
 (ACT) ACTION NEEDED 
(INF) INFORMATION ONLY 

(DIS) DISCRETIONARY 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOUSING COMMISSION 
CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025 AT 4:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1111 BAILEY AVE, NEEDLES 

 

THE PUBLIC MAY  ATTEND VIA TEAMS OR IN PERSON  
AND MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS IN WRITING PRIOR TO NOON ON THE DAY OF THE  

MEETING BY EMAILING cclark@cityofneedles.com 

TO JOIN THE LIVE TEAMS MEETING: log into the City of Needles website at www.cityofneedles.com 
to access the agenda and Click here to join the meeting  

If asked, enter the following:  Meeting ID:  758 147 181#  
OR listen in and participate by calling Teams:  1-323-488-2227 - Meeting ID: 758 147 181# 

The meetings are being recorded. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CORRESPONDENCE  
INTRODUCTIONS  

AS A COURTESY TO THOSE IN ATTENDANCE, WE WOULD ASK THAT CELL PHONES BE TURNED OFF OR 
SET IN THEIR SILENT MODE. THANK YOU 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - Persons wishing to address the Commissioners on subjects other than those 
scheduled are requested to do so at this time.  When called by the Chair, please announce your name and 
address for the record.  In order to conduct a timely meeting, a three-minute time limit per person has been 
established by Municipal Code Section 2-18.  Amendments to the California Government Code Section 54950 
prohibits the Commissioners from taking action on a specific item until it appears on the agenda. 

REGULAR ITEMS 

1. Housing Authority Update (INF) 

2. Approve the Minutes of July 23, 2025 (ACT) 

3. Primary Fencing Project Update (INF) 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 
City Manager's Report for the weeks of October 3 and 10, 2025 

ADJOURNMENT 

INTERNET ACCESS TO HOUSING COMMISSION AGENDAS AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE 
PRIOR TO HOUSING COMMISSION MEETINGS AT: http://www.cityofneedles.com 

Posted:  October 16, 2025 

SB 343 - DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS - Any public record, relating to an open session 
agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to a meeting is available for public inspection at the Needles 
Administrative Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA 92363. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact Angelica Deermer, Housing Manager, at (760) 326-3222.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable 
the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title I  

I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing Agenda was posted 
at the front entrance of City Hall not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

Dated this 16th day of  October, 2025      

/s/      Candace Clark, CPMC, CMC, City Clerk 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjA3ZThiNzQtZWRlYS00MDc4LTlkZWMtZWE5MTgwYmMyZTgy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22122d165f-47c1-4908-b035-72e1a32e4a69%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22dcd15505-7f17-437d-ad1e-43802cb2e80b%22%7d


City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 CITY COUNCIL   HOUSING COMMISSION  Regular  Special 

Meeting Date: October 22, 2025  

Title: Housing Authority of the City of Needles Update 

Background:  

 Public Housing Vacancies and Transfers: 
o Current Vacancies: 3 out of 52 units.
o Families Awaiting Transfers:2
o Families Selected for Consideration from Waiting List: 1

Housing Choice Vouchers (HCV): 
o Open and Pending Eligibility: 0 out of 23 allocated vouchers.
o Leased Up: 22
o Issued: 3
o Open:0

Veteran Affairs Supportive Housing (VASH) Vouchers: 
o Open and Pending Eligibility: 12 out of 30 allocated vouchers.
o Referrals Received from VA Loma Linda: 2
o Leased Up: 10
o Issued: 7

Public Housing Waiting List: 
o Applicants on the waiting list: 89
o Always open for applications.
o Allows the public to submit applications for future selection and consideration.

Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Waiting List: 
o Applicants on the waiting list: 52
o Opened July 1, 2024 – CLOSED July 31, 2024
o Public submitted applications for future selection and consideration.

