
 

Posted: __________ 

Remove: 

 

 
Town of New Castle 
450 W. Main Street 

PO Box 90 

New Castle, CO  81647 

 

 
Administration Department 
Phone: (970) 984-2311 

Fax:   (970) 984-2716 

www.newcastlecolorado.org 
 
 

Agenda 

New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020, 7:00 PM 

Starting times on the agenda are approximate and intended as a guide for Council.  

The starting times are subject to change by Council, as is the order of items on the agenda.  

 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting will be held as a virtual  

meeting only. The public is invited to attend.  

 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet click HERE 
 

If you prefer to telephone in: 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 

 

Follow the prompts as directed. Be sure to set your  

phone to mute until called on. 

 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Meeting Notice 

Conflicts of Interest 

Agenda Changes 

 

Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 

       -Comments are limited to three minutes- 

  

Consultant Reports 

Consultant Attorney 
Consultant Engineer 

Items for Consideration 

 

A. Discussion and Direction Regarding COVID-19 Restrictions (7:05 p.m.) 

B. Consider Health & Welfare Grants to Outside Agencies (7:25 p.m.) 

http://www.newcastlecolorado.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400


C. Consider Ordinance TC 2020-8 - An Ordinance of the Town of New Castle, 
Colorado summarizing additional expenditures for the Utility Fund, 

Conservation Trust Fund and Cemetery Fund, and adopting a supplemental 
budget for the Town of New Castle, Colorado, for the calendar year 

beginning on the first day of January, 2020 and ending on the last day of 
December, 2020 (2nd reading) (7:45 p.m.) 

 

Consent Agenda (7:55 p.m.) 
Items on the consent agenda are routine and non-controversial and will be approved by one 

motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen 

requests it, in which case the item will be removed from the consent agenda. 

October 6, 2020 minutes 

October 20, 2020 minutes 

November 3, 2020 minutes 

November 17, 2020 minutes 

Lazy Bear Restaurant Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License Renewal 

 

Staff Reports (8:00 p.m.) 
Town Administrator 

Town Clerk 
Town Treasurer 
Town Planner 

Public Works Director 

 

Commission Reports (8:10 p.m.) 
Planning & Zoning Commission 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Climate and Environment Commission 
Senior Program 

RFTA 
AGNC 

GCE 
EAB 

 

Council Comments (8:20 p.m.) 
 

Adjourn (8:30 p.m.) 



































































































































































 

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, COLORADO 
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-8 

 
An Ordinance of the Town of New Castle, Colorado summarizing additional 

expenditures for the Utility Fund, Conservation Trust Fund and Cemetery 
Fund, and adopting a supplemental budget for the Town of New Castle, 
Colorado, for the calendar year beginning on the first day of January, 2020 

and ending on the last day of December, 2020. 
 

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2019, the Town Council of the Town of New Castle 
adopted Resolution No. TC-2019-23, approving a budget for the calendar year 
beginning on the first day of January, 2020, and ending on the last day of December, 

2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Home Rule Charter of the Town of New Castle, the Town 
Administrator has certified that during 2020, there became available for appropriation 
revenues in excess of those estimated in the 2020 budget, as indicated on Exhibit A 

attached to and incorporated by reference into this ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Administrator and the Town Finance Director/Treasurer have 
prepared and submitted a proposed supplemental budget for the 2020 calendar year 

to the Council for its consideration; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 1, 2020, the Council held a public hearing on the proposed 

supplemental budget, after publication in accordance with the Charter of notice of 
such public hearing and notice that the proposed budget was on file for public 

inspection in the office of the Town Clerk; and 
 
WHEREAS, after the public hearing, the Council gave due consideration to the input 

of the public and any issues raised at the hearing; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council desires to adopt the supplemental budget, as amended in 
accordance with discussion at the public hearing; and 
 

WHEREAS, whatever increases may have been made in the expenditures, like 
increases were added to the revenues so that the budget remains in balance as 

required by law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEW 

CASTLE, COLORADO THAT: 
 

1. The Town Council incorporates the foregoing recitals as findings of fact and 
determinations by the Town Council. 

 



 

 

 

2. Estimated additional expenditures for each fund are as follows: 
 

General Fund $0 

Utility Fund $40,340 

Conservation Trust Fund $5,500 

Cemetery Fund $600 

 

3. The supplemental budget as submitted, amended, and summarized in this 
ordinance by fund, is approved and adopted as the supplemental budget of the Town 
of New Castle for the year stated above. 

 
4. The supplemental budget approved and adopted at public meeting by a 

majority vote of the Town Council, as required by law, shall be signed by the Mayor 
and the Town Clerk and made a part of the public records of the Town of New Castle. 
 

INTRODUCED on December 1, 2020, at which time copies were available to the 
Council and to those persons in attendance at the meeting, read by title, passed on 

first reading, and ordered published in full and posted in at least two public places 
within the town as required by the Charter. 
 

INTRODUCED a second time at a regular meeting of the Council of the Town of New 
Castle, Colorado on December 15, 2020, read by title and number, passed without 

amendment, approved, and ordered published as required by the Charter. 
 
TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, COLORADO    Attest: 

 
 

By:              
 Mayor Art Riddile     Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 



 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 
TO 

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE 
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-8 

 

I, David Reynolds, Town Administrator for the Town of New Castle, County of Garfield, 
State of Colorado, do certify that during 2020 there became available for 

appropriation revenues in excess of those estimated in the 2020 budget for the Town 
as follows: 
 

General Fund $0 

Utility Fund $40,340 

Conservation Trust Fund $5,500 

Cemetery Fund $600 

 

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, COLORADO 
 

 
By:      

David Reynolds, Town Administrator 

 
STATE OF COLORADO  ) 

        ) ss. 
COUNTY OF GARFIELD  ) 
 

Subscribed before me this _____ day of __________, 2020, by David Reynolds, as 
Town Administrator for the Town of New Castle, Colorado. 

 
My commission expires:           
 

 
        

Notary Public 
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 1 

New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 2 

Tuesday, October 06, 2020, 7:00 PM 3 

 4 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting will be open to  5 

the public as a virtual meeting only. 6 

 7 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet: 8 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400 9 
 10 

If you prefer to telephone in: 11 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 12 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 13 

 14 

 15 

Call to Order 16 
Mayor A Riddile Called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 17 
 18 

Pledge of Allegiance 19 
 20 

Roll Call 21 
 Present Councilor Mariscal 22 
   Councilor Owens 23 

   Councilor Hazelton 24 
   Mayor A Riddile 25 

   Councilor Copeland 26 
   Councilor Leland 27 

 Absent Councilor G Riddile 28 
 29 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Dave Reynolds, Town Clerk Melody 30 

Harrison, Town Planner Paul Smith, Town Treasurer Loni Burk, Public Works Director John  31 
Wenzel and members of the public. 32 

 33 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Councilor G Riddile’s 34 
absence. Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  35 

 36 
Meeting Notice 37 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 38 
accordance with Resolution TC 2020-1. 39 
 40 

Conflicts of Interest 41 
There were no conflicts of interest. 42 

 43 
Agenda Changes 44 
Clerk Harrison told the council that staff wanted to remove the City Market Cooler 45 

Modification item from the consent agenda because the application had some errors in it 46 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400
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that would need to be corrected. She said the application would be brought back to the 1 
October 20 meeting. The council agreed. 2 

 3 
 4 
Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 5 

Paula Jo Casper member of the beautification committee for the Castle Valley Ranch 6 
Homeowners Association. Ms. Casper said that for the past year, the committee had been 7 

working on planting twenty trees in the community and she asked that the council assist 8 
in helping move the project forward. Ms. Casper said that the tree planning project had 9 
been going on for four years, and that beautification committee had taken the project 10 

over the previous year, but was running into a continuous roadblock with the town as to 11 
where the trees should be planted. Ms. Casper said she wanted to discuss the issue.  12 

 13 
Vennie Lilly. Ms. Lilly said that she was also with the tree planting and she was trying to 14 
get the project moving forward. She said that trees had been purchased from West 15 

Canyon Nursery and there had been an agreement with public works that they would 16 
move the trees October 5 and 6, 2020 and that had been stopped suddenly. Ms. Lilly said 17 

that they had someone to plant the trees and all they needed was someone to go out and 18 
mark the ground with an ‘X’ and to make sure the trees were properly irrigated. Ms. Lilly 19 

said that they had been working on the project since January and everyone had been in 20 
agreement and all of a sudden they could no longer move forward. She said they wanted 21 
to get it done in fall 2020. It would not cost the town anything except a little time to put 22 

an ‘X’ on the ground to indicate where the trees should be planted and where irrigation 23 
should go.  24 

 25 
Mayor A Riddile asked what sort of roadblocks they had encountered, and how much 26 
notice had been given to the town for the October 5 and 6 dates.  27 

 28 
Ms. Lilly said there had been a meeting with Public Works Director John Wenzel during the 29 

summer where a tentative date of October 5 and 6 had been set. Ms. Lilly said that on 30 
September 8, Director Wenzel responded that he could not commit to a date because he 31 
had some employees resign, and that if an immediate answer was needed the answer was 32 

no for October 5 and 6. Ms. Lilly said that in the meantime she had made arrangements 33 
with the people who were going to plant the trees in an attempt to remove as much 34 

burden from the town as she could so that the project could move forward. Ms. Lilly said 35 
that they just wanted someone to show them where the trees needed to be planted, and 36 
it could be rescheduled if needed.  37 

 38 
Megan Pelky, Remax Country, Castle Valley Ranch HOA Manager. Ms. Pelky said that she 39 

had Deb Sanderson with her who was also with Remax Country and an HOA manager for 40 
Castle Valley Ranch. Ms. Pelky said that she felt the situation could be quickly resolved if 41 
the town could provide a map that indicated where the irrigation was or where the trees 42 

that were already purchased could be planted. She felt the town would have to do nothing 43 
more than that.  44 

 45 
Mayor A Riddile asked Director Wenzel if a map was something that could be done.  46 
 47 
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Director Wenzel said that Pubic Works often partnered with many groups and successfully 1 
so. The Garden Club, the Downtown Beautification Committee, the school district, the Boy 2 

