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ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. August 3, 2021 Nome Planning Commission Minutes. 
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Historic Preservation Commission Activities 
 
 

A. Phase 2 of Historic Preservation Plan. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Steadman St. Repave 
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CITIZENS' COMMENTS 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Proposed project: Alberta Schenck and the Dream Theatre Incident 1944-1945. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Zoning Map Amendments for the Comprehensive Plan 
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STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. City Planner's Report 
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COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

City Manager 
Glen Steckman 
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Nome Planning Commission 
Kenneth Hughes III, Chair 

Mathew Michels 
Sara Lizak 

John Odden 
Gregory Smith 

Carol Piscoya 
Colleen Deighton 

                       

NOME PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 03, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS IN CITY HALL 

102 Division St. ▪  P.O. Box 281 ● Nome, Alaska 99762 ●  Phone (907) 443-6663 ●  Fax (907) 443-5345 
 

 

WORK SESSION 6:30 pm  

NPC Work Session on Land Use Map. 

 

The regular meeting of the Nome Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman 
Kenneth Hughes III in Council Chambers, located at 102 Division St. in Nome, Alaska. 

 

ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Colleen Deighton; Kenneth Hughes III; Mathew Michels; Sara Lizak;  

Carol Piscoya; John Odden; Gregory Smith; 

Members Absent:  
 

Also Present:   Glenn Steckman, City Manager; Bryant Hammond, City Clerk (telephonic); Eileen 
Bechtol, City Planner; David Barron, Building Inspector; Jeremy Jacobson, Acting 
Deputy City Clerk; 
 

In the audience:   Julia Lerner, Nome Nugget 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A motion was made by C. Odden and seconded by C. Smith to 
approve the agenda. 
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Hughes; Michels; Lizak; Piscoya; Odden; Smith; Deighton 
Nay: 
Abstain: 

The motion CARRIED. 

 
  

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

City Manager 
Glen Steckman 

Deputy City Clerk 
Jeremy Jacobson 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
A. Tuesday, July 06, 2021 Nome Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 
A motion was made by C. Smith and seconded by C. Odden to 
approve the July 06, 2021 NPC Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 
Discussion:  
- Commissioner Piscoya noted a typo regarding minutes on page 1 of 2 of the present agenda 

provided for the evening's meeting.  

- Chairman Hughes noted the typo on the agenda, official minutes were accurate. 
 

At the roll call:  
Aye: Michels; Lizak; Piscoya; Odden; Smith; Deighton; Hughes 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED. 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 
 
A. E-mail of July 26, 2021 from Maria A. Lewis, State of AK DNR to Alaska’s Certified Local 

Governments re: Virtual Training Event. 
- Chairman Hughes inquired into interest to attend NAPC's virtual training, followed by 

Commissioner Lizak's informal request to the City to cover the registration fee for attending. 

City Manager Steckman agreed. 
- Chairman Hughes concluded the discussion with reading a brief overview of the virtual training 

for the commission. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 
CITIZENS' COMMENTS 
 
None given 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Zoning Map Amendment Request of July 8, 2021. 

 

A motion was made by C. Smith and seconded by C. Odden to 
move forward with the request. 

 
Discussion: 
- City Planner Bechtol noted a detailed process reviewing Zoning Map amendments, more time 

needed reviewing.  
- Chairman Hughes also noted familiarity with the extent of the review process. 
- Commissioner Lizak notes applicant's formal request lists "General Use/Residential". She 

recommended moving forward only with general use request by extending the general use 

4

Item A.



Nome Planning Commission Work Session & Regular Meeting August 03, 2021 

Page 3 of 4 
 

boundary to include all lots listed  in request, as spot-zoning for residential would not be 
permitted. 

- Commissioner Smith noted for the audience a proposal for extending the General Use boundary. 
 

At the roll call: 
Aye: Smith, Deighton, Hughes, Michels, Lizak, Piscoya, Odden 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. 2021 Abatement. 
- Commissioner Smith pointed out a typo on page 1 of "2021 Abatement" in the agenda packet. 

Building Inspector David Barron noted the correction had been made on his abatement list.  
- Building Inspector David Barron continued onto his synopsis of each property listed in the 

ongoing abatement list for the commission, noting various potentially hazardous circumstances 
with each lot. He noted land-owner interest and one of the listed properties potentially 
garnering such interest, which led to further discussion. 

- Chairman Hughes made the suggestion that the City build a library of properties that fall along 
those lines, for potentially interested buyers. 

- Commissioner Smith noted the term "Land-bank" and where to find more information on it, 
noting its common practice amongst local governments. 