Attached Exhibits: 

Exhibit A: October 13, 2025 Voucher Statistics Form 

Fiscal Impact: NONE 

Environmental Impact: NONE 

Recommended Action: Informational Only 

Submitted By:  Angelica Deermer, HACN Housing Manager 

City Manager Approval:  Date: 

Other Department Approval (when required): Date: 

10/16/25Acting City Manager 
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HACN PubliC HousiNg / VouCHer stAtistiCs 

oCtober 2025 

 

Public Housing = 52 units, 3 current vacancies 
 

104- Vacated 6/10/2024* 
 
 

106- Vacated 7/1/2024* 
 
 

212- Vacated 3/14/2025* 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Units are under modification due to 
extensive repair/renovation 

 

Current PH family awaiting transfer 
 
 
Current PH family awaiting transfer 
 
 
Waitlist admission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Units to be transferred 

N/A 

HUD allocated HCV Vouchers = 23 

HCV Vouchers leased up = 22 

 

HCV Vouchers issued = 3* **   

 

HCV Vouchers open = 0 

 

*Port in Vouchers= 2 

**Port out Vouchers=1 

 

 

HUD allocated VASH Vouchers =30 

VASH Vouchers leased up = 10 

 

VASH Vouchers issued = 7* 

 

VASH vouchers open =12 

 

VASH Referrals =1 

 

*VASH Port-outs=5 

      

 

 

Current Waitlist Applicants  

Public Housing: 89 HCV: 52 
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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOUSING COMMISSION 

CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2025, AT 4:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1111 BAILEY AVE, NEEDLES 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Mauer called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

ROLL CALL  

PRESENT 

Commissioner Patrick McCaffrey 

Commissioner Deana Tucker 

Chair Chris Mauer 

Commissioner Tamera Kissell 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Led by Chair Mauer 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Kissell, second by Commissioner Tucker, to approve the agenda. 

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners McCaffrey, Tucker, Chair Mauer, Commissioner Kissell 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  None 

 Abstain:  None 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST - None 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 

INTRODUCTIONS – Chair Mauer acknowledged Council Member Larry Ford in attendance. 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE – None 

REGULAR ITEMS 

1. Housing Authority City of Needles Update - given by Housing Manager Angelica Deermer 

2. Approve the Minutes of April 23, 2025 

Commissioner Tucker made a motion, second by Commissioner Kissell, to approve the Minutes of 

April 23, 2025. Motion carried by the following roll call vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners McCaffrey, Tucker, Chair Mauer, Commissioner Kissell 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  None 

 Abstain:  None 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS – None 

CITY MANAGER REPORT - given by Housing Manager Deermer the weeks of July 4 and 11, 2025. 

ADJOURNMENT - Chair Mauer adjourned the meeting at 4:14 pm 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  

   Chair Chris Mauer                                                   City Clerk Candace Clark  

Item 2.



City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
  

 CITY COUNCIL   HOUSING COMMISSION                            Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: October 22, 2025     
 
 Title: Housing Authority of the City of Needles – Primary Fencing Project Update 
 
 Background:  On May 27, 2025, the City Council awarded the Needles Housing Authority 
(HACN) Primary Fencing Project to Golden West Fence for a total project cost of $230,605. The project 
scope includes removal of existing walls and installation of approximately 1,500 linear feet of 6-foot 
wrought iron fencing along J Street, Balboa Street, and Bailey Avenue. 
 
Following the award, staff identified the need for additional fencing and gates along Bailey Avenue. On 
August 12, 2025, the City Council approved Change Order No. 1, which increased the total project cost  
by $2,494.77 for a new total of $233,099.77. The change order was funded through the project 
contingency of $30,078.45 and $2,494.77 of FY 2025 HACN Capital Funds. 
 
Construction started on Oct 13, 2025, and is anticipated to be completed by mid-November.  The project 
is part of the 2020–2025 5-Year Plan and was required to be awarded before the end of FY 2025 (June 
30, 2025). 
 
