
 (ACT) ACTION NEEDED 
(INF) INFORMATION ONLY 

(DIS) DISCRETIONARY 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 06, 2025 AT 4:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 1111 BAILEY AVE, NEEDLES 

 

THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TEAMS OR IN PERSON  
AND MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS IN WRITING PRIOR TO NOON ON THE DAY OF THE  

MEETING BY EMAILING cclark@cityofneedles.com 

TO JOIN THE LIVE TEAMS MEETING: log into the City of Needles website at 
www.cityofneedles.com to access the agenda and Click here to join the meeting 

If asked, enter the following:  Meeting ID: 842 879 709#  
OR listen in and participate by calling Teams:  1-323-488-2227 - Meeting ID: 842 879 709# 

The meetings are being recorded. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CORRESPONDENCE  
INTRODUCTIONS 

AS A COURTESY TO THOSE IN ATTENDANCE, WE WOULD ASK THAT CELL PHONES BE 
TURNED OFF OR SET IN THEIR SILENT MODE. THANK YOU 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - Persons wishing to address the Commissioners on subjects other than those 
scheduled are requested to do so at this time.  When called by the Chair, please announce your name 
and address for the record.  In order to conduct a timely meeting, a three-minute time limit per person 
has been established by Municipal Code Section 2-18.  Amendments to the California Government 
Code Section 54950 prohibits the Commissioners from taking action on a specific item until it appears 
on the agenda. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Adopt Planning Commission Resolution No. 08-06-2025-PC recommending City Council 
approval of a Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 to subdivide 2.54 gross acres into three (3) 
parcels, in Needles at 193 Morgan Drive, within the Two-Family Residential (R-2) land use 
zoning designation; APN 0650-318-08-0000 

 Staff Report 
 Council questions of staff 
 Chair to open the public hearing 
 Public Comment 
 Chair to close the public hearing 
 Commissioners Discussion / Deliberation 
 Adopt Planning Commission Resolution No. 08-06-2025-PC recommending City 

Council approval of a Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 to subdivide 2.54 gross acres 
into three (3) parcels, in Needles at 193 Morgan Drive, within the Two-Family 
Residential (R-2) land use zoning designation; APN 0650-318-08-0000 (ACT) 

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTc1MGZjNzEtMjczNy00YjJhLTk3OGUtNmZlNWRjMTQwMGJi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22122d165f-47c1-4908-b035-72e1a32e4a69%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22dcd15505-7f17-437d-ad1e-43802cb2e80b%22%7d


 

REGULAR ITEMS 

2. Approve the Minutes of June 4, 2025  (ACT) 

 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Manager's Reports for the weeks of July 18 and 25, 2025. 

ADJOURNMENT 

INTERNET ACCESS TO PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDAS AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL IS 
AVAILABLE PRIOR TO PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS AT: http://www.cityofneedles.com 

Posted:  August 1, 2025 

SB 343 - DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS - Any public record, relating to an 
open session agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to a meeting is available for public 
inspection at the Needles Administrative Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA 92363. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact Candace Clark, City Clerk, at (760) 326-2113 ext 133.  Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility 
to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title II) 

If a decision is made at this hearing and you later disagree with the decision, only issues raised at the 
public hearing or in written form at or before the public hearing can be considered. 

I hereby certify, under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
Agenda was posted at the front entrance of City Hall not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

Dated this 1st day of August, 2025 
 

 

/s/      Candace Clark, CPMC, CMC, City Clerk 
 



City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 CITY COUNCIL   PLANNING COMMISSION  Regular  Special 

MEETING DATE:  August 6, 2025 

TITLE:  Planning Commission Resolution No. 08-06-2025-PC Recommending City 
Council Approval Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 to Subdivide 2.54 Gross 
Acres into three (3) Parcels, in Needles at 193 Morgan Drive, within the Two-
Family Residential (R-2) Land Use Zoning Designation; APN 0650-318-08-0000 

APPLICANT: Wade Phillips, 301 Schulz Road, Needles, CA 92363

LOCATION: The project site is located at 193 Morgan Drive, Needles Ca 92363 (APN 0650-
318-08-0000).

