
 (ACT) ACTION NEEDED 
(INF) INFORMATION ONLY 

(DIS) DISCRETIONARY 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  
CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 04, 2026 AT 4:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 1111 BAILEY AVE., NEEDLES 

 

THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TEAMS OR IN PERSON  
AND MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS IN WRITING PRIOR TO NOON ON THE DAY OF THE  

MEETING BY EMAILING cclark@cityofneedles.com 

TO JOIN THE LIVE TEAMS MEETING: log into the City of Needles website at www.cityofneedles.com to access 
the agenda and Click here to join the meeting 

If asked, enter the following:  Meeting ID:  246 593 229#   
OR listen in and participate by calling Teams:  1-323-488-2227 - Meeting ID: 246 593 229# 

The meetings are being recorded. 
CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CORRESPONDENCE  
INTRODUCTIONS  

AS A COURTESY TO THOSE IN ATTENDANCE, WE WOULD ASK THAT CELL PHONES BE TURNED OFF OR SET IN THEIR 
SILENT MODE. THANK YOU 

PRESENTATIONS 
(A ten-minute time limit per presentation has been established per Municipal Code Section 2-18.) 

1. Development Services Workshop – Permit Review Process Overview: Development Services will host a workshop 
to provide an overview of the general review process for typical permit applications. The workshop will offer 
Commissioners the opportunity to better understand the process flow, review current permit turnaround times, 
and enhance their knowledge of permit issuance procedures. 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - Persons wishing to address the Commissioners on subjects other than those scheduled are 
requested to do so at this time.  When called by the Chair, please announce your name and address for the record.  In 
order to conduct a timely meeting, a three-minute time limit per person has been established by Municipal Code Section 
2-18.  Amendments to the California Government Code Section 54950 prohibits the Commissioners from taking action 
on a specific item until it appears on the agenda. 

REGULAR ITEMS 

2. Approve the Minutes of February 4, 2026 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager Reports for the weeks of February 13 and 20, 2026 

ADJOURNMENT 

INTERNET ACCESS TO PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDAS AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE PRIOR TO 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS AT: http://www.cityofneedles.com 

Posted:  February 24, 2026 

SB 343 - DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS - Any public record, relating to an open session agenda 
item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to a meeting is available for public inspection at the Needles Administrative 
Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA 92363. 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact Candace Clark, City Clerk, at (760) 326-2113 ext 133.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the 
City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title II) 
I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing Agenda was posted at 
the front entrance of City Hall not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

Dated this 24th day of February, 2026   

/s/      Candace Clark, CPMC, CMC, City Clerk 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjdmYjNiNzQtZGVlNy00OWJkLTgyN2UtMzE5MTliZTNiMzc4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22122d165f-47c1-4908-b035-72e1a32e4a69%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22dcd15505-7f17-437d-ad1e-43802cb2e80b%22%7d
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M I N U T E S  

REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  

CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2025, AT 4:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1111 BAILEY AVE., NEEDLES 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Wright called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM 

Chair Wright called for a vote to excuse the absence of Commissioner Bosboom.  

Commissioner Bosboom’s excused absence was approved by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioners Ostby and Cox 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioner Bosboom 

 Abstain:  None 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 

Commissioner Owen Long 

Commissioner Barbara Beard 

Commissioner Joe Payson  

Chair Michael Wright 

Commissioner Kevin Ostby  

Commissioner Allen Cox 

ABSENT 

Commissioner Will Bosboom  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Led by Chair Wright 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Ostby made a motion, second by Commissioner Payson, to approve the agenda.  

Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioners Ostby and Cox 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioner Bosboom 

 Abstain:  None 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST - None 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 

INTRODUCTIONS – Chair Wright acknowledged Mayor Jernigan in attendance. 

OATH OF OFFICE 

City Clerk Candace Clark administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed Planning Commissioner Allen 

Cox. 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. City Planner Romero presented a PowerPoint on Planning Commission roles and responsibilities  

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - None 

REGULAR ITEMS 

2. Approve the Minutes of December 3, 2026   

Commissioner Long made a motion, second by Commissioner Beard, to approve the minutes of 

December 3, 2025. Motion carried by the following vote: 

Agenda Item #2.
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 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioners Ostby and Cox 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioner Bosboom 

 Abstain:  None 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

Commissioner Long asked about Form 700 filing requirements. City Clerk responded. 

Commissioner Beard expressed concern about the tribal contractors who are installing fiber optics and 

asked staff about easement rights. City Manager Martinez responded. 

