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Town of New Castle 
450 W. Main Street 

PO Box 90 

New Castle, CO  81647 

 

 
Administration Department 
Phone: (970) 984-2311 

Fax:   (970) 984-2716 

www.newcastlecolorado.org 
 
 

Agenda 

New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 7:00 PM 

Starting times on the agenda are approximate and intended as a guide for Council.  

The starting times are subject to change by Council, as is the order of items on the agenda.  

 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting will be open to the public as a 

virtual meeting only. 

 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet click HERE 

 
 

If you prefer to telephone in: 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 

 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Meeting Notice 

Conflicts of Interest 

Agenda Changes 
 

Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 
       -Comments are limited to three minutes- 

  

Consultant Reports 
Consultant Attorney 

Consultant Engineer 

Items for Consideration 

 

A. Girl Scout Presentation: Fishing Line Deposit Station Project (7:05 p.m.) 

B. Update: The River Center - Heather Paulson (7:20 p.m.) 

 

 

http://www.newcastlecolorado.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400


Recess the Town Council Meeting, Convene as the Board of Zoning Adjustment 

C. Consider Resolution BZ 2020-1, a Resolution of the  Board of Zoning 

Adjustment of the Town of New Castle, Colorado Approving a Variance 
Application for the Property Located at 55 Whitetail Drive in the Lakota 

Canyon Ranch PUD R-M Residential Zone District (7:35 p.m.) 
 

Adjourn the Board of Zoning Adjustment, Reconvene the Town Council Meeting 

D. Continued Discussion of Conceptual Trails and Trails Agreement Funding 
(8:05 p.m.) 

 
Consent Agenda (8:20 p.m.) 
Items on the consent agenda are routine and non-controversial and will be approved by one 

motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a council member or citizen 

requests it, in which case the item will be removed from the consent agenda. 

September 1, 2020 minutes 

September 15, 2020 minutes 

Dillon Companies (City Market) Fermented Malt Beverage Cooler Modification Liquor License 

Application 

 

Staff Reports (8:25 p.m.) 
Town Administrator 

Town Clerk 
Town Treasurer 
Town Planner 

Public Works Director 

 

Commission Reports (8:35 p.m.) 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Historic Preservation Commission 

Climate and Environment Commission 
Senior Program 

RFTA 
AGNC 
GCE 

EAB 

 

Council Comments (8:50 p.m.) 
 

Adjourn (9:00 p.m.) 



 

 

 
 
 

 
           Memorandum 
 
To:    Mayor & Council 

 

From:   David Reynolds 

 

Re: Agenda Item: Girl Scout Presentation 

 

Date:  10-20-20 

 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this agenda item is to allow time for local Girl Scout Troop 10239 to present a project that they 

would like to add to the Alder Pond area.  The girls of Troop 10239 have been researching the needs, benefits, 

and costs of installing a receptacle near Alder Pond that would act as a deposit station for used and disposed 

of fishing line.  The girls wish to explain how this project will be an environmentally friendly way keep the area 

free of used fishing line.  Troop 10239 will be seeking minor funding from the town, as well as additional 

outside sources, to be used toward the construction of this project.  The girls of Troop 10239 anticipate long 

term involvement by troop members who will remain engaged by cleaning the area of discarded fishing line 

and by sending the collected materials to an approved recycling center. 

 

 

 

 

Administration Department 
Phone: (970) 984-2311 

Fax:   (970) 984-2716 

www.newcastlecolorado.org 

        Town of New Castle 
                450 W. Main Street 

                             PO Box 90 

         New Castle, CO  81647 
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           Memorandum 
 
To:    Mayor & Council 

 

From:   David Reynolds 

 

Re: Agenda Item – River Center Update 

 

Date:  10-20-20 

 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this agenda item is to allow Heather Paulson from the New Castle River Center an opportunity 

to update Council on the status of River Center needs and activities in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.   

Heather last visited Town Council on July 7, 2020.  Since her last visit, The River Center has been working 

through a very unusual year.  The current pandemic has caused the River Center to make adjustments to their 

operational model and to their annual budget.  Organizations have stepped up to meet the new financial 

needs, and the team from the River Center has adapted to the changing environment.  As things begin to 

slowly return to normal, Heather wishes to update Council on how the residents of Town of New Castle look to 

be doing from her viewpoint. 

Administration Department 
Phone: (970) 984-2311 

Fax:   (970) 984-2716 

www.newcastlecolorado.org 

        Town of New Castle 
                450 W. Main Street 

                             PO Box 90 

         New Castle, CO  81647 
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TOWN OF NEW CASTLE 

RESOLUTION NO. BZ 2020-1 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT OF THE 

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE, COLORADO APPROVING A VARIANCE 

APPLICATION FOR THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 55 WHITETAIL DRIVE 

IN THE LAKOTA CANYON RANCH PUD R-M RESIDENTIAL ZONE 

DISTRICT. 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Zoning Adjustment of the Town of New Castle, 

Colorado, has received a variance application (the “Application”) from Chris and Brandy 

Hutto (“Applicants”) for a variance from the Lakota Canyon Ranch PUD R-M Residential 

zone district regulations related to property located at 55 Whitetail, New Castle, Colorado, 

and legally described on Exhibit A hereto (the “Property”); and 

 WHEREAS, the Application requests that Applicants be allowed to construct 

certain improvements within and encroach no more than eight feet upon the rear yard 

setback established for the Property; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to § 17.12.030 of the Municipal Code the Board of Zoning 

Adjustment held a public hearing on the 20th day of October, 2020, to consider the variance 

application, at which hearing the public and interested persons were given the opportunity 

to express their opinions regarding the application; and 

 WHEREAS, on the basis of substantial competent evidence produced at the 

aforementioned hearing, the Board of Zoning Adjustment makes the following findings 

pursuant to § 17.12.020 of the Municipal Code: 

1. That the hearing before the Board of Zoning Adjustment was extensive and 

complete, and all pertinent facts, matters and issues were heard at the 

meeting; 

2. That there are unique physical circumstances or conditions, such as 

irregularity, narrowness, shallowness or size of the lot, or exceptional 

topographical or other physical conditions peculiar to the affected property; 

3. That, because of physical circumstances or conditions, the property cannot 

reasonably be developed in conformity with the provisions of the Town’s 

zoning regulations; 

4. That such unnecessary hardship has not been created by the applicant; 

5. That the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the 

neighborhood or district in which the property is located nor substantially 

or permanently impair the appropriate use or development of adjacent 

property; 

6. That the variance, if granted, is the minimum variance that will afford relief 

and is the least modification possible of the Town’s zoning regulations 

which are in question; 
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7. For the above stated and other reasons, the proposed variance is in the best 

interest of the health, safety, order, prosperity and welfare of the citizens of 

the Town of New Castle 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Zoning Adjustment of 

the Town of New Castle, Colorado, That: 

1. Recitals Incorporated by Reference.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated 

by reference herein as findings and determinations of the Board of Zoning Adjustment of 

the Town of New Castle. 

2. Approval.  A variance from the Lakota Canyon Ranch PUD R-M 

Residential zone district regulations is hereby approved for the Property to allow the 

construction of up to two patio dormers no more than eight feet within the rear yard setback 

as described and depicted in Applicant’s variance application and to allow such 

encroachment upon the rear yard setback to continue for so long as said improvements 

remain in place, subject to repair and replacement of the same as may be required from 

time to time. 

3. Conditions.  The variance granted herein is subject to the following 

conditions: 

(A) All representations for the Applicants contained in the Application or otherwise 

stated in writing or presented verbally at the public hearing before the Board of 

Zoning Adjustment shall be considered part of the Application and binding on 

the Applicants. 