 Attached Exhibits:  Fencing Site Plan 

  Change Order No.1 
 

 Fiscal Impact: NONE 
 
 Environmental Impact:  NONE  

 
 Recommended Action: Informational Only 
  
 

 Submitted By: Angelica Deermer, HACN Housing Manager 
 
 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 

10/16/2025Acting City Manager 
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City of Needles
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan 
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell
Councilmember Tona Belt

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake
Councilmember Larry Ford

City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:         HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 

DATE:     October 03, 2025 

1. Assemblymember Gonzalez Needles Visit
The City of Needles was pleased to welcome Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez
for the second time in as many weeks, as he returned to host community
meetings at the historic El Garces. Assemblymember Gonzalez — who serves
as Vice Chair of the Assembly Committees on Military and Veterans Affairs and
on Water, Parks, and Wildlife — commended Needles for its positive progress
and emphasized the importance of working together to build a stronger
community for residents. City officials, staff, and community members gathered
to discuss local priorities and hear updates on legislative initiatives impacting
Needles. This visit directly supported the City Council’s goal of fostering civic
engagement and strengthening partnerships with state leaders. The City
sincerely thanks Assemblymember Gonzalez for spending the day in Needles,
engaging with local leaders, and meaningfully connecting with our community. A
special thank you is also extended to the City staff — including Parks &
Recreation, Public Works, and supporting departments — whose efforts
ensured the success of these meetings.

2. Supporting Housing & Healthcare: Assemblymember Gonzalez Site Visits
Today, Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez toured key sites in Needles, including
the Colorado River Medical Center, highlighting the vital role rural hospitals play
in supporting community health and economic stability. He also visited the River
Valley Inn, once a blighted motor inn and now transformed into 29 affordable
micro-apartments through a partnership between the City, the State of
California, and developer Armen Ghadimian, supported by $410,000 in
Prohousing Incentive Program state housing funds. This work advances the City
Council’s goals to expand quality housing, strengthen essential services, and
build a resilient, healthy community for residents. During the visit,
Assemblymember Gonzalez presented Mr. Ghadimian with a proclamation
recognizing this milestone. A ribbon cutting is scheduled for next month, with
more information to follow — see the attached photo for a glimpse of the event.

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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3. ICSC Western Conference – Palm Springs 

This week, Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell, Councilmember Jamie McCorkle, and 
the City Manager represented Needles at the 2025 ICSC Western Conference 
in Palm Springs. With a regional population of 146,500, more than 23,000 
vehicles traveling Interstate 40 daily, and a growing tourism and industrial base, 
Needles is well positioned for new investment. The delegation met with 
developers, retailers, and investors to market key properties, highlight riverfront 
recreation and hospitality opportunities, and attract growth that will help fill 
vacancies, bring new amenities, and strengthen Needles’ standing as a pro-
growth destination in the Southwest. While in the desert, City officials also met 
with Congressman Raul Ruiz and his staff to discuss ways to collaborate on 
improving the quality of life for Needles residents, including advancing 
behavioral health resources and veterans’ services. These conversations and 
connections will help position the City for new partnerships and support future 
community needs. 
 

4. Monster Truck Insanity – Next Level Tour 
The Monster Truck Insanity Next Level Tour is coming to the Needles Rodeo 
Grounds on November 7–8, 2025, bringing high-energy motorsports and family-
friendly entertainment to our community. Fans will experience monster truck 
freestyle competitions, the free pre-show Insanity Fest meet-and-greet, and 
rides in a real monster truck, with showtime at 7:00 PM. This event supports the 
City Council’s goals to position Needles as a regional recreation and tourism 
destination and to drive local economic activity by attracting visitors who support 
area businesses. Residents and visitors are encouraged to purchase their 
tickets today by clicking on this link and enjoy an action-packed weekend in 
Needles. Refer to the attached Flyer for event details. 
 

5. Urban Land Institute (ULI) Technical Assistance Program Presentation  
The City of Needles was honored to be selected as one of only six cities in 
California and Nevada to participate in the Urban Land Institute (ULI) California–
Nevada Technical Assistance Program (TAP), a fully grant-funded initiative led 
by ULI Orange County/Inland Empire (ULI OCIE). Over the past several days, a 
volunteer panel of real estate and land use experts has met with local 
stakeholders to craft actionable strategies for housing and economic growth, 
infrastructure improvements, climate resilience (extreme heat, drought, seismic 
risks), and community safety — all of which directly support the City Council’s 
long-term goals for sustainable growth and resilience. The Mayor, City Council, 
and members of the public are invited to attend the panel’s presentation of 
recommendations on Tuesday, October 7, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. at the El Garces 
Hotel. 

