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OATH OF OFFICE 

 
 
 

United States of America  ) 
State of Alaska   )  ss. 
Second Judicial District  ) 
 
 

“I, Zoe Okleasik, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of 
the United States, the laws of the State of Alaska, and the Ordinances of the 
Municipality of Nome, and that I will, to the best of my ability, honestly and faithfully 
discharge the duties of my office of City of Nome Youth Representative without 
fear, favor or partiality and therein to do every justice to all persons and to the City, 
so help me GOD.” 
 

SIGNED AND SWORN this 26th day of October, 2020. 
 
 

      _____________________________ 
       Zoe Okleasik 

Youth Representative 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Bryant Hammond 
City Clerk 
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Nome City Council 
Jerald Brown 

Doug Johnson 
Mark Johnson 

Adam Martinson 
Jennifer Reader 

Meghan Sigvanna Topkok 
                                               

                       

NOME COMMON COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 at 7:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS IN CITY HALL 

102 Division St. ▪ P.O. Box 281 ● Nome, Alaska 99762 ●  Phone (907) 443-6663 ●  Fax (907) 443-5345 
 

 

The regular meeting of the Nome City Council was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor 
Handeland in Council Chambers located at 102 Division St in Nome Alaska. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  Jerald Brown; Mark Johnson; Adam Martinson; Jennifer Reader; Meghan 

Topkok (telephonic);  
 
Members Absent: Doug Johnson (excused); Molly Kenick (excused) 
 
Also Present: John K. Handeland, Mayor; Glenn Steckman, City Manager; Bryant 

Hammond, City Clerk; Ken Morton, Assistant Utility Manager;  
 
In the audience: Emily Hofstaedter (KNOM); RB Smith (Nome Nugget); Ken Hughes; Sue 

Greenly; Rhonda Schneider; Cathy DeAngelis; Joe Horton; Anna 
Ashenfelter; Jennifer Dean-Johnson 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Handeland asked if there were any changes to the agenda.  

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to approve the agenda.  
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader; Topkok; Brown 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. June 8, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 

B. September 14, 2020 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes.  

 

Mayor 
John K. Handeland 

Manager 
Glenn Steckman 

Clerk 
Bryant Hammond 
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A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to approve the June 8th and September 14th 2020 
minutes.  

 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Martinson; Reader; Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson 
Nay: 
Abstain: 

The motion CARRIED.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

C. Letter of September 15, 2020 from Nome Community Center to City of Nome re: Basketball 
Court - West Side of Town. 

D. Memorandum of September 19, 2020 from Investigator Murry to Chief Heintzleman re: 
Commendation Recommendation. 

 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

1) Anna Ashenfelter informed those present of a march on Saturday for Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women.  

2) Sue Greenly informed the Council a mentally ill individual who entered her residence 
uninvited and unannounced. She requested definitive and public action to address the 
growing tide of criminality.  

3) Scot Henderson requested the City consider establishing an economic development office in 
the City with CARES Act funding.  

 4) Ken Hughes spoke against R-20-09-06 reading a prepared statement.  

5) Judy Martinson spoke in favor of economic development, but suggested making it through 
the winter was a priority.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

E. O-20-08-01 An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Surplus Real Property Owned by the City 
of Nome by Public Sealed Bid. 

For the purpose of holding a public hearing, the Council 
recessed at 7:29 PM.  

The Council reconvened at 7:29 PM.  

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. to adopt 
O-20-08-01.  

 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Reader; Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
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The motion CARRIED.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. O-20-09-01 An Ordinance Authorizing the Purchase of Real Property by the City of Nome 
(City) from Elsa Bronson for the Fixed Price of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000). 

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to advance O-20-09-01. 

 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED.  
 

B. R-20-09-06 A Resolution in Support of Black Lives Matter. 
 
A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. Brown to 
adopt R-20-09-06.  
 
A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. Topkok 
to amend R-20-09-06 by adding “to injustices such as” between 
to and the in the second line of the first recital. 
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Brown; Martinson; Reader; Topkok 
Nay: M. Johnson 
Abstain: 
 
The motion to amend CARRIED.  

 
Returning to the main motion 
 

A motion was made C. Brown and seconded by C. Reader to 
amend R-20-09-06 by changing “City” to “citizens” in the 
fourth recital.  
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader; Topkok; Brown 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion to amend CARRIED.  

 
Returning to the main motion:  
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A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. Brown to 
amend R-20-09-06 by changing “effectively articulated” to 
“highlighted” in the second recital.  
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Martinson; Reader; Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson  
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion to amend CARRIED.  
 
 
At the roll call call: 
Aye: Reader; Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion, as amended, CARRIED.  
 