BACKGROUND: The applicant, Wade Phillips, is requesting approval of Tentative Parcel Map 
(TPM) 20989 to subdivide an existing 2.54-gross-acre vacant property into three (3) individual parcels. The 
subject property is located at 193 Morgan Drive and is within the Two-Family Residential (R-2) land use 
zoning designation. 
The proposed subdivision has been reviewed and found to be consistent with the goals, objectives, and 
policies of the City of Needles General Plan. The proposed lot layout, configuration, and access comply with 
the applicable development standards of the R-2 zoning district. Specifically, the subdivision meets or 
exceeds the minimum requirements for parcel area (3,000 square feet), parcel width, and parcel depth for 
each of the three proposed parcels. 
The subdivision design represents a logical and orderly progression of development and will allow for future 
residential uses consistent with the zoning designation. The subject property is currently vacant, and no 
physical development is proposed as part of this tentative map. The design and configuration of the lots are 
not likely to cause substantial environmental damage, and no variances or exceptions are requested. 
The proposed subdivision has been reviewed by all applicable City departments, including Engineering, 
Utilities, Fire, and Building & Safety. No concerns were raised regarding potential impacts to public health, 
safety, or welfare. The proposed parcel map is not expected to result in serious public health or safety 
problems and meets all applicable requirements for infrastructure access and service availability. 
Staff recommends approval of Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 based on the project's consistency with 
the General Plan, compliance with zoning and subdivision regulations, and exemption from CEQA under 
Section 15061(b)(3). The project represents an orderly and appropriate division of land within an existing 
residential area and does not raise concerns regarding environmental or public health impacts. 
TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP (TPM) APPROVAL: In accordance with Section 19-8, the Planning 
Commission must make the following findings to recommend approval of a tentative map: 

1. The tentative map may be approved or conditionally approved by the approving body if it finds that
the proposed subdivision, together with the provisions for its design and improvement, is consistent
with the general plan, any applicable specific plan, and all applicable provisions of this code.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION: A public hearing notice was published in the Needles Desert Star on 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025, and posted in two conspicuous locations.  Notices were sent to property owners 
within 300' of the proposed project site.       
ENVIRONMENTAL:  The project qualifies for exemption under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), 
known as the “common sense” exemption, as it can be seen with certainty that the activity will not have a 
significant effect on the environment. The subject property is vacant, the subdivision complies with 
applicable development standards, and no physical development or grading is proposed at this time. 
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 RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Planning Commission Resolution No. 08-06-2025-PC recommending City 
Council approval of a Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 to subdivide 2.54 gross acres into three (3) 
parcels, in Needles at 193 Morgan Drive, within the Two-Family Residential (R-2) land use zoning 
designation; APN 0650-318-08-0000 

SUBMITTED BY:  Irene Romero, City Planner  

ATTACHMENTS:   

1. Project Vicinity Map
2. Planning Commission Resolution, Findings, and Conditions of Approval
3. Approved Tentative Parcel Map
4. Tentative Parcel Map Application

City Manager Approval:   Date:    

Other Department Approval (when required): Date: 

Approved: Not Approved: Tabled: Other: 

8/1/2025

Agenda Item #1.



ATTACHMENT NO. 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VICINITY MAP 

DATE:  August 6, 2025 
 
 
PROJECT:              TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP (TPM) 20989 TO 

SUBDIVIDE 2.54 GROSS ACRES INTO 
THREE (3) PARCELS, IN NEEDLES AT 193 
MORGAN DRIVE, WITHIN THE TWO-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL (R-2) LAND USE ZONING 

DESIGNATION; APN 0650-318-08-0000 
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PC RESOLUTION NO. 08-06-2025-PC  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF NEEDLES APPROVING TENTATIVE PARCEL MAP 
(TPM) 20989 TO SUBDIVIDE 2.54 GROSS ACRES INTO THREE (3) PARCELS AT 193 MORGAN DRIVE (APN 0650-318-

08-0000), WITHIN THE TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (R-2) ZONING DISTRICT  
 

 WHEREAS, the applicant, Wade Phillips, has submitted an application for Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 
to subdivide 2.54 gross acres of vacant land into three (3) parcels located at 193 Morgan Drive, APN 0650-318-08-
0000, within the Two-Family Residential (R-2) zoning district; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed subdivision is consistent with the General Plan and the development standards of 
the R-2 zoning designation, including minimum parcel size, parcel width, and depth; and 
 

WHEREAS, the project was reviewed by all applicable City departments and no concerns were raised regarding 
infrastructure availability or public health and safety impacts; and 
 

WHEREAS, a public hearing notice for the August 6, 2025 Planning Commission meeting was published in the 
Needles Desert Star on July 23, 2025, at least 10 days prior to said meeting, and notices were sent to property owners 
within a 300-foot radius of the subject property specifying the date, time and location of the public hearing; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has determined the project to be categorically exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3), the “common sense” exemption, as it can be seen 
with certainty that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment; and 

 
WHEREAS, on August 6, 2025, the Needles Planning Commission held a duly noticed and advertised public 

hearing to receive oral and written testimony relative to the Tentative Parcel Map; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Needles Planning Commission has sufficiently considered all testimony and any documentary 
evidence presented to them in order to make the following determination. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of Needles as follows:  

SECTION 1.  The Planning Commission HEREBY FINDS AND DETERMINES that Tentative Parcel Map 
20989 is exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), as the subdivision 
of the vacant land will not result in physical development at this time and does not have the potential to result in 
significant environmental impacts. 