Scouts, Girl Scouts and sub-HOAs regarding parking and snow-removal issues. He said 3 
they had a good track record partnering with private citizens and groups as well as 4 
businesses, but unfortunately he had not been able to make the partnership with the HOA 5 

beautification committee work. Director Wenzel said he had not heard from Ms. Casper or 6 
Ms. Lilly in over a month, and at the time they were asking for a commitment he did not 7 

have the resources to be able to commit. He said the parks department had a staff of six 8 
and that reduced to two. The HOA was asking for a day and a half of work and it was not 9 
as simple as putting a mark on the ground. Director Wenzel said he and the group had 10 

met several times and had marked up several maps. He said his departments’ 11 
commitment to the project was to install irrigation for the twenty trees, and that was a 12 

day to day and a half project. He said with the staffing level in the parks department they 13 
could not commit, which was probably good because it could have been worse had they 14 
committed and then been unable to perform. There would be twenty trees out there with 15 

no irrigation. Director Wenzel said that it was unusual that he had not received any 16 
communication from the group in the past month because the issues could have been 17 

easily resolved rather than it going to council. 18 
Mayor A Riddile said that he understood that public works was greatly understaffed as well 19 

as the clerk’s office, administration and finance. He said that the town had found it 20 
necessary to reduce expenses because there was a pandemic taking place. He further 21 
noted that the town would have a balanced budget in 2021 because the staff had made 22 

many adjustments. Mayor A Riddile noted again that the town was understaffed except for 23 
the police department, but once senate bill 217 was effective, the police would also find 24 

themselves understaffed. He asked Administrator Reynolds to comment. 25 
 26 
Administrator Reynolds said that the response from Director Wenzel was not to say that 27 

public works was unwilling to partner, rather, it was a statement that the timeframe set 28 
by the group was such that the town would not be able to accomplish the tasks 29 

successfully which was not good for anyone. Administrator Reynolds that he had spoken 30 
to Ms. Pelky but the conversation was short due to other commitments of hers. He also 31 
said she had sent an e-mail request that he responded to with suggestions on how to 32 

make the situation work successfully, but there had been no subsequent response from 33 
Ms. Pelky. Administrator Reynolds said that if they were going to work as partners, they 34 

had to be able to work through constraints, but the group made the decision instead to 35 
come to council. He said that staff was more than capable of handling the situation and 36 
had made efforts to that effect but those efforts had fallen on deaf ears. Administrator 37 

Reynolds said that staff was still able and willing, but there were limits to what staff would 38 
be able to complete with the timeline set by the group.  39 

Mayor A Riddile asked if it was still a project the staff would assist with.  40 
Director Wenzel said yes, that it was a worthy project and something they had been 41 
working towards for months, however it needed to be something that staff could 42 

realistically achieve.  43 
Mayor A Riddile asked that staff work on it and come up with a possible date. He also said 44 

that the scope of work needed to be clarified because he had heard several conflicting 45 
issues regarding the scope. Mayor A Riddile asked the group if that was equitable to them. 46 
They agreed it was equitable. 47 
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Mayor A Riddile said that the town had been a partner in the project for several years, but 1 
emphasized that they needed to understand that the town was grossly understaffed in 2 

almost every department and it would not be good to raise taxes or something to 3 
accommodate projects, particularly during a pandemic.  4 
 5 

Ms. Pelky said that HOA was a healthy organization and they were willing to do whatever 6 
it took to assist the town to get the trees planted, whatever that was. Staffing or budget, 7 

it did not matter, she said that they were just trying to get the trees planted without 8 
being difficult. Ms. Pelky said they would pay a company to come in and install the 9 
irrigation lines or anything else. She said she hoped that could help.  10 

Councilor Hazelton asked what the hurry was. He said he understood the trees were 11 
purchased, but were likely still in the ground. H thought it might be better to wait until 12 

springs to plant trees anyhow. Ms. Pelky said that the beautification committee had 13 
purchased the trees and wanted to move forward with the project according to the 14 
agreement. Councilor Leland said that there was already a solution, and the dispute was 15 

not typically the kind that would involve the town council. He said that the HOA and staff 16 
will come to a solution and it was his opinion that it should be left to them.  Mayor A 17 

Riddile and Councilor Hazelton agreed. Mayor A Riddile asked who the HOA president was. 18 
Ms. Pelky said that it was Carl Artaz.  19 

Mayor A Riddile thanked the group and said that there was no reason there couldn’t be a 20 
solution.  21 
Ms. Pelky thanked the council for their time.  22 

 23 
 24 

  25 
Consultant Reports 26 
Consultant Attorney – nothing to report. 27 

Consultant Engineer – not present. 28 
 29 

 30 
Items for Consideration 31 
 32 

 33 
Proclamation Honoring Virginia Erickson 34 

Mayor A Riddile greeted Joe Erickson and all the family members who were in attendance. 35 
He said the news had saddened everyone.  36 
 37 

Mayor A Riddile read the proclamation honoring Virginia Erickson into the record.  38 
 39 

Mayor A Riddile said that Virginia had also been a member of the New Caste Home Rule 40 
Charter Committee who had developed the rules and regulations for the town to become 41 
home rule back in 1998.  42 

 43 
Mayor A Riddile greeted each family member and had everyone introduce himself or 44 

herself to the council.  45 
 46 
 47 
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University Technical Assistance Program Coal Ridge/Breslin Park Survey Results 1 
Administrator Reynolds said that the town had engaged the University Technical 2 

Assistance Program to assist with the redesign of Frank Breslin Memorial Park. He 3 
introduced Director Christopher Endreson and students Sylvia Pasquariello, Miriam 4 
Hernandez-Arroyo, Karen Schultz and Alex Hardesty sitting in for Hannah Van Der Vorst.  5 

Administrator Reynolds said that the students had been working diligently on what Frank 6 
Breslin Park might be reimagined to be.  They began by putting out a public survey that 7 

had more than 160 responses. The survey results will be the data starting points for the 8 
redesign.  9 
Director Endreson greeted the council. He and Ms. Pasquariello, Ms. Hernandez-Arroyo, 10 

Ms. Schultz and Mr. Hardesty reviewed their power point presentation of the survey and 11 
its results in depth with the council and staff.  12 

Administrator Reynolds thanked Director Endreson and his team, as well as Director 13 
Wenzel and said that it had been a pleasure to work with them. 14 
Director Wenzel said that he was impressed with the team and how they had put the 15 

survey together as well as the results. He said that he felt that indicated great interest 16 
from the public regarding the park and said that the survey and its results would go a long 17 

way when applying for grants.  18 
The council thanked Director Endreson and his team and congratulated them on a well-19 

done job. 20 
 21 
 22 

 23 
Recess the Town Council Meeting, Convene as the Local Liquor Licensing Authority 24 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to recess the town council meeting and 25 
to convene as the local liquor licensing authority. Councilor Mariscal seconded 26 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  27 

 28 
 29 

Consider Resolution TC 2020-29 - Approving a Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License 30 
Application form Tapatios, LLC, dba Tapatios 31 
Clerk Harrison introduced Esmeralda Cornejo, owner of Tapatios. 32 

Clerk Harrison said that she had been working with Ms. Cornejo for several months, and 33 
that Ms. Cornejo had submitted the most complete liquor license application she had seen. 34 

She said the restaurant was open for business and was working on a temporary liquor 35 
license. She asked if the council had any questions about the application or for the 36 
applicant.  37 

Mayor A Riddile said he had eaten lunch at Tapatios and it was fantastic. Councilor Leland 38 
asked for the proper spelling of Tapatios, whether it had an apostrophe or not because he 39 

had seen it both ways. Ms. Cornejo said that it was with the apostrophe.  40 
Mayor A Riddile asked if Ms. Cornejo was familiar with TiPS training for bartenders and 41 
servers. Ms. Cornejo said she was familiar with it and her staff will be attending training 42 

on October 8, 2020. 43 
Councilor Leland said that the application was very thorough and he appreciated the 44 

detail.  45 
Clerk Harrison pointed out that the applicant had signed a lease on the property to include 46 
the sidewalk area outside building so she could eventually have outdoor dining as well.  47 
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MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Resolution TC 2020-29, A 1 
Resolution of the New Castle Town Council Approving an Application from 2 

Tapatios, LLC dba Tapatios for a Hotel and Restaurant Liquor License. Councilor 3 
Mariscal seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 4 
 5 

 6 
Adjourn the Local Liquor Licensing Authority, Reconvene the Town Council Meeting 7 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn the local liquor licensing 8 
authority and to reconvene the town council meeting. Councilor Hazelton 9 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  10 

 11 
 12 

Discussion of Conceptual Trails and Trails Agreement Funding 13 
Administrator Reynolds told the council that New Castle Trails and the Talbots had been 14 
discussing the idea of creating some trails on the Hogback range west of town, potentially 15 

to the Harvey Gap area. The Talbots own that entire mountain range and they had been 16 
looking for years for a way to use the property in a community-minded way. Administrator 17 

Reynolds said that there was potential for a partnership although the details of that were 18 
not yet known. He said the trails group wanted to explore it and there would likely be 19 

some legal expenses incurred.  20 
Indicating a phase 1 map he described a very preliminary trail going up the mountain 21 
right outside New Castle and looping back into the downtown area.  22 

Indicating a phase 2 map, he described trails that would go from New Castle all the way 23 
to a BLM area outside of Silt.  24 

Administrator Reynolds said that the question for the council was whether the council 25 
thought further examination of the ideas were valuable, specifically allocating funds 26 
towards legal fees.  27 

Councilor Owens asked why the Talbots’ wanted to pursue the ideas. Administrator 28 
Reynolds said that they Talbots’ realize they did not have another use for the property 29 

and have always been community-minded. He said the only real use for the property 30 
because of its terrain was recreational, and they want to create something of use to the 31 
community. 32 

The council and staff discussed it at length and decided that they wanted to see an 33 
estimate from the attorneys before making any budget decisions. Administrator Reynolds 34 

said he would get that information for council.  35 
 36 
 37 

2021 Proposed Staffing Plan 38 
Administrator Reynolds said that at the council retreat they had a broad discussion about 39 

what staffing might look like in 2021, and had determined that there were funds for 40 
additional staff in town hall.   41 
Administrator Reynolds and the council reviewed a proposed staffing plan that included a 42 

realignment of responsibilities of the Administrative Assistant to the Administrator moving 43 
special events to recreation; the addition of a part-time position for finance and planning; 44 

a slight realignment of recreation responsibilities; the addition of a second police clerk in 45 
the police department in 2021 to accommodate requirements of senate bill 217; 46 
reinstatement of the Assistant Parks Manager position and to add funding to the 2021 47 
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budget to allow for an additional part-time person that could be flexible to fill need as it 1 
arises.  2 

