
 (ACT) ACTION NEEDED 
(INF) INFORMATION ONLY 

(DIS) DISCRETIONARY 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 04, 2025 AT 4:00 PM 
EL GARCES - 950 FRONT STREET, NEEDLES 

 

THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TEAMS OR IN PERSON  
AND MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS IN WRITING PRIOR TO NOON ON THE DAY OF THE  

MEETING BY EMAILING cclark@cityofneedles.com 

TO JOIN THE LIVE TEAMS MEETING: log into the City of Needles website at 
www.cityofneedles.com to access the agenda and Click here to join the meeting 

If asked, enter the following:  Meeting ID: 302 225 545#  
OR listen in and participate by calling Teams:  1-323-488-2227 - Meeting ID: 302 225 545#  

The meetings are being recorded. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CORRESPONDENCE  
INTRODUCTIONS  

AS A COURTESY TO THOSE IN ATTENDANCE, WE WOULD ASK THAT CELL PHONES BE 
TURNED OFF OR SET IN THEIR SILENT MODE. THANK YOU 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - Persons wishing to address the Commissioners on subjects other than those 
scheduled are requested to do so at this time.  When called by the Chair, please announce your name 
and address for the record.  In order to conduct a timely meeting, a three-minute time limit per person 
has been established by Municipal Code Section 2-18.  Amendments to the California Government 
Code Section 54950 prohibits the Commissioners from taking action on a specific item until it appears 
on the agenda. 

PRESENTATIONS 
(A ten-minute time limit per presentation has been established per Municipal Code Section 2-18.) 

1. The Planning Department will conduct an informational workshop to provide a refresher on 
Municipal Code Section 96.08(b) – Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). This section governs the 
establishment and regulation of ADUs to promote a variety of housing opportunities while 
maintaining public health, safety, and welfare. This session will provide Planning 
Commissioners with an opportunity to become familiar with state-mandated requirements and 
local implementation strategies related to accessory dwelling units.   (INF) 

REGULAR ITEMS 

2. Approve the Minutes of May 7, 2025   (ACT) 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager's Reports for the weeks of May 16 and 23, 2025 

ADJOURNMENT 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQ0NDRiMzYtNTJmNC00ODY5LThhODUtNmI3NGM0MDNiYmIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22122d165f-47c1-4908-b035-72e1a32e4a69%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22dcd15505-7f17-437d-ad1e-43802cb2e80b%22%7d


INTERNET ACCESS TO PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDAS AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL IS 
AVAILABLE PRIOR TO PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS AT: http://www.cityofneedles.com 

Posted:  May 30, 2025 

SB 343 - DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS - Any public record, relating to an 
open session agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to a meeting is available for public 
inspection at the Needles Administrative Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA 92363. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact Candace Clark, City Clerk, at (760) 326-2113 ext 133.  Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility 
to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title II) 

I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
Agenda was posted at the front entrance of City Hall not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

Dated this 30th day of May, 2025 
 

 

/s/      Candace Clark, City Clerk 
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M I N U T E S  

REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  

CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2025, AT 4:00 PM 

EL GARCES - 950 FRONT STREET, NEEDLES 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Wright called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM 

Chair Wright called for a motion to excuse the absence of Commissioners Dressler and Bosboom.  

Commissioner Ostby made a motion, second by Chair Wright.   

Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioner Ostby,  

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Dressler and Bosboom 

 Abstain:  None 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 

Commissioner Owen Long 

Commissioner Barbara Beard 

Commissioner Joe Payson  

Chair Michael Wright 

Commissioner Kevin Ostby  

ABSENT 

Commissioner Charles Dressler 

Commissioner Will Bosboom  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Led by Chair Wright 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Ostby made a motion, second by Commissioner Payson, to approve the 

agenda.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioner Ostby,  

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Dressler and Bosboom 

 Abstain:  None 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST - None 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 

INTRODUCTIONS – Chair Wright acknowledged Council Member Pogue in attendance. 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - None 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Workshop: Planning Commission Roles and Responsibilities 

City Planner Irene Romero hosted a workshop to review the basic roles and duties of the 

Planning Commission.  

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - None 

Agenda Item #2.
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REGULAR ITEMS 

2. Recommend the Development Services Department proposed budget for FY ending 

June 30, 2026, for City Council approval.   

