
 (ACT) ACTION NEEDED 
(INF) INFORMATION ONLY 

(DIS) DISCRETIONARY 

AGENDA -- AMENDED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES OF  

THE CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2025 AT 4:00 PM 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

1111 BAILEY AVENUE, NEEDLES 

 

THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND VIA TEAMS AND MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS  

IN WRITING PRIOR TO NOON ON THE DAY OF THE MEETING BY EMAILING 

csallis@cityofneedles.com 

 

TO JOIN THE LIVE TEAMS MEETING: log into the City of Needles website at 

www.cityofneedles.com to access the agenda and Click here to join the meeting 

 
If asked, enter the following: Meeting ID: 954 669 835# 

OR listen in and participate by calling Teams: 1-323-488-2227 - Meeting ID: 954 669 835# 
Meetings are being recorded 

CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                  (ACT) 

CORRESPONDENCE 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE: Persons wishing to address the Board on subjects other than those 
scheduled are requested to do so at this time.  When called by the Chairman, please come to the 
podium and announce your name and address for the record.  In order to conduct a timely meeting, a 
three minute time limit per person has been established by Municipal Code Section 2-18.  Amendments 
to California Government Code Sec. 54950 prohibits the Board from taking action on a specific item 
until it appears on the agenda. 

PRESENTATION (A ten minute time limit per presentation has been established per Municipal Code 
Section 2-18) 

1. PowerPoint Presentation by Raftelis on the Electric Rate Study Results (Cost of Service 
Study)           (INF) 

CONSENT CALENDAR: All matters listed on the Consent Calendar are considered to be routine and 
will be enacted by one motion in the form listed.  The Chairman or any Member of the Board may pull 
an item   from the Consent Calendar for discussion.  Prior to Board action, a member of the public may 
address the Board on matters scheduled on the Consent Calendar.  A three-minute time limit per 
person applies.  Recommended Action:  Approve Items 2 through 6 on the Consent Calendar by 
affirmative vote           (ACT)  

2. Approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 1, 2025 

3. Accept the AB32 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Verification Report 2024 Emissions 
prepared by WZI Inc.  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTRmNmFiOTEtMzQ0MC00MGIxLWFhMGEtZDM5YjE2MTExZjM1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22122d165f-47c1-4908-b035-72e1a32e4a69%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22dcd15505-7f17-437d-ad1e-43802cb2e80b%22%7d


 
 

4. Approve Change Order #1 with Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc. to include a Joint Pole Cost 
of Service Analysis in the Comprehensive Electric, Water and Wastewater Utility Cost of 
Service Ratemaking Study at a cost not to exceed $5,000 to be funded from the adopted FY26 
electric budget 

5. Approve the First Amendment to the Non-Exclusive License Agreement for Joint Use of Poles 
between the City of Needles and Fort Mojave Telecommunications, Inc. authorizing additional 
attachments along Erin Drive, Washington Street, and Highland Avenue 

6. Authorize a not to exceed expenditure of $15,000 for Brooks Consulting, LLC for Professional 
Electrical Engineering Services for FY26 to be funded from the adopted electric budget 
(Amended) 

REGULAR ITEMS (A three minute time limit per person has been established per Municipal 
Code Section 2-18) 

7. Accept the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) Electric Distribution Audit      
covering the period of March 10-14, 2025, as documented in the final report dated                
June 25, 2025          (ACT) 

REPORTS             (INF) 

8. Monthly Activity Report May 2025   

9. Present Perfected Rights Report June 2025 

10. EUSI, LLC operational support services relating to the wastewater treatment facility and 
collection system June 2025 

MANAGER'S REPORT 

11. Manager Reports July 18 and 25, 2025 

BOARD REQUESTS 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

INTERNET ACCESS TO BOARD AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING AT: HTTP://WWW.CITYOFNEEDLES.COM 

Posted:  July 31, 2025 

 
SB 343-DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS -- Any public record, relating to an 
open session agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to the meeting is available for public 

inspection at the Administrative Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA  92363. 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact Cheryl Sallis, Secretary to the Board, at (760) 326-2113 ext 115. 

Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to 
ensure accessibility to this meeting (28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title II). 

 



K. R. Saline 
& Associates, PLC

Prepared For:

City of Needles

Rate Study Results

July 17th, 2025
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Objectives

Rate Study Results 2

Identify

• Cost to serve 
each customer 
class

Evaluate

• Current rate 
structure so 
that all costs 
are covered

Recommend

• Options for 
new rates 
based on 
results
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Revenue Requirements

Cost-of-Service Study 3
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Financial Assumptions
Escalators Affecting Revenues

Cost-of-Service Study 4

Account Growth:

0.63%

Energy Sales:

0.25%

CPI Inflation:

2.6%
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Financial Assumptions
Escalators Affecting Expenses

Cost-of-Service Study 5

Health Insurance:

4.3%

Salaries & Wages:

3.8%

Retirement:

3.2%

Fuel, Utilities, Chemicals:

5.5%

Contract Services:

5.1%
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Revenue Requirements  
No Rate Intervention

Cost-of-Service Study 6
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Revenue Requirements  
No Rate Intervention

Cost-of-Service Study 7
Item 1.



K. R. Saline 
& Associates, PLC

Cost-of-Service Analysis
FY2026 Test Year

Cost-of-Service Study 8
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K. R. Saline 
& Associates, PLC

Purpose
A Cost-of-Service study is intended to allocate costs based on their functional purpose
across different customer groups for the purpose of ensuring customers pay a fair and
justifiable rate that is tied closely to their cost causation and is aligned with the utility’s
operational and financial needs.

Customer Groups

• Pursuant to the study requirements, KRSA evaluated the customer data and developed
customer groupings consistent with other utilities and aligned with Needle’s specific customer
profiles. This resulted in the following customer groups that were incorporated into the cost-
of-service analysis:

• Residential

• Small Commercial (0-25kW)

• Medium Commercial (25-100 kW)

• Large Commercial (100kW +)

• Street Lighting

Cost-of-Service Study 9
Item 1.



K. R. Saline 
& Associates, PLC

Unbundled Results

Cost-of-Service Study 10

Residential

Small 

Commercial

 (0-25kW)

Medium 

Commercial

 (25kW-100kW)

Large 

Commercial 

(100kW+)

Street 

Lights

Unbundled

   Metering & Billing $20.32 $20.88 $34.44 $170.89 $0.09

Service Connection $22.82 $45.63 $114.08 $159.71 $17.21

Delivery

Per MWh $36.00 $35.85 $6.85

Per kW $6.29 $5.51

Generation - Energy per MWh $28.79 $28.79 $28.80 $64.67 $64.67

Generation - Capacity Per MWh $64.99 $75.21 $50.78 $23.50

Generation - Capacity Per kW $9.01
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Rate Design

Cost-of-Service Study 11
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Rate Design

Customer + 

Over/Under Hydro

Customer 

Classification / 

Flat Rates Complex Demand 

Rates, Seasonal/ 

Time of Use/ 

Standby

Advanced Time of 

Use / Market 

Based Rates/ 

Demand Response/ 

Buyback

C
o

m
p

le
x

it
y

Customer Control / Difficulty to Implement/ Resource Management
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Option 1
Current Rate Structure – No Rate Change

Cost-of-Service Study 13

Charge Type Charge 

Amount

Basic Service 

Charge

$36.22

Hydro Allotment 

(401kWh)

$0.0818

Over Hydro $0.1338

CA Cons. Charge $0.0025

Utility User Tax

Winter Rates Summer Rates

Charge Type Charge 

Amount

Basic Service 

Charge

$36.22

Hydro Allotment 

(401kWh)

$0.0704

Over Hydro $0.1238

CA Cons. Charge $0.0025

Utility User Tax 2.5%

Bill Sample

Residential

(1500 kWh)

Large 

Commercial 

(100kW+)

Basic Service Charge $36.22 $36.22

Hydro Allotment (754 kWh) $53.08 $53.08

Over Hydro $92.35 $29,351.25

CA Cons. Charge $3.75 $594.60

$185.41 $30,035.15
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Option 2
Customer & Energy Charge

Cost-of-Service Study 14

Energy Only Rates Total Residential

Small 

Commercial

 (0-25kW)

Medium 

Commercial

 (25kW-

100kW)

Large 

Commercial 

(100kW+) Street Lights

Customer Charge $53.17 $45.15 $69.63 $155.47 $346.08 $18.11

Delivery Charge Per kWh $0.0133 $0.0198 $0.0230 $0.0155 $0.0073 $0.0072$0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000 $0.0000

Power Charge Per kWh $0.1073 $0.1160 $0.1234 $0.0944 $0.1009 $0.0923

Residential

(1500 kWh)

Large Commercial 

(100kW+)

Customer Charge $45.15 $346.08

Delivery Charge Per MWh $29.75 $1,744.26

Power Charge Per MWh $174.04 $24,001.19

CA Cons. Charge $3.75 $594.60

$252.69 $26,686.12

Bill Sample
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Option 3
Customer, Demand and Energy Rates

Cost-of-Service Study 15

Energy+Demand Rates Total Residential

Small 

Commercial

 (0-25kW)

Medium 

Commercial

 (25kW-

100kW)

Large 

Commercial 

(100kW+) Street Lights

Customer Charge $53.17 $45.15 $69.63 $155.47 $346.08 $18.11

Delivery Charge Per kWh $0.0133 $0.0198 $0.0230 $0.0072

Delivery Charge Per kW $3.84 $2.75 $0.00

Power Capacity Charge Per kW $9.43 $0.00

Power Energy Charge Per kWh $0.1073 $0.1160 $0.1234 $0.0944 $0.0758 $0.0923

Residential

(1500 kWh)

Large Commercial 

(100kW+)

Customer Charge $45.15 $346.08

Delivery Charge Per MWh $29.75 $0.00

Delivery Charge Per kW $0.00 $1,525.00

Power Capacity Charge Per kW $0.00 $5,231.12

Power Energy Charge Per MWh $174.04 $18,017.97

CA Cons. Charge $3.75 $594.60

$252.69 $25,714.77

Bill Sample
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Street Light Pricing
Proposed Rate Change

Cost-of-Service Study 16

Type Size KWh

Current 

Rate

Proposed 

Rate

Decorator 100 43 11.74 $22.39

Sodium 100 43 8.62 $22.39

Sodium 200 85 14.58 $26.57

Sodium 400 171 27.15 $35.12

LED 38 16 4.24 $19.71
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Results

Cost-of-Service Study 17

•Detailed 

review of 

all options

Ad Hoc 

Committee

•Proceed 

with 

current 

rates

•Update 

Street 

Lighting 

costs

Decision
•Simplicity

•Equal 

Fairness

Reason
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Thank You!

Questions?
Written questions or comments 
can be sent to
adb@krsaline.com

Prepared by:

KRSA District Services Team

Cost-of-Service Study 18

Utility Formation, Governance, Federal Power Systems, 
Power Supply, Power Markets, Budgeting, Financing, Rates, 

Billing, Bookkeeping, Reporting, and More!

Kenneth Saline P.E.
Dennis Delaney P.E.

Jeffrey Woner
Kent Simer

Daniel Pritchard
Jennifer Torpey

Scott Saline
Maggie Bauer
Ashley Blank

Nicole Klinker
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BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 

July 1, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities held on the 1st day of July, 2025, was   

called to order at 4:00 p.m. with CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL presiding and the following 

COMMISSIONERS present: 

 

COMMISSIONERS JONES, WALTERS, BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 

Also Present: SECRETARY SALLIS, UTILITY MANAGER TORRANCE AND OTHER KEY 

STAFF 

 

EX ABSNC COMMISSIONER BROWN MOVED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CAIRNS, to grant an excused absence to COMMISSIONER McNEIL.  Motion 

carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES: CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL, COMMISSIONERS JONES, 

WALTERS, BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 NOES:  NONE 

 ABSENT: COMMISSIONER McNEIL 

 

Deputy City Clerk Sallis administered the Oath of Office to new Board Member Keith Jones and 

all extended a welcome. 

 

APPROVAL COMMISSIONER BROWN MOVED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

AGENDA POWELL, to approve the agenda.  Motion carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES: CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL, COMMISSIONERS JONES, 

WALTERS, BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 NOES:  NONE 

 ABSENT: COMMISSIONER McNEIL 

 

CORSPNDN: None 

 

PBLC APRN: None 

 

PRESENTN; Utility Manager Torrance explained that for several months staff has been 

 working on a financial model for a new rate study for water, wastewater and 

WTR & WW electric.  The PowerPoint presentation today is water and wastewater and will 

RATE STDY show the model for those two departments.  She introduced the consultant, Brian 

Bass, Manager, Raftelis.  

