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ROLL CALL 

OATH OF OFFICE 

A. Oath of Office for Colleen Deighton,  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTIVITIES 

Verbal Report, 

COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Email from Lindsay Johnson re: NWATP Virtual Open House,  

B. Application for FEMA Recertification,  

CITIZENS' COMMENTS 

NEW BUSINESS 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Comprehensive Plan 2030,  

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS 

STAFF REPORTS 

A. City Manager's Report, 

B. Deputy City Clerk Permit Summary, 

SCHEDULE OF NEXT MEETING 

March 2, 2021  

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

City Manager 
Glen Steckman 

Deputy City Clerk 
Christine Piscoya 
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OATH OF OFFICE 

 
 
 

United States of America  ) 
State of Alaska   )  ss. 
Second Judicial District  ) 
 
 

“I, Colleen Deighton, do solemnly swear that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States, the laws of the State of Alaska, and the 
Ordinances of the Municipality of Nome, and that I will, to the best of my ability, 
honestly and faithfully discharge the duties of my office of City of Nome 
Planning Commissioner without fear, favor or partiality and therein to do every 
justice to all persons and to the City, so help me GOD.” 
 

SIGNED AND SWORN this 2nd day of February, 2021. 
 
 

      _____________________________ 
       Colleen Deighton 

Planning Commissioner 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Christine Piscoya 
Deputy City Clerk 
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Item A.



From: Lindsay Johnson
To: Bryant Hammond; Christine Piscoya; John Handeland; tiffany.martinson@necalaska.org
Subject: NWATP Virtual Open House Now Live!
Date: Friday, January 15, 2021 3:42:05 PM
Attachments: Nome_map.pdf

Nome_profile.pdf
Nome_projectOverflow.pdf

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Thank you for your continued interest in the Northwest Alaska Transportation Plan!
 
We appreciate your participation and feedback in the planning effort, thus far. The team has
been working hard this summer, fall, and winter to develop the draft plan. 
 
As part of the plan, we developed Community Profiles describing the transportation
context and project needs for each community. Please take a look at the community
profile, attached, and help us confirm the information and project needs list, therein.
 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, we will be presenting the draft plan via an online open house,
going live on January 15th. This virtual event allows participants to go through the plan at their
own pace and leave comments.
 
The online open house will run for 30 days, until February 15th. We hope you will visit the
open house, and share your feedback with our team, soon. Your comments are key to
publishing a final plan within the first few months of 2021.
 
To participate, go to: http://www.nwatponline.com
 
Stay healthy and safe,
The DOT&PF Northwest Alaska 
Transportation Planning Team
 
Lindsay Johnson
On behalf of Uqaqti Consulting
907-378-1335
www.uqaqti.com
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Norton Sound/Seward PeninsulaNome
1st Class City


Incorporation 1901
ANCSA Entity Sitnasuak N ative  Corpora tion
Tribal Entity N a tive  V illa ge  of Counc il
Indigenous Language N /A


Overview


Project Needs List
N om e  is a re giona l c e nte r of tra nsporta tion for surround ing
villa ge s. The  Port of N om e  pla ys an e sse ntia l role  in
re giona l tra nsporta tion infrastruc ture . N om e  is prim a rily
a c c e ssible  by a ir, a lthough c onta ine rize d  house hold
good s, build ing m ate ria ls, ve hic le s, he avy e quipm e nt, a nd
a ll pe trole um  prod uc ts a rrive  by wate r d uring sum m e r
m onths. The re  a re  10-12 c a rgo ba rge s a nd  8-10 fue l
ba rge s/ta nke rs that m a ke  sc he d ule d  d e live rie s e a c h
se ason. An a d d itiona l tra ns-loa d ing fa c ility in the  Inne r
Ha rbor was built in 2013 to a d d re ss c onge stion a t the
e xisting ba rge  ra m p a nd  allow m ore  e ffic ie nt tra nsfe rs of
c a rgo a nd  rolling stoc k. The  Sm a ll Boa t Ha rbor pla ys host
to about 25 c om m e rc ia l fishing ve sse ls and  a la rge
offshore  m ining fle e t whic h a t tim e s e xc e e d s c a pa c ity.
Alaska DOT's Sna ke  Rive r Brid ge  Re pla c e m e nt Proje c t
was c om ple te d  in 2013 and  will fa c ilitate  the  inc re ase d
tra ffic  to a nd  from  the  Port. Two sta te -owne d  a irports a re
loc a te d  in the  c om m unity. The  N om e  Airport, loc a te d  one
m ile  northwe st of the  City, has two pave d  runways.


Transportation Overview
(se e  ne xt she e t)
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Community Marine and Riverway Information
Barge Facility InformationCity has prote c te d  port a nd  ha rbor fa c ilitie s,
inc lud ing d oc ks at 22.5 fe e t m e a n lowe r low wate r (MLLW ). N om e  is the  only
prote c te d  public ly owne d  port a nd ha rbor in the  N W ATP Stud y. USACE
id e ntifie d  N om e  as the  be st loc a tion for an Arc tic  d e e p-d ra ft port to se rve
inc re ase d  Arc tic  shipping.
Improvements Since 2009City built third  d oc k a long the  c ause way a nd
im prove d  a ba rge  la nd ing in the  inne r ha rbor a re a to fa c ilita te  c a rgo tra nsfe r
to sm a lle r c om m unitie s. USACE 2017 inspe c tion of N om e ’s 3,750-foot
se awa ll c onfirm e d  good c ond ition with som e  m inor gaps on a rm or stone
a round  c ulve rts (USACE 2017d). 2017 USACE inspe c tion of N om e  Ha rbor
found  only m inor d e fic ie nc ie s. Annua l d re d ging re m ove d  82,250 ya rd s of
m a te ria l (USACE 2017e ).
Comments and Issues n/a
Functional Class and Surface Type Lengths (DOTPF database)
Local 26.91 m i
Minor Collector2.55 m i
Major Collector13.08 m i
Minor Arterial 1.61 m i
Not Functionally Classified (DOTPF database) 0.0 m i
Paved 13.17 m i
Unpaved9.94 m i


Demographics (2018)