 
6. Needles Pride Program & Infrastructure Improvements 

The Needles Pride Program continues to unite residents, property owners, and 
businesses in a shared effort to beautify neighborhoods, promote civic pride, 
and support property maintenance. Alongside these community-driven efforts, 
the City remains committed to investing in critical infrastructure, public safety, 

https://www.insanitytour.com/needles
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and enhanced public spaces. This week, Public Works completed ADA sidewalk 
repairs and replacements near the southwest corner of Broadway and I Street, 
performed pothole maintenance along D Street, Larchwood, and in Chesney’s, 
and removed weeds and cleaned Bob Belt Beach Park to maintain safe, 
welcoming riverfront access. City Parks staff also overseeded Manny Morris 
Park and Nikki Bunch Park in preparation for the cooler season; the new seed is 
expected to sprout in 7–10 days. Meanwhile, the Electric Department repaired 
streetlights at the Wagon Wheel near the Shell station and installed additional 
LED lighting at Jack Smith Park as part of its ongoing lighting improvement 
program, which will continue as supplies allow. Residents can report concerns 
by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect app on 
Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). Together, we’re building a 
safer, stronger Needles! 
 

7. Upcoming Event: Fall 2025 Vaccination & Licensing Clinic 
This is a reminder that the City of Needles Animal Shelter will host its Fall 2025 
Vaccination & Licensing Clinic on Saturday, November 15, 2025, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at 1662 Flip Mendez Parkway. PetSmart Veterinary Services (Dr. 
Joseph Velasco) will provide rabies, DA2PP (dogs), FVRCP (cats), Bordetella, 
rattlesnake vaccinations, and microchipping. City pet licenses will be available at 
special event rates: $15 (altered) / $25 (unaltered). Please remind residents to 
keep cats in carriers and dogs on leashes. For questions, call (760) 326-4952. 
This clinic supports the City Council’s priorities on public health, animal welfare, 
and responsible pet ownership. See the attached flyer for details. 

 
8. Needles Housing Authority – Security Fencing Project Update 

This week, the Needles Housing Authority (HACN) began construction on its 
Security Fencing Project, awarded to Golden West Fence for a total project cost 
of $233,000 funded through HACN Capital Funds. The project will install 
approximately 1,500 linear feet of new wrought iron fencing along J Street, 
Balboa Street, and Bailey Avenue to enhance the security of Housing Authority 
property. During initial demolition, staff identified existing wall and sidewalk 
conditions that were not fully apparent until removal began. To remain within 
budget while maintaining the planned level of security, the project design was 
adjusted to incorporate the structurally sound existing wall, with areas in need of 
grout or repair to be addressed as part of the work. Construction is now actively 
underway and will continue over the coming weeks. Refer to the attached 
photos for current project progress 
 

9. City Staff End-of-Summer Safety Celebration 
City staff gathered this week for an End-of-Summer Safety BBQ to celebrate a 
successful summer season marked by limited workplace incidents and a strong 
commitment to safety. Maintaining a safe and prepared workforce is critical to 
the City Council’s goals of providing reliable services, protecting public 
resources, and fostering a positive, high-performing work environment. This 
event recognized the dedication of employees across all departments who kept 
operations running smoothly and safely during one of the City’s busiest times of 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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the year, ensuring essential services continued without disruption to the 
community. Refer to the attached image for a glimpse of the event.  

 
10. Rivers Edge Golf Course — Season Reopening 

The Rivers Edge Golf Course officially reopened for the season today, Friday, 
October 3. Building on last year’s successful return, the course is once again 
welcoming golfers of all levels to enjoy Needles’ premier riverfront fairways. Tee 
times are now available at regular seasonal rates, offering residents and visitors 
one of our community’s most scenic recreational amenities. This reopening 
continues the City’s efforts to revitalize local amenities and strengthen Needles’ 
position as a destination for outdoor recreation and leisure. 
 