The council felt the staffing plan was solid.  3 
 4 
 5 

Delivery of 2021 Budget Proposal 6 
Administrator Reynolds said that the agenda item for delivery of the budget was 7 

necessary to abide by charter. The council thanked Treasurer Burk and staff for all their 8 
hard work on the budget.  9 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion at 8:48 p.m.  to go into Executive 10 

Session for discussion of a personnel matter under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402 (f)(I) 11 
regarding an evaluation of the Town Clerk and not involving: any specific 12 

employees who have requested discussion of the matter in open session; any 13 
member of this body of any elected official; the appointment of any person to fill 14 
an office of this body or of an elected official; or personnel policies that do not 15 

require the discussion of matters personal to particular employees. Mayor A 16 
Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 17 

 18 
“The time is now 9:10 p.m. and the executive session has been concluded. The 19 

participants in the executive session were: Councilors Mariscal, Owens and Hazelton; 20 
Mayor A Riddile; Councilors Copeland and Leland; Town Administrator Dave Reynolds and 21 
Town clerk Melody Harrison. For the record, if any person who participated in the 22 

executive session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in 23 
the motion to go into the executive session occurred during the executive session, or that 24 

any improper action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open 25 
Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your concerns for the record.” 26 
 27 

 28 
Consent Agenda 29 

August 18, 2020 minutes 30 
September Bills of $704,698.14 31 
Dillon Companies (City Market) FMB Liquor License Cooler Modification - removed 32 

New Castle Liquors Retail Liquor License and Tasting Permit Renewal 33 
Kum & Go FMB Liquor license Renewal and Change of Manager 34 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 35 
Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  36 
 37 

 38 
Staff Reports 39 

Town Administrator – Administrator Reynolds told the council that staff had been 40 
considering reopening the town hall, and felt that to avoid any confusion, the town hall 41 
could open on Wednesday, November 4, the day after the election. He said that since 42 

there was a new ballot box installed outside the town hall, it might prevent any confusion 43 
for those voters who wanted to drop off their ballot on election night. He also noted that 44 

there would be rules set in place for visitors to the town hall including the requirement for 45 
face coverings and only one person in the lobby area at a time. In addition, no visitors 46 
would be allowed access to the upstairs. Administrator Reynolds said that staff would 47 
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make sure to be within any state guidelines as necessary. Administrator Reynolds said 1 
that three defibrillators had been ordered because the town did not have any. One would 2 

be in the community center, one in town hall and one in public works. The purpose was to 3 
increase safety measures for staff and visitors. Administrator Reynolds thanked the 4 
council for the bonuses they approved for the staff. He said that all the staff very much 5 

appreciated it and was grateful. Administrator Reynolds said that the town had been 6 
awarded $430k in CARES Act funding. Those funds are managed by DOLA. He said staff 7 

had looked closely at ways to get the money out to the businesses in ways that were 8 
within the rules of the Act. He said that it would be difficult for the town to distribute the 9 
entire amount, even with the second round of business grants and additional assistance 10 

for the River Center. Administrator Reynolds said that there was an opportunity for towns 11 
to be able to give back funds to the county. He said he had met with the county, and their 12 

allotment of CARES Act funds will not cover their expenses. He said that there was an 13 
opportunity for municipalities to relinquish funds back to the county if they felt they would 14 
not be able to use them. Because CARES Act funds needed to be used before the end of 15 

the year, and relinquishment needed to be done very soon. Administrator Reynolds said 16 
that his suggestion was that the council consider an amount to return to the county now, 17 

and in another month after the second round of business assistance grants they take a 18 
second look at it. He said that by returning funds back to the county it would keep the 19 

money within the region. The council liked the idea and asked if any other town would be 20 
returning funds to the county. Administrator Reynolds said that other towns had been 21 
impacted harder than New Castle had by the pandemic and none of them had made any 22 

decision that he was aware of to return funds. He said New Castle was the first. 23 
Administrator Reynolds told the council that the second round of business assistance 24 

grants had gone out and they had received three back. He said that he and Administrative 25 
Assistant Debbie Nichols felt that the second round of grants would go well. Administrator 26 
Reynolds said that he had a meeting scheduled with the local Girl Scout Troop at Alder 27 

Pond regarding a project they wished to pursue. Administrator Reynolds told the council 28 
that there was earth-moving activity taking place across from River Park Condominiums 29 

on the Dow Rippy property. He said it was a reclamation project to clean up some old 30 
mining debris. 31 
Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison told the council that the permanent ballot box had been 32 

installed outside the town hall. She said that the county had received a grant for the box 33 
and it came as  no expense to the town. She also said that the town will be able to use 34 

the box for town elections and for any election they coordinate with such as the special 35 
election held by the fire department earlier in the year. Clerk Harrison thanked the council 36 
for the bonuses they had provided to the staff as well as the cost of living increase 37 

planned for 2021, and said that her department very much appreciated it. Clerk Harrison 38 
said that staff was considering what reopening the town hall would look like. Clerk 39 

Harrison said she was working with 88 Grill regarding outdoor seating into the winter, 40 
depending on what happened with the pandemic. She said that the current rules were 41 
considering any seating within a tent to be considered indoor which caused some concern. 42 

Clerk Harrison said she was still working on the server migration.  43 
Town Treasurer – Treasurer Burk said she was working on the budget. She also said that 44 

her Assistant, Viktoriya Ehlers, was doing a great job. Treasurer Burk said they had just 45 
started 4th quarter and there was a lot to be done with insurance and budget and end of 46 
the year items.  47 
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Town Planner – not present. 1 
Public Works Director – not present. 2 

 3 
 4 
Commission Reports 5 

Planning & Zoning Commission – nothing to report. 6 
Historic Preservation Commission – nothing to report. 7 

Climate and Environment Commission – nothing to report. 8 
Senior Programs – nothing to report. 9 
RFTA – nothing ton report. 10 

AGNC – nothing to report. 11 
GCE – Councilor Leland said that the folks from CLEER asked to attend a council meeting 12 

and they will present a report as they do every year as well as ask for funding.  13 
EAB – nothing to report. 14 
 15 

Council Comments 16 
Councilor Leland passed out the health department guidelines for Halloween, which were 17 

better than they could be. He wanted to discuss what the council thought the town should 18 
implement or enforce. Mayor A Riddile felt that the town should simply follow the county 19 

guidelines. The council agreed that the town should publish the county guidelines but that 20 
enforcement would be impossible.  21 
Councilor Leland felt that COVID case numbers should be closely watched after Halloween. 22 

Councilor Hazelton said that the bulk water station was looking great. He asked when it 23 
might go online. Administrator Reynolds said they were waiting on the electrician to do 24 

some work, and then after that there would be some staff training. Unfortunately there 25 
was no solid date yet.  26 
Councilor Hazelton said he thought that once people realized New Castle had bulk water 27 

available it would be a huge hit because the water was so good. 28 
Councilor Owens asked if council members were allowed to attend the council meetings 29 

via Zoom or was it necessary to attend in person. The council said that virtual attendance 30 
was fine. 31 
Councilor Mariscal apologized for having been absent in September, and thanked the 32 

council for allowing her absence.  33 
Councilor Mariscal said that she and Administrator Reynolds had been invited to the Aspen 34 

Institute and she was excited to be part of the leadership program.  35 
Mayor A Riddile read two thanks you cards: one from Joe Erickson and family, and one 36 
from Debbie Nichols for the bonuses given to staff. 37 

Mayor A Riddile said that he had been thinking about the town Christmas Party and they 38 
could accommodate sixty people at Lakota with social distancing, which may not be very 39 

fair because they would have to limit attendance.  40 
Councilor Owens said it could be set up with parameters and a requirement for RSVPs. 41 
Perhaps no kids?  42 

Councilor Copeland said it might be best to skip it. Councilor Hazelton said perhaps an 43 
outdoor event would be good, bonfires and sledding and food from several of the local 44 

restaurants.  45 
Mayor A Riddile said he would have the chamber look into it.  46 
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MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Owens seconded 1 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  2 

 3 
The meeting adjourned at 9:33 p.m. 4 
 5 

Respectfully submitted, 6 
 7 

 8 
 9 
              10 

       Mayor A Riddile 11 
 12 

 13 
 14 
       15 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 16 
 17 
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 1 

New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 2 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 7:00 PM 3 

 4 
 5 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting was open to the public as a 6 

virtual meeting only. 7 

 8 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet: 9 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400 10 
 11 

If you prefer to telephone in: 12 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 13 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 14 

 15 
Call to Order 16 

Mayor A Riddile called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 17 
 18 

Pledge of Allegiance 19 
 20 
Roll Call 21 

 Present Councilor Mariscal 22 
   Councilor Owens 23 

   Councilor Hazelton 24 
   Mayor A Riddile 25 
   Councilor Copeland 26 

   Councilor Leland 27 
   Councilor G Riddile 28 

 Absent None 29 
 30 

Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Dave Reynolds, Town Clerk Melody 31 
Harrison, Town Planner Paul Smith and members of the public. 32 
 33 

 34 
Meeting Notice 35 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 36 
accordance with Resolution TC 2020-1. 37 
 38 

Conflicts of Interest 39 
There were no conflicts of interest. 40 

 41 
Agenda Changes 42 
Here were no agenda changes. 43 

 44 
Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 45 

There were no citizen comments. 46 
  47 
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Consultant Reports 1 
Consultant Attorney – present for agenda items. 2 
Consultant Engineer – not present. 3 

Items for Consideration 4 
 5 

Girl Scout Presentation: Fishing Line Deposit Station Project 6 
Mayor A Riddile greeted Girl Scout Troop 10239. 7 
Karen Campbell greeted the council and said that she would assist the girls in their 8 

presentation.  9 
Ms. Campbell introduced Girl Scout Troop 10239 members Abby Anthony, Gracie 10 

Campbell and Sylvia Duchscher. She said the troop had been working very hard to identify 11 
needs around New Castle related to the Bronze Award.  12 
Miss Anthony, Miss Campbell and Miss Duchscher took turns narrating their power point 13 

presentation that described the Bronze Award as well as their proposed fishing line recycle 14 
bin and ecology protection project at Alder Pond.  15 

The council spoke briefly with the Scouts and thanked them for a great presentation. 16 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve $281.00 in funding to Girl 17 
Scout Troop 10239. Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed 18 

unanimously.  19 
 20 

Mayor A Riddile said that once the project was complete, he would like them to return to 21 
council and give an update. 22 
 23 