(B) Applicants shall comply with all applicable building, residential, electrical and 

municipal code requirements including all sign code regulations.   

(C) The Applicants shall reimburse the Town for any and all expenses incurred by 

the Town regarding this approval, including, without limitation, all costs 

incurred by the Town’s outside consultants such as legal and engineering costs. 

(D) Applicants or their successors may reconstruct or reinstall the improvements 

allowed under the variance approved hereby if said improvements are destroyed 

or replacement becomes necessary from time to time.  

(E) Violation of any of the above conditions shall be cause for revocation of the 

variance 

THIS RESOLUTION BZ 2020-1 was adopted by the New Castle Board of Zoning 

Adjustment by a vote of ___ to ___ on the 20th day of October, 2020. 

 

TOWN OF NEW CASTLE BOARD 

OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

        

_________________________ 

       Art Riddile, Chair 

ATTEST: 
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_________________________________    

Melody Harrison, Town Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

Legal Description 

 

Lot 40, LAKOTA CANYON RANCH, FILING 5, according to the Plat thereof filed 

October 19, 2006 at Reception No. 709283, 

 

County of Garfield  

State of Colorado 
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Board of Adjustment - Hearing 
Tuesday, October 20th, 2020 

Resolution 2020-029 
Staff Report 

Name of Applicant Chris and Brandy Hutto 

Mailing Address 55 Whitetail, New Castle, Colorado, 81647 

Property Address Same 

Name of Property Owner Same 

Existing Zoning Residential (LCR Filing 5) 

Surrounding Zoning Residential, Open Space  

Surrounding Land Uses Single Family and Multifamily  

Existing use of property Single Family Home 

Proposed use of property Single Family Home 

Lot size. 0.1869 acres 

 

 

1) Background & Reasons for Variance: 

The applicants request a variance to encroach into the rear setback of their residence.  The 
property, located in Lakota Filing 5, is bordered by homes to the north, south, & east and, to the 
west, backs-up to the 18th fairway of the Lakota Golf Course.  The structure was built in 2007 
with the footprint skewed towards the rear (west) of the lot within two feet of the rear setback 
boundary (Exhibits pg. 13).  The west side of the home suffers from considerable soil 
settlement, intermittent groundwater infiltration into the basement, and afternoon sun exposure 
(Exhibits pp. 17-21).   

To address these problems, the applicant proposes the construction of two patio dormers 
extending 10 feet to the west (Exhibits pp. 22-24).  The extensions will defend against storm 

Planning & Code Administration 
Department 

Phone: (970) 984-2311 

Fax:  (970) 984-2716 
www.newcastlecolorado.org 

        Town of New Castle 
                450 W. Main Street 

                             PO Box 90 

         New Castle, CO  81647 
 

 
 
 

http://www.newcastlecolorado.org/
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water infiltration, mitigate ongoing soil settlement, provide shade structure, and overall enhance 
the home’s character.  These 10 foot extensions, however, would encroach eight feet into the 
setback (Exhibits pg. 13), and thus motivate the variance request.   

Property setbacks serve an essential land use function.  By restricting the distance between a 
structure and the property boundary, setbacks are integral for public safety, privacy, 
infrastructure easements, and/or environmental buffers.  In New Castle, it is customary to allow 
site paving, such as sidewalks, driveways, stairs, landings, or patio slabs within the setbacks so 
long as no easements are obstructed.  Likewise, projections from a home such as eaves, 
exhaust pipes, vents, antennas, et. al., are permissible.  However, structural components such 
as roofs, wall, piers, columns, beams, among other things, are not permitted in the setback. 

The applicant maintains that a setback encroachment, specifically for his purposes, would not 
interfere with life safety, infrastructure, or easements.  This is because the rear of the property 
extends an additional twelve feet from the proposed supporting columns to the existing property 
line.  This would preserve significant room for egress (Exhibits pg. 10).  Furthermore the mildly 
sloped grade continues naturally and unobstructed to the west 50 more feet towards golf course 
drainage.  Out-of-bounds for the 18th hole fairway is still roughly 30 feet west of there.  In total, 
the new structural components would lie at least 150 feet from the golf course out-of-bounds 
markers.  This surplus buffer should be sufficient to compensate for an eight foot encroachment.   

Finally, the application demonstrates that added dormers would be consistent with adjacent 
architecture.  The dormers, by comparison, would fall two feet behind the deck edge of the 
home to the north (Exhibits pg. 16).  And, the dormer assembly would be aesthetically balanced 
with the patio features of the home to the south. Both these neighbors, in fact, are supportive of 
the addition (Exhibits pg. 25). 

 
 

2) Applicable Code Sections & Decision Criteria: 

17.12.020 - Board of Adjustment.  The Board shall hear and decide appeals from and review 
any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by any administrative official charged 
with the enforcement of this Title.  It shall also hear and decide all matters referred to it and the 
following matters as required under this Title: 

A. Hear and decide applications for variances where there are practical difficulties or 
unnecessary hardships in the way of carrying out the strict letter of this Title.  The Board has 
the power to vary or modify the application of the regulations or provisions of this Title 
relating to the use, construction, or alteration of buildings or structures, or the use of land, so 
that the spirit of this Title is observed, public safety and welfare secured in substantial justice 
done, provided the Board finds that the following criteria, in so far as applicable, have been 
satisfied: 

1. That there are unique physical circumstances or conditions, such as a regularity, 
narrowness, shallowness or size of the lot, or exceptional topographical or other physical 
conditions peculiar to the affected property; 

2. That, because of such physical circumstances or conditions, the property cannot 
reasonably be developed in conformity with the provisions of this Title; 

3. That such unnecessary hardship has not been created by the applicant; 

4. That the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood or 
district in which the property is located nor substantially or permanently impair the 
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appropriate use or development of adjacent property; 

5. That the variance, if granted, is the minimum variance that will afford relief and is the 
least modification possible of this Title's provisions that are in question. 

B. Where feasible, the Board may vary or modify the application of this Title for the purpose of 
considering access to sunlight for sewer energy devices. 

C. Hear and decide the proper application of unlisted uses or combination of uses to a use 
group as provided in Chapters 17.16 through 17.68. 

D. Hear and decide the proper off-street parking requirements as provided in Chapter 17.76. 

E. Hear and decide such other matters as the Town Council may by ordinance provide. 

 

3) Findings and Staff Comments: 

1. That there are unique physical circumstances or conditions, such as 
irregularity, narrowness, shallowness or size of the lot, or exceptional 
topographical or other physical conditions peculiar to the affected 
property; 

Staff Comment – There are no genuinely accidental physical circumstances which have 
caused the issues identified above. Various indirect factors however (e.g. exposure, lack 
of coverage, poor drainage) have collectively led to the various soil and water issues as 
a result of inadequate design and construction. 

2. That, because of such physical circumstances or conditions, the property 
cannot reasonably be developed in conformity with the provisions of this 
Title; 

Staff Comment – Alternative remedies may exist to help relieve some hydrostatic 

build-up and redirect drainage so that water infiltration and fill settlement.  Such 
remedies will likely be employed whether dormers are added or not.  However the 
addition of dormer features will function to create a 10 foot lateral buffer prohibiting water 
from impacting the immediate foundation wall and perimeter soils.  According to the New 
Castle town engineer, a roof which sheds water away from the house would provide 
optimal relief to the problems. 

3. That such unnecessary hardship has not been created by the applicant; 

Staff Comment – The applicant has not made changes to the rear periphery of the 
building.  The soil condition existed, at least potentially, prior to purchasing the home in 
2011.  The problem evolved naturally with continuous wetting from storm water. 