11. Needles Holiday Fun Fair & Lighted Parade 
The City of Needles, in partnership with the Needles Youth Development and 
Education Foundation, Needles Community Partners, and the Needles Chamber 
of Commerce, will host the annual Needles Holiday Fun Fair & Lighted Parade 
on Saturday, December 6, 2025. Festivities will take place on Broadway 
between D and F Street and inside the Palo Verde College Needles Center from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (CA Time), featuring vendors, crafts, music, games, Pee 
Wee Races, and a performance by Dance Trax 51. The celebration will 
conclude with the beloved Lighted Parade at 5:00 p.m. This year’s theme is “It’s 
a Snoopy Christmas on Rt. 66, Charlie Brown!” For additional details, please 
refer to the attached flyer or contact Gina McGee at 760-985-4050. 
 

12. Celebrate 70 Years of Mustang Tradition: NHS Homecoming 2025 
Next week, Needles High School will celebrate its 70th annual Homecoming 
beginning Thursday, October 9, 2025, with the Mustang Drive at 5:30 PM, 
followed by the Community Pep Rally at 6:00 PM and the Senior Class Bonfire 
at 7:00 PM. The celebration continues on Friday, October 10, with a Pep Rally 
at 11:30 AM, Coronation at 1:00 PM, the Homecoming Parade at 1:45 PM, and 
the Varsity Football Homecoming Game vs. Lincoln at 7:00 PM. For a full 
schedule of Homecoming Week activities — including student events and 
Saturday’s Homecoming Dance — please refer to the attached flyer. 
 

13. River Floats Show N’ Shine – October 11, 2025 
This Saturday, the Needles Marina Resort will host the 4th Annual River Floats 
Show N’ Shine, running from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM with boat arrivals beginning at 
7:00 AM. This popular event showcases race and custom-built boats, drawing 
boating enthusiasts, visitors, and local families to the Colorado River waterfront. 
At 12:45 PM, participants will “run and roar” their boats for spectators, creating 
an exciting experience for attendees. Events like this directly support the City 
Council’s goals to enhance tourism, activate the riverfront, and foster a family-
friendly community atmosphere while promoting local businesses and hospitality 
services. See attached flyer for event details. 
 

14. Needles Branch Library – Book Club 
The Needles Branch Library has launched its weekly Book Club, supporting the 
City Council’s goal of enhancing quality of life by fostering literacy, cultural 
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enrichment, and community connection. The first program will take place on 
Monday, October 20, 2025, featuring The Butcher and the Wren by Alaina 
Urquhart. Meetings will continue every Monday from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., providing 
residents a welcoming space to read, reflect, and engage in meaningful 
discussion. Upcoming titles and dates are listed on the attached flyer, inviting 
residents of all ages to participate and strengthen community ties through 
shared learning. 

 
15. Community Events Calendar Now Live 

The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—your 
go-to source for what’s happening in Needles. From festivals to meetings, it’s 
designed to keep residents and visitors connected. Local organizations are 
invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s Office to keep the 
calendar fresh and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Together, we can showcase the best 
of Needles, strengthen community spirit, and make it easier than ever to stay 
informed. The calendar can also be downloaded directly to your phone. 

 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/


1. ASSEMBLYMAN GONZALEZ COMMUNITY MEETING







2. ASSEMBLYMAN GONZALEZ SITE VISITS



3. ICSC WESTERN CONFERENCE



3. ICSC WESTERN CONFERENCE



4. MONSTER TRUCK INSANITY TOUR 



5. ULI CA-NV TA LEADERSHIP EXCHANGE



6. NEEDLES BEAUTIFICATION



6. NEEDLES BEAUTIFICATION



6. NEEDLES BEAUTIFICATION



7. ANIMAL SHELTER FALL EVENT



8. HACN SECURITY WALL PROJECT



9. STAFF SAFETY MEETING



10. GOLF COURSE REOPENING 



11. HOLIDAY FUN FAIR



12. 2025 HOMECOMING



13. 4th ANNUAL RIVER FLOAT EVENT



14. NEEDLES LIBRARY BOOK CLUB
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City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765 