- Commissioner Lizak opined that it was a good idea as well. 
 

STAFF REPORTS 

A. City Manager's Report July 13 - 23, 2021. 
- Manager Steckman proposed a review of the Steadman project at September meeting 

with a discussion with State DOT. He proposed a bounty on junk vehicles as an incentive 
towards vehicle clean up around City, similar to U-call we haul. He concluded by 
explaining a potential re-roofing project and siding incentive programs for general 
public.  

- Manager Steckman discussed financial incentives for residents cleaning up residential 
property, two years for projected roll-out of incentive program.  

- Public Works meeting to address NREC Boiler issues and snow removal procedure. 
- Manager Steckman thanked the contractor working with State DOT on the Bering St 

revamp program. 
- Commission Deighton inquired with regards to Iditarod taxation on business during the 

timeframe.  
- Manager Steckman noted next year that 18-23 possible cruise/tours of smaller nature 

would call on Nome.  

B. City Planner's Report. 
- City Planner Bechtol mentioned while the survey report was still in progress, the State 

had approved the Historic Preservation plan; recognizing Alberta Schenck and the Nome 
Dream Theater, with respect to its role in the passing of the historic Alaska Equal Rights 
Act of 1945.  

- City Planner Bechtol concluded with suggesting the placement of a story-board talking 
about the Nome Dream Theater's historic role in Alaska's 1st Civil Rights Act, possibly 
Front St. 
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C. Building Inspector's Report. 
- Build Inspector D.Barron briefly summarized notable permits before Commission, noting 

nothing emergent.  
 

D. Permit Summaries. 
- Permit summary unavailable at this time.   

 

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS 

 
- Commissioner Michels thanked the state road crew and City staff for starting the abatement 

procedure.  
- Commissioner Lizak thanked City staff, appreciated the council beautification effort and beginning 

abatement efforts. She suggested posting the distressed property list on the City website.  
- Commissioner Piscoya expressed her appreciation for the meeting, maps, the work session and the 

weather. Noting abatement and beautification efforts of Nome necessary. 
- Commissioner Odden thanked everyone for the meeting and weather.  
- Commissioner Smith discussed a land bank idea and thanked City Planner Bechtol for the historic 

preservation plan efforts. Noting the Alcohol & Marijuana control board meeting August 16th in 
Nome. 

- Commissioner Deighton expressed excitement for the U-Call We-Haul incentive program, opining 
on the direction of the commission and its benefit to the community. 

- Chairman Hughes expressed appreciation for the in-person meeting tonight. Noted wide array of 
factors that shape towns, corporate land owners and goals/plans with property, possible conflicts 
of interest, and proposed an open dialogue of discussion. He proposed the construction of a front 
street development plan with respect to incoming tourism/visitors.  
 

SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Planning Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 07, 2021. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion was made by C. Piscoya and seconded by C. Smith to 
adjourn. 
 
Hearing no objections, the Nome Planning Commission adjourned 
at 7:50PM. 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 7th day of September, 2021. 
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Eileen R. Bechtol  

P.O. Box 3426 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

 

 

Phone (907) 399-1624 

E-mail:  

erbechtol@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Nome Planning Commission (NPC) 

  Glenn Steckman, City Manager 

  

From:  Eileen R. Bechtol, City Planner 

 

Date:  September 7, 2021, Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

 

Subject: Phase II - Historic Preservation Plan   

 
Austin Ahmasuk has agreed to provide testimony to the Historic Preservation Commission meeting 
regarding the Historic Preservation Plan - Phase II.  
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Eileen R. Bechtol  

P.O. Box 3426 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

 

 

Phone (907) 399-1624 

E-mail:  

erbechtol@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Nome Planning Commission (NPC) 

  Glenn Steckman, City Manager 

  

From:  Eileen R. Bechtol, City Planner 

 

Date:  September 7, 2021, Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

 

Subject: Proposed Project:  Alberta Schenck and the Dream Theatre Incident 

1944-1945  

 

The following page is a brief description of the Dream Theatre incident in 1944 that led 

to Alaska Equal Rights Act of 1945 on February 16, 1945.   

 

The Historic Preservation Commission is asked to discuss the incident and decide if 

they want to pursue a storyboard describing Ms. Schenck bravery and the historical 

context regarding the civil rights movement in America.   

 

Amy Chan, Museum Director, suggested we work with the local college and the 
schools.  There is a person who teaches Native culture at the college and has 
developed a school curriculum.  Other teachers may also want to work with the 
Commission on this project.   
 