4. That the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the 
neighborhood or district in which the property is located nor substantially 
or permanently impair the appropriate use or development of adjacent 
property; 

Staff Comment – Staff does not anticipate any adverse impacts nor features which 
would impair future development to adjacent properties.  No design features appear to 
be inconsistent with the architectural character of the community. 
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5. That the variance, if granted, is the minimum variance that will afford relief 
and is the least modification possible of this Title's provisions that are in 
question. 

Staff Comment – An encroachment of eight feet would be the minimum variance 
affording relief.   

 

 

4) Staff Recommendations: 

The addition of patio dormers would significantly relieve the issues inherited by the applicant 
with little to no impacts on the community.  Therefore staff supports the Board’s approval of 
Resolution 2020-029 given the following conditions:   

1. All representations for the Applicant contained in the Application or otherwise stated in 
writing or presented verbally at the public hearing before the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
shall be considered part of the Application and binding on the Applicant. 

2. Applicant shall comply with all applicable building, residential, electrical and municipal 
code requirements including all sign code regulations.   

3. The Applicant shall reimburse the Town for any and all expenses incurred by the Town 
regarding this approval, including, without limitation, all costs incurred by the Town’s 
outside consultants such as legal and engineering costs. 

4. Violation of any of the above conditions shall be cause for revocation of the variance. 

 



Administration Department 
(970) 984-2311
Fax:  (970) 984-2716
www.newcastlecolorado.org

Town of New Castle
PO Box 90

450 W. Main Street
New Castle, Co  81647

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 

Applicant:

Address: Phone:
FAX:
E-mail:

Property Owner: 

Address: Phone:
FAX:
E-mail:

Contact Person: 

Address: Phone:
FAX:
E-mail:

Property Location/Address: 

Legal Description:  Acres:

Existing Zone (Not sure? Click here for help):

Existing Land Use:

TYPE(S) OF LAND USE(S) REQUESTED

 Pre-Annexation Agreement  Lot Line Adjustment or Dissolution 
 Annexation  Site Specific Development Plan/Vested 
 Subdivision (including Minor and Major      Rights 

    Subdivisions, Lot Splits, Sketch Plans,  Variance 
    Subdivision Preliminary Plans, Subdivision  Zoning 
    Final Plans, & Condominiumizations)  Zoning Amendment 

 Amended Plat  Re-zoning 
 Planned Unit Development (including PUD 
Sketch Plans, Preliminary PUD Development 
Plans, PUD Master Plans and Final PUD 
Development Plans) 

R-1-HC Identification
Conditional Use Permit or Special Review Use
Permit
Other

 Floodplain Development Permit 

This development would create _____ residences and __________ square feet of commercial space.

Applicant must also complete and submit the appropriate checklist for the type of land use
requested.   Both the applicant and the property owner must sign this application. 

Applicants are encouraged to schedule a pre-application meeting with the Town Administrator and/or 
Town Consultants prior to submitting this application. 

Christopher L & Brandy W Hutto

55 Whitetail Dr
New Castle, CO 81647

970-366-7013

Clhutto12@gmail.com
Christopher L & Brandy W Hutto

55 Whitetail Dr
New Castle, CO 81647

970-366-7013

Clhutto12@gmail.com
Christopher L Hutto

55 Whitetail Dr
New Castle, CO 81647

970-366-7013

Clhutto12@gmail.com

55 Whitetail Dr, New Castle, CO 81647

X

N/A N/A

8143 Ft2
0.1869 Acres

Section:29 Township:5 Range:90
Subdivision:Lakota Canyon Ranch FLG 5 Lot:40 (Resub
of C3-1,2nd Amended & Restated Sub-Div Exclus/Exemp)

Residential R-1

Residential R-1

1
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AGREEMENT TO PAY CONSULTING FEES AND EXPENSES

It is the policy of the Town of New Castle that all land use applications must be filed in 
the Office of the Town Clerk to receive formal consideration.  Please refer to the Town 
Clerk’s Office for all applicable procedures. 

However, the Town encourages land use applicants to consult informally with 
members of the Town Staff, including outside consultants, prior to filing applications if the 
applicant has questions regarding areas within Staff members’ particular expertise; 
PROVIDED THAT THE POTENTIAL APPLICANT AGREES TO REIMBURSE THE TOWN FOR ALL 
FEES AND EXPENSES RELATING TO SUCH INFORMAL MEETINGS. 

The Town employs outside consultants for engineering, surveying, planning, and legal 
advice.  These consultants bill the Town on an hourly basis as well as for expenses including 
but not limited to copies, facsimile transmissions, and long distance telephone calls. 

It is the Town’s policy that all persons wishing to hold informal meetings with 
members of the Town Staff acknowledge responsibility for all fees and expenses charged by 
outside consultants by signing this Agreement below. 

I acknowledge and agree to pay the Town of New Castle all actual costs incurred by the Town in relation 
to legal, engineering, surveying, planning, or other services performed by consultants to the Town as a 
result of such consultants’ review and comment upon, or other services related to, land use proposals 
and/or applications proposed by me or on my behalf, regardless of whether or not such application is 
formally filed with the Town.  Interest shall be paid at the rate of 1.5% per month on all balances not paid 
within thirty (30) days of the date of the statement.  In the event the Town is forced to pursue collection of 
any amounts due and unpaid, the Town shall be entitled to collect all costs of collection in addition to the 
amount due and unpaid, including but not limited to reasonable attorney’s fees and costs. 

SO AGREED this ___ day of ________, 20___. 

Applicant (Print Name) Signature

Telephone Mailing Address 

_____________________________ ____________________________________ 
Property Owner Mailing Address If Different From Above 

______________________________________________
Relationship to Applicant or Potential Applicant 

Type of application:       

Property description:           

1st September 20

Christopher L Hutto

970-366-7013 55 Whitetail Dr., New Castle, CO 81647

Christopher L & Brandy W Hutto

Owner(s)

Development - Variance Request

Single Family Residential (55 Whitetail Dr.)

2
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Administration Department
(970) 984-2311
Fax:  (970) 984-2716
www.newcastlecolorado.org

Town of New Castle
PO Box 90

450 W. Main Street
New Castle, Co  81647

CHECKLIST
VARIANCE APPLICATION

Authority:  New Castle Municipal Code, §§16.08.060 & 17.08.010 et seq. 

This is a helpful checklist and is not necessarily all inclusive for all Municipal Code requirements. It is still your responsibility
to read and comply with all code requirements. All applications must include a non-refundable Application fee. 

Signature ______________________________ Date _____________________________ 

The following items must be submitted to the Town Clerk: 

Development Application

Statement of the zoning regulation from which you are requesting a variance, and the 
variance you are requesting.  For example, “The side yard setback requirement in the R-1 
Residential Zone District is 8 feet.  I request a variance reducing the side yard setback to 5 
feet.”

Complete site plan, drawn to scale, illustrating:
Adjacent land uses and location of adjacent structures, including sidewalks, alleys or streets 
Boundary and size of site 
Building location, height and setbacks; include any building modifications that the variance may 
create

Off-street parking and loading areas (see attached) 
Points of ingress and egress 
Service and refuse areas 
Signs and exterior lighting 
Fencing, landscaping and screening 
Compliance with performance standards (see attached) 
Location and size of easements, power poles, fire hydrants, gas lines, water and sewer lines and 
other items which might impact the property, as well as anticipated utility requirements 

Time schedule for development

If you believe that any of the above requirements are not applicable, provide a statement 
explaining why you believe the requirements are not applicable.

Other information supporting your application

List of owners of property within 100 feet of your property along with their mailing 
addresses. Source:  Assessors Office. 
Exception:  If you are applying for a variance regarding maximum building height 
or changing the front yard setback requirement, a list of owners within 250 feet of 
your property must be provided. 