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan  
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell 
Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle  
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 
Councilmember Larry Ford 

 
City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

   
   

 
MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         October 10, 2025 
  

 
1. Needles Honored with Helen Putnam Award at Cal Cities Conference  

From October 8–10, 2025, Mayor Janet Jernigan, Councilmember JoAnne 
Pogue, and City Manager Patrick Martinez represented the City of Needles at 
the League of California Cities Annual Conference, where Needles was honored 
with the 2025 Helen Putnam Award for Excellence. Presented annually by the 
League, the award recognizes cities for innovative programs that enhance 
community well-being and service delivery. Needles received this distinction in 
the Public Works, Infrastructure, and Transportation category for the Bob Belt 
Beach Park Project — a Clean California-funded transformation of a once-
underutilized riverfront into a safe, shaded, and ADA-accessible public space 
that fosters recreation and community pride. As award winners, the City hosted 
a booth at the conference, providing an opportunity to share Needles’ story of 
innovation, resilience, and community revitalization with leaders from across 
California. The official press release is available here, and the award 
presentation can be viewed here. 
 

2. City of Needles Featured in PublicCEO for Innovation and Excellence 
The City of Needles was featured twice this week in PublicCEO, a statewide 
publication highlighting innovation and leadership in local government. The first 
article, published in PublicCEO’s special League of California Cities Conference 
edition, recognized Needles’ 2025 Helen Putnam Award for Excellence for the 
Bob Belt Beach Park Project. The feature celebrated the City’s transformation of 
a once-underutilized riverfront into a safe, shaded, and ADA-accessible public 
space that promotes recreation and community pride. (Here is the link to the 
article: City of Needles Receives Helen Putnam Award for Bob Belt Beach Park 
Project).The second article highlighted the City’s redesigned website, developed 
in partnership with Tripepi Smith, which enhances accessibility, usability, and 
alignment with the City’s goals for transparency and community engagement. 
(Here is the link to the article: City of Needles Launches Redesigned Website 
with Tripepi Smith Support). 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://www.calcities.org/home/post/2025/10/09/eleven-cities-receive-helen-putnam-award-for-excellence-for-outstanding-programs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXbFze5i8Ac
https://www.publicceo.com/2025/10/city-of-needles-receives-helen-putnam-award-for-bob-belt-beach-park-project/
https://www.publicceo.com/2025/10/city-of-needles-receives-helen-putnam-award-for-bob-belt-beach-park-project/
https://www.publicceo.com/2025/10/city-of-needles-launches-redesigned-website-with-tripepi-smith-support/
https://www.publicceo.com/2025/10/city-of-needles-launches-redesigned-website-with-tripepi-smith-support/
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These statewide features directly support the City Council’s goals to enhance 
public communication, improve access to City services, and invest in quality-of-
life projects that strengthen community identity and attract visitors to Needles. 
 

3. City Manager Participates in California City Management Foundation Panel  
City Manager Patrick Martinez was honored to serve as a panelist at the 2025 
League of California Cities Annual Conference, participating in the California 
City Management Foundation’s (CCMF) session titled “Reframing Career 
Challenges as Leadership Milestones.” The panel, moderated by El Cerrito City 
Manager Karen Pinkos, also included Alexa Davis, Assistant City Manager of 
Rolling Hills Estates, and Bret Prebula, City Manager of Suisun City. Drawing 
from Needles’ real-world experience, Martinez shared how city leaders can turn 
organizational challenges into opportunities for growth, resilience, and stronger 
team culture — emphasizing that “communication is leadership.” Participation in 
this statewide forum directly supports the City Council’s goals of advancing 
professional excellence, fostering effective leadership, and promoting a culture 
of continuous improvement across all departments. The full CCMF event 
announcement is available here. 