A motion approving the proposed project would be appropriate, If the Commission 

decides to go forward the city will apply to the Historic Preservation Office (HPO) for a 

grant and will coordinate with the Native Organization and the Schools.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Alberta Schenck and the Dream Theatre Incident 1944-1945 
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Alberta Schenck was born in Nome, Alaska, on June 1, 1928, to Albert Schenck, a 
white army veteran of World War I. Her mother was Mary Pushruk Schenck of native 
Inupiat heritage.  She was born into an era when the indigenous peoples of Alaska were 
subjected to segregated practices that often left non-white children without an education 
for lack of facilities. Some segregated business establishments advertised that all their 
employees were white.   
 
When Alberta was a high school girl in 1944, she had a part-time job ushering at the 
Alaska Dream Theatre in Nome, where part of her job was to make sure non-white 
patrons sat in their designated segregated area. She eventually registered a complaint 
with the theatre's manager and was fired. Alberta's response became an opinion article 
on March 3, 1944, in the Nome Nugget newspaper.   She returned later with a white 
date, and the two of them sat in the "Whites Only" section. She and her army sergeant 
date refused to move when the manager demanded she move to the non-white section. 
The theater manager contacted the local police who arrested Schenck and placed her in 
jail for one night. Schenck's arrest rallied the local Inupiat community, who staged a 
protest at the theater until her release from jail the next day.   
 
Indignant and determined not to be deterred, she wrote a letter to Alaska Governor 
Ernest Gruening and related the incident to him. The prior year, the Governor had seen 
his anti-discrimination bill be defeated in the Territorial Legislature. Her letter inspired 
the Governor to have the bill re-introduced in the Territorial Legislature, during which 
her experience was cited on the floor of the legislature. He answered her letter vowing 
that no one would again receive that kind of treatment in Alaska. The re-introduced bill 
passed both houses of the legislature and was signed into law as the Alaska Equal 
Rights Act of 1945 on February 16, 1945.   
 
In 2011, Alberta Schenck Adams was inducted into the Alaska Women's Hall of Fame.    
The Dream Theater burned down in the 1960s.   
 
Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta_Schenck_Adams  
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Eileen R. Bechtol  

P.O. Box 3426 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

 

 

Phone (907) 399-1624 

E-mail:  

erbechtol@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Nome Planning Commission (NPC) 

  Glenn Steckman, City Manager 

  

From:  Eileen R. Bechtol, City Planner 

 

Date:  September 7, 2021 Meeting  

 

Subject: Zoning Map Amendments for the Comprehensive Plan 

 

Copies of the zoning map will be available at the meeting.  Any proposed changes to 

the zoning map will be noted on the maps and sent to out for new draft land use and 

zoning maps.   
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Eileen R. Bechtol, AICP  

P.O. Box 3426 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

 

 

Phone (907) 399-1624 

E-mail:  

erbechtol@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Memorandum 

 

To:  Nome Planning Commission (NPC) 

  Glenn Steckman, City Manager 

  

From:  Eileen R. Bechtol, City Planner, AICP   

 

Date:  September 7, 2021, NPC Meeting 

 

Subject: City Planner Report    

 

Nome Comprehensive Plan  
 
The survey report was emailed to the city officials, staff and contractors, Native 
Organizations, Nome Public Schools, and State/Federal Agencies on September 2, 
2021.   
 
Please read through the survey and the respondents’ comments.  We may refer back to 
the survey report during discussions of the comprehensive plan update.   
 
After the land use and zoning maps are amended the NPC will start with reviewing 
chapters of the plan.  The first chapter will be the background report.   
 
Historic Preservation Plan (HPP) 
 
One citizen addressed the Nome Common Council regarding approval of the HPP, 
Phase 2.  Austin has agreed to discuss his concerns with the Historic Commission at 
the meeting.   
 
Proposed project regarding the Dream Theater incident.   
 
The Commission may want to review the plan and provide direction to staff on other 
projects.   
 
 
 

20

Item A.


	Top
	Item A.	August 03, 2021 Nome Planning Commission Minutes
	21-08-03 NPC Reg Mtg Minutes

	Item A.	Phase 2 of Historic Preservation Plan
	HPP Memo 1 of 2_2021_09_07

	Item A.	Steadman St Repave
	Steadman St repave

	Item A.	Proposed Project:  Alberta Schenck and the Dream Theatre Incident 1944-1945
	HPP Memo 2 of 2_2021_09_07

	Item A.	Zoning Map Amendments for the Comprehensive Plan
	Zoning Map Memo 2021_09_07

	Item A.	City Planner's Report
	City Planner&#39;s Report 2021_09_07

	Bottom

