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RICHARD FOSTER ROOM 
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ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. August 12, 2024 Nome Common Council Meeting Minutes,  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Fall Cleanup Advertisement- FALL HAUL, 
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B. September 3, 2024 Ad re: Historic Preservation Workshop at Old Saint Joe's, 
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CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. A Memo to Common Council from City Clerk re: Tax Determinations on Properties included 
on the 2024 Foreclosure List, 
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B.  A Memo to Common Council based upon a letter from Gladys West re: Property taxes, 
penalties and interest owed on parcel 001.242.10, 
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C. R-24-08-02 A Resolution Appointing Election Judges and Clerks for the 2024 Municipal 
Election and Setting their Compensation, 
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Nome and Brooks Chandler Appointment Brooks Chandler as Interim City Manager, 
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F. O-24-08-01 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 17.20.030 Application for Exemption, FIRST 
READING DISCUSSION, 
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UTILITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

A. City Manager's Report, 
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CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

COUNCIL MEMBER'S COMMENTS 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS AND REPORT 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Nome Common Council 
Scot Henderson 

Mark Johnson 
Maggie Miller 

Adam Martinson 
Cameron Piscoya 

M. Sigvanna Tapqaq                                               
                       

NOME COMMON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2024 at 7:00 PM 
RICHARD FOSTER ROOM IN THE RICHARD FOSTER BUILDING 

 ▪  P.O. Box 281 ● Nome, Alaska 99762 ●  Phone (907) 443-6663 ●  Fax (907) 443-5345 
 

 

ROLL CALL at 07:05PM 
Members Present:   C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Piscoya, C. Henderson, C.Miller, C.Tapqaq (Zoom); 
 
Also Present:  John K. Handeland, Mayor; Glenn Steckman, City Manager; Dan Grimmer, City 

Clerk;  

In the Audience:  Diana Haecker, Ben Townsend, Miranda Musich, Thomas Simonsson, Brad Soske 
(Zoom), Cynthia Gray (Zoom); 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A Motion to Approve the Agenda was made by C.Henderson and Seconded by 
C.Martinson. 

At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq, 

C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. July 22, 2024 Work and Regular Meeting Minutes, 

A Motion to Approve the Meeting Minutes was made by C.Martinson and 
Seconded by C.Henderson. 

At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq,   
C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A. May 7, 2024 Nome Planning Commission Meeting Minutes, 

B. July 17, 2024 letter from a Guest of the Westerdam, 

C. July 19, 2024 letter from AT&T re: AT&T Data Incident, 

D. July 31, 2024 Foreclosure list presented to the Superior Court at Nome (2NO-24-00149 Cl) 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

Manager 
Glenn Steckman 

Clerk 
Dan Grimmer 
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E. July 31, 2024 Letters to DEC and DNR On Behalf of NCC and Response from DNR re: IPOP 
Permit Opposition, 

F. August 5, 2024 AMCO Public Notice of Proposed Regulation Changes of the Marijuana Control 
Board,  

G. August 16, 2024 communications from AMCO re: Marijuana Control Board regulations for 
Broadening Overlapping Premises and Plant Height, 

H. July 31, 2024 Public Notice of Application for Permit from USACE, 

 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

    No Comments 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

    No Unfinished Business 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. August 12, 2024 Memo to Nome Common Council re: 2024 Personal Property Fees and 
Interest, 

A Motion to waive 2024 Personal Property Fees and Interest was made by 
C.Henderson and Seconded by C.Johnson. 
At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq, C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 

B. August 12, 2024  Memo to Nome Common Council re: Dilapidated Structures Exemption, 

A Motion to approve Dilapidated Structures Exemptions presented was made 
by C.Henderson and Seconded by C.Martinson. 

Discussion was made about the qualifications or criteria that is required for 
this exemption. Comments were made about how to make the qualifications 
less cumbersome. 

