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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

Municipal Building, Executive Conference Room, 201 West Gray, Norman, 
OK 73069 

Tuesday, October 20, 2026 at 5:00 PM 

AGENDA 

It is the policy of the City of Norman that no person or groups of persons shall on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, age, place of birth, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, familial status, marital status, including marriage to a person of the same 
sex, disability, relation, or genetic information, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination in employment activities or in all programs, 
services, or activities administered by the City, its recipients, sub-recipients, and contractors. In 
the event of any comments, complaints, modifications, accommodations, alternative formats, 
and auxiliary aids and services regarding accessibility or inclusion, please call 405-366-5424, 
Relay Service: 711. To better serve you, five (5) business days' advance notice is preferred. 

CITY COUNCIL, NORMAN UTILITIES AUTHORITY, NORMAN MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY, 
NORMAN TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY, AND NORMAN PARKING AND 

TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

AGENDA ITEMS 

1. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF AWARDING BID 2627-10 AND CONTRACT K-2627-33: BY 

AND BETWEEN THE NORMAN UTILITIES AUTHORITY AND AMR INDUSTRIAL 

COATINGS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $150,173; PERFORMANCE BOND B-2627-32; 

STATUTORY BOND B-2627-33; MAINTENANCE BOND MB-2627-16; AND 

APPROPRIATION AS OUTLINED IN THE STAFF REPORT FOR THE LINDSEY 

WATER TOWER LIGHTING AND PARK PROJECT. (WARD 7) 

2. CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 

POSTPONEMENT OF RESOLUTION R-2627-64: A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, APPROPRIATING $50,000 FROM THE 

CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR THE LANDSCAPING PORTION OF THE LINDSEY 

WATER TOWER LIGHTING AND PARK PROJECT. (WARD 7) 

3. CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING ORDINANCES O-2627-7 AND O-2627-8, 
THAT WILL PROHIBIT CAMPING AND CERTAIN ACTIVITIES ON PUBLIC 
PROPERTY.  

4. DISCUSSION REGARDING THE NORMAN FORWARD MASTER PLAN UPDATES. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2026 

REQUESTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF AWARDING BID 2627-10 AND CONTRACT 
K-2627-33: BY AND BETWEEN THE NORMAN UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
AND AMR INDUSTRIAL COATINGS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $150,173; 
PERFORMANCE BOND B-2627-32; STATUTORY BOND B-2627-33; 
MAINTENANCE BOND MB-2627-16; AND APPROPRIATION AS 
OUTLINED IN THE STAFF REPORT FOR THE LINDSEY WATER TOWER 
LIGHTING AND PARK PROJECT. (WARD 7) 

  

BACKGROUND: 

The Lindsey Tower is an elevated water storage tank at the intersection of E. Lindsey Street and 
Classen Boulevard, originally built nearly 100 years ago to serve Norman’s potable water 
system.  However, as Norman’s potable water system expanded over the years, the system also 
changed. In 2014, it was determined that Lindsey Tank no longer had the hydraulic 
characteristics necessary to function as a viable potable water storage for Norman’s system.  
However, because of the potential for Lindsey Tower to be used as dedicated storage for a non-
potable reuse system and stakeholders' desire to keep the structure, demolition was put on hold. 

Contract K-2627-10 with TMI Coatings, L.L.C., for $532,200 (expense) was approved on July 
21, 2026, for recoating of the Lindsey Water Tower.  Additionally, Contract K-2627-26 with Dr. 
Pepper/Seven Up, Inc., for $500,000 (revenue), was approved on July 28, 2026, to allow the Dr. 
Pepper logo to be painted on the tower, along with other conditions.   

DISCUSSION: 

The Invitation to Bid (Bid 2627-10) for the Lindsey Tower Lighting Project was published in the 
Norman Transcript on August 1 and August 8, 2026. The project contained a Base Bid for lighting 
of the tower and several alternate (additive) bids.   