H. R-20-09-07 A Resolution Appointing Election Judges and Clerks for the 2020 Municipal 
Election and Setting Their Compensation. 
 

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to adopt R-20-09-07. 
 
A motion was made by C. Brown and seconded by C. Reader to 
amend R-20-09-07 by excising all mention to the State of 
Alaska and raising judges pay to $16 per hour and clerks to $15 
per hour. 
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion to amend CARRIED.  

 
Returning to the main motion 
 

At the roll call 
Aye: Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader; Topkok 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion, as amended, CARRIED.  

 
I. R-20-09-08 A Resolution Expressing the City of Nome's Support for the Nome Public 

Schools' 18-Unit Apartment Project for Professional Housing. 
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A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to adopt R-20-09-08.  
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader; Topkok; Brown 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED.  

 
J. R-20-09-09 A Resolution of the City of Nome Allocating $200,000 of CARES Act Funding to 

the Nome Volunteer Fire Department and Nome Volunteer Ambulance Department. 
 

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to adopt R-20-09-09. 
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Martinson; Reader; Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED.  

 
K. R-20-09-10 A Resolution of the City of Nome Authorizing the City Manager to Develop and 

Implement an Additional Round of CARES Act Funding for Businesses, Carvers, and 
Residents Connected to the Nome Joint Utility System Grid.  
 

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to adopt R-20-09-10. 
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Reader; Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED.  
 

UTILITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

L. Activity Report September 15 - 25, 2020. 

Assistant Manager Morton gave his report, discussing Thornbush subdivision, a power 
failure, and sanitary sewer testing.  

 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

M. Activity Report September 15 - 25, 2020. 
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Manager Steckman presented his report, discussing "u call we haul," the previous weeks 
meetings, the plan for snow removal over winter, and issues involving the placing and 
permitting of fill.  
 

N. August 20, 2020 Port Commission Regular Meeting Minutes. 

 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS 

1) Ken Hughes spoke in appreciation of the discussion on R-20-09-06.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBER'S COMMENTS 

1) Council Member Brown – no comments.  

2) Council Member Mark Johnson appreciated the discussion on the Black Lives Matter 
resolution and thanked staff for their hard work.  

3) Council Member Martinson – no comments.  

4) Council Member Reader appreciated Officers Martino and Murray’s dedication and noted she 
was excited for the Nome Public Schools apartment complex project.  

5) Council Member Topkok echoed the words of appreciation for Nome Police Department and 
expressed condolences to the family of Florence Okpealuk. She suggested greater discussion 
between NPD and the Public Safety Advisory Commission and cited a Vice News article 
discussing the use of social workers in low-risk police calls in Eugene, OR. 

MAYOR'S COMMENTS AND REPORT 

O. Activity Report September 15 - 25, 2020. 

Mayor Handeland delivered his report, highlighting work on Thornbush between NJUS and 
the Port Commission, the previous weeks Public Safety Advisory Commission meeting and 
a recent Covid-19 spike in the region. Mayor Handeland asked that letters of interest for the 
Public Safety Advisory Commission be turned in prior to the October 12th Regular meeting.  

 

P. Reappointment of Charlie Lean to Seat B of the Nome Port Commission.  

Q. Reappointment of Jim West, Jr. to Seat C of the Nome Port Commission. 

 
A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to confirm Mayor Handeland’s appointments. 
 
At the roll call: 
Aye: Topkok; Brown; M. Johnson; Martinson; Reader 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion CARRIED.  
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R. Appointment of Public Safety Advisory Commission Seat G. 

Mayor Handeland explained his appointment would be forthcoming at a future meeting.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

N/A 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Martinson to adjourn.  

 

Hearing no objections, the Nome Common Council adjourned 
at 8:39 PM.  

 
APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of October, 2020 

 
 

      _________________________ 
      John K. Handeland 

Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
BRYANT HAMMOND 
City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
NOME CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING 
OCTOBER 8, 2020 

 
The special meeting of the Nome City Council was called to order at 12:01 PM by Mayor 
Handeland in Council Chambers located at 102 Division St in Nome Alaska. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Jerald Brown; Doug Johnson (telephonic); Mark Johnson; Jennifer 

Reader; Meghan Topkok (telephonic) 
 
Members Absent: Adam Martinson (excused); Molly Kenick (excused) 
 
Also Present: John Handeland, Mayor; Glenn Steckman, City Manager; Bryant 

Hammond, City Clerk 
 
In the audience:  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mayor Handeland asked if there were changes to the agenda.  
 

A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
M. Johnson to approve the agenda.  

 
   At the roll call: 

Aye: D. Johnson; M. Johnson; Reader; Topkok; Brown 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
 
The motion, CARRIED.  