City Manager Patrick Martinez gave staff report. 

Considerable discussion ensued.   

Acting Finance Director Barbara DiLeo, City Manager Patrick Martinez, and City Planner 

Irene Romero answered questions. 

Staff will provide budget line-item detail to Commission. 

Commissioner Payson made a motion, second by Commissioner Ostby, to recommend the 

Development Services Department proposed budget for FY ending June 30, 2026, for City 

Council approval.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioner Ostby,  

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Dressler and Bosboom 

 Abstain:  None 

3. Approve the Minutes of March 5, 2025  

Commissioner Ostby made a motion, second by Commissioner Beard, to recommend the 

Development Services Department proposed budget for FY ending June 30, 2026, for City 

Council approval.  Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Beard, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioner Ostby,  

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Dressler and Bosboom 

Abstain:  None 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

Commissioner Beard asked about the status of RiverLux Resort; Asked about the contractor doing 

work at Santiago Village and reported there is dumping and a homeless encampment on the 

property. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager's Report for the weeks of April 18 and 25, 2025. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Wright called for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Payson made a motion, second 

by Commissioner Beard.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:48 PM 

 

                                                                                                                                                                      

   Chair Michael Wright                                                     Interim City Clerk Candace Clark 

 

  

Agenda Item #2.
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City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765 

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan  

Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell 

Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle  

Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 

Councilmember Zachery Longacre 

 

City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

  
 
   

 
MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:           May 16, 2025 
  

 
1. The City Council remains committed to enhancing our community's visual 

appeal and safety through targeted beautification and fire prevention efforts. In 
preparation for Memorial Day weekend, City crews completed fire abatement 
along the beaches at Jack Smith Park and poured the foundation for a new 
drinking fountain. The project also required the installation of a ¾" water 
line, which has been completed. The fountain will be installed next week to 
ensure improved amenities for park visitors. We would also like to recognize and 
thank local property owners for their proactive fire abatement efforts. 
Property owners surrounding Carty Camp have trimmed trees and brush, and 
the owner of the Route 66 Motel has also completed significant tree trimming to 
enhance safety and appearance. These efforts are vital in keeping Needles 
clean, safe, and inviting. Residents are encouraged to report potholes, sidewalk 
damage, or overgrown vegetation by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using 
the Needles Connect app on Google Play Store and the Apple Store. 
Together, we’re building better Needles. 
 

2. Lower energy costs, favorable power contracts, and strong financial 
planning have allowed the City Council to approve a 3-cent reduction to the 
over-hydro electric rate for all utility customers adopted initially in October 
2024. Effective June 1, 2025, the rate will decrease from $0.1338 to $0.1238 
per kilowatt-hour, resulting in lower electric bills across the community. This 
action is expected to generate over $1.58 million in combined customer 
savings through September 2025 while maintaining the City’s required 
reserve levels and supporting the City Council’s goal of easing financial 
pressure on residents and businesses. 
 

3. The City Council has actively addressed ongoing truck traffic and behavior 
concerns along Ice Plant Road. In 2018, the Council adopted an ordinance 
establishing a no-parking zone to protect the newly constructed roadway and 
designated multiple truck parking spaces to accommodate drivers. In direct 
response to continued concerns, Code Enforcement Officers have worked 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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closely with the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department (SBCSD) to 
enhance enforcement and address the disruptive impacts caused by illegal 
tractor-trailer parking and littering. This week, Code Enforcement and SBCSD 
conducted a joint operation in the area, issuing 20+ citations to multiple 
vehicles for violations related to illegal parking. These efforts reflect the City's 
continued commitment to preserving public infrastructure, protecting adjacent 
properties, and ensuring compliance with local regulations. Staff will continue to 
monitor conditions and collaborate with SBCSD and community stakeholders to 
identify and implement long-term solutions that balance enforcement with a 
positive business and community environment. 

 
4. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s 2024 Colorado River Accounting and 

Water Use Report confirms that the City of Needles remained in full 
compliance with its Colorado River water allocation. In 2024, the City 
diverted approximately 1,676 acre-feet of water for municipal use, with a 
portion returned to the river, demonstrating both efficient usage and a strong 
commitment to conservation. This performance highlights Needles’ dedication 
to responsible water management and supports the City’s goal of ensuring 
long-term water security for residents, businesses, and future development. 
The City will continue working to preserve this vital resource while planning for 
continued growth. This action aligns with the City Council’s goals of 
sustainability, infrastructure reliability, and strategic resource 
management. The full report is available to the public through the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation by clicking on this link. 