 
At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq, C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 

C. August 12, 2024 Memo to Nome Common Council re: Late Filing for Senior Exemption, 

A Motion to approve the Senior exemption of Betty Ann Hoogendorn as timely 
filed by C.Johnson and Seconded by C.Martinson. 
At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq, C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 
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D. R-24-08-01 A Resolution Appointing Dan Grimmer as Acting City Manager for August 17th 
Through August 20th 2024, 

A Motion to approve the Resolution to appoint Dan Grimmer as Acting City 
Manager for August 17th through August 20th 2024 was made by C.Martinson 
and Seconded by C.Henderson. 
At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq, C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 

 

UTILITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

  Thomas Simonsson, NJU Superintendant- Operating updates include jetting sewer lines and 
doing some septic cleaning at the school and correctional center. Fire hydrants are being repaired. VFD 
for additional blower at lagoon is now operational. BEST battery system is scheduled to arrive soon. 
Concrete is being poured at foundation. There was a technician that came up to work on the moonlight 
springs pressurization. Valves do need to be replaced in the water plant. N street and 6th ave sewer 
main is scheduled to start the first part of September. The Seppala project has all the piping and 
construction will start next year.  

  John K. Handeland- Working with NSHC for the lift Station that is located on N Street that would 
support the Quyaana Care Center.  The Village of Solomon and King Island Native Corporation are 
looking for support of a lift station on 6th Ave. NSHC agreed to contribute 1.3 Million dollars to this 
project.  

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

A. August 12, 2024 City Manager's Report, 

There is an ordinance in process to amend the Senior and Disabled Veteran Exemption 
requirement. The City is also working on amending the exemption ordinance to read that 
final determinations will fall under the City Managers’ approval.  

The city engineer is currently in Nome and we’re looking at having the DEC come in and 
review the efficiency of how we’re managing the landfill. The engineer is waiting on the RFP 
for fixing the floors at OSJ.  

An RFP will also be submitted for the electrical in the Public Works building. The 
accreditation for the Police Department is under final review. We are looking at an RFP for a 
public relations firm. We are working on an RFP for vehicle removal.  

The City Manager gave thanks to organizations in the community for efforts that are being 
made to paint and make improvements to their properties.  

The City will be working with DOT to removed vehicles from long term parking that are torn 
up and broken.  

There have been reports by the public and in Social Media that there are no protocols in place 
for missing persons. The City Manager noted that the City has a missing persons protocol that 
is used in cases of missing persons. Comments in Social Media have been unfiltered and there 
is a lot of misunderstanding and misinformation being presented.  

The 3D housing project is delayed until next year. An update was given on the details of this 
project and when the project will start next year. 
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Mayor Handeland noted that there will be an update coming to the sound system in City Hall. 
City Manager Steckman noted that Chariot services will be coming up to work on that system 
in City Hall. Mayor Handeland also noted from the City Manager report that there is an 
advertisement that has gone out to the community reminding them that Helmets need to be 
worn with ATV’s and that you need to have a valid driver’s license to operate within city 
limits. 

C.Miller asked more questions about the 3D housing being used in an Arctic region. City 
Manager Steckman noted that there is an identified site where a house will be made and then 
there is another that is being looked at to problem solve how best to build one of these types 
of houses on unstable ground. 

There was discussion about Leonard Seppala’s Kennel building possibly coming to Nome. 
There was an update about the possibility of expanding the outside displays outside of the 
museum. 

More questions were made by C.Miller about the possibility of having a local PR person 
instead of using a PR firm. 

C.Henderson brought up for discussion about requirements in the Exemption Ordinance for 
dilapidated structures. Intent of the ordinance was discussed. C. Henderson asked if the 
council could make administrative changes to the ordinance. Mayor Handeland clarified that 
Ordinance changes would have to go through and be adopted by ordinance through multiple 
readings. 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

No Comments 

COUNCIL MEMBER'S COMMENTS 

C. Henderson- Congratulations to the applicants for the dilapidated Structure exemptions. 
C.Henderson asked KNOM to update their role in the City Council Meeting. M.Musich noted 
that she is a member of the Chamber of Commerce and that they have sponsored KNOM to 
attend the City Council Meetings to stream on Facebook and Youtube. It was noted that this 
service can be provided anywhere. 

C. Johnson- Thanks to City Staff for working on the Senior Exemption Ordinance and making 
progress on it. 

C. Martinson- No Comment 

C.Tapqaq- No Comment 

C.Miller- Thanks to Glenn for answering questions. Talked about need for PR person, asked 
about Communications being more open with tribal entities.  C.Miller asked about t he street 
signs being repaired. Asked about artifacts of Nome Eskimo Community. Mayor Steckman 
addressed that the City has held these artifacts in trust for Nome Eskimo Community and he 
has attempted multiple times to contact them and they have not responded. 