$100 Non-refundable Application Fee 

Revised 07/2004 
Page 1 of 7 

Christopher L Hutto
9/1/2020

X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

X

X

Payable upon requestX
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Christopher L & Brandy W Hutto 
55 Whitetail Drive 

New Castle, CO 81647 
(970) 366-7013 

September 1, 2020 

 

Town of New Castle/ Planning Department 

450 W. Main Street, PO Box 90 

New Castle, CO 81647 

 

Re:  Variance Request for 55 Whitetail Dr (Section:29 Township:5 Range:90  

Subdivision:Lakota Canyon Ranch FLG 5 Lot:40) 

 

Planning Department/ Town Council: 

 

This  letter provides  an overview  for  a  variance  request  for 55 Whitetail Drive  in  the  Town of New 

Castle, Colorado as submitted by the applicant and property owners, Christopher L. & Brandy W. Hutto.   We 

are requesting a variance from the 20 foot rear setback requirement for single family structures in the Lakota 

Canyon Ranch Subdivision.   The proposed construction  is  to build  (2) outdoor roofed patios attached  to  the 

rear of  the existing  structure outward 10  feet with new  reinforced  structural  concrete patios. The variance 

request  is  for reducing  the rear yard setback  from 20 to 12  feet.   No variances of  front or side setbacks are 

needed nor being requested. 

 

The property backs along  the east  side of  the 18th  fairway of Lakota Canyon Golf Course.   A  lot pin 

survey was recently completed and we were very surprised when  it was revealed that the rear property  line 

was actually only 22  feet  from existing building.   The  irrigated backyard  lawn extends an additional 10  feet 

beyond  the  rear property  line  (32  feet  from building). This was  the existing  lawn  layout at  the  time of our 

purchase  and  has  not  been  altered  in  any way  since.    Beyond  the  irrigated  lawn  there  are  no  immediate 

residential properties.   Beyond  the  rear property  line  lays  an  area of  80  to 100  linear  feet of  “wasteland” 

where original development grading operations cut and removed 10 to 30 feet in depth of natural terrain and 

topsoil.  With low to no soil nutrients in the cut areas, it is mostly overgrown with weeds, sometimes noxious.  

Beyond the cut area lie natural wetlands that run parallel to the 18th Fairway, approximately 100 to 120 feet in 

width.  The closest edge of the golf course 18th fairway is approximately 200 feet away from the property line 

to the west. There are no apparent water/grading issues in adjacent properties that may have any effect upon 

a variance approval. (Please see attachment “Plat and Overhead Views”) 

 

The property has  (2) separate, existing concrete patios which extends 10  feet  from  rear of building.  

The proposed support columns for the (2) new covered patio roofs would also be located 10 feet from rear of 

building. These columns would be located 12 feet from the rear property line and are the basis for the variance 

request.  The existing patios will be replaced with structural concrete slabs and proposed construction would 

coincide with the covered patio roof additions.   

 

 

4



The (2) existing concrete patios are severely distressed and completely cracked and separated through 

the middle in a horizontal alignment with the building.  The patios and adjacent soils have currently settled on 

the order of up to 6 to 8  inches and  is a direct result of poor compactive efforts of basement backfill during 

original construction  in conjunction with periodic  introduction of storm water  into the structural soils during 

weather events. The depth of the observed settlement has been increasing over time and is substantially more 

than when first observed sometime soon after the property was purchased on 4/21/2011.   No settlement or 

water drainage  issues were disclosed  from previous owners prior  to our purchase.    In 2015, we discovered 

water had  infiltrated  through cracked patios and  rear backfill soils,  through  foundation walls/ window wells 

and  into  the basement  level  living  spaces at  rear of building,  thereby  saturating  the  carpet which  required 

immediate  remediation.   Additionally  it  should be noted,  there  is a crawlspace beneath  the basement  level 

with  a  sump  pump.  The  sump  pump  is  regularly  activated  after moderate  to  significant  rain  events,  also 

another indication of storm water actively infiltrating the foundation soils. (Please see attachment “Condition 

Photos”) 

 In general,  the proposed construction would  involve  installing helical piers  to bedrock  to  support a 

reinforced structural concrete slab and columns for offset, gabled patio roofs that extend 10 feet out from the 

existing structure.   The proposed addition would be  in harmony with the current house with an architectural 

style consistent with  the mountain  lifestyle and design guidelines of  the Lakota Canyon Ranch Homeowners 

Association.  The proposed construction is designed to capture storm water and divert away from foundations 

to the  lawn area through hardscape grading and roof gutter & drains. (Please see attachment “55 Whitetail ‐

Preliminary Architectural Plans”) 

The proposed construction of new covered patio and roofs would serve to ease multiple, unnecessary 

hardships.   The hardship of primary concern  is the  introduction of storm water  into the foundation soils and 

subsequently, potentially  into basement  living quarters.   This condition was not created by us and, although 

unknown  at  the  time,  existed  prior  to  our  purchase  in  2011,  and will  continue  to  persist without  future 

intervention.  A common geotechnical recommendation to limit the depth of wetting and subsequent settling 

of foundations and structural soils is to protect the area from water infiltration to a lateral distance at least as 

great as the depth of area of concern.  The base of the primary foundation elements of the building exist to a 

depth of approximately 10 feet. The new columns would exist at the furthest reach of current concrete patios 

at 10 feet. Other subsidiary hardships that would be addressed by the proposed construction is protection of 

windows and siding from errant golf balls, as well as, to provide shade and protection from the harsh effects of 

the western afternoon sun.  

If granted, the variance would not alter the essential character of the neighborhood nor substantially 

or permanently  impair  the appropriate use or development of adjacent property.    In  fact,  it would certainly 

improve the character, appearance and value of this property, adjacent properties, the neighborhood, and the 

Town of New Castle  in  general.    It  is preliminarily  designed  and has  already had  initial  verbal  approval,  in 

concept, of the Lakota Canyon Ranch Design Review Committee (DRC).  A formal approval process through the 

DRC will proceed if a variance is approved, as well as, full permitting and approval with the Town of New Castle 

Planning Department.    It  is  estimated  that  construction  activities would  be  less  than  3 months  and would 

commence once final permitting and plans are approved. As the property backs unimproved  land of the golf 

course property, there are no residents that would be directly impacted by a rear offset variance request. We 

have spoken and shared conceptual plans with  the golf course property owner, Dwayne Romero of Romero 
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Group, and he has given an enthusiastic, verbal  support of  the proposed  construction as  it would not only 

provide a direct visual improvement but also adds value to the golf course as well as surrounding properties. 

The current property owners within 100 feet of the variance request are  listed below.   All have been  initially 

contacted,  are  aware  of  the  proposed  additions  and  subsequent  variance  request  and  have  expressed  no 

concerns in support of the variance approval. (Please see attachment “Letter of Support”) 

To the rear (West):  Vacant lot (North West): 

Property:  Lakota Canyon Golf Course Property:  50 Antler Loop 

Owner:   RG Lakota Holdings, LLC  Owner:   Steven H & Catherine L Vito 

Address:  350 Market Street Crossing, Suite 304    Address:  2714 Eden Court 

Basalt, CO 81621  Grand Junction, CO 81506 

Contact:  Dwayne Romero – President    Contact:  Steven H Vito 

(970) 618‐8880 (970) 376‐5869

To the left (South):  To the right (North): 

Property:  41 Whitetail Drive  Property:  63 Whitetail Drive 

Owner:   Ryan Moore & Silmara Dos Santos Owner:   Brian & Michelle Arbany 

Address:  41 Whitetail Drive  Address:  63 Whitetail Drive 

New Castle, CO 81647  New Castle, CO 81647 

Contact:  Ryan Moore  Contact:  Brian Arbany 

(720) 260‐7451 (970) 948‐9048

This variance is of minimal request to provide relief and to address the chief concern of storm water infiltrating 

the foundation soils and habitable spaces.  If the variance were to be denied, a hardship would endure that is 

systemically detrimental  to  the  structural  integrity and  safety of  the entire building and  its occupants.   We 

believe the variance request is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of our substantial property rights 

and in this specific case, the proposed improvements are in no way detrimental to adjacent properties, nor to 

the public safety, welfare and interest, and do not materially impair the purposes, intent or spirit of the title.   