 24 
Update: The River Center - Heather Paulson 25 

The River Center Executive Director Heather Paulson greeted the council and said that she 26 
was present to provide an update to the council.  27 
Director Paulson thanked the council for having provided CARES Act funding to the River 28 

Center. She said those funds went to residents in need, and the remaining $20k would be 29 
well-spent before the end of the year.  30 

Director Paulson said they had been doing Meal Monkey lunches, and had brought back 31 
their Senior Lunches as well. She thanked the council for their financial support of those 32 
programs.  33 

Regarding the senior lunch, Director Paulson said that some of the food for the lunch was 34 
from local restaurants and that they were serving the lunch indoors under the approval of 35 

a safety plan with the county. Once there were tents available in town, they will serve 36 
there as well.  37 

Director Paulson said that they will not hold their annual coat drive for several reasons. 38 
There were many people that came for the coat drive and they would be unable to have 39 
the coats professionally cleaned. They felt it was not safe enough to provide the event to 40 

the community. She said they will meet direct needs, so if any of the schools see a child 41 
or family that has needs, River Center will meet that need directly. She said they will also 42 

reach out to the shelters in the area. She told the council that if they knew of anyone who 43 
needed a coat to please contact River Center. 44 
Director Paulson said that Angel Tree was also changing because they would not be able 45 

to have their collection boxes out as normal. Instead, they were partnering with the New 46 
Castle Police Department who will have a collection box, so people can drop off toys there.  47 
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Director Paulson said that distribution of the toys would be a drive-through similar to how 1 
Lift-Up was distributing food. The distribution will be at Apple Tree Park because there was 2 
more room there than on 4th Street.  3 

Director Paulson said that the River Center will need to purchase toys for the event 4 
because they would not receive the donations they normally would, and she thanked the 5 

council again for their support, which was helping make their events successful. She said 6 
they were trying very hard to keep things as normal as possible for the community.  7 
Mayor A Riddile asked what the River Center was seeing as the greatest needs.  8 

Director Paulson said that the greatest needs seemed to be rental assistance because 9 
families were not fully back to work yet. She said they were also seeing some depression 10 

so they were considering extending their mental health assistance and counseling 11 
services. Director Paulson said they were also seeing requests for utility bills.  12 
Director Paulson said some families had been evicted and they were providing assistance 13 

to help those families stabilize.  14 
Mayor A Riddile asked if the River Center had enough staffing and volunteers.  15 

Director Paulson said that they could always use volunteers. She said they had two new 16 
members to help with emergency assistance, but that they could use help on Wednesdays 17 
for senior lunch because they were required to serve the food. Director Paulson said that 18 

staff levels were fine and the needs were nowhere the level they were at the beginning of 19 
the pandemic. She said that they were trying to help families in Rifle, and they were 20 

taking on some cases referred to them by Reach Out Colorado who was an organization 21 
similar to River Center that served Rifle and Parachute families.  22 
Mayor A Riddile told Director Paulson that the River Center provided a magnificent service 23 

to the community, and he thanked her for everything they did.  24 
Director Paulson said that it was a partnership and she thanked the council again for their 25 

support.    26 
 27 
 28 

Recess the Town Council Meeting, Convene as the Board of Zoning Adjustment 29 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to recess the town council meeting and 30 

to convene as the board of zoning adjustment. Councilor Owens seconded the 31 
motion and it passed unanimously.  32 
 33 

 34 
Consider Resolution BZ 2020-1, a Resolution of the  Board of Zoning Adjustment 35 

of the Town of New Castle, Colorado Approving a Variance Application for the 36 
Property Located at 55 Whitetail Drive in the Lakota Canyon Ranch PUD R-M 37 

Residential Zone District 38 
Administrator Reynolds said that Assistant own Attorney Haley Carmer was present along 39 
with Town Planner Paul Smith and the applicant, Chris Hutto. 40 

Administrator Reynolds said that the Hutto’s owned a home in Lakota Canyon Ranch that 41 
was experiencing some settling. Indicating screen-shared photos of the home, he noted 42 

damage done to the rear patio and foundation due to settling soils and damage done 43 
because of water penetrating the soils and potentially the foundation.  44 
Administrator Reynolds said that the Hutto’s were asking for a variance to be able to 45 

construct roof structures over the patios. The solution to prevent further damage to the 46 
back of the home was to get water as far away from the home as possible. The two 47 

proposed roof structures would shed water from the roof away from the house. 48 
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Administrator Reynolds said the reason for the variance request was because the two 1 
proposed roofs would encroach eight feet into the rear setback. He said that setbacks 2 
were required to maintain a safe space around the home as well as providing consistency 3 

throughout the neighborhood. Administrator Reynolds said that the home backed up to 4 
the golf course, and in fact, there was a large open space between the home and the golf 5 

course that was in excess of 200 feet, so there was no other home behind them. The 6 
homes to the north and south sides were also set well back on their properties. Another 7 
issue, Administrator Reynolds said, was that the Hutto’s home was set close to the rear of 8 

the property that did not allow the patio roofs to be located outside the setback. In 9 
addition, the landscaping appeared to be outside the property boundaries, causing some 10 

possible visual confusion as to the actual location of the property line. He said that all the 11 
noted issues took place prior to the Huttos owning the home.  12 
Administrator Reynolds reviewed the criteria for approval of a variance, and the staff 13 

comments regarding those criteria: 14 
 15 

1. That there are unique physical circumstances or conditions, such as 16 
irregularity, narrowness, shallowness or size of the lot, or exceptional 17 
topographical or other physical conditions peculiar to the affected 18 

property; 19 

Staff Comment – There are no genuinely accidental physical circumstances which 20 

have caused the issues identified above. Various indirect factors however (e.g. 21 

exposure, lack of coverage, poor drainage) have collectively led to the various soil 22 

and water issues as a result of inadequate design and construction. 23 

2. That, because of such physical circumstances or conditions, the property 24 

cannot reasonably be developed in conformity with the provisions of this 25 
Title; 26 

Staff Comment – Alternative remedies may exist to help relieve some hydrostatic 27 

build-up and redirect drainage so that water infiltration and fill settlement.  Such 28 

remedies will likely be employed whether dormers are added or not.  However the 29 

addition of dormer features will function to create a 10 foot lateral buffer prohibiting 30 

water from impacting the immediate foundation wall and perimeter soils.  According 31 

to the New Castle town engineer, a roof which sheds water away from the house 32 

would provide optimal relief to the problems. 33 

3. That such unnecessary hardship has not been created by the applicant; 34 

Staff Comment – The applicant has not made changes to the rear periphery of the 35 

building.  The soil condition existed, at least potentially, prior to purchasing the 36 

home in 2011.  The problem evolved naturally with continuous wetting from storm 37 

water. 38 

4. That the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the 39 

neighborhood or district in which the property is located nor substantially 40 
or permanently impair the appropriate use or development of adjacent 41 
property; 42 

Staff Comment – Staff does not anticipate any adverse impacts nor features which 43 
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would impair future development to adjacent properties.  No design features appear 1 

to be inconsistent with the architectural character of the community. 2 

5. That the variance, if granted, is the minimum variance that will afford 3 
relief and is the least modification possible of this Title's provisions that 4 

are in question. 5 

Staff Comment – An encroachment of eight feet would be the minimum variance 6 

affording relief.   7 

 8 
 9 

1) Staff Recommendations: 10 

The addition of patio dormers would significantly relieve the issues inherited by the 11 

applicant with little to no impacts on the community.  Therefore staff supports the Board’s 12 

approval of Resolution 2020-029 given the following conditions:   13 

1. All representations for the Applicant contained in the Application or otherwise stated 14 
in writing or presented verbally at the public hearing before the Board of Zoning 15 
Adjustment shall be considered part of the Application and binding on the Applicant. 16 

2. Applicant shall comply with all applicable building, residential, electrical and 17 
municipal code requirements including all sign code regulations.   18 

3. The Applicant shall reimburse the Town for any and all expenses incurred by the 19 
Town regarding this approval, including, without limitation, all costs incurred by the 20 
Town’s outside consultants such as legal and engineering costs. 21 

Violation of any of the above conditions shall be cause for revocation of the variance. 22 
 23 

Administrator Reynolds said that the applicant had provided a letter, as well as letters 24 
from some of the neighbors in support of the application.  25 
 26 

Administrator Reynolds screen-shared two additional photos that were mock-ups of the 27 
proposed roof structures.  28 

 29 
Chris Hutto, Applicant. Mr. Hutto greeted the council. The council and Mr. Hutto discussed 30 
the application briefly. 31 

 32 
Mayor A Riddile opened the public hearing at 7:55 p.m. 33 

 34 
Ryan Moore. Mr. Moore said that he was not opposed to the application in any way, and 35 
felt the proposal would match the existing Lakota architecture. He said that he had looked 36 

at a few homes in Iron Bridge before moving to New Castle, and had not selected a home 37 
at Iron Bridge because they had foundation issues as well. He said he felt it was important 38 

that the application be allowed so that the Huttos and others could protect their 39 
investment as well as their family. Mr. Moore said he was the Huttos neighbor.   40 
 41 

Mayor A Riddile closed the public hearing at 7:57 p.m. 42 
 43 
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MOTION: Councilor Owens made a motion to approve Resolution BZ 2020-1, a 1 
Resolution of the Board of Zoning Adjustment of the Town of New Castle, 2 
Colorado Approving a Variance Application for the Property Located at 55 3 

Whitetail Drive in the Lakota Canyon Ranch PUD R-M Residential Zone District. 4 
Councilor G Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  5 

 6 
 7 
Adjourn the Board of Zoning Adjustment, Reconvene the Town Council Meeting 8 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn the board of zoning 9 
adjustment and to reconvene the town council meeting. Councilor Mariscal 10 

seconded the motion: 11 
Discussion: Councilor Leland asked if there were a chance they would be seeing more 12 
such applications because of the bad soils in Lakota. Administrator Reynolds said that it 13 

was not just a Lakota problem, the soils everywhere in Colorado were a problem, and they 14 
very well could see another application. 15 

The motion passed unanimously.  16 
 17 
 18 

 19 
Continued Discussion of Conceptual Trails and Trails Agreement Funding 20 

Administrator Reynolds said that at the previous council meeting, the council had 21 
discussed the conceptual trails and trails agreement funding. The council had directed 22 
staff to explore what the potential cost would be from the town attorneys for the initial 23 

legal work needed for a trails agreement. He said he had spoken to Town Attorney David 24 
McConaughy, and if the agreement mirrored other that has been done such as the one 25 

with Steve Craven, the cost would be minimal, perhaps $1,000.00 simply to begin. The 26 
issue was not knowing how much negotiation there would be with the Talbots and what 27 
costs would be incurred. Administrator Reynolds said that the other issue could be grant 28 

funding. Grants generally required that the town had a real vested interest in the 29 
property, whether ownership or ownership control or a permanent legal easement. 30 