Commissioner Payson had no requests. 

Commissioner Ostby announced that he will be retiring and his last meeting will be on March 4, 2026. 

Commissioner Cox spoke about egress, right of way and Public Utility Easement (PUE) rights, in response to 

Commissioner Beard’s questions.  

Chair Wright reported on the museum and encouraged residents to visit. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager's Report for the weeks of January 16 and 23, 2026, given by City Manager Martinez. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Wright called for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Long made a motion, second by 

Commissioner Ostby. Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:06 PM 

 

 

             

   Chair Michael Wright                                                     City Clerk Candace Clark 

 

 

 

 

  

Agenda Item #2.
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City of Needles
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan 
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell
Councilmember Tona Belt

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake
Councilmember Larry Ford

City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:         HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 

DATE:     February 13, 2026 

1. Pavement Management Program Progress – Phase V
This week, community members, City officials, and City staff gathered to
celebrate the ribbon cutting of the Phase V Street Paving Improvements Project,
continuing the City’s long-term investment in critical infrastructure. Phase V
includes improvements to Parkway Street, Lillyhill Drive, Coronado Street,
Cortez Street, Peru Street, and Balboa Street, representing an approximately
$1.5 million investment funded through Measure I transportation funds and local
cannabis tax revenues. In 2019, the City adopted a 15-year Pavement
Management Plan for all 47 miles of city streets—and just a few years in, nearly
40% of that system has already been improved. Since 2020, the City has
invested $11,993,299.34 in street and infrastructure upgrades, rehabilitating
approximately 18 miles of roadway. In coordination with the paving
improvements, the Phase V Water Service Lateral Replacement Project was
completed, representing a $555,933.81 investment funded through Water Asset
Replacement Funds to modernize underground infrastructure prior to
resurfacing. Completing utility upgrades before paving protects the City’s
investment, reduces long-term maintenance costs, and ensures lasting
reliability. These coordinated projects reflect the City Council’s continued
commitment to infrastructure reinvestment, public safety, and improving quality
of life throughout Needles.

2. Vandalism Enforcement Update
Last year, the City formed a multi-agency task force to address growing
concerns related to graffiti and vandalism through increased surveillance,
coordinated enforcement, and clear accountability. This week, those efforts
resulted in a felony arrest in connection with vandalism exceeding $400 in
damage in the 1200 block of 3rd Street. Deputies from the San Bernardino
County Sheriff’s Department – Colorado River Station / Needles Police
Department responded promptly, and the suspect remains in custody pending a
court hearing. The City will pursue all available legal avenues to recover costs
associated with the damages. Our Code Enforcement team continues
coordinated efforts with SBCSD and regional partners to proactively identify
violations and support investigations. We encourage residents to be part of the
solution by reporting graffiti to SBCSD’s non-emergency line at 909-387-8313.

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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These actions reinforce the City Council’s commitment to accountability, 
neighborhood safety, and preserving the pride and quality of life in Needles. 

 
3. Needles Theatre – Route 66 Centennial Marquee Update 

This week, Councilmember Larry Ford and Heather Timmons partnered with 
Needles Theatre owner Armen Ghadimian to update the historic theatre 
marquee in recognition of the Route 66 Centennial. The updated display 
celebrating 100 years of Route 66 enhances the Broadway corridor and 
highlights one of Needles’ most iconic historic landmarks. Originally constructed 
in 1929 by the Masonic Order and opened in 1930, the 700-seat theatre once 
served as a cultural centerpiece for film, live performances, and community 
events. Though privately owned today, the theatre remains an important symbol 
of Needles’ heritage and revitalization potential. The City appreciates Mr. 
Ghadimian’s willingness to participate in the Centennial celebration and support 
downtown activation efforts. Small visual improvements such as this contribute 
to civic pride, tourism visibility, and ongoing efforts to preserve and celebrate 
Needles’ historic assets. This initiative aligns with the City Council’s goals of 
promoting tourism, enhancing public spaces, and celebrating the community’s 
rich history. 
 

4. Route 66 100th Anniversary Kickoff – Final Reminder 
This is a final reminder that the City will officially kick off the Route 66 100th 
Anniversary tomorrow, Saturday, February 14, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. (PST) at El Garces, 950 Front Street. The celebration will feature the 
Classic Car Show (entries pre-1975), Route 66 information and memorabilia, 
food trucks, live music, vendor drawings, and complimentary El Garces tours. 
Car show registration begins at 7:00 a.m., with awards including Best in Show, 
Rat Rod, Under Construction, and People’s Choice. All Route 66 vendors are 
invited to participate at no charge. This milestone event marks 100 years of 
Route 66 and highlights Needles’ historic role along America’s Main Street while 
activating downtown and supporting local businesses. Residents and visitors are 
encouraged to attend and help us launch this once-in-a-generation Centennial 
celebration. 
 