 

 Mr. Bass went over his PowerPoint including the rate study process, financial 

planning and rate projections, financial assumptions, water and wastewater status 

quo pro forma, financial plan results detail, proposed water and wastewater rates 

and bill impacts.  He noted that a cost of service analysis is required under Prop 

218. 
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July 1, 2025 

Page 2 

 

Utility Manager Torrance spoke on the importance of a rate study to assure the 

utilities have enough revenue to cover all expenses noting that there cannot be 

borrowing between funds and each must stand independently.  Water has been 

successful and only looking at a 3% increase but that's not the case with 

wastewater which has a lot of capital needs that are not able to be done.  In order 

to avoid debt in wastewater, the rate increase will be spread over a five year plan.  

This is for information only today.  The electric update will be on the next agenda 

and will be looking at different rate structures. 

 

 CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL explained that the Board approved the wastewater 

budget which included a list of capital projects so if any Board Member wants to 

see the millions of dollars, they're on that list.  He also noted that the annual cost 

of living adjustment (COLA) will be coming in August or September to be 

implemented in October.  COMMISSIONER BROWN asked that the list of 

capital projects be provided to the Board. 

 

CNST CAL: COMMISSIONER BROWN MOVED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CAIRNS, to pull agenda item 5 (Adopt the State Water Resources Control Board 

Cross Connection Control [CCC] Plan as prepared by John Bush, Bush's 

Backflow, Cross Connection Control Specialist) and approve consent calendar 

agenda items 2, 3, 4 and 6 

 

2. Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held June 17, 2025  

3. Approve the Annual Depository Statement for fiscal year 2025-2026 for bond 

debt service, contract services, purchase payments, and reimbursement of non-

utility sanitation revenues deposited with the Authority and authorize finance 

staff to make monthly transfers from NPUA to City accounts 

4. Accept the 2025 Reservoir Inspection Reports for the East Tank and West 

Tank located on San Clemente at Clary Drive and the High Tank located on 

Parkway 

6. Approve the Power Purchase Cost Adjustment (PCA) for April 2025 and 

continue the over-hydro rate of $0.1238 as established June 1, 2025 

 

Motion to approve agenda item 2 carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES: CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL, COMMISSIONERS WALTERS, 

BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 NOES:  NONE 

 ABSENT: COMMISSIONER McNEIL 

 ABSTAIN: COMMISSIONER JONES 

 

  Motion to approve agenda items 3, 4 and 6 carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES: CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL, COMMISSIONERS JONES, 

WALTERS, BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 NOES:  NONE 

 ABSENT: COMMISSIONER McNEIL 
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CRSS CNCT COMMISSIONER BROWN questioned if all water systems were required to 

CONTROL adopt the Cross Connection Control (CCC) Plan by July 1, 2024.  Utility Manager 

PLAN Torrance explained that the city requested an extension and have submitted this 

draft plan for State review and comment.  The due date of July 1, 2024 on the 

Board cover sheet is in error and should be July 1, 2025. 

 

 COMMISSIONER BROWN MOVED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CAIRNS, to approve consent calendar agenda item 5 and adopt the State Water 

Resources Control Board Cross Connection Control [CCC] Plan as prepared by 

John Bush, Bush's Backflow, Cross Connection Control Specialist.  Motion 

carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

AYES: CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL, COMMISSIONERS JONES, 

WALTERS, BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 NOES:  NONE 

 ABSENT: COMMISSIONER McNEIL 

 

REG ITEMS: COMMISSIONER CAIRNS MOVED, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

 BROWN, to appoint COMMISSIONER WALTERS to the Alternative Energy 

ALT ENGY Ad Hoc Committee.  Motion carried by the following roll call vote: 

AD HOC  

COMM AYES:  CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL, COMMISSIONERS JONES,  

WALTERS, BROWN, CAIRNS AND POWELL 

 NOES:  NONE 

 ABSENT: COMMISSIONER McNEIL 

 

 CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL briefly explained the purpose and goals of the Ad Hoc 

Committee and COMMISSIONER BROWN requested that COMMISSIONER 

WALTERS be provided a copy of the latest engineering study on the different 

sites. 

 

REPORTS: CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL acknowledged the following reports: 1) EUSI, LLC 

operational support services relating to the wastewater treatment facility             

and collection system May 2025; 2) Present Perfected Rights Report May 2025; 

3) Monthly activity report April 2025 

 

MGR’S RPT: Utility Manager Torrance reported: 1) provided an update on the California 

Avenue pole yard improvements; 2) power outage on Saturday when a tumble-

weed got into the powerlines and caught fire near the Murl Shaver Substation;    

3) water leak on Beach Drive involving electric with water leaking out of conduit 

lines; 4) California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) inspection/audit was 

conducted on the electric system regarding General Order (GO) 95.  Will bring 

final report to the Board along with findings and cost estimate/plan to implement; 

and 5) water dept. is cleaning up well #15 site as it has been a junk yard for 

scrap/surplus materials. 

 

BRD RQSTS: None 
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CHAIRMAN CAMPBELL declared the regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities held on 

the 1st day of July, 2025, adjourned at 4:41 p.m. 

 

 

 

ATTEST:______________________________  _______________________________ 

                            Chairman                         Secretary 
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025 
 
 Title: Accept the AB32 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Verification Report 

2024 Emissions prepared by WZI Inc.  
 

  Background:  The California Air Resources Board requires a third-party verifier of the 
GHG. WZI Inc. reported, “The City of Needles’ 2024 emission data reports for Electric Power Entity 
(ARB AD 3047) are found to be free of material misstatement and in conformance with the 
Mandatory Reporting Requirement”. The City’s annual metric ton of CO2e is reported for 2024 is 29,815.  
 
Every year, covered entities turn in allowances and offsets for 30 percent of the previous year’s 
emissions. The City of Needles meets this requirement annually by utilizing the free allocation of 
allowances provided by CARB. For 2024, the City of Needles has 6,082 free allowances.  
 
At the end of each compliance period, covered entities must turn in the remaining 70 percent allowances 
and a limited number of offsets covering the remainder of emissions in that compliance period. To meet 
the remaining 70 percent requirement, entities may participate in CARB auctions or purchase 
allowances and offsets from the open market. The current compliance period is a three-year period 
beginning in 2024 to 2026.  
 
 Fiscal Impact: Remaining allowances and offsets for 2024 are 23,733; market prices for  
2023 was $37.40/allowance. The estimated fiscal impact for 2024 GHG allowances and offsets is  
$887K. The City of Needles will not transact for the required allowances and offsets until the enclosed  
verification report is accepted by CARB and posted to the City of Needles Compliance and Tracking  
System to verify quantities needed.  
 
 Environmental Impact:  Reduction in greenhouse gas emissions  

 
 Recommended Action: Accept the AB32 Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Verification Report 

2024 Emissions prepared by WZI Inc.  
 

 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
   

 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/28/2025
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025 
 
                       Title: Approve Change Order #1 with Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc. to 
include a Joint Pole Cost of Service Analysis in the Comprehensive Electric, Water and Wastewater 
Utility Cost of Service Ratemaking Study at a cost not to exceed $5,000 to be funded from the adopted 
FY26 electric budget 
 

  Background:  The City of Needles issued a solicitation for qualified firms  
to conduct a Rate Study. The goal is to assist in determining how the City funds the administration, 
operation, maintenance, capital replacement, and improvements of its electric, water, and wastewater 
system. Raftelis was awarded the contract in October 2024. Raftelis subcontracted the electric review to 
K.R. Saline & Associates, PLC.  
 
During the scope development, staff requested K.R. Saline & Associates, PLC to conduct a detailed Joint 
Pole Cost of Service Analysis into the electric rate analysis. The current joint pole fees have not been 
reviewed since the early 80’s. The annual joint pole fees must include the actual cost to provide this 
service, including the current market replacement costs of power poles, wires, and other equipment.  
 
The Joint Pole Cost of Service will be incorporated into the electric rate analysis, and a final report will be 
provided in late August 2025.  

 
 Fiscal Impact: Change order fees of $5,000 to be funded by the electric adopted FY 26 

budget. 
 
    Environmental Impact:  N/A 

 
    Recommended Action: Approve Change Order #1 with Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc. to 
include a Joint Pole Cost of Service Analysis in the utility ratemaking study, at a cost not to exceed 
$5,000, to be funded from the adopted FY26 electric budget 
 

 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
   

 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/28/2025
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445 S Figueroa Street, Suite 1925, Los Angeles, CA 90071

www.raftelis.com

July 28, 2025

Rainie Torrance
Utility Manager
City of Needles
817 3rd Street
Needles, California 92363

Subject: Electric, Water, and Wastewater Utility Cost of Service Rate Making Study

Dear Rainie:

Attached is a contract amendment from K.R. Saline in the amount of $5,000 for supplement work on this study.
This increases their portion of contract amount from $30,014 to $35,014 and increases the total contractual amount
from $98,774 to $103,774.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Todd Cristiano, Vice President
445 S Figueroa Street, Suite 1925, Los Angeles, CA 90071
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
      Meeting Date: August 5, 2025 
 
                           Title:  Approve the First Amendment to Non-Exclusive License Agreement for 

Joint Use of Poles between the City of Needles and Fort Mojave Telecommunications, Inc., 
authorizing additional attachments along Erin Drive, Washington Street, and Highland Avenue   

 
  Background:   In December 2024, the Board of Public Utilities and the City Council 
authorized a new joint pole agreement with the Fort Mojave Telecommunications Inc.  
 
The Joint Pole Agreements allow the communications companies access to install communication  
services above ground rather than directly buried. The Joint Pole agreement is an agreement  
whereby each party has the right to attach to and occupy space on a power pole.  
 
The original agreement allowed two connections. The first location is Eagle Pass Road, where  
the NPUA has two poles that cross BNSF tracks, and the second is on Needles Highway to cross a  
San Bernardino County flood control area.  
 
Fort Mojave Telecommunications has requested additional attachments along Erin, Washington and 
Highland due to the trenching ordinance requirements on newly paved asphalt. Staff have reviewed 
the locations and have no objections to the additional attachments. 

 
 Fiscal Impact: Additional revenues for the Electric Department  
 
 Environmental Impact:  N/A 

 
    Recommended Action: Approve the First Amendment to the Non-Exclusive License Agreement for 

Joint Use of Poles between the City of Needles and Fort Mojave Telecommunications, Inc., 
authorizing additional attachments along Erin Drive, Washington Street, and Highland Avenue. 

 
 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
   

 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/28/2025
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FIRST AMENDMENT  
TO  

NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE AGREEMENT   
FOR THE JOINT USE OF POLES 

 
FIRST AMENDMENT TO NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR THE JOINT USE 
OF POLES (“Amendment”) is made and entered into as of July 23, 2025 (“Effective Date”), by and 
between Citizens Utilities Rural Company, a California corporation, doing business as Fort Mojave 
Telecommunications, Inc. hereinafter referred to as “Licensee”, and the City of Needles, a 
California charter city and the Needles Public Utility Authority, collectively hereinafter referred to 
as “City.” Licensee and City may be referred to individually as a “Party” and collectively as the 
“Parties.”  
 

RECITALS 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties entered into that certain Non-Exclusive License Agreement for Joint Use 
of Poles dated December 10, 2024 (“Agreement”); and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement, Licensee was granted a non-exclusive license to utilize 
certain Joint Use Poles owned by City, as photos of and identifier described in Exhibit "A" to the 
Agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Agreement to add nine (9) additional Joint Use Poles 
to the scope of the Agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 14.2 of the Agreement provides that any modification to the Agreement will 
be effective only if in writing and signed by both Parties. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing Recitals and the mutual covenants contained 
herein, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby 
acknowledged, City and Licensee agree as follows:   
 
1. Incorporation of Recitals. The Parties hereby agree that the recitals set forth in this 
Amendment are deemed incorporated into this Amendment and the Agreement by this reference.  
 
2. Definitions. All capitalized terms used but not defined in this First Amendment shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in the Agreement.  
 
3. Amendment to Recital A. The Parties hereby agree that Recital A of the Agreement is hereby 
deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:  
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A.  The Licensee has requested approval from Needles Public Utility Authority 
("NPUA") to utilize certain power poles across eleven (11) specific locations to expand the 
Licensee's service area within California jurisdiction, as follows: (i) Location One: Eagle Pass 
Road, where the NPUA has two (2) power poles; (ii) Location Two: Needles Highway, crossing a 
San Bernardino County flood control area; (iii) Location Three: NPUA identification number 
4883N Highland; (iv) Location Four: NPUA identification number 4878N Dead end on Highland; 
(v) Location Five: NPUA identification number 4864N Highland; (vi) Location Six: NPUA 
identification number 4608N Erin Drive; (vii) Location Seven: NPUA identification number 
4595N Erin Drive; (viii) Location Eight: Situated on Fremont & Highland (no NPUA identification 
number); (ix) Location Nine: NPUA identification number 2713N L-Street at Fremont & 
Highland; (x) Location Ten: NPUA identification number 4689N Washington & Bailey; and (xi) 
Location Eleven: NPUA identification number 4584N Washington & Bailey. Photographic 
documentation of each Joint Use Pole is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” (hereinafter "Joint Use 
Pole" or "Joint Use Poles") and incorporated herein by this reference. 
  