Administrator Reynolds said that there was not a way to anticipate whether the idea 31 
would eventually come to fruition, but staff would like the council to consider approving 32 
some funding to start exploration of the concept.  33 

Assistant Town Attorney Haley Carmer said that she had also spoken to Attorney 34 
McConaughy and they agreed that the Craven trails agreement document was easily 35 

convertible to something like an easement agreement. Attorney Carmer said that another 36 
cost would be the need to survey the land because an easement agreement would be on 37 

specific land areas, and they would have to be surveyed to define them.  38 
Councilor G Riddile said that he wanted the council to know that the concept was not even 39 
at the starting line of negotiations yet. He said that the point of the discussion was that 40 

legal support was necessary in order to begin the negotiations. He said they would need 41 
attorneys present because the Talbots would have one present, if the idea went nowhere 42 

then they would stop, and if it went somewhere, they would keep going and see where it 43 
went.  44 
The council agreed that they were in support of exploring the idea and directed staff to 45 

begin preliminary work.  46 
 47 

 48 
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Consent Agenda 1 
September 1, 2020 minutes 2 
September 15, 2020 minutes 3 

Dillon Companies (City Market) Fermented Malt Beverage Cooler Modification Liquor 4 
License Application 5 

MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to remove the City Market Liquor 6 
License item off the consent agenda and to approve the remaining consent 7 
agenda items. Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  8 

 9 
Councilor Leland asked if the liquor license application was about moving the beer display 10 

to another part of the store. Clerk Harrison said yes. She said that the store currently had 11 
a 16-foot open display cooler on the east wall, near the pharmacy and they would be 12 
moving that. Councilor Leland said that the store regularly put stacks of beer on end caps 13 

or in the aisles, and he stated that was outside of what the current license allowed. Clerk 14 
Harrison clarified that the fermented malt beverage licenses could display beer on an end 15 

cap or in an aisle, and that could be moved at random. The actual beer cooler was 16 
required to be specifically designated on the liquor license and any change in that cooler 17 
size or location required an application for modification. The application proposed to move 18 

that 16-foot open cooler to aisle one and the cooler would be one with doors.  19 
Mayor A Riddile said that he has spoken to the manager of the City Markey, Mr. Ray Ortiz, 20 

and he said that they will do a complete reset of the entire store between Thanksgiving 21 
and Christmas.  22 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to approve the Dillon Companies (City 23 

Market) Fermented Malt Beverage Cooler Modification Liquor License 24 
Application. Councilor G Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  25 

 26 
Staff Reports 27 
Town Administrator – Administrator Reynolds said that staff had received 17 applications 28 

in the second round of business assistance grants. He said that staff was reviewing them 29 
and would like to bring them to the council on November 3. He said that staff would like a 30 

council committee of two to assist staff in reviewing the applications and that would make 31 
the conversation on November 3 to go more smoothly. Councilors Copeland and Mariscal 32 
volunteered. Administrator Reynolds said that the town’s regular grants to outside 33 

agencies cycle was just about ready to go out to the public. Administrator Reynolds said 34 
that he and Public Works Director John Wenzel, Town planner Paul Smith and Town 35 

Engineer Jeff Simonson had met with CDOT about the LoVa Trail and the town’s permits 36 
for a pedestrian bridge over the river. They had also met with CDOT regarding the 37 

roundabout and the aesthetics of it. Staff had subsequently reached out to Pedro Campos 38 
of Zehren & Associates to provide some conceptual layouts for landscaping in the 39 
roundabout. Staff agreed that the roundabout was the gateway to the town and it was 40 

important that it was well done. Administrator Reynolds said that FMLD grant awards had 41 
been announced and the town got the $25k mini-grant for town hall improvements, and 42 

the traditional grant for the Bio-solids drying facility had been partially awarded. He said 43 
that was not a surprise as everyone knew the funding for FMLD grants was much less 44 
than in the past. He said that the town had received both their grants and many towns 45 

had not. Administrator Reynolds said that he and Treasurer Burk and Director Wenzel had 46 
been discussing the shortfall in the traditional grant ask, and they agreed that although it 47 

would impact the 2021 budget, if they did not complete the project now they may not be 48 
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able to in the future. The project itself would equal some cost-saving measures for the 1 
long-term in that the town would not have to haul sludge to the landfill. The project would 2 
greatly reduce the odor of the sludge that is taken to the ranch. He said that if the town 3 

lost the ability to take sludge to the ranch they will not need to take it to the landfill.  4 
Administrator Reynolds said that at the last council meeting there were people from the 5 

Castle valley Ranch HOA who showed up for public comment. He said he and Clerk 6 
Harrison met with them and the solution was that the trees would be planted in the 7 
spring. The reason is because it was past the season since parks staff had blown out all 8 

the irrigation systems, and without irrigation those trees would die. He said they had 9 
agreed on Arbor Day 2021. Administrator Reynolds said that a trails agreement with the 10 

Romero Group was in progress between the attorneys. Administrator Reynolds said that 11 
the council had discussed the idea of a food truck in town on Sundays. The vendor had 12 
been unable to do that through the summer, but he had finally put in an application for a 13 

few Sundays. Administrator Reynolds said that the town clean-up day had been the 14 
previous weekend and had been a great success with 357 vehicles coming through. 15 

Administrator Reynolds said they had taken the opportunity also to do some clean-up 16 
outside town where people had dumped garbage just inside White River Forest lands. He 17 
said he felt that was important because that sort of dumping was contagious and also 18 

because New castle was the gateway to the Clinetops and Flattops Wilderness areas. 19 
Administrator Reynolds handed out a sheet that had a park inventory. The concern had 20 

been brought up previously with the university report on Frank Breslin Park because no 21 
one wanted the park amenities to be duplicated. He said they had done the inventory in 22 
the beginning of the project but it had not been park of the report. 23 

 24 
Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison said she had been working on the town website. She said 25 

there was a ‘documents’ tab on the home page that she had removed some time ago 26 
because it was messy and had no consistency. She said she had repopulated that tab and 27 
was working on cleaning it up and making it more searchable and accessible for users. 28 

Clerk Harrison said she had listed the job opening for the Administrative Assistant to the 29 
Town Administrator on the website. She said she had also been in some discussion with 30 

Administrator Reynolds regarding the job responsibilities because much of what was being 31 
done by Debbie Nichols was not administrative assistant duties. They were working on a 32 
realignment of those duties, and it was likely that some would be reallocated to the clerk’s 33 

office. Clerk Harrison said that ballots had been mailed and the ballot box outside town 34 
hall had been heavily used. She said that the county was picking up the ballots every 35 

other day.  36 
Mayor A Riddile asked what was done with the ballots when they were removed from the 37 

box. Clerk Harrison said that to move ballots you were required to have two people. She 38 
said two or three county employees normally show up. She said that they transport the 39 
ballots in a portable ballot box, and each ballot box had a logbook. Unsealing and sealing 40 

of the ballot boxes was logged in the book using the numbers on the seals and signatures 41 
of the person and the witness to the unsealing and sealing of the boxes. The portable 42 

boxes were then returned to the county offices where they would be secured until 43 
counting began. Again, two or more people would witness the unsealing of the box. Clerk 44 
Harrison said that was the process for municipal elections, and although Title 1 of the 45 

Colorado Revised Statutes governed county elections and municipal elections were under 46 
Title 31, the rules were very similar. Clerk Harrison said that since the ballot box outside 47 
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town hall was monitored 24 hours per day by video surveillance, the county had record of 1 
who had opened the box. 2 
 3 

Town Treasurer – not present. 4 
 5 

Town Planner – Planner Smith said he had been working on the communications facilities 6 
resolution that would go to Planning & Zoning Commission the following week. He said it 7 
was adding to chapter 17 of the municipal code a section that provided some regulations 8 

on 5G cell facilities. He said that if it was approved by P&Z, it would come to the council 9 
as an ordinance on November 3, 2020. 10 

 11 
Public Works Director – not present. 12 
 13 

 14 
 15 

Commission Reports 16 
Planning & Zoning Commission – nothing to report.  17 
Historic Preservation Commission – nothing to report. 18 

Climate and Environment Commission – nothing to report. 19 
Senior Program – nothing to report. 20 

RFTA – Mayor A Riddile said that RFTA was in the middle of a study regarding bus lanes in 21 
downtown Glenwood Springs, and that there was some level of push back. He said he 22 
would keep the council updated on how that went.  23 

AGNC – nothing to report. 24 
GCE – nothing to report.  25 

EAB – nothing to report. 26 
 27 
Council Comments 28 

Councilor Leland asked if the town had reached out to the county commissioners 29 
regarding the CARES Act funding that the town would not be using. Administrator 30 

Reynolds said yes, and that the town had returned $100k to the county. 31 
Councilor G Riddile thanked public works for the millings they put at VIX Ranch Park.  32 
Councilor Owens said he wanted to thank Police Chief Pagni. He said that he rarely went 33 

down Castle Valley Boulevard past the fire station, where the speed turned from 30 mph 34 
to 20 mph, and he had never seen a police officer across the street from the speed 35 

reduction sign, they were usually further down the hill. He thought it was great because it 36 
gave people the reminder to slow down. 37 

Councilor Hazelton asked about the food truck that was at the furniture store. 38 
Administrator Reynolds said he made contact with them and he was unsure why they 39 
dropped the ball about the special events permit. He said he and Clerk Harrison made 40 

contact on the day of the event and got an application to them but staff had not heard 41 
from them since. He said Clerk Harrison had made contact again and reminded them that 42 

they were outside the parameters of their lease.  43 
Councilor Hazelton said that it appeared the food truck was also not collecting sales tax 44 
because he went there and he was charged a flat rate. It could have been included in the 45 

price but it didn’t appear that way. Administrator Reynolds said he could follow up with 46 
Treasurer Burk.  47 
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Councilor Hazelton said that he had no problem with food trucks, and there was a line of 1 
people there, yet across the street was a brick and mortar business who was paying sales 2 
tax and he did not think that was okay.  3 