5. Red Dog Saloon Ribbon Cutting – Downtown Reopening 
The community is invited to attend the Red Dog Saloon Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony on Saturday, February 28, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. The celebration will 
include live music and a food truck, creating a welcoming atmosphere as the 
business officially reopens. The Red Dog Saloon has long been part of Needles’ 
downtown character, and its reopening represents continued private investment 
and renewed energy within the corridor. Events such as this demonstrate 
positive momentum in local economic development and small business growth. 
We encourage residents to attend and show their support as we continue 
strengthening downtown Needles. 
 

6. Legacy Foundation Grants – Needles Unified Success 
Seven Needles Unified School District educators were recognized through the 
BHHS Legacy Foundation’s Inspiring Educators Grant Program, underscoring 
the strength and innovation within NUSD classrooms. Honorees included Ms. 
Doss, Mrs. Martinez, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Mercado, Mrs. Cornelison, Mrs. 
Eastman, and Mrs. Sloan. Six teachers received $500 classroom grants, and 
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Mrs. Sloan earned the $2,500 top award for her innovative proposal. Having 
seven recipients from Needles Unified reflects the district’s continued focus on 
academic excellence, creativity, and student-centered instruction. These awards 
highlight the dedication of our educators and reinforce NUSD’s commitment to 
expanding learning opportunities for students. Supporting educational 
achievement aligns with the City Council’s goal of fostering a strong, family-
friendly community and investing in the next generation. We extend our sincere 
appreciation to the BHHS Legacy Foundation for its continued investment in the 
City of Needles and our students. Learn more at: www.bhhslegacy.org. 

 
7. City Hall Holiday Closure – Presidents Day 

City Hall will be closed on Monday, February 16, 2026, in observance of 
Presidents Day. Regular operations will resume on Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. For emergencies, please contact City staff at (760) 326-
5700; the after-hours answering service will promptly direct calls to the 
appropriate staff member. 

 
8. Needles Sunday Farmers Market at Santa Fe Park 

The Needles Sunday Farmers Market continues to draw residents and visitors to 
Santa Fe Park each week, supporting local vendors and small businesses. 
Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the market features a rotating selection of 
fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, handmade items, and other locally 
made products. The market is held every Sunday through March 31, 2026, from 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Park. New vendors continue to join the 
lineup, expanding opportunities for local entrepreneurs and artisans. This 
ongoing event supports the City Council’s goals for community engagement and 
local economic vitality. Vendor information is available by contacting Market 
Manager Patrick Lauterio at (760) 848-8289 or needlesfarmers@gmail.com. 
 

9. Community Events Calendar Now Live 
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single 
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local 
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s 
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync 
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed and engaged. 

 
10. 48th Annual Colorado River Round Up Rodeo 

The 48th Annual Colorado River Round Up Rodeo returns to Needles on April 
3–4, 2026, at the Needles Rodeo Grounds, 1001 San Clemente Street. This 
longstanding community tradition celebrates western heritage and professional 
rodeo competition while bringing residents and visitors together for a weekend 
of family-friendly entertainment. Hosted by the Needles Rodeo Association, the 
event will feature rodeo performances, local vendors, the Junior Barrel Race, 
Mutton Bustin’, the 8th Annual Cornhole Tournament, and a Rodeo Dance 
presented by the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe. Presale tickets will be available at 
the Rodeo Store from March 30 through April 2. The Colorado River Round Up 
continues to activate community spaces, support local businesses, and draw 

http://www.bhhslegacy.org/
mailto:needlesfarmers@gmail.com
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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regional visitors to Needles. This annual event aligns with the City Council’s 
goals of promoting tourism, strengthening community engagement, and 
celebrating the cultural traditions that define our city. 
 