Two (2) contractors submitted bids. The base bids ranged from $137,173 to $654,000, with AMR 
Industrial Coatings, L.L.C., being the lowest responsible bidder.  Only Additive Bid #3 was 
selected for award and did not affect the lowest responsible bidder.  Windforce Engineering and 
Inspection is the Engineer of Record for the project and recommends awarding the contract to 
AMR Industrial Coatings, Inc.   
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The Parks Department will operate and maintain the property surrounding the water tower as a 
special-use park once the work is completed and the tower is open to the public; NUA funds are 
not recommended to fund this work. The Parks department is requesting $50,000 for 
landscaping and signage of the future park by separate action.  

Parks Department Staff recommends that funding for the Tower Lighting Project be split between 
the Capital Fund Balance (account 50-29000) ($50,000) and Guest Room Tax (account 23-
29000) ($100,173) in the amount of $150,173 to Lindsey Water Tower Lighting Project (Project 
PR0178, account 50798813-46101 Construction). 

RECOMMENDATION 1: 

Staff recommends that the NUA accept bids that meet project specifications and award Bid 2627-
10 to AMR Industrial Coatings, Inc., for the Lindsey Tower Lighting and Park Project in the 
amount of $150,173. 

RECOMMENDATION 2: 

Staff recommends that the NUA approve the associated contract and performance, statutory, 
and maintenance bonds in the amount of the bid. 

RECOMMENDATION 3: 

Staff also recommends that Council appropriate funding for the Lindsey Tower Lighting and Park 
Project as outlined in the staff report. 
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NORMAN UTILITIES AUTHORITY

PROJECT WA0182 - LINDSEY TOWER LIGHTING

CONTRACT K-2627-33

BID 2627-10

Bid Opening Date August 24, 2026

Bid Opening Time 2:00 PM

Company Address Base Bid Additive Bid #1 Additive Bid #2 Additive Bid #3 Additive Bid #4

AMR Industrial Coatings Inc
612 Donley Drive

Euless, TX 76039
 $          137,173.00  $          147,820.95  $          316,035.22  $            13,000.00  $            54,000.00 

Third Generation Electrical Inc
8620 S 33rd W Ave

Tulsa, OK 74132
 $          654,000.00  $            12,000.00  $              8,000.00  $            25,000.00  $              5,000.00 
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Galveston,TX                                                                                                                                                              Phone: 405-593-7553  
Oklahoma City, OK  OK Registration #: 9169 
                                                                                                                                                                   www.windforceinc.com 

 

 
 
 

 

 

September 16, 2026 

      

City of Norman 

201 West Gray Street 

Building C 

Norman, OK 73069 

Via email to: nathan.madenwald@normanok.gov 

 

Attn: Nathan Madenwald, P.E. 

Re: Lindsey Tower Lighting Project Recommendation 
 
Enclosed please find the recommendation for the Lindsey Tower Lighting Project. 

 

Pricing for the base bid and each alternate appears to be fair and reasonable. Therefore, 

WindForce Engineering and Inspection recommends awarding the project to AMR Industrial 

Coatings, Inc. for $137,173.00 

 

Pricing for the lighting options is also fair and reasonable so, if City of Norman determines that 

installing the programmable/color lighting options is in their interest, WindForce Engineering 

and Inspection would also recommend awarding Alternates 1 or 2 as well.  This would increase 

the contract cost to $463,956.17. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to serve you. If you should have any questions or if we can provide 

additional assistance, please call anytime. 

 

Thanks for your business! 

Sincerely, 

     

 
 

Joe Seiter, P.E., 

Vice President 

 
9/16/2026 
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CITY OF NORMAN

Building an Inclusive Community

CITY OF NORMAN

Dr Pepper 

Water Tower
Tower Lights & Park Features
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CITY OF NORMAN
Lindsay Street Tower
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Fansville Water Tower 

Lighting Project

Tower Lighting

• Total Cost of Lights and Installations $157,000.

• 10 LED Lights around Catwalk.

• Four directional on belly of tower.

• Bright white color directional lights.

• Two Week Installation.

• Lights will be pointed at the tower to minimize light pollution.

• Belly lights will provide much needed light to provide safety for 

the park. 

CITY OF NORMAN
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CITY OF NORMAN Dr Pepper Water Tower Park

• Special Use Park (Pocket Park) – Under the Water Tower

• Park will include signage, lighting, murals, small walking paths, native plants, irrigation and 

place making social media photo areas.