Administrator Reynolds said that the truck has a business license and they knew they 4 
needed to collect sales tax. The lease on the building included a caveat that events could 5 

be held on the property but the tenants were required to complete a special event permit 6 
application. The tenant was told prior to the event and on the day of the event that the 7 
permit application was required, and although they said they would complete it, they did 8 

nothing.  9 
Mayor A Riddile said that there was a council meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 3 10 

which was election day, and historically the council would hold meetings on election day.  11 
Mayor A Riddile said that he and Administrator Reynolds had a meeting with the police 12 
department staff the prior week and he felt that their department morale was very high.  13 

Mayor A Riddile said that they were very happy and appreciative with the 1% bonus. 14 
Mayor A Riddile said that regarding the town Christmas Party, he was unsure what would 15 

happen with COVID. In years prior, there was attendance of eighty or more people and if 16 
they held the party at the clubhouse, there could only be sixty people. He asked what the 17 
council thought of taking the money generally used for the party and giving each staff 18 

member $50.00. 19 
Councilor Owens said they staff would have to be taxed on the $50.00 through payroll. 20 

The council and staff agreed they would speak to the treasurer about the law.  21 
 22 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Mariscal seconded 23 

the motion and it passed unanimously.  24 
 25 

The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 26 
 27 
Respectfully submitted, 28 

 29 
 30 

 31 
              32 
       Mayor A Riddile 33 

 34 
 35 

 36 
       37 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 38 
 39 
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New Castle Town Council Regular Meeting 1 

Tuesday, November 03, 2020, 7:00 PM 2 

  3 
 4 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting was open to  5 

the public as a virtual meeting only. 6 

 7 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet click HERE 8 
 9 

If you prefer to telephone in: 10 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 11 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 12 

 13 

 14 
Call to Order 15 

Mayor Pre Tem Grady Hazelton called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 16 
 17 
Pledge of Allegiance 18 

 19 
Roll Call 20 

 Present Councilor Mariscal 21 
Councilor Owens 22 

   Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton 23 

   Councilor Copeland 24 
   Councilor Leland 25 

 Absent Mayor A Riddile 26 
   Councilor G Riddile 27 
 28 

Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Dave Reynolds, Town Clerk Melody 29 
Harrison, Town Planner Paul Smith and Town Attorney Haley Carmer. 30 

 31 
MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton made a motion to excuse Mayor A Riddile’s 32 

absence. Councilor Mariscal seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  33 
 34 
MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton made a motion to excuse Councilor G Riddile’s 35 

absence. Councilor Mariscal seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  36 
 37 

Meeting Notice 38 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 39 
accordance with resolution TC 2020-1. 40 

 41 
Conflicts of Interest 42 

There were no conflicts of interest.  43 
 44 
Agenda Changes 45 

There were no agenda changes.  46 
 47 

Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 48 
There were no citizen comments. 49 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400


  1 
Consultant Reports 2 
Consultant Attorney – present for agenda items. 3 

Consultant Engineer – not present. 4 
 5 

Items for Consideration 6 
 7 
Garfield Clean Energy and CLEER Presentation - Erica Sparhawk 8 

Erica Sparhawk, Deputy Director, Clean Energy Economy for the Region (CLEER).  9 
Ms. Sparhawk greeted the council. She said that she would provide brief update to the 10 

council regarding the Garfield Clean Energy Collaborative (GCE) and CLEER activities in 11 
the past year. Ms. Sparhawk thanked the council for their continued participation as one 12 
of the founding members of GCE. She also thanked Councilor Leland for sitting on the 13 

Garfield Clean Energy (GCE) Board, said that he was a great member, and represented 14 
New Castle very well.  15 

Ms. Sparhawk said that GCE was a collaborative of nine entities including six of the county 16 
municipal governments, Garfield County, Colorado Mountain College and RFTA.  17 
Ms. Sparhawk reviewed what had been accomplished in 2020. Despite the ongoing 18 

pandemic, GCE and CLEER had been able to continue to provide services to local 19 
government, residents and businesses.  20 

Ms. Sparhawk said that GCE and CLEER had to reconsider how their programs were 21 
administered due to the pandemic and much of the education piece had gone to webinars. 22 
She said their classes were well-attended.  23 

Ms. Sparhawk said that she did not intend to lessen the negative impact the pandemic 24 
had on people and businesses, but they had received many phone calls during the 25 

lockdown when people were home and had time to complete projects. In addition, a few 26 
businesses completed projects that they may not have done otherwise. 27 
Ms. Sparhawk said they had reached out to Lift-Up right away and put flyers in the food 28 

bags, and immediately had more than thirty families apply for the Low-Income Energy 29 
Assistance Program.  30 

Ms. Sparhawk said that when they had reached out to Lift-Up, Lift-Up was in the process 31 
of replacing the cooling system in their Parachute building, and GCE was able to connect 32 
them to Energy Outreach Colorado who paid for the cooling system because Lift-Up serves 33 

the low-income population.  34 
Ms. Sparhawk provided a detailed 3rd-quarter report.  35 

Ms. Sparhawk screen-shared slides regarding the Three-County Clean Energy Network 36 
that included Eagle, Pitkin and Garfield Counties. The Network project was funded by a 37 

DOLA grant, and intended to create a vision of how solar and solar storage in the three-38 
county region could accelerate progress to a clean energy future in support of the state 39 
clean energy target.  40 

The council thanked Ms. Sparhawk for her report. 41 
 42 

 43 
Review: Proposed 2021 Budget 44 
Administrator Reynolds said that the council had discussed the 2021 budget at the last 45 

council meeting. Town treasurer Loni Burk had taken comments and requests from that 46 
discussion and made adjustments to the budget document. He said the adjustment were 47 

not many, but that Treasurer Burk would review the changes. 48 
Treasurer Burk reviewed the changes made in detail.  49 



Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton said that he knew the Mayor would be very proud of how good 1 
the budget was looking and how much hard work staff had done. He also said that New 2 
Castle had been very fortunate given the circumstances, because many other towns were 3 

having budget issues because of the pandemic. He thanked the staff for their great work. 4 
 5 

 6 
Consider Ordinance TC 2020-7, an Ordinance of the Town Council of the Town of 7 
New Castle, Colorado Amending the Municipal Code to Add Chapter 8 

17.74,  Wireless Communication Facilities and Equipment (1st reading) 9 
Town Planner Paul Smith told the council that in 2017, the Colorado House passed HB 17-10 

1193, the Small Cell Facilities Permitting and Installation Act, which generally specified 11 
how local authorities throughout Colorado might regulate the attachment of small cell 12 
facilities. In 2018, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted a declaratory 13 

ruling known as FCC 18-133 that outlined the extent to which local agencies may or may 14 
not regulate the installation of small cell facilities within the public rights-of-way and the 15 

use of public infrastructure.  16 
Planner Smith said that the state and federal government saw 5G as an infrastructure 17 
improvement that they want to make available to the majority of the nation, but they 18 

needed access to the public right-of-way.  19 
Planner Smith explained that small cell communication technology, also known as 5G, 20 

would require more infrastructure than what everyone was used to in the towers located 21 
on the Hogback. 5G required a structure every 300 to 600 feet where a transmitter would 22 
be mounted, most often with fiber optic and power conductor cable connections to each. 23 

Without adoption of installation standards, service providers would be free to install 24 
equipment with no concern for the visual impact they create. He said that the purpose of 25 

the ordinance was to accommodate implementation of the new technology while assuring 26 
that the new infrastructure was installed in a way that protected the safety, aesthetics 27 
and general well-being of the community.  28 

Planner Smith said that the ordinance would regulate where the transmitter could go in 29 
the public right-of-way and essentially what they would look like. He said in the ordinance 30 

there were three major sections: technical definitions, design criteria and application 31 
procedures.  32 
Planner Smith screen-shared examples of towers disguised as trees as well as the small 33 

cell devices that was most likely to be installed in New Castle. He noted that it would 34 
probably be cost-prohibitive for service providers to install new towers; rather, they would 35 

most likely use existing light or utility poles or buildings.  36 
Planner Smith reviewed the Design Standards in section 17.74.060 in detail. He also 37 

reviewed the permitting and inspection process with the council. 38 
Councilor Leland asked what the process would be if a resident complained. Planner Smith 39 
said that the state considered small cell to be essentially a use-by-right in the public right-40 

of-way, and they could also be installed on a private building. He said that outside the 41 
adopted design criteria there could be complaints and it would be up to staff to determine 42 

if the facility was obtrusive or not. He said that the intent was that the ordinance would be 43 
a living document where it could get into more specificity about what the facilities might 44 
look like.  45 

Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton told Councilor Leland that he was not feeling well and needed to 46 
leave, and he asked Councilor Leland to take over the meeting. Councilor Leland agreed. 47 

 48 
Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton left the meeting at 8:11 p.m. 49 



(Clerk Harrison sanitized the council dais, bagged and removed Mayor Pro Tem Hazelton’s 1 
things.) 2 
 3 

Attorney Carmer said that if someone complained about a facility that had been approved 4 
by the town, the quick response was that the town cannot prohibit installation of the 5 

facilities both the state and federal bills allowed. Attorney Carmer said that the purpose of 6 
the ordinance was to create regulations so that the town could ensure they were installed 7 
properly and within the adopted design standards. In addition, any review decision made 8 

administratively can be appealed and subsequently reviewed by the Board of Zoning 9 
Adjustment, but all they will do is decide if the design standards had been complied with, 10 

nothing else.  11 
Councilor Leland asked if Planner Smith if he had determined how many small cell 12 
facilities would be needed in town. Planner Smith said he had not, but it appeared there 13 

could be as many as one every 300 feet or roughly about 100. He said it was difficult to 14 
determine, and it may be necessary to hire a consultant that could help determine what 15 

the necessary density of facilities would be. Administrator Reynolds said that it would 16 
likely be a major carrier that would install the facilities, and the need for facilities might 17 
vary between carriers, but it was likely they would share poles.  18 

Planner Smith said that the health issues related to 5G was contested but both the state 19 
and federal government position was that health concerns had been studied and there 20 

was not enough evidence regarding potential health issues to prohibit 5G facility 21 
installation. 22 
Councilor Copeland asked if it was 5G that was being installed along I-70. Administrator 23 

Reynolds said that fiber optics was installed on the highway, not 5G.  24 
MOTION: Councilor Copeland made a motion to approve Ordinance TC 2020-7, an 25 

Ordinance of the Town Council of the Town of New Castle, Colorado Amending 26 
the Municipal Code to Add Chapter 17.74, Wireless Communication Facilities and 27 
Equipment on 1st reading. Councilor Mariscal seconded the motion.  28 

