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Nome Common Council 
Scot Henderson 

Doug Johnson 
Mark Johnson 

Adam Martinson 
Cameron Piscoya 

M. Sigvanna Tapqaq                                               
                       

NOME COMMON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2023 at 7:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS IN CITY HALL 

102 Division St. ▪  P.O. Box 281 ● Nome, Alaska 99762 ●  Phone (907) 443-6663 ●  Fax (907) 443-5345 
 

 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Letter of August 14, 2023 from Lynden Inc. to City of Nome re: Tax Forgiveness, 
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B. Letter of August 16, 2023 from Mark Synnott to City of Nome re: Tax Forgiveness, 
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C. Letter of August 15, 2023 from Greg Smith/Nome Grown LLC to Nome Common Council re: 
Code Amendment, 

PAGE 14 

D. E-mail of August 15, 2023 from Nome Community Center Inc. to City of Nome re: FY 2023 - 
Year End Report, 

PAGE 21 

E. Letter of August 22, 2023 from ADEC to City of Nome re: July 27, 2023 Inspection of Nome 
Beam Rd. Class II Landfill, Nome Inert Waste Monofill, and Nome Center Creek Closed Class II 
Landfill, 
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F. E-mail of August 16, 2023 from AKDOT&PF: Yvonne Adams to Nome Common Council re: 
2024-2027 Draft Stip Public Comment: Nome, AK, 
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CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. R-23-07-03 A Resolution Approving An Employment Agreement Between the City of Nome 
and Joy Baker to Serve As A Project Manager for the Arctic Port for the City of Nome, 

PAGE 31 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

Manager 
Glenn Steckman 

Deputy Clerk 
Jeremy Jacobson 
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A. R-23-08-03 A Resolution Authorizing Application, Approval & Acceptance of A Loan From 
The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Alaska Drinking Water Fund to 
Provide Loan Financing For Improvements To Community Water System Infrastructure, 

PAGE 35 

UTILITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

A. Activity Report: August 12 - August 24, 2023, 

VERBAL 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

A. Activity Report: August 12 - August 24, 2023, 

PAGE 38 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

COUNCIL MEMBER'S COMMENTS 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS AND REPORT 

A. Activity Report: August 12 - August 24, 2023, 

VERBAL 

B. Appointment of Kirsten Timbers to Public Safety Advisory Commission Seat "C", 

VERBAL 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. Discussion of Personnel Matters the Immediate Knowledge of Which Could Have Adverse 
Impacts on City of Nome Finances, 

VERBAL 

ADJOURNMENT 
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From: Adams, Yvonne K (DOT)
To: Nickie Crowe; Bryant Hammond; Cheryl Thompson; Adam Martinson; Doug Johnson; Scot Henderson; Meghan Topkok;

Cameron Piscoya; Mark Johnson; smcknight@kawerak.org; Nancy Schiltz; ccabrera@kawerak.org; kwaterman@kawerak.org;
sivanoff@kawerak.org; etungwenuk@kawerak.org; Admin@nomechamber.com; info@beringstraits.com;
land@beringstraits.com; govtsvcs@beringstraits.com; msallaffie@beringstraits.com; bmendenhall@beringstraits.com;
mganley@beringstraits.com

Subject: 2024-2027 DRAFT STIP Public Comment: Nome, AK
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 9:11:53 AM
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

 
Graphical user interface, application, website  Description automatically generated

 
August 16, 2023

 
Good morning,
 
The Alaska Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is the state’s four-year program for
transportation system preservation and development. It includes interstate, state and some local highways,
bridges, ferries and public transportation, but does not include airports or non-ferry-related ports and
harbors. It covers all system improvements for which partial or full federal funding is approved and that are
expected to take place during the four-year duration of the STIP.
 

The DRAFT 2024-2027 STIP public comment period closes September 3rd, and we here with Northern
Region wanted to touch base with our communities and solicit community feedback. Below are projects in
your area that may specifically be of interest.
 
STIP ID 26057:  Nome Port Road Rehabilitation
 
STIP ID 34201:  Nome Emergency Repairs from the West Coast Alaska Storm
 
STIP ID 26156:  Center Creek Road Rehabilitation
 
STIP ID 26085:  Seppala Drive Rehabilitation and Realignment
 
STIP ID 28349:  Front Street Resurfacing: Greg Kruschek Avenue to Bering Street
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Thank you,
 
Yvonne Adams
Area Planner, Fairbanks Field Office
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709
yvonne.adams@alaska.gov
Office:  (907) 451-2382
Fax:      (907) 451-2313
 
 

It is the policy of the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) that no one shall be subject to discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
age, or disability.