• Park Budget $50,000
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CITY OF NORMAN

Dr Pepper Water Tower Buzz
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CITY OF NORMAN

Dr Pepper Water Tower Buzz
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CITY OF NORMAN Updated Staff Recommendation

Parks Department Staff recommends that funding for the Tower Lighting 

Project be split between the Capital Fund Balance (account 50-29000) 

($50,000) and come from Guest Room Tax (account 23- 29000) ($100,173) in 

the amount of $207,173 to Lindsey Water Tower Lighting Project (Project 

PR0178, account 50798813-46101 Construction).
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QUESTIONS 405-366-5472

ParksRec@NormanOK.Gov

NormanParks.gov

CITY OF NORMAN
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CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: October 20, 2026 

REQUESTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION, REJECTION, AMENDMENT, AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF RESOLUTION R-2627-64: A RESOLUTION OF 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, 
APPROPRIATING $50,000 FROM THE CAPITAL FUND BALANCE FOR 
THE LANDSCAPING PORTION OF THE LINDSEY WATER TOWER 
LIGHTING AND PARK PROJECT. (WARD 7) 

  

BACKGROUND: 

The Lindsey Tower is an elevated water storage tank at the intersection of E. Lindsey Street and 
Classen Boulevard, originally built nearly 100 years ago to serve Norman’s potable water 
system.  However, as Norman’s potable water system expanded over the years, the system also 
changed. In 2014, it was determined that Lindsey Tank no longer had the hydraulic 
characteristics necessary to function as a viable potable water storage for Norman’s system.  
However, because of the potential for Lindsey Tower to be used as dedicated storage for a non-
potable reuse system and stakeholders' desire to keep the structure, demolition was put on hold. 

Contract K-2627-10 with TMI Coatings, L.L.C., for $532,200 (expense) was approved on July 
21, 2026, for recoating of the Lindsey Water Tower.  Additionally, Contract K-2627-26 with Dr. 
Pepper/Seven Up, Inc., for $500,000 (revenue), was approved on July 28, 2026, to allow the Dr. 
Pepper logo to be painted on the tower, along with other conditions.   

DISCUSSION: 

The Parks Department will operate and maintain the property surrounding the water tower as a 
special-use park once the work is completed and the tower is open to the public. The Parks 
department is requesting $50,000 for landscaping and signage of the future park. 

Parks Department Staff recommends that funding for Tower Park landscaping be appropriated 
from the Capital Fund Balance (account 50-29000) ($50,000) to Lindsey Water Tower Lighting 
and Park Project (Project PR0178, account 50798813-46101 Construction). 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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Staff recommends that Council approve Resolution R-2627-64 appropriating $50,000 for the 
Lindsey Water Tower Lighting and Park Project as outlined in the staff report. 
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ORDINANCE NO. O-2627-7 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, ADDING 
SECTION 24-510 TO CHAPTER 24 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
NORMAN; PROHIBITING CAMPING AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ENCAMPMENTS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY; PROHIBITING 
OBSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC SIDEWALKS, TRAILS, EASEMENTS, AND 
ACCESS ROUTES; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 

 
§ 1. WHEREAS, Public parks, sidewalks, trails, easements, rights-of-way, and 

other public properties are intended for the use and enjoyment of all members 
of the public. 
 

§ 2. WHEREAS, encampments and camping activities on public property may 
create conditions that interfere with public access, impede compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, increase fire hazards, contribute to the 
accumulation of trash and human waste, damage public property, and create 
health and safety concerns. 
 

§ 3. WHEREAS, the City has a substantial governmental interest in maintaining 
public property in a safe, clean, accessible, and sanitary condition for all 
residents and visitors. 
 

§ 4. WHEREAS, the City further finds that public sidewalks, trails, entrances, and 
access routes must remain open and reasonably accessible to pedestrians, 
including persons with disabilities. 
 