Surface System:
• Brid ge  im p rove m e nts
• Construct ap p roxim ate ly 3/4 m ile  of b oard walk p aralle l
to Be ring Se a Coast e xte nd ing e ast from  Cam p b e ll Way
to the  Nom e  Byp ass Road
• Construct ne w road  from  the  Nom e -Counc il Road  to
Bluff
• Construct p arking are a; inc lud e s sanitary fac ilitie s,
p ic nic tab le s and  inte rp re tive  signs
• Construct p arking lot, p ic nic are as, sanitary fac ilitie s
and  inte rp re tive  e xhib its at MP 4, 15, 17, and  20
• Corre ct e rosion p rob le m s from  MP 21 to MP 27 (Molly's
Corne r to Grand m a Minnie 's)
• Exte nd  road  from  Kougarok Rive r ap p roxim ate ly 25
m ile s to T aylor
• Exte nd  Ste ad m an Stre e t to the  Nom e  Byp ass Road
• Front Stre e t wid e ning of sid e walks, installation of p e riod
lighting, and  four inte rse ction b um p  outs locate d  at the
inte rse ctions of Front Stre e t with Hunte r Stre e t and
Fe d e ral Way
• Im p rove  ac c e ss to Se rp e ntine  Hot Sp rings
• Im p rove  highways
• Im p rove  road  d rainage  and  p aving for d ust control in
Nom e  City
• Im p rove  road  e m b ankm e nt, p rovid e  d rainage , and
re surfac e  ap p roxim ate ly 6.25 m ile s of Osb orne  Road
• Im p rove  road s and  c ity stre e ts
• Im p rove  traffic and  safe ty on e ight Nom e  Are a Brid ge s
• L ighting Se p p ala to airp ort te rm inals, Blod ge tt Highway
to Mile  4
• Nom e -Counc il Road  Em e rge nc y Re p airs and  Nom e
Se a Storm  Pe rm ane nt Re p airs
• Pave  ap p roxim ate ly 20 m ile s of city stre e ts
• Pave  local stre e ts
• Pe rform  surfac e  re p airs at various locations along the
Nom e -T e lle r Highway
• Raise  grad e  and  re surfac e  Nom e -T e lle r Road  MP 4.5 to
20
• Raise  grad e , re c ond ition surfac e , and  slop e  flatte ning
along significant se ctions to re d uc e  snow d rifting ne ar
MP 8-10, 16, 18, 21-24, 26-27 29, 30-32.5, 36 and  38
• Raise  grad e , wid e n and  re p lac e  a culve rt on 0.5 m ile s
of Nom e  Byp ass Road  b e twe e n N Stre e t and  Front
Stre e t
• Re align and  re hab ilitate  ap p roxim ate ly 7 m ile s of the
Nom e  Counc il Highway; inc lud e s b rid ge  num b e r 0268
• Re align and  re hab ilitate  Se p p ala Drive  in Nom e  from
the  inte rse ction of Be ring Stre e t to the  inte rse ction of
Airp ort T e rm inal Road
• Re align Se p p ala Drive  and  Ce nte r Cre e k Road  to
ac c om m od ate  the  Snake  Rive r Brid ge  re location
• Re c ond ition and  re surfac e  Doyle  Road  inc lud ing
d rainage  im p rove m e nts and  re c onstruction of d rive ways


to m e e t curre nt stand ard s
• Re c onstruct Nom e -T aylor Road : MP 21 to 84
• Re c onstruct Pilgrim  Hot Sp rings Road
• Re hab ilitate  and  re p ave  Be ring and  Se p p ala Stre e ts,
inc lud ing re surfacing and  d rainage  im p rove m e nts, lighting
and  signage
• Re hab ilitate  b y raising the  grad e  and  re surfacing Nom e -
T e lle r Road : MP 20-40 (Bob  Blod ge tt Highway)
• Re hab ilitate  b y raising the  grad e , re c ond itioning and
re surfac ing Nom e -T e lle r Road : MP 40 to 72 (Bob  Blod ge tt
Highway)
• Re hab ilitate  Ce nte r Cre e k Road  in Nom e  from  Se p p ala
Drive  to Nom e -T e lle r Hwy, inc lud ing re alignm e nt of Ce nte r
Cre e k Road  and  FAA/Doyle  Road  inte rse ctions; re surfac ing,
d rainage  im p rove m e nts, re -shap e , p ave , install signage  and
road  m arke rs
• Re hab ilitate  or re p lac e  the  Sinuk Rive r Brid ge , MP 25 and
Snake  Rive r Brid ge , MP 7 on the  Nom e -T e lle r Highway
• Re hab ilitate , raise  and  p ave  the  e xisting 7700' b ike  p ath
and  e xte nd  the  p ath .25 m ile s to town
• Re p air and  re surfac e  the  road way b e twe e n MP 4 - 16;
slop e  flatte ning at MP 10 and  MP 12; m inor re alignm e nt at
MP 10 and  MP 12; grad e  raise  b e twe e n MP 15 and  MP 16
• Re p air road  surfac e , re c onstruct d am age d  turnout and
b e ac h ac c e ss ram p s, and  re p lac e  rip rap  p rote ction at ER
d am age  site s on Counc il Road  and  on Front Stre e t in Nom e
• Re p air, re surfac e  and  raise  the  grad e  b e twe e n MP 7
(Prosp e ct Cre e k) to MP 20 (Je nse n's Cam p )
• Re p ave  Be ring Stre e t from  Front Stre e t to the  inte rse ction
of Gre g Krusche k Ave /L ittle  Cre e k Road ; d rainage
im p rove m e nts, asp halt re p air, im p rove  curb  ram p s
• Re p lac e  Brid ge  No0881 Snake  Rive r
• Re p lac e  the  Kuzitrin Rive r b rid ge  at MP 67 and  the
Kougarak Rive r Brid ge  at MP 84
• Re surfac e  Front Stre e t from  Gre g Krusche k Ave nue  to
Be ring Stre e t; ap p roxim ate ly 1.1 m ile s
• Sm all road  im p rove m e nts to sub siste nc e  use  are as
• Wid e n and  re surfac e  the  e xisting Port Road , inc lud ing b ut
not lim ite d  to: d rainage  im p rove m e nts, safe ty im p rove m e nts
and  p e d e strian fac ilitie s
• Wid e n and  re surfac e  the  e xisting Port Road , inc lud ing:
d rainage  im p rove m e nts, safe ty im p rove m e nts and
p e d e strian facilitie s
Aviation System:
• Ac q uire  ne w ARFF Inc id e nt Re sp onse  V e hic le , FAA
air/ground  rad io and  an incid e nt c om m and  rad io
• Airp ort ap ron, d rainage  and  land  ac q uisition
• Airp ort Fe nc e  Installation and  ac c e ss/m ainte nanc e  road
• Airp ort op e rating se ttle m e nt re p air
• Construct ad d itional safe ty are as for runways 10/28 and
3/21; re m ove  Ob structions; ac q uire  L and ; re locate  the  Snake
Rive r