C.Piscoya- No Comment 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS AND REPORT 

The Post Office has been rumored to intend to be moving. Mail continues to be sent back to 
sender and having packages being sent back. Mayor Handeland stated that although they may 
be following protocol he feels like it is worth writing a strongly worded letter to our 
delegations to see how we can fix this issue. Mayor Handeland asked if there was objection to 
him writing a letter. There was no objection. 
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The Army Corp of Engineers and DOD came into town. Mayor Handeland noted that they were 
able to host them and that it is good for them to see Nome and understand where we’re at and 
what their policies could be effecting. 

There was a book signing “Stronger Together”. There was a collaboration of Artifacts and 
Artwork along with stories in the book being displayed. 

The City is working on the new Iditarod Arch. The new log is being worked on in Seward where 
it will be created. M.Silvernail will work on the based structure. 

Thank you to Diana from the Nome Nugget for notices being posted in instances of short notice. 

Mayor Handeland talked about Extreme Habitat and potential other opportunities that would 
benefit the City. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. Matters in which the immediate knowledge would have an adverse effect upon the finances of 
the City and to discuss subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any 
persons, 

 

A Motion was made to go into executive session by C.Henderson and 
Seconded by C.Piscoya. 
At the roll call:  
Aye: C. Johnson, C. Martinson, C. Henderson, C.Piscoya, C.Tapqaq, C.Miller 
Nay:  
The motion CARRIED. 

 
The council went into Executive Session at 08:32PM 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The council came out of Executive Session at 09:30PM and Adjourned. 
 

 
APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th Day of August, 2024. 

 

 

 

 
 

 _________________________ 
    JOHN K. HANDELAND 

Mayor 
 

 
_________________________ 
DAN GRIMMER  
City Clerk 
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907-443-6663
CONTACT US

MONOFILL open for FREE DUMPING 
Monday September 16 - Friday September 20
from 11am - 7pm

LANDFILL open for FREE DUMPING 
Monday, September 16; Wednesday,
September 18; Saturday, September 21 
9am - 3pm 

    

 AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENTS ONLY 
 (WITHIN CITY LIMITS)

SEPTEMBER 16 - 20, 2024FALLFALLHAULHAUL
Call 443-6663 from Wednesday September 11 to Friday, September 20 to schedule a
pickup.

All items must be brought to the curb of the road and away from structures.

NO: Drums of unknown chemical, flammable products, wet paint, or batteries.
 

Refrigerators/Freezers: Each refrigerator/freezer must be empty & the door(s) removed.

Vehicle pick up available for both Residential and Commercial (with signed release form). 

The City stops taking requests for U-Call, We-Haul at 12:00pm on Friday,
September 20.

    

U-CALL, WE-HAUL 
YOU NO CALL, WE NO HAUL
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION  

WORKSHOP 
TUESDAY, SEPT 3 
5:30 PM—7:00 PM 
Old St. Joseph’s Church 

The Office of History and Archaeology is 
launching its statewide historic        
preservaƟon planning efforts in Alaska, 
and we want to hear from Nome. Please 
consider joining local and state historic 
preservaƟon  leaders for a parƟcipatory 
planning workshop to learn how you 
can get involved. Discover what’s new 
about statewide collaboraƟve planning 
efforts and saving Nome’s past for the 
future. 

Featured presentations: 

¨ Carol Gales, Owner, Discovery Saloon, 
Challenges and Successes of                 
RehabilitaƟng the Discovery Saloon. 

¨ Maria Lewis, Architectural Historian,        
UpdaƟng the State of Alaska Historic     
PreservaƟon Plan. 

¨ Amy Hellmich, Architectural Historian,     
SecƟon 106 and how it relates to the 
State of Alaska Historic PreservaƟon 
Plan. 

QuesƟons, email: maria.lewis@alaska.gov 
Pilgrim Hot Springs, Photo Courtesy of Kawerak, Inc. 