§ 5. WHEREAS, the purpose of this ordinance is to protect public health, safety, 
welfare, accessibility, and the intended public use of public property while 
encouraging individuals in need of assistance to access available shelter and 
support services. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA: 
 
§ 6. That the Norman City Code be amended by adding thereto a new section to 

Article 24-V OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY, “§ 24-510” titled “Camping on 
Public Property” to read as follows: 

 
24-510 Camping on Public Property 
 
(a) For purposes of this section: 
 

(1) “Camp” or “Camping” means residing or dwelling temporarily in a place 
with shelter, bedding, sleeping equipment, personal property, or other 
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Ordinance No. O-2627-7 
 

Page 2 of 3 

materials indicating an intent to remain overnight or for an extended 
period. 
 

(2) “Campsite” means any location where camping occurs or where bedding, 
sleeping bags, tents, tarps, temporary structures, personal belongings, 
cooking equipment, or similar items are arranged or stored in a manner 
reasonably indicating an intent to camp. 
 

(3) “Public Property” means any property owned, leased, controlled, or 
maintained by the City, including parks, trails, sidewalks, rights-of-way, 
easements, medians, public facilities, and vacant municipal property. 
 

(b) Camping 
 
(1) No person shall camp or maintain a campsite on public property  except in 

connection with a city-sponsored or city-approved special event. 
 

(2) No person shall store personal property on public property in a manner that 
constitutes a campsite or that interferes with the intended public use of the 
property. 

 
(c) Obstruction of Public Access 
 

(1) No person shall sit, lie, sleep, place personal property, or otherwise obstruct 
a public sidewalk, trail, public entrance, easement, or ADA-accessible route 
in a manner that substantially interferes with pedestrian passage. 
 

(2) A violation occurs only when a reasonable path of travel is obstructed or 
access is materially impaired. 

 
(d) Exceptions 

 
This ordinance shall not apply to: 

 
(1) Permitted events authorized by the City; 

 
(2) City-approved recreational or community activities; 

 
(3) Emergency response activities undertaken by law enforcement, fire, and 

emergency medical personnel, including mutual aid responders acting in 
their official capacities; 
 

(4) Persons experiencing a medical emergency; and 
 

(5) Conduct expressly protected by federal or state law, including lawful 
expressive activity that does not otherwise violate this ordinance. 

 
(e) Notice and Outreach 
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(1) Prior to removal of a campsite, the City should, when reasonably practicable 

and consistent with public safety, provide notice and an opportunity to 
voluntarily remove personal property. 
 

(2) The City shall coordinate with service providers, shelters, outreach 
organizations, and other agencies to offer available assistance to individuals 
affected by enforcement activities. 
 

(3) Nothing herein shall prevent immediate action where necessary to address 
an imminent threat to public health or safety. 

 
(f) Enforcement 
 

(1) Any person violating this ordinance may be issued a warning, notice of 
violation, citation, or other lawful enforcement action. 
 

(2) The City may remove unauthorized campsites and associated debris from 
public property in accordance with applicable law and City policy. 
 

§ 7. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase, portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court or administrative agency of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent 
provision and such finding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
thereof. 
 

§ 8. 
 
 
 
§ 9.  

EMERGENCY. An emergency is hereby declared to exist for the preservation 
of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare by reason whereof this Ordinance 
shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and publication. 
 
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES.  That all ordinances or parts 
of ordinances in conflict herewith be and the same are now expressly repealed. 

 
ADOPTED this ________ day of 
 

NOT ADOPTED this _______ day of 

_________________________, 2026. ____________________, 2026. 
 

___________________________ ________________________ 
Stephen Tyler Holman, Mayor Stephen Tyler Holman, Mayor 
  
ATTEST: 
 

 

______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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Ordinance No. O-2627-8 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
SECTION 2-316 AND SECTION 24-507 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
NORMAN PROVIDING FOR OVERSIGHT; PROHIBITING CERTAIN 
ACTIVITIES IN PUBLIC PARKS; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING 
FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

§ 1 WHEREAS, the City of Norman leases and maintains the George M. Sutton 
Urban Wilderness as a unique natural area dedicated to the preservation of 
native ecosystems, wildlife habitat, environmental education, scientific study, 
and passive recreation; and 
 