Discussion: Councilor Owens clarified that there was research out there on the health 29 
impacts of 5G, but not enough to prohibit facility installation. Planner Smith verified that 30 

there were health studies regarding 5G but nothing significant that would allow a 31 
municipality to prohibit facility installation. Planner Smith said it had been a while since he 32 
had looked at health information since it was not pertinent to the ordinance.  33 

Councilor Owens said that the health issues related to 5G was something he did know 34 
enough about to be comfortable approving its installation.  35 

Planner Smith clarified that the ordinance was not considering whether 5g would or would 36 
not be allowed in town because it was already allowed by state and federal law. All the 37 

ordinance did was provide the capacity by which those facilities were installed.  38 
Attorney Carmer said that there were states and jurisdictions that had challenged the 39 
overall concept of not being able to prohibit the 5G type infrastructure, and the 40 

telecommunications companies immediately sued them. There was legal action being 41 
taken to challenge the wholesale prohibition on prohibiting 5G but it will take some time 42 

to work through the system. The suits could create some changes to the law that would 43 
allow more flexibility to maybe prohibit facilities in certain areas for instance, but it will 44 
take some time for that legal authority to come down. She said the issue could be 45 

revisited if and when that happened.  46 
Councilor Owens said that in the meantime, they had a right to bring 5G in, and the town 47 

had the right so say in what capacity they could bring could do that. Attorney Carmer 48 
agreed.  49 



Councilor Leland asked if there were communities where 5G had been installed and if 1 
there was any health statistics from those communities. Planner Smith said there were 2 
communities where 5G had been installed but he did not have any health reports or 3 

information.  4 
The motion passed on a roll-call vote: Councilor Leland: yes; Councilor Owens: 5 

yes; Councilor Copeland: yes; Councilor Mariscal: yes.  6 
 7 
   8 

Consider a Motion to Approve Business Assistance Grant 9 
Administrator Reynolds reminded the council that the town had been awarded $430k in 10 

CARES Act funds and part of those funds had been spent in the first round of business 11 
assistance grants. Council had directed staff to prepare a second round of business 12 
assistance grants. Administrative Assistant Debbie Nichols had created a second 13 

application process and contacted as many businesses as she could locate. The council 14 
committee consisted of Councilors Copeland and Mariscal and they met with staff for 15 

many hours reviewing the grant applications. To be fair, they created a standardized 16 
formula so that each business would receive an equitable amount. Part of the application 17 
asked for some very specific financial information which was not in the packet, but it gave 18 

the committee an opportunity to thoroughly study the information. Administrator 19 
Reynolds said that each business was able to provide information documenting their 20 

losses due directly to COVID. The committee’s standard formula was to provide grant 21 
funds to each business equal to three months of fixed expenses. Administrator Reynolds 22 
said the total at the bottom of the spreadsheet of $156,719.00 represented three months 23 

of expenses for the businesses that applied with one exception. That business’s monthly 24 
expenses were so high that providing three months of expenses for them would have 25 

exceeded the budget. Administrator Reynolds said that the committee also wanted to be 26 
careful so that nothing was questioned or denied when the town applied for 27 
reimbursement from DOLA. In addition, he said that businesses that received CARES Act 28 

monies as well as the town were subject to an audit, so the committee was careful in that 29 
regard as well.  30 

Administrator Reynolds said that the staff/council committee recommended approval of 31 
the suggested amounts, particularly since the monies were going back into the community 32 
by supporting business.  33 

Councilor Leland said it looked like they were suggesting giving more then asked for in 34 
two circumstances. Administrator Reynolds said that was tricky to figure out. He said that 35 

some businesses were very modest in their requests. The committee had the advantage in 36 
looking at what they asked for, but also what their losses were. He said that if those 37 

businesses to return any portion of the money, they could do that.  38 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to approve the business assistance 39 
grants as presented. Councilor Mariscal seconded the motion and it passed 40 

unanimously.  41 
 42 

 43 
CARES Act Financial Review 44 
Administrator Reynolds said that the council was aware that New Castle had received 45 

$436k in CARES Act funding that were not truly town funds, but funds in an allotment that 46 
the town could draw from. Funds needed to be spent by the end of the year. The purpose 47 

of the agenda items was to let the council where the town was with the CARES Act fund.  48 
Administrator Reynolds said that there were four categories under which the town had 49 
been using the funds, and he described each: $41,500 in funding to non-profits, $182,719 50 



in funding to local businesses, $100,000 in funding returned to Garfield County and 1 
$84,963.96 in funding town reimbursable COVID expenses.  Administrator Reynolds said 2 
there was $24,036.04 remaining that could be distributed and he asked the council what 3 

they felt the best use of the remaining fund would be. The council suggested a few 4 
organizations: the Safe and Abundant Nutrition Alliance (SANA), Lift-Up, River Center, 5 

Advocate Safehouse and Mountain Family Health, and anything left over could go back to 6 
the county.  7 
The council asked which level Garfield County was. Administrator Reynolds said that the 8 

county was currently at yellow, with warnings that they would be at orange if there was 9 
not improvement in the number of new COVID cases. 10 

The council asked if reopening town hall was wise. Administrator Reynolds said that the 11 
town hall would reopen in a very strict manner, requiring face coverings and only one 12 
person in the town hall lobby at a time. The upstairs would be limited to employees only. 13 

Staff was comfortable reopening and would keep a close eye on how things were going.  14 
 15 

Consent Agenda 16 
Resolution TC 2020-30 - Approving an Amended MOU with Garfield County for Senior 17 
Programs 18 

October Bills of $389,824.88 19 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 20 

Councilor Copeland seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  21 
 22 
Staff Reports 23 

Town Administrator – Administrator Reynolds said that he had been conducting interviews 24 
for this administrative assistant position. He said there had been 21 applications for the 25 

position, 8 that he will interview via telephone and in-person interviews would be the 26 
following week. He said it was difficult to select applicants to interview because they were 27 
all good, and he felt that there might be one or two applicants for the position in 28 

planning/finance, and perhaps the new police clerk. Administrator Reynolds said there was 29 
another grant opportunity from the Colorado Restaurant Association and he had 30 

Administrative Assistant Nichols get that information to the restaurants in town.  31 
Administrator Reynolds said tat the Girl Scouts that had presented to council a few weeks 32 
ago had sent a very nice thank you and had made the decision to complete their project 33 

in the spring. Administrator Reynolds said that Judy Martin of Senior Programs had 34 
inquired whether Councilor Mariscal was interested in serving on the committee in 2021 35 

along with Clerk Harrison as alternate. Councilor Mariscal agreed she would like to 36 
continue unless there was another council member who wanted to sit on the Senior 37 

Programs board.  38 
Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison said that she had been working on the fee schedule for the 39 
November 17 council meeting. There were several changes including fees for the 5g 40 

facilities, new land use fees as well as the updated utility rates. Clerk Harrison said that 41 
her Assistant, Bart Mendoza, was back in the office and that it was great to have him 42 

back. She said there were several projects he would be working on this winter including 43 
being in charge of phones, both cell and desk phones as well as being the programmer for 44 
door security codes and the snowman contest.  45 

Town Treasurer – Treasurer Burk said it was a very busy time for finance with insurance 46 
renewals, workers compensation renewal, year-end, budget and the bulk water station 47 

point of sale for credit cards.  48 
Town Planner – Planner Smith said he was working on the filing 11 preliminary PUD that 49 



will be reviewed at P&Z on Monday November 23, 2020. 1 
Public Works Director – not present. 2 
 3 

Commission Reports 4 
Planning & Zoning Commission – nothing to report..  5 

Historic Preservation Commission – nothing to report. 6 
Climate and Environment Commission - nothing to report 7 
Senior Program – nothing to report. 8 

RFTA – nothing to report. 9 
AGNC – nothing to report. 10 

GCE – nothing to report. 11 
EAB – nothing to report. 12 
 13 

Council Comments 14 
Councilor Leland asked if the second meeting in December would be a regular meeting, 15 

because typically it would be very short because it would also be the night of the town 16 
Christmas Party. He asked that staff let the council know what might be on the agenda. 17 
Administrator Reynolds said there might be a CDOT review of the traffic circle, but staff 18 

would remain sensitive to keeping that meeting short.  19 
 20 

MOTION: Councilor Owens made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Mariscal 21 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  22 
 23 

The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 24 
 25 

Respectfully submitted, 26 
 27 
 28 

 29 
              30 

       Mayor A Riddile 31 
 32 
 33 

 34 
       35 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 36 
 37 

 38 
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New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 2 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020, 7:00 PM 3 

 4 
Due to concerns related to COVID-19, the meeting was open to  5 

the public as a virtual meeting only. 6 

 7 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet:  8 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400 9 

 10 
 11 

If you prefer to telephone in: 12 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 13 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 14 

 15 

 16 

Call to Order 17 
Mayor A Riddile called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 18 
 19 

Pledge of Allegiance 20 
 21 

Roll Call 22 
 Present Councilor Hazelton 23 
   Mayor A Riddile 24 

   Councilor Copeland 25 
   Councilor G Riddile 26 

   Councilor Leland (arrived at 7:01 p.m.) 27 
 Absent Councilor Mariscal 28 
   Councilor Owens 29 

 30 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Dave Reynolds, Town Clerk Melody 31 

Harrison, Town Treasurer Loni Burk, Town Planner Paul Smith and Assistant Town 32 
Attorney Haley Carmer.  33 
 34 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to excuse Councilor Mariscal’s absence. 35 
Councilor Copeland seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  36 

 37 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Councilor Owens’ absence. 38 
Councilor G Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  39 

 40 
 41 

Meeting Notice 42 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 43 
accordance with Resolution TC 2020-1. 44 

 45 
 46 

Conflicts of Interest 47 
There were no conflicts of interest.  48 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400
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Agenda Changes 1 
There were no agenda changes. 2 

 3 
Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 4 
There were no citizen comments.  5 

  6 
Consultant Reports 7 

Consultant Attorney – present for agenda items. 8 
Consultant Engineer – not present. 9 
 10 

 11 
Items for Consideration 12 

 13 
Proclamation Honoring Colorado River Fire Rescue Chief Randy Callahan 14 
Mayor A Riddile said that he thought what Chief Callahan was doing was very noble.  15 