 
SECTION 2.  The Planning Commission HEREBY FINDS AND DETERMINES, with reports and findings, that facts 

do exist to approve Tentative Parcel Map 20989, subject to conditions, according to the criteria specified in Chapter 19 
of the Needles Municipal Code:  

 
A. The proposed subdivision is consistent with the Needles General Plan. 
 

FINDING: The proposed subdivision has been reviewed and found to be consistent with the goals, objectives, 
and policies of the City of Needles General Plan. The proposed lot layout, configuration, and access comply 
with the applicable development standards of the R-2 zoning district. Specifically, the subdivision meets or 
exceeds the minimum requirements for parcel area (3,000 square feet), parcel width, and parcel depth for each 
of the three proposed parcels. 
 
B. The site is physically suitable for the development contemplated.  
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FINDING: The subdivision design represents a logical and orderly progression of development and will allow 
for future residential uses consistent with the zoning designation. The subject property is currently vacant, and 
no physical development is proposed as part of this tentative map. The design and configuration of the lots are 
not likely to cause substantial environmental damage, and no variances or exceptions are requested. 
 
C. The design of the subdivision or the proposed improvements will not cause substantial environmental 

damages.  
 

FINDING: The subdivision design represents a logical and orderly progression of development and will allow 
for future residential uses consistent with the zoning designation. The subject property is currently vacant, and 
no physical development is proposed as part of this tentative map. The design and configuration of the lots are 
not likely to cause substantial environmental damage, and no variances or exceptions are requested. 
 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the project qualifies for an exemption under 

Section 15061(b)(3), also known as the “common sense” exemption, as it can be seen with certainty that the 
project will not have a significant effect on the environment. The proposed action involves only the subdivision 
of land and does not authorize development or grading at this time. 
 
D. The design of the subdivision or type of improvements will not cause serious public health problems. 
 

FINDING: The proposed subdivision has been reviewed by all applicable City departments, including Public 
Works, Fire, and Building & Safety. No concerns were raised regarding potential impacts to public health, 
safety, or welfare. The proposed parcel map is not expected to result in serious public health or safety problems 
and meets all applicable requirements for infrastructure access and service availability. 
 

 
SECTION 3.   Based on the above findings, the Planning Commission hereby approves Tentative Parcel Map 

(TPM) 20989, subject to Conditions of Approval. 
 
SECTION 4.  Pursuant to Section 95.00 of the Needles City Code an appeal from any final order or decision of 

the Planning Commission may be taken to the City Council by any person aggrieved within ten (10) days of the decision.  
 
SECTION 5.  It is the intent of all of the undersigned parties that Planning Commission Resolution 08-06-2025-

PC and the conditions, shall constitute a covenant running with the land and the obligations shall be binding upon, and 
the benefits shall ensure the parties, their heirs, assigns, transferee, and subsequent purchasers. 

SECTION 6.  The Planning Commission HEREBY APPROVES Resolution 08-06-2025-PC for a Tentative Parcel Map 
(TPM) 20989 to subdivide 2.54 gross acres of vacant land into three (3) parcels located at 193 Morgan Drive, APN 0650-
318-08-0000, within the Two-Family Residential (R-2) zoning district 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Needles, California, 

recommending approval of a Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 to subdivide 2.54 gross acres of vacant land into three 
(3) parcels, within the Two-Family Residential (R-2) zoning district also known as APN  0650-318-08-0000, with the 
conditions stated herein below: 
 
General Conditions: 

1. This approval shall expire 36 months from the date of approval unless the final parcel map is recorded or an 
extension is granted. 
 

2. The applicant shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the City of Needles, its agents, officers, and 
employees from any claim or legal action related to this approval. 
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3. The final parcel map shall conform to the approved tentative map and comply with all provisions of the 

Subdivision Map Act and Needles Municipal Code. 
 

Engineering and Public Works: 
4. All required public utility easements shall be dedicated as determined by the City Engineer. 

 
5. Any future development shall require submittal and approval of a grading and drainage plan. 

 
6. Legal and physical access to each parcel must be provided via public right-of-way; driveway improvements shall 

be constructed to City standards. 
 