4. Amendment to Recital B. The Parties hereby agree that Recital B of the Agreement is hereby 
deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 
 
 B. The Parties agree that this nonexclusive license Agreement only pertains to the Joint 
Use Poles depicted in Exhibit “A” as amended by the first Amendment to this Agreement executed on 
July 23, 2025; and  
 
5. Amendment to Section 7.1. The Parties hereby agree that Section 7.1 of the Agreement is 
hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:  
 
 7.1 Pole Attachment Fee. The annual fee for calendar year 2025 shall be $7.78 per pole 
(“Annual Attachment Fee”). The Annual Attachment Fee shall be adjusted effective January 1 of 
each year. The amount of adjustment will be calculated by utilizing the National Consumer Price 
Index as follows: (i) the most recent published index number for the current year will be used as 
the fee adjuster to the next year’s Annual Attachment Fee, (ii) the percentage of change in the 
average index numbers will be applied to the current year’s Annual Attachment Fee, which will be 
effective January 1 of the next year, and (iii) the Annual Attachment Fee billing for the next year 
will be forwarded to Licensee by December 15 of each year. 
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Annual Attachment Fee will be adjusted in its entirety upon 
the successful completion of a rate study conducted by the City, in which case the findings of the 
study shall supersede the National Consumer Price Index.  City has unilateral authority to 
determine the success of the rate study and the results will apply upon City’s sole determination.  
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6. Pole Attachment Fee. The Parties acknowledge and agree that the Annual Attachment Fee
set forth in the Amended Section 7.1 above shall apply to each of the additional Joint Use Poles
listed in Section 3 of this Amendment.

7. The Parties hereby agree that Exhibit “A” of the Agreement is hereby deleted in its entirety and
replaced with Amended Exhibit “A” attached hereto this Amendment as Exhibit “A.”

8. All other terms of the Agreement not expressly amended by this Amendment shall remain in
full force and effect.

9. This Amendment shall be governed by the laws of the State of California. Any legal action
arising from or related to this Amendment shall be brought in the state or federal courts of the State of
California in and for the County of San Bernardino.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereby have made and executed this Amendment to be 
effective as of the day and year first above written. 

CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA FORT MOJAVE TELECOMMUNCIATIONS, 
INC. 

By: _____________________ By: _____________________ 

Title: ____________________ Title: ____________________ 

Date: ____________________ Date: ____________________  

ATTEST: 

________________________ 
City Clerk 

Approved As To Form: 

_________________________ 
City Attorney 

General Manager

July 25, 2025
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EXHIBIT “A” 
AMENDED EXHIBIT “A” 

(JOINT USE POLES) 
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Location Three 

 

Location Four 

 
Location Five 

 
Location Six 
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Location Seven 

 

Location Eight:  

 
Location Nine 

 

Location Ten 
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Location Eleven:  

 
 
Location Twelve: 
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Location Thirteen: 

 
 
Location Fourteen: 
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Location Fifteen: 
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025 
 
 Title: Authorize a not to exceed expenditure of $15,000 for Brooks Consulting, 
LLC for Professional Electrical Engineering Services for FY26 to be funded from the adopted electric 
budget  
 

  Background:   In 2020, the Needles Public Utility Authority (NPUA) issued a request for 
proposals for professional electrical engineering services. Brook’s contract was extended in 2023 for an 
additional three years.  

 
Staff utilizes Brooks Consulting's expertise on all project development, including new construction, solar 
development. Staff also utilized Brook’s for non-development projects such as adjusting and setting 
reclosures at the substations, breaker adjustments, recommendations on modifying equipment, and load 
profiling for Western Area Power Administration.  

 
 Fiscal Impact: $15,000 to be funded from the Electric Department’s Operations and 

Maintenance Budget for FY26. 
 
 Environmental Impact:  N/A 

 
 Recommended Action: Authorize a not to exceed expenditure of $15,000 for Brooks Consulting, 
LLC for Professional Electrical Engineering Services for FY26 to be funded from the adopted electric 
budget  
  
 

 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
   

 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/30/2025

[AMENDED]
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CITY OF NEEDLES 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

1. PARTIES AND DATE.

This Agreement is made and entered into this ____ day of _______, between the CITY
OF NEEDLES, a California Charter City, (hereinafter referred to as the “City”) and Brooks
Consulting LLC (hereinafter referred to as “Consultant”).  City and Consultant are
sometimes individually referred to as “Party” and collectively as “Parties.”

2. RECITALS.

2.1 Services.

The City solicited proposals to provide Professional Services for Electrical Engineering
pursuant to that certain Request for Proposals, which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A.”

2.2 Proposal

Consultant has made a proposal (“Proposal”) to the City dated ___          _to provide
such professional services, which Proposal is attached hereto as Exhibit “B.”

2.3 Consultant.

City desires to retain Consultant to perform and assume responsibility for the provision
of such services required by the City on the terms and conditions set forth in this
Agreement.  Consultant represents and warrants to City that Consultant possesses the
necessary skills, licenses, certifications, qualifications, personnel and equipment to
provide such services.

3. TERMS.

3.1 Scope of Services and Term. 

3.1.1 Professional Services.  Consultant agrees to perform the services 
described herein and in “Exhibit B” (“Services”).  All Services shall, as is 
consistent with the generally accepted professional standard of care, be 
performed in the manner and according to the timeframe set forth in the 
Proposal.   Consultant designates _self or various persons  as Consultant’s 
professional responsible for overseeing the Services provided by 
Consultant.   

3.1.2 Term. This Agreement shall become effective when executed and shall 
remain in effect until terminated as provided herein.  Notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary in this Agreement, this Agreement shall 

13th October

September 14, 2020
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automatically terminate after __3_ years unless extended in writing by 
the Parties with the approval of the City Council of the City.   

3.1.3 Conflict.  In the event that the terms of the Proposal shall conflict with 
the terms of this Agreement, or contain additional terms other than the 
Services to be rendered and the price for the Services, the terms of this 
Agreement shall govern and said additional or conflicting terms shall be 
of no force or effect.   

3.2 Responsibilities of Consultant. 

3.2.1 Control and Payment of Subordinates; Independent Contractor.  The 
Services shall be performed by Consultant or by its employees under 
Consultant’s supervision.  Consultant will determine the means, methods 
and details of performing the Services subject to the requirements of this 
Agreement.  The City retains Consultant on an independent contractor 
basis and not as an employee.  Consultant retains the right to perform 
similar or different services for other clients during the term of this 
Agreement.  Any additional personnel performing the Services under this 
Agreement on behalf of Consultant shall also not be employees of the 
City and shall at all times be under Consultant’s exclusive direction and 
control.  Consultant shall pay all wages, salaries, and other amounts due 
such personnel in connection with their performance of Services under 
this Agreement and as required by law.  Consultant shall determine its 
own work hours and schedule; provide its own equipment; maintain its 
own offices; provide its own vehicles; insurance; cell phones and office 
phones; and Consultant shall be solely responsible for managing and 
supervising its personnel and employees.  Consultant shall further be 
responsible for all reports and obligations, including, but not limited to: 
social security taxes, income tax withholding, payroll taxes, 
unemployment insurance, disability insurance, and workers’ 
compensation insurance. 

3.2.2 Standard of Care; Performance of Employees.  Consultant shall perform 
all Services under this Agreement in a skillful and reasonably prudent 
manner, consistent with, and limited to, the standard of skill and care 
generally recognized as being employed by professionals performing 
similar services at the same time in the same discipline in the same 
locality in the State of California. The Consultant makes no other 
representations or warranties, whether expressed or implied, 
with respect to the services rendered hereunder . Consultant 
represents and maintains that it is skilled in the professional calling 
necessary to perform the Services.  Consultant agrees that all employees 
and subcontractors shall have sufficient skill and experience to perform 
the Services assigned to them.  Finally, Consultant represents that it, its 
employees and subcontractors have all licenses, permits, qualifications 
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and approvals of whatever nature that are legally required to perform 
the Services, and that such licenses and approvals shall be maintained 
throughout the term of this Agreement.  As provided for in the 
indemnification provisions of this Agreement, Consultant shall perform, 
at its own cost and expense and without reimbursement from the City, 
any services necessary to correct errors or omissions which are caused by 
the Consultant’s failure to comply with the applicable standard of care. 
Any employee of the Consultant or its sub-consultants who is determined 
by the City to be uncooperative, incompetent, a threat to the adequate 
or timely completion of a Project, a threat to the safety of persons or 
property, or any employee who fails or refuses to perform Services in a 
manner acceptable to the City, shall be promptly removed from the 
Project by the Consultant and shall not be re-assigned to perform any 
Services to City. 

3.2.3 Laws and Regulations.  Consultant shall exercise usual and 
customary professional care in its efforts to  keep itself informed 
of and in compliance with applicable local, state and federal laws, rules 
and regulations affecting the performance of Services, including 
applicable Cal/OSHA requirements, and shall give notices required by 
law.  Consultant shall be liable for violations of such laws and regulations 
in connection with the Services, but only to the extent such violation 
constitutes a breach of the generally accepted professional standard of 
care  Consultant shall indemnify and hold the City, its officials, directors, 
officers, and employees harmless, pursuant to the indemnification 
provisions of this Agreement, from liability to the extent caused by its 
negligent failure to comply with such applicable laws, rules or 
regulations. 

3.2.4 Employment Eligibility.  Consultant shall be solely responsible for 
obtaining Employment Eligibility Verification information from 
Consultant’s employees, in compliance with the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986, Pub. L. 99-603 (8 U.S.C. 1324a), and shall ensure that 
Consultant’s employees are eligible to work in the United States.   

3.2.5 CalPers.  In the event that Consultant employs, contracts with, or 
otherwise utilizes any CalPers retirees in completing any of the Services 
performed hereunder, such instances shall be disclosed in advance to the 
City and shall be subject to the City’s advance written approval.   

3.2.6 Drug-free Workplace Certification.  By signing this Agreement, the 
Consultant hereby certifies under penalty of perjury under the laws of 
the State of California that the Consultant will comply with the 
requirements of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1990 (Government 
Code, Section 8350 et seq.) and will provide a drug-free workplace.  
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3.2.7 Safety. Consultant shall execute and maintain its work so as to avoid 
injury or damage to any person or property.  In carrying out its Services, 
the Consultant shall at all times be in compliance with applicable local, 
state and federal laws, rules and regulations, and shall exercise necessary 
precautions for the safety of its employees appropriate to the nature of 
the work and the conditions under which the work is to be performed. 
Safety precautions as applicable shall include, but shall not be limited to: 
(A) adequate life protection and life-saving equipment and procedures;
(B) instructions in accident prevention for all employees and
subcontractors, such as safe walkways, scaffolds, fall protection ladders,
bridges, gang planks, confined space procedures, trenching and shoring,
equipment and other safety devices, equipment and wearing apparel as
are necessary or lawfully required to prevent accidents or injuries; and
(C) adequate facilities for the proper inspection and maintenance of all
safety measures. Nothing herein shall be construed as establishing any
responsibility or obligation on the part of the Consultant for jobsite safety
issues, programs, or precautions of anyone but its own employees and
subconsultants for whom it is legally responsible.

4. Indemnification; Insurance.

4.1 Insurance.  Consultant shall maintain prior to the beginning of and for the 
duration of this Agreement insurance coverage as specified in Exhibit “C” attached to 
and made a part of this Agreement.     

4.2 Indemnity for Professional Liability.  When the law establishes a professional 
to the fullest extent permitted by law, Consultant shall indemnify and hold harmless 
the City and its officials, and employees (“Indemnified Parties”) from and against 
losses, liabilities, damages, costs and expenses, including reasonable legal counsel’s 
fees and costs, but only to the extent caused by any negligent performance of 
Consultant, its officers, agents, employees or subconsultants (or any agency or 
individual that Consultant shall bear the legal liability thereof) in the performance of 
professional services under this Agreement.  In no event shall the indemnification 
obligation extend beyond the date when the institution of legal or equitable 
proceedings for professional negligence would be barred by any applicable statute of 
repose or statute of limitations.  The parties expressly agree that this indemnity 
provision does not include, and in no event shall the Consultant be required to 
assume, any obligation or duty to defend any claims, causes of action, demands, or 
lawsuits in connection with or arising out of this Project or the services rendered by 
the Consultant. 

4.3 Indemnity Other than Professional Liability.  Other than in the performance of 
professional services and to the full extent permitted by law, Consultant shall indemnify, 
defend and hold harmless City, and any and all of its employees, officials and agents 
from and against any liability (including liability for claims, suits, actions, arbitration 

Item 6.