FREE and OPEN to the Public! 
“A sense of history 
and a sense of place 
are  inextricably       
intertwined."  
 David Glassberg, 2021 
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  P.O. Box 281 • Nome, Alaska 99762 

  phone 907.443.6663  fax 907.443.5349   

  

   “There’s no place like Nome” 
  www.nomealaska.org 

 

Memo 
Date:   August 26, 2024  
From:  Dan Grimmer, City Clerk 
To:   Nome Common Council 
Subject: Council Determination for Property Taxes 
 

 
An audit has been done on several accounts which have been listed on the 2024 Foreclosure List. 
The audit has found the following: 
 

 Parcel 190.1.066- This is a building/Improvement, a portioned property that exists on land 
that was leased by AK Gold Co. The Current Land owner is Aaron Burmeister. The current 
owner of the building is listed as being Mike Benchoff. The City Clerk spoke to Mr. Benchoff 
who does not claim to have ownership of the property. The past listed owner has been 
reported by Mr. Benchoff to be deceased. As the property is under foreclosure and we do 
not wish to proceed with foreclosure on a property where taxes are being paid both land and 
improvements by the current owner. We therefore ask the Common Council to approve 
the removal of all taxes, fees and interest listed against this property and to have the 
property removed from the tax rolls. 
 

 Parcel 190.1.074- This is a building/improvement, a portioned property that exists on land 
that was leased. The current owner of the land is Kirsten Bey. The last listed owner of the 
Building was Colby Carter who was reported to the City Clerk by the owners grandson 
Hunter Bellamy as being deceased for over 10 years. The City does not wish to continue 
foreclosure on a property that does not have a clear owner and the last owner is deceased. 
We therefore ask the Common Council to approve the removal of all taxes, fees and 
interest listed against this property and to have the property removed from the tax 
rolls. 

 

 Parcel 198.2.022- This Property was previously 1 larger lot which was split into four different 
parcels when subdivided by the State of Alaska. Three of those parcels fell within city limits. 
This property does not fall within City Limits. We therefore ask the Common Council to 
approve the removal of all taxes, fees and interest listed against this property and to 
have the property removed from the tax rolls. 

 
 
 
Dan Grimmer 
City Clerk 
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  P.O. Box 281 • Nome, Alaska 99762 

  phone 907.443.6663  fax 907.443.5349   

  

   “There’s no place like Nome” 
  www.nomealaska.org 

 

Memo 
Date:   August 26, 2024  
From:  Dan Grimmer, City Clerk 
To:   Nome Common Council 
Subject: Council Determination for Property Tax Penalties and Interest 
 

 
The City Clerk’s Office has received a request from Gladys West who is the owner of Parcel 
001.242.10 which is also known as the old pharmacy building at 100 Lanes Way. Please see letter 
attached for details by Mrs. West on why she believes that certain penalties and interest be waived.  
 
Mrs. West intends to sell the building to Sitnasauk Native Corporation who she reports intends to 
demolish, remediate and dispose of the building.  
 
Therefore the City Clerk asks of the Common Council to make a determination based upon Mrs. 
West’s request to waive all currently owed taxes, penalties and interest which represent the amount 
previously owed during the period in which the Sackett’s owned the property. 
 
 
 
Dan Grimmer 
City Clerk 
 

11

Item B.



12

Item B.



13

Item B.



14

Item B.



15

Item B.



16

Item B.



17

Item B.



Page 1 of 1 

 

Presented By: 
 Deputy City Clerk 

 
Action Taken: 

Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 
 

CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. R-24-08-02 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGES AND CLERKS FOR THE  
2024 MUNICIPAL ELECTION AND SETTING THEIR COMPENSATION 

 
WHEREAS, Nome Code of Ordinances, 7.20.010(a) requires that for each municipal election “the City 

Council shall appoint from among qualified electors an election board comprised of three judges for each polling 
place”; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the elections judges is to be designated as chairperson, one is to be designated as 
inspector and one does not have a title other than judge; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Council shall appoint three qualified electors to act as clerks of the election; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Nome City Council hereby authorizes the following qualified electors: 
 

   Jim Dory   Judge 
   Glen Pardy  Judge 

Terrie Perkins  Judge 
Sue Steinacher  Clerk 
Barb Amarok  Clerk 
Carol Gales  Clerk 

 
WHEREAS, the City Clerk may appoint not more than three additional election clerks if such 

appointments are necessary to facilitate the orderly conduct of the election or to relieve the appointed clerks of 
undue hardship; and, 
 

WHEREAS, many municipalities set the wages of their election workers at the same rate of pay as the 
State of Alaska pays its election personnel,  

 
WHEREAS, and where other municipalities in rural Alaska are currently paying around $20.50 per hour 

for Judges and Clerks. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves these electors and, by this 
resolution, hereby sets the compensation for the election personnel of the 2024 Municipal Election $21.00 per 
hour for Judges and Clerks. 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of August, 2024. 
 