 
4. Urban Land Institute (ULI) Technical Assistance Panel in Needles 

The City of Needles was honored to host the Urban Land Institute (ULI) 
California–Nevada Technical Assistance Program (TAP), one of only six cities 
selected statewide for this fully grant-funded initiative. Led by ULI Orange 
County/Inland Empire and supported by the Randall Lewis Center for 
Sustainability in Real Estate, the panel of experts provided strategic guidance 
on housing, economic development, and climate resilience. Their presentation, 
“Heat and Housing in Needles,” outlined actionable steps to attract investment, 
address extreme heat, and enhance community livability — aligning with the 
City Council’s goals for sustainable growth and resilient infrastructure. The City 
extends its appreciation to the TAP panel — including Kendra Chandler, Karen 
Gulley, Scott Naples, Tammy Seale, Tom Grable, Matthew Romero, Adam 
Seidman, Kelly Annis, and Mallory Belknap — for their time, expertise, and 
commitment to the future of Needles. Please refer to the attached presentation 
for discussion topics and preliminary findings; the final report will be distributed 
in November.  
 

5. Needles Pride Program & Infrastructure Improvements 
The Needles Pride Program brings together residents, property owners, and 
businesses to beautify neighborhoods, promote civic pride, and support property 
maintenance. The City continues to invest in infrastructure, public safety, and 
enhanced public spaces through ongoing beautification and improvement 
projects. As part of these efforts, new custom decorative light fixtures for 
Broadway and Santa Fe Park were delivered this week, with installation 
scheduled to begin immediately. These fixtures will enhance the aesthetics and 
nighttime visibility of the downtown corridor, reinforcing the City’s commitment to 
creating a welcoming, vibrant, and well-lit community. Residents can report 
concerns by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect app 
on Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). Together, we’re 

https://www.cacitymanagers.org/ccmf-to-host-panels-at-the-2025-league-of-california-annual-conference-and-2025-icma-annual-conference/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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building a safer, stronger Needles! Refer to the attached images for a preview of 
the new lights. 
 

6. River’s Edge Golf Course – Restaurant Improvement Project 
Construction is scheduled to begin next week on the City’s facility improvement 
project at the River’s Edge Golf Course, located at 144 Marina Drive. The 90-
day project represents a significant investment in Needles’ tourism corridor 
along the Colorado River, advancing the City’s long-term strategy to enhance 
recreation, hospitality, and economic activity in this destination area. The 
improvements include major upgrades to the restaurant and kitchen facilities to 
meet San Bernardino County Health Department standards, ensuring the site’s 
long-term viability and improved service for residents, visitors, and golfers. The 
project is being completed in partnership with 19th Hole Bar & Grill, LLC under a 
newly approved 10-year lease, which secures ongoing restaurant operations 
and provides a steady revenue stream for the City. This investment strengthens 
one of Needles’ most valuable community assets on the Colorado River and 
directly supports the City Council’s goal of reinvesting in tourism-focused 
infrastructure to promote sustainable local growth. During construction, the bar 
area will remain open while the kitchen is temporarily closed. 
 

7. Double Ten Day Flag-Raising Ceremony – 52nd Anniversary 
On October 10, 2025, the City of Needles proudly celebrated the 52nd 
anniversary of its annual Double Ten Day flag-raising ceremony at the historic 
Needles Courthouse. The event honors the National Day of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) and continues a tradition that began in 1972, symbolizing 
Needles’ enduring commitment to cultural exchange and international friendship. 
The ceremony featured the Republic of China Air Force Veterans Color Guard 
and was attended by representatives from the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Office in Los Angeles, along with City, County, and community dignitaries. City 
officials in attendance included Mayor Janet Jernigan, Councilmembers Henry 
Longbrake and JoAnne Pogue, and City staff. With the exception of one 
interruption following 9/11, this cherished tradition has been held for more than 
five decades, reflecting Needles’ lasting connection to the global community. 
Please refer to the attached images for highlights from the ceremony. 
 