7. A soils or geotechnical report may be required prior to development or grading permit issuance. 
 

8. Compliance with stormwater and Low Impact Development (LID) standards shall be required for future 
development. 
 

9. Each parcel created by Tentative Parcel Map (TPM) 20989 shall be served by an individual, permitted, and 
functioning onsite wastewater treatment system (septic system), subject to review and approval by the City of 
Needles. 

 
Planning Department: 

10. Future development on the parcels must comply with the Two-Family (R-2) zoning district development 
standards. 

 
11. Any new construction shall be subject to the City’s standard development review and permitting processes. 
12. Any proposed change to the approved Tentative Parcel Map and/or the conditions of approval shall require an 

additional application and submitted to Planning for review and approval. 
 

13. Where circumstances cause delays, which do not permit compliance with the required recordation time limit, 
the developer may submit for review and approval application requesting an extension of time. Planning may 
grant such requests for extension of time in compliance with the State Map Act Section 66452.6. An extension 
of time may be granted upon a successful review of an Extension of Time application, which includes a 
justification of the delay in recordation, a plan of action for completion and submittal of the appropriate fee, 
not less than 30 days prior to the expiration date. The granting of an extension request is a discretionary action 
that may be subject to additional or revised conditions of approval.   
 

San Bernardino County Fire Department: 
14. Fire department access and adequate water supply (including hydrants) shall be provided in accordance with 
San Bernardino County Fire Department requirements. 
 
15. Parcel known as APN  0650-318-08-0000 is under the jurisdiction of the San Bernardino County Fire Department 
herein “Fire Department”. Prior to any construction occurring on any parcel, the applicant shall contact the Fire 
Department for verification of current fire protection requirements. All new construction shall comply with the 
current California Fire Code requirements and all applicable statutes, codes, ordinances, and standards of the Fire 
Department. 
 
16. The required fire fees shall be paid to the San Bernardino County Fire Department/Community Safety Division. 
 
17. Fire Condition Letters shall expire on the date determined by the Planning Division or Building and Safety. 

Agenda Item #1.



ATTACHMENT NO. 2 
Page 4 of 4 

 

 
18. The project applicant shall submit for review and approval a "Composite Development Plan" (CDP). The 
following statements shall be placed verbatim on the CDP. 
 

a) Fire Jurisdiction. This project is protected by the San Bernardino County Fire Department. Prior to building 
permits being issued on any parcel, the applicant shall comply with the adopted California Fire Code 
requirements and all other applicable codes, ordinances, and standards of San Bernardino County and local 
Fire Department standards. 
 
b) Fire Requirements. Individual lot owners shall be required to provide their own fire protection measures as 
determined and approved by the Fire Department prior to any building permit issuance. Fire protection 
measures may include Fire Department approval of Individual fire protection water systems (e.g. fire flow) for 
each lot, Automatic fire sprinklers for all structures, Surfacing of access roads and driveways. 

 
19. Any changes to this proposal shall require new Fire Department condition letter. 

 
Miscellaneous: 

20. The final parcel map shall be reviewed and approved by the City Engineer and recorded with the San Bernardino 
County Recorder. 
 

21. New addresses and street names (if applicable) shall be coordinated with the City and County departments. 
 

22. This approval does not authorize construction. All development must obtain the appropriate permits and 
entitlements. 

 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Needles, 
California, held on the 6th day of August 2025, by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:   
 NOES: 
 ABSENT: 
 ABSTAIN: 
 
 
 
______________________________   ___________________________ 
                  Chairperson                Patrick Martinez 
Chair Needles Planning Commission    City Manager 
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M I N U T E S  

REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  

CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2025, AT 4:00 PM 

EL GARCES - 950 FRONT STREET, NEEDLES 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Chair Wright called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

Chair Wright called for a motion to excuse the absence of Commissioners Beard and Ostby.  

Commissioner Long made a motion, second by Commissioner Dressler.   

Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioners Dressler, and Bosboom 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Beard and Ostby 

 Abstain:  None 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT 

Commissioner Owen Long 

Commissioner Joe Payson  

Chair Michael Wright 

Commissioner Charles Dressler 

Commissioner Will Bosboom  

ABSENT 

Commissioner Barbara Beard 

Commissioner Kevin Ostby  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Led by Chair Wright 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Long made a motion, second by Commissioner Payson, to approve the agenda.  

Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioners Dressler, and Bosboom 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Beard and Ostby 

 Abstain:  None 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST - None 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 

INTRODUCTIONS – Chair Wright acknowledged Director of Development Services Kathy Raasch in 

attendance. 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE - None 

PRESENTATIONS 

1. Workshop: Planning Commission refresher on Municipal Code Section 96.08(b) – Accessory 

Dwelling Units (ADUs). 