• Construct fac ilitie s to re p lac e  Nom e  City Fie ld ; a 2,000-
foot grave l airstrip  northwe st of Runway 3/21 with
stand ard  safe ty are as, lights, signs, m arkings, e tc.;
construct ne w GA ap ron with tie -d owns, le ase  lots and
c onne cting taxiway; construct taxiway c onne ction to the
e xisting crosswind  runway; construct ve hic le  ac c e ss road
and  p arking are a
• Construct GA fac ility, p ave  ap rons and  taxiways, storm
d rainage  im p rove m e nts
• Re hab ilitate  the  m ain runway, crosswind  runway, north
ap ron, runway safe ty are as, and  runway lighting
• Re p air se ttle d  are a within the  airp ort's op e rating are a
• Runway safe ty are a e xp ansion
• U p d ate  airp ort m aste r p lan
Marine System:
• Bre ak wate r and  p ort im p rove m e nts
• Construct a sm all b oat harb or for ap p roxim ate ly 80
ve sse ls and  ad jac e nt fishing ind ustrial sp ac e  to sup p ort
p roc e ssing p lants, fue l d oc k, b oat haul-out, re p air and
storage  for com m e rc ial, sub siste nc e  and  re cre ational use
• Fe nd e r syste m , utilitie s, re stroom s and  oil colle ction
fac ilitie s; install se curity fe nc ing around  the  harb or and
along the  cause way; b asin surve y
Other:
• Im p rove m e nts to road  d rainage  and  d ust control on
Nom e  City stre e ts
• Install snow fe nc e  to p rote ct e le m e ntary sc hool
p layground
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Fe d e ral Way
• Im p rove  ac c e ss to Se rp e ntine  Hot Sp rings
• Im p rove  highways
• Im p rove  road  d rainage  and  p aving for d ust control in
Nom e  City
• Im p rove  road  e m b ankm e nt, p rovid e  d rainage , and
re surfac e  ap p roxim ate ly 6.25 m ile s of Osb orne  Road
• Im p rove  road s and  c ity stre e ts
• Im p rove  traffic and  safe ty on e ight Nom e  Are a Brid ge s
• L ighting Se p p ala to airp ort te rm inals, Blod ge tt Highway
to Mile  4
• Nom e -Counc il Road  Em e rge nc y Re p airs and  Nom e
Se a Storm  Pe rm ane nt Re p airs
• Pave  ap p roxim ate ly 20 m ile s of city stre e ts
• Pave  local stre e ts
• Pe rform  surfac e  re p airs at various locations along the
Nom e -T e lle r Highway
• Raise  grad e  and  re surfac e  Nom e -T e lle r Road  MP 4.5 to
20
• Raise  grad e , re c ond ition surfac e , and  slop e  flatte ning
along significant se ctions to re d uc e  snow d rifting ne ar
MP 8-10, 16, 18, 21-24, 26-27 29, 30-32.5, 36 and  38
• Raise  grad e , wid e n and  re p lac e  a culve rt on 0.5 m ile s
of Nom e  Byp ass Road  b e twe e n N Stre e t and  Front
Stre e t
• Re align and  re hab ilitate  ap p roxim ate ly 7 m ile s of the
Nom e  Counc il Highway; inc lud e s b rid ge  num b e r 0268
• Re align and  re hab ilitate  Se p p ala Drive  in Nom e  from
the  inte rse ction of Be ring Stre e t to the  inte rse ction of
Airp ort T e rm inal Road
• Re align Se p p ala Drive  and  Ce nte r Cre e k Road  to
ac c om m od ate  the  Snake  Rive r Brid ge  re location
• Re c ond ition and  re surfac e  Doyle  Road  inc lud ing
d rainage  im p rove m e nts and  re c onstruction of d rive ways