11. River Valley Artists Guild – 2026 Art in the Park Show & Sale 
The River Valley Artists Guild will host the Needles Art in the Park Show & Sale 
at El Garces, 950 Front Street, from March 26–28, 2026. The judged exhibition 
is open to original artwork across multiple categories, including painting, 
photography, sculpture, mixed media, ceramics, fiber art, jewelry, and digital 
arts (AI-generated artwork is not permitted). Artists may submit between three 
and eight entries, with applications and fees due by Monday, March 16, 2026. 
The show will include a public artist reception and awards ceremony on Friday, 
March 27, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. This multi-day event highlights local and 
regional artistic talent, activates the El Garces cultural corridor, and supports 
small business and creative entrepreneurship. Events such as Art in the Park 
contribute to tourism, community engagement, and the vibrancy of downtown 
Needles. The City appreciates the River Valley Artists Guild for continuing to 
expand arts programming and cultural opportunities within our community. 

 
12. Active Transportation Plan – Community Outreach 

The City continues advancing development of its Active Transportation Plan and 
is seeking broad community participation through an online interactive mapping 
platform. This plan will guide future investments in sidewalks, curb and gutter, 
bike lanes, and pedestrian safety improvements to enhance connectivity and 
mobility throughout Needles. Public input submitted through the interactive map 
will directly shape project priorities and strengthen the City’s competitiveness for 
state and federal infrastructure funding. Community feedback is critical to 
ensuring the plan reflects real neighborhood needs and travel patterns. 
Stakeholders are encouraged to share the informational flyer and invite 
residents to provide input at https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input. 

 
13. County Mobile Dental Clinic Returning to Needles – CRMC  

This is a final reminder that the San Bernardino County Department of Public 
Health Mobile Dental Clinic will be at the Colorado River Medical Center parking 
lot, 1401 Bailey Ave., from February 17–20. The clinic will provide essential 
services for low-income California residents, including screenings, exams with 
dental x-rays, cleanings, fluoride varnish, fillings, and limited root canal 
treatments and extractions for Medi-Cal recipients and uninsured residents. This 
is an important opportunity for residents who may not otherwise have access to 
dental care. Appointments are strongly recommended and space is limited. 
Residents are encouraged to schedule as soon as possible by calling 1 (800) 
722-4777 (press 5). Additional information is available on the County 
Department of Public Health website at this link. 
 

14. Needles Branch Library – Program Reminder 
This is a reminder that the Needles Branch Library’s winter programming 
continues through February, with several upcoming activities for youth and 
families. A featured event is the Family Paint Night on Tuesday, February 17, at 
5:30 p.m., where participants will create a guided “Spring Tree Path” artwork in 
a step-by-step session designed for all skill levels. The Library will also host the 
nationwide “Read for the Record” storytime event on Thursday, February 26, at 

https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input
https://medicaid.typeform.com/to/g0omjaoZ
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3:00 p.m. Residents are encouraged to participate before the Library observes a 
brief off-session period from February 15–28 with limited programming. These 
programs continue to promote literacy, creativity, and family engagement within 
our community. 
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City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765 

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan  
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell 
Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle  
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 
Councilmember Larry Ford 

 
City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

   
   

MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:          February 20, 2026 
  

1. Needles “Grub with a Cop” – Community Engagement Event 
The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department Colorado River Station will 
host “Grub with a Cop” on February 25, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at River City Pizza 
Co., located at 1901 Needles Highway. This community engagement event 
provides residents the opportunity to enjoy lunch and casual conversation with 
the Captain and his team in an informal setting. Events such as this strengthen 
relationships between law enforcement and the community, foster open 
dialogue, and reinforce public trust. The City appreciates the Sheriff’s 
Department for their continued commitment to community involvement and 
partnership. This effort aligns with the City Council’s goal of promoting public 
safety, collaboration, and positive community engagement throughout Needles. 
 

2. Utility Response – Pole Fire on River Road 
Earlier this week, the City’s Electric Department responded to a reported pole 
fire on River Road. Utility crews arrived promptly, secured the area, and 
extinguished the fire to prevent further damage and ensure public safety. 
Thanks to the diligent efforts of City staff, the incident resulted in only a limited 
and temporary power outage. Power was restored safely and efficiently 
following inspection and necessary repairs. The City extends its appreciation to 
the Utility team for their swift response, professionalism, and continued 
commitment to maintaining reliable service when unexpected incidents occur. 
 

3. 19th Hole Bar & Grill Remodel – ADA Improvements 
Work continues on the 19th Hole Bar & Grill kitchen remodel at River’s Edge 
Golf Course, with ADA-related upgrades now complete, including installation of 
a new accessible ramp system serving the restaurant and clubhouse. These 
improvements are part of the broader $500,039 project to modernize the kitchen 
and bring the facility into compliance with current accessibility, health, and 
building standards. The accessibility upgrades align with the City’s ongoing ADA 
Transition Plan update, and the City is actively seeking community input as 
outlined in the attached public notice and flyer. Residents are encouraged to 
provide feedback through the ADA Transition Plan survey by clicking here. This 
investment supports the City Council’s goals of strengthening public 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://dac.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3aWBzkQ0ZbQVGiW
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infrastructure, enhancing economic activity, and ensuring inclusive access for 
residents and visitors alike. 
 