§ 3 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the protection of sensitive natural 
resources within the George M. Sutton Urban Wilderness requires regulations 
that minimize human impacts and reduce disturbances to wildlife, vegetation, 
waterways, and other ecological features; and 
 

§ 4 WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that the operation of watercraft, 
including boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts, float tubes, paddleboards, and similar 
floating devices, may adversely affect natural resources, wildlife habitat, water 
quality, and public safety within park waters; and 
 

§ 5 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the introduction of motorized vehicles, 
unauthorized camping, fires, hunting, trapping, and the collection of biological 
or geological specimens can cause damage to park resources and interfere with 
the public's enjoyment of park facilities; and 
 

§ 6 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that Community and Neighborhood 
Parks are intended primarily for recreational, educational, and community uses 
and that certain activities are incompatible with the safe and orderly operation 
of such parks; and 
 

§ 7 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that clarifying prohibited activities, 
including the operation or launching of watercraft and the possession or 
discharge of devices capable of propelling projectiles, will promote public 
safety, protect park resources, and assist in the consistent enforcement of park 
regulations; and 
 

§ 8 WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that permitting limited exceptions 
for scientific study, conservation activities, park maintenance, and other 
authorized purposes serves a legitimate public interest while preserving the 
natural character and intended use of public park properties; and 
 

§ 9 WHEREAS, the City Council determines that these amendments are necessary 
to protect public health, safety, and welfare and to preserve the City's parks and 
natural areas for the benefit of present and future generations. 
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Annotated 

Page 2 of 4 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA: 
 
§ 10.   THAT, Section 2-316 of the Code of the City of Norman, Oklahoma be amended as 
follows:  
 
2-316 Duties and Powers of the Board  
The Board of Park Commissioners shall advise the City Council on policies pertaining to 
the use of the park and recreational facilities of the City, and pursuant thereto:  
 

(a) Propose rules and regulations for the maintenance of order, safety, and decency 
in those parks and recreational facilities;  
 

(b) Consider and investigate any matter affecting the development and improvement 
of parks and recreational facilities and policies pertaining to the use of those 
facilities;  
 

(c) Make recommendations to improve the park and recreational facilities;  
 

(d) Make recommendations regarding systems of supervised recreation, and 
modifications in existing recreational programs;  
 

(e) Act as the presiding authority over the matters contained in NCC 16-IX, with 
review and oversight by the City Council;  
 

(f) Provide copies of the minutes of its meetings to the office of the City Clerk within 
ten days from the date of their approval; and  
 

(g) Provide an annual report of the Board’s acts and affairs.;   
 

(h) Designate park classifications for all City parks; and  
 

(i) Advise the Parks and Recreation Department as needed regarding the 
administration of a permit system for outside groups that desire to use a City park 
for scientific study, park maintenance, and conservation or other purposes.  

 
§ 11. THAT, Section 24-507 of the Code of the City of Norman, Oklahoma be amended 
as follows:  
 
24-507 Activities Prohibited In Sutton Urban Wilderness at Public Park 
Sites; Exceptions By Written Permit 
 

(a) Sutton Urban Wilderness 

      (a) (1) No person shall engage in the following activities within the Sutton Urban 
Wilderness, except by written permit for scientific purposes issued by the Parks and 
Recreation Department:  
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(1) (i) Littering;  
(2) (ii) Operating any motorized vehicles or bicycles;  
(3) (iii) Starting or maintaining a fire;  
(4) Camping;  
(5) (iv) Swimming;  
(6) (v) Hunting;  
(7) (vi) Trapping;  
(8) (vii) Collecting biological or geological specimens, except by written permit 

for scientific purposes issued by the Parks and Recreation Department; 
(9) (viii) Cutting or collecting wood;  
(10) (ix) Operating a boat or canoe or launching any watercraft, including 

but not limited to boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts, float tubes, paddleboards, 
and similar floating devices, unless otherwise allowed by posted park rules;  

(11) (x) Fishing by means of a trotline or jugline;  
(12) (xi) Possessing a bow, slingshot, air gun, firearm, or any other such 

device to hurl projectiles Discharging any firearm, bow, slingshot, air gun, 
or other device capable of propelling a projectile, except as authorized by 
law;  

(13) (xii) Defacing or damaging any natural object or park facilities or 
appurtenances;  

(14) (xiii) Introducing plant or animal species.; and 
  (xiv) Violating posted park rules. 