to m e e t curre nt stand ard s
• Re c onstruct Nom e -T aylor Road : MP 21 to 84
• Re c onstruct Pilgrim  Hot Sp rings Road
• Re hab ilitate  and  re p ave  Be ring and  Se p p ala Stre e ts,
inc lud ing re surfacing and  d rainage  im p rove m e nts, lighting
and  signage
• Re hab ilitate  b y raising the  grad e  and  re surfacing Nom e -
T e lle r Road : MP 20-40 (Bob  Blod ge tt Highway)
• Re hab ilitate  b y raising the  grad e , re c ond itioning and
re surfac ing Nom e -T e lle r Road : MP 40 to 72 (Bob  Blod ge tt
Highway)
• Re hab ilitate  Ce nte r Cre e k Road  in Nom e  from  Se p p ala
Drive  to Nom e -T e lle r Hwy, inc lud ing re alignm e nt of Ce nte r
Cre e k Road  and  FAA/Doyle  Road  inte rse ctions; re surfac ing,
d rainage  im p rove m e nts, re -shap e , p ave , install signage  and
road  m arke rs
• Re hab ilitate  or re p lac e  the  Sinuk Rive r Brid ge , MP 25 and
Snake  Rive r Brid ge , MP 7 on the  Nom e -T e lle r Highway
• Re hab ilitate , raise  and  p ave  the  e xisting 7700' b ike  p ath
and  e xte nd  the  p ath .25 m ile s to town
• Re p air and  re surfac e  the  road way b e twe e n MP 4 - 16;
slop e  flatte ning at MP 10 and  MP 12; m inor re alignm e nt at
MP 10 and  MP 12; grad e  raise  b e twe e n MP 15 and  MP 16
• Re p air road  surfac e , re c onstruct d am age d  turnout and
b e ac h ac c e ss ram p s, and  re p lac e  rip rap  p rote ction at ER
d am age  site s on Counc il Road  and  on Front Stre e t in Nom e
• Re p air, re surfac e  and  raise  the  grad e  b e twe e n MP 7
(Prosp e ct Cre e k) to MP 20 (Je nse n's Cam p )
• Re p ave  Be ring Stre e t from  Front Stre e t to the  inte rse ction
of Gre g Krusche k Ave /L ittle  Cre e k Road ; d rainage
im p rove m e nts, asp halt re p air, im p rove  curb  ram p s
• Re p lac e  Brid ge  No0881 Snake  Rive r
• Re p lac e  the  Kuzitrin Rive r b rid ge  at MP 67 and  the
Kougarak Rive r Brid ge  at MP 84
• Re surfac e  Front Stre e t from  Gre g Krusche k Ave nue  to
Be ring Stre e t; ap p roxim ate ly 1.1 m ile s
• Sm all road  im p rove m e nts to sub siste nc e  use  are as
• Wid e n and  re surfac e  the  e xisting Port Road , inc lud ing b ut
not lim ite d  to: d rainage  im p rove m e nts, safe ty im p rove m e nts
and  p e d e strian fac ilitie s
• Wid e n and  re surfac e  the  e xisting Port Road , inc lud ing:
d rainage  im p rove m e nts, safe ty im p rove m e nts and
p e d e strian facilitie s
Aviation System:
• Ac q uire  ne w ARFF Inc id e nt Re sp onse  V e hic le , FAA
air/ground  rad io and  an incid e nt c om m and  rad io
• Airp ort ap ron, d rainage  and  land  ac q uisition
• Airp ort Fe nc e  Installation and  ac c e ss/m ainte nanc e  road
• Airp ort op e rating se ttle m e nt re p air
• Construct ad d itional safe ty are as for runways 10/28 and
3/21; re m ove  Ob structions; ac q uire  L and ; re locate  the  Snake
Rive r

• Construct fac ilitie s to re p lac e  Nom e  City Fie ld ; a 2,000-
foot grave l airstrip  northwe st of Runway 3/21 with
stand ard  safe ty are as, lights, signs, m arkings, e tc.;
construct ne w GA ap ron with tie -d owns, le ase  lots and
c onne cting taxiway; construct taxiway c onne ction to the
e xisting crosswind  runway; construct ve hic le  ac c e ss road
and  p arking are a
• Construct GA fac ility, p ave  ap rons and  taxiways, storm
d rainage  im p rove m e nts
• Re hab ilitate  the  m ain runway, crosswind  runway, north
ap ron, runway safe ty are as, and  runway lighting
• Re p air se ttle d  are a within the  airp ort's op e rating are a
• Runway safe ty are a e xp ansion
• U p d ate  airp ort m aste r p lan
Marine System:
• Bre ak wate r and  p ort im p rove m e nts
• Construct a sm all b oat harb or for ap p roxim ate ly 80
ve sse ls and  ad jac e nt fishing ind ustrial sp ac e  to sup p ort
p roc e ssing p lants, fue l d oc k, b oat haul-out, re p air and
storage  for com m e rc ial, sub siste nc e  and  re cre ational use
• Fe nd e r syste m , utilitie s, re stroom s and  oil colle ction
fac ilitie s; install se curity fe nc ing around  the  harb or and
along the  cause way; b asin surve y
Other:
• Im p rove m e nts to road  d rainage  and  d ust control on
Nom e  City stre e ts
• Install snow fe nc e  to p rote ct e le m e ntary sc hool
p layground
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Memorandum 
 

To:  Nome Planning Commission (NPC) 

  Glenn Steckman, City Manager 

  

From:  Eileen R. Bechtol, City Planner   

 

Date:  January 5, 2020 NPC Worksession 

 

Subject: Comprehensive Plan Survey  

 

The following comprehensive plan survey has been revised from the November 10, 2020 NPC 
worksession and has been inputted into Survey Monkey for submittal to the NPC at a worksession 
on 01/05/21. 
 
We left off at the November 10, 2020 meeting at the “About You” Section on Question #34.  Please 
consider starting the review at Question #34.   
 
Also attached is a table with comments from commissioners; some of the comments have already 
been incorporated as marked on the table.   
 
Please review the survey and the commissioner comment table for discussion at the worksession.   
 
 
 
Attached: 
1.  Nome Comprehensive Plan Survey 
2. Planning Commissioner Comments Table  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eileen R. Bechtol, AICP  

P.O. Box 3426 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

 

 

Phone (907) 399-1624 

E-mail:  

erbechtol@gmail.com 
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Introduction
Please help us plan for the future you want to see in Nome. This survey will take
approximately 30 minutes.  
 
The Nome 2030 Comprehensive Plan will guide physical and economic
development in the City for the next ten years.  The State of Alaska requires that
this Plan address land use, physical conditions, the environment, open space,
natural resources, community services and facilities, transportation, and
economic development.  We are also asking for your input on subsistence, social
services, and recreation. Our goal is to create a Plan for development priorities
that reflects our shared community values, builds on our strengths, identifies our
challenges, and seeks creative and collaborative solutions.   
 
In addition to this survey there will also be other opportunities to provide input at
public meetings that follow federal Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines
later this year and early 2021.  If you would like to be more involved in developing
the Plan, there is a place at the end of the survey to provide your contact
information or you can let the City Clerk know of your interest.  Thank you! 
Quyanna!
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Land Use and Housing

Other Suggestion

1. Front Street has long been Nome’s “Main Street”. It is located in a flood zone
and requires special building codes to protect people and buildings. These
requirements can add additional expenses for property owners. Should Front
Street continue to be a focus of commercial development?

Yes

No

No opinion
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Other suggestions

2. What area(s) should be the focus of commercial development, such as offices,
stores for grocery, shopping and services, restaurants, bars and entertainment?    
               Please select your top three priorities.