 
5. Tomorrow, the City of Needles Animal Shelter will host its Spring 2025 Pet 

Vaccination & Licensing Clinic on Saturday, May 17, from 9:00 AM to 12:30 
PM at 1662 Flip Mendez Parkway. This public clinic, provided by PetSmart 
Veterinary Services and led by Dr. Joseph Velasco, will offer low-cost pet 
vaccinations—Rabies ($10), DA2PP ($15), Bordetella ($15), Rattlesnake 
($20)—and microchipping for $30. According to the city ordinance, all dogs 
over six months of age must have a valid rabies vaccination and a current 
city dog license. Discounted dog license pricing will be available on-site: 
$15 for altered pets and $25 for unaltered pets. Cash only will be accepted. 
These bi-annual events aim to promote responsible pet ownership and 
improve compliance with public health regulations. For more details, see the 
attached flyer or contact the Animal Shelter at (760) 326-4952. 
 

6. This week, the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health hosted 
a FREE Mobile Dental Clinic in partnership with the Colorado River Medical 
Center. The event was well attended and provided essential services to 
residents without access to care. This effort aligns with the City Council's public 
health and service equity commitment. The City appreciates Senator Stephen 
Padilla and his team's support in securing a hybrid mobile dental and 
medical unit for San Bernardino County, now based in Needles. This resource 
is a lifeline for families facing geographic and financial barriers to healthcare. 
City staff is working with the County to ensure clinic information is promoted 
through official City channels. The City looks forward to continued partnership 

https://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g4000/4200Rpts/DecreeRpt/2024/2024.pdf
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with Senator Padilla's office and San Bernardino County to enhance access 
to care for Needles residents. 

 
7. On May 12, 2025, the Utility Department quickly responded to a 6-inch water 

main break in the Chesneys Subdivision. Crews worked efficiently to 
complete repairs and restore full water service within a few hours, 
minimizing disruption, protecting public health, and preserving 
infrastructure. This incident highlights the City’s readiness to address critical 
issues while reinforcing our long-term commitment to system reliability and 
essential service delivery. We extend our appreciation to the Utility team for 
their professionalism and dedication. Residents are encouraged to report 
water leaks by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect 
app on the Google Play Store and the Apple Store. Refer to the attached 
image for a look at the emergency response in action and the progress of the 
maintenance work.  

 
8. Needles proudly hosted over 400 riders this week as part of the 35th Annual 

Run for the Wall, a national motorcycle ride that honors U.S. veterans and 
raises awareness for Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action 
(POW/MIA). The ride begins in Southern California and culminates at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., with ceremonial stops. 
Community members, City officials and staff, the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Needles High School Band, Teamsters Local 1932, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Honor Guard, the California Highway Patrol, and the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department warmly welcomed Riders at El 
Garces. A special thank you to Mayor Janet Jernigan, the Needles Military 
Moms for providing lunch, and the Daughters of the American Revolution for 
serving ice cream—made possible by generous local donations. We also 
sincerely thank Assemblyman Jeff Gonzalez and State Senator Stephen 
Padilla for issuing official commendations to the Run for the Wall organization 
and the City of Needles for recognizing this impactful event. 

 
9. A reminder that Decoration Day at Riverview Cemetery is scheduled for 

Friday, May 23 at 7:00 a.m., marking the 14th year of this community tradition 
honoring loved ones and veterans. Volunteers are encouraged to bring hand 
tools, trash bags, and water. The Memorial Day Ceremony will be held on 
Monday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m., with flag and cross removal at 4:00 p.m. the 
same day. Donations are welcome to support cemetery upkeep—contact 
Cheryl Sallis at (760) 326-2113 ext. 115 for details. 
 