4. Active Transportation Plan – Community Feedback Needed 
The City continues advancing development of its Active Transportation Plan; 
however, additional community input is needed to ensure the plan reflects 
neighborhood priorities and real mobility needs. The plan will guide future 
investments in pedestrian walking paths, sidewalks, curb and gutter, bike lanes, 
and overall safety improvements throughout Needles. Participation to date has 
been limited, and broader feedback will strengthen project prioritization and 
improve the City’s competitiveness for state and federal infrastructure funding. 
Residents, business owners, and stakeholders are strongly encouraged to 
provide input through the interactive mapping platform at 
https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input. Community engagement at this 
stage is critical to shaping future infrastructure investments. 
 

5. Spring Cleanup & Community Partnership Initiatives 
Over the next several weeks, the City, in collaboration with San Bernardino 
County and community partners, will advance coordinated spring cleanup efforts 
throughout Needles. The Community Cleanup Day will take place February 28, 
2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at Third Street and J Street. The City will 
provide bags, pickers, and gloves, and residents of all ages are encouraged to 
participate in this one-hour volunteer effort to beautify the corridor. The 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event, previously announced, will occur 
on March 7, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Needles City Yard, 112 
Robuffa Street, providing safe disposal of household hazardous materials. The 
City will also host a Bulky Waste Drop-Off Event on March 21, 2026, from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (or until containers are full) at multiple neighborhood 
locations to reduce illegal dumping and neighborhood blight. Collectively, these 
initiatives reflect a proactive and collaborative approach to beautification, public 
safety, and community pride as we prepare for Route 66 Centennial activities 
and increased visitor traffic. 

 
6. Needles Pride – Vegetation Management Reminder 

With the recent rains, staff has observed increased overgrown vegetation 
throughout portions of the community. Property owners are responsible for 
maintaining their properties, including vegetation management, to ensure 
compliance with City standards and preserve overall neighborhood appearance. 
The Needles Pride Program continues to encourage residents and businesses 
to take pride in their properties through regular landscaping maintenance, 
proper storage, and code compliance. Keeping vegetation trimmed and 
removing weeds enhances curb appeal, supports public safety, and strengthens 
neighborhood resilience. This effort reflects the City Council’s commitment to 
maintaining clean, safe, and well-maintained neighborhoods through shared 
responsibility and community partnership. Residents may report concerns by 
calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or by using the Needles Connect app, available 
on the Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). The 2026 Needles 
Pride informational flyer will be included with upcoming utility billing statements 
to expand community awareness and encourage participation. Together, we are 
building a cleaner, safer, and stronger Needles. 

 

https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
http://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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7. Route 66 100th Anniversary Kickoff Event 
More than 500 residents and visitors from across the region gathered at El 
Garces on February 14, 2026, for the Route 66 100th Anniversary Kickoff. The 
event was hosted and organized by the Friends of the El Garces and featured a 
Classic Car Show with 66 pre-1975 vehicles competing for awards including 
Best in Show and People’s Choice, activating the historic downtown corridor. 
This year’s Best in Show award was presented to a restored 1953 Buick Super 
Estate Wagon, highlighting the caliber of vehicles showcased during the 
celebration. Participants included the Needles Museum, Needles BLM Office, 
Official California Historic Route 66 Association, Supervisor Dawn Rowe’s Field 
Representative Steve Reyes, and the Pharaohs Car Club, whose members 
provided strong representation. The City supported and promoted the event as 
part of its broader Centennial recognition efforts. This milestone celebration 
advances the City Council’s goals of promoting tourism, enhancing community 
engagement, and strengthening economic activity within the downtown core.  
 

8. Route 66 Centennial Utility Box Art Unveiling 
Immediately following the Red Dog Saloon Ribbon Cutting on February 28, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m., the City will host a brief unveiling of the Route 66 Centennial 
Utility Box Art Project at 914 W Broadway Street. As authorized by the City 
Council, this public art initiative transforms multiple electrical utility boxes into 
vibrant works celebrating Needles’ historic role along Route 66. The project 
reflects the City’s continued commitment to beautification and enhancing the 
visitor experience in high-visibility downtown locations. By turning everyday 
infrastructure into artistic displays, the City is reinforcing community pride while 
supporting corridor activation. This unveiling highlights the partnership between 
public improvements and private reinvestment as we continue building 
momentum toward the Route 66 Centennial year. 
 