We appreciate you consideration in this matter and look forward to the decisions of the Council.  Please do not 

hesitate to contact us with any concerns or questions. 

Thank You, 

Christopher L and Brandy W Hutto 

_________________________  ___________________________ 

Christopher L Hutto  Brandy W Hutto 
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Rear View - Looking East
"Wasteland" in Foreground
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Rear View - Looking South

Property Line

Irrigated Lawn
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Settlement Area

Rear View - Looking North
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Rear View - Looking North
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Rear View - Looking West
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8 Feet to Property Line

North Neighbors Rear Yard - Looking North
Rear Deck within 8 feet of Property Line
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Stairs Pulling Away

17



North Patio Settlement
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Window Well Settlement
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South Patio Settlement
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South Patio Settlement - Close-up
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Re:

Christopher L & Brandy W Hutto

55 Whitetail Drive

New Castle, CO 81647

(970) 365-7013
Town of New Castle/ Planning Department
450 W. Main Street, PO Box 90

New Castle, CO 81647

Variance Request for 55 Whitetail Dr (Section:29 Township:5 Range:90

Subdivision:Lakota Canyon Ranch FLG 5 Lot:40)

To whom it may concern,

We have reviewed the preliminary documentation (plats and plan sheets) associated with the proposed variance as
provided and requested by Christopher & Brandy Hutto for 55 Whitetail Dr (Section:29 Township:S Range:90
Subdivision:Lakota Canyon Ranch FLG 5 Lot:40). lt is the understood that the request is to build a covered, outdoor
roofed patio attached to the rear of the existing structure with new concrete patios. The variance request is for reducing
the rear yard setback from 20.0 feet to 12.0 feet. No variances of front or side setbacks are being requested.

At this time, we, the undersigned, do not take exception to the proposed variance request as presented. We do,
however, reserve the right to comment once an official variance request is in process.

Property:

Owner:

Property:

Owner:

41 Whitetail Drive (Lot 41)

Ryan Moore & Silmara Dos Santos

63 Whitetail Drive (Lot 39)

Brian & Michelle Arbany

g ->5. >clcDate:

Signature(s):

Date:

Signature(s):
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           Memorandum 
 
To:    Mayor & Council 

 

From:   David Reynolds 

 

Re: Agenda Item: Trails Funding Discussion 

 

Date:  10-20-20 

 

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss the Town funding of preliminary legal fees related to a potential 

Trails Agreement between the Town of New Castle and a neighboring land owner.   

During our Oct. 6, 2020 Council meeting, we discussed the possibility of pursuing an agreement which would 

allow for the expansion of hiking and biking trails on private lands just outside of town.  Council requested 

more specific information related to the initial costs of the legal work which could be incurred related to this 

agreement. 

Staff is working to provide Council with more detailed information for this continued agenda item discussion. 
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 3 

New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 4 

Tuesday, September 01, 2020, 7:00 PM 5 

  6 
Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting was open to 7 

the public as a virtual meeting only. 8 

 9 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet: 10 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400 11 
 12 

If you prefer to telephone in: 13 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 14 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 15 

 16 
Call to Order 17 
Mayor A Riddile called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 18 

 19 
Pledge of Allegiance 20 

 21 
Roll Call 22 
 Present Councilor Hazelton 23 

   Mayor A Riddile 24 
   Councilor Copeland 25 

   Councilor Leland 26 
   Councilor G Riddile 27 
 Absent Councilor Mariscal 28 

   Councilor Owens 29 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Dave Reynolds, Town Clerk Melody 30 

Harrison, Town Planner Paul Smith and members of the public.  31 
 32 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to excuse Councilor Mariscal’s absence. 33 

Councilor Copeland seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  34 
 35 

Meeting Notice 36 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 37 
accordance with Resolution Tc 2020-1.  38 

 39 
Conflicts of Interest 40 

There were no conflicts of interest. 41 
 42 
Agenda Changes 43 

There were no agenda changes. 44 
 45 
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Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 1 
There were no citizen comments. 2 

 3 
Consultant Reports 4 
Consultant Attorney – not present. 5 

Consultant Engineer – not present. 6 
 7 

 8 
Items for Consideration 9 
 10 

Council & Chamber of Commerce Appreciation of Downtown Businesses 11 
New Castle Chamber of Commerce President Siobhan Milholm and Administrator Mari 12 

Riddile recognized four downtown businesses for their beautification projects, all of which 13 
enhanced Main Street. Cori and John Webber, owners of 88 Grill and the Ore House; 14 
Diane and Dustin Chapin, owners of Hogback Pizza; Adam and Emily Sampley, owners of 15 

LulaMay’s Air BnB and Ann Andzel of EAT Bistro & Drinks. The Chamber and Council 16 
thanked each of them. Ms. Riddile gave each a plaque and gift certificate to the Vaudeville 17 

Revue in appreciation of their efforts.  18 
 19 

Youth Zone Update 20 
Town Administrator Dave Reynolds told the council that Executive Director Lori Mueller 21 
and Development Director Carol Wolff were present to provide the council an update on 22 

Youth Zone’s activities for the past year.  23 
Ms. Mueller passed out Youth Zone’s annual report to the council. Ms. Muller and Ms. Wolff 24 

reviewed the report in detail. 25 
 26 
Mayor A Riddile asked if there had been any notable effect on youth vaping and tobacco 27 

use by the increase in taxes on tobacco products and the outright ban in some areas on 28 
vape products. Ms. Mueller said it was still early to see local results, but the increased 29 

costs certainly had reduced youth use on a national level. She said that they would be 30 
monitoring that and have information later.  31 
Councilor Leland asked what the ‘substances’ were that the youth were using. Ms. Mueller 32 

said the substances were primarily marijuana and alcohol. 33 
Councilor Hazelton said that he had heard that the pandemic and the need for home-34 

schooling as created issues amongst youth and he asked if they could elaborate.  35 
Ms. Mueller said that the first month many of the kids thought it was a great vacation. 36 
She said that attitude had shifted, and many kids were expressing some anxiety around 37 

not being in school and not being around their friends. She said there was also some 38 
depression. Ms. Mueller said that overall, kids had taken to Youth Zone’s virtual platform 39 

TeleHelp, and they had been able to continue seeing all their kids.  40 
Ms. Mueller said that funding for Youth Zone was decreasing, but the need for help was 41 
increasing and in 2021 there would be a lot of opportunity to find creative ways to fund 42 

their programs. Ms. Wolff said that not only were there more kids in need, but because of 43 
COVID there was about twice the number of parents reaching out for help.   44 

Ms. Wolff said that Youth Zone did charge fees, but that only about eight percent of 45 
budgeted income came from those client fees. She said they did not turn anyone away, so 46 
if a client could not pay, they fund the money somewhere. She said federal foundations 47 
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and municipalities who were making budget cuts were reducing Youth Zone’s funding, but 1 
she was confident they would be okay. Ms. Wolff said they received funding from 2 

individual donations and fundraisers. Ms. Wolff said they had a fundraiser coming up at 3 
the end of the month on September 23 through 25. It will be a virtual Youth Film Fest. Six 4 
kids will create films about what it was like surviving in the upside-down COVID-19 world. 5 

Ms. Wolff said that she would get an invitation out to the council.  6 
Mayor A Riddile said that Youth Zone did incredible work and he thanked them for their 7 

report.  8 
Ms. Mueller and Ms. Wolff thanked the council for their support. 9 
 10 