City Manager Patrick Martinez gave introduction and City Planner Irene Romero hosted a 

workshop to review Municipal Code Section 96.08(b) – Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs). 
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REGULAR ITEMS 

2. Approve the Minutes of May 7, 2025  

Commissioner Payson made a motion, second by Commissioner Bosboom, to approve the 

Minutes of May 7, 2025   

Motion carried by the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Commissioners Long, Payson, Chair Wright, Commissioners Dressler, and Bosboom 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  Commissioners Beard and Ostby 

 Abstain:  None 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 

Commissioner Dressler asked for an update on the 76 station, Denny’s and old signs around town.  

City Manager Martinez responded. 

Commissioner Bosboom asked about the status of the property on Bush street that burned.  City 

Manager Martinez responded. 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

City Manager's Report for the weeks of May 16 and 23, 2025 given by City Manager Patrick 

Martinez. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Wright called for a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Long made a motion, second by 

Commissioner Bosboom.  Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:51 PM 

 

                                                                                                                                                                      

   Chair Michael Wright                                                     City Clerk Candace Clark 
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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:           July 18, 2025 
  

 
1. Route 66 Broadband – Channel 2 Community Broadcasts 

City staff recently met with representatives from Route 66 Broadband to 
coordinate the City’s use of Channel 2 on their cable TV platform for community 
programming. The City will utilize this channel to broadcast public bulletins, 
emergency alerts, community flyers, a calendar of community events, and 
recordings of City Council meetings on a continuous loop. This initiative 
supports the Council’s goal of enhancing public engagement and promoting 
transparency by expanding access to timely and relevant information. By 
leveraging Route 66 Broadband’s local cable platform, the City can more 
effectively inform residents about upcoming events, programs, and important 
local decisions. Channel 2 programming is expected to be operational within the 
next few weeks. Thank you to Route 66 Broadband for your collaboration and 
support in helping the City share its story with the community. 

 
2. Needles Beautification in Action 

The City of Needles remains committed to infrastructure, safety, and community 
pride through coordinated, citywide efforts. This week, Public Works and Utility 
crews addressed priority maintenance across several areas. Temporary asphalt 
repairs were completed near Chestnut Market and nearby neighborhoods to 
improve road safety until permanent resurfacing is scheduled. In the downtown 
area, overgrown vegetation was cleared to enhance visibility and appearance. 
At Bob Belt Beach Park, crews placed boulders to block access to the peninsula 
and prevent erosion. On Front Street near El Garces, the Water Department 
responded to a recurring leak, initiated an emergency Blue Stake, and fully 
replaced the service line. These improvements reflect the City Council’s 
priorities—investing in infrastructure, enhancing neighborhoods, and promoting 
beautification. We thank our crews for their continued dedication. Photos from 
this week’s work are attached. Residents can report concerns by calling 760-
326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect app on Google Play Store 
(Android) and Apple Store (iOS). Together, we’re building a safer, stronger 
Needles! 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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3. Route 66 Pharmacy – Now Open and Accepting Registrations 
Route 66 Pharmacy is now open at 821 W. Broadway with a fresh new 
storefront and is actively registering patients. While approval to serve Medi-Cal 
patients is still pending, they are currently able to serve those with Medicare 
Part D insurance. Residents are encouraged to stop by and create a patient 
profile now, ensuring they’re ready for full service as soon as Medi-Cal 
authorization is in place. This new pharmacy helps address the gap in local 
prescription access created by the closure of Rite Aid earlier this year. This 
effort aligns with the City Council’s commitment to expanding essential services, 
supporting public health, and fostering economic growth. Take a look at their 
updated storefront—another positive step for healthcare access in Needles. 
 

4. Elevating Needles Through Regional Tourism Partnerships 
The City of Needles was recently featured in Traicy Japan, highlighting the city 
as the Gateway to California’s Oasis on the Colorado River and a key stop 
along historic Route 66. In April, the Mayor welcomed an international 
delegation from Japan during a Familiarization (FAM) tour organized by 
Discover Inland Empire and tourism leader Freddy Bi. The visit showcased 
local attractions including the Recreation Center, Needles Regional Museum, 
and the Welcome to California sign—promoting Needles’ Route 66 legacy, 
riverfront amenities, and historic character. The coverage provided valuable 
international exposure and strengthened the city’s appeal to global travelers. 
This effort supports the City Council’s goals to attract tourism, foster 
engagement, promote Needles as a vibrant destination, and drive economic 
opportunity. Read the article: Traicy Japan – Discovering Needles. 
 