10. Tomorrow, Saturday, May 17, the Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 will host a 
fundraiser supporting the Martinez family following the tragic loss of Bryce 
Martinez and his family on May 4. The event will be held at 729 Front Street, 
beginning at 8:00 AM, and will feature a corn hole tournament (sign-ups at 
8:00 AM, bags fly at 9:00 AM), raffle prizes, a cakewalk, breakfast burritos 
($5), and a Mexican buffet-style dinner served from 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM ($20 
per plate, while supplies last). The community is encouraged to attend and 
show their support. Donations of desserts for the cakewalk or side dishes 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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for dinner can be dropped off at the Eagles today. Donations can still be made 
directly at the Eagles for those unable to attend. This event is a powerful 
reflection of Needles’ compassion and community spirit in times of hardship. 
Refer to the attached flyer for more information. 
 

11. The Needles Chamber of Commerce held its Good Morning Needles 
breakfast series in March, hosted every third Thursday at 950 Front Street. 
The April event featured Jaclyn Randall, Dean of Palo Verde College – 
Needles Center, as the guest speaker. She highlighted the college’s affordable 
tuition, Phlebotomy Technician certification, adult education, and the Fast 
Track Vocational Nurse Program offered at the Blythe campus. Palo Verde 
College has served Needles since 1998 and will host its 2025 Graduation 
Ceremony on Thursday, May 29, at 3:00 PM at the Needles Educational 
Center, 725 W. Broadway. This year, 14 graduates will be recognized. The 
community is encouraged to attend and celebrate their achievements. See the 
attached flyer for details. 

 
12.  We’re proud to share that the Needles High School Boys Golf Team has 

captured the 2025 NIAA Class 2A Southern Regional Championship—their 
second straight title—and placed 5th at the State Championship, adding 
another strong finish to Needles athletics. Students interested in joining the 
team can contact Coach Jason Parnell at jason_parnell@needlesusd.net. 
Eligible high school students can join the team at no cost, and golf clubs are 
provided by the high school or Rivers Edge Golf Course. Needles students 
may also play for free at Rivers Edge, with only a $7 cart rental fee (valid 
driver’s license required). The Annual Summer Youth Golf Camp at Rivers 
Edge Golf Course (144 Marina Dr., Needles) begins June 11 through August 
6. Open to students ages 5–17, the program costs $60 per participant. 
Children ages 5–11 will meet from 7:00–8:00 AM, and those 12–17 from 8:00–
9:00 AM. This is a great opportunity for young golfers to develop their skills in 
a fun and supportive setting to be the next Needles High School Boys State 
Champion. To register, contact JJ DeLeon at jjdeleon@golfneedlesca.com 
or (760) 326-3931. Spots are limited, so early registration is encouraged. 
 

13. The City is proud to recognize that both Needles High School Baseball and 
Softball teams have advanced to the 2025 Nevada Interscholastic Activities 
Association (NIAA) Class 2A State Championship, taking place at Pershing 
County High School in Northern Nevada. Both teams are scheduled to 
compete tomorrow at 10:00 AM, with Baseball facing Lake Mead and 
Softball taking on White Pine. Each team is aiming to secure back-to-back 
NIAA 2A State Titles. The City extends its congratulations to the student-
athletes, coaches, and school staff for their outstanding accomplishments 
and wishes them the best of luck as they proudly represent Needles on the state 
stage. 
 

14. On Tuesday, May 13, 2025, the City of Needles held a swearing-in 
ceremony during its regularly scheduled City Council Meeting at El Garces, 
welcoming Captain Jacob Gault as the newly appointed leader of the San 
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Bernardino County Sheriff’s Colorado River Station. Captain Gault took the 
Oath of Affirmation in front of family, friends, community members, and local 
officials—formally committed to upholding the law and serving the residents of 
Needles and the surrounding region with integrity and dedication. The City 
congratulates Captain Gault on this well-deserved appointment. It looks forward 
to continuing a strong partnership with the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department to promote public safety and community trust. 
 

15. IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:  
City staff have carefully curated a comprehensive community events 
calendar to inform residents about Needles' diverse activities and 
happenings. The community events calendar can now be found on the 
Needles Connect App! Organizations are encouraged to collaborate with the 
City Clerk's Office to add or update events, ensuring a vibrant and inclusive 
calendar. For contributions or modifications, please get in touch with Candace 
Clark at cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your active participation helps 
strengthen our community and enrich local experiences. Check the attached 
calendar for the remaining 2025 events, and stay engaged with all Needles 
offers! 