Persons with a hearing impairment can contact the department by dialing Alaska Relay at 711 and asking the communication assistant to call the telephone number listed. We are also able
to offer, upon request, reasonable accommodations for the special needs related to disabilities.
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Presented By: 
City Manager 

 
Action Taken: 

Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 
 

CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-23-07-03 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY OF NOME AND JOY BAKER TO SERVE AS A PROJECT 
MANAGER FOR THE ARCTIC PORT FOR THE CITY OF NOME 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Nome wishes to employ the services of Joy Baker as the Project Manager 
of the Port of Nome; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Joy Baker wishes to be employed as the Project Manager under the terms and 
conditions recited in the accompanying contract; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Project Manager position is considered a professional exempt position not 
subject to overtime provisions of the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act and Alaska Wage and Hour Act; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City and Joy Baker desire to provide for certain procedures, benefits, and 
requirements regarding the employment of Joy Baker by the City. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council authorizes the City 
Manager to enter into the accompanying agreement with Joy Baker for the position of Project Manager 
of the Port of Nome. 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 28th day of August, 2023. 
 
 

          
______________________________ 

JOHN K. HANDELAND 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
JEREMY JACOBSON,  
Deputy City Clerk 
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ADEC LOAN REQUESTS:  Amending the Bering Street water / wastewater loan scopes & funding 
amendment request to include similar work for the Seppala Drive project. 

During the fall of 2021, the NJUB requested (R 21-04) and the NCC passed resolutions R-21-10-03 & 
R-21-10-04 authorizing NJUS to pursue scope and budget amendments to the Bering Street drinking 
water (ADWF) and wastewater (ACWF) loans to include similar work for the Seppala Drive rehabilitation 
project – which was scheduled to be constructed in 2023.

The cost of materials and the cost of work has substantially increased in the last couple of years and the 
level of funding approved to borrow is now insufficient to construct the waterline (ADWF) 
improvements proposed to occur with the (now planned) 2024 Seppala Drive rehab project. 

Approved funding levels for the wastewater (ACWF) portion remains adequate as the initial scope 
proposed for the Bering Street (and now the planned Seppala Drive work) was substantially reduced 
from what was originally envisioned.  No additional actions are needed by NJUB or NCC for NJUS to 
pursue clean water funding for this project. 

In late February of this year, NJUS submitted updated funding questionnaires to ADEC (as indicated with 
the table below) to address the funding shortfall – and also to keep the project from lapsing from DEC’s 
project priority lists due to delivery delays. 

* Approx Pessimistic Revised Incremental 
Bering St Seppala Dr Loan Loan Request 

Loan Number  Authorized Costs Estimate Request Amt. Amount 
ADWF 627241  $     2,433,988  $ 1,776,500  $ 3,410,880  $       5,187,380  $       2,753,392 
ACWF 627251  $     2,086,937  $    325,000  $    325,000  $       2,086,937  $   -   

Totals:  $     4,520,925  $ 2,100,000  $ 3,737,380  $       7,274,317  $       2,753,392 
* Bering Street project in close-out phase by DOT.

Recommendation:   
Approve R 23-01 and request NCC’s authorization for NJUS to apply to and accept ADWF funding for the 
Seppala Drive water and wastewater work to be constructed (in 2024 as part of DOT’s road project. 
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Presented by: 
Assistant Utility Manager 

 

Action Taken: 
Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. R‐23‐08‐03 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION, APPROVAL & ACCEPTANCE OF A LOAN FROM THE 
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION ALASKA DRINKING WATER FUND 

TO PROVIDE LOAN FINANCING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO COMMUNITY WATER SYSTEM 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

  WHEREAS,  the  Utility  Board  determined  application  should  be  submitted  to  the  Alaska 
Department  of  Environmental  Conservation  (ADEC)  Alaska Drinking Water  Fund  (ADWF)  Program  to 
finance various infrastructure improvements to the water system, including replacements, extensions and 
enhancements; and 
 

  WHEREAS, the ADEC’s ADWF program currently offers terms up to 20 years with no prepayment 
penalties to provide low interest financing to communities for water system projects; and  
 

  WHEREAS, NJUS requested through ADEC’s questionnaire process that the NJUS’ ADWF loan for 
the Bering Street project be amended to include like work on the pending Seppala Drive project; and  
    

  WHEREAS,  The  Alaska  Department  of  Transportation &  Public  Facilities  (ADOT&PF)  plans  to 
reconstruct Seppala Drive in 2024 and has agreed to include the Seppala Drive Water & Sewer Utility work 
within the roadway project provided NJUS obtains the necessary funding and can match the road project 
schedule. 
 