          
______________________________ 

JOHN K. HANDELAND, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
DAN GRIMMER, City Clerk 
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Presented by: 
City Manager 

Action Taken: 
Yes____No____ 

Abstain_____ 

 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. R-24-08-03 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF SURPLUS 

CITY OWNED EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES TO THE PUBLIC BY MEANS 
OF A PUBLIC AUCTION ON   

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Nome has surplus vehicles and equipment items which are no 
longer operable or cost effective to repair; along with and accumulation of miscellaneous small 
tools and supplies. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council authorizes 
the Administration to conduct a sale of City owned surplus equipment (per attached Surplus 
Inventory List), to the public by means of public auction from September 16-20, 2024; and, 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council authorizes proper 
disposal of said equipment which is not sold in the auction by means of donation or 
appropriate disposal. 
 
  
 APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th Day of August 2024. 
 
 
      
        JOHN K. HANDELAND, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 
DAN GRIMMER, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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Auction Item Minimum Bid Buy it now Price

Chevy Trailblazer  250.00$                 500.00$                 

Cat motor from 966F  500.00$                 1,500.00$             

Honda 225 outboards CCW 500.00$                 1,500.00$             

Plasma cutter table  600.00$                 1,200.00$             

Honda 225 Outboard CW 1,000.00$             4,000.00$             

05 SnoGo snowblower  5,000.00$             8,000.00$             

84 Ford fire-truck  5,000.00$             8,000.00$             

Case 580D Back-hoe 5,000.00$             8,000.00$             

11 Freightliner Cascadia  6,000.00$             10,000.00$           

76 Cat D-7G  8,000.00$             15,000.00$           

Sale Item Sale Price

Miscellaneous Items As Tagged

5/8” hardboard (each) 10.00$                   

36” commercial door jamb  x6 (Each) 20.00$                   

600 ft estimated ¾” PEX  50.00$                   

700 ft estimated 1” sch 40 HDPE 50.00$                   

Sinks  $50 50.00$                   

Small tire machine 50.00$                   

Man cage $100 100.00$                 

Small cement mixer  $100 100.00$                 

Small roller (compactor)  $100 100.00$                 

Washer x1 100.00$                 

Dryer x1 100.00$                 

04 Honda 4 wheeler  300.00$                 

DR Brushcutter  350.00$                 

Scaffolding  $400 400.00$                 

Ford F-350 flatbed  500.00$                 

Salt Dog Sander 500.00$                 

04 Ford F-350  750.00$                 

11 Expedition 750.00$                 

84 Ford Dump truck  4,000.00$             
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Presented By: 
City Manager 

Action Taken: 
Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 

 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. R-24-08-04 

  
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NOME AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF NOME AND BROOKS CHANDLER APPOINTING BROOKS CHANDLER AS INTERIM 
CITY MANAGER 

 
 WHEREAS, the current City Manager has given resignation effective September 1, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City is in need of the services of an Interim City Manager; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, City of Nome desires to retain the services of Brooks Chandler as the Interim City 
Manager for a minimum of 90 days, 
 
 WHEREAS, Brooks Chandler desires to serve as the Interim City Manager of the City of Nome; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council approves entering 
into a contract with Brooks Chandler for the position of the Interim Nome City Manager. 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of August, 2024. 
 
 

          
      _________________________ 

      JOHN K. HANDELAND, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
DAN GRIMMER, City Clerk 
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1st Reading: __________ _______ 
     2nd Reading: _________________ 

 
Presented By: 

City Manager 
 

Action Taken: 
Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 

 

CITY OF NOME 
ORDINANCE NO. O-24-08-01 

    
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 17.20.030 APPLICATION FOR 

EXEMPTION 
  

WHEREAS, there has been interest by the public to no be required to fill out 
an application for exemption on an annual basis; and 
 

WHEREAS, the exemptions are designed to be of assistance to the citizens 
that qualify for them; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to eliminate any barriers to helping 

these citizens; 
 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NOME: 
 
Section 1.   Classification.  This is a Code ordinance.  
 