1. BEAUTIFICATION



1. BEAUTIFICATION



1. BEAUTIFICATION



1. BEAUTIFICATION



3. ICE PLANT MITIGATION





6. MOBILE DENTAL CLINIC



6. MOBILE DENTAL CLINIC



7. WATER MAIN BREAK



8. RUN FOR THE WALL



8. RUN FOR THE WALL



8. RUN FOR THE WALL



9. MEMORIAL DAY



10. FUNDRAISER EAGLES AERIE 2599



11. PALO VERDE COLLEGE



14. SBCSD CAPTAIN



May 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

31 2
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25 26 27 28 29 30 31

14WOMEN'S 
CLUB LUNCH
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RECREATION 
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PLANNING 
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BOARD OF 
PUBLIC 
UTILITIES 

4 PM

17

BREAKFAST
7:30 AM   EL GARCES

950 FRONT ST., STE A 9-11

15

UPDATED 5/14/2025

HOUSING 
COMMISSION 

4 PM

DECORATION 
DAY 

RIVERVIEW 
CEMETERY

MEMORIAL  DAY CEREMONY 
11AM 

RIVERVIEW 
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BOARD OF 
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LICENSING CLINIC 
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   SB COUNTY
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MARTINEZ FAMILY 
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CLINIC 
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 REGISTRATION MAY 1 - JUNE 2



June 2025
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UPDATED 5/14/2025
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M-TH 1PM-5PM
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OTHER EVENTS
THIS MONTH:

BREAKFAST
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950 FRONT ST., STE A 9-11



PARKS & 
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July 2025
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City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 
(760) 326-2113 • FAX (760) 326-6765

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan  

Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell 

Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle  

Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 

Councilmember Zachery Longacre 

City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:    HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:    PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 

SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 

DATE:   May 23, 2025 

1. Mayor Jernigan, Vice Mayor Campbell, Councilmember McCorkle, and the City 
Manager proudly represented the City of Needles at the 2025 ICSC Las Vegas 
convention, held May 18–20 at the Las Vegas Convention Center. This premier 
gathering of retail and commercial real estate professionals provided an exciting 
platform to spotlight Needles as a pro-growth, business-friendly community with 
strategic access to Interstate 40 and over 23,000 vehicles passing through 
daily. We showcased our growing community and the unique opportunities we offer 
along the Colorado River, with a focus on attracting retailers, hotel developers, 
and destination-driven investment. The delegation participated in targeted 
meetings to market available sites and promote the city’s development potential. The 
relationships and insights gained at ICSC will directly support our efforts to fill 
commercial vacancies, expand economic opportunity, and strengthen Needles’ 
position as a rising destination in the Southwest.

2. A special event will be held on Tuesday, June 3, 2025, to celebrate the grand 
opening of Krispy Krunchy Chicken at West Side Chevron located at 2321 
Needles Hwy. This event marks a significant milestone in the City's ongoing efforts to 
support local business development and enhance dining options for residents 
and visitors. We invite the community to welcome this exciting new addition to 
Needles' growing economy. More details about the event will be shared soon—
stay tuned! Refer to the attached flyer for more information.

3. On May 22, 2025, Mayor Jernigan and Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell attended the 
Inland Empire Tourism Regional Summit, joining regional leaders, Discover IE 
members, and industry professionals to discuss tourism trends, the upcoming 
Route 66 Centennial, and strategies to attract international visitors. This 
participation aligns with the City Council’s goal to promote tourism and recreation 
as key economic drivers. The summit provided a platform to showcase Needles, 
engage in idea exchange, and strengthen the city’s role in regional tourism 
initiatives. Photos of the city's booth and participation are attached. 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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4. As part of the City Council's commitment to enhancing public amenities, the new 
drinking fountain at Jack Smith Park was successfully installed this week. The project 
included completing a ¾" water line and a concrete foundation, providing park visitors with 
improved access to clean drinking water just in time for the Memorial Day weekend. This 
upgrade reflects ongoing efforts to invest in high-use community spaces and support a 
healthier, more welcoming environment for residents and guests.

5. The City of Needles proudly recognizes the outstanding achievements of the Needles High 
School Girls’ Softball and Boys’ Baseball teams, which competed at the 2025 NIAA 
Class 2A State Championships at Pershing County High School. The Girls’ Team 
brought home the State Championship, while the Boys’ Team finished as State 
Runners-up—a remarkable showing that reflects their talent, determination, and 
sportsmanship. The City Council congratulates the athletes, coaches, school staff, and 
families for their dedication and leadership. These accomplishments align with the Council’s 
goal to support youth and families through recreation, education, and community pride 
investments. Thank you to all that came out to welcome our student athletes. Photos are 
attached, capturing the highlights of this memorable achievement and celebration.