5 

proceedings, administrative proceedings, regulatory proceedings, losses, expenses or 
costs of any kind, whether actual, alleged or threatened, including legal counsel fees and 
costs, court costs, interest, defense costs, and expert witness fees), where the same 
directly arise out of, are a direct consequence of, or are in any way directly attributable 
to, in whole or in part, the performance of this Agreement by Consultant, including but 
not limited to officers, agents, employees or subcontractors of Consultant except where 
the same is caused by negligent or willful misconduct of the City.  

5. Responsibilities of City.

5.1 Requests. The City agrees to comply with all reasonable requests of Consultant 
and provide reasonable access to documents including objectives and constraints, space, 
capacity, and performance requirements, flexibility, and expandability, and any budgetary 
limitations, reasonably necessary to the performance of Consultant's duties under this 
Agreement.  In order to facilitate Consultant’s conformance with the performance schedule, 
the City shall respond to Consultant’s submittals in a timely manner.  

5.2 City Representative.  The City designates the City Manager or his designee as 
City representative (“City Representative”) with respect to the work to be performed under this 
Agreement.  The City Representative shall have complete authority to transmit instructions, 
receive information, and interpret and define the City’s policy and decisions with respect to 
materials, equipment, elements, and systems pertinent to the Services covered by this 
Agreement.   

6. Fees and Payments.

6.1 Compensation. City agrees to pay per the bid specifications submitted. 
Consultant shall be paid at the rates set forth in the Proposal and shall not increase any rate 
without the prior written consent of the City.  Notwithstanding anything in this Section 6, total 
fees and charges paid by City under this Agreement shall not exceed $ ______ without approval 
by the City Council of City.   

6.2 Invoices.  Consultant shall submit to the City a monthly itemized statement 
which indicates work completed and hours of Services rendered by Consultant.  The statement 
shall describe the amount of Services and supplies provided since the initial commencement 
date, or since the start of the subsequent billing periods, as appropriate, through the date of 
the statement.  City shall have the right to review and audit all invoices prior to or after 
payment to Consultant. This review and audit may include, but not be limited to City’s: 

a. Determination that any hourly fee charged is consistent with this
Agreement's approved hourly rate schedule; 

b. Determination that the multiplication of the hours billed times the
approved rate schedule dollars is correct; 

c. Determination that each item charged is the usual, customary, and
reasonable charge for the particular item. If City determines an item charged is greater 

6,600
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than usual, customary, or reasonable, or is duplicative, ambiguous, excessive, or 
inappropriate, City shall either return the bill to Consultant with a request for 
explanation or adjust the payment accordingly, and give notice to Consultant of the 
adjustment. 

6.3 Payment.  If the work is satisfactorily completed, City shall pay such 
invoice within fourty-five (45) days of its receipt.  Should City dispute any portion of any 
invoice, City shall pay the undisputed portion within the time stated above, and at the 
same time advise Consultant in writing of the disputed portion.   

6.4 Reimbursement for Expenses.  Consultant shall not be reimbursed for any 
expenses unless authorized in writing by the City Manager. 

6.5 Additional Services.  In the event Consultant performs additional or different 
services than those described herein without the prior written approval of the City Manager 
and/or City Council of City, Consultant shall not be compensated for such services.  Consultant 
expressly waives any right to be compensated for services and materials not covered by the 
scope of this Agreement or authorized by the City in writing.   

6.6 Prevailing Wages.  Consultant is aware of the requirements of California Labor 
Code Sections 1720, et seq., and 1770, et seq., as well as California Code of Regulations, Title 8, 
Section 16000, et seq., (“Prevailing Wage Laws”), which require the payment of prevailing wage 
rates and the performance of other requirements on certain “public works” and “maintenance” 
projects.  If the Services are being performed as part of an applicable “public works” or 
“maintenance” project, as defined by the Prevailing Wage Laws, and if the total compensation 
is $1,000 or more, Consultant agrees to fully comply with such Prevailing Wage Laws.  The City 
shall provide Consultant with a copy of the prevailing rates of per diem wages in effect at the 
commencement of this Agreement. Consultant shall make copies of the prevailing rates of per 
diem wages for each craft, classification or type of worker needed to execute the Services 
available to interested parties upon request, and shall post copies at the Consultant’s principal 
place of business and at the project site.   Consultant shall defend, indemnify and hold the City, 
its elected officials, officers, employees and agents free and harmless from any claims, 
liabilities, costs, penalties or interest arising out of any failure or alleged failure to comply with 
the Prevailing Wage Laws. 

6.7 Accounting Records. 

6.7.1 Maintenance and Inspection.  Consultant shall maintain complete and 
accurate records with respect to all costs and expenses incurred under 
this Agreement.  All such records shall be clearly identifiable.  Consultant 
shall allow a representative of the City during normal business hours to 
examine, audit, and make transcripts or copies of such records and any 
other documents created pursuant to this Agreement. Consultant shall 
allow inspection of all work, data, documents, proceedings, and activities 
related to the Agreement for a period of three (3) years from the date of 
final payment under this Agreement. 
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7. General Provisions.

7.1 Termination of Agreement. 

7.1.1 Grounds for Termination.  The City or Consultant may, by written notice 
to the other party, terminate this Agreement at any time and without 
cause by giving written notice to the other party of such termination, and 
specifying the effective date thereof, at least seven (7) days before the 
effective date of such termination. Upon termination, Consultant shall be 
compensated only for those Services which have been actually and 
adequately rendered to the City, and Consultant shall be entitled to no 
further compensation.   

7.1.2 Effect of Termination.  If this Agreement is terminated as provided 
herein, Consultant shall, as long as Consultant has been fully paid for 
Services rendered, provide all finished or unfinished Documents and Data 
(as defined below), programming source code, plans reports and other 
information of any kind prepared by Consultant in connection with the 
performance of Services under this Agreement.  Consultant shall be 
required to provide such documents and other information within fifteen 
(15) days of the request.  If the City subsequently reproduces project-
related documents or creates (or causes others to create) a derivative
work based upon project-related documents created by the Consultant,
the City shall completely remove the original professional seals, logos and
other indications on the documents of the identity of the Consultant. The
City agrees that any future use, reuse, or modification of the Consultant’s
work product without retaining and maintaining the retention of the
Consultant shall be at the City’s sole risk and without liability to the
Consultant and the City agrees to waive any and all claims against the
Consultant and release, defend, indemnify and hold the Consultant
harmless from any and all claims or liabilities arising therefrom.

7.1.3 Services.  In the event this Agreement is terminated in whole or in part as 
provided herein, the City may procure, upon such terms and in such 
manner as it may determine appropriate, services similar to those 
terminated. 

7.2 Delivery of Notices.  All notices permitted or required under this Agreement 
shall be given to the respective Parties at the following address, or at such other address as the 
respective parties may provide in writing for this purpose: 

To Vendor:  Brooks Consulting LLC 
 664 Vermilion Peak Dr. 
 Windsor, CO  80550 
 Attention: Christopher Brooks  
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To City: City of Needles 
817 Third Street 
Needles, CA   92363 
Attention:  City Manager 

Such notice shall be deemed made when personally delivered or when mailed, 
forty-eight (48) hours after deposit in the U.S.  Mail, first class postage prepaid 
and addressed to the Party at its applicable address.  Actual notice shall be 
deemed adequate notice on the date actual notice occurred, regardless of the 
method of service. 

7.3 Ownership of Materials and Confidentiality. 

7.3.1 City Ownership.  Upon full payment to Consultant for Services 

rendered, all documents and data (“Documents & Data”), including data 
on electric, digital or magnetic media, prepared by Consultant under this 
Agreement shall be the property of the City for use solely in connection 
with the purpose for which they were created, except that Consultant 
shall have the right to retain copies of all Documents & Data for its 
records.  The City recognizes that data, plans, specifications, reports, 
documents or other information recorded on or transmitted as electronic 
media are subject to undetectable alteration, either intentional or 
unintentional due to, among other causes, transmission, conversion, 
media degradation, software error, or human alteration.  Accordingly, the 
electronic documents provided to the City are for informational purposes 
only and are not intended as an end-product.  The Consultant makes no 
warranties, either expressed or implied, regarding the fitness or 
suitability of the electronic documents. If the City subsequently 
reproduces project-related documents or creates (or causes others to 
create) a derivative work based upon project-related documents created 
by the Consultant, the City shall completely remove the original 
professional seals, logos and other indications on the documents of the 
identity of the Consultant. The City agrees that any future use, reuse, or 
modification of the Consultant’s work product without retaining and 
maintaining the retention of the Consultant shall be at the City’s sole risk 
and without liability to the Consultant and the City agrees to waive any 
and all claims against the Consultant and release, defend, indemnify and 
hold the Consultant harmless from any and all claims or liabilities arising 
therefrom.   

7.3.2 Confidentiality.  All ideas, memoranda, specifications, plans, procedures, 
drawings, descriptions, computer program data, input record data, 
written information, and other Documents and Data either created by or 
provided to Consultant in connection with the performance of this 
Agreement shall be held confidential by Consultant.  Such materials shall 
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not, without the prior written consent of the City, be used by Consultant 
for any purposes other than the performance of the Services.  Nor shall 
such materials be disclosed to any person or entity not connected with 
the performance of the Services or the Project.  Nothing furnished to 
Consultant which is otherwise known to Consultant or is generally 
known, or has become known, to the related industry shall be deemed 
confidential.  Consultant shall not use the City’s name or insignia, 
photographs of the Project, or any publicity pertaining to the Services or 
the Project in any magazine, trade paper, newspaper, television or radio 
production or other similar medium without the prior written consent of 
the City. Disclosure of any information in compliance with any legal 
orders shall not constitute a breach of this provision. 

7.4 Cooperation; Further Acts.  The Parties shall reasonably cooperate with one 
another, and shall take any additional acts or sign any additional documents as may be 
necessary, appropriate or convenient to attain the purposes of this Agreement. Consultant shall 
not be required to take any additional acts or execute any documents that in any way might, in 
the sole judgment of the Consultant, increase the Consultant’s contractual or legal obligations 
or risks, or the availability or costs of its professional or general liability insurance. 

7.5 Entire Agreement.  This Agreement contains the entire Agreement of the Parties 
with respect to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior negotiations, 
understandings or agreements.  This Agreement may only be modified by a writing signed by 
both Parties. 

7.6 Governing Law.  This Agreement is entered into and shall be performed in 
Needles, California and shall be governed by the laws of the State of California.  Any claims 
arising under this Agreement shall be brought in the state or federal courts located in San 
Bernardino County.  The City and Consultant agree to submit all claims and disputes arising out 
of this Agreement to non-binding mediation prior to the initiation of legal proceedings. This 
provision shall survive completion or termination of this Agreement; however, neither party 
shall seek mediation of any claim or dispute arising out of this Agreement beyond the period of 
time that would bar the initiation of legal proceedings to litigate such claim or dispute under 
the applicable law. 

7.7 Time of Performance.  Consultant shall perform as expeditiously as is consistent 
with the generally accepted professional standard of care. 

7.8 City’s Right to Employ Other Consultants.  The City reserves the right to employ 
other consultants at any time for any purpose. 

7.9 Assignment; Sublease; Transfer.  Consultant shall not assign, sublease, 
hypothecate, or transfer, either directly or by operation of law, this Agreement or any interest 
herein without the prior signed written consent of the City Manager.  Any attempt to do so 
shall be null and void, and any assignees, hypothecates or transferees shall acquire no right or 
interest by reason of such attempted assignment, hypothecation or transfer. 
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7.10 Construction; References; Captions.  Since the Parties or their agents have 
participated fully in the preparation of this Agreement, the language of this Agreement shall be 
construed simply, according to its fair meaning, and not strictly for or against any Party.  Any 
term referencing time, days or period for performance shall be deemed calendar days and not 
work days.  All references to Consultant include all personnel, employees, and subcontractors 
of Consultant, except as otherwise specified in this Agreement.  All references to the City 
include its elected officials, officers, and employees except as otherwise specified in this 
Agreement.  The captions of the various articles and paragraphs are for convenience and ease 
of reference only, and do not define, limit, augment, or describe the scope, content, or intent of 
this Agreement. 

7.11 Amendment; Modification.  No supplement, modification, or amendment of this 
Agreement shall be binding unless executed in writing and signed by both Parties. 

7.12 Waiver.  No waiver of any default shall constitute a waiver of any other default 
or breach, whether of the same or other covenant or condition.  No waiver, benefit, privilege, 
or service voluntarily given or performed by a Party shall give the other Party any contractual 
rights by custom, estoppel, or otherwise. 

7.13 No Third Party Beneficiaries.   There are no intended third party beneficiaries of 
any right or obligation assumed by the Parties.  Nothing contained in this Agreement shall 
create a contractual relationship with, or a cause of action in favor of, a third party against 
either the City or the Consultant.  Consultant’s services hereunder are being performed solely 
for the benefit of the City, and no other entity shall have any claim against the Consultant 
because of this Agreement or the Consultant’s performance or nonperformance of services 
hereunder. 