8. 2025 State of the City – Now Available Online 
The City of Needles’ 2025 State of the City presentation is now available for 
viewing on the City’s newly redesigned website. Click here to watch the full 
presentation. Held on September 25 in partnership with the Needles Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitor Center, this year’s State of the City carried the theme 
“From Planning to Progress,” highlighting the City’s growth and momentum 
driven by the collaboration of the City Council, staff, local businesses, and 
residents. Mayor Janet Jernigan highlighted key achievements, including a 91% 
increase in citywide property values since 2017, more than $10 million 
reinvested in streets, water systems, and safe drinking water, and the 
transformation of parks such as Duke Watkins Park and Bob Belt Beach Park — 
the latter recognized as the APWA Project of the Year. The program also 
celebrated new housing solutions, including 29 affordable micro-units converted 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57rsX56BrsI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57rsX56BrsI
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from the former River Valley Inn Motel, expanded HUD-VASH veteran housing, 
and continued economic growth supported by tourism and more than 600 new 
jobs in the City’s emerging industries. With major infrastructure investments 
underway and the Route 66 Centennial on the horizon, Needles continues to 
build a stronger, more resilient community. 
 

9. Final Reminder – Resume Building Workshop at Palo Verde College 
Final reminder: Palo Verde College Needles Center will host a Resume Building 
Workshop on Wednesday, October 15, 2025, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 725 
W. Broadway Street, Needles. Led by Artemiza Lujano, this free session will 
help participants craft professional, tailored resumes that highlight their 
strengths and meet employer expectations. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
a current resume, but those without one will create one during the workshop. 
For more information, contact artemiza.lujano@paloverde.edu or call 760-921-
5448. 
 

10. Mobile Dental Clinic at Colorado River Medical Center 
The City of Needles is pleased to share that the San Bernardino County 
Department of Public Health will return to Needles with its Mobile Dental Clinic 
from October 20–24, 2025, in the parking lot of the Colorado River Medical 
Center, 1401 Bailey Avenue. The clinic will offer screenings, exams, cleanings, 
fillings, limited root canal treatments, and other essential dental services for 
Medi-Cal recipients and uninsured residents, expanding access to vital 
healthcare in our community. Appointments are strongly recommended and can 
be scheduled by calling 1 (800) 722-4777 (press 5). Additional information is 
available at dph.sbcounty.gov/clinics. The City extends its appreciation to San 
Bernardino County for their continued partnership and commitment to 
community wellness, as this initiative directly supports the City Council’s goal of 
improving quality of life by expanding access to essential healthcare services. 
Refer to the attached flyer for details and clinic hours. 
 

11. Discover IE Tri-State Route 66 Media Delegation Visit 
The City of Needles will be featured as part of the Discover Inland Empire Pre-
ITF (Taipei International Travel Fair) Route 66 Tri-State Media Delegation Visit 
from October 13–18, 2025. Organized in partnership with Ontario International 
Airport and Taiwan’s China Airlines, the program will highlight key destinations 
along Route 66 ahead of the Taipei International Travel Fair — one of Asia’s 
largest travel expos. The media delegation will visit Needles on October 17 to 
tour historic landmarks, including the Needles Museum and Wagon Wheel sign, 
promoting the city’s role as California’s eastern gateway on Route 66. This 
initiative offers valuable international exposure and aligns with the City Council’s 
goals of advancing tourism, economic development, and regional collaboration. 
 

12. Celebrate 70 Years of Mustang Tradition – NHS Homecoming 2025 
Needles High School (NHS) proudly celebrates its 70th annual Homecoming 
this week. The festivities kicked off with the Mustang Drive and spirited 
Community Pep Rally, followed by the traditional Senior Class Bonfire. Earlier 
today, the Homecoming Parade filled the streets with school pride and 

https://dph.sbcounty.gov/clinics
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community spirit as residents, alumni, and students came together to celebrate 
decades of Mustang tradition. Tonight, the NHS Mustangs take on Lincoln at 
7:00 PM. Congratulations to this year’s Homecoming Grand Marshal and to all 
those who helped make this milestone celebration a success.  

 
13. Community Events Calendar Now Live 

The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—your 
go-to source for what’s happening in Needles. From festivals to meetings, it’s 
designed to keep residents and visitors connected. Local organizations are 
invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s Office to keep the 
calendar fresh and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Together, we can showcase the best 
of Needles, strengthen community spirit, and make it easier than ever to stay 
informed. The calendar can also be downloaded directly to your phone. 

 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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