6. We’re pleased to welcome Kimberly Buckley, a Mental Health Specialist with the 
Department of Behavioral Health, to the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Colorado 
River Station. As part of the Triage, Engagement, and Support Team (TEST), Kimberly 
will assist with crisis intervention, connect individuals to housing, employment, and 
treatment resources, and support deputies with mental health evaluations in the field. Her 
work directly supports the City Council’s goal of fostering a healthy, family-friendly 
community by improving behavioral health response and enhancing public safety.

7. On Friday, May 23, 2025, the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, City 
Officials Mayor Jernigan and Councilmember Belt, City staff, and dedicated 
community volunteers united for the 14th Annual “Decoration Day” at the Needles 
Riverview Cemetery. Together, they honored our veterans by adorning their gravesites 
with traditional white crosses and American flags, paying tribute to their selfless service 
to our country. Refer to the attached photo for a glimpse into the event. Join us for a 
heartfelt Memorial Day service at the cemetery on Monday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m., with a 
second volunteer effort at 4:00 p.m. to assist with flag and cross removal.

8. City Hall will be closed on Monday, May 26, 2025, in observance of Memorial Day. 
Regular operations will resume on Tuesday, May 27, 2025, starting at 8:30 AM. For 
emergencies, please get in touch with City Staff directly at 760-326-5700. Our after-hours 
answering service will promptly direct your call to the appropriate staff member. Please 
refer to the attached flyer posted on the front door of City Hall for residents' awareness.
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9. The Spring 2025 Pet Vaccination & Licensing Clinic, held on Saturday, May 17,2025, 
at the City of Needles Animal Shelter, was a success and well attended by residents. 
Led by Dr. Joseph Velasco in partnership with PetSmart Veterinary Services, the 
event provided low-cost vaccinations, microchipping, and on-site dog licensing. This 
effort supports the City Council’s goal of fostering a healthy, family-friendly 
environment by promoting responsible pet ownership, enhancing public health, and 
strengthening community engagement. In addition to public health services, the 
Needles Animal Shelter is a haven for animals seeking loving homes. Dogs currently 
available for adoption include Hazel, Roxie, Penelope, Buddy, Gigi, and Ranger—
each vaccinated and ready to meet their forever families. With an adoption fee of just
$59, our team is available Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM, to assist with 
the adoption process. Refer to the attached flyer and images for details and a 
glimpse of the event and adoptable pets. Contact the shelter at
760-326-4952 to schedule a visit.

10.  The Needles Public Health Clinic, operated by San Bernardino County and located at 
1406 Bailey Ave., Suite D, continues to provide essential services to our residents, 
including primary care, pediatrics, immunizations, reproductive health, and TB 
testing. Open Monday through Thursday from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM, the clinic 
accepts Medi-Cal, Medicare, and IEHP and accepts new patients. This resource directly 
supports the City Council’s goal of fostering a healthy, family-friendly environment 
by expanding local access to preventative care and public health services. Please refer 
to the attached flyer for more details.

11.  The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Colorado River Station will conduct Memorial 
Day Marine Enforcement Patrols from Friday, May 23, through Monday, May 26, 
2025, along the Colorado River from the Nevada state line to the Riverside County 
line. Deputies will patrol by land, water, and air, targeting impaired and reckless 
boating while enforcing key safety laws—including life jacket use for children under 
13, transom/bow riding, the blue light no-wake rule, and mandatory equipment 
checks. All boat operators ages 16 to 60 are required to carry a valid California Boater 
Education Card. This high-visibility operation supports the City Council’s public 
safety goals and helps ensure a safe and enjoyable holiday weekend for residents 
and visitors alike. For updates, follow @CORiverStation on X, Facebook, and 
Instagram, or contact Sergeant Travis Vessells at (760) 326-9200.