Front Street 

Bering Street

Foster Building/Recreation Center area

Alaska Commercial area

Norton Sound Regional Hospital area

East End area

Harbor area

Airport area

High School area 

Icy View area

Other suggestions?

3. Nome’s Zoning Code identifies locations for commercial, industrial, residential,
resource development, and open space/recreation (see attached zoning map). Do
you agree with the locations?

Agree

Disagree

No Opinion
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A 50.0% Area Zoning Map

B 50.0% Downtown Zoning Map
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Suggested changes to the zoning map? 

4. Nome’s Zoning Code was adopted in 2008. Zoning and land use rules and
regulations are intended to protect public health, public safety and welfare,
natural resources, and promote orderly development (see attached zoning map).
Zoning and land use is:

Too strict

Adequate

Not strict enough

No opinion

Other suggestions? 

5. Nome has enough housing

Agree

Disagree

No opinion
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Other suggestions?

6. What additional housing types are needed in Nome? Please select your top
three priorities

Market rate housing

First-time home purchasing

opportunities

Build to own housing opportunities

Affordable housing

Subsidized apartment rentals

Subsidized house/duplex/triplex rentals

Market rate rentals

Efficiencies for very low-income

individuals

Sober housing for people who need

additional support to stay sober

Emergency shelters, identified and

stocked with emergency supplies -

overnight and day use 

Transitional housing for veterans and

other people who need a temporary

home

No additional housing types needed
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Other suggestions

7. If new residential areas are created, what are some possible locations

East end of town - N Street to Bypass Road 

Hospital area - North of Greg Kruschek Road (to the east)

Dog lot area - North of Greg Kruschek Road (to the west)

Icy View area
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Other suggestions

8. Are additional resources needed to maintain and renovate existing housing? In
Nome one-third of the houses are vacant or in severe disrepair and on the
abatement list to correct the conditions or demolish.  
Please select your top three choices of solutions that could address this problem.

Urban homesteading - for a small fee,

Nome would offer City-owned

abandoned properties to applicants in

exchange for a commitment to renovate

and reside in the property for three to

five years.

Spot blight elimination - Nome offer

market value for properties that have

history of land use violations.

Identify an historic district and seek

resources for historic preservation

Continue the Nome Vacant Property

Registration program to encourage

rehabilitation of vacant structures

Create a focus area on which to

concentrate abatement, clean-up and

repair and replacement housing to

measure impacts

Develop a program of pooling with other

governmental and native agencies and

nonprofits the purchase of building

supplies to lower purchase and

transportation costs
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Recreation 

Other suggestions

9. What existing recreational facilities are most important in Nome? Please select
your top three priorities:

Parks

Playgrounds

Recreation Center

Covered ice rink

Swimming pool

Bowling alley

Basketball court

Softball fields
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Other suggestions

10. What other types of recreational opportunities would you like to see in Nome? 
Please select your top three priorities

More parks

Better walking paths/sidewalks

Trails for biking, skiing, walking, hiking

Snowmachine trails/routes within the

City

Covered ice rink

Tennis court

Handicap accessible playground

Full-size outdoor basketball court

More pavilions and picnic tables

More pavilions and picnic tables

Public restrooms/outhouses that are

maintained

Sledding areas

Walking

Berry picking areas

Fishing

Dog parks

Campgrounds
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Environmental and Natural Resources 

11. Please identity any specific geographic areas, such as the ocean, beaches,
rivers, streams and ponds, wetlands, open  tundra and hills and mountains you
feel need protection from development

Other suggestions 

12. Nome’s energy (electricity/power) is currently generated primarily by diesel-
burning engines.  What other types of energy production would you like to see in
Nome in the future?  Please select three options.

Expand wind 

Solar

Wave driven energy

Nuclear 

Natural gas

None 
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13. What can Nome do within the City limits to maintain and enhance the ability of
residents to practice a subsistence way of life and provide continued access to
fish and wildlife?

14. What areas of the City do you use for access points to subsistence resources? 
Please provide any recommendations:
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Other suggestions

15. What, environmental issues in Nome concern you? Please select your top three
priorities

Road dust

Other air quality issues

Lack of good recycling opportunities for

household waste

Lack of good recycling opportunities for

electronic waste (e.g. household

appliances, computers, cell phones,

etc.)

Overall quality of drinking water

Fluoride in drinking water

Other water quality issues (e.g. water

quality in streams, rivers, ocean)

Noise

Hazardous materials disposal

Uplands gold mining dredging damage

No hazardous materials disposal sites or

plastic and electronic recycling sites

Lingering effects of historic gold mining

Indoor air quality in older housing and

office buildings

No concerns of environmental issues 

16. What actions should the City take to prepare for the impacts of climate
change?
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Economic Development

Other suggestions

17. What type of development and growth would you like to see in Nome. 
Please select your top three priorities:

More small businesses

More commercial businesses

Industrial and manufacturing businesses

Port development

Fisheries development

Value added fisheries production

More tourism opportunities

Parks and nature preserves

Government sector 

18. What type(s) or specific businesses or services would you like to see in Nome?
Please include large or small business or services.
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Any comment?

19. Should Nome use tax dollars to recruit new business and industry.

Agree

Disagree

No opinion 
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Infrastructure

20. If Nome uses tax dollars to recruit new business and industry, what should
those businesses be?

21. What infrastructure improvements would you like to see in Nome?
 Infrastructure uses could include road paving, extension of water/sewer, port and
harbor development, or extension of road to Fairbanks?  

1641

Item A.



Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Transportation

22. Please identify any re-occurring safety concerns with city roadways which
need to be addressed.

 Not Important Somewhat Important Very Important

Biking

Walking 

All Terrain
Vehicle

Cab

Private
Automobile

Other suggestions

23. How important is improving the quality of following various modes of
transportation within Nome?
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Community Facilities and Services

 Highly
dissatisfied Dissatisfied No opinion Satisfied Very Satisfied

Nome is a good
place to live and
raise a family

Nome’s
appearance is
inviting and
appealing

Indigenous
cultures and
histories are
valued

Nome is safe

Nome is
affordable

Nome is a
friendly
welcoming
community

Proximity to
nature and open
space is valued

Nome is a tight
knit community

24. To what extent do you agree with the following statements about the quality of
life?
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Nome’s public
schools provide
a quality
education

 Highly
dissatisfied Dissatisfied No opinion Satisfied Very Satisfied

Other (please specify)

 Highly
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied No Opinion Satisfied Very Satisfied

Police

Fire

Ambulance

Landfill/monofill

Road
maintenance of
city roads

Animal control

City planning
and zoning code
enforcement

Carrie M. McLain
Memorial
Museum

Kegoayah Kozga
Public Library

Recreation
Center

Port & Harbor

25. To what extent are you satisfied with the following City services?
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Cemetery 

City Hall
Services

Parks and
playground
maintenace  

Spring Clean Up

Trash removal

Nome Joint
Utilities Services

 Highly
Dissatisfied Dissatisfied No Opinion Satisfied Very Satisfied

Other (please specify)
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
Quality of Life 

26. What is Nome doing well?

 Not at all – this is
not a concern To a small extent No opinion

To a moderate
extent

To a great extent
– this is a large

concern

Vacant and
derelict
buildings

Potential for
employment
that pays a living
wage

Public Safety

Substance and
alcohol use

Cleaning up
litter around
town

Community-wide
beautification

Junk vehicles

Public schools

Community
health care 

27. To what extent do the following areas need to be addressed
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Elder services

Arts and Culture 

Preservation of
our historic
buildings

Preservation of
our cultural sites

Dog feces

Animal welfare

Homelessness

Dust control

 Not at all – this is
not a concern To a small extent No opinion

To a moderate
extent

To a great extent
– this is a large

concern

Other (please specify)

28. What does Nome need to do better? How can Nome improve and thrive?

29. In one sentence, describe your vision for the City of Nome in 2030.
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30. What issues need to be addressed that we didn’t ask about?

31. Would you be interested in being involved in a focus group to assist with the
Comprehensive Plan development? Please contact the City Clerk’s Office with your
name and contact information or add your name below.
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Nome Fall 2020 Comprehensive Plan Survey
About You
These questions are optional.  However, your response is important in the
planning process, as it helps us to know if outreach efforts represent the
population of the area.  

32. How long have you lived in Nome?

Less than one year

1 to 5 years

6 to 10 years

11 to 15 years

16 to 20 years 

More than 20 years

Prefer not to answer 

33. How long do you plan to live in Nome?

Less than one year

1 to 5 years

6 to 10 years

11 to 20 years 

More than 20 years

Prefer not to answer
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34. What is your  connection to Nome (select all that apply to you)

Resident - full time

Resident - part time

Non-resident

Business owner

Employed in Nome

Property owner 

Other (please specify)

35. With what gender do you identify? 

Male

Female

Other/prefer not to answer

36. What is your age?

Under 18

19 to 29

30 to 44

45 to 64

Over 65 
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37. What is your race?

American Indian or Alaska Native

White or Caucasian

Hispanic or Latino

Black or African American

Asian or Asian American

Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

Other (please specify)

38. If you are 25 years old or older, what is your level of education?

Less than High School

High School/GED graduate

Some college

Associates Degree

Bachelor Degree

Masters or higher 

39. Which best describes your living situation

I own the place I live

I rent the place I live 

I live with family or friends

I am homeless

Other (please specify)

40. In what area of Nome do you live

Inside of City limits

Outside of City limits

Not sure 
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41. What is your current employment status? Check all that apply.

Employed - full time

Employed - part time

Employed - seasonal 

Self-employed

Unemployed

Stay at home caretaker

Student

Retired

Other (please specify)

42. What is your primary mode of transportation around town? 

I drive

i walk

i take a cab

I drive my off road vehicle

I take the bus

I ride my bike

A family member/friend drive me 

Other (please specify)
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01/05/2021 PC Worksession Comp Plan Survey   ----- 1 

2021 Comprehensive Plan Survey – Nome Planning Commissioner Comments 

 
 
 
Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

 John Oden Comments  

 
4 Need to have the description of each land classification in the zoning map.  

 
6 Need a no additional housing types needed option. Added 

 
7 Should show zoning map so people can see what is already zoned for GU, Res, etc.  

 
8 Should read are additional resources needed to …… Revised 

 
General 

 
Need to discuss somewhere, where the money is going to come from to pay for options that will 
cost the city money.  

 
11 I thought we were going to incorporate this question into #12.    

 
13 

This question is not in the purview of the Planning Commission and should be left to the people 
who deal with energy.  

 
22-23 Repeats of question 21 Deleted 

 
25 

 
I think this question should be broken down into a., b., c., etc for walking, biking, driving buses, 
etc. and give the option to grade each very important, not so..etc. Revised 

   

 Sue Steiner Comments  

 
General 

Generic question – How much can people write in the space for other suggestions? What about 
in print copies?  

Comment boxes 
enlarged.  

 
General Item A – Page 3  

 
 

General Move goals of plan up.   
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01/05/2021 PC Worksession Comp Plan Survey   ----- 2 

 
 
 
Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

 
 

General New paragraph about Subsistence, etc…  

 
? Page 4  

 
1 Okay  

 
New  

New Question(s) 
What other visions might we have for Front Street?  
Season shops or booths? 
Historic interpretation and restoration? 
False fronts?  

 
2 Okay as is  

 
3 

 
Minor edit: Drop and before resource development, add before open space. 