7.14 Invalidity; Severability.  If any portion of this Agreement is declared invalid, 
illegal, or otherwise unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 
provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 

7.15 Improper Payment.  Consultant maintains and warrants that it has not employed 
nor retained any company or person, other than a bona fide employee working solely for 
Consultant, to solicit or secure this Agreement.  Further, Consultant warrants that it has not 
paid nor has it agreed to pay any company or person, other than a bona fide employee working 
solely for Consultant, any fee, commission, percentage, brokerage fee, gift or other 
consideration contingent upon or resulting from the award or making of this Agreement.  For 
breach or violation of this warranty, the City shall have the right to rescind this Agreement 
without liability.   

7.16 Conflict of Interest.  For the term of this Agreement, no member, officer, or 
employee of the City, during the term of his or her service with the City, shall have any direct 
interest in this Agreement, or obtain any present or anticipated material benefit arising 
therefrom. Consultant has read and is aware of the provisions of Section 1090 et seq. and 
Section 87100 et seq. of the Government Code relating to conflicts of interest of public officers 
and employees. Consultant agrees that they are unaware of any financial or economic interest 
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of any public officer or employee of the City relating to this Agreement. It is further understood 
and agreed that if such a financial interest does exist at the inception of this Agreement, the 
City may immediately terminate this Agreement by giving notice thereof. Consultant shall 
comply with the requirements of Government Code section 87100 et seq. and section 1090 in 
the performance of and during the term of this Agreement. 

7.17 Equal Opportunity Employment.  Consultant represents that it is an equal 
opportunity employer and it shall not discriminate against any subcontractor, employee or 
applicant for employment because of race, religion, color, national origin, handicap, ancestry, 
sex or age.  Such non-discrimination shall include, but not be limited to, all activities related to 
initial employment, upgrading, demotion, transfer, recruitment or recruitment advertising, 
layoff or termination.   

7.18 Labor Certification.  By its signature hereunder, Consultant certifies that it is 
aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the California Labor Code which require every 
employer to be insured against liability for Workers’ Compensation or to undertake self-
insurance in accordance with the provisions of that Code, and agrees to comply with such 
provisions before commencing the performance of the Services. 

7.19 Authority to Enter Agreement.  Consultant has all requisite power and authority 
to conduct its business and to execute, deliver, and perform the Agreement.  Each Party 
warrants that the individuals who have signed this Agreement have the legal power, right, and 
authority to make this Agreement and bind each respective Party. 

7.21 Counterparts.  This Agreement may be signed in counterparts, each of which 
shall constitute an original. 

7.22 Contents of Request for Proposal and Proposal.  Consultant is bound by the 
contents of City's Request for Proposal and the Proposal. In the event of conflict, the 
requirements of this Agreement shall take precedence over those contained in the Proposal 
and the City’s Request for Proposals. The incorporation of the Proposal shall be for the Services 
to be rendered and the price for such Services only, and any other terms and conditions 
included in the Proposal shall have no force and effect on this Agreement or the relationship 
between Consultant and/or City, unless expressly agreed to in writing. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have made and executed this Agreement on the date 
and year set forth above. 
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EXHIBIT A 

Request for Proposals 

[Attached behind this page] 
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EXHIBIT B 

Proposal 

[Attached behind this page] 
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EXHIBIT C 
Insurance Requirements 

Time for Compliance.  

Consultant shall not commence Services under this Agreement until it has provided evidence 
satisfactory to the City that it has secured all insurance required under this section.  In addition, 
Consultant shall not allow any subcontractor to commence work on any subcontract until it has 
provided evidence satisfactory to the City that the subcontractor has secured all insurance 
required under this section. 

Minimum Requirements. 

Consultant shall, at its expense, procure and maintain for the duration of the Agreement 
insurance against claims for injuries to persons or damages to property which may arise from or 
in connection with the performance of the Agreement by the Consultant, its agents, 
representatives, employees or subcontractors.  Consultant shall also require all of its 
subcontractors to procure and maintain the same insurance for the duration of the Agreement. 
Such insurance shall meet at least the following minimum levels of coverage: 

i. General liability. Consultant shall maintain commercial general liability insurance
with coverage at least as broad as Insurance Services Office form CG 00 01, in an
amount not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence, $2,000,000 general aggregate,
for bodily injury, personal injury, and property damage. The policy must include
contractual liability that has not been amended. Any endorsement restricting
standard ISO “insured contract” language will not be accepted.

ii. Automobile liability. Consultant shall maintain automobile insurance at least as
broad as Insurance Services Office form CA 00 01 covering bodily injury and
property damage for all activities of the Consultant arising out of or in
connection with the Services to be performed under this Agreement, including
coverage for any owned, hired, non-owned or rented vehicles, in an amount not
less than $1,000,000 combined single limit for each accident.

iii. Professional liability (errors & omissions).  Consultant shall maintain
professional liability insurance that covers the Services to be performed in
connection with this Agreement, in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 per
claim and in the aggregate. Any policy inception date, continuity date, or
retroactive date must be before the effective date of this Agreement and
Consultant agrees to maintain continuous coverage through a period no less
than three (3) years after completion of the Services required by this Agreement.

iv. Worker’s Compensation. Consultant shall maintain Workers’ Compensation
Insurance (Statutory Limits) and Employer’s Liability Insurance (with limits of at
least $1,000,000).
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Other Provisions or Requirements  

• Separation of Insureds; No Special Limitations.  All insurance required by this Section
shall contain standard separation of insured’s provisions.  In addition, such insurance
shall not contain any special limitations on the scope of protection afforded to the
City, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents and volunteers.

• Deductibles and Self-Insurance Retentions.  Any deductibles or self-insured
retentions must be declared to and approved by the City.  Consultant shall guarantee
that, at the option of the City, either:  (1) the insurer shall reduce or eliminate such
deductibles or self-insured retentions as respects the City, its directors, officials,
officers, employees, agents and volunteers; or (2) the Consultant shall procure a bond
guaranteeing payment of losses and related investigation costs, claims and
administrative and defense expenses.

• Acceptability of Insurers.  Insurance is to be placed with insurers with a current A.M.
Best’s rating no less than A:VII, licensed to do business in California, and satisfactory
to the City.

• Proof of insurance. Consultant shall provide certificates of insurance to City as
evidence of the insurance coverage required herein, along with a waiver of
subrogation endorsement for workers’ compensation. Insurance certificates and
endorsements must be approved by the City prior to commencement of
performance. Current certification of insurance shall be kept on file with City at all
times during the term of this contract. City reserves the right to require complete,
certified copies of all required insurance policies, at any time.

• City Approval.  All coverage types and limits required are subject to approval,
modification and additional requirements by City, as the need arises. Consultant shall
not make any reductions in scope of coverage (e.g. elimination of contractual liability
or reduction of discovery period) that may affect City’s protection without City’s prior
written consent.

• Primary/noncontributing. Coverage provided by Consultant shall be primary and any
insurance or self-insurance procured or maintained by City shall not be required to
contribute with it. The limits of insurance required herein may be satisfied by a
combination of primary and umbrella or excess insurance. Any umbrella or excess
insurance shall contain or be endorsed to contain a provision that such coverage shall
also apply on a primary and non-contributory basis for the benefit of City before the
City’s own insurance or self-insurance shall be called upon to protect it as a named
insured.

City’s rights of enforcement. In the event any policy of insurance required under this 
Agreement does not comply with these specifications or is canceled and not 
replaced, City has the right but not the duty to obtain the insurance it deems 
necessary and any premium paid by City will be promptly reimbursed by Consultant 
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or City will withhold amounts sufficient to pay premium from Consultant payments. 
In the alternative, City may cancel this Agreement.  Consultant acknowledges and 
agrees that any actual or alleged failure on the part of the City to inform Consultant 
of non-compliance with any requirement imposes no additional obligations on the 
City nor does it waive any rights hereunder. 

• Waiver of subrogation. All insurance coverage maintained or procured pursuant to 
this agreement shall be endorsed to waive subrogation against City, its elected or 
appointed officers, agents, officials, employees and volunteers or shall specifically 
allow Consultant or others providing insurance evidence in compliance with these 
specifications to waive their right of recovery prior to a loss. Consultant hereby 
waives its own right of recovery against City, and shall require similar written express 
waivers and insurance clauses from each of its subconsultants. 

• Requirements not limiting. Requirements of specific coverage features or limits 
contained in this Section are not intended as a limitation on coverage, limits or other 
requirements, or a waiver of any coverage normally provided by any insurance. 
Specific reference to a given coverage feature is for purposes of clarification only as it 
pertains to a given issue and is not intended by any party or insured to be all 
inclusive, or to the exclusion of other coverage, or a waiver of any type. If the 
Consultant maintains higher limits than the minimums shown above, the City 
requires and shall be entitled to coverage for the higher limits maintained by the 
Consultant. Any available insurance proceeds in excess of the specified minimum 
limits of insurance and coverage shall be available to the City. 

• Notice of cancellation. Consultant agrees to oblige its insurance agent or broker and 
insurers to provide to City with a thirty (30) day notice of cancellation (except for 
nonpayment for which a ten (10) day notice is required) or nonrenewal of coverage 
for each required coverage. 

• Additional insured status. All policies required herein shall provide or be endorsed to 
provide that City and its officers, officials, employees, and agents, and volunteers 
shall be additional insureds under such policies.  

• Pass through clause. Consultant agrees to ensure that its subconsultants, 
subcontractors, and any other party involved with the project who is brought onto or 
involved in the project by Consultant, provide the same minimum insurance coverage 
and endorsements required of Consultant. Consultant agrees to monitor and review 
all such coverage and assumes all responsibility for ensuring that such coverage is 
provided in conformity with the requirements of this section. Consultant agrees that 
upon request, all agreements with consultants, subcontractors, and others engaged 
in the project will be submitted to City for review. 

• City’s right to revise specifications. The City reserves the right at any time during the 
term of the contract to change the amounts and types of insurance required by giving 
the Consultant ninety (90) days advance written notice of such change. If such change 
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results in substantial additional cost to the Consultant, the City and Consultant may 
renegotiate Consultant’s compensation. 

• Timely notice of claims. Consultant shall give City prompt and timely notice of claims 
made or suits instituted that arise out of or result from Consultant’s performance 
under this Agreement, and that involve or may involve coverage under any of the 
required liability policies. 

• Additional insurance. Consultant shall also procure and maintain, at its own cost and 
expense, any additional kinds of insurance, which in its own judgment may be 
necessary for its proper protection and prosecution of the work.   
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025 
 
 Title: Accept the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) Electric  
Distribution Audit Report dated June 25, 2025   
 

  Background:   The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), through its Electric 
 Safety and Reliability Branch (ESRB), conducted a scheduled audit of the City of Needles’ electric 
 distribution system from March 10–14, 2025. The audit included both a review of internal records and 
 field inspections of overhead and underground infrastructure.  

 
 On June 25, 2025, the CPUC issued a formal audit report identifying multiple findings and potential 
 violations under various General Orders (GOs), including GO 95, GO 128, and GO 165. The City was 
 required to respond by July 25, 2025, detailing corrective actions taken. 

 
 City staff and management reviewed the CPUC audit findings and submitted a comprehensive  
 response on July 25, 2025, detailing corrective actions and preventive measures. These include  
 establishing auditable maintenance and inspection programs under GO 95 and GO 165,  
 implementing vegetation management, patrol logs, and inspections of overhead and underground  
 systems. Physical corrections included repainting corroded transformers, replacing missing high- 
 voltage signage, repairing ground wires and molding, and addressing down guy wires and locking  
 mechanisms. The response has been submitted to the CPUC and will be publicly posted in accordance 
with their transparency policy. 
 
 Fiscal Impact: The total estimated cost to address the CPUC audit findings is $10,000.  
This includes the replacement of two leaking pad-mounted transformers at $3,900 each, repairs to  
signage, ground wiring, pole steps, and equipment corrosion, as well as associated staff time and  
materials. All expenses will be covered by the Electric Department’s existing Operations and  
Maintenance budget. 
 
 Environmental Impact:  N/A 

 
 Recommended Action: Accept the California Public Utilities  
Commission (CPUC) Electric Distribution Audit covering the period of March 10–14, 2025, as  
documented in the final report dated June 25, 2025. 
 

 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
   

City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/28/2025
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA                Gavin Newsom, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

505 VAN NESS AVENUE 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 

         
June 25, 2025        EA2025-1291 

 

Rainie Torrance 

Utility Manager 

City of Needles 

817 Third Street 

Needles, CA 92363 

 

 

Subject: Audit of The City of Needles Electric Department  

 

Ms. Torrance: 

 

On behalf of the Electric Safety and Reliability Branch of the California Public Utilities 

Commission (CPUC), James Miller of my staff conducted an electric distribution audit of The 

City of Needles electric distribution system from March 10, 2025 to March 14, 2025. The audit 

included a review of The City of Needles’ records and field inspections of its facilities. 