 11 
Consider Resolution TC 2020-27 - Designating a Communal Dining Area on 5th 12 

Street 13 
Clerk Harrison said that at the previous council meeting Administrator Reynolds had 14 
mentioned during his report that a downtown restaurant had approached the town with 15 

the idea of closing off 5th Street between Main Street and the alley in between 88 Grill and 16 
the dental office. The closure would provide an area where food and perhaps alcohol could 17 

be served, as well as live music. Clerk Harrison said that staff had studied it and realized 18 
that closing that section of street for one or two evenings per week would be more difficult 19 

than initially thought.  20 
Clerk Harrison said that there was a Governor’s Executive Order that had been issued 21 
some time ago that allowed for designation of what was called a communal outdoor dining 22 

area. She said that was different than the public consumption areas the town had created 23 
in several parks that allowed people to take their carry-out food and alcohol and consume 24 

them in the park. Outdoor communal dining would allow a restaurant within one-thousand 25 
feet serve food and alcohol at tables located in the space.  26 
Clerk Harrison said that the town was required to designate an outdoor communal dining 27 

area, and 88 Grill had requested the ability to use a communal outdoor dining area, and 28 
the solution that staff came up with was to designate the parking spaces on the west side 29 

of 5th Street, immediately adjacent to 88 Grill.  30 
Clerk Harrison said that Resolution TC 2020-27 would approve an outdoor communal 31 
dining area in the parking spaces on the west side of 5th Street, immediately adjacent to 32 

88 Grill, between the planter box and the alley. The space was eighty-five feet long and 33 
twelve feet wide. She said outdoor communal dining had very specific rules. Patrons at 34 

one table could only be served by a single restaurant; if more than one restaurant wanted 35 
to serve there, outdoor communal dining allowed multiple restaurants’ liquor licenses to 36 
layer over one another in the same premises; restaurants would be required to identify 37 

the the tables they were serving whether it was a sign something else that showed control 38 
of the table; carry-out alcohol was not allowed in a communal outdoor dining area 39 

because that equated bringing outside alcohol into a licensed premises which was against 40 
liquor laws.  41 
Councilor Leland asked how many tables would be allowed in the area. Clerk Harrison said 42 

that was not something she had measured, but though perhaps six would fit. A few more 43 
if they were two-tops. 44 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Resolution TC 2020-27, a 45 
Resolution of the New Castle Town Council Designating an Outdoor Communal 46 
Dining Area. Councilor Hazelton seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  47 
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 1 
Recess the Town Council Meeting, Convene as the Local Liquor Licensing Authority 2 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to recess the town council meeting and 3 
to convene as the local liquor licensing authority. Councilor G Riddile seconded 4 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  5 

 6 
Consider an Application for COVID-19 Temporary Modification of the Hotel & 7 

Restaurant Liquor License for Elk Creek Mining Co. LLC  d/b/a  88 Grill 8 
Clerk Harrison said that 88 Grill was the only restaurant that wanted to use the outdoor 9 
communal dining area. Interestingly, 88 Grill will still be required to identify their tables 10 

even though they are the only ones using the space.  11 
MOTION: Councilor G Riddile made a motion to approve the Application for a 12 

COVID-19 Temporary Modification of the Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License for 13 
Elk Creek Mining Co. dba 88 Grill. Councilor Hazelton seconded the motion and it 14 
passed unanimously.  15 

 16 
Consider Extension of Temporary Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License for Lakota 17 

Grill & Bakery 18 
Clerk Harrison told the council that there was a new fingerprinting process for the State of 19 

Colorado for the purposes of background investigations for liquor licensing. She said there 20 
were two third-party vendors who processed fingerprints for CBI. Since the new program 21 
began in February of 2019, New Castle had not had any applicant use the new system. 22 

Apparently there was something of a glitch in the system in that the results of the 23 
background investigation were getting lost. Applicants for Lakota Grill & Bakery had been 24 

fingerprinted several times and the results lost. Clerk Harrison said she had finally made 25 
contact with CBI and gotten the information needed, but staff needed a little more time to 26 
on the temporary liquor permit to complete necessary steps. Clerk Harrison said that the 27 

state had already approved the license on their end and the last piece was the town 28 
obtaining the background results before the town could issue the permanent license. 29 

Clerk Harrison said that state law allowed an additional sixty-day extension of the 30 
temporary license, and that was the request to council.  31 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve the Extension of the 32 

Temporary Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License for Lakota Grill & Bakery. 33 
Councilor Copeland seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   34 

 35 
Adjourn the Local Liquor Licensing Authority, Reconvene the Town Council Meeting 36 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn the local liquor licensing 37 

authority and to reconvene the town council meeting. Councilor Hazelton 38 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  39 

 40 
Consider Ordinance TC 2020-6 - an Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council 41 
Amending Sections 16.16.020-16.16.30 & 17.100.050-17.100.090 Concerning 42 

Preliminary and Final Plans for Subdivision and PUD Development Applications 43 
(2nd reading) 44 

Town Planner Paul Smith explained that the ordinance was to amend the code to update 45 
the review procedures and to provide additional criteria for PUD and subdivision 46 
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preliminary and final applications. Planner Smith said that nothing had changed in the 1 
ordinance since first reading. 2 

Councilor G Riddile thanked Planner Smith and P&Z for their work on the ordinance and 3 
said that he thought it was a good product.  4 
MOTION: Councilor G Riddile made a motion to approve Ordinance TC 2020-6, an 5 

Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council Amending Sections 16.16.020-6 
16.16.30 & 17.100.050-17.100.090 Concerning Preliminary and Final Plans for 7 

Subdivision and PUD Development Applications on 2nd reading. Councilor 8 
Copeland seconded the motion and it passed on a roll-call vote: Councilor 9 
Hazelton: yes; Councilor Leland: yes; Mayor A Riddile: yes; Councilor Copeland: 10 

yes; Councilor G Riddile: yes.  11 
 12 

 13 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion at 7:39 p.m. to go into Executive 14 
Session for discussion of a personnel matter under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402 (f)(I) 15 

regarding an evaluation of the Town Administrator and not involving: any 16 
specific employees who have requested discussion of the matter in open session; 17 

any member of this body of any elected official; the appointment of any person 18 
to fill an office of this body or of an elected official; or personnel policies that do 19 

not require the discussion of matters personal to particular employees. Mayor A 20 
Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  21 
 22 

Executive session concluded. 23 

 24 

At the end of the executive session, Mayor A Riddile made the following statement: 25 

 26 

“The time is now 8:00 p.m. and the executive session has been concluded. The participants 27 

in the executive session were: Councilors Owens and Hazelton; Mayor A Riddile; Councilors 28 

Copeland, Leland and G Riddile; and Town Administrator Dave Reynolds. For the record, if 29 

any person who participated in the executive session believes that any substantial 30 

discussion of any matters not included in the motion to go into the executive session 31 

occurred during the executive session, or that any improper action occurred during the 32 

executive session in violation of the Open Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your 33 

concerns for the record.” 34 

 35 

 36 
Consent Agenda 37 

July 21, 2020 minutes 38 
August Bills of $688,577.37 39 
MOTION: Councilor G Riddile made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 40 

Mayor A Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  41 
 42 

Staff Reports 43 
Town Administrator – Administrator Reynolds said that staff was continuing to work on 44 
budget, and he expected that at the next council meeting a first draft of the budget would 45 

be presented in the work session. Administrator Reynolds said that the CDOT 46 
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Revitalization grant had been approved and the town would be able to begin ordering 1 
tents and barricades. Unfortunately, there were many others trying to order tents and 2 

they were backordered. Administrator Reynolds said that he was working on updating the 3 
strategic plan after the retreat the previous Saturday and he  would be bringing it back to 4 
council in the next few meetings.  5 

Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison said she had met with the owners of the new Mexican 6 
restaurant near City Market. They had submitted their liquor license application and would 7 

issue a temporary liquor license the following day. She said that they intended to open the 8 
restaurant on the weekend. Clerk Harrison said that she had been able to speak with 9 
someone at CBI and learned that because the third-party vendors had limited locations, 10 

CBI had decided that New Castle was eligible to process fingerprints through the New 11 
Castle Police Department. Clerk Harrison said that her department would use the police in 12 

the future. 13 
Town Treasurer – not present. 14 
Town Planner – not present. 15 

Public Works Director – not present. 16 
 17 

Commission Reports 18 
Planning & Zoning Commission – Councilor G Riddile said that P&Z had a very productive 19 

meeting with Mr. Atkinson on the Filing 11 application. He expected to see some good 20 
changes at their next meeting. 21 
Historic Preservation Commission – nothing to report. 22 

Climate and Environment Committee – Councilor Leland said that the environment issue 23 
had been the fires, and the Commission had put together a fire information flyer that will 24 

be going out with the town newsletter. 25 
Senior Program – nothing to report. 26 
RFTA – Mayor A Riddile said that RFTA had a groundbreaking ceremony the previous 27 

Saturday. Senator Cory Gardner had attended. Mayor A Riddile said that RFTA had 28 
received an 11-million dollar grant to get the project started, and they were waiting to 29 

hear about another grant for 13 million dollars. 30 
AGNC – Councilor Hazelton said that the primary focus of the meeting was hearing region 31 
10 broadband projects which was interesting.  32 

GCE – nothing to report. 33 
EAB – nothing to report. 34 

 35 
Council Comments 36 
Councilor Leland said that the CEC had been in contact with Orrin Moon of Colorado River 37 

Fire Rescue and Greg Bak of Glenwood Fire, they would be providing several kinds of 38 
information in a tote bag, and the library will distribute the totes. He said that there would 39 

also be a Spanish version.  40 
Councilor Leland said that there had been a lot of support for Colorado River Fire Rescue 41 
(CRFR) on Facebook, and many had expressed regret that CRFR had not gotten their tax 42 

increase. 43 
Councilor Leland said that he had been going through some paperwork and found the 44 

evaluation form used for the previous town administrator and it was a more thorough 45 
form, perhaps too elaborate. Councilor Leland said that before the next evaluation time, 46 
they should probably revise the evaluation form. 47 
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Councilor G Riddile said that he thought the retreat had gone well and he thanked staff. 1 
Councilor Hazelton said that he agreed about the retreat and said that the time flew. He 2 

felt that was because it had gone so well, and felt that it was better than past retreats. 3 
Mayor A Riddile said that they will do Treasurer Burks’ evaluation at the next meeting and 4 
he asked that each council member complete the evaluation form. 5 

Mayor A Riddile asked that Administrator Reynolds forward the photos of the Chamber 6 
awards to Councilor Leland so he could put them on Facebook.  7 

 8 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn. Councilor G Riddile 9 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  10 

 11 
The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 12 

 13 
 14 
Respectfully submitted, 15 

 16 
 17 

 18 
               19 

        Mayor A Riddile 20 
 21 
 22 

 23 
       24 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 25 
 26 
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New Castle Town Council Regular Virtual Meeting 1 

Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 7:00 PM 2 

 3 
 4 

Due to concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting was open to  5 

the public as a virtual meeting only. 6 

 7 

To join by computer, smart phone or tablet: 8 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400 9 
 10 

To telephone in: 11 

Please call: 1-346-248-7799 12 

Meeting ID: 709 658 8400 13 

 14 

Call to Order 15 
Mayor A Riddile called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 16 
 17 

Pledge of Allegiance 18 
 19 

Roll Call 20 
 Present Councilor Owens 21 
   Councilor Hazelton 22 

   Mayor A Riddile 23 
   Councilor Copeland 24 

   Councilor Leland 25 
   Councilor G Riddile 26 
 Absent Councilor Mariscal 27 

 28 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Dave Reynolds, Town Clerk 29 

Melody Harrison, Town Treasurer Loni Burk, Town Planner Paul Smith and members of 30 
the public. 31 
 32 

MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to excuse Councilor Mariscal’s 33 
absence. Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  34 

 35 
Meeting Notice 36 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 37 

accordance with Resolution TC 2020-1.  38 
 39 

Conflicts of Interest 40 
There were no conflicts of interest. 41 
 42 

Agenda Changes 43 
There were no agenda changes. 44 

 45 
 46 

 47 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7096588400
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Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 1 
There were no citizen comments. 2 

        3 
  4 
Consultant Reports 5 

Consultant Attorney – not present. 6 
Consultant Engineer – not present. 7 

 8 
 9 
Items for Consideration 10 

 11 
Proclamation Supporting Library Card Sign-Up Month 12 

Town Administrator Dave Reynolds introduced Lisa Girardot, Community Engagement 13 
Coordinator for the Garfield County Library District.  14 
 15 

Ms. Girardot greeted the council and thanked them for the opportunity to speak. She 16 
said that the National Library Association ran a campaign every September to make sure 17 

that everyone had access to everything the library had to offer by making sure everyone 18 
had a library card.  19 

Mayor A Riddile asked how the library had faired through the pandemic.  20 
Ms. Girardot said that libraries had been part of the complete shutdown and they had 21 
been closed for about three months. During that time, they still had online resources 22 

available. She said that had started phase II of reopening that allowed people in to the 23 
building and people seemed to be thrilled.  24 

Mayor A Riddile read the proclamation into the record.  25 
Ms. Girardot thanked the council for the proclamation.  26 
Ms. Girardot told the council that there was a vacancy on the library board for New 27 

Castle, and she wanted to make sure that the town was properly represented. She 28 
asked that if anyone was interested or knew someone who might be to send them her 29 

way.  30 
 31 
Consider Resolution TC 2020-28 - Approving a Conditional Use Permit for a 32 

Quilting Studio on Property Located in the Commercial-1 Zone District 33 
Town Planner Paul Smith told the council that the application was for a conditional use 34 

permit for a 280 square-foot quilting studio on property located in the downtown at 333 35 
W. Main Street. The applicant was Ms. Dara Marquardt.  36 
Planner Smith said that the application met the necessary criteria, and staff felt that it 37 

would be an asset to the downtown.  38 
Ms. Marquardt greeted the council. She told them she was a quilter, and was currently 39 

quilting inside their home. Her quilting machine was in one of their bedrooms and was 40 
approximately twelve feet long. Ms. Marquardt said that the studio would allow her 41 
business to be at the same location as her children, and with the pandemic and school 42 

attendance being questionable that was important. The studio would also remove her 43 
business from the house and allow her family to continue to plan their future there.  44 

Ms. Marquardt showed the council a quilt that she had done. She said that her 45 
customers brought her the top portion of the quilt, and the provided the batting in the 46 
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middle which made the quilt ward, and the backing as well. She stitched everything 1 
together on the quilting machine to make it something that could be used.  2 

Mayor A Riddile asked how many customers Ms. Marquardt had.  3 
Ms. Marquardt said that she had a dedicated client base, but once the pandemic started, 4 
she quit advertising. She said that she had enough to keep her busy and that she had 5 

clients from all over the valley. Ms. Marquardt said she was the only long-arm quilter in 6 
the valley.  7 

Mayor A Riddile told Ms. Marquardt that staff had recommended approval of her 8 
application but that there were some conditions, and he asked if she had any issue with 9 
any of the conditions. Ms. Marquardt said she did not have any issues with the 10 

conditions.  11 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to approve Resolution TC 2020-28, a 12 