 
Revised 

4 

Map is not legible:  
Make map larger by moving index to bottom 
Remove box around map 
Add color 
Online need to be able to enlarge and hold resolution 
In print needs to 8.5 x 17 

 

5 Okay  

General 

 
NOTE: These are really two issues. Housing needs and Homelessness needs. We need a 
separate section on the homelessness problem. 
E.g. Home ownership for professionals vs shelters for homeless are too different to be under 
same heading. 
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01/05/2021 PC Worksession Comp Plan Survey   ----- 3 

 
 
 
Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

6 

What additional housing types are most needed in Nome 
Higher-end market-rate homes - not housing, as housing includes rentals 
Lower cost market-rate homes (for first time or lower income buyers)  
Build-to-own home opportunities 
Higher-end market-rate rentals 
Subsidized house rentals (like Bering Vue homes)  

 

General 
Housing 
Notes 

Continued 

Subsidized apartment rentals (like BSRHA) 
Subsidized elder/handicapped housing (like Munaqsri)  
Low cost efficiency (single room) apartment rentals 
Affordable housing as an option is way too vague! 
Subsidized house/duplex/triplex rentals is too specific and narrow 
Subsidized home construction, similar to the new King Island homes, is under the purview of 
BSRHA for certain tribes, and funding is severely limited, and shared throughout the villages. 
Develop a program of pooling or collaboration between the City, government agencies, Native 
entities, and non-profits to undertake lowered shipping costs of building and home improvement 
supplies.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

If new residential areas are created, what are some possible areas?  
East end of town: N street east to Greg Kruschek  
Be consistent with using By-Pass or Greg Kruschek! 
There isn’t much east of the hospital on the north side of Greg Kruschek, and land east of Greg 
Kruschek is just not reasonable. I would drop this option. 
North of Greg Kruschek, between snow dump and hospital 
Dog lot area, north of cemetery, east of Center Creek Road 
Icy View area 
New subdivision north of Police Station 
(add) Large vacant lots in town  

 

New 
Question 

New Question 
Homelessness is an increasing problem in Nome, as it is across the country. Here are some 
suggested housing strategies. Choose three, and feel free to offer other suggestions. 
Subsidized efficiency (single room) apartment rentals, with behavior requirements 
Sober housing for people exiting drug & alcohol treatment, requiring sobriety 
Housing First – 24/7 monitored housing, with in-house access to social services. Sobriety is not a 
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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

pre-requisite. 
Transitional housing (2-year limit) for people exiting jail, trying to leave the women’s or NEST 
Shelter, or just needing temporary housing. (If people cannot find affordable housing after two 
years, they lose this housing.) 
Permanent supportive housing – same as transitional but no time limit. (The funding trend is 
much more for permanent than transitional housing.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
Day Shelter – seasonal or year-round, as funding allows 
Night shelter – seasonal or year-round, as funding allows 
Build restroom facilities to people who are homeless. 

 

8 

 
Lots of concern about this section 
NOTE: This sounds like two separate issues. All active homeowners would benefit from the 
purchase of lower cost materials to keep the homes they live in, in functional shape. This is 
different than what to do with the vacant or uninhabitable properties in Nome. I would separate 
these into two questions. 

 

 

 
In Nome, one-third of the house are vacant or in severe disrepair, and are on the abatement list 
to be correct by owner or demolished by the owner. Please select up to three choices for 
addressing this problem.  

 

 

 
Urban homesteading correction. The City of Nome offers abandoned properties to applicants in 
exchange for a commitment to either renovate or demolish and rebuild, within three years.  

 

 
 
Spot blight – I don’t understand this? 

 

 
 
Identify historic buildings and seek resources for preservation 

 

 
 
I don’t understand how the registration program does anything to encourage rehabilitation. 

 

 

 
 
Create a focus are? 

 

56

Item A.
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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

 

 
Develop a program of pooling…This should be made available to everyone as a way of 
addressing the high cost of home ownership in Nome!!! 

 

 

 
The City of Nome identifies owners of properties that need to be renovated or demolished within 
a set time limit. If not met, or renegotiated, the City condemns the property and assumes 
ownership. The city can then dispose of the property through other means, or demolish it.  

 

 
9 

 
Okay 

 

 
10 

 
NOTE: With so many options, allow people to select up to five. 
Need better clarification between ‘Better walking paths/sidewalk’ and ‘Walking.’ 
Pavilions is repeated 
Public restrooms are way more than a recreational need! 
What about motorized ATV or dirt bike trails? 

 

 
11 

 
NOTE: This is way too vague! This should specify within or adjacent to City limits that you feel 
need to be left in their natural state. There are no mountains or rivers in the city of Nome. 
Or focus on locations of natural environments. (Or list these as options with Question 12) 
Marshlands between AC and port 
Inner beach 
East beach 
West beach 
Dry Creek 
Greenbelt surrounding cemetery 
Open lands east of Dry Creek 
Open lands west of the Teller Road from AC to Icy View 
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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

 
12 

 
Inner beach 
East beach 
West beach 
Dry Creek 
Greenbelt surrounding cemetery 
Open lands east of Dry Creek 
Open lands west of the Teller Road from AC to Icy View 

 

14, 15 

 
Question 14 & 15 – Make plenty of space for these comments! This needs to be seen as 
important as the other questions. 

 

 
16 

 
NOTE: With so many, I think we should allow five choices 

 

 
17 

 
What actions, if any, should the City to take to prepare for the predicted climate changes?  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Ken Hughes survey comments  

 

 
1 

 
 
This question wording unfairly prejudices the citizen negatively towards Front Street 
development. Without also providing the positive benefits of the location it is unfair to present the 
challenges. Please delete the second and third sentences.  

 

2 

 
 
Why have question 1 if we have this question? Or else enumerate the challenges of each location 
as you do for Front Street. 

 

3 

 
 
The black and white map is illegible. The box question should be “Suggested changes to the 
zoning map?” instead of “Other suggestions?” 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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

 
4 

 
Question 3 deals with the locations of zones. This question is supposed to be about the zoning 
matrix, which is not provided here or in an appendix. Eliminate if your not bold enough to include 
the matrix because it really looks like a copy of question 3. What does a blank box in the zoning 
matrix mean? Permitted or not permitted? 

 

5 

 
How is the thought that Nome has enough housing if the fixer uppers were all fixed up and used 
for housing people instead of things represented? Maybe Nome has too many people, why do no 
questions ask about what the ideal population of Nome should look like? Maybe most of the 
residents want a small town of about 3,000 and most out of starters should just leave? Where is 
that possibility discussed?  

 

 
6 

 
This question presupposes that the answer to 5 is Disagree. Why is there no option for housing 
programs that assist fixing upping?  