12.  IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
City staff have carefully curated a comprehensive community events calendar to 
inform residents about Needles' diverse activities and happenings. The community 
events calendar can now be found on the Needles Connect App! Organizations are 
encouraged to collaborate with the City Clerk's Office to add or update events, 
ensuring a vibrant and inclusive calendar. For contributions or modifications, please get 
in touch with Candace Clark at cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your active participation 
helps strengthen our community and enrich local experiences. Check the attached 
calendar for the remaining 2025 events and stay engaged with all Needles offers! 



1. ICSC 2025



2. GRAND OPENING KRISPY KRUNCHY CHICKEN



3. REGIONAL SUMMIT 2025



4. BEAUTIFICATION



5. NUSD STATE CHAMPS
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7. DECORATION DAY
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7. MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY



8. CITY HALL CLOSED



9. ANIMAL SHELTER
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Located at: 

1406 Bailey Ave., Ste. D 
Needles 

Hours of Operation: 
Mon. - Thurs. 
7· a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

OUR SERVICES: 

� Primary Care 

� TB Skin Testing 

� Reproductive Health 

� Pediatrics 

� Immunizations 

Medi-Cal, Medicare, and IEHP is accepted. 
* Accepting new patients

e CONTACTUS 

(760) 326 - 9230

10. SB COUNTY HEALTH CLINIC



For Immediate Release
May 16, 2026
Sgt. Travis Vessells
760-326-9200

The Colorado River Station will be conducting Memorial Day Marine Enforcement
Patrol Operations on Friday May 23rd through Monday May 26th.  Deputies from
the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department will be involved in enhanced patrol
activities near and on the waterways of the Colorado River patrolling by land, water,
and air. Deputies will be deployed from the Nevada State line to the Riverside
County line and will be monitoring the waterway for operators operating watercraft
under the influence or in a reckless manner. Deputies will also be closely watching
for children under the age of 13 without personal floatation devices (PFD’s) while
aboard vessels.

The law requires all persons under the age of 13, while onboard a vessel, wear a
personal floatation device. The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department
encourages all persons to wear personal floatation devices while on the waterways
as it is a proven fact personal floatation devices save lives. 

Other violations commonly seen by marine patrol deputies are transom/bow riding
and blue light violations.  With the increasing popularity of wake boarding, wake
surfing, and tubing, deputies are noticing an increase of people on boats who are
transom riding.  All persons on board a boat while underway (not moored or at
anchor) shall be within the confines of the vessel  so the risk of falling overboard or
being struck by a propeller is greatly reduced.  The blue light law requires all
vessels approaching a law enforcement vessel with activated blue lights to come off
plane and pass at a no wake speed so not to endanger the deputies during the stop
and to reduce the chance of damaging boats.  

Deputies will be conducting carriage equipment inspections of all boats stopped for
violations. These carriage requirements include; a type IV throwable PFD
immediately available, enough PFD’s for every person on board the vessel readily
accessible, a servicable fire extinguisher and a sounding device. 

All California boat operators are required to have in their possession a California
Boater Education Card issued by the CA Division of Boating and Waterways.  For
information on obtaining a card go to http://californiaboatercard.com/.

The San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department is dedicated to providing a safe
boating atmosphere for the public and urges everyone to boat sober and wear their
life jackets. For more information regarding safe boating practices, visit the
California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways web site at
www.dbw.ca.gov.

For press releases, news and information, follow the Colorado River Station on
Twitter at: @CORiverStation, Facebook @SBCSDColoradoRiverStation and/or
Instagram @SBCSDColoradoRiverStation

Refer: Travis Vessells, Sergeant
Colorado River Station Marine Enforcement Unit
Phone No: (760) 326-9200

SHANNON DICUS, Sheriff-Coroner
San Bernardino County Sheriff-Coroner Department

SBSD - Colorado River Sheriffs Department

Address/Location
SBSD - Colorado River Sheriffs Department
1111 Bailey Ave
Needles, CA 92363

Contact
Emergency: 9-1-1

Enforcement Patrol Operations Over Memorial Day 
Weekend

11. MARINE ENFORCEMENT

https://local.nixle.com/sbsd---colorado-river-sheriffs-department/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=nixle.us/GBFE5
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Sheriff%27s%20Colorado%20River%20Station%20Will%20Conduct%20Marine%20Enforcement%20Patrol%20Operations%20Over%20Memorial%20Day%20Weekend+nixle.us/GBFE5
https://local.nixle.com/email_forward_alert/11595063/
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