 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 
 
None given  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. R-20-10-01 A Resolution Canvassing the Results of the October 6, 2020 Municipal Election. 

 
A motion was made by C. Reader and seconded by C. 
Brown to adopt R-20-10-01.  
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Discussion: 
- Clerk Hammond gave a brief summary of the 2020 municipal election.  
 
      At the roll call: 
      Aye: M. Johnson; Reader; Topkok; Brown; D. Johnson 
      Nay: 
      Abstain: 
 
      The motion CARRIED.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Without objection, the Nome Common Council 
adjourned at 12:05 PM 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of October, 2020. 
 
 

      ______________________________ 
      JOHN K. HANDELAND    

Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
BRYANT HAMMOND  
City Clerk 
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Presented by: 

City Manager 

Action Taken: 

Yes____ 

No____ 

Abstain____ 

CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

ORDINANCE NO. O-20-10-01 

 
 

AN EXTENSION OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY AUTHORIZING THE NOME COMMON 
COUNCIL TO DIRECT THE CITY MANAGER TAKE NECESSARY ACTIONS TO REDUCE 
THE IMPACT AND SPREAD OF COVID-19 THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF NOME 
 
 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020 the Nome Common Council adopted Emergency 
Ordinance O-20-07, authorizing the City Manager to take necessary actions to reduce the 
impact and spread of Covid-19 in the City of Nome; and,  

 
WHEREAS, on May 15, 2020 the Nome Common Council adopted Emergency 

Ordinance O-20-05-03, extending the previous authorization of the City Manager to take 
necessary actions to reduce the impact and spread of Covid-19 in the City of Nome; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 13, 2020 the Nome Common Council adopted Emergency 

Ordinance O-21-07-01, extending the previous authorization of the City Manager to take 
necessary actions to reduce the impact and spread of Covid-19 in the City of Nome; and 

 
WHEREAS, on July 29, 2020 the Nome Common Council adopted Ordinance No. O-

21-07-02 extending the previous authorization of the City Manager to take necessary 
actions to reduce the impact and spread of Covid-19 in the City of Nome; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome Emergency Operations Plan (“EOP”), approved by 

Resolution No. R-11-09-05, recognizes that for emergency management organization in 
disaster emergencies may require the City to operate in a manner different from normal, 
day-to-day routines; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the EOP provides guidance for preparedness, protection, response and 

recovery from emergencies that occur in or near the community of Nome, said Plan has 
been activated, and the City Manager is designated as Incident Commander (“IC”) to 
operate under a Unified Command (“UC”) structure; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the IC is currently convening the UC on a regular basis, allowing for 

coordination of resources and responses, and the collective input of existing local 
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government, agencies and resources and selected volunteer and private resources within 
the City to develop and implement the City’s response and management of this disaster; 

 
WHEREAS, the Nome Common Council finds to provide for timely response to 

situational development, it is prudent and in the best interest of the citizens of Nome to 
extend the authorization of emergency authority it granted to the City Manager through 
O-21-07-02  through June 30, 2021.  

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Nome Common Council as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Classification. This is a non-Code temporary ordinance. 
 
SECTION 2. Legislative Findings and Declaration of Emergency. The council 
adopts by reference the Whereas clauses contained in Emergency Ordinances O-20-07 ,  O-
20-05-03, and  O-21-07-01 and Ordinance O-21-07-02 and declares that the coronavirus 
threat and impact are and remain a public health emergency. 
 
SECTION 3. Authorization of Emergency Authority. 

1. In addition to any other powers conferred on the Nome Common Council by 
law, in order to prepare and position city resources in order to reduce the impact and 
spread of the coronavirus, the Nome Common Council acting through the City Manager 
and subject to subsequent Council ratification as set forth in Section 3 below is authorized 
to: 

(a)   Suspend the provisions of any regulatory ordinance prescribing procedures 
for the conduct of City business, or the orders or regulations of any City department, 
if compliance with the provisions of the statute, order, or regulation would prevent, 
substantially impede, or delay action necessary to cope with the emergency; 

      (b)   Use all the resources of City government as reasonably necessary to cope 
with the emergency; 

      (c)   Transfer personnel or alter the functions of City departments for the purpose 
of performing or facilitating the performance of emergency management; 

      (d)   Control ingress to and egress from an affected area, the movement of 
persons within the area, and the occupancy of premises in it;  

      (e)   Suspend or limit the sale, dispensing, or transportation of alcoholic 
beverages. 

2. At all times when orders made and promulgated pursuant to this declaration 
of emergency shall be in effect, they shall supersede all existing ordinances, orders, rules, 
and regulations insofar as the latter may be inconsistent therewith. 