      (b)(2) Organized group events exceeding 35 people shall have written authorization 
by the Parks and Recreation Department.  

(c)(3) The Parks and Recreation Department may issue permits for scientific study, 
park maintenance, and conservation or other purposes appropriate to use of 
wilderness area; and where questions arise concerning administration of the permit 
system, the George M. Sutton Urban Wilderness Advisory Committee shall act in an 
advisory capacity. 

(b) Community and Neighborhood Parks 
 
(1) No person shall engage in the following activities within Community and 

Neighborhood parks:  
 

(i) Littering; 
(ii) Operating any motor vehicle; provided, however, that bicycles, 

electric-assisted bicycles, wheelchairs, and other power-driven 
mobility devices used by individuals with mobility disabilities shall 
be permitted as required by applicable law; 

(iii) Starting or maintaining a fire;  
(iv) Swimming;  
(v) Hunting;  
(vi) Trapping;  
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(vii) Collecting biological or geological specimens, except by written 
permit for scientific purposes issued by the Parks and Recreation 
Department;  

(viii) Cutting or collecting wood;  
(ix) Operating or launching any watercraft, including but not limited to 

boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts, float tubes, paddleboards, and similar 
floating devices unless otherwise allowed by posted park rules; 

(x) Fishing by means of a trotline or jugline;  
(xi) Discharging any firearm, bow, slingshot, air gun, or other device 

capable of propelling a projectile, except as authorized by law; 
(xiii) Defacing or damaging any natural object or park facilities or 

appurtenances;  
(xiv) Introducing plant or animal species; and 
(xv) Violating posted park rules. 

 
(2) The Parks and Recreation Department may issue permits for scientific 

study, park maintenance, and conservation or other purposes appropriate 
to use of Community and Neighborhood Park sites. 

  
§ 12. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 

phrase, portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court or administrative agency of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent 
provision and such finding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
thereof.  
 

§ 13. 
 
 
 
§ 14.  

EMERGENCY. An emergency is hereby declared to exist for the preservation 
of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare by reason whereof this Ordinance 
shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and publication. 
 
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES.  That all ordinances or parts 
of ordinances in conflict herewith be and the same are now expressly repealed. 

 
ADOPTED this ________ day of 
 

NOT ADOPTED this _______ day of 

_________________________, 2026. ____________________, 2026. 
 

__________________________ ________________________ 
Stephen Tyler Holman, Mayor Stephen Tyler Holman, Mayor 
  
ATTEST: 
 

 

______________________________ 
City Clerk 

 

 

42

Item 3.



Ordinance No. O-2627-8 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, AMENDING 
SECTION 2-316 AND SECTION 24-507 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
NORMAN PROVIDING FOR OVERSIGHT; PROHIBITING CERTAIN 
ACTIVITIES IN PUBLIC PARKS; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING 
FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
§ 1 WHEREAS, the City of Norman leases and maintains the George M. Sutton 

Urban Wilderness as a unique natural area dedicated to the preservation of 
native ecosystems, wildlife habitat, environmental education, scientific study, 
and passive recreation; and 
 

§ 3 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the protection of sensitive natural 
resources within the George M. Sutton Urban Wilderness requires regulations 
that minimize human impacts and reduce disturbances to wildlife, vegetation, 
waterways, and other ecological features; and 
 

§ 4 WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that the operation of watercraft, 
including boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts, float tubes, paddleboards, and similar 
floating devices, may adversely affect natural resources, wildlife habitat, water 
quality, and public safety within park waters; and 
 

§ 5 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the introduction of motorized vehicles, 
unauthorized camping, fires, hunting, trapping, and the collection of biological 
or geological specimens can cause damage to park resources and interfere with 
the public's enjoyment of park facilities; and 
 

§ 6 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that Community and Neighborhood 
Parks are intended primarily for recreational, educational, and community uses 
and that certain activities are incompatible with the safe and orderly operation 
of such parks; and 
 