 

During the audit, my staff identified violations of one or more General Orders (GOs). A copy of 

the audit findings itemizing the violations is enclosed. Please advise me no later than July 25, 

2025, by electronic or hard copy, of all corrective measures taken by the city to remedy and 

prevent such violations. Please note that ESRB will be posting the audit report and your 

response to our audit on the CPUC website. If there is any information in your response that you 

would like us to consider as confidential, we request that in addition to your confidential 

response, you also provide us with a public or redacted version of your response that can be 

posted publicly on our website. 

 

If you have any questions concerning this audit, you can contact James Miller at (213) 660-       

8898 or James.Miller@cpuc.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Fadi Daye, P.E. 

Program and Project Supervisor 

Electric Safety and Reliability Branch 

Safety and Enforcement Division 

California Public Utilities Commission 

 

Enclosures: Audit Findings 

 

Cc:  Lee Palmer, Director, Safety and Enforcement Division, CPUC 

       Eric Wu, Program Manager, Electric Safety and Reliability Branch, CPUC  

Majed Ibrahim, Senior Utilities Engineer (Supervisor), ESRB, SED, CPUC 

        James Miller, Utilities Engineer, ESRB, SED, CPUC 
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AUDIT FINDINGS 

I. Records Review 

 

My staff reviewed the following records during the audit: 

 

• Utility Statistics including miles of overhead line and underground cable, number of overhead 

and underground facilities, and number of customers served 

• Pole Loading Calculation Records 

 

II.  Records Review – Violations List 

 

My staff observed the following violations during the records review portion of the audit: 

 

GO 95, Rule 18, Maintenance Programs and Resolution of Potential Violations of General 

Order 95 and Safety Hazards, Section (A)(1), states: 

 

Each company (including electric utilities and communications companies) is responsible for 

taking appropriate corrective action to remedy potential violations of GO 95 and Safety 

Hazards posed by its facilities. Upon completion of the corrective action, the company’s 

records shall show, with sufficient detail, the nature of the work, the date, and the identity of 

persons performing the work. These records shall be preserved by the company for at least 

ten (10) years. 

 

GO 95, Rule 18, Section (B), Maintenance Programs, states: 

 

Each company (including electric utilities and communications companies) shall establish 

and implement an auditable maintenance program for its facilities and lines for the purpose 

of ensuring that they are in good condition so as to conform to these rules. Each company 

must describe in its auditable maintenance program the required qualifications for the 

company representatives who perform inspections and/or who schedule corrective actions. 

Companies that are subject to GO 165 may maintain procedures for conducting inspections 

and maintenance activities in compliance with this rule and with GO 165.  

 

The auditable maintenance program must include, at a minimum, records that show the date 

of the inspection, type of equipment/facility inspected, findings, and a timeline for corrective 

actions to be taken following the identification of a potential violation of GO 95 or a Safety 

Hazard on the company’s facilities. 

 

The City of Needles was unable to provide CPUC staff with a current maintenance program or 

procedure and was also unable to provide any work order records for calendar year 2024. 

 

GO 165, Section III-B, Distribution Facilities, Standards for Inspection, states: 

 

Each utility subject to this General Order shall conduct inspections of its distribution 

facilities, as necessary, to ensure reliable, high-quality, and safe operation, but in no case 

may the period between inspections (measured in years) exceed the time specified in Table 1. 
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GO 95, Rule 31.2, Inspection of Lines, states in part: 

 

Lines shall be inspected frequently and thoroughly for the purpose of ensuring that they are 

in good condition so as to conform with these rules. Lines temporarily out of service shall be 

inspected and maintained in such condition as not to create a hazard. 

 

GO 95, Rule 35, Vegetation Management, states in part: 

 

Where overhead conductors traverse trees and vegetation, safety and reliability of service 

demand that certain vegetation management activities be performed in order to establish 

necessary and reasonable clearances the minimum clearances set forth in Table 1, Cases 13 

and 14, measured between line conductors and vegetation under normal conditions, shall be 

maintained. (Also see Appendix E for tree trimming guidelines.)  These requirements apply to 

all overhead electrical supply and communication facilities that are covered by this General 

Order, including facilities on lands owned and maintained by California state and local 

agencies. 

 

GO 165, Rule III (C), Record Keeping, states in part: 

 

The utility shall maintain records for (1) at least ten (10) years of patrol and detailed 

inspection activities, and (2) the life of the pole for intrusive inspection activities. Such 

records shall be made available to parties or pursuant to Commission rules upon 30 days 

notice. Commission staff shall be permitted to inspect such records consistent with Public 

Utilities Code Section 314 (a). 

 

The City of Needles was unable to provide CPUC staff with a current inspection program or 

procedure for its overhead facilities and was unable to provide any patrol or detailed inspection 

records for calendar years 2023 or 2024. The city of Needles was also unable to provide any 

vegetation management records nor intrusive testing records for its poles in calendar year 2024.  

 

GO 165, Section III-B, Distribution Facilities, Standards for Inspection, states: 

 

Each utility subject to this General Order shall conduct inspections of its distribution 

facilities, as necessary, to ensure reliable, high-quality, and safe operation, but in no case 

may the period between inspections (measured in years) exceed the time specified in Table 1. 

 

GO 128, Rule 17.2, Inspection, states: 

 

[Underground supply] Systems shall be inspected by the operator frequently and thoroughly 

for the purpose of insuring that they are in good condition and in conformance with all 

applicable requirements these rules.  

 

GO 165, Rule III (C), Record Keeping, states in part: 

 

The utility shall maintain records for (1) at least ten (10) years of patrol and detailed 

inspection activities, and (2) the life of the pole for intrusive inspection activities. Such 
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records shall be made available to parties or pursuant to Commission rules upon 30 days 

notice. Commission staff shall be permitted to inspect such records consistent with Public 

Utilities Code Section 314 (a). 

 

The City of Needles was unable to provide CPUC staff with a current inspection program or 

procedure for its underground facilities and was unable to provide any underground inspection 

records for calendar years 2023 or 2024. 
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III. Field Inspections 

My staff inspected the following structures during the field inspection portion of the audit: 

 

No. Facility Identification Facility Type Location 

1 4242N Pole Needles 

2 
Southwest of Previous (No ID 

Tag) 
H-Frame Needles 

3 
Southwest of Previous (No ID 

Tag) 
H-Frame Needles 

4 4241N Pole Needles 

5 1334N Pole Needles 

6 1301N Pole Needles 

7 4453N Pole Needles 

8 1331N Pole Needles 

9 4236N Pole Needles 

10 4234N Pole Needles 

11 
Northeast of Previous (No ID 

Tag) 
H-Frame Needles 

12 4659N Pole Needles 

13 1380N Pole Needles 

14 1365N Pole Needles 

15 4658N Pole Needles 

16 4618N Pole Needles 

17 4602N Pole Needles 

18 0586N Pole Needles 

19 0587N Pole Needles 

20 0588N Pole Needles 

21 0589N Pole Needles 

22 3328N Pole Needles 

23 0592N Pole Needles 

24 2313N Pole Needles 

25 2163N Pole Needles 

26 0596N Pole Needles 

27 0601N Pole Needles 

28 0603N Pole Needles 

29 0604N Pole Needles 

30 3542N Pole Needles 

31 3553N Pole Needles 

32 3554N Pole Needles 

33 3545N Pole Needles 

34 1165N Pole Needles 
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35 3543N Pole Needles 

36 West of Previous (No ID Tag) Pole Needles 

37 3535N Pole Needles 

38 1180N Pole Needles 

39 3572N Pole Needles 

40 3571N Pole Needles 

41 3567N Pole Needles 

42 1178N Pole Needles 

43 3566N Pole Needles 

44 3559N Pole Needles 

45 3564N Pole Needles 

46 3560N Pole Needles 

47 5271N Pole Needles 

48 5246N Pole Needles 

49 4640N Pole Needles 

50 1172N Pole Needles 

51 4687 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

52 3748 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

53 3750 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

54 3749 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

55 4029 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

56 3862 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

57 4644 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

58 4571 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

59 4555 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

60 4570 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

61 4559 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

62 126 Beach Drive (No ID Label) 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

63 4556 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

64 4558 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

65 5003 Padmounted Needles 
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Transformer 

66 3409 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

67 4030 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

68 3864 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

69 1214 Beach Drive (No ID Label) 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

70 4681 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

71 3708 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

72 4632 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 

73 3284 
Padmounted 
Transformer 

Needles 
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IV. Field Inspection Violations List 

GO 95, Rule 91.3 Stepping, B. Location of Steps, states in part: 

 

The lowest step shall be not less than 8 feet from the ground line, or any easily climbable 

foreign structure from which one could reach or step. Above this point steps shall be placed, 

with spacing between steps on the same side of the pole not exceeding 36 inches, at least to 

that conductor level above which only circuits operated and maintained by one party remain. 

Steps or fixtures for temporary steps shall be installed as part of a pole restoration process. 

Steps shall be so placed that runs or risers do not interfere with the free use of the steps. 

 

The lowest pole step on Pole No. 0603N was located at a height of less than eight feet above an 

easily-climbable short cinderblock wall. 

 

GO 95, Rule 31.1, Design Construction and Maintenance, states in part: 

 

Electrical supply and communication systems shall be designed, constructed, and maintained 

for their intended use, regard being given to the conditions under which they are to be 

operated, to enable the furnishing of safe, proper, and adequate service.  

 

The following overhead facilities required of maintenance: 

 

• A transformer on Pole No. 4453N had significant exterior corrosion. 

• Multiple transformers on Pole No. 4602N had significant exterior corrosion. 

• Pole No. 3545N was missing a section of its ground wire due to an apparent act of 

vandalism. 

• A pole-to-pole secondary triplex between Pole No. 3566N and Pole No. 3559N was 

unraveling. 

• The ground moulding on Pole No. 3564N was damaged. 

• A down guy wire attached to Pole No. 4234N was excessively long. Approximately ten 

feet of the wire extended beyond the guy anchor and lay on the ground. 

 

GO 95, Rule 51.6, Marking and Guarding, High Voltage Marking of Poles, states in part: 

 

Poles which support line conductors of more than 750 volts shall be marked with high voltage 

signs. This marking shall consist of a single sign showing the words “HIGH VOLTAGE”, or 

pair of signs showing the words “HIGH” and “VOLTAGE”, not more than six (6) inches in 

height with letters not less than 3 inches in height. A pair of signs may be stacked to a height 

of no more than 12 inches. Such signs shall be of weather and corrosion–resisting material, 

solid or with letters cut out therefrom and clearly legible. 

 

The “High Voltage” signs on each of the following poles were missing or damaged: 

 

• 1331N 

• 4236N 

• 0586N 

• 0588N 

• 0592N 

• 2313N 
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• 0596N 

• 0601N 

• 0603N 

• 0604N 

• 3542N 

• 3553N 

• 3554N 

• 3545N 

• 1165N 

• 3535N 

• 1180N 

• 3571N 

• 5246N 

• 4640N 

 

GO 128, Rule 17.1, Design, Construction and Maintenance, states in part: 

 

For all particulars not specified in these rules, design, construction, and maintenance should 

be done in accordance with accepted good practice for the given local conditions known at 

the time by those responsible for the design, construction, or maintenance of [the] 

communication or supply lines and equipment. 

 

The following underground or surface-level equipment was in need of maintenance: 

 

• Padmounted Transformer No. 4644 was leaking oil. 

• Padmounted Transformer No. 3284 had corrosion around its base and was leaking oil. 

• Padmounted Transformer No. 4681 had a damaged locking mechanism. The transformer could 

not be opened by Needles staff during the audit, and CPUC staff was unable to inspect its 

interior. 
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 City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 (760) 326-2113           FAX (760) 326-6765 www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor Janet Jernigan  
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell 
Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle 
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 
Councilmember Larry Ford 

 
City Manager Patrick Martinez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 25, 2025  
 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
Attn: James Miller  
 
RE: City of Needles Electric Distribution Audit Dated June 25, 2025  
 
Mr. Miller,  
 
In response to the City of Needles Audit completed from March 10, 2025 to March 14, 2025 the 
following corrective measures/actions have taken place;  
 
Records Review  
 
GO 95, Rule 18, Maintenance Programs and Resolution of Potential Violations of General 
Order 95 and Safety Hazards, Section (A)(1)  
 
The City of Needles staff have taken corrective actions, as requested, and will maintain the 
records for the required record retention policy set.  
 
GO 95, Rule 18, Section (B) Maintenance Program  
City Staff and Management are preparing a maintenance program/procedure to implement work 
orders for all GO 95 inspections and/or corrective actions  
 
GO 165, Section III-B, Distribution Facilities, Standards for Inspection  
 
City Staff and Management are implementing an inspection program for all distribution facilities 
with proper patrol logs  
 
GO 95, Rule 31.2, Inspection of Lines 
City Staff and Management are implementing line inspection logs for staff to complete as 
requested.  
 