3. The City Manager shall report to the City Council at the next meeting, 
whether it be regularly scheduled or a special session, on actions taken, under authority 
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conferred in section 1 above, that were found necessary and prudent to address this 
emergency, including those which were promulgated by Emergency Order or Mandate. The 
City Council may by motion ratify or vacate any or all actions or provide direction to the 
City Manager for rescinding or amendment.  

4. Should the City Manager become unable to fulfill these duties, the order of 
succession for acting as City Manager shall be the Nome Joint Utility Manager, and then 
City Clerk. 

5. Enforcement: Violation of any order made and promulgated by the city 
manager pursuant to this declaration of emergency shall be a minor offense subject to a 
penalty of five hundred dollars per offense plus the state surcharge required by AS 12.55.039 
and 29.25.074.  

 

SECTION4. Effective Date. This ordinance is effective upon adoption and expires on 
midnight June 30, 2021 unless otherwise rescinded or extended by the Nome Common 
Council.   

 
APPROVED and SIGNED the 11th day of November, 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 

      ___________________________________ 
      John Handeland 
      Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
Bryant Hammond  
City Clerk 
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Presented By: 
City Manager 

 
Action Taken: 

Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 

 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. R-20-10-03 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING ACCEPTANCE OF THE 2020 STATE HOMELAND SECURITY 
PROGRAM GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $46,176 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome endeavors to protect the life and property of residents of and 

visitors to Nome; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the State of Alaska Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs received 

funding from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security program and solicited applications for the 
FY 2020 Alaska Homeland Security and Emergency Management State Homeland Security Program 
Grant; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome partnered with Kawerak, Inc., the non-profit consortium serving 

the tribes of the Bering Strait Region, in seeking funds to address current equipment needs with 
respect to emergency preparedness in Nome and the Bering Strait Region; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs awarded the City of Nome 
and Kawerak, Inc. a partial award of $46,176; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council hereby accepts the 
grant from the Alaska Department of Military and Veterans’ Affairs in the amount of $46, 176 and 
authorizes the City Manager to enter into a grant agreement for the funds.  
 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of October, 2020 
 

     
      

______________________________ 
JOHN K. HANDELAND 

Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
BRYANT HAMMOND 
City Clerk 
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Presented By: 
City Manager 

 
Action Taken: 

Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 

 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. R-20-10-04 

 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A HIRING BONUS OF $10,000 TO CERTIFIED POLICE 
OFFICERS ABLE TO COMMIT AT LEAST TWO YEARS TO THE NOME POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome maintains and staffs a Police Department (NPD) in the City of 

Nome; and,  
 
WHEREAS, City administration and the Nome Common Council desire a well-trained, 

competent, and stable workforce staffing NPD; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome has experienced difficulty in maintaining such in the past, 

resulting in expensive training going un-utilized after officers resign; and, 
 

WHEREAS, City administration proposes a hiring bonus of $10,000 for certified Police Officer 
I and Police Officer II applicants upon two-year commitment of employment at NPD. In the event of 
the employee terminating employment prior to the completion of the agreement, the officer will repay 
the hiring bonus in a pro-rated manner; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the agreement shall be in writing and shall remain the officer’s personnel file for 

the duration of their employment; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council hereby authorizes 
the City Manager to enter into agreements with certified Police Officer I and II applicants for a $10,000 
hiring bonus upon commitment to NPD for a period of not less than two years.  
 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of October, 2020 
 

     
      

______________________________ 
JOHN K. HANDELAND 

Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
BRYANT HAMMOND 
City Clerk 
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Presented By: 
City Manager 

 
Action Taken: 

Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 

 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 

 
RESOLUTION NO. R-20-10-05 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NOME AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DEVELOP 
AND IMPLEMENT PHASE IV OF CARES ACT FUNDING FOR BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY 

COVID-19 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome declared a state of emergency on March 17, 2020 due to the Covid-19 

pandemic; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Nome Common Council has repeatedly affirmed this state of emergency and 

extended emergency powers to the City Manager until December 31, 2020; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has presented the community of Nome with operating 
challenges; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome has released three rounds of funding for Covid-19 relief to businesses, 

carvers, and residents in Nome; and,   
 
WHEREAS, the City of Nome wishes to release a fourth round of relief to businesses consisting of 

a grant of $2,500 to businesses that have altered their business physically to provide protection from 
COVID-19 to employees and customers and a $1,500 utility credit to businesses who utility bill exceeds 
$1,500 per month;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nome Common Council authorizes the City 
Manager to develop and implement an additional round of CARES Act funding for businesses impacted by 
COVID-19.    

 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED this 26th day of October, 2020 
 

     
      

______________________________ 
JOHN K. HANDELAND 

Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
BRYANT HAMMOND 
City Clerk 
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