§ 7 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that clarifying prohibited activities, 
including the operation or launching of watercraft and the possession or 
discharge of devices capable of propelling projectiles, will promote public 
safety, protect park resources, and assist in the consistent enforcement of park 
regulations; and 
 

§ 8 WHEREAS, the City Council further finds that permitting limited exceptions 
for scientific study, conservation activities, park maintenance, and other 
authorized purposes serves a legitimate public interest while preserving the 
natural character and intended use of public park properties; and 
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§ 9 WHEREAS, the City Council determines that these amendments are necessary 
to protect public health, safety, and welfare and to preserve the City's parks and 
natural areas for the benefit of present and future generations. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA: 
 
§ 10.   THAT, Section 2-316 of the Code of the City of Norman, Oklahoma be amended as 
follows:  
 
2-316 Duties and Powers of the Board  
 
The Board of Park Commissioners shall advice the City Council on policies pertaining to 
the use of the park and recreational facilities of the City, and pursuant thereto:  
 

(a) Propose rules and regulations for the maintenance of order, safety, and decency 
in those parks and recreational facilities;  
 

(b) Consider and investigate any matter affecting the development and improvement 
of parks and recreational facilities and policies pertaining to the use of those 
facilities;  
 

(c) Make recommendations to improve the park and recreational facilities;  
 

(d) Make recommendations regarding systems of supervised recreation, and 
modifications in existing recreational programs;  
 

(e) Act as the presiding authority over the matters contained in NCC 16-IX, with 
review and oversight by the City Council;  
 

(f) Provide copies of the minutes of its meetings to the office of the City Clerk within 
ten days from the date of their approval; and  
 

(g) Provide an annual report of the Board’s acts and affairs.;   
 

(h) Designate park classifications for all City parks; and  
 

(i) Advise the Parks and Recreation Department as needed regarding the 
administration of a permit system for outside groups that desire to use a City park 
for scientific study, park maintenance, and conservation or other purposes.  

 
 
§ 11. THAT, Section 24-507 of the Code of the City of Norman, Oklahoma be amended 
as follows:  
 
24-507 Activities Prohibited at Public Park Sites; Exceptions By Written 
Permit 
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(a) Sutton Urban Wilderness 

(1) No person shall engage in the following activities within the Sutton Urban 
Wilderness:  

(i) Littering; 
(ii) Operating any motorized vehicles or bicycles;  

(iii) Starting or maintaining a fire;  
(iv) Swimming;  
(v) Hunting;  

(vi) Trapping;  
(vii) Collecting biological or geological specimens, except by written 

permit for scientific purposes issued by the Parks and Recreation 
Department; 

(viii) Cutting or collecting wood;  
(ix) Operating or launching any watercraft, including but not limited 

to boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts, float tubes, paddleboards, and 
similar floating devices, unless otherwise allowed by posted park 
rules;  

(x) Fishing by means of a trotline or jugline;  
(xi) Discharging any firearm, bow, slingshot, air gun, or other device 

capable of propelling a projectile, except as authorized by law;  
(xii) Defacing or damaging any natural object or park facilities or 

appurtenances;  
(xiii) Introducing plant or animal species.; and 
(xiv) Violating posted park rules. 

 
(2) Organized group events exceeding 35 people shall have written 

authorization by the Parks and Recreation Department.  
 

(3) The Parks and Recreation Department may issue permits for scientific 
study, park maintenance, and conservation or other purposes appropriate 
to use of wilderness area. 

 
(b) Community and Neighborhood Parks 

 
(1) No person shall engage in the following activities within Community and 

Neighborhood parks:  
 

(i) Littering; 
(ii) Operating any motor vehicle; provided, however, that bicycles, 

electric-assisted bicycles, wheelchairs, and other power-driven 
mobility devices used by individuals with mobility disabilities shall 
be permitted as required by applicable law; 

(iii) Starting or maintaining a fire;  
(iv) Swimming;  
(v) Hunting;  
(vi) Trapping;  
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(vii) Collecting biological or geological specimens, except by written 
permit for scientific purposes issued by the Parks and Recreation 
Department;  

(viii) Cutting or collecting wood;  
(ix) Operating or launching any watercraft, including but not limited to 

boats, canoes, kayaks, rafts, float tubes, paddleboards, and similar 
floating devices, unless otherwise allowed by posted park rules; 

(x) Fishing by means of a trotline or jugline;  
(xi) Discharging any firearm, bow, slingshot, air gun, or other device 

capable of propelling a projectile, except as authorized by law; 
(xiii) Defacing or damaging any natural object or park facilities or 

appurtenances;  
(xiv) Introducing plant or animal species; and 
(xv) Violating posted park rules. 