  NOW,  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Nome  City  Council  authorizes  the  application, 
approval  and  acceptance of  an  amended ADEC Alaska Drinking Water  Fund  Loan  for  the design  and 
construction of drinking water related improvements located along the Seppala Drive corridor, with the 
additional loan amount of $3,410,880 (beyond the $2,433,988 previously approved), and authorizes the 
Utility Manager as Chief Operating Officer of the Utility to execute any and all documents that may be 
required by ADEC  to  reflect  the  indebtedness,  the  terms of  its  repayment,  and  any  security  thereof, 
including but not limited to an agreement for the loan and a promissory note. 
  

 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 28th day of August, 2023. 
 

_________________________ 
JOHN K. HANDELAND, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________  
JEREMY JACOBSON, DEPUTY Clerk 
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TO: The Mayor and Common Council 

FROM: Glenn Steckman 

RE: City Manager’s report 

August 23, 2023 

 

3D Printing Kickoff: 

The 3D Printed Housing project has been officially kicked off.  The timeline for the project deliverables 

was agreed to with HUD officials. The initial development is for a 3D Printed House will be built on for a 

city property. Military assistance through IRT will work to transfer the computer arm from Penn State to 

Nome next spring. Through the IRT program, the military trades will use this project as a training 

program for themselves and will provide one on one training to residents interested in the getting work 

experience. 

Support for more 3D Printed Houses to be constructed will be solicited from the local tribal 

organizations and the private sector. 

Small Business Administrator: 

The SBA Administrator Isabelle Guzman met with the Mayor, Joy, Lucas and I on the port development 

project and housing needs in the community this past Wednesday. The Administrator was traveling in 

Alaska and visiting rural communities. 

Sitnasuak Elders Committee: 

I had the honor to meet with the Elders Committee to discuss the Historic Preservation Plan and to 

receive their input and recommendations. I am reaching out again to other organizations to make sure 

their concerns are heard. 

Dept of Commerce/EDA: 

Mitch Landrieu, Senior Advisor to the President, White House staff members, Assistant Secretary Susie 

Ruiz and senior Commerce and EDA officials were being hosted by Kawerak for a round table to discuss, 

fisheries, Arctic Geopolitical environment, economic development and needed investment in the Alaska 

Native communities. The Mayor and I were asked to participate and provide an update on the port 

project and Nome in general. 

As part of the visit, former Mayor Landrieu was given a muddy and rainy tour of the port by Joy and 

Lucas. The tour was especially successful because Mayor Landrieu could see the high level of port 

activity and that vessels were being delayed from docking because of the activity. 

Merbok cleanup: 

City staff will be offering on last pick-up of debris from Merbok to businesses and residents. The 

deadline for final submittal for debris removal is September 22, Residents/Businesses can pick up a 

request form from the City Clerk’s office starting Monday.  
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Cruise Ships: 

Two cruise ships came into Nome this past week one for two days and the second for one day. Using the 

Carrie M. McLain Museum as a measure 400 visitors came to visit the museum. 

Weather: 

The weather has severely disrupted our maintenance plans for the season. So far, only the morgue 

building has had any exterior cleaning. 

Joy Baker: 

I am asking for you to approve Joy Baker’s contract to be Project Manager. Attached to the resolution 

for approval is the contract and job description. The term of this agreement is for seven/eight months. 

Sales Tax review: 

The City Clerk staff has just completed a review of non-filed/unpaid sales tax. Notices have been sent 

out to remind businesses of late filings and non-paid sales taxes. In the near future, estimated tax bills 

will be sent to businesses that failed to pay their taxes. That begins another level of collection 

procedure. 

Swimming Pool: 

Not surprisingly, the pool project is not going to meet its completion date of September 1. The new goal 

for completion is mid-late September.  

Summer youth activity at the ballfields 

Summer softball is coming to end. Weather has not been kind to the program. 

FEMA: 

City staff is still working with FEMA officials to wrap the reimbursement requests from Typhoon Merbok. 

Radio System: 

The RFP technical specifications are being developed by General Engineering as an addendum. Once 

completed the RFP will be place out for bid. Federal Engineering will not be allowed to bid. The city was 

seeking an honest assessment of the system and its limitations. 

Ice Rink: 

The Nome Winter Sports Association has just received new/used dasher boards to allow construction of 

the new rink to be located next to the Rec Center. Six light poles are to be installed,  a water line will be 

installed. Site preparation will start soon and the dasher boards installed this fall. 
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