Mayor A Riddile read the proclamation into the record.  16 
Colorado River Fire & Rescue Chief Randy Callahan thanked the council and said that he 17 

was very surprised. He said that everything about his profession was an honor. He 18 
introduced Chief Sackett who will step up as Fire Chief upon his departure. He also 19 

introduced Chief Moon. 20 
 21 
 22 

Discussion: 2021 Budget 23 
Administrator Reynolds said that the budget had been in front of the council several 24 

times, each one with some changes.  25 
Town Treasurer Loni Burk said that the only changes in the budget this time were in the 26 
general fund. Indicating her memo that outlined the changes, she reviewed them for the 27 

council.  28 
 29 

 30 
Consider Ordinance TC 2020-7 - an Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council 31 
Amending the Town Municipal Code to Add Chapter 17.74, Wireless 32 

Communications Facilities and Equipment (2nd reading) 33 
Planner Smith said that the ordinance had not changed since 1st reading. He quickly 34 

reviewed the proposed regulations that the ordinance will put in place. Planner Smith said 35 
that if the ordinance was approve he would include information on the town website about 36 
the regulations.  37 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Ordinance TC 2020-7, an 38 
Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council Amending the Town Municipal Code to 39 

Add Chapter 17.74, Wireless Communications Facilities and Equipment on 2nd  40 
reading. Councilor Copeland seconded the motion and it passed on a roll-call 41 
vote: Councilor Leland: yes; Mayor A Riddile: yes; Councilor Hazelton: yes; 42 

Councilor G Riddile: yes; Councilor Copeland: yes.  43 
 44 

 45 
Consider Resolution TC 2020-31 - a Resolution of the Town Council or the Town 46 
of New Castle, Colorado Adopting a Directory of Fees and Charges  47 

Clerk Harrison thank Dave Reynolds for having written a memo for the item since she had 48 
not been able to. She told the council that there were several changes in the fee schedule 49 
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including deposits for land use applications, updates water rates for 2021 and fees related 1 
to 5G facility permitting. She noted that the changed were in the schedule in red and 2 

offered to go through them if the council wanted her to. Mayor A Riddile said that he felt 3 
that was not necessary.  4 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Resolution TC 2020-31, a 5 

Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of New Castle, Colorado Adopting a 6 
Directory of Fees and Charges. Councilor Leland seconded the motion and it 7 

passed unanimously.  8 
 9 
 10 

Consent Agenda 11 
Feather Petroleum Company (Stop-N-Save) FMB Liquor License Renewal 12 

Grove's Black Dog Saloon Inc Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License Renewal 13 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 14 
Councilor G Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  15 

 16 
 17 

Staff Reports 18 
Town Administrator – Administrator Reynolds said that the police department was 19 

experiencing issues with COVID, which seemed to be common in other agencies 20 
throughout the valley. He said that Police Chief Tony Pagni and Police Clerk Jessica 21 
Hernandez were working from home and several officers were quarantined, but that shifts 22 

were being covered, and backup had been arranged with other agencies if needed. 23 
Currently he said the office in the PD were empty. Administrator Reynolds said that at the 24 

beginning of the pandemic, council had put into place a COVID sick-time protocol, giving 25 
employees paid time off if they were not feeling well, and not charging that time off 26 
against the employee’s accrued sick time. He said that the pandemic had gone on much 27 

longer than expected but that staff was still abiding by the protocol set in place by the 28 
council. He asked if the council wanted to revisit the COVID sick policy or leave it as it 29 

was. The council felt that the COVID policy should stay and that the work-at-home option 30 
be continued as well. Administrator Reynolds said that there were several laptops 31 
available for those who wished to work from home, and there was another laptop on 32 

order. Administrator Reynolds said that the AGNC meeting was the following day and he 33 
was going to try to attend that meeting. Administrator Reynolds said that he had made an 34 

offer to someone for Administrative Assistant position. Rochelle Firth will start around 35 
December 1. Administrator Reynolds said that he and Administrative Assistant Nichols had 36 
hand-delivered checks for the business assistance grants the previous week, and every 37 

owner was very appreciative. He also said that many has stated that they were not doing 38 
as well as they hoped. Councilor Copeland asked about those who were given more than 39 

they asked for. Administrator Reynolds said they were pleasantly surprised, and he did 40 
not expect the funds would be returned. Administrator Reynolds said staff had several 41 
discussions with CLEER regarding the solar panel buyout and there was a meeting set for 42 

Thursday to discuss it further. CLEER will attend the December 1 council meeting to 43 
review it with the council. Mayor A Riddile said that RFTA had signed a solar subscription 44 

agreement and the company had gone bankrupt, forcing RFTA to purchase the array at a 45 
cost of $400k and there was no way they could use the array. Councilor Leland said that 46 
the same had happened to Carbondale and the Rifle Airport. Administrator Reynolds said 47 

that the Capital Needs Committee would meet the following day to discuss a list of 48 
potential projects. Administrator Reynolds said that the COVID cases continued to 49 
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escalate in Garfield County. The County Commissioners held a special meeting earlier in 1 
the day where they called in a representative from the state and they spoke very frankly 2 

about not wanting the county to go from yellow to orange. The state said that by the 3 
numbers, the county had been in orange status 26 days earlier, and in red for the past 4 
week. The County Commissioners made an appeal to the state that for numerous reasons 5 

about damaging businesses they did not want to move into orange. There was no 6 
conclusion, but the state rep said she would be in touch with the County Health 7 

Department soon. Administrator Reynolds said that major thing moving into orange statue 8 
would affect is the town restaurants because they will have to go to 25% capacity. 9 
Administrator Reynolds said that a move to orange would likely mean a change in how the 10 

community center was used. The council and Administrator Reynolds briefly discussed the 11 
types of gatherings that may need to be cancelled. Councilor Hazelton asked how the 12 

‘25%’ capacity was determined for a restaurant because ‘capacity’ was not defined 13 
anywhere. Administrator Reynolds said that has been unclear since the beginning and he 14 
did not have an official answer. The council agreed that town council meetings could be 15 

virtual in December. Administrator Reynolds told Councilor Copeland Happy Birthday, and 16 
Happy Birthday to Councilor Mariscal whose birthday was the following week. 17 

Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison said that she had been putting together application/reporting 18 
packets for each of the tobacco retailers in town. The packets will have the new collection 19 

rates for 2021, and she and Administrator Reynolds will visit each retailer personally. 20 
Clerk Harrison said that the town had some computer equipment that was still being 21 
leased from Executech and that lease arrangement was moved to the current IT company, 22 

ProVelocity. The new equipment had arrived, and ProVelocity was making arrangements 23 
to install it. Clerk Harrison said that her Assistant, Bart Mendoza, was resurrecting the 24 

Snowman Contest for this year, so hopefully there would be snow. She said he will also be 25 
training with Administrative Assistant Nichols on programming the electronic door locks on 26 
Thursday. Clerk Harrison said that she had completed the FMLD grant agreements for the 27 

town hall window upgrades and the sludge bakery and gotten them returned to the FMLD. 28 
Clerk Harrison said that in the fee schedule adopted in November were the new rates for 29 

2021, and her office was working on notices to the residents that will go in the utility bills. 30 
Clerk Harrison said that because the following week was a short week due to 31 
Thanksgiving, she would be completing council packet on Wednesday instead of Friday.  32 

Town Treasurer – Treasurer Burk said that the town had applied for the second 33 
reimbursement for CARES Act funding. The total was $244k and included the $156k for 34 

the business assistance grants. Treasurer Burk said it was the busy time of year for 35 
finance with budget, year-end, 1099s and more. 36 
Town Planner – Planner Smith said that the filing 11 application was under review at P&Z 37 

on Monday, November 23. Planner Smith said that the town zoning map was an important 38 
instrument used by the town, and it needed significant updates. He said staff had already 39 

met with Town Engineer Jeff Simonson about it. Planner Smith said he had been 40 
brainstorming something for 2021 and would need a team of people to consider a 41 
temporary ice rink, probably in the industrial zone district or River Park areas. Mayor A 42 

Riddile said he thought that a temporary ice rink had been considered for Burning 43 
Mountain Park. Administrator Reynolds said that Burning Mountain received a lot more 44 

sunshine that on the other side of the river. Unfortunately, the kits would not be available 45 
until the beginning of the year and was probably too late to happen in the upcoming 46 
winter season. The council thought it was a great idea. 47 

Public Works Director – not present. 48 
 49 
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Commission Reports 1 
Planning & Zoning Commission – nothing to report. 2 

Historic Preservation Commission – nothing to report. 3 
Climate and Environment Commission – nothing to report.  4 
Senior Program - nothing to report. 5 

RFTA – Mayor A Riddile said that RFTA was trying to increase bus capacity to 75% for the 6 
busy upcoming ski season, but it did not sound like that would happen. Mayor A Riddile 7 

said that RFTA was doing a major study about continuing the bus rapid transit (BRT) from 8 
27th Street to the bridge. They were considering using an adjacent railroad corridor by the 9 
river trail, and eliminating parking in the downtown so they could have continuous bus 10 

lines. He said there was push back on both issues. 11 
AGNC – nothing to report. 12 

GCE – Councilor Leland said the big discussion was the solar mapping project. They were 13 
working on identifying locations that had a good sun, and when Xcel or any other service 14 
provider wanted to explore solar farms CLEER could give them a map. Councilor Leland 15 

said that he learned that there were several New Castle residents who had taken 16 
advantage of the $150 rebate towards an energy audit of their homes. Councilor Leland 17 

said there were additional funds available for electric vehicle charging stations, and those 18 
funds were available to businesses or residents. 19 

EAB – nothing to report. 20 
 21 
Council Comments 22 

Councilor Leland said that the Lions Club would be serving their annual turkey dinner as a 23 
drive through on Saturday from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. He said that many people came to the 24 

dinner for the social aspect, and he expected that many people would not come to the 25 
drive through. He said that the reason the Lions Club went through the long process of 26 
getting the event approved was because they figured it was perhaps the only way some 27 

people would get a thanksgiving dinner.  28 
Mayor A Riddile read a thank you card from Garfield County Libraries for proclaiming 29 

September as Library Card Sign-Up Month.  30 
Mayor A Riddile thanked the council members who added comments to his 70th Birthday 31 
Book.  32 

 33 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to adjourn. Mayor A Riddile seconded 34 

the motion and it passed unanimously.  35 
 36 
 37 

The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 38 
 39 

 40 
Respectfully submitted, 41 
 42 

 43 
 44 

              45 
       Mayor A Riddile 46 
 47 

 48 
 49 
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       1 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 2 
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