Section 2.    Amendment of Section 17.20.030.  Section 17.20.030 of the Code of 
Ordinances of Nome, Alaska is hereby amended to read as follows [deletions are 
overstruck and new language is underlined]: 
 
 (a) No exemption may be granted except upon written application for the exemption on 

a form supplied by the assessor. The claimant must file the application no later than 

February 1st of the assessment year for which the exemption is sought. The city council 

for good cause shown and as demonstrated in a sworn statement of the claimant may 

waive the claimant’s failure to make timely application for the exemption and authorize 

the assessor to accept the application as if timely filed. The claimant must file a separate 

application for each assessment year in which the exemption is sought. If an application 

is filed within the required time and is approved by the assessor, the assessor shall 

allow an exemption in accordance with the provisions of Section 17.20.020 of this 

chapter. If a claimant whose failure to timely file for exemption has been waived by the 

city council as provided in this subsection, and the application for exemption is 

approved, the amount of tax which the claimant may have already paid for the 

assessment year with respect to the property exempt shall be refunded to the claimant. 
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(b) The assessor may at any time require proof, in the form he or she considers 

necessary, of the grounds for the claimed exemption and the amount of the exemption 

claimed. The claimant has the burden of establishing their qualifications and/or 

entitlement for an exemption. The exemption ordinance and statutes shall be strictly 

construed in favor of taxation. (Ord. O-06-10-03 § 3, 2006: Ord. O-93-6-6 § 1 (part), 1994 

(c) Applications for Senior and Disabled Veteran Exemption are only required to be 

submitted for the first year in which the exemption is sought. All other exemptions will 

be applied for on a yearly basis. The claimant for Senior and Disabled Veteran 

Exemptions must file the application no later than February 1st of the assessment year 

for which the exemption is sought. The city council for good cause shown and as 

demonstrated in a sworn statement of the claimant may waive the claimant’s failure to 

make timely application for the exemption and authorize the assessor to accept the 

application as if timely filed. If an application is filed within the required time and is 

approved by the assessor, the assessor shall allow an exemption in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 17.20.020 of this chapter. If a claimant whose failure to timely file 

for exemption has been waived by the city council as provided in this subsection, and 

the application for exemption is approved, the amount of tax which the claimant may  
have already paid for the assessment year with respect to the property exempt shall be 

refunded to the claimant. For ever subsequent year after the initial year for which these 

exemptions are approved; the assessor will review qualifications of all previous years 

exemptions previously submitted along with any new applications for exemption. 

 
Section 3.     Effective Date.     This ordinance is effective upon passage. 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED the 24th day of August, 2024 
 
 

 
_________________________ 

        JOHN K. HANDELAND 
                                             Mayor  

       
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
DAN GRIMMER 
City Clerk 
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https://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Nome/#!/Nome17/Nome1720.html#17.20.020


TO: The Mayor and Common Council 

 

FROM: Glenn Steckman 

 

RE: City Manager Report 

 

August 23, 2024 

 

 

Sandspit: 

 

I reached out to the Nome Eskimo Community about the Sandspit artifacts. NEC wants the City of Nome 

to continue to maintain them until they plan what to do with the artifacts. The original agreement was 

drafted in 2011. I have attached that agreement. I also recommended that a new MOA be drafted that 

the city is holding these artifacts in trust for the NEC. The NEC agreed. 

 

Radio/911 system: 

 

The replacement of the radio system has been completed. The signal can reach in some areas eighteen 

miles out of town. In previous known dead spaces, the signal strength has been excellent. As the 

installer said we have gone from the 1970’s to the 21st century. 

 

This update included radios for NVAD and the NPD. The 911 Center operators have also received in 

depth training to operate the new system.  

 

The fire sirens were also tested as part of this radio project. The snow dump siren is working. Icy View is 

still having intermittent issues. The Thornbush siren was discovered missing its transformer and we are 

still waiting an antenna from Federal Signal for the elementary school. These siren tests were to make 

sure they worked when being sent a signal by 911. 

 

Sales Tax: 

 

The City of Nome needs to increase its sale tax rate from 5% to 6%. While the effort led by the Chamber 

of Commerce to eliminate the burden on business owners of annually raising the sales tax rate from 5%-

7% for the summer season, while admirable, it blew a hole in the city budget now of about $1.1m. By 

going to an annual 6% rate this will raise an estimated of $1.5m. This will substantially close the budget 

gap.  

 

Fees: 

 

On your next council agenda, will be an ordinance to raise certain fees for the Recreation Center and 

building rentals. The change in recreation fees will help cover a small portion of the building upgrades. 

The increase in the proposed building rental fees will help to continue the upgrades to those facilities 

covered by fees. Fees in general have been increased for over seven years. 
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