Resolution of the New Castle Town Council Approving a Conditional Use Permit 13 
for a Quilting Studio on Property Located in the Commercial-1 Zone District. 14 
Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  15 

 16 
Ms. Marquardt thanked the council and said the Planner Smith had been great to work 17 

with.  18 
Councilor Leland said that Ms. Marquardt’s business was exactly what he felt New Castle 19 

should have because it was unique and innovative and did not compete with businesses 20 
in Rifle or Glenwood Springs. He wished Ms. Marquardt well.  21 
 22 

 23 
Review Updated Strategic Plan 24 

Administrator Reynolds said that at the council retreat, they had reviewed the strategic 25 
plan line by line, and he committed to bring the plan back to the council along with his 26 
notes. He said that if the council agreeable, his notes would be incorporated into the 27 

strategic plan.  28 
Administrator Reynolds and the council reviewed the strategic plan and notes in detail. 29 

 30 
 31 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion at 7:50 p.m. to go into Executive 32 

Session for discussion of a personnel matter under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402 33 
(f)(I) regarding an evaluation of the Town Treasurer and not involving: any 34 

specific employees who have requested discussion of the matter in open 35 
session; any member of this body of any elected official; the appointment of 36 
any person to fill an office of this body or of an elected official; or personnel 37 

policies that do not require the discussion of matters personal to particular 38 
employees. Mayor A Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  39 

 40 
Executive session concluded. 41 

 42 

At the end of the executive session, Mayor A Riddile made the following statement: 43 

 44 

“The time is now 8:06 p.m. and the executive session has been concluded. The 45 

participants in the executive session were: Councilors Owens and Hazelton; Mayor A 46 

Riddile; Councilors Copeland, Leland and G Riddile; Town Administrator Dave Reynolds 47 
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and Town Treasurer Loni Burk. For the record, if any person who participated in the 1 

executive session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in 2 

the motion to go into the executive session occurred during the executive session, or that 3 

any improper action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open 4 

Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your concerns for the record.” 5 

 6 
 7 

Consent Agenda 8 
August 4, 2020 minutes 9 

2 Coronas Hotel & Restaurant Liquor License Renewal 10 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 11 
Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  12 

 13 
 14 

Town Administrator – Administrator Reynolds told the council that there had been a 15 
delay in the LoVa Trail construction. He said there had been complications with the 16 
permitting. Administrator Reynolds said there would be a meeting on October 14 and he 17 

hoped that the permitting issues would be resolved, but it was likely that construction 18 
would be delayed in to 2021. Administrator Reynolds said that the town was able to 19 

lease Coryell Ditch water from Steve Craven. He said it was a bit late on the year, but 20 
there was the potential that Elk Creek water rights with more seniority could be called, 21 
so the lease from Craven secured the town’s ability to obtain water. Administrator 22 

Reynolds said that he and Public Works Director John Wenzel and Utility Supervisor 23 
Daniel Becker would meet the following day with the fire recovery team in regard to the 24 

Grizzly Creek fire and how that will affect water quality in the short and long term. He 25 
said it was fortunate that New Castle did not draw a lot of water from the river. He said 26 
that it would be good to be part of those meetings in case there was ever a fire event in 27 

the town’s watershed. Administrator Reynolds said that he had been working from home 28 
since Labor Day weekend because his grandson and wife both tested positive for COVID. 29 

He said he would be out until the following week. He said he appreciated the council 30 
being patient while he was out of the office.  31 
Councilor Leland asked Administrator Reynolds to tell them about the new parks 32 

manager.  33 
Administrator Reynolds said that the new parks manager was Charlie Moore and he had 34 

a lot of experience working for property management companies. He said that Director 35 
Wenzel was very excited to have Charlie on board.  36 

Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison said that her office had another successful, socially-37 
distanced municipal court the day prior. Clerk Harrison said that they had seen an 38 
increase in interest in the town’s cemetery since New Castle still had plots available and 39 

many other municipalities did not. Clerk Harrison said her office was working on an 40 
application process with the Colorado Bureau of Investigations to receive background 41 

results for liquor applicants. Clerk Harrison said the there was an update for the code 42 
books, and she offered to collect everyone’s book if they wished. Clerk Harrison said that 43 
the ballot box had been received by the county but an install date had not been 44 

scheduled yet, but it would be available for the upcoming election. Clerk Harrison said 45 
she had looked at the tobacco tax issue on the ballot, and all proceeds from that state 46 

tax would be kept by the state of Colorado. Clerk Harrison said that she and her Deputy 47 
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Clerk, Mindy Andis had been attending online classes as they could, and she thanked the 1 
council for that opportunity.  2 

Town Treasurer – Treasurer Burk said that her assistant, Viktoriya Ehlers was doing a 3 
great job. She also said they had a Caselle conference coming up in October that would 4 
be virtual and free, so they were deciding what classes they would attend. Treasurer 5 

Burk said that she had been studying the 2020 budget and there was some 6 
discrepancies in what was budgeted and what was projected. She said that she had 7 

analyzed it and was glad to share the information with anyone who wanted it.  8 
Town Planner – nothing to report. 9 
Public Works Director – not present.  10 

Administrative Assistant Debbie Nichols - Update: Business Assistance Grants 11 
 12 

Commission Reports 13 
Planning & Zoning Commission – nothing to report. 14 
Historic Preservation Commission – nothing to report.  15 

Climate and Environment Commission – Councilor Leland said the commission had put 16 
together several handouts on fire mitigation and fire planning. He said they would be 17 

handing out the information and the community market on Thursday. Councilor Leland 18 
said the commission had also submitted their budget request. Councilor Leland said that 19 

Fire Prevention Chief Orrin Moon would be attending the next CEC meeting because fire 20 
was an environmental issue, so that was CEC’s focus. 21 
Senior Programs – nothing to report. 22 

RFTA – Mayor A Riddile said that Senator Cory Gardner had called him to let him know 23 
that RFTA had received a $13 million dollar grant. Mayor A Riddile said that the exciting 24 

part was that RFTA had also received an FTA grant for $11 million dollars, which meant 25 
they had $24 million dollars to go towards expanding the maintenance facility in 26 
Glenwood Springs.  27 

AGNC – nothing to report. 28 
GCE – Councilor Leland said that GCE had a program called ‘Reenergize” and GCE had a 29 

limited number of $150.00 rebates on Home Energy Audits as well as a $1,500.00 30 
commercial rebate. 31 
EAB – nothing to report.  32 

 33 
Council Comments 34 

Councilor Leland said that there was a new business in town: a sign maker called Cloud 35 
9 Design. They will be opening an office and it will double-duty as a pet supply store. 36 
The shop will be on Main Street and will open in November.  37 

Councilor Leland said that the house next door to Hogback Pizza was now a Bed & 38 
Breakfast.  39 

Councilor Leland said that Tapatios in the City Market Plaza was getting great reviews.  40 
Councilor G Riddile shared a very rough draft of the new trails map. He said it was a bit 41 
blurry and some of the names were still being determined. Councilor G Riddile said that 42 

the network was essentially doubling. He also said that New Castle Trails was still 43 
working on trail building and working with private landowners. He said there would be 44 

more to come.  45 
Mayor A Riddile said that the town clean up would be October 16 and 17.  46 
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Mayor A Riddile said that the Community Market would be on Thursday from 4:30 to 1 
7:30 and he asked if the council members could be there because it was the only 2 

community market there would be.  3 
 4 
MOTION: Mayor A Riddile made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Hazelton 5 

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  6 
 7 

Respectfully submitted, 8 
 9 
 10 

 11 
              12 

       Mayor A Riddile 13 
 14 
 15 

 16 
       17 

Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 18 
 19 
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