 

7 

 
 
The two choices including Greg Kruschek Road do not share a common border unless it is meant 
to be the Nome-Teller Highway? East and West of the Hospital is the first thought until you get to 
the dog lot and that's way the heck West! This needs to be defined better.  

 

8 

 
There are almost no houses on the “abatement list” according to the last meeting. Most of the 
items here are not resources but programs. How does the NVPR program actually encourage 
rehabilitation when it's not enforced? Second box is unclear. Why would we not pursue all of 
these options?   

 
9 

 
Covered ice rink is not an existing recreational facility! It's simply an ice rink. 

 

10 

 
 
 
The Covered ice rink would also serve, as a multi indoor sport/meeting facility if done properly, 
this simple designation does not do it justice. There is no real hope for more trails to be 
developed until the current plague of musk ox is handled. Please add musk ox hunting to this list. 
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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

11 

 
Why is there no urban environment included in this list? It certainly is one of the choices as man 
IS part of nature.  

 

12 

 
Are there really any areas within city limits that couldn't be improved? As Californians lack of 
forestry would attest, no action IS action!  

 

13 

 
There sure isn't much context for this question. Can it be phrased in a way that shows what these 
choices would mean in terms of cost?  

 

14 

 
While I can think of several answers it appears to be a decent question. Right up there with why 
fill permits for lots in open space zones are being handed out prior to a variance request being 
approved.  

 

15 

 
No comment other than I hope the text box in survey monkey expands nicely to accommodate 
lengthy answers.  

 

16 

 
Why the comma? Why is gold mining singled out again in this question? There is just as much 
junk from other industries laying around, aviation and gravel come to mind right away, to say 
nothing of the old buildings coming apart from residents. One of the lingering effects of historic 
gold mining is...THAWED GROUND FOR BUILDING UPON!! Why isn't off shore gold dredging 
covered by “other water quality” or “noise?” Why is uplands gold mining dredging (not currently 
happening as dredging, not sure what the intent of coverage is here)   
 
DAMAGE? When the ground is turned over it increases habitat diversity allowing fish and game 
to flourish or makes thawed ground for great human habitation elsewhere insinuated as being in 
short supply. This value judgment skews the question negatively towards mining, one of Nome’s 
primary private industries upon which the city relies to fund itself. THANKS!! 

 

17 

 
Best answer here is......promote classes in swimwear sewing instead of Kuspuk making? Will 
there be any answer or group of answers that is going to make a single bit of difference in the 
cities preparation?  
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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

18 

 
Is there going to be a question about if Nome’s population should grow, shrink, or stay the same 
size? Why is it always assumed that Nome will grow?  

 

19 
 
Third word should be “of” instead of “or.”    

 

20 
 
No comment 

 

 
21 

 
Why.....is this topic now infrastructure? 

 

 
22 

  
Why is the same as question 21?  

 

 
23 

  
Why is the same as question 21?  

 

 
 

26 

5
th 

one down should be either road maintenance or maintenance of city buildings with one or  
the other not chosen for #5 added to the list. Where would one comment about the services of 
permits, building inspection services, taxing, and utility billing/provision of service (power/water)?  

 

27 
 
How about a question that asks about the ability to get/find a suitable job that pays a living wage?  

 

 
28 

 
How about adding Overpopulation by humans to the list?  

 

33 
 
Why mention zoom here? It may or may not be by zoom, let's keep the options open.  

 

34 
 
This survey is on the interwebs...how about start with Do you Live in Nome?  

 

36 
 
Perhaps another good category might be visitor?  

 

38 
 
Better have prefer not to answer, although if left blank would be the same...  

 

 
 

41 

 
 
Might want to add to the question “while in Nome.” 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Question # 

 
 

 
Planning Commissioner Comments 

PC Action 
Add  
Revise  
No Action 

42 

 
So when is outside of city limits in Nome? When you don't live here but get your mail here?  
Connected to the power grid?  

 

 
43 

 
Same comment as 38.   

 

44 
 
Drive needs an s in “A family member/friend drive(s) me.”  

 

General 

 
The infrastructure section has no questions about what comes after the port, what about support 
for a railway to port clarence, to fairbanks, road development to link us to the rest of the world? Or 
even what the next big project in town should be, road to icy view from the hospital, utility service 
in East end?  

 

General 

 
General lack of questions about the cities financing formulas. For instance, should the city quit 
charging sales tax for power, raise the rate by 6% and collect a little more from the utilities for the  
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TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Glenn Steckman 

RE: City Manager’s report 

January 25, 2021 

 

CARES Funding: The finance staff has now processed 2173 checks for Phase 5. The final batch of checks 
are being mailed this week. About 20 applications are left to be processed. The 20 applications were 
incomplete by either omission of SS# or lacking signatures. Phase 6: all business and employee checks 
have been mailed. Phase 4: Most businesses have been sent their checks.  
 
Union Negotiations: City staff is meeting with union employees to negotiate a new three year 
agreement. 
 
City Hall Ventilation: the heating and ventilation system is over 42 years old. The control system was 
replaced in 1990. I am requesting that we proceed with design. Estimated at $39,000 based on a 2015 
report. 
 
Public Safety Advisory Commission: The Commission is scheduled to meet on Monday, February 1, at 
6pm in council chambers. The new use of force policy will be on the agenda. 
 
NEST: NEST will be vacating the Mini early next week. Many of the non-housed in our community have 
now been vaccinated. I am meeting with the Day Shelter to discuss their plans. 
 
Iron Dog: The race is scheduled to proceed, but with changes due to COVID-19. All racers will be tested 
daily along the trail. There will be no dinner in Nome. The racers only will be allowed in the City of Nome 
garage. The number of racers is about 72. Iron Dog is expected to have six support personnel while in 
Nome.  
 
NPD: the number active cases of sexual abuse has been reduced to 22 for current cases and the 461 old 
sexual abuse cases. Five rape kits have been processed to the Bode testing lab for quicker results. 
 
Pool: The pool levels have been restored. PH levels are now being adjusted. Training and guard 
preparation soon will start. The goal is to have the pool re-open by early February. 
 
Gym: The gym is open, the weight room is open and bowling has returned. The sauna will continue to be 
closed until its deemed safe to open. 
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