GO 95, Rule 35, Vegetation Management 
City Staff and Management are implementing vegetation management logs for staff to complete 
as requested.  
 
GO 165, Rule III (C) Record Keeping 
 
City Staff and Management are implementing an inspection program for all overhead facilities 
with proper patrol logs  
 
GO 165, Section III-B, Distribution Facilities, Standards for Inspection  
 
City Staff and Management are implementing an inspection program for all distribution facilities 
with proper patrol logs  
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GO 128, Rule 17.2, Inspection 
 
City Staff and Management are implementing an inspection program for all underground supply 
facilities  
 
GO 165, Rule III (C) Record Keeping 
 
All implemented inspection logs, patrol logs, and work orders will be kept for the required record 
retention policy set by GO 165, Rule III (c), Record Keeping.  
 
Field Inspection 
 
GO 95, Rule 91.3, Stepping, B. Location of Steps 
 City Staff removed the pole step on Pole No. 0603N as requested.  
 
GO 95. Rule 31.1, Design, Construction and Maintenance  

 Transformer on Pole No. 4453N were inspected, and the corrosion was rust, crews 
painted the transformer 

 Transformers on or near Pole No. 4602NN were inspected, and the corrosion was rust, 
crews painted the transformer 

 New wire was placed on Pole No. 3545N. Ground wire was removed by theft.  
 Unraveling wire was repaired 
 Ground Molding was replaced on Pole No. 3564N 
 Down guy wire was repaired on Pole No. 4234N  

 
GO 95, Rule 51.63, Marking and Guarding, High Voltage Marking of Poles 

 All poles mentioned below have work orders prepared for crews to replace or install high-
voltage signs as requested 

 
GO 128, Rule 17.1, Design, Construction and Maintenance 

 The padmounted transformer no. 4644 & 3284 will be replaced in the fall. Current peak 
summer temperatures limit the crews ability to schedule an outage for the extended 
period needed to replace the transformers.  

 The padmounted transformer no. 4681 damage lock has been repaired and is in working 
condition.  

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me directly.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Rainie Torrance  
Utility Manager  
rtorrance@cityofneedles.com  
817 Third St. Needles, CA 92363  
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025 
 
                       Title: Monthly Activity Report May 2025   
 

  Background:   
 

 Fiscal Impact:  
 
    Environmental Impact:  N/A 

 
    Recommended Action: No Action Needed – Information Only  
 

 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
   

 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/28/2025
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025       
 
 Title: Present Perfected Rights Report – June 2025 

   
Recommended Action:No action needed - information only  
 

 Submitted By:  Rainie Torrance, Utility Manager  
 

City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

Background: 
CURRENT YEAR: 
June 2025    % change  
 Current YTD  prior year to 
    current year YTD  
Net Diversion  197.90 815.33  -10% 
Measured Returns 41.17 235.35    
Unmeasured Returns  32.30 138.26     

Consumptive Use 124.43 441.72   
(based on consumptive 
use)       

 
PRIOR YEAR: 
March 2024    % of PPR Remaining      
Net Diversion  226.66 854.54  68% 

Measured Returns 43.05 241.54  
*Based on CY25 Water 
Order of 2,528 diversion  

Unmeasured Returns                                                   38.91 118.40   
Consumptive Use 144.70 494.00   
     

     
 

PPR Limits 1,223                                           1,223 
SCIA Agreement (145)                             -      145 
PPR Entitlement                 1,078  
 
LCWSP SCIA Limit                                        +  527 
2023 Consumption                                      1,605                                    
2023 Diversion 2,261 

7/28/2025
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City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES                     Regular   Special 
 
 
 Meeting Date: August 5, 2025    
 
 Title: EUSI, LLC operational support services relating to the wastewater treatment 

facility and collection system June 2025  
 

  Background:  See attached report 
 

 Fiscal Impact:  
 
 Environmental Impact:    

 
 Recommended Action: No action needed - information only 
  
 

 Submitted By:  Kris Hendricks, EUSI LLC 
 
 
City Manager Approval:         Date:      

Other Department Approval (when required):      Date:     
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 

 
Agenda Item:  ____________ 

 

7/28/2025
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EUSI, LLC Operational Support Services Relating 
To the  

Wastewater Treatment Facility and Collection System  
  June 2025 

Mrs. Rainie Torrance, 

Please find below a summary of our services provided associated with the operational support services for the wastewater 

treatment facilities for the month of June 2025. 

• The daily average flow for the month of June 2025 was 0.461 MGD.  

• Completed the May 2025 monthly monitoring report for the state. 

• Conducted in-house process control testing for the SBRs. 

• Sent out the weekly and monthly samples as required by the monitoring permit. 

• Tested the plant lift station and plant alarm callouts. 

• Administrative coordination with finance and the administrative staff at 3rd street is ongoing. 

• Inspected facility perimeter fences and percolation ponds.  

• Operations staff decanted the digester to limit the amount of sludge that needed to be sent to the drying beds for further 

processing and ultimate removal to the off-site landfill.  

• Completed routine monthly inspection of the Kubota tractor, the 4” trash pump, and the jetter.  

• Cleared drying beds 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11 and placed in bed 24 for future removal. 

• Preventive Maintenance Program is ongoing per operating hours of the various plant components. 

• Completed the bar screen service and inspections throughout the month. 

• Completed weekly inspection of the emergency generator prior to and during its weekly test runs. 

• Ongoing communication with City staff regarding items associated with the overall wastewater system. 

• Staff completed the CJIPA PPE and electrical safety training modules. 

• Replaced the fridge in the lab. This is used for storing reagents, batteries, and samples. 

• Wastewater team completed the annual inventory for both the plant and collections. 

Supplemental repair services, exceptional event(s) during the month of December. 

• June 10, 2025 operational staff troubleshot the hand off auto switch for the pumps at Jack Smith park. Some control wires 

were inadvertently transposed when the new motor starter was installed. We also replaced the lag float and reconnected 

the thermal control wires. (5.0 man hours - No charge for this activity). 

• June 13, 2025 wastewater team replaced manhole cover on Peru St. (No charge for this activity)  

• June 16, 2025 operations staff repaired leaks on the compression release head for the shop compressor. (1.0 hour - No 

charge for this activity)  

• June 24, 2025 operations staff was called out at ~0038 hours for a control panel alarm for a failed motive pump in SBR #1. 

The main breaker was tripped. The pump was left in the off position for further investigation during normal business hours. 

(1.0 hour - No charge for this activity) 

• June 25, 2025 wastewater team removed and replaced the motive pump on SBR #1. The pump was sent up to the 

authorized repair facility on June 26, 2025 for further inspection. We are expecting a quote for the repairs sometime in July. 

(8.0 man hours, No charge for this activity.)  

Should you have any questions regarding the monthly activity please feel free to contact me at 602-300-7946. 

Sincerely,  

  

Kris Hendricks, EUSI, LLC; Managing Member 

Item 10.



 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 4 
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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:           July 18, 2025 
  

 
1. Route 66 Broadband – Channel 2 Community Broadcasts 

City staff recently met with representatives from Route 66 Broadband to 
coordinate the City’s use of Channel 2 on their cable TV platform for community 
programming. The City will utilize this channel to broadcast public bulletins, 
emergency alerts, community flyers, a calendar of community events, and 
recordings of City Council meetings on a continuous loop. This initiative 
supports the Council’s goal of enhancing public engagement and promoting 
transparency by expanding access to timely and relevant information. By 
leveraging Route 66 Broadband’s local cable platform, the City can more 
effectively inform residents about upcoming events, programs, and important 
local decisions. Channel 2 programming is expected to be operational within the 
next few weeks. Thank you to Route 66 Broadband for your collaboration and 
support in helping the City share its story with the community. 

 
2. Needles Beautification in Action 

The City of Needles remains committed to infrastructure, safety, and community 
pride through coordinated, citywide efforts. This week, Public Works and Utility 
crews addressed priority maintenance across several areas. Temporary asphalt 
repairs were completed near Chestnut Market and nearby neighborhoods to 
improve road safety until permanent resurfacing is scheduled. In the downtown 
area, overgrown vegetation was cleared to enhance visibility and appearance. 
At Bob Belt Beach Park, crews placed boulders to block access to the peninsula 
and prevent erosion. On Front Street near El Garces, the Water Department 
responded to a recurring leak, initiated an emergency Blue Stake, and fully 
replaced the service line. These improvements reflect the City Council’s 
priorities—investing in infrastructure, enhancing neighborhoods, and promoting 
beautification. We thank our crews for their continued dedication. Photos from 
this week’s work are attached. Residents can report concerns by calling 760-
326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect app on Google Play Store 
(Android) and Apple Store (iOS). Together, we’re building a safer, stronger 
Needles! 
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3. Route 66 Pharmacy – Now Open and Accepting Registrations 
Route 66 Pharmacy is now open at 821 W. Broadway with a fresh new 
storefront and is actively registering patients. While approval to serve Medi-Cal 
patients is still pending, they are currently able to serve those with Medicare 
Part D insurance. Residents are encouraged to stop by and create a patient 
profile now, ensuring they’re ready for full service as soon as Medi-Cal 
authorization is in place. This new pharmacy helps address the gap in local 
prescription access created by the closure of Rite Aid earlier this year. This 
effort aligns with the City Council’s commitment to expanding essential services, 
supporting public health, and fostering economic growth. Take a look at their 
updated storefront—another positive step for healthcare access in Needles. 
 

4. Elevating Needles Through Regional Tourism Partnerships 
The City of Needles was recently featured in Traicy Japan, highlighting the city 
as the Gateway to California’s Oasis on the Colorado River and a key stop 
along historic Route 66. In April, the Mayor welcomed an international 
delegation from Japan during a Familiarization (FAM) tour organized by 
Discover Inland Empire and tourism leader Freddy Bi. The visit showcased 
local attractions including the Recreation Center, Needles Regional Museum, 
and the Welcome to California sign—promoting Needles’ Route 66 legacy, 
riverfront amenities, and historic character. The coverage provided valuable 
international exposure and strengthened the city’s appeal to global travelers. 
This effort supports the City Council’s goals to attract tourism, foster 
engagement, promote Needles as a vibrant destination, and drive economic 
opportunity. Read the article: Traicy Japan – Discovering Needles. 
 

5. Chamber Business Directional Sign Program – Now Open for Participation 
The Needles Chamber of Commerce is actively managing the Business 
Directional Sign Program, offering local businesses a low-cost way to increase 
visibility and attract travelers. Supported by an $8,700 grant from Supervisor 
Dawn Rowe, the first of 11 signs is now being renovated, with full installation 
expected by year’s end. Sign slots are available at high-traffic locations 
throughout the city, including Needles Highway, Broadway, River Road, and K 
Street. Details on sizing, pricing, and availability are outlined in the attached 
brochure. This program supports Council’s goals of enhancing tourism, 
supporting small business, and promoting public-private partnerships. 
Businesses interested in participating can contact the Chamber at 
info@needleschamber.com or (760) 326-2050. 
 

6. Electric Yard Building – Construction Progress Update 
As a follow-up to the initial delivery of the Electric Yard Building, construction is 
now visibly progressing. The structural steel framing has been erected, and the 
concrete pad and driveway have been completed. Equipment is on-site, and 
crews are actively advancing work on the next phase of the build. This project 
continues to reflect the Council’s investment in infrastructure stability, asset 
protection, and operational readiness. By replacing temporary storage with a 
permanent facility, the City is taking meaningful steps to extend the lifespan of 
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essential utility equipment and reduce long-term replacement costs. Updated 
site photos are attached for your reference. 

 
7. Advancing Regional Collaboration 

As part of the City Council’s ongoing commitment to strategic regional 
collaboration, City Manager Patrick Martinez recently participated in a 
leadership roundtable hosted by the ROMEO Breakfast Club, a respected 46-
year-old civic group in Boulder City focused on regional dialogue and public 
service. The meeting brought together local government leaders to address 
shared challenges, exchange best practices, and explore opportunities to align 
resources for smart, sustainable growth. It also provided a platform to showcase 
Needles’ rich history, recent economic development efforts, and growing 
momentum, reinforcing the city’s progress and potential. These efforts reflect 
the City of Needles’ dedication to building strong intergovernmental partnerships 
that advance Council priorities and enhance quality of life throughout the region. 
 