 
(2) The Parks and Recreation Department may issue permits for scientific 

study, park maintenance, and conservation or other purposes appropriate 
to use of Community and Neighborhood Park sites. 

  
§ 12. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

§ 13. 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, 
phrase, portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by any court or administrative agency of competent 
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent 
provision and such finding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 
thereof. 
 
EMERGENCY. An emergency is hereby declared to exist for the preservation 
of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare by reason whereof this Ordinance 
shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and publication. 
 

§ 14. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES.  That all ordinances or parts 
of ordinances in conflict herewith be and the same are now expressly repealed. 
 

 
ADOPTED this ________ day of 
 

NOT ADOPTED this _______ day of 

_________________________, 2026. ____________________, 2026. 
 

___________________________ ________________________ 
Stephen Tyler Holman, Mayor Stephen Tyler Holman, Mayor 
  
ATTEST: 
 

 

______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF NORMAN

Building an Inclusive Community

CITY OF NORMAN

Camping On and 

Obstruction of 

Public Property
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CITY OF NORMAN New Ordinance

• Definitions

• Prohibits Camping

• Prohibits Obstructing Public Access

• Exceptions

Does a no camping on public 
property ordinance put the 

City at greater risk for claims  
under 60 O.S. § 1112?
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Potential Liability Under § 1112

2026-2029 – no risk under § 1112 because it does not apply to Norman.

2030 and Beyond – di minimis as written.

• 60 O.S. § 1112(C)(2) – “The compensation allowed under this
section … May not exceed the amount the property owner paid in
the prior tax year in primary property taxes to the affected
government.”

• 60 O.S. § 1111(A) – “’Affected government’ means a city, town, or
county to which a property owner is submitting a claim provided
under this act[.]”

• How much do property owners pay the City in “primary property
taxes”?

 Oklahoma has not established a “primary property tax”
classification.

 This language appears to come from Arizona. See Ariz. Rev.
Stat. Ann. § 42-17451. Arizona has a “primary” and
“secondary” property tax classification.

 City of Phoenix, Arizona, levies approximately $204 in
primary property taxes for every $100,000 of residential
property's taxable limited property value.

60 O.S. § 1112, effective November 1, 2026
Property Owner Claim for Compensation

A. Notwithstanding any other law, a property owner located in a
municipality with a population in excess of one hundred thirty
thousand (130,000) people, as determined by the most recent
Federal Decennial Census, may submit a claim for compensation
in an amount determined pursuant to subsection B of this section
if an affected government in which the real property is located
adopts and follows a policy, pattern, or practice of
declining to enforce existing laws, ordinances, or other
legislation prohibiting illegal public camping,
obstructing public thoroughfares, loitering,
panhandling, public urination or defecation, public
consumption of alcoholic beverages, possession or use
of illegal substances, or shoplifting, or if the affected
government in which the real property is located
maintains a public nuisance, and either of the following
occurs:

1. The property owner incurs documented expenses to mitigate
the effects of such policy, pattern, practice, or public
nuisance on the property owner’s real property; or

2. The fair market value of the property owner’s private real
property is reduced by such policy, pattern, practice, or
public nuisance.
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CITY OF NORMAN
Potential Liability Under § 1112

• The Legislature can amend § 1112(C)(2) to establish a recognized
property-tax classification or a fixed compensation limit.

 The nature and extent of any future amendment are
speculative.

• Assuming only the compensation provisions change, liability
would still depend on adopting and following a policy, pattern, or
practice, or allowing public nuisances.

• Adopting and enforcing a camping ordinance could reduce the
risk of encampments developing into public nuisances.
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CITY OF NORMAN
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