5. Chamber Business Directional Sign Program – Now Open for Participation 
The Needles Chamber of Commerce is actively managing the Business 
Directional Sign Program, offering local businesses a low-cost way to increase 
visibility and attract travelers. Supported by an $8,700 grant from Supervisor 
Dawn Rowe, the first of 11 signs is now being renovated, with full installation 
expected by year’s end. Sign slots are available at high-traffic locations 
throughout the city, including Needles Highway, Broadway, River Road, and K 
Street. Details on sizing, pricing, and availability are outlined in the attached 
brochure. This program supports Council’s goals of enhancing tourism, 
supporting small business, and promoting public-private partnerships. 
Businesses interested in participating can contact the Chamber at 
info@needleschamber.com or (760) 326-2050. 
 

6. Electric Yard Building – Construction Progress Update 
As a follow-up to the initial delivery of the Electric Yard Building, construction is 
now visibly progressing. The structural steel framing has been erected, and the 
concrete pad and driveway have been completed. Equipment is on-site, and 
crews are actively advancing work on the next phase of the build. This project 
continues to reflect the Council’s investment in infrastructure stability, asset 
protection, and operational readiness. By replacing temporary storage with a 
permanent facility, the City is taking meaningful steps to extend the lifespan of 

https://www.traicy.com/posts/20250701341537/
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essential utility equipment and reduce long-term replacement costs. Updated 
site photos are attached for your reference. 

 
7. Advancing Regional Collaboration 

As part of the City Council’s ongoing commitment to strategic regional 
collaboration, City Manager Patrick Martinez recently participated in a 
leadership roundtable hosted by the ROMEO Breakfast Club, a respected 46-
year-old civic group in Boulder City focused on regional dialogue and public 
service. The meeting brought together local government leaders to address 
shared challenges, exchange best practices, and explore opportunities to align 
resources for smart, sustainable growth. It also provided a platform to showcase 
Needles’ rich history, recent economic development efforts, and growing 
momentum, reinforcing the city’s progress and potential. These efforts reflect 
the City of Needles’ dedication to building strong intergovernmental partnerships 
that advance Council priorities and enhance quality of life throughout the region. 
 

8. Backpack and School Supply Drive – Colorado River Station 
The Colorado River Sheriff’s Station / Needles Police Department is hosting a 
Backpack and School Supply Drive to support students in the Needles Unified 
School District. The drive aims to collect new backpacks and school supplies to 
assist local families and ensure children are prepared for a successful school 
year. Because backpacks are often a costly burden for low-income families, this 
effort helps relieve that pressure while strengthening community support for 
Needles youth. Monetary donations are also accepted and will be used to 
purchase backpacks and supplies. All contributions will be acknowledged 
publicly, including on social media platforms. Donations should be submitted by 
August 5, 2025. For more information or to arrange pick-up/drop-off, please 
contact Community Relations Officer Misti Hunt at (760) 326-9207 or 
mhunt@sbcsd.org. Checks should be made payable to River Daze, the 
department’s non-profit account. 
 

9. Financial Literacy– “On The Money” by Arrowhead Credit Union 
Over the weekend, Arrowhead Credit Union hosted its “On The Money” financial 
literacy workshop at the Needles Recreation Center. This free, hands-on event 
gave students the opportunity to navigate real-world financial decisions—
including budgeting, managing credit, paying bills, and handling unexpected 
expenses—through a simulated life experience. Participants engaged with 
interactive stations, learning about housing costs, transportation, savings, and 
employment, while working alongside peers and mentors. The atmosphere was 
energetic, educational, and highly engaging. Lunch was generously provided by 
Smashed Burgers on 66—thank you for fueling the day. We also extend our 
sincere thanks to Arrowhead Credit Union for their continued investment in 
Needles youth and community development. Programs like this build a more 
financially informed and resilient Needles. Photos from the event are attached 
for your reference. 
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10. Palo Verde College Needles Center: Fall 2025 Enrollment 
Palo Verde College’s Needles Educational Center begins Fall 2025 classes on 
August 11. Located at 725 W. Broadway St., the Center is a vital resource for 
local access to higher education and workforce training. This semester includes 
programs in phlebotomy, welding, child development, health education, and 
general education courses such as economics and statistics. Students can 
register at www.paloverde.edu, with on-site support for orientation, counseling, 
and financial aid. The Center plays a key role in advancing City Council 
goals—expanding educational access, developing a skilled workforce, and 
supporting a family-friendly, opportunity-rich community. Promoting these 
programs strengthens local capacity and long-term economic health. 
 