9. River Cruizers “Cruizin’ the Century” Car Show 
The Route 66 Centennial celebrations continue with the River Cruizers hosting 
the “Cruizin’ the Century” Car Show on March 28, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. along Route 66 in front of the El Garces at 950 Front Street. The 
event is hosted by the Friends of the El Garces and welcomes all years, makes, 
and models of cars, trucks, and motorcycles. Vehicle registration is available at 
the show with a $20 entry fee, and participants are encouraged to bring a 
completed entry form. For additional information, contact Dave Hasenwinkle at 
(206) 947-0997 or Danny Moran at (909) 226-7437. This car show will take 
place in addition to the River Valley Artists Guild’s Art in the Park Show & Sale, 
creating a full weekend of activity in the El Garces cultural corridor and further 
activating downtown during the Centennial year. 

 
10. Recreation Center Programming Reminder  

The City of Needles Recreation Center reminds residents that open gym hours 
are available to the public Monday through Thursday, including indoor pickleball 
from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Equipment for pickleball is provided on-site, and 
children must be accompanied by an adult. Open gym basketball and pickleball 
share the same space, offering flexible indoor recreation options for residents of 
all ages. These programs support the City Council’s priorities of promoting 
health, community engagement, and active use of public facilities. Residents are 
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encouraged to participate and take advantage of these opportunities to stay 
active at the Recreation Center. 
 

11. Needles Sunday Farmers Market at Santa Fe Park 
The Needles Sunday Farmers Market continues to draw residents and visitors to 
Santa Fe Park each week, supporting local vendors and small businesses. 
Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the market features a rotating selection of 
fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, handmade items, and other locally 
made products. The market is held every Sunday through March 31, 2026, from 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Park. New vendors continue to join the 
lineup, expanding opportunities for local entrepreneurs and artisans. This 
ongoing event supports the City Council’s goals for community engagement and 
local economic vitality. Vendor information is available by contacting Market 
Manager Patrick Lauterio at (760) 848-8289 or needlesfarmers@gmail.com. 
 

12. Welcome New Public Servants 
City staff is pleased to welcome J.R. Rodriguez and Allen Cox as the newest 
members of the City’s advisory boards. J.R. Rodriguez has joined the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, which advises the City Council on parks, recreation 
programs, facility improvements, and community engagement initiatives. Allen 
Cox has joined the Planning Commission, which advises the City Council on 
land use, subdivisions, and zoning matters. The Commissions review matters 
within their respective jurisdictions, provide policy recommendations to the City 
Council, and play an important role in supporting responsible growth, community 
engagement, and overall quality of life throughout the City. We appreciate their 
willingness to serve and contribute their time and expertise to the continued 
progress of the City. 

 
13. Needles Elks Lodge #1608 See’s Candy Fundraiser 

The Needles Elks Lodge #1608 is hosting a See’s Candy fundraiser to benefit 
the Elks Junior Golf Program. Orders may be placed in person at the Elks 
Lodge, 1000 Lillyhill Drive, or online by clicking the link below. All orders must 
be submitted by March 15, 2026, and will ship no later than March 20, 2026, in 
time for Easter. Proceeds will directly support youth golf programming and 
development opportunities within the community. For additional information, 
please contact Brian Dooley at (917) 882-9711 or the Elks Lodge at (760) 326-
1608. Online ordering is available at: Click here to order See’s Candy 
 

14. Community Events Calendar Now Live 
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single 
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local 
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s 
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync 
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed and engaged. 

  

mailto:needlesfarmers@gmail.com
https://www.yumraising.com/store/spring-2026-needles-elks-lodge-1608-easter-cbf2/MicRee3038
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/


1. GRUB WITH A COP



2. UTILITY RESPONSE POLE FIRE



3. ADA IMPROVEMENTS GOLF COURSE



3. ADA TRANSITION PLAN



4. ATP COMMUNITY OUTREACH



5. SPRING CLEANUP INITIATIVES



5. SPRING CLEANUP INITIATIVES



6. NEEDLES PRIDE



7. ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL KICKOFF EVENT



7. ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL KICKOFF EVENT



7. ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL KICKOFF EVENT



8. ROUTE 66 UTILITY BOX ART UNVEILING



9. ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL 



10. OPEN GYM HOURS



13. NEEDLES ELKS FUNDRAISER
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