulevard, originally built nearly 100 years ago to serve Norman’s potable water 
system. However, as Norman’s potable water system expanded over the years, the system also 
changed. In 2014, it was determined that Lindsey Tank no longer had the hydraulic 
characteristics necessary to function as a viable potable water storage for Norman’s system.  
However, because of the potential for Lindsey Tower to be used as dedicated storage for a non-
potable reuse system and stakeholders' desire to keep the structure, demolition was put on hold. 

Ultimately, City Council and the Norman Utilities Authority decided to preserve the asset and 
paint the water tower by awarding a bid and approving contracts and bonds for the work on July 
21, 2026. On July 28, 2026, Council approved a contract (Contract K-2627-26) with 
Dr Pepper/Seven Up, Inc. (“DPS”) to offset much of the cost of repainting the tower and to create 
a unique opportunity for a long-term tourism, branding, and event activation partnership. 
Addendum No. 1 to Contract K-2627-26 is presented to Council in furtherance of this partnership.  
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As a further step to preserve the value of the Historical Water Tower and the corporate 
relationship with Dr Pepper, staff proposes that the Parks Department designate the water tower 
and the area beneath it as a special-use park. Staff recommends naming this park “Water Tower 
Park”. The park will be a small pocket park with placemaking and Dr Pepper selfie-taking spots, 
built-in benches, native landscaping, and short granite walking paths.  

Narrative for the Park: 

The Water Tower Park is envisioned as a unique community destination that celebrates 

Norman’s history while providing new recreational and gathering opportunities for residents and 

visitors. Centered around the historic water tower, the park would create a vibrant public space 

that combines recreation, open space, public art, and historic interpretation in a highly visible 

location. This site would also serve as a place-making opportunity that is both unique and 

beneficial for the Norman Parks Department and the City of Norman.  

Special Rules for Water Tower Park: 

Operating Hours: 6 am – 9 pm, with the exception of events at the OU Football stadium; park 
hours would be extended to midnight.  

Do not climb or attempt to climb the water tower. 

Stay in the designated park area and do not enter the City of Norman Maintenance area or the 
railroad easement.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 1: 

Staff recommends that the Park Board accept the Historic Lindsey Street Water Tower and the 

area beneath it as a Special-Use Park.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 2: 

Staff recommends that the Park Board accept naming the park “Water Tower Park”. 
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11/05/2026 

REQUESTER: Jason Olsen 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation  

ITEM TITLE: NORMAN FORWARD UPDATE  
  

DISCUSSION: 

Norman Forward is a citizen-initiated proposal to renovate, expand, construct and fund Quality 
of Life projects, such as multiple recreational facilities, libraries, parks, athletic venues, public 
art, trails, swim complexes and other quality of life projects throughout Norman. The initiative 
came to the City Council from community groups, stakeholders and Norman residents, who 
prepared an initial package using analysis and information from recreational planning 
professionals and research firms. Citizens approved the initiative at the polls in October 2015. 

The Director of Parks and Recreation will provide updates on park-related Norman Forward 
Projects. 
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11/05/2026 

REQUESTER: Karla Sitton, Administrative Tech IV 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks & Recreation 

ITEM TITLE: DIVISION UPDATE 
  

DISCUSSION: 

 

The Parks and Recreation Department manages the park systems, recreational facilities & 
programs, and the Westwood Complex and maintains city-owned buildings. The department 
comprises six functional divisions: Administration, Parks, Recreation, Parks Planning & 
Forestry, Facility Maintenance, and Westwood. 

Each Division Manager will briefly provide an overview of recent programs and/or progress within 
their division.   
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 11/05/2026 

REQUESTER: Karla Sitton, Administrative Tech IV 

PRESENTER: Cyriacus Igwilo, Recreation Manager 

ITEM TITLE: CAPRA UPDATE 
  

DISCUSSION: 
 

The Parks and Recreation Department has recently initiated the process of obtaining 
accreditation from the Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA), 
the only national accreditation available for park and recreation agencies. This accreditation 
serves as a valuable measure of an agency's overall quality of operation, management, and 
service to the community. Achieving CAPRA accreditation is the most effective way to 
demonstrate that our agency and its staff provide the highest level of service to the community.  
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