11. Community Events Calendar Now Live on City Website  
As part of the City’s newly launched website, we’re excited to introduce a 
comprehensive Community Events Calendar designed to keep residents 
informed about the many activities and happenings across Needles. We invite 
local organizations and event organizers to collaborate with the City Clerk’s 
Office to add or update events—helping ensure the calendar remains vibrant, 
inclusive, and reflective of our community’s diverse offerings. To contribute or 
request modifications, please contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your participation helps strengthen community 
spirit and enrich the local experience for residents and visitors alike.  

http://www.paloverde.edu/
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
mailto:cclark@cityofneedles.com
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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:           July 25, 2025 
  
 

1. Peanuts Foundation Highlights Needles’ Role in National Celebration 
Attached is the official press release from Peanuts Worldwide and the 
Foundation for Hospital Art announcing a community celebration in Needles on 
August 12, 2025, commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Peanuts comic 
strip and the 50th anniversary of Spike’s debut. The event honors Needles’ 
unique connection to Charles Schulz—who spent part of his childhood in the city 
and later used it as inspiration for the character Spike. As part of the celebration, 
the Colorado River Medical Center will receive two large-scale, paint-by-number 
murals donated by the Foundation for Hospital Art, featuring classic Peanuts 
characters and a special desert-themed design showcasing Spike. Community 
members will be invited to participate in the painting during the event. The press 
release also outlines the broader “Take Care With Peanuts” initiative and 
includes remarks from Schulz’s granddaughter Stephanie Revelli, Peanuts 
leadership, and local officials. This national recognition shines a spotlight on 
Needles as a meaningful part of the Peanuts legacy and reflects how 
community, art, and storytelling can come together to support healing and civic 
pride. 

 
2. Citywide Maintenance and Beautification Efforts Continue 

The City of Needles continues to prioritize infrastructure, safety, and community 
pride through ongoing, visible improvements across the city. This week, Public 
Works crews completed targeted sidewalk repairs in areas affected by heat-
related buckling. Damaged concrete sections were removed and replaced in the 
neighborhoods of Lillyhill, D Street, and F Street. These improvements enhance 
safety, walkability, and the appearance of our residential areas. Photos showing 
the completed concrete work are attached. In addition, crews addressed 
extensive weed growth caused by recent rains, with a focus on highly visible 
locations including Train Park. These cleanup efforts improve both aesthetics 
and public visibility. We also extend a special thank you to the property owner 
on Walnut Street for initiating the demolition of a partially burned structure. The 
City continues to work closely with property owners to address blight and 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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encourage property upkeep. These actions reflect the City Council’s 
commitment to maintaining clean, safe, and vibrant neighborhoods. Residents 
can report concerns by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles 
Connect app on Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). 
Together, we’re building a safer, stronger Needles! 
 

3. Route 66 Centennial Promotion – Visit California Content Coordination 
City staff continues to coordinate with Visit California to ensure the City of 
Needles is featured in upcoming statewide marketing efforts tied to the Route 66 
Centennial in 2026. As one of California’s most historic Route 66 communities, 
Needles serves as a gateway to the state and holds a unique place in the story 
of America’s most iconic highway. This work supports the City Council’s 
strategic goal to promote tourism, celebrate our history, and strengthen Needles’ 
identity as a destination rooted in culture and community pride. 
Visit California is currently accepting submissions through its online Content 
Submission Tool. Staff is aligning local stories and visuals with Visit California’s 
2025 editorial calendar to maximize exposure. With July already underway, 
upcoming themes offer several strong opportunities: August (accommodations, 
camping, glamping), September (wine/beer/surf), October (fall events and 
Halloween), and December (holidays and Route 66 Centennial previews). To 
submit content for editorial consideration, click here. These themes provide 
timely ways to showcase our OHV access, outdoor recreation, events, lodging, 
and our lead role in the 2026 Centennial celebration. Through this partnership, 
Needles has the opportunity to be featured across Visit California’s digital and 
print platforms, reinforcing our presence as a key stop along the Mother Road. 
Staff will continue to submit targeted content and collaborate with local partners 
to elevate Needles’ visibility in the months leading up to the Centennial. 
 

4. Upcoming Community Event: Night Pool Party – August 2 
On Saturday, August 2, Tri-State Community Healthcare will sponsor a free 
Night Pool Party at the Needles Aquatic Center, located at 1661 J Street, from 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The event will feature complimentary hot dogs, chips, and 
drinks, along with water bounce house slides, a water balloon toss competition, 
and open pool activities for all ages. This fun, family-friendly event is designed 
to offer Needles residents a safe and festive environment to beat the summer 
heat, enjoy outdoor recreation, and connect with one another. Entry is free, and 
everyone is welcome. We appreciate Tri-State’s continued support of 
community health and engagement and encourage all residents to join us for 
this special evening. See attached flyer for mor information.  
 