8. Backpack and School Supply Drive – Colorado River Station 
The Colorado River Sheriff’s Station / Needles Police Department is hosting a 
Backpack and School Supply Drive to support students in the Needles Unified 
School District. The drive aims to collect new backpacks and school supplies to 
assist local families and ensure children are prepared for a successful school 
year. Because backpacks are often a costly burden for low-income families, this 
effort helps relieve that pressure while strengthening community support for 
Needles youth. Monetary donations are also accepted and will be used to 
purchase backpacks and supplies. All contributions will be acknowledged 
publicly, including on social media platforms. Donations should be submitted by 
August 5, 2025. For more information or to arrange pick-up/drop-off, please 
contact Community Relations Officer Misti Hunt at (760) 326-9207 or 
mhunt@sbcsd.org. Checks should be made payable to River Daze, the 
department’s non-profit account. 
 

9. Financial Literacy– “On The Money” by Arrowhead Credit Union 
Over the weekend, Arrowhead Credit Union hosted its “On The Money” financial 
literacy workshop at the Needles Recreation Center. This free, hands-on event 
gave students the opportunity to navigate real-world financial decisions—
including budgeting, managing credit, paying bills, and handling unexpected 
expenses—through a simulated life experience. Participants engaged with 
interactive stations, learning about housing costs, transportation, savings, and 
employment, while working alongside peers and mentors. The atmosphere was 
energetic, educational, and highly engaging. Lunch was generously provided by 
Smashed Burgers on 66—thank you for fueling the day. We also extend our 
sincere thanks to Arrowhead Credit Union for their continued investment in 
Needles youth and community development. Programs like this build a more 
financially informed and resilient Needles. Photos from the event are attached 
for your reference. 
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10. Palo Verde College Needles Center: Fall 2025 Enrollment 
Palo Verde College’s Needles Educational Center begins Fall 2025 classes on 
August 11. Located at 725 W. Broadway St., the Center is a vital resource for 
local access to higher education and workforce training. This semester includes 
programs in phlebotomy, welding, child development, health education, and 
general education courses such as economics and statistics. Students can 
register at www.paloverde.edu, with on-site support for orientation, counseling, 
and financial aid. The Center plays a key role in advancing City Council 
goals—expanding educational access, developing a skilled workforce, and 
supporting a family-friendly, opportunity-rich community. Promoting these 
programs strengthens local capacity and long-term economic health. 
 

11. Community Events Calendar Now Live on City Website  
As part of the City’s newly launched website, we’re excited to introduce a 
comprehensive Community Events Calendar designed to keep residents 
informed about the many activities and happenings across Needles. We invite 
local organizations and event organizers to collaborate with the City Clerk’s 
Office to add or update events—helping ensure the calendar remains vibrant, 
inclusive, and reflective of our community’s diverse offerings. To contribute or 
request modifications, please contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your participation helps strengthen community 
spirit and enrich the local experience for residents and visitors alike.  
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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:           July 25, 2025 
  
 

1. Peanuts Foundation Highlights Needles’ Role in National Celebration 
Attached is the official press release from Peanuts Worldwide and the 
Foundation for Hospital Art announcing a community celebration in Needles on 
August 12, 2025, commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Peanuts comic 
strip and the 50th anniversary of Spike’s debut. The event honors Needles’ 
unique connection to Charles Schulz—who spent part of his childhood in the city 
and later used it as inspiration for the character Spike. As part of the celebration, 
the Colorado River Medical Center will receive two large-scale, paint-by-number 
murals donated by the Foundation for Hospital Art, featuring classic Peanuts 
characters and a special desert-themed design showcasing Spike. Community 
members will be invited to participate in the painting during the event. The press 
release also outlines the broader “Take Care With Peanuts” initiative and 
includes remarks from Schulz’s granddaughter Stephanie Revelli, Peanuts 
leadership, and local officials. This national recognition shines a spotlight on 
Needles as a meaningful part of the Peanuts legacy and reflects how 
community, art, and storytelling can come together to support healing and civic 
pride. 

 
2. Citywide Maintenance and Beautification Efforts Continue 

The City of Needles continues to prioritize infrastructure, safety, and community 
pride through ongoing, visible improvements across the city. This week, Public 
Works crews completed targeted sidewalk repairs in areas affected by heat-
related buckling. Damaged concrete sections were removed and replaced in the 
neighborhoods of Lillyhill, D Street, and F Street. These improvements enhance 
safety, walkability, and the appearance of our residential areas. Photos showing 
the completed concrete work are attached. In addition, crews addressed 
extensive weed growth caused by recent rains, with a focus on highly visible 
locations including Train Park. These cleanup efforts improve both aesthetics 
and public visibility. We also extend a special thank you to the property owner 
on Walnut Street for initiating the demolition of a partially burned structure. The 
City continues to work closely with property owners to address blight and 
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encourage property upkeep. These actions reflect the City Council’s 
commitment to maintaining clean, safe, and vibrant neighborhoods. Residents 
can report concerns by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles 
Connect app on Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). 
Together, we’re building a safer, stronger Needles! 
 

3. Route 66 Centennial Promotion – Visit California Content Coordination 
City staff continues to coordinate with Visit California to ensure the City of 
Needles is featured in upcoming statewide marketing efforts tied to the Route 66 
Centennial in 2026. As one of California’s most historic Route 66 communities, 
Needles serves as a gateway to the state and holds a unique place in the story 
of America’s most iconic highway. This work supports the City Council’s 
strategic goal to promote tourism, celebrate our history, and strengthen Needles’ 
identity as a destination rooted in culture and community pride. 
Visit California is currently accepting submissions through its online Content 
Submission Tool. Staff is aligning local stories and visuals with Visit California’s 
2025 editorial calendar to maximize exposure. With July already underway, 
upcoming themes offer several strong opportunities: August (accommodations, 
camping, glamping), September (wine/beer/surf), October (fall events and 
Halloween), and December (holidays and Route 66 Centennial previews). To 
submit content for editorial consideration, click here. These themes provide 
timely ways to showcase our OHV access, outdoor recreation, events, lodging, 
and our lead role in the 2026 Centennial celebration. Through this partnership, 
Needles has the opportunity to be featured across Visit California’s digital and 
print platforms, reinforcing our presence as a key stop along the Mother Road. 
Staff will continue to submit targeted content and collaborate with local partners 
to elevate Needles’ visibility in the months leading up to the Centennial. 
 

4. Upcoming Community Event: Night Pool Party – August 2 
On Saturday, August 2, Tri-State Community Healthcare will sponsor a free 
Night Pool Party at the Needles Aquatic Center, located at 1661 J Street, from 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The event will feature complimentary hot dogs, chips, and 
drinks, along with water bounce house slides, a water balloon toss competition, 
and open pool activities for all ages. This fun, family-friendly event is designed 
to offer Needles residents a safe and festive environment to beat the summer 
heat, enjoy outdoor recreation, and connect with one another. Entry is free, and 
everyone is welcome. We appreciate Tri-State’s continued support of 
community health and engagement and encourage all residents to join us for 
this special evening. See attached flyer for mor information.  
 

5. Camp Gauntlet: Top Chef Jr. Week – July 21–24, 2025 
Camp Gauntlet continued its successful programming with “Top Chef Jr. Week,” 
held July 21–24, 2025. This themed week provided youth participants with a 
hands-on culinary experience, allowing them to engage in every step of the 
cooking process—from selecting a country and building a menu to prepping 
ingredients, cooking meals, and plating the final dishes. Each child received a 
chef’s hat and apron, which they wore proudly throughout the program and were 
able to take home as a keepsake. Throughout the week, participants prepared a 
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variety of meals, including spaghetti and meatballs with bread, orange chicken 
with rice and egg rolls, hamburgers with tater tots, and tacos with rice. The 
camp fostered creativity, teamwork, and life skills in a fun and engaging 
environment. We appreciate the efforts of our staff and volunteers who helped 
make this week a memorable and educational experience for the youth of 
Needles. 
 

6. City of Needles Resources Guide – Support Services for Residents 
In light of recent public concern following the City Council’s advancement of the 
illegal camping ordinance, the City of Needles is reminding residents about the 
“City of Needles Resources” guide developed by staff. This comprehensive 
directory connects residents with essential services, including low-income 
housing, shelters, food distribution, employment support, utility assistance, 
medical supply providers, and public transportation options. It also includes 
contacts for veterans’ services, legal aid, health care, educational resources, 
local churches, and emergency hotlines. The guide is designed to help 
individuals and families access the support they need to improve quality of life. 
A digital copy is available online, and printed versions can be requested through 
City Hall. 
 

7. Youth Golf Camp Building Future Champions in Needles 
The Annual Summer Youth Golf Camp is nearing completion, with just a few 
weeks left in the 12-week program. Hosted at Rivers Edge Golf Course, the 
Touchstone-operated camp has brought dozens of local youth together for a 
summer of hands-on learning, sportsmanship, and fun. Touchstone, the City’s 
golf course operator, continues to be a strong partner in delivering high-quality 
recreation programs for our community. Beyond golf fundamentals, the camp 
builds discipline, confidence, and teamwork—laying a foundation for the next 
generation of Needles High School golfers and future state champions. Next 
week, the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department will host its annual 
Putting Contest with camp participants, reinforcing community connections and 
encouraging youth engagement. Attached photos capture the energy, focus, 
and growth of our campers—underscoring how City partnerships and 
recreational programming are investing in our youth and shaping future leaders. 

 
8. Eagles Aerie 2599 Fundraiser to Support Local Family 

The Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 is holding a raffle fundraiser to benefit the 
Amstutz Family, with all proceeds going directly to their support. The top prize is 
a one-year golf membership at River’s Edge Golf Course valued at $1,600, 
followed by cash prizes of $100 for second place and $50 for third. Tickets are 
$50 each, with only 100 available. Those interested in purchasing a ticket can 
contact the Eagles directly at 729 Front St, Needles, CA 92363 or by phone at 
(760) 326-2599. 
 

9. Submit Your Nomination – 28th Annual Community Achievement Awards 
The Laughlin Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for the 28th 
Annual Community Achievement Awards, recognizing individuals, businesses, 
clubs, and organizations that make a meaningful impact throughout the 
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Colorado River Region. Needles is encouraged to participate—our city has not 
had an award recipient since 2023, when George DeLeon, Scotty Leonard, and 
Nicolle Wilson were honored. Let’s make sure Needles is represented again this 
year. Please nominate a person, business, club, or organization that has made 
significant contributions in Needles. Eligible nominees must work, reside, do 
business, and/or provide services in the Colorado River Region. Nominations 
are due by August 18, 2025. Submit your nomination by clicking here.  
 

10. Community Events Calendar Now Live on City Website  
As part of the City’s newly launched website, we’re excited to introduce a 
comprehensive Community Events Calendar designed to keep residents 
informed about the many activities and happenings across Needles. We invite 
local organizations and event organizers to collaborate with the City Clerk’s 
Office to add or update events—helping ensure the calendar remains vibrant, 
inclusive, and reflective of our community’s diverse offerings. To contribute or 
request modifications, please contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your participation helps strengthen community spirit 
and enrich the local experience for residents and visitors alike.  
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1. PEANUTS PRESS RELEASE
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2. CITYWIDE BEAUTIFICATION
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3. ROUTE 66 CENTENNIAL PROMOTION
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4. TRI-STATE NIGHT POOL PARTY

Item 11.



5. CAMP GAUNTLET TOP CHEF
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6. RESOURCE GUIDE 
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7. GOLF SUMMER CAMP
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8. EAGLES FUNDRAISER

Item 11.


	Top
	Item 1.	Raftelis Electric Rate Study Presentation
	Needles_COSSPresentation_Board_adb

	Item 2.	minutes
	board minutes of 7-1-25

	Item 3.	2024 GHG Verification Report
	cover sheet 8-5 GHG Verification Report 2024
	CIty of Needles ARB Verification Report 2024

	Item 4.	Raftelis Rate Study Change Order #1
	cover sheet 8-5 Raftelis Change Order  1_
	Needles Change Order 072825
	20250717091844188

	Item 5.	Fort Mojave Tribal Communications Joint Pole Amendment
	cover sheet 8-5 FMIT Joint Pole Amendment  1
	FIRST AMENDMENT - Joint Use Poles FMIT Agreement_07_25_25_Signed
	Fort Mohave Telecommunications

	Item 6.	Brooks FY26 Authorization
	cover sheet 8-5 Brooks FY26 Authorization (1) (1)
	Needles - Form Professional Services Agreement-BCLLC-Signed-CLB2

	Item 7.	CPUC Audit 2025
	cover sheet 8-5 CPUC Electric Distribution Audit 2 - Copy
	EA2025-1291 (City of Needles)
	Needles_CPUC Audit Response 072525

	Item 8.	Monthly Utility Report May 2025
	ITEM-Staff-Monthly Utility Report New (1)
	Monthly Utility Report 5-25

	Item 9.	PPR Report June 2025
	ITEM-Staff-PPR Report Template (1)
	PPR Report June 2025

	Item 10.	EUSI monthly report June
	cover sheet - EUSI monthly report - agenda mngmt (1)
	EUSI Needles Monthly report June 2025

	Item 11.	manager reports
	07_18_2025  Manager Report
	07_25_2025  Manager Report

	Bottom