5. Camp Gauntlet: Top Chef Jr. Week – July 21–24, 2025 
Camp Gauntlet continued its successful programming with “Top Chef Jr. Week,” 
held July 21–24, 2025. This themed week provided youth participants with a 
hands-on culinary experience, allowing them to engage in every step of the 
cooking process—from selecting a country and building a menu to prepping 
ingredients, cooking meals, and plating the final dishes. Each child received a 
chef’s hat and apron, which they wore proudly throughout the program and were 
able to take home as a keepsake. Throughout the week, participants prepared a 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
https://industry.visitcalifornia.com/partner-with-us/submit-content
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variety of meals, including spaghetti and meatballs with bread, orange chicken 
with rice and egg rolls, hamburgers with tater tots, and tacos with rice. The 
camp fostered creativity, teamwork, and life skills in a fun and engaging 
environment. We appreciate the efforts of our staff and volunteers who helped 
make this week a memorable and educational experience for the youth of 
Needles. 
 

6. City of Needles Resources Guide – Support Services for Residents 
In light of recent public concern following the City Council’s advancement of the 
illegal camping ordinance, the City of Needles is reminding residents about the 
“City of Needles Resources” guide developed by staff. This comprehensive 
directory connects residents with essential services, including low-income 
housing, shelters, food distribution, employment support, utility assistance, 
medical supply providers, and public transportation options. It also includes 
contacts for veterans’ services, legal aid, health care, educational resources, 
local churches, and emergency hotlines. The guide is designed to help 
individuals and families access the support they need to improve quality of life. 
A digital copy is available online, and printed versions can be requested through 
City Hall. 
 

7. Youth Golf Camp Building Future Champions in Needles 
The Annual Summer Youth Golf Camp is nearing completion, with just a few 
weeks left in the 12-week program. Hosted at Rivers Edge Golf Course, the 
Touchstone-operated camp has brought dozens of local youth together for a 
summer of hands-on learning, sportsmanship, and fun. Touchstone, the City’s 
golf course operator, continues to be a strong partner in delivering high-quality 
recreation programs for our community. Beyond golf fundamentals, the camp 
builds discipline, confidence, and teamwork—laying a foundation for the next 
generation of Needles High School golfers and future state champions. Next 
week, the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department will host its annual 
Putting Contest with camp participants, reinforcing community connections and 
encouraging youth engagement. Attached photos capture the energy, focus, 
and growth of our campers—underscoring how City partnerships and 
recreational programming are investing in our youth and shaping future leaders. 

 
8. Eagles Aerie 2599 Fundraiser to Support Local Family 

The Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 is holding a raffle fundraiser to benefit the 
Amstutz Family, with all proceeds going directly to their support. The top prize is 
a one-year golf membership at River’s Edge Golf Course valued at $1,600, 
followed by cash prizes of $100 for second place and $50 for third. Tickets are 
$50 each, with only 100 available. Those interested in purchasing a ticket can 
contact the Eagles directly at 729 Front St, Needles, CA 92363 or by phone at 
(760) 326-2599. 
 

9. Submit Your Nomination – 28th Annual Community Achievement Awards 
The Laughlin Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for the 28th 
Annual Community Achievement Awards, recognizing individuals, businesses, 
clubs, and organizations that make a meaningful impact throughout the 
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Colorado River Region. Needles is encouraged to participate—our city has not 
had an award recipient since 2023, when George DeLeon, Scotty Leonard, and 
Nicolle Wilson were honored. Let’s make sure Needles is represented again this 
year. Please nominate a person, business, club, or organization that has made 
significant contributions in Needles. Eligible nominees must work, reside, do 
business, and/or provide services in the Colorado River Region. Nominations 
are due by August 18, 2025. Submit your nomination by clicking here.  
 

10. Community Events Calendar Now Live on City Website  
As part of the City’s newly launched website, we’re excited to introduce a 
comprehensive Community Events Calendar designed to keep residents 
informed about the many activities and happenings across Needles. We invite 
local organizations and event organizers to collaborate with the City Clerk’s 
Office to add or update events—helping ensure the calendar remains vibrant, 
inclusive, and reflective of our community’s diverse offerings. To contribute or 
request modifications, please contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your participation helps strengthen community spirit 
and enrich the local experience for residents and visitors alike.  

https://laughlinchamber.com/caa-nomination/
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
mailto:cclark@cityofneedles.com
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